Spolia Mentawiensia
Tenebrionid=
by K. G. Brair

The present paper is based upon one of the collections made in
the Mentawi lstands off the west coast of Sumatra by Messrs.
C. Boden Kloss, N. Smedley and H. H. Karny.® It is only with
considerable diffidence that I have undertaken the task, since this
family of beetles, particularly from this part of the world, has long
formed the special study of my honoured colleague, Herr Hans
Gehien of Hamburg, whose admirable work “'Die-Tenebrioniden
des Indo-Malayischen Gebietes” is now in course of publication.
1t is unfortunately but too probable that some at least of the species
here described as new may be identical with species of which
descriptions as yet unpublished may have heen prepared by this
much more competent author, It is possible also that some of the
forms now treated as new may prove eventually to have been

t. Fide Bu.i'l. Rafiles Mus, No. 1, Sept. 1928, pp, 2—4.

Mes, 2, fodd [»g:]




K. G. BLALIR

already named by 3. Pic. Though 1 believe that I have recognised
some of this anthor’'s species among the material now belore me,
there may be others that | have failed to identify from his very
brief and widely scattered descriptions. -

1. Bradymerus clathratus, Schaui. 1 ex. Siberut.

Type locality Mlacassar; represented in the British Muoseum by
examples from Penang, Java, Borneo, the Philippines and the
Andaman Islands,

2. Ceropria superba, Wied. 1 ex. Siberut.
Faivly widely distribnted: from Java and Borneo to 5, China
and Assam.
3. Leiochrinus testaceus, Westw. (7) 2 ex. Siberut.
Both examples are very defective.
4, Leiochrodes suturalis, Westw. 3 ex. Sipora. 2 ex. Siberut.
Deseribed from Amboina, its range appears to extend from
New Guinea to Perak and Selangor in the Malay Peninsula,
§. Lelochrodes rufofulvus, Westw, 1 ex. Sipora. 1 ex. Siherut,
Described  from  Celebes, the British Mussum possesses
examples from Java, Sumatra, Perak, Burma and Assam.
6. Lelochrota glabrata, Wallk., =2 ex. Sipora.
With type from Ceylon, the species occurs also in Siklim,
thanece through the Malay Peninsula to Sumatra and Borneo.
7. Uloma pieleornis, Fairm. 1 ex. Siberut.
Cieeurs throughout Sumatra, Java, Borneo, the Philippine Is.,
amd northwards to Laos.
8, Uloma orlentalis, Cast. 1 ex, Siberut. 2 ex. Sipora.
Another widely distributed COriental species,

9. Uloma trlemarginata, sp. n,

Elongate, somewhat depressed, nitid, castaneous; head in the

g very finely and sparsely punctate, and broadly but not deeply
excavate hatwesn the eyes, the clvpeus truncate in front, with the
anterior edge thickened and strongly reflexed, its angles obtuse,
but definite,  Antenime stout, 3rd joint abont as long as wide,
Ath to Sth increasingly wider, Sth to 1oth about three times as wide
as long. Mentum cordiform, flat, finely and sparsely punctate.
Thorax wider than long, widest near front margin, disc finely and
sparsely punctate, base not bordered; apex in z triemarginate, the
declivity short but steep, the middle emargination about twice as
wide as the two lateral, with a pair of small tubercles in the middle
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at the crest of the declivity. Elytra parallel-sided for about two-
shirds of their length, as wide as the base of the thorax, rhe strie
sharply cut, rather finely and not closely punctate, the intervals
feebly convex, more strongly so fowards the sides: the lateral
caring is invisible from above except just behind the shoulder and
aereain at the apex, Anterior tibie slightly arcuate, not emarginate

—
on jnner side at base, outer sida sharply dentate.

T the ¢ the head is more rcrun_fie.d in front, widely depressed
alone the clypeal suture, with the frons more struug}y punctate;
the thorax lacks the excavations above the anterior margin.
Length g mm, 4 & 4 , 12 g § from Sipara Id. (C.B.K., W.5. and
H.H.K.). 1 & Siberut Id. (H.H.EK.]

