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ABOUT THE MINNEAPOLIS HEART INSTITUTE FOUNDATION® (MHIF)

The Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation® is an independent, nonprofit 

organization that makes cardiovascular research and education possible. MHIF 

research discovers hope for patients through new treatments and care practices  

to ensure the best outcomes for all kinds of heart and vascular conditions. 

At the core of our work is research designed and led by our partners and world-

renowned physician researchers from the Minneapolis Heart Institute®, who bring 

deep cardiovascular expertise. This work is fully funded through charitable gifts 

from donors. Charitable giving also supports our staff of research experts who  

care for patients and manage the research studies.

About half of MHIF research is designed by physicians asking questions, “How can 

we do better for patients?” The other half of MHIF studies are done with support 

from companies that have new medicines and technologies and need research 

to understand their safety and potential to help patients. For some patients, new 

options available through research are the only hope they have left. 

In addition to this important research, MHIF is equally committed to education, 

which includes sharing the results from research around the world and raising 

awareness about heart and vascular conditions with patients and providers.  

We also offer internships and fellowships that support our commitment to 

educating the next generation of health care providers. 

Heart disease is the #1 killer of men and women. Every day we work to change  

this and create a world without heart and vascular disease. 



 

Message from the CEO and CMO

Kristine Fortman, PhD Scott Sharkey, MD
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This publication is a reflection on 2019 and we couldn’t have  
imagined what was to come in 2020. We are so grateful  
for the strong foundation that you, our partners, have helped  
us build that has strategically positioned us as we navigate  
the challenges of 2020 and beyond. 

As we write this message, our communities and our world  
face an unprecedented pandemic and a level of unrest that is  
heartbreaking, at the same time shining a light on our need for  
meaningful change. We celebrate the heroes we have seen  
come forward during this time, including frontline health care  
workers, researchers and other partners who are working with us to forge new pathways that will address health care 
disparities and increase access for all patients. We share a passion with the peaceful voices that are pushing for change. 
As we reflect on 2019, you will notice highlights that remind us of the promise that comes from research and education. 

Community and business leaders Lee and Penny Anderson made a transformational impact on women’s heart health 
research and education with a historic gift of $5 million, creating the Penny Anderson Women’s Cardiovascular Center. 
Many of you may know Lee and Penny because of APi Group or because of their philanthropic leadership throughout the 
country. This gift is the largest contribution in our history and will touch the lives of many women and their families for 
generations to come. Thank you Lee, Penny, and the Anderson family, for your commitment. Your support will go a long 
way to erase the 35-year gap that exists around women’s heart health research, treatment and outcomes.. 

Our work encompasses all aspects of cardiovascular care; we are equally committed to research and education. We are 
so grateful to our Minneapolis Heart Institute® physician partners who lead the research, our patients who participate 
and contribute to helping so many other patients in the future, our staff who work tirelessly to pursue the MHIF mission 
and our community of donors who make all of this possible. You are an inspiration! 

Key highlights from 2019: 
•  �We witnessed first-in-human and first-in-the-world research, like the first implant in a pivotal clinical trial for a new 

technology to treat tricuspid valve regurgitation. We are proud our industry partners choose MHIF to lead that research. 
•  �We remained committed to sharing the learnings from our research, publishing more than 200 manuscripts in  

peer-reviewed journals. In 2019, our physicians and staff participated in every major national and international 
cardiovascular conference. 

•  �We pursued research to answer – what can we do better for patients? Approximately half of our studies are designed 
and led by MHIF research physicians (physician-initiated research) to answer that important question.

•  �We honored our responsibility to educate the next generation of healthcare providers. Our Foreign Scholar program 
brought physicians to MHIF from Brazil, China, Greece and Japan. We also celebrated a successful summer research 
internship program with 10 interns. 

We live our mission through our work every day – to improve the cardiovascular health of individuals and communities 
through innovative research and education and we are reminded every day that patients are at the heart of everything  
we do.Thank you for accompanying us on this journey to create a world without heart and vascular disease! 

With sincere gratitude,

Kristine Fortman, PhD, Chief Executive Officer
Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation

Scott Sharkey, MD, FACC, President and Chief Medical Officer
Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation



2019 HIGHLIGHTS

▲ The annual Founders Event was  
a wonderful opportunity to honor  
the generosity of MHIF Founders and  
their families, meet the new research 
interns, and hear Missy Lavintman share 
her story of experiencing Spontaneous 
Coronary Artery Dissection and her 
journey through treatment and recovery.

▲ U.S. News & World Report recognized 
Abbott Northwestern Hospital as the #1 
hospital in the Twin Cities and #2 hospital 
in Minnesota for the seventh year and our 
partners at MHI® – Cardiology & Heart 
Surgery were ranked #14 nationally.

■ More than 200 publications shared 
learnings from MHIF research in 2019.

▲ Ten interns completed the 2019 MHIF 
Research Internship Program. Since  
2001, a total of 201 interns have 
contributed to 116 posters and 
presentations at international  
conferences and 154 peer-reviewed 
publications.

Valve Science 
Center
■ MHIF International Scholar Dr. Miho 
Fukui and Dr. João Cavalcante published 
a paper in JAMA Cardiology regarding 
transcatheter aortic valve replacement 
(TAVR) outcomes in aortic stenosis 
patients. 

▲ The Valve Science Center team 
published data from a global feasibility 
study, which is the largest experience 
to date with transcatheter mitral valve 
replacement (TMVR), in the Journal of the 
American College of Cardiology. 

▲ The “Take Control of Heart Health” 
educational campaign with Ampers 
featured people from all walks of life 
sharing their stories about living with, 
treating, researching, or losing a loved 
one to heart valve disease on 18 different 
Minnesota community radio stations. 

■ At the 2019 Transcatheter 
Cardiovascular Therapeutics (TCT) 
conference, MHIF research was well 
represented with MHI® physicians and 
MHIF staff taking part in 56 presentations 
including nine podium talks, 33 poster or 
moderated abstracts, and 14 sessions 
where one or more physicians were a 
moderator, panelist or discussant. 

Center for 
Coronary Artery 
Disease
■ MHIF International Scholars, Dr. Iosif 
Xenogiannis and Dr. Allison Hall, were 
selected among 10 finalists to present 
their findings in a Challenging Case 
Competition at the 2019 Chronic Total 
Occlusion (CTO) Summit in New York.

▲ Dr. Evangelia Vemmou and Dr. Ilias 
Nikolakopoulos, both from Greece, 
returned to MHIF as full-time research 
scholars, working closely with Dr. Manos 
Brilakis on projects involving chronic total 
occlusions, saphenous vein graft disease, 
radiation and radial vs. femoral access 
strategies for cardiac catheterization.

▲ At the MHIF “Life After Stent” 
educational event, a panel of cardiologists 
shared information with more than 120 
attendees on coronary artery disease 
and current research, when and why 
angioplasty may be needed, and what 
patients can expect going forward.
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Penny 
Anderson 
Women’s 
Cardiovascular 
Center
■ MHIF's sponsorship of the Twin Cities 
in Motion’s Valentine’s Day TC 5K helped 
raise awareness for women’s heart health 
research; at the second annual Minnesota 
5K SCADaddle© for Research we joined 
inspiring survivors of Spontaneous 
Coronary Artery Dissection (SCAD), their 
families and friends to rally around the 
cause to #ResearchHer.

■ The MHIF #ResearchHer campaign 
on social media helped draw attention 
to women’s heart health, how women’s 
research lags 35 years behind that of 
men's, and what we're doing to close  
the gap.

■ MHIF researchers published an 
important study in JACC Journals 
comparing revascularization strategies 
and outcomes in patients with STEMI 
due to SCAD versus STEMI due to 
atherosclerosis.

▲ At our annual Heartbeat Gala, more  
than 650 guests enjoyed an inspiring 
evening and we were honored with a 
historic $5 million gift from Lee and Penny 
Anderson to establish the Penny Anderson 
Women’s Cardiovascular Center.

Prevention 
Research and 
Education
■ Our 2019 Cardiovascular Prevention 
Symposium educated physicians, 
advanced care providers and support staff 
on updated 2018 ACC/AHA Guidelines 
on the Management of Blood Cholesterol 
on the identification and treatment of 
cardiovascular disease.

■ Dr. Mike Miedema published an original 
investigation in JAMA Open regarding 
coronary artery calcium (CAC) testing in 
young adults; approximately 34 percent of 
adults ages 30-49 in the study were found 
to have plaque.

▲ MHIF hosted an open-to-the-public 
Grand Rounds 2019 Kevin Graham 
Prevention Lecture with Dr. Dariush 
Mozaffarian presenting on the 
topic of dietary priorities to improve 
cardiometabolic health and how we can 
integrate "Food is Medicine" into a health 
care system. 

