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Today creation all is exultant and rejoices, for Christ has arisen, and
Hades was despoiled ... For You really and truly pledged that You
will be with us unto the end of the age, O Christ. And we the faithful,
clinging to Your promise, our anchor of hope, rejoice.

Easter Sunday Matins

he significant historical events in the history of

humanity that remain unsurpassed by other events
are that God made humanity in His image and
likeness, that humanity fell through disobedience to
God, that God became human in the Person of Jesus
Christ “for us and for our salvation,” (Creed) and that
he re-opened Paradise and restored mankind through
His Resurrection. All other human endeavours fall
short of these events and acts of love by God for us.

As we celebrate throughout this issue the 200 years
anniversary of the commencement of the
independence struggle by our
Greek forbears, we reflect on
how Christ's  Resurrection
impacted upon them, and the
lessons we draw from that
today as we celebrate His
Resurrection.

The word resurrection was
used by freedom fighters such
as Ypsilantis in terms of the
hour of Greece’s resurrection,

and in appealing to the
European courts Petros
Mavromichalis spoke of

resurrecting our unfortunate people, and nationalist
leaders in the village of Milies on Mount Pelion
toasted: “Christ is risen, long live the resurrection of
the homeland, long live liberty.” Austrian intelligence
reported that the Resurrection was represented
among the decorative motifs on the Greek
revolutionary flags. General Makriyanni’'s memoirs
referred to “the will of the just God to resurrect their
descendants, whose homeland had been lost for so
many centuries. And it was that they might remember
their faith that the true God resurrected them.”

The freedom fighters did not merely associate
resurrection with insurrection or liberation. They clung
to the “anchor of hope” chanted in Easter Sunday
Matins that Christ will be with us to the end of the age.
They hoped that the Resurrected Christ would bless
them because they also fought for the re-
establishment of His persecuted church.

Christ liberated us from the oppression of sin, from
eternal estrangement, from despair to hope through
His resurrection. They looked to be liberated from
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oppression so they could freely practice their religion,
speak their mother tongue, and not be treated as
second class citizens in their own country. Christ’s
liberation of humanity became the model for the
liberation of the nation. He had said “greater love has
no one than to lay down one’s life for his friends” (John
15:13), and He did just that. They were inspired by His
sacrifice to do the same by laying down their lives for
their fellow Greeks, and for the generations to come.
Christ’'s Resurrection bestowed upon them a gratitude
and a desire to reciprocate the love that He had shown
for us. Their example later inspired the WWII
resistance to the tyrannical occupants of Greece,
which became a shining beacon for other nations.

For the brave freedom fighters death was a present
reality, yet they went forth in boldness and in the
knowledge of Christ’'s victory
over death, and in anticipation
of the resurrection of the dead.
His resurrection permeated
their being and filled them with
joy as they prepared
themselves to surrender to
Him. They felt the joy the
disciples felt when the Lord
was risen.

The freedom fighters of 1821
were aware that as the Lord

: delivered the Israelites from
exile in Babylon, they lived in the hope that Christ
would bless their efforts and sacrifices to deliver them
from oppression.

Today, as we see evil in the ascent through the
passing of laws that are not in humanity’s interests, we
anticipate that we are entering a new age that will
oppress our faith. As we reflect on the Resurrected
Christ who has conquered death and tyranny and
division, we live in hope that He will always be
triumphant and prevail, and that He “will be with us
unto the end of the age.”

The Resurrected loving Christ calls upon us to share
in the joy of His resurrection, to be renewed in our
personal relationship with Him, to stand for love where
hatred persists, to preach compassion where injustice
abounds, and to insist on dialogue where division
prevails. He calls on us to emulate the faith, hope, and
love of the 1821 freedom fighters, to have a grateful
and sacrificial disposition, and to work with zeal in
piety and humility for His kingdom. Christ is Risen!
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€ Qutég TIC dUO )\sﬁslg KaTa)\nl o}
OpI0UPBEUTIKOG UUVOG TNG AVOOTACEWG.

BaAoapo oTig KapdIEG Twv BvNTWY avepwTTwy
ylati 0 AvaoTdag XpIoTOG avalpei TNV «TTpwnVv
KaTdpav» Kal xapi¢el 1n Cwr 0°6An TN TTecPévn
avBpwtroTnTa. AUTO TO XAPIOKA, AUTO TO WO,
TEXVOUPYNOE N AyaTrn Tou @eoU yia TOV XAUEVO
AvBpwTTo: «oUTW Yap nydrrnoev o Oedg Tov
KOGOV WOTE TOV UIGV auToU TOV JOVOYEVA
£0WKeYV, iva TTOG O TIOTEUWY £IG AUTOV N
atréAnTal, aAN’ €xer wiRv aiwviov» (lwav. 3:16).

Kail oto EuayyéAio Tng AvaoTdoewg, akoUuE ToV
©eoAdyo EuayyeAioTh va dIaKNPUTTEI KEV AUTW
¢wn Qv kai n {wn AV To WG TWV
avBpwtrwvy (lwav. 1:4). Eixe yéoa Tou (o
XpIoTo6) Cwn), kai Autdg oav TTnyn
NG (WNG £dnUIOUPYNOCE Kal
ouvTnpei kaBe {wn. Aid Toug
AoyIkoUG b€ avBpwTTOUg
nTav — o Xpiotég — Kal 10
TIVEUMATIKO Kal NBIKS
QWG TToU PWTIZEl TO
VOU TOUG KaI TOUG
odnyei otnVv
aAndeia. (Epu. M.
TpeuTTéAQ)

Ag pag £dwoe
MOVO TN QUOIKN
Cwn, aAAG Kupiwg
N {wr) Tou WTOG
TToU QWTICEl TO
VOU pag, divovTag
MOG «NyEPOVa
VOUVY», Kal
odnNywvTag Pag
atrd TN TAGvN
TTPOG OTNV
aAnBeia. Méoa
oTo AvaoTnuévo
2wHa Tou Inoou, uttdpxel duvaun TTou 6x1 HOVo
(woTrolei Toug BvnNToUg aAAd Kal yeUICel TIC WUXES
TWV avBpwTTwyV Pe Beia yvwon. Autq n Beia yvwaon
gival n TpaydaTikr Cwry. Me 10 AoyIKO PJag Kal Tn
ouveidnon pag, ouvaioBavopaoTe TNV €£4pTNON
MOG aTTO TO O€0, 0 OTT0IOG Eival TO «TTPWTO AITION.
Avayvwpifoupe Kal ogoAoyoUpe TTwg AuTog gival-
Kal €¢ autiag Tou, uttdpyoupe Kai Peig. Autr n Bcia
yvwaon hag avoiyel Toug vontoug o@BaAuoug va
Olakpivouue To KaAG atrd To Kakod, Tnv aAnBeia atrd
TO WEPQ, TO diKalo aTTO TO AdIKO.

KataAapaivoupe 1o BEANUa Tou Anuioupyou Kal Je

| eAeUBepn BoUuAnaon uttoTaYOPAOTE OTO B€Eio

BéANua. EmAEyoupe TNV NBIKA Kal TTVEUPATIKA
BedpeoTtn {wn, Kal e TN XApn Tou OgoU eATTiCOUNE
va agiwBoupue TNV alwvia ¢wr).