In form more closely resembles U, pieicornis, Fairm,, than any
other spectes known to me, but at once distinguished by ;he peeuliar
thoracic structure of the male, and the m L_u:h stouter antenne. he
female is separable from that of U. picicormis by its much more
depressed form, the hroad front of the thorax, and the flatter elytral
intervals  As is usual in this genus, in a small male tl'lctsﬂxual
characters of the head and thorax will be much less strongly
developed than in a large one.

10. Encyalesthus @raginosus, . Siberut. 1 ex, (H.H.K).

With type locality Java, it occurs also in Borneo and Sumatra,
the Malay Peninsula, Siam and Tonkin,

i1, IMecrobioides sulcaticollis, Fairm. Siberut, 1 oex. (C.B.IK.
and N.5.). ,
The single example difiers a iittlu_frum‘ t;.rpu:al Bornean
specimens in the thorax and elytra being similarly coloured,
COppery-ENEOUS.

12. Artactes apicalis, sp. 1.

Shortly ovate, very convex, nitid, head and thorax piceous
with purple reflections, elytra blackish mncous on dorsum, passing
cradually through mneous, purple, violet, blue to greenish on
choulder and along outer apical margin. Elytral epipleuri, under-
side and legs brownish.

Head almost impunctate, non-carinate, eyes separated by o
distance about twice as great as the width of one of them. Thorax
finely, rather obsoletely punctate, the sides not very strongly
rounded, anterior angles blunt, anterior border interrupted in
middle; posterior angles really obtuse, rounded but depressed and
covered by base of elytra, the apparent posterior angles being
acutely rectangular. Elytra a little longer than together wide,
seriate punctate, the punctures moderately large and 1:]15;talr1tt
becoming finer and eventually obsolete behind and an the shoulder:
intervals feebly convex, practically impunctate; the lateral margmn
sharply defined hy a deep suleus which fails to reach the apex, of
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almpest even width throaghout, scarcely wider at the shoulder,
epipleur almost flat, horizontal, feebly hollowed beneath shoulder.
Length: 7 mim.

Mentawi Ids., 1 ex., No. 187 (HH.EK.).

Rather less hemispherical than most of its congeners, and
differing markedly in the horizontal epipleuree of the elvtra. Prob-
alily related to A, sarginicollis, Fairm., and 4. tistis, Gebien.

13. Hemicers splenders, \Wied. 30 ex, {rom Sipora and Siberut

Though maost of the series exhibit fairly typical iridescent bands
of calour, a few show some inferesting variations from this normal:
c.g., the median band of green or blue funning from behind the
shioulder along the sth interval normally iz about limited by this
interval, but exceptionally may expand te cover the intervals fram
the 3rd to the 7th, pushing, as it were, the succeeding colours
outwards; en the other hand, it may fail to develop, leaving the
median portion of the dise entirely coppery.  Considerable variation
i1 size iz also exhibited (3 mm. to g mm. in length).

14, Hemicera fulgurans, sp. n.

Similar to H. stlendeny, Wied,, but smaller and differently
coloursd, Head and thorax dark, almost black, with uniform
mneous reflections, finely and sparsely punctured as in H. splendeus,
the interspaces not alutaceous. Elvira briiliant, the sutural mterval
blue, the next Lirassy, the greater part of the disc coppery purple,
changing externally through wneous and green to a dark blackish
green along the side marging strize rather finely but irregularly
punctured; intervals nearly fat, finely and sparsely punctate, with
the interspaces not alutaceous; first and second striz a little deeper
towards apex. Underside reddish piceous, with slight sneous
reflections on metasternum, on the last three segments of the
abdomen and on the femora; the first three abdominal segments
rather finely and closely strigose, the last two almost impunctate.
Length 43 mm.

Siberut, T.ex, No. 137 (HIHK).
18, Hemicara sommaculzta, Gellen. var. octomaculata nov.

Diiffers from the typical form in the sub-apical vellow spot on
the elytra being divided into two, 3 ex Sipora; T ex. Siberat,

These examples from the Mentawi Islands have the elyira
brownish black in colour, thouzh others in the British Museum
from Borneo exhibic more or less strong purple reflections.
Oceasionally the two sub-apical spots are confluent, thos merging
into typical H. soamacnlate. Thiz purplish form has also been
received from I'.:It:daug east coast of Sumatra, g-1-1021 (J. B. Cor-
poraal) {(Type of the variety}.
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16. Platycrepis elongatus, Pic., Mélanges exot. ent. fasc, 35,
1922, p. 23.
Eleutlieris auadriceliis (Bates, M5, in B, M. Cell.).

