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Seniors 65 & Up Medicare Supplements » Insurance + Prescrip

EAISER FERMAMENTE

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1975
More locations and more ways fo service your insurance and fnancial needs

6300 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1900 805 East Broad
Glendale, CA 91

300 N. Lake Ave, Suite 500

A.B.A. INSURANCE SERVICES
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Sarkisian Blames Azerbaijan for Turkey Angered by Genocide Conference
Recent Ceasefire Violations Held in Prague

PRAGUE -- The Turkish Em-
bassy in the Czech Republic has com-
plained to a local non-governmental
organization about aninternational con-
ference on genocides and the 1915
Armenian massacres in the Ottoman
Empire in particular, highlighting the
resistance in Musa Dagh.

The Prague-based Research Cen
ter for Archeology of Evil held the
conference in the Czech capital on
June 18-20 as part of a project de-
signed to combat racism and xenopho-

bia through raising public awareness Simon Krbec, head of the Research
of crimes against humanity. Center for Archeology of Evil

_ ~ Simon Krbec, head of the center, apout their version of what happened
ST T e e T G e sqld Turkl'sh Embassy ofﬂmalsmvned in the Ottoman Empire and they invited
et K s - ot : him and his colleagues to a meeting theys to |stanbul to study their archives,”
day after the conference finished its ne gdded.

work. “We were asked why we chose, During the conference Armenia’s

YEREVAN -- President Serzh and unjustified arrogance causes ten2s they put it, a controversial issue ampassadortothe Czech Republic, Tigran
Sarkisian on Tuesday again blamedsion both near the line of contact in the Such as the Armenian genocide for thegeyranyan, delivered opening remarks
Azerbaijan for recent ceasefire viola- conflict zone and along the Armenian- conference,” he told RFE/RL’s Arme- eflecting on Franz Werfel's novel The
tions in the Nagorno-Karabakh con- Azerbaijani border,” said the President hian service (Azatutyun.am). “They porty Days of Musa Dagh, and noted
flict zone and the lack of progress in of Armenia. tried to explain that they are not happy that on every April 24 the Armenian
Armenian-Azerbaijani peace talks. Sarkisian claimed that the peace With this content of the conference, community of the Czech Republic pays

“The policy adopted by process is deadlocked becauseespecially considering the fact that jis respects to this great novelist.
Azerbaijan in the past year, its belli- Azerbaijan accepts only one of three from their point of view we did not The Ambassador also reflected
cose statements and unfounded selfinternationally recognized principles invite some Turkish researchers t0 gn the Armenian Genocide’s interna-
confidence are causing tension boththat are at the heart of peace proposal$hat conference.” tional recognition process and briefed
on the [Karabakh] line of contact and made by the three mediating powers. “We replied thatwe are notdivid- the discussants on the Turkish
the Armenian-Azerbaijani border,” he “While claiming to agree to these Ing historical research into some na- goyernment’s denialist policy in this
told a joint news conference with three principles, Azerbaijan in reality tional or opposite sides, that we follow yggarg.

Austria’s visiting President Heinz accepts only one of them: the principle the mainstream of research on geno- Afterward, thorough presenta-
Fischer. “And it was not accidental of territorial integrity of states,” he cide studies in the world,” Krbec said. tjons were delivered on the Arme-
that as a result of those provocationssaid. “It rejects peoples’ right to self- “We said that, for example, the Inter- njgns’ self-defense in Musa Dagh, the
young men were killed and the situa- determination and the principle of national Association of Genocide Schol- Aormenian Genocide, and official
tion escalated in the last several weeks.’peaceful solutions to conflicts. So when ars recognized the Armenian genocideapkara’s continuing policy of denial.

“The situation around Nagorno- these principles are really accepted,as genocide. So we don’t see areason  A|so, Andrew Goldberg’s docu-
Karabakh remains a challenge for thethe conflict will be resolved.The latest to invite some Turkish researchers.” mentary entitled “The Armenian Geno-
security of both the region and Eu- flair-up in violence along the Arme- “They provided us with books ¢ide” was screened.
rope. We see no alternative to a peacenian-Azerbaijani border and near
ful settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh Nagorno-Karabakh occurred on JuneInternational Crisis Group Report on Armenia:
conflict within the framework of the 4-6 amid the regional tour of United

Serzh Sarkisian with Austria’s visiting President Heinz Fischer

OSCE Minsk Group. But, unfortu- States Secretary of State Hillary An 0pp0rtun1ty for StatesmanShlp
nately, the policy of Azerbaijan during Clinton. At least nine soldiers on both .
the past year, its militarist statementssides were killed in the border clashes. Executive Summary and