ApXNYOog Kail Ty GUTAG TS alwviag CwAG, TTAAI 0
AvaoTtnuévog Kupidg pag: «ZwRARV aiwviov EBWKE
nuiv o ©gdg, ka1 alTn n {wn £V TW UIW auToU
€oTiv. O £Xwv TOV UIGV éxel TV {wARV» (A’ lwav.
5:11-12). 'Edwoe 0 Oed¢ €1¢ NUAG TOUG TTIOTOUG
CwnAv alwviov, Kai n {wn auth uTTdpxel oTov Yidv
Tou kai 81 TNG eVWoEwS HETA Tou Yiou Tou,
peTadideTal €1¢ Toug TTIoTOUG. (Epp. TN, TpeuTtréAa)

O AvaoTnuévog Kuplog gival o VIKNTAG Kal
BplapBeutig Tou BavdTtou. OT0I10G (eI Ppéoa oTnV
aylaoTIKA xapn Tng EkkAnoiag Tou, evwveTal
016 NG TTiIoTEWG PE TOoV YIOV Kal
Nbyo Tou O¢gou, Kal £XEI TNV
aAnBivry, TN TTPAYMATIKA, TNV
aiwvia ¢wH.

O 18106 pag BePaiwver:
«Eyw €1pi n
AvdoTaoig Kai n
ZwA» (lwav. 11:25).

AnA. Eyw €xw Tn
duvaun va
avaoTaivw Toug
VEKPOUG, yiaTi Eyw
giyar n TMyn g
Cwne. Tiragia €xel
av {noouue
TEPICTOTEPQ
Xpovia TTavw oTn
yn; Xwpig 10
XpI1oTo, Cwn
avwTepn,
TIVEUMQTIKA, Ogv
UTTAPXEL.
KataAyoupe

TIVEUMATIKA VEKPOI.

Evw ekeivog Tou pe 10 MuaoTrpio Tng Ociag
EuxapioTiag Tpwyel TO WA Tou XpIoToU Kal TTVEI
10 Aipa Tou, yiveTal KOIVWVOG KAl CUPHETOXOG TNG
IDIKNG Tou Jakapiag Kal ateAeUTNTNG CWNG, OTTWG O
18106 10 BeBaiwvel (lwav. 6:54).

Kauid duvaun oTtov KOoPo Oegv  JTTOPE  va
avakOwel 10 peuha TNG CwNAG TTou 0 AvaoTdg
Kupiog pag petadidel. Autog o ZwTApag HAg,
AUTOG N xapd pag, Autdg n eiprivn Hag, Autdg Kal
n ¢wn pag.




round the time of Charlemagne,who was crowned
Holy Roman Emperor in 800AD, Western Europe
was in a state of confusion and feudalism.

Western Europe was going through the Middle Ages
(also known as the Medieval period). During this
period, war was the usual state among the countries
of Europe, and this prevented any significant social,
spiritual, scientific, or educational progress. As a
result, the people remained largely illiterate and
leading a mostly agrarian life. The Middle Ages are
generally accepted to have lasted from the 5th to the
14th Century, and were succeeded by the
Renaissance, spearheaded by education, philosophy
and technical advances.

Rome: Capital of the Western Roman Empire
Whilst all the above were taking place in Western
Europe, the Eastern Roman Empire with its capital in
Constantinople was flourishing in many aspects that
were deficient in the West. The Latin and Greek
languages were both spoken, as in all polyethnic
Empires, where more than one language were
commonly used. There was a predominance of Greek
residents, a fact which made Greek the dominant
language, and Latin was eventually abandoned in the
6" Century, after it had
ceased to be the official
language. At the same time,
the Empire was the centre
of power and wealth, and
this led to the development
of art, social improvement,
education, and the
establishment of scientific
Institutions. Culture,
language and art were
mainly Greek, with a
moderate degree of Roman
influence.
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Controversy arose as to whether the Eastern Empire
was Roman or Greek. The historians finally settled
that it was Roman. lts citizens were called Romaioi,

[Pwpaiol], and they are called “Rum” in Turkish and
Arabic today, and their country Romania [Pwpavia].

Following the fall of the Western Roman Empire in
476AD, friction began about the 6th century between
the Eastern and Western churches. The Church in
Rome introduced into the Nicaean Creed the word
“filioque”, meaning that the Holy Spirit can proceed
both from the Father and the Son. To the East that
was totally unacceptable, as one of the canons
protecting the Creed declares “no word can be added
to or subtracted from it”, and it clearly states that the

Constantinople:
Holy Spirit only proceeds from the Father. Only an
Ecumenical Synod could make any change, but the
Western Church had done it without any form of
consultation, excluding even the other four patriarchs.
Negotiations proved futile, and Rome eventually
inserted “filioque” permanently into its creed in the 9th
century.

Capital of the Eastern Roman Empire

Since then, changes in many aspects of dogmas and
teachings have been made by the Western Church,
opening the way for the
Protestant world to do the
same to its dogmas and
teachings. The final result
was that both denominations

Legend
3 Major Gities
Western Empire | |
I Fastern Empire

adopted the path of
Black Sea revisionism and relativism
[changing dogmas to fit

ideas of the world], rather
than the firm and immovable
~ truths of the Bible, the
- | Ecumenical Councils, and
the holy Fathers of the
Christian faith.




A

:
S -

25n Maptiou 1821 onuartodortei TNV évapgn mng

eMNVIKAG eTTavaoTaong Kai oTig 22 MapTiou 1829
TNV NUEPA TNG dnIoUpPYiag Tou VEOEAANVIKOU KPATOUG.
MapakdTw TTapoucidloupe PHEPIKOUG ATTO TOUG HPWEG.
Ta Koiv@ XapakTnPIoTIKA TOUG ATAV OTI O YUXEG TOUG
avdapav amd Ocia @Adya, kai gixav TTaTpiwTiké {rjAo.

Opiguévol atmé Toug Apweg ATV PEAN TNG «DIAIKAG
Etaipeiag», TTou Atav €va peydAo TTayKOOUIO PUCTIKO
eANVIKG eTTavaoTaTiké Kivnua Tng OTToiag nyrnbnke o
YywnA&vTng Katd Tnv €TT0XN TNG ETTAVACTACNG.