Sipora and Siberut, 3 ex.

Pic's brief description appears to fit this insect, except that the
¢lytra though sometimes purple are in certain lights bright blue,
tite head and thorax dark blue black.

It differs from F. latitarsis, Fairm., apart from its smaller size,
in the much less strongly dilated tarsi in the g , in which sex also
the intermediate tibiz are hent in the middle, the inner side beyond
the bend being densely pubeseent,

Bates's specimens are from Java, Singapore and 5. Borneo.

17. Platyerepis hemiceroides sp. n.

Elongate ovate, metallic bluish green, the su_mrai mterval,
the sth and part of Gth interval and the lateral margin of the same
colour, the rest of the elytra coppery. :

Head finely and sparsely punctate with a transverse suleus
between the cyes. Thorax impunctate, transversely depressed
across the base, with an oblique fovea or suleus on each side of the
middle line, limiting this depression, and a small basal fovea on each
side opposite the 4th interval. Elytra strongly convex, the striz
deeply cut, impunctate, intervals somewhat convex, ohsoletely
punctulate. Intermediate tibim of ¢ bent in the middle, densely
pubescent on inner side beyvond the hend, Tarsi not very strongly
dilated.. Length 8—1o mm.

Siherut, 1 ex. (C.B.K, and N.5.); Mentawi Ids., I ex., No. 188
(H.H.IL).

In colouration somewhat resembles Hemicera splendens, but
the transition between the bands of colour, though somewhat
iridescent, is much less gradual than in that species.

18. Platycrepis lateritius sp. n,

Ovite, very convex, @neopiceous, the Elj!'tr:t with suture bluish,
the greater part of the disc ®neous, mergmng gradually laterally
through purple and violet ta blue along the sides, green and again
wneous appearing on the shoulder, and in addition purple towards
the apex. Elytral strine feebly impressed but d1snncrly-pmlmtat&;
intervals feebly convex and obscurely punctulate. Tarsi very
feebly expanded. Length 5—6 mm. Sipora 1 ex,, MNa, 168
(H.H.K.); Malay Peninsula, Gap (Fraser's Hill, Selangor-Fahang
boundary), 2 ex. (A. M. Lea and wife in Brit. Mus. Coll.).

Remarkable on account of its small size and almost seriate
punctate instead of sharply striate elytra,
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19. Simalura sulcimargo sp. n.

[ i il : ¥
mlr;.l?ju]!, ch%édllm, with the colouring almost of Hewicern
plc .1’?|._I|'j: icd. Head short, strongly transverse, the elypeus not
?—-l:r-[lif,;:?—I:&-ﬁﬁn-arﬁ;ju:iléiﬂalmg l’rh{: base of the labrom; punciumt‘inn
i o, very close; antenne i 5
of thorax; the last six joints n-:x]:uanglelgf Cﬂilﬂﬂﬁc:ﬂziaiﬂﬂhﬂrﬁ bh?
strongly transverse, about twice as wide as in the middle ;nra.x
antertor margin feebly rounded, hase sub-angularly prom"l;j 3 TIE‘-’;.
the 1111d1d]u_;!11cf hnely marginate; sides Eilu]‘ﬂtii the anieric::' Ln-'r!m
:ﬁ?&?iicffre“]mt poEst&ri:n sharp and slightly prominent; imme-.?i:;bmi?
! ateral and anterior margins is a wi ply
excised groove, briefly fntermptmlb Er;s th; ;Aiggiediipligdasﬁmfl}
margin; disc not strongly convex. slightly depressed across Lhr3 an
moderately strongly but not closely punctate. EI}'h‘ﬁ ve cL .1.?.fe,
in strong contrast with the nearly horizontal thorax E;IQDHEL?{r
|lia1:|<35 much as in Il splendens, except that the purple ;Jﬂriﬂ['l fmsit'ﬁr:;ﬁ‘.lm
;;E__l T?{tl;triillfi{ 2 ];}mralt concentric series instead of being on T.h%
S ¢ mt];._..; ::],‘3,: 11\5"!'1 :‘:Jj.m::r,&'. oceupies the 7th and Eth intervals;
o e -.LFii in[ll‘-:lj} closely punctured; intervals slightly
coRvex, fnely ane sparsely punctured, the interspaces not alnta
L.t-::vu,-._. ! Legs black, tarsi villose beneath, the joints nat ::'cpandleh‘
t:_?r Joint about as long as the rest together. erngthr 5 mm.
Siberitt; 1 g%, {C.B.JK. and N.5.): RERSRS
Resembles a small Hemicera, © iffers