Recommendations
After May’s parliamentary elec-

European Court Fines Yerevan for tions, Armenia is preparing for a piv-
* 41 L otal presidential vote in 2013 that will N Y e 2 B
OppOSlthl’llSt s Arrest determine whether it has shed a nearl ||-|J[E[”dt|[|nd [:"555 E rﬂup

The European Court of Human two-decade history of fraud-tainted WURKING T0 PREVENT

CONFLICT WORLOWIDE

Rights has ordered the Armenian au-
thorities to pay 4,500 euros ($5,600)
worth of compensation to an opposi-
tion figure who was arrested in 2006
for allegedly calling for a violent re-
gime change.

Vartan Malkhasian was one of
the leaders of a radical opposition
group, called the Armenian Alliance of

elections and put in place a govern-
ment with the legitimacy needed to
implement comprehensive reform and
resolve its problems with Azerbaijan.

President Serzh Sarkisian has a briefcitizens opting out of democratic poli-

opportunity to demonstrate statesman-tics, including by emigration.

ship before he again faces the voters in The genuinely competitive par-

what is likely to be a competitive con- liamentary election had some positive

The court ruled late on Tuesday test. Sarkisian has demonstrated someaigns. Media coverage during much of

Volunteers, when he was arrested inthat Malkhasian’s six-month pre-trial courage to promote change, but likethe campaign was more balanced, and
December 2006. A Yerevan court con- detention violated key provisions of his pre-decessors, he has thus fafree assembly, expression and move-
victed Malkhasian of publicly advocat- the European Convention on Humanfailed to deal effectively with serious ment were largely respected. The
ing a “violent overthrow of constitu- Rights. It said Armenian courts failed economic and governance problems,president’s ruling Republican Party
tional order” and sentenced him to two to substantiate their decisions to allow including the debilitating, albeit low- won a solid majority of seats, but its
years in prison in August 2007. prosecutors to keep him under arrestintensity, Nagorno-Karabakh war. former coalition partner, Prosperous
The oppositionist denied the pending trial. Another election perceived as seri- Armenia — associated with rich busi-
charges as baseless and politically “l was kept under pre-trial arrest ously flawed would serve as a further nessman and ex-president Robert
motivated before appealing to the unfairly,” Malkhasian told RFE/RL’s distraction from peace talks and se-Kocharian — came in a strong second.
Strasbourg-based court. He sought vere economic problems. The likely
110,000 euros in moral damages. Continuedonpage4 consequences would then be ever more Continued on page 4
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Armenia Accuses Azerbaijan of Human
Rights Violation During Karabakh Conflict

NEW YORK -- Armenia’s Per- Armenian settlements of Artsvashen,
manent Representative atthe UN, Am-Shahumyan in the north of NKR,
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Turkey to Restore Ties With France

ANKARA -- Turkey has agreed criminalise denial of the Armenian geno-
to restore all ties with France, Foreign cide in 1915. After the contentious bill
Minister Ahmet Davutoglu said on passed in the National Assembly Tur-

bassador Karen Nazaryan delivered aGetashen and another 18 villages werel hursday, stating that sanctions im- key retaliated by suspending military
speech at the discussions on the issuéazed to the ground as a result of theposed on Paris would no longer beand political cooperation with Paris.

of protection of the civilian population conflict, about twenty settlements are
during conflicts held at the UN Secu- still occupies by Azerbaijan.
rity Council. The Ambassador added that

Speaking about the Karabakh con- “Azerbaijan continues the infringe-

implemented. But France’s top constitutional

“Sanctions will drop from the court struck down the bill in Febru-
agenda thanks to this new stanceary, saying it violated freedom of
adopted by France,” Davutoglu said in expression, in a ruling welcomed by

flict, Ambassador Karen Nazaryan em- ments against the frontline settlementsa televised interview, adding that he Ankara. Sarkozy vowed to launch

phasized Azerbaijan’s responsibility for of independent Artsakh and Armenia,
the crimes against humanity commit- turning down the calls of the OSCE
ted at the conflict zone. He said the Minsk Group Co-Chairs and the UN
Azerbaijani authorities are responsible Security Council to implement confi-
for the violation of rights of hundreds dence-building measures.”

of thousand of displaced persons and In that context the Ambassador
refugees, the ethnic cleansings andnoted that Armenia welcomes the

aggression unleashed in response td-0s Cabos statement of the Presi-

the realization of the right of the people dents of the Minsk Group co-chair-
of Nagorno Karabakh to self-determi- ing countries and urged the
nation, as well as the massacre of theAzerbaijani side to stop all kind of
Azerbaijani population in Khojalu. provocations at the Armenian border

Ambassador Nazaryan informed and the line of contact with Nagorno
members of the Security Council that Karabakh.