■ Researchers from MHIF’s Population 
Health Team and Allina Health published 
findings in Preventive Medicine Reports 
that found that over the first six years of 
Hearts Beat Back: The Heart of New Ulm 
Project in New Ulm, Minn., achievement of 
adequate physical activity increased from 
63 percent to 71 percent, and consumption 
of at least five servings of fruits and 
vegetables per day nearly doubled.

Innovation

▲ At our Complex Cardiovascular 
Imaging Conference for cardiovascular 
imaging technologists, technicians 
and nurses, industry experts shared 
current principles, techniques, risks 
and limitations of different imaging 
modalities.

▲ Dr. João Cavalcante served as  
a social media ambassador for  
PCRonline representing imaging 
specialists discussing the role of  
multi-modality imaging, specifically  
MRI, in the aortic valve.

■ Nearly half of the MHIF research 
studies in 2019 were designed and led 
by our physician researchers from the 
Minneapolis Heart Institute®.
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In 2019, our MHIF physicians and their teams 

conducted more than 200 studies designed to 

improve care and save lives for patients with 

coronary artery disease, heart attacks, unhealthy 

heart valves, heart failure, heart rhythm problems, 

genetic heart conditions, vascular disease, high 

blood pressure, high cholesterol, a family history 

of heart disease, and more.

WOMEN’S CARDIOVASCULAR HEALTH 
Heart disease kills more women than all forms 
of cancer, Alzheimer's disease, and respiratory 
diseases combined. Yet when it comes to heart 
disease, women are understudied, underdiagnosed 
and undertreated. A few highlights:

Penny Anderson Women’s Cardiovascular Center 
Penny and Lee Anderson committed the largest 
donation ($5 million) in MHIF’s history, a gift that 
will be dedicated entirely to funding research and 
education on women’s heart health. In honor of  
this transformational contribution, MHIF 
announced that its new women’s center is poised 
to further our commitment to conduct innovative, 
evidence-based research.

Improving heart disease screening for women  
Dr. Retu Saxena provided training to more than 
170 ob-gyn and women’s care practitioners 
across the Twin Cities to help them better 
manage cardiovascular risk among their patients. 
This included awareness of pregnancy-induced 
conditions that increase a woman’s health risks 

immediately following delivery of a baby and for 
many years to come. 

MHIF-driven research projects  
MHIF teams worked on two Spontaneous Coronary 
Artery Dissection (SCAD) research projects. SCAD 
occurs when a tear forms in one of the heart’s blood 
vessels and happens primarily in women in their 30s 
and 40s. Through a partnership with Cedars Sinai 
Medical Center, MHIF is identifying and analyzing 
known cases to understand the best way to treat 
SCAD. MHIF has captured data on more than 100 
SCAD patients enrolled in this research registry.

HEART VALVE DISEASE 
For patients with severe heart valve disease who 
don't seek treatment, the survival prognosis is one 
to two years – worse than most cancers. Under the 
leadership of Dr. Paul Sorajja, Roger L. and Lynn C. 
Headrick Family Chair for Valve Science Research, 
MHIF continued breakthrough research in minimally 
invasive, non-surgical valve repair and replacement. 
A few highlights:

Tricuspid regurgitation (leaky tricuspid heart valve) 
MHIF enrolled the first patient nationwide, and 
the first patient in the Midwest, in two national 
clinical trials evaluating different catheter-based, 
non-surgical treatments for patients with severe 
tricuspid regurgitation. 

FAR-REACHING IMPACT OF MHIF RESEARCH
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Dr. Emmanouil Brilakis

Prevalence and treatment disparities  
Dr. Mario Gössl began the first U.S. prospective 
population heart valve disease screening study 
in New Ulm, Minn., to understand the prevalence 
of undiagnosed heart valve disease among 
older adults age 65+. He also continued the 
TVINCITIES Disparity Study to better understand 
racial and ethnic disparities in the treatment of 
valve disease in order to help improve access to 
life-saving therapies like transcatheter aortic valve 
replacement (TAVR). 

CORONARY ARTERY DISEASE (CAD) 
CAD is the most common type of heart disease and 
afflicts 16.5 million Americans over the age of 20. 
Under the leadership of  
Dr. Emmanouil Brilakis, MHIF’s 
Center for Coronary Artery 
Disease team continued 
its work to decrease the 
burden of CAD. In 2019, the 
team shared their research:

• �Authored 63 publications, 
including peer-reviewed 
manuscripts

• �Conducted 48 invited presentations at  
22 meetings (15 in the US, 7 international);  
5 live case presentations and proctoring of  
CTO procedures

• �Presented 25 abstracts/posters via moderated 
and oral presentations

PREVENTION 
Heart disease is the #1 cause of death for both 
men and women in the U.S., which is why MHIF  
is committed to helping prevent heart disease 
before it happens. A healthy lifestyle can 
significantly decrease your risk for heart disease 
by up to 80 percent. But there is still much more 
we can learn about the best ways to identify people 
at risk and prevent even more heart and vascular 
disease. MHIF researchers are using data to 

develop innovative risk assessment tools and find 
ways to better manage and reduce risk 
factors that make it easier for people 
to prevent and treat heart disease.

Statin Intolerance 
Statin therapy for the primary 
and secondary prevention of 
cardiovascular disease (CVD) has 
been shown to significantly reduce 
the risk of CVD events. However, 
many patients are concerned 
about potential side effects, particularly related 
to musculoskeletal complaints. Statin intolerance 
is one of the most complicated clinical issues 
in preventive medicine. Dr. Michael Miedema’s 
DESIFOR Trial aims to establish a true test for 
statin intolerance, the results of which may benefit 
patients, providers and insurers.

MHIF Completes First-in-World Enrollment in 
RADIANCE-II Study  
High blood pressure affects more than one billion 
people worldwide, yet nearly one in three individuals 
struggle to control their blood pressure despite 
being on medication. For a growing subset of 
patients, medications either don’t work or are  
not tolerated, which puts them at greater 
risk of serious complications.

In 2019, under the leadership of 
Dr. Yale Wang, MHIF became 
the first clinical research site 
worldwide to randomize a patient 
in a multi-center clinical study that 
is evaluating a minimally-invasive, 
catheter-based procedure that 
may lower blood pressure and reduce a person’s 
need for blood pressure medications. During 
the procedure, surgeons place a small, flexible 
catheter into the kidney arteries. This investigational 
device delivers selective ultrasound energy to the 
surrounding tissue to inactivate the kidney nerve 
endings and thereby lower blood pressure.

Dr. Yale Wang

Dr. Michael Miedema
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Throughout our rich history, education has been 
an essential part of MHIF’s mission to create a 
world without heart and vascular disease. Through 
our publications and lectures we disseminate 
our research findings to physicians and health 
care professionals throughout the world, thereby 
improving patient care and extending lives. In 2019, 
we continued our strong history of translating 
research into clinical practice through:

• Publication of more than 200 manuscripts 
in professional journals share learnings from 
research. Throughout our rich history, MHIF 
researchers have presented and published 
several thousand peer-reviewed abstracts and 
manuscripts. As just one example of our impact, 
two publications by MHIF’s Valve Science Center 
team were included in the Editor-in-Chief’s Top 100 
Picks from 2019 in the Journal of the American 
College of Cardiology.

• Professional education events allow MHIF to 
extend our new findings to local, national and 
international audiences. 
Through our annual series of 32 Cardiovascular 
Grand Rounds sessions, physicians and other 
health care providers had the opportunity to review 
and discuss the latest developments in prevention, 
treatment and care delivery. Over the summer, 
MHIF office space underwent a complete remodel, 
which now includes a new state-of-the-art Learning 
Center on the first floor. 

• Public education events help change 
behaviors and measurably improve heart and 
vascular health in local, national and international 
communities. At our educational event for National 
Heart Valve Disease Awareness Day, more than 
165 community members learned about the public 
health epidemic of heart valve disease, how it’s 
diagnosed, and the latest in research and treatments. 
Our fourth annual Hope, Health & Humor women’s 
event attracted more than 200 women to be inspired 
by information about their own heart 
health from a panel of female MHIF 
cardiologists, along with delicious 
food and drink.  

“Knowledge will bring you the opportunity to make a difference.”  Claire Fagin

MAKING A DIFFERENCE THROUGH EDUCATION

Dr. Timothy Sullivan at Grand Rounds in 2019

Dr. David Hurrell talking with interns

          I pinch myself every 
day I come into work, I 
pinch myself looking at what 
the foundation has added to the world. 
They continue to advance science at a 
faster and faster pace every year. 
�Dr. William Katsiyiannis, electrophysiologist  
and president of Minneapolis Heart Institute®

“  
”
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Educating the next generation  
of health care professionals  
across the world 

As part of our commitment to education, MHIF 
works to leave a legacy of training future and 
global leaders in the field of heart and vascular 
health. Our 12-week Research Internship Program 
provides undergraduates who are pre-med or 
planning a career in medicine an outstanding and 
unique opportunity to learn about and explore 
cardiovascular medicine and participate in 
research. Our Foreign Scholar program brings 
practicing physicians from countries around the 
world to work directly with MHI® physicians and 
advance their investigator-initiated cardiovascular 
research at MHIF. In 2019:

• We welcomed 10 summer interns, who worked 
alongside MHIF research physician mentors to 
contribute to 15 clinical research studies and 
numerous publications. In addition to research 
work, interns spent 100 hours on shadowing, 
observations and other field trips.