R -{]:E'L];:T;II Hemicera, but difiers [rom that genus in the

20. Bucyrtus pretiosus Lac. Siberut (C.B.K. and N.5.).
A single very small example only 11 mm. in length
A species of wide  distributi i |
i i istribution oeccurring from Borneo to
21, Gauromaia variicolor Ii 5
4 ic., Bléls cof.-e fase, 25
) ' anges exot.-ent. tase. 35, 1922,
Pulau Tello, Batu Islands, XI, 1924 (H.H.K)),
i le.he single specimen agrees well with examples in the British
Museum that T take to be this species from Java and Singapore
22, (7) Gauromaia rufi i h .
ventris, Gebien, Notes L
aur ! eyden DMus,
XXXVI, 1914, p. 67. :
well :::;iﬁr1nilllizleﬂiﬂifi;tf'mm o i 1d Siberut appears to agree fairly
: . escription, except that the elytra, in some examples
purplish with green suture and sides, i bl
u - witl . 5, in others are almaost -
colorous with the thorax, at most a little more mneous iv.cl*:]j:e

sl 'T5 #
oulders and at apex. In form and sculpture they are extremely

sk l-‘lt K] ‘E]L' i‘d'_-}t b'!JLElL’ i [:] L]] AT PI D'J b b L CD].':I T
S 1 fﬂ-LL '
SETLE : A . il ]"r 11 u fDI‘nl’] a3
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93. Pseudonautes (Thydemus) helopinus, [airm. Sipora and
Siberut 1ds.

The present series difiers from examples in the British Museum
from Singapore in their rather larger size, and more brilliant play
of colours, but does not appear to be specifically distmct. The
description of P, sinuatipes, T, would also appear to fit them, but
anfortunately in the only example (possibly 2 ) with intermediate
or posterior tibie present these structures are straight,

94, Pseudonautes angustivittatus, =p. 1.

Small, polychrome; head Lluish green, with a transverse pur-
plish Tine hehind the eyes. Thorax bluish green towards the sides,
the mmddle area dark eneous, separated from the lateral areas by
narrow bands of blue and violet. Elytra longitudinally banded with
various colours, the hands very largely limited by the strize in the
following sequence : —sutural interval Blue, 2nd greenish @neous,
4th coppery, sth blue, 6th again coppery, 7th eneous, Sth and gth
craenish. Strim decp, moderately closely  punctured, ntervals
strongly convex, almast imponctate, Tnderside darle plceous;
sides of ahdominal segments more or less metallic; femora rather
strongly metallic.  Length 7 mm.

Siberut, 1 ox. (C.B.K.and N.5.)

Altied to Ps. sulcipennis, Geb., but with sides of thorax rather
arcuately narrowed it front, not sinuate, the anterior angles less
prominent, and the colonration very different.

25, Phadis siporana, sp 1.

Oblong, head and thorax black, with strong green and wold
metallic tints, the latter with & gub-median pair of narrow irideous
bands, not quite straight and diverging slightly fram anterior margin
to baze, Elytra more brightly coppery mngous, shading through
coppery and purple to hlue at the humcrus, and, further, through
green fo mneous at the apex; the sutural interval is also biue along
itz median third, while the third, fifth and seventh infervals have
each a smaller patch of green or lue about the middle of their
length. Underside, legs and mitenne black. Length & mm.

Sipora, I eX. (C.B.K. and N.5.).