PACE President Against Karabakh Subcommittee

President of the Parliamentary efforts,” he said on Monday, noting
Assembly of the Council of Europe that increasing the number of institu-
(PACE) Jean-Claude Mignon voiced tions aimed at the conflict resolution
his opposition to the activity of a an unreasonable step.
subcommittee on the Nagorno The PACE head further stressed
Karabakh conflict settlement within intention to meet with Armenian and
the PACE. Azerbaijani delegations and hold dis-

“Though I thrustthe OSCE Minsk cussions on a Karabakh conflict sub-
Group’s activity, it should intensify committee with them.

Tumanyan’s House in Tbilisi Will Become a
Center of Armenian Culture

TBILISI -- The fate of
Armenian great write
Hovhannes Tumanyan
Thilisiisfinally decided. Chai
man of Armenian Writery .
Union Levon Ananyan had
meeting with the journalist
today and during the pre|
conference officially handef
the keys of Tumanyan’s houj
to Primate of the Georgig
Diocese of the Armenian Af
ostolic Church, Bisho
Vazgen Mirzakhanyan.

o om—

would be visiting Paris next month. new legislation but was defeated at
New French President Francois the polls first.
Hollande promised to open a “new During the interview, Davutoglu
page” in relations, which hit a low in said he soon would pay an official visit
December after France's lower houseto Paris for talks with French officials.
of parliament voted overwhelmingly in “After the talks on July 5, this stagna-
favor of a draft law to make itillegal to tion in bilateral ties will hopefully be
deny the Armenian Genocide. over,” he added. A Turkish foreign
Turkish-French relations dete- ministry diplomat told AFP that
riorated under Hollande’s predecessorwhether sanctions against France
Nicolas Sarkozy, who angered Ankarawould be dropped would depend on
when he pushed ahead with the bill tothe upcoming meeting.

Armenian Government Program
Approved by Parliament

YEREVAN -- Inwhatamountedto majority, is against this program,”
a vote of confidence, the Armenian par- Oskanian told RFE/RL’s Armenian ser-
liament approved on Thursday a five- vice (Azatutyun.am). “| think that the
year program of government actionsruling party and the government must
submitted by Prime Minister Tigran take this fact into account. | think they
Sarkisian’s new cabinet and strongly must revise this program because there
criticized by the opposition. is huge resistance.”

In the next five years the govern- Opposition parliamentarians ques-
ment formed by the ruling Republican tioned the government’s ambitious so-
Party of Armenia (RPA) and its junior cioeconomic targets and pointed to its
coalition partner Orinats Yerkir, in par- allegedly poor track record during the
ticular, pledges to double the official debates.LevonZurabian,the parliamen-
minimum wage of 32,500 drams (about tary leader of the opposition Armenian
$80), create an additional 100,000 jobs,National Congress (ANC), also gave a

“Pan-Armenian foundation of Ghukasyan who assisted to buy therequce the poverty rate and encouragepolitical reason for rejecting the pro-

writers has bought the house and pre-house and also to restore it. “We man-
sents it to the Georgian Diocese of theaged to return to the nation a memory

Armenian Apostolic Church”, Ananyan of Tumanyan. So, we will have a
said. center of Armenian culture in Thilisi
“This is a great honor and a great which will become a good stimulus to
responsibility,” the Primate said, and make Armenian cultural life more ac-
informed that negotiations are undertive there. ”
way with Tumanyan’s grand-grand- Primate of the Georgian Diocese
daughter on purchasing the other partof the Armenian Apostolic Church,
of the house. Bishop Vazgen Mirzakhanyan informed
Chairman of the Writer's Union that the cultural center will be offi-
also thanked Gyumri Mayor Vardan cially opened in autumn.

833 W. Glenoaks Blvd. Glendale, CA 9120z (818) Z40-00685
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birthrate. gram.

In his presentation from the parlia- “Can a government that rigged
ment tribune Prime Minister Sarkisian 500,000 to 700,000 votes be account-
defended the feasibility of the program, able to the people? No, such a govern-
describing it as urgent for the nation. mentwill be accountable only to corrupt

The National Assembly passed it officials, crime figures and oligarchs ...
by 75 votes to 47, with one abstention,that carried out that vote rigging,”
after two days of heated debates thatZurabian charged before the parliament
exposed new battle lines drawn on thevote.