• The 2019 foreign scholars were all practicing 
physicians in their home countries and came to 
MHIF from Brazil, China, Greece and Japan. In 
2019, these scholars contributed to 47 publications 
and 48 posters or presentations about MHIF 
research at key national and international 
conferences.

• Two foreign scholars worked with Dr. Paul 
Sorajja, Roger L. and Lynn C. Headrick Family  
Chair for Valve Science Research, and three 
scholars worked with Dr. João Cavalcante in the 
MHIF Cardiovascular Imaging Research Center. 

• Two research scholars from Greece worked 
with Dr. Manos Brilakis focused on projects for 
our Center for Coronary Artery Disease (CCAD) 
involving chronic total occlusions, saphenous 
vein graft disease, radiation and radial vs. femoral 
access strategies for cardiac catheterization.

 

Bavana Rangan, program director, Center for Coronary Artery 
Disease, and a few of the 2019 MHIF foreign scholars

2019 class of summer research interns

         I’ve learned that doctors don’t just help 
patients, they also advance the scientific 
progress of health care and aid students 
that aspire to follow in their footsteps in  
an assortment of different ways.  
Felix Oh, Morrison Intern

          My research internship experience 
at MHIF has persuaded me to incorporate 
clinical research into my future career  
in medicine so that I can see novel  
therapies developed and implemented  
for improved patient outcomes.  
Chase Soukup, Cline and Dianne Hickok Intern

“  

“  ”

”
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Nancy Russell of Cable, Wisconsin, is extremely 
grateful for the MHIF research that saved her life. 
For more than a decade, various medications and 
devices had helped treat her congestive heart failure, 
which she had developed after a serious heart 
attack in 2006. However, by the summer of 2019, 
Nancy’s condition had progressively worsened. A 
heart transplant was her only option left. 

“My doctor said I was at the end stage of 
congestive heart failure and there was nothing 
more they could really do. He sent me to 
Minneapolis Heart Institute® and thank goodness 
he did,” said Nancy.

Nancy learned of an opportunity to potentially 
receive a donor heart faster by participating in a 
new MHIF research study. This was exciting for her, 
because at any given time, there are nearly 3,700 
patients on the National Heart Transplant List 
waiting for a heart. The availability of donated hearts 
remains limited and tragically, many patients die 
waiting before a donor is found. One of the biggest 
reasons is that a heart transplant must occur 
within six hours. The longer the heart is outside the 
body, the riskier it is to implant the heart. 

PATIENT STORY
Thankful and Blessed for Heart Transplant Research

Nancy (middle) with Kari Williams (left), clinical research 
manager for heart failure, and Kari Thomas (right), clinical 
research coordinator.

Beginning in the summer of 2019, MHIF heart 
failure researchers, in partnership with the Abbott 
Northwestern Hospital Heart Transplant Program, 
became one of 10 centers nationally involved 
in a clinical trial studying the investigational 
TransMedics Organ Care System (OCS™). Often 
referred to as a “Heart-in-a-Box”, the OCS™ Heart is 
a revolutionary system that preserves a donor heart 
by keeping it beating. This is a vast difference from 
the current approach of simply storing the organ 
on ice in a cooler for transport. The new approach 
could mean that potentially more organs that 
have historically went unused could be viable for a 
transplant longer.

In late June 2019, Nancy signed up to participate 
in the study and was added to the National Heart 
Transplant List. As a result, she received her new 
heart on Sept. 4, 2019, less than three months later.

“It was just unbelievable; I didn't think it would 
happen that fast,” said Nancy. “I’m so thankful and 
I feel so blessed. I can’t wrap my head around how 
they do these things. It’s just a miracle, it really is.”

          We are honored to 
have the opportunity 
to play a part in giving 
patients a second 
chance at life. We are 
excited to be researching 
this unique system that may hold the 
potential to help save many more lives. 
Dr. Karol Mudy, cardiothoracic surgeon and  
principal investigator on the MHIF research study

“   

”



Highlights From a Few Members of the MHIF Board

We are grateful to the members of MHIF’s Board of Directors, who all bring a wealth of 
experience, knowledge and unique perspective along with their passionate support for MHIF 
and its vision. Their dedication to exceptional governance guides MHIF in continuing its legacy 
of cardiovascular disease innovation. Meet a few members who served in 2019:

Greg Graves, MBA
Greg is executive vice president and chief financial officer for Entegris. He joined the Board in 
2016 and is chair of the finance and audit committee. Greg’s uncles and his dad all died from 
heart disease before the age of 60, so when he was asked to join the board, he knew it was 
something he could be passionate about.

“It’s been fun for me to learn a lot more about heart disease and the differences MHIF® is making 
through research. You have to have a strong organization to be successful at the mission and 
it’s pretty amazing what MHIF has done over the last two to three years in terms of shoring up 
the organization and finances. We’re doing way more than we were three years ago thanks to the 
leadership that brought the organization into such a good place.”

Carol Huttner, RN, BSN, MA
Carol joined the MHIF Board in 2016 and also serves on the Abbott Northwestern (ANW) Hospital 
Board. She started working at ANW in 1980 and held positions as a clinical nurse specialist, director 
of cardiovascular and critical care nursing, and vice president for patient care. She recently retired 
from SpecialtyCare as president of operations for the North Central Division. Carol said she’s 
witnessed some amazing milestones. She arrived at ANW one month after one of MHIF’s Founders, 
Dr. Robert Van Tassel, performed the very first angioplasty and she was there when doctors 
performed the first human heart transplant.

“If you think about all of the brilliant minds that have been pulled together at MHI®, and how that 
impacts the foundation, it's absolutely amazing to think about the incredible advances that have 
been made in cardiovascular disease care, and seeing patients who wouldn't have been able to 
even live being able to carry on their lives.”

Patrice Kloss, JD
Patrice is an attorney at Fox Rothschild, representing medical technology companies and 
investors. She joined the board in 2018 thanks to her professional mentor, former board member 
Bill Kaufman.

“Heart disease affects all of us at some point in our lives. I’m very proud of the research MHIF 
does with patients and improving clinical outcomes; it’s just phenomenal. I’m excited about the 
new Penny Anderson Women’s Cardiovascular Center, just knowing that there hasn’t been as 
much research done on women and heart disease. Having MHIF be the center of that work is 
really important.”

Don Smithmier, MBA
Don is senior director for West Monroe’s digital product studio, formerly known as GoKart Labs,  
a company he founded. With a background in digital technology and particularly education,  
Don has embarked on several entrepreneurial ventures and is also founder and executive 
chairman of The Big Know. He joined the MHIF Board in 2018. 

“It’s clear to me that MHIF is a world-class organization with really passionate people involved in 
every role. When I think about MHIF, I get really excited about how we can break open new ways 
and new expectations for how people get access to knowledge and research and care. There’s 
a whole spectrum of ways that we can communicate with people, educate people, share our 
research and provide services.” 

11

”



12

HONOR GIFTS
We are grateful to those who made gifts in honor of family, friends, physicians and caregivers.  
Honorees are listed in bold.

Richard Bae, MD
	 Jack Lewis
Kristen Bowlds
	 Matt Bykowski and Nick Schneider/		
	 SchneiderStock
M. Nicholas Burke, MD
	 Sandra and Douglas Milroy
	 Susan and Gary Rappaport
Marna and Brian Dahlgren
	 Nora Tilsner
Stephanie Ebnet
	 Jack Lewis
Craig Evanich
	 Rebecca Thompson
Mario Goessl, MD
	 Jack Lewis
KCMC and the Foundation
	 Judith and John Reiling

Harvey Mackay
	 Neil Naftalin 
Maurice McLinn*
	 Kristin McLinn
Sara Olson
	 Jack Lewis
Michael Samara, MD
	 Wayne Boike
Paul Sorajja, MD
		  Jack Lewis
Matt Strodel
	 Anne and Michael Ryan
Benjamin Sun, MD
	 Jack Lewis
Alan Tersteeg
	 Anonymous

Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation 2019 Donor Recognition

PHYSICIAN GIVING
We would like to thank our physicians from the Minneapolis Heart Institute® for your generosity. You are an inspiration as we work 
together to create a world without heart and vascular disease. 