Fpnyépiog E’ Oikoupevikég TMarpidpxng

KwvoTavTtivouttoAewg  yevvhOnke [ewpylog
AyyeAdTTOoUAOG TO 1746 oTn Anuntodva Apkadiag.
Ai1dAxBnke o€ TOTNIKO OXOAEIO, PETA OTNV
ABrva, kai apyoTtepa otnv EuayyeAiki
2XOA TNG Zpupvng. AtmmooupBnke OTN
povh  Tou  Ayiou  Alovugiou  OTIG
2TPOPAdES VAiGOUG, OTTOU EKAPN MOVOXOG
ME TO Ovopa [pnyopiog. AkoAoubweg,
@oitnoe otnv TePienun MNaTuidda ZxoAnR.
O puntpotroNiTnG Zuupvng [pokdTTiog,
TOV XEIpOTOVNOE OIAKOVO Kal apyoTeEPa
TpeofuTepo.  Xeipotovrbnke  Mntpo-
TONITNG Zplpvng 10 1785 petd TNV A
ekhoyr] Tou [Mpokdmmou wg Martpidpxn.
ExAéxOnke opopwvwg lMaTtpidpxng TPEIG Qopés: 1
Maiou 1797, 24  Zemreufpiou 1806,  kai
18 AekeuBpiou 1818. H T1pitn TTaTpiapyia TOU
ouvoEBNKE PE KPIOIUATATEG OTIVUEG TOU EAANVIOUOU.
To kAiga yia Tov Fpnydpio Bdapuve otav £@Bacav ol
TPWTEG  TTANPOQOpiEG  yia TV KApUgn NG
Emravaotaong otnv MeAotrévvnoo. Or Eéveg TTpeafeieg
TOV TTapaKAAeaav va QuUyel. ApveiTal KATnyopnuaTIKA:
«Eipar marpidpxng yia va cwow Tov Aad pou, Oxi yia
va Tov pi€w aTa paxaipia Twv yevitoapwv. O Bdvatdg
Mou, iowg xpnoiyeloel TrepIcoOTEPO ot OTI Ba
w@elouoe n {wn pou. O TToIurV 0 KOAOG TNV WUxnv
autouU TiBnal utrép Twv TTpofdatwv.» ‘Etol, oTig 10 10
mpwi TNG 10ng AmpiAiou Tou 1821, aviuepa Tng
€opTng Tou lNdoxa Tov mdacave. ‘ETema amd @pikTd
BaoavioTApIa TOV KpEUAoav aTNV PUTTPOCTIVH] TTUAN ToU
MaTtpiapxeiou pe TTAAPN TNV TTATPIOPXIKA GTOARA TOU.

Metd ammd Tpeig pépeg kdmoiol EBpaiol éoupav 1O
Agiyavo TOUu OTOUG  KEVTPIKOUG  Opduoug  Tng
KwvoTavTivoutroAng. ‘ETreira Tov épigav otn 6dAacca
yla va Boulidéel. O kateTdviog ToU pwalkoUu TTAoiou,
NIkOAaog 2ZkAGBog, avéoupe TOo Aciyavo atmd Tn
Bahacca kai TO peTépepe oTtnv Odnoaod, OTToU
EKTEONKE O€ AdikG TTpookUvnua. To Aciyavo Tou
MeTa@épBNke aTnv  ABAvVa  Kal evaTToTéBNKE OTN
MntpdTToAn. AvaknpuxBnke Ayiog 1o 1921.
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he 25th of March 1821 marks the beginning of the

Greek revolution and 22 March 1829 the day of
the creation of the modern Greek state. Presented
below are some of the key heroes of that revolt. Their
common characteristics were that the Divine flame lit
their souls, and that their fierce patriotism was
inspirational to all.

A number of these heroes became members of the
“Filiki Etairia” (Society of Friends), which was a major
world-wide  underground  Greek  revolutionary
movement that was led by by Alexander Ypsilantis at
the time of the revolution.

regory V of Constantinople was the 234th
Patriarch of Constantinople. He was martyred in
1821 during the Greek War of
Independence and was glorified as a
~  saint by the Church of Greece 100 years
4} laterin 1921.

He was born Georgios Aggelopoulos in
Dimitsana, Arcadia prefecture in 1746, of
pious parents. He was a studious child
and his educational success took him to:
Athens; the Smyrna theological school;
and at Patmos after he had been
tonsured a monk and named Gregory.

~ Gregory returned to Smyrna and was
ordained a deacon in 1775. He subsequently became
an archdeacon, a priest and an assistant Bishop. In
1785 he was elected Bishop of the Metropolis of
Smyrna, succeeding Procopius who had become
Patriarch of Constantinople. Gregory was elected to
the patriarchal throne of Constantinople served as
Patriarch for three separate periods: 1797 to 1798,
1806 to 1808, and 1818 to 1821. His third and final
period was a crucial and tense time in the Greek
struggle for independence.

In 1818, Gregory provided his support to the Filiki
Etairia that was preparing for a revolt against the
Turkish rule. In reprisal for the society’s leader,
Alexander Ypsilantis, crossing the Prut River and
starting the Greek revolt in Romania, followed by the
revolt in the Peloponnese, Gregory was arrested
during the Divine Liturgy in Holy Week of April 1821.
He was hanged on the front gate of the Patriarchate
compound in his full Patriarchal vestments. After
hanging for three days and being mocked by the
passing crowds, his body was taken down and given
to a group of Jews who dragged it through the streets
of Constantinople before throwing it into the
Bosphorus Sea.

Gregory’s body was recovered from the sea by
Nicholas Sklavos, who was a Greek captain of a
Russian ship, and secreted to Odessa, then in
Southern Russia, where it was buried with honours at
the Church of the Holy Trinity. Later, his relics were
enshrined in the Metropolitan Cathedral in Athens.




@séGwpog Ko}\oxorpwvng (1770-1834) Hyetikn
popon NG EAAnvIKAG EtravdoTtaong, Tmou £dpace
autd Kol €ivar [

otnv [Melotrévvnoo. T
YVWOTOG Kal wg «M€pog Tou Mwpidy».

H oikoyévela Twv KoAokoTpwvaiwv atrd
T0 160 aiwva PpPICKOTaV 0€ adIGKOTTO
TOAEpo pe Toug Toupkoug. Hrtav 10
ETWV OTOV O TIATEPAG TOU OKOTWONKE
atmd Toug Toupkoug. To 1806, kard Tn
dIdpkeIa  TOU peyd)\ou Olwyuou  Twv
KAEQTWV  OTé  TOUG KaTaKTr]Teg,
Konopewos va dlaowBei Kal va KaTapuyel ot ZaKuveo
6trou  KaTtatdyxdnke oTov ayyAiké oTpard ki €@Bace
MEXP! TO BaBud Tou Taypatdpyn. To 1818 punbnke otn
dIAkA ETaipeia.

>ng 23 Maptiou 1821 oupueteixe oT0 UG TOV
Metpopten  MaupopixdAn oTpamiwTiké OCwua  TTOU
katéAaBe tnv KaAaudTa, onuatodotwvTag TNV &vapin
™G EAAnvIkKAG EmavaoTtaong. Apéowg MPETA €PRaAe
oKOoTO va KatoAdBer tnv TpimmoANTod, 10 SIOIKNTIKO
KEVTPO Twv OBwpavwy atov Mwpid, yiati aAAIWTIKa dev
Ba ptmopoUce va eTMKPATACEl N emavAoTacn, OTTWG
mioTeue. H vikn Twv EAAvwy oTto BaAtétal kai n dAwon
™G TPITTOAITGAG opeiAOVTal ATTOKAEIOTIKA Kal VO OTOV
KoAokotpwvn. Tov eméBalav wg apxnyd Tou
ETTAVOOTATIKOU OTpaToU Tng MeAotTovvrioou. ZTn Paxn
Twv AgpPevakiwy, OTTOU KOTAOTPAPNKE O GTPATOG TOU
ApdauaAn, avadeixbnke n aTPATNYIKA TOU 1810QUIa Kal N
KuBépvnon KouvtoupiwTn Tov SI0pICE QPXICTPATNYO
TWV  EMAVACTATIKWY  Ouvduewv. Or  TTOAITIKOI  Tou
avTITTaAoI BUCTUXWG ToV QUAAGKICAV, aAAG N KUBEpvnon
Tov ateAeuBepwoel 6tav o lumpanu ateliAoloe va
KaTaoTeiAel TNV eTTavACTACN Kal Tou avéBeoav Eavd Tnv

apxioTparnyia.