Resembles F. (Preudcumolpus) retundicellis, Fairm., but the
head and thorax are less strongly metallic, the eolours appearing
to be, as it were, washed on a black ground, the clytra are also
differently sculptured, being striate-punctate, the punctures rather
uneven in size, not very closely placed, and not connected by any
definite incised line; the intervals are slightly convex, and finely
rather indistinetly punctulate.

96, Ohriomaia suhcostata, Fairm. ( Bucyrtus). Siberut, 1 ex.
(HH.K.}.

A small individual enly 5 mm. in length,

Mus. 3, 1929 [8]
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27. Cnemandrosus chaleeus, Gehien,
Siberut, T ex: (H.H.K.).

On comparison ol the type of the Indian Plamive fennistrintng,
Fairm., with a cotype of Cuemandrosus phaseoli, Gelb., it appears
to me very doubtful whether these genera are distinet.  In Plamius.
the 6th joint of the antenna is not wider than the sth, whereas in
Cuenmandrosus it is triangular forming the first joint of the clul,

28. Amarygmus @neus, Wied. Sipora and Siberut Ids.
28, Amarygmus micans, I*. Siberut, 1 ex. (H.H.K.),
30. Amarygmus semimneus, sp. n.

Ovate, convex, reddish piceous with the elytra fusco-wneous.
Head S_Ll.h-ﬂpaqu':., finely and remotely punctured; eyes separated
by a distance about equal to the width of one of them; antennwe
moderately stout, 3rd joint almost as long as gth and sth together,
fith to 11th wider, sub-equal, about hall as leng again as wide.
Thorax transverss, its apical width little more than half the Lasal
width, the sides and apex finely margined; anterior angles rather
less than right angles, posterior angles obtuse; disc smooth, very
fincly, sparsely, almest obsoletely punctured.Elytra widest a little
before muddie, punctate-striate, the striee sharply cut. their punctures
elongate, becoming much finer posteriorly; intervals feshly convex
near suture and towards apex, but strongly convex laterally, especi-
ally about the middle. Underside and legs smooth, scarcely
punctale, middle tibizm in male slightly hent in middle, ¢lothed on
inner side bevond the bend with long pubescence. Long 6 mm,
lat. 45 mm.

Sipora and Siberut (C.B.K., N.5. and H.H.K.).

Resembles a small broad 4. encus, Wied., but very distinct
in the wide distance separating the eyes, in the shape of the thorax,
and in the non-metallic colour of the body.

31, Amarygmus klossi, sp. n.

Ovate, strongly convex, head black, wneons between the eyes;
thorax dark purplish Blue changing towards the sides through green
to ®mneous; elytra polychrome, greenish blue along the suture,
ranging through wneous and coppery to purple on the sth and 6ih
intervals, then back to green along lateral marging underside, legs
and antennz black.

Head rather finely, not closely punctate, distanee between the
eves about equal to the length of the third anlennal joint, ocular
furrows wanting; antennz slender, about half as long as hody.
Thorax widest at base, the sides evenly arcuate, apical width abaut
half that of base. Elytra widest hefore the middle, the striz deep,
and moderately strongly punctured; intervals flat, rather strongly
bt not closely punctured. Length g mm,
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Sipora, Oct. 1524, 1 ex. {C.B.K. and N.5.}.

In shape resembles the common s, @nes, Wied., but quite
difierently coloured, and with differently formed elytral strizz and
intervals, From the description it would appear to resemble
A. padanguz, Gebien, but this species is smaller and has the elytral
intervals strongly convex behind, the femora probably more
strongly clavate, and the first joint of the posterior tarsi longer
than the rest together. In A. Eossi this jont is scarcely longer
than the last,

32, Cyriogeton tenuistriatum, sp. n <

Civate, very couvex, nitid, fusco-eneous with the front of the
head, antennse, apex of femora and tarsi black, the rest of the
femora reddish, with the tibie darker.