Armenian political scene by the May 6 RPA deputies and government min-
parliamentary elections. isters hit back at the opposition and

The document was backed by all especially the PAP. They said the party
deputies representing the ruling Partyled by businessman Gagik Tsarukian is
RPA and Orinats Yerkir Party. The four also responsible for the state of affairs in
other parliament factions voted against Armenia because of having been in gov-
it. The largest of them represents theernment for more than five years.
Prosperous Armenia Party (PAP), which Education Minister Armen Ashotian
was part of the ruling coalition until this argued that PAP representatives ran four
month. ministries that absorb more than one

Vartan Oskanian, a senior PAP third of government spending. “You
lawmaker, emphasized the fact that themust come to terms with the results of
PAP and the three other, oppositionthe parliamentary elections for the next
factions won, according to official elec- five years because if we fail you will fail
tion results, more than 50 percent of thetoo,” Ashotian added, referring to all
vote between them on May 6. government opponents in the National

“So the political majority, the true  Assembly.
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Two Book Reviews on Armenian Genocide Foreign Debt is Becoming the Main Actor

The Young Turks’ Crime Against Humanity:The Armenian Genocide anBy Naira Hayrumyan parties think on this situation? What can
Ethnic Cleansing in the Ottoman Empire By Taner Akgam, ISBN-13-978- they propose instead and why haven't
0691153339,Princeton University Press, 2012, 483 pp. $39.50, Kindle edition: After the parliamentary elections they done ityet? Willthe Heritage appear
ASIN:BO07BP3BIU, $21.73. and Tigran Sarkisian’s appointment asin the “anti-West” camp?

prime minister, the IMF announced a Actually, foreign debtis becoming

Judgment at Istanbul: The Armenian Genocide Trials By Vahakn N. Dadri800 million loan to Armenia, and the an almost decisive factor in Armenia.
and Taner Akgam, ISBN-13-978-0857452511, Zoryan Institute (Berghahn Bookg)orld Bank a 200 million loan. Besides, “Thanks” to it Serzh Sarkisian despite
2011, 363 pp., $110.00 all these major financial organizations pressure did not dismiss Tigran Sarkisian
approved the economic policy of the andannounced himselfa pro-Westleader.
prime minister though they notice some What else does Armenia have? It is

- SN

[ UDGMEN flaws. Butloans are issued with the hopealready in debt. Only Tigran Sarkisian

w ISTANBUL that the flaws will be attended to. seems to “enjoy” this who ensured guar-
All the oppositional parties of Ar- antees of keeping office.

menia criticized the program of Tigran In this case, it is not so important

Sarkisian’s government, blamed him for which path should be chosen by Arme-
14% economic decline. The point is that nia, a pro-West or pro-Russian. It is not
the parties which were formerly con- even important which of these ways is
flicting have now united. more progressive because by and large

The government’s program could we are found to have no choice due to
have been more credible and substantiforeign debt. Just as Serzh Sarkisian
ated, of course. It could have been bettedoes not have any choice. And we are
but looking from the other side it will drifting to the West not because it is
look like as if all the four opposition closer to our civilization but because of
forces have appeared on the other side ofomeone's fault who pushed us into a
the barricade with the international fi- huge debt.
nancial institutes. And if we take into What is done with the countries
account that these institutions, IMF andthat have large debts? We see the ex-
WB, finance the Western policy, we ample of Greece and many other coun-
should note that the pro-Western Heri- tries. At some point they are forced to
tage and other forces of Armenia areprivatize all national property, and when
Reviews by Amb. John M. Evans which he is able to read in the pre-reformacting against the pro-West policy of the they resist, they tear off their skin.

script, with jaw-dropping results. ruling party. The opposition should request clari-