Eitre Ta €€AG: «lpétrel va QUAGEETE TNV TTIOTN GAG KOl
VO TNV OTEPEWOETE, OI0TI, OTaV TTACOUE Ta APUATA
EITTaNE TTPWTA UTTEP TTIOTEWG Kal £TTEITA UTTEP TTATPIOOG.
>€& €004G PEVEI VO I0IWOETE KAl VO OTOANICETE TOV TOTTO,
OTTOU €pEig eAeuBepwoape Kal, yia va yivel auto,
TTPETTEl va €XETE WG BePENID TNG TTONITEIOG TNV OpodvoIq,
TNV Bpnokeia Kal TNV @POvIPov eAeuBepia. »

Mewpylog Kapaiokdkng Bewpeitai n

OelTEPN TINO GCNMAVTIKA OTPOTIWTIKN
TTPOCWTTIKOTNTA Kal Nnpwag g
Emravaotaong T1ou 1821  perd  Tov
KoAokoTpwvn. ApxIKG uTihpée oTToudaiog
apHOTWAOGG. AvadeixBn oe peydaAn 1dioguia
oTparnyikng. 'Eyive otpamiwTikdg dloiknThG
AvartoAikAg EANGSag, kal TENKA €yive
oTPATNYOC.
Eitre 10 €€AG: «lMoAepoloape yupvoi, EuttoAnTol, dixwg
TPo®r. Me Tn Bonbeia Opwg Tou OLoU, TNV €uxr TOU
€6voug pJOG KOl HOVIAOPEVOl OTOBNKOWE, VIKAOOUE. ..
O¢€ pou, eyw doUAewa yia TN TTaTPIOA, EKAVA TO XPEOG
Mou...»

heodoros Kolokotronis (1770-1834) is one of the
most significant figures of the Greek War of
s | Independence. He was the brain of the
revolution and the animating spirit of the
Greek nation. He came from a family
with a long history of fighting Ottomons,

¢ and escaped to Zakynthos where he
served in the English Army. He returned
on the eve of the revolution. Due to his
military experience and knowledge he
! soon became the leading figure in
organising the Greek fighters. He led
the siege of Tripolis, and its surrender marked the first
success of the Greek revolution. He has gone down in
history for his great success in the defeat of the
Ottoman army under Mahmud Dramali Pasha at the
Battle of Dervenakia, where he displayed his fierce
courage, determination, patience, and military acumen.

His political opponents imprisoned him but freed him
when Ibrahim invaded Greece. Kolokotronis inflicted
major blows to the invaders through guerrilla tactics,
and was appointed commander-in-chief of the Greek
forces in the Peloponnese in 1825.

He was a deeply religious man, a virtuous leader who
believed ardently in the freedom of the Greek nation,
placing his ideas and principles above all. He taught
the Greeks to love each other and to fight against the
common enemy. He forgave all of his enemies who
had done harm to him or his family because he wanted
the Greeks to be united. He was illiterate for most of
his life but he was a gifted strategist. Three words
could characterize his spirit: prudence, providence and
wisdom. He later prompting the new generation to
rebuild the world that they liberated with religion,
solidarity and freedom.

eorgios Karaiskakis (1782-1827) was a famous

brigand, military commander and hero of the
revolution. He was born in a monastery near the village
of Mavrommati in the Agrafa mountains. He grew up in
poverty and at a young age was forced to the
mountains, joining the service of Katsantonis, a local
brigand. He was cunning, brave and
reckless, rising quickly through the ranks
to become lieutenant. He was one of the
first to take part in the Greek revolution
and his military genius became apparent
during the last years of the struggle. The
first Greek government appointed him as
chief marshal of eastern Greece. He made
Elefsina his headquarters. He was

‘ defeated when he sought to cut off Turkish supplies

during the siege of Acropolis. His initial failures were
followed by two famous victories at Arachova and
Distomo. He was killed on 23 April, 1827, after he was
fatally wounded by a rifle bullet in battle with the Turks
at Faliro. After Kolokotronis, Karaiskakis is considered
the revolution’s second most important military figure.
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I_Ia)\alwv MNatpwv Tleppavég I, 1771-1826)
YEVVABNKE ©OTN Anpmoava ApKG5IG§ O'Tlg 25
Maptiou 1771. Hrav amdé TOUG FF
TTPWTOYWVIOTEG IEPAPXES ™me &
EAnvikn¢ ETravdoTaong Tou 1821 pe |
OITTAWPATIKY Kal TTONITIKY) dpdon.

2116 25 Mapriou Tou 1821 o N epuavog
Uywaoe Tn onuaia Tou aywva Kal
KApuée Tnv €évapgn Ttng EAANVIKAG

Emravdotaong oTo povaaoTnpl
™G Avyiag Aaupag, TTOU §
XPnoiyoTTrolouvTav wg onueio
OUYKEVTPWONG TTPOECTWV,

OTTAAPXNYWV Kal KANPIKWY TNV TTEPIOdO auTH.

Eitre Ta €€A¢: «Na gioTe, AoiTdv, ayatrnuévol.
OmAioTeiTe pE Tov {rAo Tou @oU Kal TTAPTE Ta OTTAQ
oag, OI16TI gival TTPOTINOTEPO VA TTEBAVEI KAVEIG
TTOAEPWVTAG, TTapd va vipomdaoel Ta 1epd Tng Miotng
Tou Kail TRV Marpida Tou. ...H 1oTopia Kal To PéAAov
pag otnpifovTtal TTdvw aTn Opnokeia, otnv EAsuBepia
kal atnv lMarpida.»

Mavvng Makpuyidavvng (1797 — 1864)

ATav €vag atmd TOuG TIIO ONUAVTIKOUG
aywvioTég NG EAAnvIkAg EmavdoTtaong Tou
1821. 'Hrav oOTpamiwTIKOG KAl dpacThplo
TTOAITIKO TTPOOWTIO WETA T dnuioupyia Tou
eAeUBepOU EAANVIKOU KPATOUG.

2tTnv évapén Tng EmavdoTtaong ouveAnedn
atrd Toug ToupKkoug aTnv ApTa OuwG ypryopa
opatréteuae. MNMApe PHEPOG, TNV TTONIOPKIA TNG
ApTtag (12 Nogp.). Z116 4 louA. 1822, TToAéunoe
otnv Mdaxn Ttou léta. To kaAokaipr Tou 1823
oupTToAéuNoE pe Tov NIKNTapd OTIG JAXES TNG
BeAitoag kai tng Métpag. O Makpuyidvvng
dlopioTnke TONTAPXNG TNG APKadIAG (ONPEPIVAG
Kutrapiooiag) kal  Ouveioépepe OTNV  GUUVO  TOU
NeokdoTtpou Tng MUAou. Opydvwoe Tnv duuva Tng
TEPIOXNG OTouGg MUAOUG, KOI  OUMPETEIXE OTNV
opy@vwaon Tng dauuvag Tng ABrivag TTOANG Kai NG
AKPOTTOANG.