Head finely and sparsely punctulate, eyes moderately approxi-
mate, separated by a space rather less than the length of the 4th
antennal joint, with a fine but sharply cul_su]r:us rn_und LJ]I:I:r inner
edee; space between the eyes beliind their nearest approximation
impressed ; clypeal suture rather r]r:er:l_v incisad,  Antennme sienrder,
7th joint reaching base of thorax. Thorax very convex, especially
towards sides, strongly narrowed from middle to apex, sides
rounded, evenly bordered, but the margin somewhat concealed from
above by the convexity of the dorsum; anterior angles obtuse,
except for a small projection formed by the border. Elytra sua-
denly contracted at base, widest about the middle, finely seriate-
punctate, scarcely striate, the punctures evancscent near base and
apex, intervals fat, impunctate; lateral carina completely 1.’1511_:]&
from above. Underside of prothorax and mesasternum reddish
piccous; prosternum obiusely carinate hufqru_ coxe, hult concave
between them, impunctate, depressed behind coxz with apical
prominence; mesosternum medially excavate in front with vertical

walls for reception of prosternal process; metasternum strongly-

zneois; abdeomen reddish piceous with fainter @Eneous refections,
the segments longitudimally rugulose but scarcely punctate, anal
ssgment smooth with marginal suleus.  Legs sinooth, anterior
femora toothed bevond middle beneath, tfhmz rounded Ex_t_t'.rullaf.lly,
finely and sparsely punctulate, with tm‘nl_ur'mus sexual modifications
in the specimens before me.  Long. 16 x fat, 8 mm.

Sipora, 1 ex. (C.BK. and N.5.; Borneo, Sarawak, = ex.
(A R, Wallace),

Allied to C. insignjs, Pasc., but smaller and more convex, the
punctures of the elytral series less closely and more ::'}'fzguta;*lt}r
spaced. Probably also closely allied to C. bornecnsis, Pie, which
i5 unknown to me.

The individual from the Mentawi Islands differs from the
Bornean examples, which are taken as typical, m the darker, almost
black colour of the underside and legs.

Mus, 3, gan [8]
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33. Strongylium gratum, Mill  Siberut.
34, Strongylium pallidenctatum, Pic, Mélanges exot.-ent. fasc.
23, 017, p. 1§

[ have little doubt about the identity of this insect, examples
from Java agrecing tolerably well with the somewhat inadequace
description. The coloration wvaries conziderably, the head and
thorax being sometimes entirely testaccous, or the latter with the
lateral borders and a median stripe darker, the clytra testaceous,
with a basal triangular patch of paler vellow, and behind this 1wo
lateral patches fuscous with oreenish reflections. The single
example from Siberut, (H.H.K.) differs in having the elytra except
for two pale baszal parches, Wack with scarcely a trace of green.
The elytra seulpture is very peculinr; on a triangular area bounded
by the humeral callosity, the middle point of the side margin, and
the highest point on the suture (i.e. the dark area in the pale farm
noted above) the punctures of the striz are very large, deep, and
somewhat lenticular, the intervals, the first two excepted, rising
gradually from the inner limiting stria and falling away abruply
to the outer, almost as in Obrismaia sib-costatn, Fairm. (supra);
the large feveiform punctures encroach very slightly on to the
steep side of the interval, but extend nearly half way across the
gently sloping side; apart from this area the punctures are smaller
and more normal, the strime sharply impressed to the apex. The
apex of the elytra is sharply mucronate.

This species is closely allied to §. gracvidum, Mikl., which has
similar sculpture, but in the Jatter the thorax is narrower and more
CONVEX.,

30, Strongylium subdepressum, Gebien (7 M.5.) Siberut, 1 ex.
(C.B.K. and N.5.).

Theugh specimens from Sandakan, Borieo, were received
from the late Prof, C. F, Baker with this name, I cannot find that
@ description has ever been published. The Mentawi example
difiers from the Bornean specimens in being bright blue abaove
instead of testaceo-mneous, with the eclytral interstices uniformly
narrow; in the Sandakan example the third and fifth interstices are
more raised and costiform. Further examples from Borneo and
Penang show intermediate stages both in colour and in the
development of the costm,

36. Strongylium promiscuum, Geb, Supplem. Int, t 5, 1927, p. 56,
Sipora and Silerut.

The description agrees very closely with the specimens before
me, except that the triangular expansion of the anterior thoracic
border accupies only 1/10 to 1/8 instead of 1/3 of its median length.
As, however, the type is unique this might be an exceptional
occurrence,
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