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A Revised Bibliography of the Psocoptera
(Arthropoda: Insecta)

C.N. SMITHERS' & C. LIENHARD?

Division of Entomology, Australian Museum,
PO Box A285, Sydney South, NSW 2000, Australia

Muséum d’Histoire naturelle,
Geneve, Switzerland

ABSTRACT. This bibliography includes about 2600 references to literature on the insect order
Psocoptera. It is intended to be a working document which will make it unnecessary for students
of these insects to make time consuming scarches for the literature, some of which, especially
in the case of earlier papers, is difficult to locate.

SMITHERS, C.N. & C. LIENHARD, 1992. A revised bibliography of the Psocoptera (Insecta). Technical

Reports of the Australian Museum 6: 1-86.

The insect order PSOCOPTERA is a relatively small one,
there being about 3500 described species. It is sometimes
inappropriately referred to as a ‘minor’ order. In recent
years there has been an increase in taxonomic work on
these insects and there is now a substantial body of
published work on their phylogeny, ecology and various
aspects of their biology. They are not spectacular insects
and they are frequently overlooked because of their small
size. Although not of economic significance in general,
in agriculture they can be important pests of stored
products and some species are of medical interest in that
they have been shown to be responsible for allergic
reactions in Man. It is possible that they could be
important in the transmission of some sheep parasites.
They cause damage to neglected collections of botanical
and zoological specimens. As extensive grazers of
microepiphytes, they are ecologically very important in
making basic resources available to other organisms in
the food web.

There is no modern monograph of the entire order

but a species list (Smithers, 1967a), a synopsis of genera
(Smithers, 1972c) and keys to the families and genera
have been published (Smithers, 1990a). The literature on
these insects, especially in the case of earlier papers,
is somewhat scattered and sometimes hidden away in
infrequently encountered and hard-to-find journals. It is
clear that an carlier bibliography (Smithers, 1965d),
containing some 1300 references, went some way towards
alleviating the difficulties thus created. Since then there
has been an increase in the rate of publication on the
group but it is still not an easy task for a student to
obtain the background information necessary to make a
contribution to knowledge of these insccts and there has
been a significant increase in rcferences to them in
ecological literaturc.

This paper is an attempt to bring the previous
bibliography up-to-date so as to assist psocidologists to
find the significant papers without each having to repeat
the same extensive scarch. It is too much to hope that
the list of about 2600 rcferences which follows is
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complete or that it is free from errors. This work is not
an attempt to attain perfection where this is impossible;
it is an attempt to provide a working tool which will
relieve students of the Psocoptera of the drudgery of
compiling their own literature lists. It is, however,
believed that no major paper has been omitted and every
attempt has been made to reduce errors to a minimum.

It would be appreciated if we could be informed of
reprints of fi n f
n_up-to- ibli h maintain

Works coming to our notice before the 31st December,
1991 have been included in this bibliography.

The entries are arranged alphabetically under authors’
names and in chronological order of years for each
author.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. The preparation of this
bibliography has been made possible only through
the generous assistance of colleagues who have
continued to keep us informed of their publications.
Many of them also pointed out errors in the earlier
(Smithers, 1965d) bibliography. As it has been built on
the previous bibliography the acknowledgements made
there (Smithers, loc. cit., p. 138) are still appropriate.
We must, however, add a special acknowledgement of
the help the senior author has received from past and
present members of the staff of the library of the
Australian Museum, especially Mrs Carol Cantrell, who
has always been most patient and generous of time in
her efforts to trace and obtain literature, Dr Shane
McEvey for his advice on computer handling of
bibliographies and Ms Jenny Gates for seeing this paper
through the press.
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