2Ta OTTOPVNUOVEUUATA TOU PVNMPEIWOEG £PYO-EEIOTOPEI
ME amAG TPOTIO  TIG EUTTEIpiEG TOU amod TNV
Etravdotaon aAAd kai To TTveUua Kal TO TIoTEUW Twv
AYWVIOTWV YId TNV AeUTEPIA.

Eitre 10 €€AG: «IMAya oToxdoTnka kai Ta
'Baha 6Aa ptrpooTd pou. Autd TTou Ba
TAOw yia Tn AeuTtepid TnG TTaTpidag pou
Kal TNG BpnoKeiag Pou, Kal OKOTWHO Kal
KIvOUvouG Kol aywveg. [Miya kar Tou
gima: «Eipgar &€log». Tou @iAnca TO
XEPI... Kal pe Tnv €uxny Tou Tmamd Tou
euloynuévou, Tng TraTPI®AG KAl TNG
Bpnokeiag pgou, o Oedg dev Pe dpnoe va
VTPOTTIAOTW. »

ermanos lll of Old Patras (1771-1826), was

born Georgios  Gotzias in Dimitsana,
. northwestern Arcadia,
@ Peloponnese. Before his

consecration as Metropolitan of
Patras by Patriarch Gregory V, he
had served as a priest and
Protosyngellus in Smyrna.

‘ ™ He played an important role in the
Greek Revolution, having diplomatic
8 and political activity. According to
% tradition and several written
sources, on the 25th March 1821

Feast of Annunciation Bishop Germanos proclaimed

the national uprising against the Ottoman Empire and
blessed the flag of the revolution at the Monastery of
Agia Lavra.

akriyannis was born loannis Triantaphyllou at
Lidoriki and was later nicknamed
‘Makriyiannis’ (Long John) on account of his height.

When in June 1825 Ibrahim Pasha attacked
the Miloi of Argos with a force of 4,000 foot-
soldiers and 600 cavalrymen Makriyannis,
together with Ypsilantis, Mavromichalis and
300 men, defended the position, which
commands the approaches to Nauplion.
They had already repulsed four fierce
attacks by Ibrahim when, towards evening,
they were reinforced by a detachment of the
. first regular Greek regiment. Its arrival
. decided the outcome of the battle, and the
Turko-Egyptian forces retreated in great
disarray, with heavy casualties. The gallant
Makriyannis, who was gravely wounded in
the fighting, was invited aboard the French Admiral de
Rigny’s frigate, where he was received by the admiral.

At the battle of Faliron on 5 February, 1827,
Makriyannis commanded the corps of Athenians,
under the orders of General Gordon. He distinguished
himself again and again in the defence of his position
through his bravery in a number of engagements.

After Greece’s Independence he had a tumultuous
public career and played an important role in drafting
the first Constitution to the Kingdom of
Greece. Like Kolokotronis, he was
sentenced to death but later pardoned.

He is also famously known for his
memoirs, which are a monument of
Modern Greek literature.




Mavtw (MaydaAnvr)) Maupoyévoug -

ggéxouoa  popery TG EAANVIKAG
Emavdotoong, pia amd TG  €AAXIOTEG
yuvaikeg TTou dlakpiBnkav otov Aywva.

H MavTtw Atav TAoUoIa yuvaika Kal E6dsye
6An TNV TTEPIOUTIA TNG yIa TNV eAeuBepia TNG
EAAGOOG. Katdopepe eTTiong va
OUYKEVTPWOEl KEQAAaIa NTWVTAG ATTO TOUG
EupwTtraioug @iAoug TnG va OuveEICQEPOUV XPAUATA
kal 6TTAa aTnv EmavdoTtaon. O ®paykiokog MNMoukefiA,
FdAog OImAwpdTng, €ime yid auTthAv: «ZTa apxaia
xpovia ol 'EAANveg Ba TrioTeuav TTwg €pxeTal n Bed
ABnvd o1 akTéG TG ATTIKAG. AMNG 0 oTaupdg Tou
TTaTEPA TNG, TTOU E€AAUTTE OTO OTBOG TNG MavTtwe,
Qavépwve OTI N npwida xpIaTIavr) Kal KOpn NAPTUPOG,
TTHPE Ta OTTAA yIa ThV TTIOTN Kal TNV TTOTPIda TNG. »

NAaokapiva MirouptrouAiva (11 Maiou 1771 —

22 Mdiou 1825) Atav npwida TnG EAANVIKAG
Emavdotaong Tou 1821. ‘Htav n Tmo
oTroudaia yuvaika TTou €Aafe Pépog oTnv
gTavacTacn, ¢Odewe TNV GNUOVTIKNA
TTEPIOUTIa TNG OTOV ATTEAEUBEPWTIKO aywva
ME TO OTPATO KAl «TA TTAANKAPIA TG KAl O€
OUoKOoAa xpovia £0¢eie OTIG yuvaikeg OAou
TOu KOOPOU TOV OPOPO TTOU TOUG apPMOCE
oTnNV KoIVwvia Kal 0To KPATogG.

Eimre Ta €€1¢: «Exaoca tov oUluyd pou. Euloyntdg o
O¢eb¢! O peyaAUTEPOG YVIOG UOU £TTECE PE T OTTAQ avd
X€ipag. Euhoyntdg o Oedg! O deltepog yiog you, 14
ETWV, MaxeTal ge Toug ‘EAANVEG kal TBavwg va PBpel
¢vdoto Bdvaro. Euloyntdég o Oedg! Katw ammd 1o
onueio Tou oTaupou Ba peucel €TTIONG TO AiPa [oOu.
EuloynTtdg o Oedg! Oa vikqooupe 11 6a TTaywouue va
Coupe! AAG Ba éxoupe Tnv TTapryopn 10éa OTI OTOV
k6opo Oev  a@AoauE TTOw pag OoUAoUG  Toug
‘EAANVEG.»

PrRyag ®epaiog 1 Priyag BeAeoTiving (1757 —

1798) yevvnBnke oTOo BeAeoTivo, TIG apxaieg
Qepég, 10 1757, amd  €0TTOPn  OIKOYEVEIQ.
Emnpeacpévog atmd 10 UpwTTAIKO SIaQWTICHO Kal TV
FaAAIkr) €TTavAoTaon OTOXOOTAG KOl €TTAVOOTATNG
Bewpeital  €BvopdpTupag  Kal  TTPOOPOUOG  TNG
EAAnvikng ETravacTaong tou 1821.

O Boupiog Tou Prya dvawe 1o TIveUua
g EmavdoTtoong oToug  payIddeg
«KaAAiTepa pIGG wpag eAelBepn Cwn
mapd capdvia xpovia okAafid kai
QUAOKN.» O Oeddwpog KohokoTpwivng
eitre yia Tov Priya ®epaio, Tou 10 AdyIa
Tou Eeonkwoav évav  oAOkAnpo Aad:
«EoTd6n o Priyag o péyag guepy£Tng Tng
QUANG pag. To peAdvi Tou Ba gival TTOAUTIPO eVWTTIOV
TOU ©€0U, 6GO Kal TO aia ToU TO Aylo.»