Physician Leader
Jason Alexander, MD, and Leila Tabibian
Said Alsidawi, MD
Richard Bae, MD, and Lauren Kim-Bae
Mosi Bennett, MD, and  

Vickie Gilfillian-Bennett 
Steven Bradley, MD, and Kelly Ryan
Emmanouil Brilakis, MD, and Nicole Brilakis
M. Nicholas Burke, MD, and  

Sue Slattery-Burke
Barry Cabuay, MD, and Holly Cabuay
Alex Campbell, MD
Ivan  Chavez, MD, and Gail Chavez
Matthew Chu, MD, and  

Catherine Mackiewicz Chu 
Peter Eckman, MD, and Erika Olson
Eric Fenstad, MD, and Brooke Fenstad
Thomas Flavin, MD, and Elizabeth Flavin
Mario Gössl, MD
Charles Gornick, MD, and Nancy Gornick
Elizabeth Grey, MD, and Martin Asis
Katarzyna Hryniewicz-Czeneszew, MD, and 

Sybi Czeneszew
David Hurrell, MD, and Stacey Hurrell
Desmond Jay, MD, and Podaly Jay
Casey Lawler, MD, and Royce Lawler
John Lesser, MD, and Julie Lesser

David Lin, MD, and Kendra Kubiak
Terrence Longe, MD, and Barbara Longe
Jesse Manunga, MD
Michael Miedema, MD, and Allison Miedema
Mike Mooney, MD, and Jodi Mooney
JoEllyn Moore, MD, and Andrew Roalstad
Marc Newell, MD, and Kari Newell
Quirino Orlandi, MD, and Helena Orlandi
Manju Pai, MD, and Liz Pai
Anil Poulose, MD, and Sheila Carr
Michael Samara , MD, and  

Stephanie Samara
Retu Saxena, MD, and Greg Ripley
Jay Sengupta, MD, and Ria Bardhan
Scott Sharkey, MD, and Patricia Sharkey
Paul Sorajja, MD, and Abbie Young
Peter Stokman, MD, and Marcie Stokman
Timothy Sullivan, MD, and Amy Sullivan
Benjamin  Sun, MD, and Mabel Sun
Ashenafi Tamene, MD, and  

Selome Gebremariam Gezahegn 
Chuen Tang, MD, and Angela Tang
Norma Thiessen, MD
Jay Traverse, MD, and Sarah Traverse
John Zakaib, MD, and Amy Sue Zakaib
Peter Zimbwa, MD, and Margaret Zimbwa

Physician Sustainer
Raed Abdelhadi, MD, and Oula Shawa 
Durand Burns, MD, and Renee Burns 
Luis Pagan-Carlo, MD
Timothy Dirks, MD, and Teresa Dirks
Frazier Eales, MD, and Heidi Eales
Kevin Harris, MD, and Ila Harris
William Katsiyiannis, MD
Thomas Knickelbine, MD, and Heidi Chen
Yale Wang, MD, and In-Zu Tuan

Physician Supporter
Peter Alden, MD, and Mary Ellen Alden
Judah Askew, MD, and Latricia Askew
John Bernhardson, MD, and  

Kathleen Bernhardson
Vibhu Kshettry, MD, and Sharon Kshettry
Daniel Melby, MD, and Rani Melby
Karol Mudy, MD
Wesley Pedersen, MD, and  

Stephanie Pedersen
Bassam Shukrallah, MD
Craig Strauss, MD, and Leigh Strauss
Robert Steffen, MD
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Harriet Adelson
	 Cino Adelson
Dale Adolf
	� Patricia and Kevin Adolf and family and 

friends
Rolf L. Andreassen, MD 
	  Norma Neumann
Susan Ashwell
	 Gloria and Bill Walsh
Jason E. Bass
	 Patricia and Mark Bass
	 Gail and David Brown
	 Family and friends
Carol Beecher 
	 Mary Beecher
James Behrendt 
	 Gloria and Bill Walsh
William Chiles Carr 
	 Carolyn and Bob Laskey
Donald Conley 
	 Elizabeth and Wayne Fadden
Mary Beth Egesdal
	 Shirley* Bentdahl
Beth Emery's mother 
	 Gladys Walcker
Keith Engen
	 Darlene Salentine
Margie Fischer 
	 Amy and Richard Fischer
David Forster 
	 iBehavior Inc.
Claudia Frasca 
	 Gloria and Ron Hovland
Charlotte Getten 
	 Ann Yoerg
Ryan Giguere
	 Roberta and Jack Conrad
	 Suzanne and Don Dilla
	 Sue and Tom Giguere
	 Mary and Daniel Kehoe
	 Cindy and Mark Kreidermacher
	� Philomena Morrissey Satre and  

	 Eric Satre 
	 Cheryl and Jeffrey Spangler
Gladys Grant Dahl 
	 Jacquelyn and James Sandidge
James "Jim" Hanrahan
	 Pete Althaus/the Quest Guys
	 Sharon and Donald Althaus
	� Kelly Becker/the Nichols, Smith, 		

	 Hunnicutt and Becker families 
	� Jessica Geffre/The Treasury Team at 		

	 Allina
	 Carole Hanrahan
	 Carol and Merrimon Hipps
	 Kate Richards

Robert Hatzenbeller
	 Clay and Tom Dahl
	 Family and friends
	 Margaret and Randolph Florek
	 Catherine Hatzenbeller
	 Claudia Osterud
	 Sandra and Jerry Peterson
Maurice Hayes
	 Marion Hayes
Dora Herman
	 Paula Duffey
Thomas Ireland
	 Caryn Ireland
Robert "Bob" Jellison
	 Nola and Dennis Abraham
	 Laurie Anderson
	 Martha and Algene Bradbury
	 Carita Dahlberg
	 Karen Hansen and Lloyd Peterson
	 Gail Hofmann and Marcia Flint
	 Shirley and Dennis Gustner
	 DeeAnn and David Heitzman
	 Sandra Jellison
	 Sheree and Harry Johnson
	 Nancy Knauer
	 Donald Marystone
	 Janice Peterson
	 Nikole and Jason Podany
	 Kimberly Sue and Simon 
	 Caleb Sheehan
	 Doc and Lois Toohey
Michael "Jim" Jennings
	 Bonnie Becker and Kerri Theisen
	 Douglas Bredeson
	 Sue and Pat Brennan
	 Monica and William Dawson
	 Sandra and Tim DeMars
	 Amy and Billy Ellis
	 Joan and R. Dean Grossman
	 Hopkins Youth Hockey Association
	 Joyce Jennings
	 Mary Jennings
	 Mike and Cara Jennings
	 Jimmy's LLC and family and friends 
	 Therese Kienast
	 Karen Koentopf and Stephen Coleman 
	 Merilee Light
	 Judith Lyon
	 Lynne and John MacBean
	 Bill McGlone
	 Celine Nelson
	 Sharon and Mario Pedercini
	 Rankin Inc.
	 Anne and Paul Stafford

Melvin Kaiser
	 Jeannette and Gerald Bensing
	 Joseph Kiser, MD
	 Dianne McInnis Safley and James Safley
Gerald "Jerry" Loomis
	 Marjorie Loomis and family
	 Suzanne Oliver
	 Joan and John Petroff
	 Daniel and Herbert Polachek
	 Sharon and William Shea
	 Jean and Ronald Vangerpen
Hazel Love
	 Friends at Adobe
Mary L. Lundeen
	 Family and friends
Thomas G. McDonough
	 Jean and Michael Montgomery
Maria Medina
	 Elizabeth Wright
Lisa Nelson Shedore
	 Kathryn and Roy Hertenstein
Kara Susan Olson
	 Susan Olson
Bruce Olson
	 Susan Olson
Greg Riebe
	 Mihajlov family
	 Kathryn Riebe
	 Riebe Run
Elmer Salovich
	 Neil Naftalin
Dorothy Spires
	 Mary Beecher
Grant Taft
	 Georgiana Ashlin
Judy A. Thompson
	 Ann and John Cahill
	 Catherine and William Cernoch 
	 Charles Craychee
	 Barbara and Jack Farmer
	 Alice and Brent Hearn
	 Keith Holme
	 Kelly and Kent Holme
	 Dawn and William Manning 
	 Michele and Charles McFall
	 Denise and Jeffrey Neumann 
	 Roberto Pacifici and Monica Rizzo 
	 Tania Prescott
	 Bob Thompson and family and friends
Leslie Turner
	 John Turner
Fred Weckwerth
	 Kelsey Brewer
Daryl Zimmer
	 Marilyn and Ronald Schoneman

We are grateful to those who made gifts in memory of loved ones. Names in bold are those of the deceased.
MEMORIAL GIFTS

Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation 2019 Donor Recognition
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The Minneapolis Heart Institute 
Foundation® (MHIF) Van Tassel Society 
includes donors who have made a planned 
gift or who have informed MHIF of their 
future estate gift.

