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Preface

Pub. 125, Sailing Directions (Enroute) West Coast of South
America, Sixteenth Edition, 2023, is issued for use in
conjunction with Pub. 120, Sailing Directions (Planning
Guide) Pacific Ocean and Southeast Asia. Companion volumes
are Pubs. 126 and 127.

Digital Nautical Charts 7 and 14 provide electronic chart
coverage for the area covered by this publication.

This publication has been corrected to 18 February 2023, in-
cluding Notice to Mariners No. 7 of 2023. Subsequent updates
have corrected this publication to 2 March 2024 including No-
tice to Mariners No. 9 of 2024.

Explanatory Remarks

Sailing Directions are published by the National Geospatial-
Intelligence Agency (NGA) under the authority of Department
of Defense Directive 5105.60, dated 29 July 2009, and pursu-
ant to the authority contained in U. S. Code Title 10, Chapter
22, Section 451 and Title 44, Section 1336. Sailing Directions,
covering the harbors, coasts, and waters of the world, provide
information that cannot be shown graphically on nautical
charts and is not readily available elsewhere.

Sailing Directions (Enroute) include detailed coastal and
port approach information which supplements the largest scale
chart produced by the National Geospatial-Intelligence
Agency. This publication is divided into geographic areas
called “Sectors.”

Bearings.—Bearings are true, and are expressed in degrees
from 000° (north) to 360°, measured clockwise. General
bearings are expressed by the initial letters of the points of the
compass (e.g. N, NNE, NE, etc.). Adjective and adverb
endings have been discarded. Wherever precise bearings are
intended, degrees are used.

Charts.—Reference to charts made throughout this
publication refers to hard copy paper charts and electronic
charts.

As the maritime community moves towards electronic
navigation, the Maritime Safety Office will begin reducing
NGA’s Standard Nautical Chart portfolio. Further information
can be found in the “What’s New” section of the NGA
Maritime Safety Information web site (https://msi.nga.mil).

Corrective Information.—Users should refer corrections,
additions, and comments to NGA’s Maritime Operations Desk,
as follows:

NGA Maritime—Contact Information

Maritime Operations Desk

Toll free 1-800-362-6289
Commercial 571-557-5455
DSN 547-5455

E-mail navsafety @nga.mil

NGA Maritime—Contact Information
Maritime Safety Office
DNC web site https://dnc.nga.mil
Maritime Domain | https://msi.nga.mil
web site
E-mail MarHelp@nga.mil
Maritime Quality
Feedback System | https://marhelp.nga.mil
(MQFS)
Maritime Safety Office
National Geospatial-Intelligence
- Agency
Mailing address | nrai) Stop N64-SFH
7500 Geoint Drive
Springfield VA 22150-7500

New editions of Sailing Directions are corrected through the
date of publication shown above. This publication is updated as
needed and made available as a downloadable corrected
publication on the NGA Maritime Safety Office web site.

NGA Maritime Safety Office Web Site

https://msi.nga.mil

Courses.—Courses are true, and are expressed in the same
manner as bearings. The directives “steer” and “make good” a
course mean, without exception, to proceed from a point of
origin along a track having the identical meridional angle as
the designated course. Vessels following the directives must
allow for every influence tending to cause deviation from such
track, and navigate so that the designated course is
continuously being made good.

Currents.—Current directions are the true directions toward
which currents set.

Distances.—Distances are expressed in nautical miles of 1
minute of latitude. Distances of less than 1 mile are expressed
in meters, or tenths of miles.

Geographic Names.—Geographic names are generally
those used by the nation having sovereignty. Names in paren-
theses following another name are alternate names that may
appear on some charts. In general, alternate names are quoted
only in the principal description of the place. Diacritical marks,
such as accents, cedillas, and circumflexes, which are related to
specific letters in certain foreign languages, are not used in the
interest of typographical simplicity.

Wherever possible, names used on NGA charts and in NGA
publications are in the form approved by the United States
Board on Geographic Names (BGN). Generally, local official
spellings are used for those features entirely within a single
sovereignty, names of countries and those features which are
common to two or more countries or which lie beyond a single
sovereignty may carry Board-approved conventional spellings
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(i.e., names in common English language usage). When alter-
nate names would be of value to the user, they may be shown
for information purposes within parentheses. Important indi-
vidual name changes are made to all revised charts as the op-
portunity permits.

Geographic names or their spellings do not necessarily re-
flect recognition of the political status of an area by the United
States Government.

BGN approved names may be found at
geonames.nga.mil/geonames/GNSHome/welcome.html.