These two books are the latest, One of his recurring themes is that Thisis a conditional division. Nev- fication from the prime minister and
and perhaps most conclusive, of thethe Ottoman archives, far from painting ertheless, those who intend to have theipresident why the “light” version of the
many | have read about the 1915 Ar-a picture at odds with that which is own candidate for president should real-debt was chosen instead of developing
menian Genocide. Dr. Taner Akgam's already familiar to scholars of American, ize that they will compete with not only the economy. Such claims have already
The Young Turks’ Crime Against Hu- German and Austrian documentation, the entire administrative machine headedbeen heard but for now debts are treated
manity: The Armenian Genocide and actually confirm the basic facts of the by Serzh Sarkisian but also the financialas “shortcoming” of Tigran Sarkisian
Ethnic Cleansing in the Ottoman Em- 1915 atrocities. But what Akgam has policy of the West. In the end, it is not a but, in fact, Sarkisian is the “product” of
pire (Princeton University Press, 2012) managed to do, this time by scouring thesecret that almost half of the amount ofthe external debt bondage.
constitutes a major breakthrough in archives of the Ministry of the Interior pensions and benefits of Armenia are Of course, it's too late to do some-
our understanding of the social engi- (presided over at the time by Talat Pa-paid from IMF loans which goes directly thing because the money has been bor-
neering that led to the near destructionsha), is to bring to light the steady, to the budget. Imagine what will happen rowed and spent but if an open public
of the Armenians of Anatolia, and of mechanical and precise nature of theif the IMF suddenly demands back the debate is launched on this account, in-
the dual-track mechanism for organiz- Young Turks' obsession with reducing debt and does not issue the next tranchesluding in Parliament, you can try to
ing it that the Young Turks employed. the Armenian population of Anatoliato5 Hardly anyone doubts that the IMF and determine the level of impact of this
Judgment at Istanbul: The Armenianto 10 per cent of the population in all others pursue their own goals in Armenia.factor in the choice of RA and may
Genocide Trials (Zoryan Institute; localities — a goal that required both Do the alternative and opposition neutralizeit.

2011) co-authored by Akgam and vet- forced deportations, carried out with an
eran Armenian historian Vahakn Dadrian, outward show of legality, and massa- the Sultan by the Allies, notably Russia, rectly involved in the 1915 genocide
gives the English-speaking world, for cres, secretly ordered through specialwas viewed by the Young Turks as a(the term “a shameful act” is his),
the first time, the full story of the courts- channels and carried out in large part bymajor threat — and ultimately did a many of his confreres in building the
martial constituted by the Ottoman Gov- the Special Organization () and bands ofterrible disservice to the Armenians.  new Turkish state were, and the pat-
ernment in 1919 to hold to account the Kurdish marauders. Akcam is very careful notto let his tern of official denial was set early on.
perpetrators of the deportations and In a way, Akgam's account is elucidation of the causes of the atrocitiesWith less than two years to go until the
massacres (seven of the most importanbddly reassuring, as it gets to a basic ande taken as a justification for the Geno-centenary, much will yet be written,
of whom had already escaped to safetybanal, if also horrifying, truth: the Turks cide — he does not “blame the victim,” but I doubt as much light will be shed
on a German warship). did not so much loathe the Armenians as— but | expect his work will draw critics  as by these two valuable volumes.

Both volumes are a must for seri- view them as competitors in the impend- to the extent it fails to confirm long-held All students of the Armenian
ous scholars of the Armenian Genocide,ing challenge of building a new state, assumptions, assertions and denials. Genocide owe Taner Akcam and
but The Young Turks’ Crime Against inspired by extreme Turkish national- Meanwhile, the earlier (and less Vahakn Dadrian a great debt for their
Humanity is the better value for most ism, on the ruins of the defunct Ottoman accessible) book, Judgment at Istanbulpersistent and systematic scholarship
readers (Judgment at Istanbul, publishecEmpire. painstakingly mines the pages of theover the years against very heavy
first in Turkish in 2008, and now in This is not to understate the crimes Takvim-i-Vekayi (the official organ of headwinds, including the outright hos-
English from Berghahn Books, lists at committed, which included rape, forced the Ottoman Parliament), court recordstility of certain states.
$110), although university libraries will assimilation and murder, as well as and the Turkish press to demonstrate the
want to have both. wholesale expropriations of land and sheer scale and broad involvement of John M. Evans, a career For-