M anto Mavrogenous was a heroine
of the Greek revolution. She was
born in Trieste, which was part of Austria,
but is now located in Italy. She grew up in
an educated family and studied ancient
Greek philosophy and history, while also
| speaking fluent French, Italian and

' Turkish. In 1809 her family initially moved
to Paros and later returned to Mykonos, the island of
their origin. She learned with excitement from her
father that the Philiki Etairia was preparing the Greek
revolution. When the news arrived that the struggle for
freedom had begun, Manto invited the leaders of
Mykonos to a meeting and persuaded them to join the
revolution. This was declared in April 1821. Manto
was a wealthy woman and spent all her fortune for the
freedom of the Greeks. She also managed to raise
funds by getting her European friends to contribute
money and guns to the Revolution.

askarina Boumboulina was another

famous heroic woman of the Greek
War of Independence. She was born in a
prison cell in Constantinople and was the
daughter of Stavrianos Pinotsis, a captain
from Hydra. Boumboulina came from a
rich family from the island of Spetses.
She was involved with the undergound
organisation Filiki Etairia, which worked towards the
Revolution. She used her wealth to buy arms,
ammunitions, and to build a navy which she said she
did “for the sake of my nation.”

After the success of the revolution in Peloponnesos
and Central Greece, the uprising spread in the
islands. Spetses was the first of the islands to join the
revolution and this was mainly due to Boumboulina’s
leadership and courage. The example of Spetse was
followed by many other islands and therefore the
freeing of the island of Spetse was one of the initial
major steps towards victory for the Greeks. Thereafter
Boumboulina, with her fleet, took part in many naval
battles and dominated the Aegean creating problems
for the by far superior Turkish fleet. Her daughter,
Eleni Boubouli, later married the son of Kolokotronis,
Panos Kolokotronis.

Rigas Feraios was a Greek writer,
political thinker and revolutionary. He is
remembered as a Greek national hero, a
victim of the Balkan uprising against the
| Ottoman Empire and a pioneer of the Greek
War of Independence. He wrote the
Thourios (1797) or battle-hymn which every
Greek at the time could relate to in which he
wrote, “It's finer to live one hour as a free man than
forty years as a slave and prisoner.




Avdpéag MiaoUAng — Bwkog (Yopa

20 Maiou 1769 — 11 louviou 1835
Meipaide) Arav ‘EAAnvag kapaBokupng, TTou
OI00PAUATIOE TTPWTAYWVIOTIKO pOAO OTnV
emavaotaon  Tou 1821, wg dloiknTAg
vauapyog Tou eAANVIKOU oTéAou, oAAG Kal
OTNV PETETTEITA TTONITIKY) {wr) TOU TOTTOU.

Eitre Ta €€n¢: «AywviCou, Aoittdv, yevvaia
Kal peive BEBaiog, 6T TO ovopaATO  QUTWV TTOU
aywvicovTal yia Tnv TTaTpida Ba peivouv abdvara... »

MamapAéccag fn Mpnyopiog Aikaiog (1788-
1825) Arav KANPIKOG, TTONITIKOG Kal aywVIOTAG,
npwag NG EAAnvikhg ETTavdotaong Tou 1821.

O MatrapAéccag a@iepwbnKe Wuxn TE KOl CWUATI
oTnv UTTéBeon Tou €BvIKOU {eankwuou. MapopunTikeg
Kal evBouoiwdng, Tagidewe yI’ autdv TO OKOTTO OTIG
TTapadouvdapleg  nyedovieg  kal  KaTdgepe  va
evbouoidoel kKal va TTapacupel  TTOAAOUG
‘EAANveg. Eitre Ta €€n¢: « EAANveg! MoTE pnv
gexvare 1O xpéog oog oe ©egd kal of ¥
nanléa 2’ autd Ta duo oag opm(w r1 va ©
vmnooups N va Tebdvoupe KATw ot TN M
onuaia Tou XpioTou.» [

2ng 20 Modiou 1825 pe poévo 1000
TTOAEMIOTEG O0TO MaviaKl QvTIHETWTTICEI TIG M L &
XINGdeg aTpatd Tou lutrpanu. Apveitalr va =

QuUyel Kol TTEQPTEl NPwikd, UoTepa atmd  OKTAwEN
okAnpn péxn. O lumpanu Pével KATATTANKTOG aTTd TNV
ToAIKapId Twv EAAAvwv. BaBid eviummwoiacuévog
{nTdel va Tou Ppouv Tov veKPO [llatrapAécoa. Tov
Bprikav  atroke@aAiopévo  avAueca  OTA  VEKPA
TTaAIKAPIQ TOU.

Katd diarayr} Tou lutrpany, £TAuvav kal kaBdapioav 1o
VEKPO. ZTEPEWOAV TO WA 0 éva &€vopo. Avwaav
TOV KOPHUO HE TO KEQAA. ZTéKeTal o MTTpaiung oTO
VEKPO TTIA QVTITTAAO TOU. ZTEKETAI TOV KOITC.... TOV
KOITA.... ZKUBel £TTeITa Ye oeBacud TTOAU, okUBel Kal
TOV @IAEi Kal duvaTd pouppoupilel: «Makdpl va ‘couv
OIKO Jou TTaAIKApI! »

favdoiog Aidkog nrav armd TOUG TTPWTEPYATEG
ToUu €BvikoU feonkwpoU otnv AvartoAikhy ZTeped
EANGOa ka1 Apwag TNG paxng Tng AAaudvag.

Eime T yvwoTi @pdon oTtoug ToUpKoug
TTOU TOU ¢nToucav va ToupkEwel, eI0GAAWG
Ba Tov coUBAIcav: «IATe KI €0€ig KI N TTiOTN
0ag, PoupTaTeg, va xabeite. Eyw Mpaikdg
yevvnonka, Mpaikég Be va reBavw! »

«Ag BéAw, va pou AutrnBeite o€l TNV
TTaAIkapid pou. Exeivog TToU TEBaiver yia
TNV TTarpida Kal TNV TioTn Tou XpioTtou, d¢
@oBdral ouTte GoUBAICHA oUTE WHGIUO! »

Andreas Miaoulis (1769-1835) was
an admiral and politician who
commanded Greek naval forces during
the Greek Revolution. He was born
Andreas Vokos in Hydra, and was later
nicknamed Miaoulis (ie. brainy one).

At the age of 17 he became captain of a
commercial ship. During the Napoleonic
wars he showed courage in shipping wheat and corn.
This enabled him to accumulate considerable wealth,
which he used to contribute to the Turkish resistance
in every way possible.