Thelma* Aaby 
Howard D. Anderson
Ward and Linda Anderson 
Barbara Siah Armajani 
Mosi Bennett, MD, and  

Vickie Gilfillian-Bennett 
Ray* and Shirley* Bentdahl 
Gladyce* Bergman
Frank Brennan and Sylvia* Brennan
C. Richard* and Eleanor* Brisbois 
Conley* Brooks Sr. and Marney* Brooks
M. Nicholas Burke, MD, and  

Sue Slattery-Burke
Walter* Bush Jr. and Kathleen* Bush 
Stanford* and Elise* Church
Kit Dahl and Deborah Hopp 
Ellen* Daufney 
Merle* Dobbs Edna* Downing
Gerhard* Duesterhoeft 
Rev. Peggy Durda-Knapp 
Dorothy* A. Ewing 
Laverne* M. Ford
Vicki Fraher and Robert Gilbert
Angela Frerichs and Burton* Goldstein 
Marna Fullerton
Fredarick Gobel, MD, and Suzanne Gobel 
Willard* Goltz
Charles Gornick, MD, and Nancy Gornick 
James* Grantman
Richard* and Margie Haag
Lynne Hannon
M. Lenore* Hannon
Robert Hauser, MD, and Sally Hauser 
Donald* and Marilyn Henkel

Timothy Henry, MD
Roy and Kathryn Hertenstein
Edward* and Florence* Hesse
John and Leslie* Hollister 
Eva* Holmes
Ann* Hrdlichka
David Hurrell, MD, and Stacey Hurrell
C. Charles* Jackson
Lawrence* and Joyce* Johnson 
Marylyn* Louise Johnson 
Phyllis* Johnson
Thomas and Margaret Johnson 
Viola* Johnson
Richard D. Kantrud Charitable Trust 
William Katsiyiannis, MD 
Robert* and Patricia* Kelsey 
Harold* Kiecker
Jerald* R. and Linda Kiernan 
Bernice* Klask
Charles* and Shirley* Koplen 
Charlotte* Krueger
Maureen Kucera-Walsh and Michael Walsh 
Eleanor* D. Larson
John Lesser, MD, and Julie Lesser, MD 
Stuart* and Jacqueline Lindman 
Donald* and Luella Mackdanz
Grace* Mahlberg 
Rose* Mallinger
Kathryn* and Norman* McGrew
William and Kathleen McReavy
J. Donald* and Dorothy* Meyer
Michael Miedema, MD, and Allison Miedema 
Michael Mooney, MD, and Jodi Mooney
Michael T. Mulligan
Donald* and Ruth Murphy 
Dorothy* and A. Louis* Neste 
Norma Neumann and
Rolf Andreassen*, MD
Marc Newell, MD, and Kari Newell 
Ellen* M. Olson

Gordon* Olson
Quirino Orlandi, MD, and Helena Orlandi
Margaret* Osterberg Aleck 
Carol and Aleck Ostrow 
Janet* S. Paper
Donald* and Lucile Pearson 
Wesley Pedersen, MD, and  

Stephanie Pedersen
Daniel F. Perschau 
Ralph* J. Peterson 
Octavio and Jody Portu
Joshua* and Jean* Premack 
Henry* C. Reget
Lester* and Marion* Reinhardt 
James and Dianne Safley
Wilson M. Salter, MD, and Barbara C. Salter 
Ilene* T. Saunders
Joseph* and Norein* Scallon 
Margaret* R. Schaefer 
Gordon* Schmidt
Alyce* Scholten
Scott Sharkey, MD, and Patricia Sharkey
Mary* Smith
Roger* Smith
Paul Sorajja, MD
John “Jack” and Elva* Spillane 
George* Stepnovitz
Hilda* Stoetzel
Peter Stokman, MD, and Marcie Stokman 
Lois* Thompson
Jay Traverse, MD, and Sarah Traverse 
Robert Van Tassel, MD, and Betty Van Tassel 
Frank* B. Wallace
W. Shelley* and Virginia* Walsh 
Yale Wang, MD, and In-Zu Tuan, MD 
Lucille* S. Wellington
Matilda* Westerdahl 
Charlotte* R. Wethe 
Penny and Mike* Winton
*Noting deceased, prior to date of publication

MINNEAPOLIS HEART INSTITUTE FOUNDATION® VAN TASSEL SOCIETY
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MINNEAPOLIS HEART INSTITUTE FOUNDATION® FOUNDERS
The founders of the Minneapolis Heart 
Institute Foundation® (MHIF) believed 
that investing in innovative research was 
essential to improving cardiovascular 
health in our community, and in 1982 they 
pooled their resources to create MHIF. 
Today, we are grateful to these founders, 
companies and families who continue 
to support our mission by investing their 
talent and resources. 

Thelma* E. Aaby
Steve and Beverly Aanenson
Eric and Tracy Aanenson, MD 
Vernon* and Margaret* Aanenson 
Abbott Northwestern Hospital 
Mike and Lynn Allen
Paul* K. Allen Family Foundation 
Allianz Life Insurance Company
Adrian Almquist, MD, and Sally Almquist 
American Anesthesiology of Minnesota 
Ames Construction, Inc.
Lollie and Richard* Ames 
Kenneth* and Jeanne* Anderson 
Penny and Lee Anderson Sr.
Lee “Andy” Anderson Jr. 
Walter G. Anderson, Inc.
Rolf* Andreassen, MD, and Norma Neumann 
Marion* and John* Andrus III
DeWalt* Ankeny Sr. and Marie* Ankeny 
DeWalt “Pete” Ankeny Jr. and 

Margaret Ankeny 
Peter and Sally Anson 
Apache Foundation Apogee Enterprises, Inc. 
Ark Foundation
Margret and Orn Arnar, MD 
Sumonda and Kit* Arom, MD 
The Baker Foundation
Karen and Edward* Baker 
Bradley and Mary Bakken 
Constance Bakken
Earl* and Doris Bakken
C.R. Bard, Inc.
The Barry Foundation
B. John Barry
Paul and Helen Baszucki 
James Ford Bell Foundation 
Ford Bell, MD, and Amy Bell 
Ann Bentdahl and Roger Smith 
Craig Bentdahl
Ray* and Shirley* Bentdahl 
Berger Transfer & Storage, Inc.
Glenn* and Patricia Bergstrom 

BMO Harris Bank N.A. 
Boston Scientific
Ivan* Bowen II and Mary Bowen 
Gregg and Wendy Boysen 
Wayne and Signe Boysen
Frank and Sylvia* Brennan
Conley* Brooks Sr. and Marney* Brooks 
Conley Brooks Jr. and Carol Brooks 
Colin and Minna Brooks
David Brooks
Edward and Lane Brooks 
Irving* and Beverly* Brooks 
Thomas* and Janet Brosig
Charles Burnside, MD, and Amy Burnside 
Ron* and Elaine Burton
Rodney* and Barbara Burwell 
Billy* and Sally* Bye
Cardiac Surgeons of St. Paul 
Ted* and Katy* Carlsen 
Jeffrey* Carlson
Ceridian Corp. 
James Chafoulias 
Lloyd* Cherne
Chestnut Cambronne Attorneys at Law 
Jack and Fay Chestnut
Brian Cohen 
Chris Cohen 
Mike Cohen Sr.
Miles Cohen and Cheryl Durda-Cohen 
Richard Cohen Jr. and Diane Cohen 
Sidney* and Beverly* Cohen 
Community Credit
Community Health Charities Minnesota 
Marilyn Conlon
Consulting Radiologists, Ltd. 
Rodney and Judy Cooperman 
David* and Dorothy Dalquist
James* Daniel and Judy McMahon
Col. Thomas* and Frances* Davis 
Kenneth* and Julia Dayton
The Deikel Family Foundation 
Theodore Deikel
William and Janice Dircks
Ernie* Dorn Sr. and Beverlee* Dorn 
Ernie Dorn III and Mary Dorn
The Joseph Durda Foundation 
Joseph* and Dolores* Durda 
Daniel Durda
David Durda
Rev. Peggy Durda-Knapp
Jaye F. and Betty F. Dyer Foundation
Jaye* and Betty* Dyer 
Eagan Lions Club

Frazier Eales III, MD, and Heidi Eales 
William and JoAnne Edlefsen
Victor and Carolyn Ellison
Robert Emery, MD, and Ann Emery 
Ernst & Young
James and Judy Fetterly 
Fingerhut Corporation 
Gary and JoAnn Fink
First Bank National Association
Larry Hendrickson and Barbara Forster 
James* Fullerton III and Marna Fullerton 
George Family Foundation
William and Penny George 
David and Terry Gilberstadt 
Kenneth and Janet Glaser
Fredarick Gobel, MD, and Suzanne Gobel 	
Robert* and Nancy Goldberger
Herbert and Judy* Goldenberg
Irv Goldenberg, MD, and Jeanne Goldenberg 
Donald and Therese Goldfus
Susan Gonsior 
Holly Goodman 
John* B. Goodman 
Kevin Graham, MD 
Dale* Grantman 
James* Grantman 
Great River Energy
The Greater Metro Auto Dealers Association 

of MN
Groves Foundation
John Grundhofer and Patricia Meier 
Richard* and Margie Haag
Nancy Harris Robertson
Robert Hauser, MD, and Sally Hauser 
Hawkins, Inc.
Howard* and Helen* Hawkins 
William Randolph Hearst Foundation 
John and Linda Helland
Douglas Heltne 
Louis F. Hill
Hoechst Marion Roussel, Inc. 
Holmes-CSM Family Foundation 
Gary Holmes
Mary Holmes
Hormel Foods Corporation 
Horton 
Elizabeth H. Howell
Hubbard Broadcasting, Inc. 
Russell and Margaret Huffer 
International Dairy Queen
C. Charles* Jackson 
Jacobs Management Corp.