Dr. Akgam, a Turkish historian property: genocide, in short. But as atro- Turkish officialdom and society in car- eign Service Officer who served as
now at Clark, was the first scholar of cious as the Young Turks' behavior was,rying out the deportations and worse. the U.S. Ambassador to Armenia
Turkish origin to recognize the Arme- it is somehow more comprehensible in Both volumes, to be fair, record from 2004 to 2006, stirred contro-
nian Genocide; he has made huge contriterms of the dark logic of Turkish ultra- also a few exculpatory episodes of versy in February 2005 by publicly
butions to understanding it in his 2004 nationalism, and not just as a result of Turkish officials who would not go dissenting from the policy of the
From Empire to Republic: Turkish Na- free-floating ethnic or religious hatred. alongwith the Committee of Unionand Bush Administration on the 90-
tionalism & the Armenian Genocide and Still, as Akgam shows, the other Chris- Progress’s murderous plans and paidyear-old issue of the Armenian
A Shameful Act: The Armenian Geno- tian and non-Turkish populations — dearly for their refusal to obey orders. Genocide. A native of Williamsburg,
cide and the Question of Turkish Re- Greeks, Assyrians and Kurds — simi- When the Ottoman courts-martial tar- VA, educated at Yale and Colum-
sponsibility (2006) and in innumerable larly did not fit into this state-building geted Mustafa Kemal (the future bia, Evansservedin Tehran, Prague,
articles and lectures. project, but it was the Armenians who Atatirk), not for genocide, but for Moscow, Brussels (NATO), the Or-

A close friend of the Turkish Ar- were most savagely targeted for annihi-mutiny, he ultimately responded by ganization for Security and Coop-
menian journalist Hrant Dink, who was lation. They clearly were not removed tearing down the 800-year-old dynasty eration in Europe, St. Petersburg
assassinated on an Istanbul street irfor “wartime necessity,” as Akcam dem- atthe head of the nationalist movementand Washington, reaching the rank
January, 2007, Akgcam has himself beenonstrates. In particular, it emerges thatthat launched the War of Indepen- of Minister-Counselor. He lives in
the target of death threats, yet he haghe Armenian Reform Agreement dence and created the Republic ofWashington, DC.
continued to mine the Ottoman archives,(Yenikdy Accord) of 1914, forced on Turkey. While Ataturk was not di- Source: American Diplomacy
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Armen Melikian: Journey to Virginland

Reviewed by Author
William Michaelian e i e
As with all books that question

social, cultural, and religious mores,
Armen Melikian's Journey to Virginland

is certain to offend some readers. Fo
the most part, what has been handedy.
down in the form of beliefs and cus-
toms goes unexamined, and is em-
braced as a matter of convenience
identity, and survival. Therefore it takes
an open-minded individual to accept
the author on his own terms, and to
listen without feeling the need to argue
with him or change him in any way - in

other words, to go ahead and enter his
vision or dream. It is not necessary for

JOURMEY TO
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as there are oppressors in the world ofrely on it exclusively is to be defined by
men, the fake currency of saviors will words themselves, and to be enslaved
be in high demand. by them. The danger becomes even
Ethnicity, nations, religions, greater when we approach the old
politics are, in effect, surface phe- religious texts. Venerable, hoary insti-
nomena; we need to dig deeper thantutions, beware.
that, to the heart of things, and this Ultimately, there is no need to
book, at turns feverish and poetic, andcompare this novel, or anti-novel, to
always refreshingly unapologetic, leads other books. To those widely read,
us in that direction. Satire and word- several will suggest themselves.
play flow freely in this outsider's nar- Melikian is obviously among that num-
rative, this twenty-first century life of ber, and cannot believe his work is
the artist as a young dog. To the degreawithout influence or predecessor. But
that they are obstacles, they yet serveJourney to Virginland is different
as their own kind of visual-rhythmic enough, energetic enough, challenging
accompaniment. After all, as a cursory enough, and informative enough to
glance at old English texts reveals, carry its own weight. In the end,
language is a living, changing thing. Armen Melikian has not only written
And soto adegree, conventional mean-his book; | think it has written, and
ing is both transitory and a drug. To will go on writing, him.

the two of them to agree. Only mad-

VIRGINLAND
men are unwilling to entertain the pos-

i
sibility that they do not know every-

thing - madmen, and those whose livescunning readers. A book that is hu- continued from page 1 lawsuit lodged with the Strasbourg
have taught them to be wary, jealous,man, on the other hand, is apt to be court. It challenges the fairness and
bitter, competitive, and afraid. treated as a worthy document, friend, Armenian service (Azatutyun.am). “I legality of the two-year prison sentence
There is, of course, another side and companion. could have been released pending triawhich the politician, now affiliated with

of the matter: namely, how well - how So what kind of book is this? pecause | had no criminal record, |the opposition Armenian National Con-
inventively, imaginatively, effectively Mostassuredly, Journey to Virginland hadn’t gone on the run.” gress (HAK), served in full.