He was appointed admiral of the Greek fleet in the
revolution’s second year. He defeated the Turkish
navy near Patra and the Turko-Egyptian navy near
Geronda. On many occasions he was able to provide
supplies for Greek cities besieged by the Turks (e.g.
Mesologi). He lead Greeks to victory in skirmishes off
Modon, Cape Matapan, Suda and Cape Papas.

apaflessas or Gregorios Dikaios
(1788-1825) was a patriotic Greek,
§ priest, government official, and a key
figure of the Greek Revolution. He is
remembered for instituting many reforms,
establishing the Greek postal system and
buiIding many schools. He was born in
1788, in Messinia, Peloponnese. In his
teenage years he became a monk, and was ordained
an Archimandrite in 1818. The Turks forced him to
leave Greece due to his revolutionary character. He
was named Minister of Internal Affairs and chief of
Police by the government of Prince Alexander
Mavrocordato under the name of Gregorios Dikaios.
This was his alias when serving with the “Filiki
Etairia”, in which he became a key member. Under
Ypsilantis’ orders he returned to the Peloponnese and
started preaching the ideal of liberty and freedom to
ferment rebellion, and prepare the people to revolt
against the Turkish oppressors. In 1825 the Turks
invaded yet again under lbrahim with 6,000 French
trained Egyptian troops. Papaflessas met him with a
charge of 1,000 men. The battle that later claimed his
life took place at Maniaki on 20 May 1825, where
Ibrahim attacked the Greeks with a ten to one
advantage and killed 600, including Papaflessas who
fought bravely to the bitter end.

thanasios Diakos was a great

military commander. He was born
Athanasios Nikolaos Massavetas and
was the grandson of a local brigand. He
was drawn to religion from an early age
and went to the Monastery of St John the
Baptist for his education. He became a
monk at the age of 17 years and was ordained a
deacon of the Greek Orthodox church not long after.




Kwvotavrivog Kavdapng (Wapd

1793 A 1795 — ABrva 2 ZemteufBpiou
1877) ATav onuUAvTIKA JOPQI TOU VAUTIKOU
aywva kata v EAAnvik ETTavdoTtaon Tou
1821 kal peTETTEITA VAUOPXO0G KAl TTONITIKOG,
0 omoiog  OIETENECE  TTEVTE  QOPES
TpwBluTToUPYOS TNG EANGDOG (1844, 1848-
49, 1864, 1864-65 kai 1877).

O1 KupidTEPEG TTOAEUIKEG evépyeleg Tou Kavdapn otnv
Etravdotacon Tou 1821: MupTroAei tnv vauapyida tou
KatreTav TTacd Kapd AAr otn Xio (6 - 7 louviou 1822),
Avativalel TOUPKIKO BikpoTo 0TO OTEVO PeTaEU TevEdou
Kal Tpwadag (28 OkTwppiou 1822), MupTroAei TOUPKIKN
@peydra kovtd otn Zduo (5 AuyouoTtou 1824),
ekdIkoUpevog Tnv kKaraoTtpo®ry TG Kdoou kal Tng
TTaTPidag Tou, MNMUPTTOAET TOUPKIKF KOPRETO OTA AVOIXTA
™G MutiAvng (23 - 24 ZemrepPpiou 1824), Kai n
TOAUNPOTEPN  €vépyeld  TOU -  aTromeEIpdtal  va
TTUPTTOAACEI TOV  QIYUTITIOKO OTOAO OTO Aly@vi TG
AAegavdpelag (29 louhiou 1825).

‘Epeive  yvwoTdG OTnv  I0TOpIa yia  TOV
ATTOPAUIAAO NPWioud TOu Kal TNV amoé@acn
yla Buaia utrep TNG eAeuBepiag TnG TTaTpidog.
Mpiv atrd KABe €TTiBeon pe TO UTTOUPAGTO TOU
¢éAeye oTOov €aUTO TOU TN @NuICUévN @pdon:
«KwvoTtavth, 6a mebaveig!»

AAé§avdpog  YwnAdaving (1792 -

1828) oTpaTIwTIKOG, AGYIOG Kal apXnyos
NG DIANKAG ETaipgiag onuavTikog €AAnvag
™G dlacTropds nTav  UTTOOTPATNYOS Tou
PWOCIKOU OTPATOU KAl CUMETEIXE OTnV OIAOKEWN TNG
Biévvng 10 1814-1815 610U atre@acileTo atmd TOUG
MEYAAOUG TNG ETTOXNG OI TUXES TwV Aawv TNG EupwTng.

21¢ 7 louviou 1821 o oTpatdég TOU YWnAdvTn
KaraoTpaenke oTn  udyxn Tou Apayatcaviou Kal
UTTOXWPENOE TTPOG Ta auoTpIaKd ouvopa. Mapadddnke
oToug AuCTpPIaKoUG, GUAOKIOTNKE Kal aTTEAEUBEPWONKE
oTIG 24 Noepfpiou 1827. H kAoviopévn uyeia Tou dev
TOU €TTETPEWE va Bonbroel 1o emavaoTarnuévo £€6vog.
MéBave otn Biévvn dU0 PAvEG PETA TNV ATTOQUAGKIOH
Tou, oTIG 19 lavouapiou Tou 1828.

Eire 10 €€ng: «H Tatpida pag TTpookoAei. Ag
avTnxrnoouv, Aoitrév, 6Aa Ta 6pn Tng EANGSaAg ato Tov
NXO TNG TTOAEPIKAG pag odATTyyog. Eival kaipdg va
aTroTIVAEOUPE TOV apopnTo... CUYO, va EAeUBEPUWCOUNE
TNV TTaTEida... va UYPWOOUNE TO OnUEio, JE TO OTTOIO
TTAVTOTE VIKAUE, TOV 2ZTOUPO... MeTagU pag o KaAUTEPOG
Ba civar otmoiog Ba utepaoTmioTtei Ta Sikala TG
Tatpidag  pe  peyaAUTepn avdpeia kal Ba TNV
UTTNPETAOEI KOAUTEPA... 2Ta OTTAa Aoitmov  @ilol, n
TaTPiIda PAG TTPOCKAAEIL. »

Constantinos Kanaris (1793-1877) came
from the island of Psara. He blew up the
Turkish armada at Chios and at Tenedos
and other Turkish ships at Mytilene and
Samos (1824).

He was known in particular for his role in
destroying the flagship of Turkish admiral
Nasuhzade Ali pasha in revenge for the
Chios massacre on the night of 6 June, 1822. There
were 2,000 Ottoman casualties, including the pasha
himself. He attempted to burn the Turkish ships at the
port of Alexandria in order to destroy Mehmet Ali’s
preparations against Greece and failed only due to the
wind blowing from the opposite direction.

Kanaris became one of the important naval figures of
the revolution and was one of the few people to gain
the trust of loannis Kapodistrias, the first Head of State
of independent Greece. He became involved with
politics opposing King Othon. He served several times
as a minister and became prime minister. He was a
brave, courageous and modest man.

lexander Ypsilantis, is considered to be

one of the founders of Modern Greece. He
suffered many tragedies during his lifetime and
died in prison at the age of 35 His
contributions to the history of Greece was
important as they assisted in the establishment
of an independent government in Greece in
1832, a few years after his death.

Alexander Ypsilantis was born in

Constantinople in 1792. His family fled to Russia when

a war broke out between the Ottoman and the Russian
Empires in 1805. In Russia Alexander learnt to speak
fluently in French, Russian, German and Romanian. He
spent much of his teenage years as a political refugee.

He was invited to visit the Court of Tsar Alexander | of
Russia. He joined a Russian military mounted brigade
in 1808, when he was 16. During this period, the
French army invaded Russia and Alexander Ypsilantis
served in the Tsar’s military forces who opposed
Napoleon. He lost his right arm during the fighting. By
the age of 25, Alexander Ypsilantis had become a
general. He was later voted leader of Filiki Etairia.