MHIF Founders continued on next page
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MHIF Founders (continued)

Benjamin and Patricia* Jaffray 
Nathan and Nancy Jarvinen 
Jim* and Joyce Jennings
Mike and Cara Jennings
Joel and Elizabeth Johnson, MD 
Charles Jorgensen, MD, and  

Sally Jorgensen, MD
Jack J. Jorgensen Charitable Trust 
Lyle Joyce, MD, and Tina Joyce 
James and Mary Jundt
Thomas Keller III and Victoria Keller 
William* D. Kelly, MD and Claire Kelly 
Jerry* and Linda Kiernan
Janet* King
Michael King, MD, and Peggy King 
Joseph* Kiser, MD, and Laura Kiser 
Robert* Klas Sr. and Alexandra Klas 
Robert Klas Jr. and Linda Klas 
David* and Barbara Koch
Arthur* and Emma Jean* Kydd 
John* and Rita Lamourex 
Joseph and Donna Langer 
Dan and Joanne Lastavich 
Don and Jean Lein
Laurence and Jean LeJeune
John Lesser, MD, and Julie Lesser, MD 
Lifetouch, Inc.
Dale and Randy Lindquist
William* Lindsay, MD, and Jo-Ann Lindsay 
Terrence Longe, MD, and Barbara Longe 
Thomas Lowe Sr. and Mari Lowe 
Donald* and Diana Lucker
Russell T. Lund Charitable Trust 
Russell T. Lund III
Bruce and Debbie Lundeen 
Wallace* and Janis* Lundeen 
Lunds & Byerlys
Dan and Cathy* Luther 
David and Anne Luther
Rudy and Shirley Luther Fund of The 

Minneapolis Foundation
Rudy* and Shirley* Luther 
John* H. and Marlene Lynch 
MackayMitchell
Harvey and Carol Mackay
James Madison, MD, and Connie Madison 
Thomas and Marilyn* Madison
Rose* Mallinger
Marion Merrell Dow, Inc. 
Dennis and Gail Mathisen 
Nick McElroy
Phil* and Patti* McElroy 
Todd and Trish McElroy
Robert* McGarvey Jr. and Cynthia McGarvey 

Burton* and Rosalyn McGlynn
Richard* McNamara
William and Kathleen McReavy 
William McReavy Jr.
The Medtronic Foundation 
Medtronic plc
Thomas and Kathryn Melody 
Meritex Foundation
Midway National Bank
Simon Milstein, MD, and Renee Milstein 
Minneapolis Heart Institute
Minnesota Thoracic Associates, P.A. 
Scott and Sheila Mitchell
Jayne Mondello
Mike Mooney, MD, and Jodi Mooney 
Bruce and Tracy Mooty
Charles Mooty
David and Jeanne Mooty
John W. Mooty and Jane N. Mooty 

Foundation Trusts
John* and Jane* Mooty 
Paul and Jean Mooty 
John and Susan Morrison 
Michael T. Mulligan 
Robert* and Ellis Naegele
William and Stephanie Naegele
Richard Nelson, MD, and Kathleen Nelson 
ElRoy* and Gail Nerness
Demetre* Nicoloff, MD, and Arde Nicoloff 
Thomas* and Mary Noble
Stuart Nolan
William Northrup III, MD, and Joey Northrup 
Old Dutch Foods, Inc.
Earl* B. Olson
Vance and Darin Opperman
John Overton, MD, and Ann Lowry, MD 
Paper Warehouse, Inc.
Donald* and Lucile Pearson 
Wesley Pedersen, MD, and  

Stephanie Pedersen
Raymond* Plank
Roger and Constance Plank
Carl* Pohlad Jr. and Eloise* Pohlad 
Robert and Rebecca Pohlad 
Burke* and Margaret* Potter 
Joanne Potter
Marc Pritzker, MD 
Protective Insurance 
Jerry* and Lillian Rau 
Noel and Angelina Rahn 
Tom and Qian Redmond
Thomas Rempfer Sr. and Sandra Rempfer 	
Thomas Rempfer Jr. and Gayle Rempfer 
James and Chris Renier Fund of  

The Minneapolis Foundation
James* Renier, MD, and Christine Renier 	

Jonathan Rogers, MD, and Trish Rogers 
Harold* Roitenberg
Ruth Roitenberg
St. Jude Medical, Inc.
Hugh Schilling Sr. and Margaret* Schilling 
Schneider (USA), Inc.
Dick and Micki Schneider
Richard M. and Sandra J. Schulze Family 

Fund of the Saint Paul Foundation
Richard and Maureen Schulze 
James and Connie Schweigert 
Raymond* and Marie* Schweigert
David* and Sandra Sherman
Sieff Family Foundation 
John and Jane* Sieff 
Philip and Laurie Sieff
Sit Investment Associates Foundation 
Eugene* and Gail Sit
Rob and Gayle* Sit 
Roger and Michele Sit
Ronald Sit and Teresa Fong Sit, MD 
Mary* A. Smith
Maurice and Mitzi Spiegel Family 

Philanthropic Fund
Daniel Spiegel and Marilyn Jax 
Richard and Judith Spiegel 
Jack and Elva* Spillane
Spring Lake Park Lions Club 
Gary* St. Marie
Michael and Deborah Stein 
Sterling Electric
Clair* and Gladys* Strommen 
Lee and Louise Sundet 
Tapemark
TCF Foundation
Bruce* and Barbara Telander 
Jon* and Mary Thesenga 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
Alyssa Tucker
Anna Tucker 
Jeanne Tucker
UBS Financial Services Inc. 
Ruth Usem
Robert Van Tassel, MD, and Betty Van Tassel
Varitronic Systems, Inc. 
Venture Solutions 
Thomas Von Rueden, MD 
John von Steinbergs
Kurt and Jacquie von Steinbergs
Wallin Foundation
Bradford and Cynthia Wallin 
Winston* and Maxine Wallin
W. Shelley* and Virginia* Walsh 
Bill and Kathleen Wanner 
Frederick O. Watson Foundation 
Frederick* O. and Beverly Watson
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MHIF Founders (continued) 

Douglas and Sharann Watson 
Steve and Mary Watson
David* Weiner 
Lucille* S. Wellington
Jacob and Allison Wert, MD 
Joselyn* Wert 
Sheldon* and Marilyn Jean Wert 

Dewey* and Mary* Kay White 
Roger* and Shirley Wikner 
Max* and Helen* Winter 
Penny and Mike* Winton 
Rufus and Elizabeth Winton 
Michael* and Judith Wright
Charles and Julie Zelle 
Lowell and Norma Zitzloff

*Noting deceased, prior to date of publication

We made an exhaustive search of our 
records to ensure inclusion of all founders 
and involved relations. Please contact us if 
you notice an omission or error in this listing 
at donorrelations@mhif.org, or by calling 
612-863-3833.

$5,000,000+
Penny and Lee Anderson 

$2,000,000+
Allina Health

$500,000+
Anonymous
Anonymous

$100,000+
Anonymous Fund at Schwab Charitable
Anonymous
Hazel Bowen
Ivan Bowen Family Foundation
Joseph F. and Mary M. Fleischhacker  

Family Foundation
William Hodder
Buzz and Carolyn Pierce Family Fund  

of the Minneapolis Foundation
Carolyn and Peter Pierce

$50,000+
An Anonymous Fund of  

The Minneapolis Foundation
Anonymous
Boston Scientific Corporation
Dianne and Cline Hickok
Gigi and Gabriel Jabbour
The Marsh
Medtronic plc
Ruth* Stricker

$25,000+
L & N Andreas Foundation
Mary Ann and Looe Baker III
Braun Family Charitable Gift Fund
Karen and Richard Braun
The Cornwall Foundation
Kathleen and Gerald Erickson
Great Clips, Inc.
KG Foundation
Frank J. and Eleanor A. Maslowski  

Charitable Trust
Mary Maslowski
Medtronic Arts and Culture Fund of the 

Minneapolis Foundation
Rhoda and Gregory Olsen
Ernest C. and Caryl K. Pierson Foundation

$10,000+
Anonymous
Anonymous
Abbott
Abiomed, Inc.
Ark Foundation
Shirley* Bentdahl
The Manos and Nicole Brilakis Fund
Carlson Caspers
Susan and Alan Carlson
Community Health Charities
Richard Erickson
Paula and Craig Evanich
Nigel and Jeanne Finney Donor-Advised  