- does Journey to Virginland meet the possesses the requisite humor that se- Malkhasian said he is satisfied The authorities in Yerevan have
demands of literature? And equally rious art must possess if it is also to bewith the amount of financial compen- already been fined by the European
important, does it live up to and tran- human. Likewise, we find in it a com- sation set by the European court as heCourt of Human Rights for controver-
scend its own demands, and ultimatelypelling sense of urgency: in essence thinks he has scored a “moral victory” sially jailing other opposition members
surprise its author? Because if thethe time to think and act is now, against the Armenian authorities. in the past. The court is expected to
writer is beyond surprise, and there- because nothing less than our self-“These damages should be paid not byrule in the coming years on the equally
fore unable to laugh at himself, his understanding is at stake: the state but the judge who sentencedcontroversial imprisonment of dozens
readers will sense it from the begin- The choices are literally be- me,” he said. of other oppositionists in the wake of
ning. A book that is merely clever and tween transcendence and self-destruc- Malkhasian added that he now Armenia’s disputed February 2008
cunning will appeal only to clever and tion, even through revolt. And as long expects a court ruling on his secondpresidential election.

European Court Fines Yerevan

cratic institutions, especially if they penalise abuses of the elections pro-
want to be seen as credible, even-cess by state officials.

The political crisis after the 2008 handed critics throughout the region 3. Continue to make the fight
post-election violence, as well as the with elections also due in Georgia and against corruption a state priority by
The Armenian National Congress 2009 world economic crisis, shook Azerbaijanin2012-2013. Twenty years prosecuting officials involved in fraud.
(ANC), led by the first post-indepen- Armenia. Weak political will and the after the breakup of the Soviet Union, 4. Pass a new Criminal Proce-
dence president, Levon Ter-Petrossianyesistance of vested interests mutedpeaceful democratic transitions of dure Code that strengthens the inde-
returned to parliament after a more many of the long-overdue, if timid, power have yetto become the norm inpendence of the judiciary, increases
than ten-year absence. Nevertheless,reforms the administration started. Thethe South Caucasus. the role of the defence and decreases
many old problems reappeared: abuseeconomy consequently remains President Sarkisian and his gov- the prosecutor general’s powers; and
of administrative resources; inflated undiversified, unhealthily reliantonre- ernment acknowledge many of the improve the effectiveness of the Ad-
voters lists; vote-buying; lack of suf- mittances. Rates of emigration and most pressing problems, but numer-ministrative Court to hold officials
ficientredress for election violations; seasonal migration abroad are alarm-ous reforms exist only on paper or accountable.
and reports of multiple voting and ingly high. There have been few seri- seem deliberately designed with inef- 5. Increase financial support for
pressure on some voters. Reformsous efforts to combat high-level cor- fective enforcement mechanisms. Thethe office of the ombudsman, espe-
adopted after the violence that left ruption. The executive branch still en- cautious, evolutionary approach to re- cially its activities in the regions.
ten dead and 450 injured following joys overwhelming, virtually unchecked forms provides at best weak stability. 6. Establish civilian control and
the 2008 election that brought powers. The judicial system is per- The breakup of the Republican-Pros-accountability of the police; tackle cor-
Sargsyan to power were spottily ceived as neitherindependent nor com-perous Armenia governing coalition ruption in the force; and consider es-
implemented. petent: the prosecutor dominates pro-and a more competitive parliament maytablishing a ministry to which the po-

It is crucial that the February cedures, and mechanisms to hold aunow provide the stimulus the adminis- lice would be subordinate.

2013 election in which Sarkisian will thorities accountable are largely inef- tration needs. Limping towards change, 7. Redouble efforts to resolve
seek a second term, becomes “thefective. however, would neither capitalise on the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict with
cleanest elections in Armenian his- Mediafreedomisinadequate. Out- Armenia’s strengths nor be a good Azerbaijan and maintain an open ap-
tory”, as the president had promised, right harassment of journalists and presidential campaign strategy. Theproach to resuming a dialogue with
not least because polls show very lowmedia outlets has decreased, but thereountry needs a better future than aTurkey.

trust in nearly all government bodies is still a glaring lack of diversity in stunted economy and dead-end con- Tothe U.S., EU andinternational
and institutions, including the presi- television, from which an overwhelm- flicts with neighbours. organisations:

dency and parliament. The presidenting majority of Armenians get their 8. Offer technical and financial
initially took some bold steps, most information. No nationwide broadcast- Recommendations assistance to help the government ad-
noteworthy attempting to normalise ers are regarded as fully independent. To further democratisation, eco- dress voter registration problems, es-
relations with Turkey. A new class of Russia remains Armenia’s key nomic growth and reform and make pecially bloated voters lists, which
under-40 technocrats, less influencedally — both its main security guarantor the government better prepared to en-undermine public trust in elections.