In 1820 he encouraged a rebellion in Wallachia and
Moldova, Romania, after a powerful Ottoman warlord
revolted against the Sultan. He hoped the insurgency in
early 1821 would inspire revolutionaries in Greece to
declare independence, and possibly receive Russian
assistance. His four-month long military campaign
failed to arouse widespread support. Authorities of the
Austro-Hungarian  Empire  imprisoned him in
Theresienstadt until 1827. Tsar Nicholas | arranged for
his release, but he died in Vienna in early 1828.




Questions & Answers

Why did Judas betray Christ?

he key passage relating to this question is

John 12:1-8. Jesus was at Bethany a few days
before His passion, at the house of Lazarus whom
He had resurrected, together with his sisters
Martha and Mary. Mary anointed the feet of Jesus
with a very expensive fragrant oil. Judas Iscariot
said, “Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three
hundred denarii and given to the poor?”

The Gospel writer commented, “this he said, not
that he cared for the poor, but because he was a
thief, and had the money box; and he used to take
what was put in it.” Jesus responded to Judas,
“Let her alone, she has
kept this for the day of My
burial. For the poor you
have with you always, but

Me you do not have
always.”
Thus, one predisposing

factor to Judas’ betrayal
was his avarice, i.e. his
love for money. This vice
had blinded his spiritual B8
vision and distorted his ¥4
view of the world. He
became oblivious to what
was really happening
between Jesus and Mary.
His mind and heart were
on just one thing: acquiring
more money. Thus, in one
way, betraying Jesus fed
his avaricious appetite.

The precipitating factor to
the betrayal relates to how
Judas reacted to Jesus’
gentle chastisement.

Jesus, in his very loving response, was inviting
Judas to look beyond the material things, and to
appreciate the spiritual. Mary’s act was a blessed
outpouring of gratitude, contrition, love and
devotion. However, according to Matthew 26:14
and Mark 14:10, Judas reacted to Jesus’ response
by immediately going to the chief priests. Being
blinded by his passion, Judas had found Jesus’
words offensive. He could suddenly justify his

actions by convincing himself that Jesus was
being wasteful, dismissive and unreasonable.

Alas, do you see how our passions twist our view
of the world and of God? St Paul warns us to be
vigilant, and to exhort one another, so that our
hearts are not hardened through the deceitfulness
of sin (Hebrews 3:13). In all of this, Judas was
also showing another great vice, that of sinful
pride.

In reflecting on this, however, Judas’ greatest fault
was not that he had betrayed Jesus. After all, the
betrayal led to the fulfilling of God’s salvation for
humankind through His
crucifixion and
resurrection.

Judas’ greatest fault was
his lack of  proper
repentance. Had he truly
repented, he would have
been forgiven, just as St
Peter was. Judas indeed
became remorseful, but
did not achieve the second
stage of repentance, which

is tuning to God in
contriton and  humility.
Instead, he went and hung
himself. His  spiritual
blindness had become
% such that he lost his way

to finding true repentance.

Judas becomes an
example for us of what to
flee from in our spiritual
lives.

Yes, we all sin, and we all
have vices. However, if we
allow them to become unchecked, and if we
remain self-absorbed, then our path to repentance
becomes so much more difficult.

Let us instead follow the example of Mary, so that
through our repentance, our love, and our
devotion to God, our lives become a sweet and
precious fragrance accepted by God.

T FrG. L.
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ho for us and for our salvation, came down
from Heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became human.

The third Article of our Creed initiates us into a
succinct outline of the historic events which mark the
life of Christ - the Incarnate Son and Word of God.
He is the protagonist in the Divine Economy i.e., the
working of our salvation, for “the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us” (John 1:14).

In our Orthodox tradition, Christology and
anthropology (especially the Creation of Man) go
hand in hand. The Person of Christ - the greatest
mystery to ever touch mankind - inspires in us such
questions as: ‘Who is He?... Why did He do what He
did?... What does He offer me?’

This baffling paradox - |
that God became man, =
that the King took on the |
form of the servant, that
the Omnipresent One
entered time and place —
how can we understand
it?
The pronouns “us” and |
“‘our” in this Article, %
indicate the deeply
personal nature of
salvation for every human
being made in the Image
of God. Everything that
Christ did (Incarnation,
Passion, Resurrection,
Ascension), He did for us.
God in His unconditional
love “desires all men to be
saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth”

(1 Tim 2:4).

But why did the Son of
God come into the world?

God’'s will for man always
was and is, that man
should be united with God
through participation in His uncreated divine
energies. Man’s calling is to reach theosis, to
become like God and share in His eternal
blessedness.

Following man’s distorted use of his free will and
deviation from God’s will (the fall), this break in
communion between man and God resulted in tragic
consequences, including the introduction of death,

sickness, decay and estrangement, into the whole
created world. The Image of God in human nature,
though not destroyed, was marred and man was
continuously inclined towards sin.

God alone could provide the cure and pave the way
of reconciliation between man and his Creator.
Christ in uniting the divine nature with human
nature, renewed the Divine Image within man. He
became the “New Adam”, and fulfilled that which the
first Adam had failed to do, in the most astonishing
way... “He Himself likewise shared in the same
[human nature], that through death He might destroy
him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,
and release those who through fear of death were
all their lifetime subject to bondage” (Heb 2:14-15).

| Saint Athanasios the
- Great in addition to the
above, describes as a
reason for the Incarnation
- that man might know His
Creator, “for why would
God create us, if He did
not want us to know

» Him?” The Incarnate
K7m Word through His works,
manifested the  Holy
Trinity in the created
, world.

That the Son of God
“came down from
Heaven” does not mean
y there was a time when He
' was absent from Heaven:
“Wholly present on earth,
yet never absent from
Heaven was He, the
Infinite Logos” (3" Stanza,
Salutations to the
Theotokos). The Son of
God came in accordance
with the will of God the
Father, voluntarily
expressing the Father’s
will, demonstrating the

one Divine will.

As we celebrate His Resurrection we reflect in
gratefulness on how He has united us with Him, and
has for our salvation opened Paradise, which we will
cover in this series on our Creed.

The series on our Creed will continue in the next
issue of Lychnos.
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NEWS and VIEWS

The Contribution of the Clergy in 1821

On Sunday 18 April 1821 the Greek Orthodox Christian Society continued its monthly presentations
celebrating the 200 years anniversary of the Greek Revolution. The presentation was hosted at St
John’s parish Parramatta and in the presence of His Grace Bishop Emilianos of Meloa, and many clergy
and laity.

The focus of the celebration was the Contribution of the Clergy in 1821. It consisted of songs, slides, music,
and a play which walked us through the leadership the various Hierarchs and Clergy provided, including a
moving rendition of Patriarch Gregory V’s sacrifice. During the period of Ottoman rule until the national
uprising of 1821 the sacrifices by the priesthood of the Church included 11 Patriarchs, 100 metropolitans,
more than 6,000 priests and monks, and myriads of believers amongst the laity.

The “new witnesses” confessed: “For Christ, the holy faith, and for the freedom of the Homeland.”
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