Fund at Schwab Charitable

Sandra and Thomas Glodek
Suzanne and Fredarick Gobel
Graves Family Charitable Fund
Jiselle and Gregory Graves
Stephanie and Thomas Gunderson
Hansen Family Foundation
Hanser Family Foundation
Sally and Albert Hanser
Sally and Robert Hauser, MD
Sharon Hawkins
Hopkins Youth Hockey Association
Ann and Robert Howard
Caryn Ireland
Benjamin Jaffray
Joyce and Jim* Jennings
Margaret and Thomas Johnson
Mari and Thomas Lowe Sr.
Rudy and Shirley Luther Fund II of  

The Minneapolis Foundation
Dick and Joyce H. McFarland Family Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
David and Diane Milbrath Charitable Gift Fund
Diane and David Milbrath
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas A. Milroy Fund
Sandra and Douglas Milroy
Ann and Alfred Moore
Dan & Linda Pelak Charitable Fund
Linda and Daniel Pelak
Jody and Octavio Portu
Lisa Rotenberg
SCAD Research Inc.
Donors recognition continued on next page

2019 DONOR RECOGNITION
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2019 Donor recognition (continued) 

SchneiderStock Inc.
Janet and Otto Seidenberg
Hillary and Jeffrey Smedsrud
Roger* Smith
Alyssa, Anna, and Jeanne Tucker
UBS Financial Services Inc.
Carmen and Bruce Volkart
Mary Sue and Peter Vorbrich
James & Jane Welch Foundation

$5,000+
Actelion Pharmaceuticals US, Inc.
Aliabadi Fund
Hossein Aliabadi and Mumtaz Kazim
Ria Bardhan & Jay Sengupta Family 

Foundation of The U.S. Charitable  
Gift Trust

Jane and Walter Barry
Craig Bentdahl
Bercom International, LLC
Diana Brashears
Carol and Conley Brooks Jr.
CA Foundation
Ann and Michael Ciresi
Ciresi Conlin LLP
Jan Conlin and Eugene Goetz
Crown Bank
Kit Dahl and Deborah Hopp
Mary C. Dolan – The Longview Foundation
The Joseph Durda Foundation
Elftmann Family Fund
Maryann and Joel Elftmann
Kristine and Mark Fortman
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.
Deborah and Lawrence Getlin
Gray Plant Mooty
Kelli Hallas and Scott Stensland
Alfred Harrison and Ingrid Lenz Harrison
Ann and Galen Johnson
Jean and Laurence LeJeune
McCarthy-Bjorklund Foundation
Sally and James McGuire Jr.
Kathleen and William McReavy
Medtronic Care Management Services
Lori and Brian Milbrandt
Minnesota Hospital Association
Denise and John Murphy
Jean and Dennis Neilson Charitable Fund  

at Schwab Charitable
The Patch Foundation
Peter Quimby
Jeanne and Paul Ravich
James Safley and Dianne McInnis Safley

Margaret and Gordon* Schmidt
The Schulze Family Foundation
Joan and Arthur Schulze Jr.
Annmarie and Donald Smithmier
Steinle Family Fund of  

The Minneapolis Foundation
Beverly and Eugene Storms
Judith* and Robert Thompson
Barbara Thorndike
Leslie* and John Turner
Betty and Robert Van Tassel
Peter Vogt
Michael Walsh and Maureen Kucera-Walsh
Washburn-McReavy Funeral Chapels
Wildhearts Fund of the Women's Foundation 

of Minnesota
Eleanor and Fred Winston –  

The Longview Foundation
Dawn Witt and Daniel Riley
W.L. Gore & Associates
	
$2,500+
Lee Anderson Jr.
Kerry and Scott Bader
Patricia and Russell Becker
Lenny Feygin
Goldman, Sachs & Co. Matching Gift Program
Good Leadership Enterprises
Google, Inc.
Peter Hafiz
Quanita Haynes
Mary Ellen and D. William Kaufman
Julie and Donald Kemp
Patrice Kloss and Robert Machalek
The Tom and Mary Gerry Lee Family 

Foundation
Stephen and Sheila Lieberman Endowment 

Fund of the American Amusement 
Machine Charitable Foundation

Nivin MacMillan 
Nivin and Duncan MacMillan Foundation
Karen and Gerald McCourtney
Amy and Steve McMeans
Kathleen and Richard Nelson
Peregrine Capital Management, Inc.
Riebe Run / Kathryn Riebe
Cheryl and Arthur Rolnick
The Lisa A. Rotenberg Fund
Bonnie and Thomas Schwalbe
Debbie and Richard Scott
Senator Tina Smith and Archie Smith
Emily and William Wagner
Carol and Loren* Walter
Wanner Engineering Inc.
Kathleen and William Wanner Jr.

$1,000+
Allyson and Todd Aldrich
Cynthia and Woodbury Andrews
Sue and Phil Ankeny Family Fund of  

The Minneapolis Foundation
Shirley and Albert Arendt
Daniel Balach
Linda and Robert Barrows
Carol Barry
Bergmark Foundation
Robert Bergmark and Juleen Christopher
Katherine and Brian Bispala
BMO Harris Bank N.A.
Stacy Bogart
Carole and Glenn Bolles
Cynthia and Dennis Bremer
Valerie and A. Oscar Carlson
Jenny and Chadwick Cornell
Joan and Ronald Cornwell
Carol and James Cote
Ellen and Matthew Dahl
Jan and Earl Dick
DLMC Foundation
Gary Domann and Brian Ellingson
Marcia and Bill Dubbs
Jim Fisher
The Fredrikson & Byron Foundation
Charles A. Geer Family Fund of  

The Minneapolis Foundation
Archelle Georgiou Feldshon, MD, and  

David Feldshon
Georgiou-Feldshon Family Fund of  

The Minneapolis Foundation
Jennie and Richard Goelz
Lawrence and Elaine Hallfin Family 

Foundation
Blanche and Thane Hawkins
Barbara and David Hornig
Susan and Michael Horovitz
iBehavior Inc.
Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Sandra and Robert* Jellison
Bruce Johnson Fund of the Minnesota 

Community Foundation
Sally and Charles Jorgensen
Mary Jayne and Dennis Larson
Mary and Theodore Loftness
Lundsten Family of the Bank of America 

Charitable Gift Fund
Jane and Reed Mackenzie
Marbrook Foundation
Jim and Diane McCarthy Foundation
Ross Meacham
Ellen Meyer
Microsoft Giving Campaign
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Bonnie Niehaus
Nova Vascular, Inc.
Joseph Novogratz
Sandy and Patrick Oberembt
Harriet and S. Bartley Osborn
David Parry
Priya and Amit Patel
Pavilion Advisory Group, Inc.
Julie and Matt Peterson
Ralph* Peterson
Tad and Cindy Piper Fund of  

The Minneapolis Foundation
Christina and John Plaisted
Molly and Ronald Poole Family Fund of  

The Minneapolis Foundation
Berta and Michael Porterfield
Porterfield Family Charitable Foundation
Gary and Susan Rappaport Family Charitable 

Fund at Schwab Charitable
Walter Rasula
Regeneron
Judith and John Reiling
Nancy and Steven Schachtman
Steven C. Schachtman Revocable Trust
Jen and David Schmid
Claire and Robert Scott, MD
Christine and Roy Smalley
Melissa and James Snelson
Donald F. Swanson Sr. Fund of  

The Minneapolis Foundation
Naomi and David Tetzlaff
Rebecca Thompson
Susan Truman
Kathleen and Les Tune
United Health Foundation
University of Minnesota Foundation
Upper Midwest Working Group of the  

Am. Society of Nuclear Cardiology
Roberta and Russ Wagner
Chantal and Derek Weatherford
Cherri and Steve Wedan
Charles Zaugg
Norma and Lowell Zitzloff

$500+
Joan Abbott and Karen Roehl
Patricia and Kevin Adolf
Anonymous
Jeffrey Ansite and Malinee Saxena
Associated Benefits & Risk Consulting
Mary Babcock
Wendy and Daniel Barker
Connie and Terry Baumgard
Ms. Trudy and Mr. Daniel Beranek
Wayne Boike
Jackie Boucher
Renee and Forrest Burke
Tameka Cannon
Carol and Lynn Truesdell
Jeanne Corwin
Amelia DeWit
Mary and Ernest Dorn
Carmelle and Timothy Eickhoff
Gary Erlander
Facebook Payments Inc.
Elizabeth Farhat
Mike & Linda Fiterman Family Foundation
Laurie and Jeff Flaherty
Susan Funk and Wood Kidner
Cathleen and Richard Giertsen
Kathryn and Ronald Golberg
Sumita and Paul Harle
Carla Hauge
Tara Helfritz
Kelley Hoolihan
Robert Hoyler
Carol and William Huttner
Jimmy's LLC
Ariel Johnson
Gerhard Johnson
Patricia and William Kelly
Marcia and James Kerwin
Janice and Leslie Linster
Mary Ellen and John Lundsten
Janet and Gerald Madison
Diane and James Martin
Evans Mburu