by Soviet ways of decision-making, and biggest trading and investmentgage in difficult discussions with 9. Support aggressive judicial
has risen through the ranks and ispartner. Because of the war with Azerbaijan over resolution of the reform programs linked to the setting
widely seen as favouring a new style Azerbaijan and frozen ties with Tur- Nagorno-Karabakh conflict of benchmarks for implementation of
of government. But change has beenkey, Yerevan has few realistic alterna- To the Government of Armenia: the “strategic action plan 2012-2016"
slow. Political courage is needed to tives to Moscow, though it has fre- 1. Make deep governance andand passage of a new Criminal Proce-
overhaul a deeply entrenched systemquently sought a “multi-vector” for- economic reforms a top priority to dure Code.

in which big business and politics are eign policy and deeper ties with Euro- build public trust in state institutions. 10. Increase funding to non-
intertwined in a manner that is often at Atlantic partners. The EU and U.S. are 2. Address the shortcomings of state actors to support re-form; and
least opaque. This manifests itself mosttrying to increase their influence, of- the electoral process identified by the hold the government accountable for
vividly through the domination of much fering expertise and other aid to pro- International Election Observation any backsliding from progress achieved
of the economy by a small group of mote reforms, but they should do more (IEO) mission; improve, in particular, during the 2012 parliamentary vote
rich businessmen with governmentto keep the government accountablevoter lists and the complaints and ap-regarding media access and freedom
connections. and encourage the building of demo- peals procedure; and investigate andof assembly and expression.

An Opportunity for Statesmanship

Continued frompage 1
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|AUGHLIN o GRAND CANYON

JULY 27TH - JULY 29TH, 2012

FRIDAY JULY 27
Bus Departmg o Edgewater Hotel & Casimo, Laughlin
From GLENDALE at 12: M) p.m. = 300 M. Glendale Ave.
From PASADENA ot 1300 pom. — 1060 M. Allen Awve.

SATURDAY JULY 28
Moming departure in Grand Canyon
[ncluding an IMAX Movie of the Park
Tours o Sedona ard the Cathilic Chierch
Boemorm in the svening o Bdpeswater Hodel & Casing

SUNDAY JULY 28

Renam o Los Anpehss

ADULTS 225 - 18 & UNDER 8170

FOR MORE INFO, PLEASE CONTACT:
LENA BRE-4865-8404 - CARINE 628-T56-4770
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Burbank Airport
Bid Request General Contractors

Qualified “A”, licensed Contractors are invited to submit
sealed bids by 2:05 PM, July 26, 2012 to the Burbank-Glendal
Pasadena Airport Authority for Project Number E12-04, AIR-
CRAFT RESCUE AND FIRE FIGHTING BUILDING EXTERIOR
- ROOF. The Work in general consists of, but is not limited to
installation of a new polyurethane foam roof system on Hangar 3
including other miscellaneous roofing tasks at the Bob Hop
Airport Fire Station. Plans and specifications can be obtaine
directly from the Bob Hope Airport Web site at
www.bobhopeairport.com under Business Opportunities. All bid-
ders shall register with the Airport Engineering Department either
via web site or in person. Bids submitted by firms who have nqt
registered with Airport Engineering will be considered non-re-

A3

sponsive. Call Bobbi Greenspahn at (818) 565-1305 for moje

information. A pre-bid conference will be conducted on July 12
2012, at 10:00 A.M. at the Bob Hope Airport Engineering Office
2800 Clybourn, Burbank, California, 91505. Located at the corne

of Sherman Way and Clybourn. Certified Disadvantage Businesp
Enterprises and Small Businesses are strongly encouraged [to

participate.
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VA Print Media

Book Printing » Hard Covers * Year Books
Restoration of Old Books & Bibles
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Vahe Atchabahian

1870 E. Layton St. = Pasadena, CA 91104
626-354-5924 » vamedia@yahoo.com
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AGBU-AYA | 2PCUM 2L
WORLD GAMES

V
July 28th - August 5th 2012

OPENING CEREMONY

Sunday July 29th, 2012
Pasadena City College, Pasadena, CA

VICTORY BALL

Saturday August 4th, 2012
Universal Studios Backlot

For more information or volunteer opportunities call: (626) 794 7942
info@agbugames.com | www.agbugames.com [[j[E3
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