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Evaluation of New Acoustic Coupler : SF-001 in the Rheumatic Ultrasound
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The joint ultrasonography is one of the most important diagnosis tools to evaluate the synovium lesion of joint and ten-
don easily in the routine diagnosis of rheumatoid arthritis. Same as the examination of other organs, examiners just need
to put a transducer with jelly to a part to observe, but the target is varied in size and not often flat. Examiners especially
have difficulty taking images of a joint with transformation and curvature, and the large amount of jelly needs to be used
to observe the whole picture in image taking of a lesion. Examiners need to detect an abnormal blood flow keeping a
transducer still so as not to press the jelly layer, therefore, even experienced sonographers have trouble making stable
operation with high reproducibility. Additionally, examination time is prolonged affected by it.

Acoustic coupler for near field observation, SF-001, was developed and released to avoid such challenges to the maxi-

mum recently, so we describe its use experience this time.
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