Ann and Richard Meyer
The Alvin E. and Mildred H. Miller  

Philanthropic Fund of the  
Minneapolis Jewish Federation

Matching Grant Program Fund of  
The Minneapolis Foundation

Peter Moe
Myra Nagel
Tim Nelson and Jeanne Branby
Nelson Branby Family Fund at  

Schwab Charitable
Ellsworth Neumann
Ann and Norman Newell
Hugh Nierengarten
Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation
Mr. Fabrizio Perri and Ms. Alessandra Fogli
Brenda and David Pomfret
Constance and Lewis Remele
Remele Family Fund of The Minneapolis 

Foundation
Sally and Timothy Sawyer
Barbara Sill
Morton Silverman
Brian Skoog
Jack Spillane
The Joel Spoonheim and Lani Willis Fund of 

InFaith Community Foundation
Richard Stephens
Charles B. Sweatt Foundation
Donna and Thomas Talley
Lisa and Robert Tyberg
Jennifer and Theron Weisz
Charlotte* Wethe
Melissa and Craig Wiklund
Cindy and Gary Winters
Ann and Raymond Yu, MD

*Noting deceased, prior to date of publication	



Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation® Physicians and Board of Directors

Raed Abdelhadi, MD
Jason Alexander, MD
Adrian Almquist, MD
Said Alsidawi, MD
Judah Askew, MD
Richard Bae, MD
Courtney Baechler, MD
Mosi Bennett, MD
John Bernhardson, MD
Steven Bradley, MD
Emmanouil Brilakis, MD
Joshua Buckler, MD
M. Nicholas Burke, MD
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Minneapolis Heart Institute® Physicians
Thank you to the physicians at the Minneapolis Heart Institute® who inspire us every day to accomplish our goal of creating 
a world without heart and vascular disease!
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Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation Board of Directors
The MHIF Board of Directors is responsible for governance of all aspects of the foundation’s organization, operations, policies and mission.
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Message from the Chairman
Over the last few years, the Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation® (MHIF) has  
made important progress – building a strong foundation, assembling the right team 
and ensuring resources are in place to lead innovative cardiovascular research  
and education.

I would summarize 2019 with one word – confidence. MHIF has earned confidence 
that it is delivering on its mission and you see the evidence in the myriad of 
accomplishments throughout the year.

I am witnessing confidence in our strong partnership with world-renowned research 
physicians at the Minneapolis Heart Institute®. More than half of MHIF research 
is inspired, designed and led internally by our physician research partners. These 
physicians believe in the power and impact of this important research that is only 
possible because of MHIF funding and infrastructure. The other half of MHIF 
research is evaluating new medicines and technologies in partnership with leading 
manufacturers who bring first-in-the-world studies to MHIF. The physicians are 
equally committed to education – publishing and presenting the research to share 
learnings and challenge the standard of care on behalf of patients around the world.

Our philanthropic community is showing confidence in the potential impact of 
research. In 2019, we received the largest charitable gift in our history. Penny and 
Lee Anderson gave $5 million to formally establish the Penny Anderson Women’s 
Cardiovascular Center because they recognized the opportunity to address the  
35-year gap that exists in women’s heart health research. Women are different from 
men and more research is needed to understand and improve outcomes; MHIF is 
poised to make a substantial impact.

The MHIF team has earned confidence through their commitment to the MHIF 
mission every day. Nearly 75 percent of the MHIF infrastructure is a passionate team 
of researchers with experience to lead and execute research studies, including patient 
care responsibilities. The rest of the MHIF team is the infrastructure that helps lift up 
the mission. This involves bringing in funding and communicating outcomes as we 
engage with communities of donors, patients and health care professionals to drive 
the vision of a world without heart and vascular disease.

2019 is the conclusion of my nearly five years as Chairman of the Board. I’m proud 
to transition the role to Jeff Steinle, who brings leadership and vision to the MHIF 
Board from his own extensive career in the medical device industry. I have great faith 
in MHIF’s leadership team and I look forward to further supporting the important 
contributions MHIF will continue in heart and vascular research and education.

 

Thomas J. Gunderson
Chair, Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation Board of Directors

Jeffrey Steinle

Thomas J. Gunderson
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2019 Statement of Activities

REVENUES				  
			   Funds with Time or	
	 Percent	 Operations	 Purpose Restrictions	 Endowments	 Total

n Contributions	 28%	 $3,515,022	 $6,886,796	 $20,000	 $10,421,818

n Grants	 4%	 546,044	 229,851	 —	 775,895

n Research Study Revenues	 47%	 5,956,656	 — 	 —  	 5,956,656

     Investment Gain	 0%	  9,688	 828,831	 3,776,792 	  4,615,311

n Net Assets Released from Restrictions	 13%	   1,613,525	 (1,613,525)	 —	 —	

n Net Assets Released – Endowment Earnings	 5%	 710,357	 —	 (710,357)	 —   

■ Other Revenues	 3%	 422,363	 —	 —   	 422,363

Total Support and Revenues		  $12,773,655	 $6,331,953	 $3,086,435	 $22,192,043

		

EXPENSES				  

PROGRAM SERVICES					   

n Education	 10%	 $1,167,525	 —  	  —   	 $1,167,525

■ Research	 60%	   7,239,125	 —  	  —   	 7,239,125

Total Program Services		  $8,406,650	  —   	 —   	 $8,406,650

					   

SUPPORTING SERVICES					   

n Administration	 21%	 $2,560,266	 —  	  —   	 $2,560,266

■ Fundraising	 9%	 1,102,153	  —  	 —  	    1,102,153

Total Supporting Services		  $3,662,419	 —  	 —  	  $3,662,419

Total Expenses		    12,069,069	  —   	 —   	    12,069,069

Change in Net Assets		  $704,586	 $6,331,953	 $3,086,435	 $10,122,974

OPERATING REVENUES
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 OPERATING EXPENSES



ASSETS	
Cash and Cash Equivalents	 $  3,856,638

Investments	   25,760,982

Contributions Receivable	 321,734

Pledges Receivable (net)	   5,640,386

Other Receivables (net)	   3,950,731

Other Assets	 184,245

Fixed Assets (net)	 1,979,114

Total Assets 	 $41,693,830

	
LIABILITIES	
Accounts Payable	 $462,988

Accrued Payroll	 724,995

Accrued Pension 	   425,452

Other Accrued Expenses	 533,764

Deferred Rent	 1,058,372

Deferred Revenues 	 830,042

Total Liabilities 	 $  4,035,613

	

NET ASSETS	
Without Donor Restrictions	 $6,671,847

With Donor Restrictions	 30,986,370

Total Net Assets	 37,658,217

Total Liabilities and Net Assets	 $ 41,693,830

2019 Balance Sheet

The Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation is a proud 
member of Community Health Charities Minnesota, 
an alliance of leading nonprofit health research and 
service organizations working to improve lives affected 
by chronic illness by investing in health research, 
services and education.



The Anderson’s Unprecedented Impact 
For the Andersons, a strong personal interest 
in women’s heart health coupled with a 
commitment to help others inspired them to 
make a transformational gift to MHIF – the 
largest in the foundation’s history. Lee and Penny 
were early founding supporters of MHIF, and 
Penny has previously served the Minneapolis 
Heart Institute Foundation’s board of directors. 
Moreover, the couple shares a personal 
connection to heart disease and the donation 
was made in honor of Penny’s service to the 
Foundation and passion to make an impact in  
the lives of women.

“Contrary to popular belief, just as many women 
die from heart disease each year as do men.  
I have been diagnosed with a heart ailment as 
were other members of my family and I was 
fortunate to have the best treatment available at 
the time,” said Penny Anderson. “MHIF is poised 
to lead in women’s cardiovascular health, helping 
to close the gap that exists, and I am honored to 
be part of this important effort.”

Generous contributions from patrons like the 
Andersons enable MHIF to make an impact on 
patient awareness, increase provider education 
and encourage high-quality research to improve 
outcomes for women’s cardiovascular care.

920 East 28th Street, Suite 100, Minneapolis, MN 55407
612-863-3833  |  877-800-2729 toll free  |  612-863-3801 fax
info@mhif.org  |  mplsheart.org

  @MinneapolisHeart        @MHIF_Heart       @mplsheart        minneapolis-heart-institute-foundation

“We are extremely grateful to Penny and Lee 
Anderson for the wonderful partnership with 
the Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation 
over a number of decades,” said Dr. Scott 
Sharkey, Chief Medical Officer. “For years we 
have identified a number of transformational 
cardiovascular research opportunities related to 
women but have not had the opportunity to carry 
our research forward. We now understand that 
men’s and women’s hearts are very different. 
This exceptionally generous gift will allow us 
to explore this line of research now and for 
generations to come.”

To learn more about Penny Anderson Women’s 
Cardiovascular Center, visit mplsheart.org/women


