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Seven tonnes of computer usually yield a tonne of gold-bearing components,
which are crushed to a gritty powder. The amount of precious metal in the
powder is determined, and customers are paid according to assay results.
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The technology has two great advantages as a storage medium. It can pack a
lot of information in a small space, and the recording is permanent. The
information stays put even if the power goes off or someone presses the wrong
button. An optical disc that is 12 centimeters in diameter contains about 600
megabytes of information and sells for less than 12 pounds. An optical
publisher, for example, could replicate a disc containing a set of any country's
telephone directories or maps as easily as pressing an LP.
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