Heights.—Heights are referred to the plane of reference
used for that purpose on the charts and are expressed in meters.

Internet Links.—This publication provides Internet links to
web sites concerned with maritime navigational safety, includ-
ing but not limited to, Federal government sites, foreign Hy-
drographic Offices, and foreign public/private port facilities.
NGA makes no claims, promises, or guarantees concerning the
accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of the contents of these
web sites and expressly disclaims any liability for errors and
omissions in the contents of these web sites.

International Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS)
Code.—The ISPS Code is a comprehensive set of measures to
enhance the security of ships and port facilities developed in
response to the perceived threats to ships and port facilities in
the wake of the 9/11 attacks in the United States. Information
on the ISPS Code can be found at the International Maritime
Organization web site:

https://

International Maritime Organization Home Page

http://www.imo.org

Lights and Fog Signals.—Lights and fog signals are not
described, and light sectors are not usually defined. The Light
Lists should be consulted for complete information.

National Ocean Claims.—Information on national ocean
claims and maritime boundary disputes, which have been com-
piled from the best available sources, is provided solely in the
interest of the navigational safety of shipping and in no way
constitutes legal recognition by the United States. These non-
recognized claims and requirements may include, but are not
limited to:

1. A requirement by a state for advance permission or
notification for innocent passage of warships in the territorial
sea.

2. Straight baseline, internal waters, or historic waters
claims.

3. The establishment of a security zone, where a state
claims to control activity beyond its territorial sea for securi-
ty reasons unrelated to that state’s police powers in its terri-
tory, including its territorial sea.

Radio Navigational Aids.—Radio navigational aids and ra-
dio weather services are not described in detail. Publication
No. 117 Radio Navigational Aids and NOAA Publication, Se-
lected Worldwide Marine Weather Broadcasts, should be con-
sulted.

Soundings.—Soundings are referred to the datum of the
charts and are expressed in meters.

Telephone and Facsimile Numbers.—Within this publica-
tion, the international telephone and facsimile numbers provid-
ed as contact information contain the minimum digits
necessary to dial. Please note that these contact numbers do not
include additional digits or special characters, such as (0) or
(+), which may be required when dialing. The necessity of
such digits and characters depend upon numerous factors and
conditions, such as the user's geolocation and service provider.
Mariners are advised to consult their communications equip-
ment and service provider user manuals for guidance.

Time.—Time is normally expressed as local time unless
specifically designated as Universal Coordinated Time (UTC).

Time Zone.—The Time Zone description(s), as well as in-
formation concerning the use of Daylight Savings Time, are in-
cluded. The World Time Zone Chart is available on the Inter-
net at the web site given below.

Standard Time Zone of the World Chart

https://www.cia.gov/maps/the-world-factbook/
world-regional

U.S. Maritime Advisory System.—The U.S. Maritime
Advisory System is a streamlined inter-agency approach to
identifying and promulgating maritime security threats. The
system replaces Special Warnings to Mariners (State
Department), MARAD Advisories (Maritime Administration),
and Marine Safety Information Bulletins (U.S. Coast Guard)
and consists of the following items:

1. U.S. Maritime Alert—Provides basic information (lo-
cation, incident, type, date/time) on reported maritime secu-
rity threats to U.S. maritime industry interests. U.S.
Maritime alerts do not contain policy or recommendations
for specific courses of information.

2. U.S. Maritime Advisory—Provides more detailed in-
formation, when appropriate, through a “whole-of-govern-
ment” response to an identified maritime threat.

Maritime Administration (MARAD)—U.S.
Maritime Advisory System

https://www.maritime.dot.gov/msci-advisories

Winds.—Wind directions are the true directions from which
winds blow.

Reference List

The principal sources examined in the preparation of this
publication were:

British Hydrographic Department Sailing Directions.

Canadian Sailing Directions.

Various port handbooks.

Reports from United States Naval and merchant vessels and
various shipping companies.

Other U.S. Government publications, reports, and docu-
ments.

Charts, light lists, tide and current tables, and other docu-
ments in possession of the Agency.
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Date of Change: 2 March 2024

Notice to Mariners: 9/2024

Sector Paragraphs
Sector 2 Paragraphs 2.10, 2.13, and 2.32
Sector 3 Paragraph 3.39
Sector 5 Paragraph 5.12, 5.16, and 5.43
Sector 7 Paragraph 7.21 and 7.40
Date of Change: 2 December 2023
Notice to Mariners: 48/2023
Sector Paragraphs
Sector 2 Paragraphs 2.14 and 2.32
Sector 3 Paragraph 3.9
Sector 7 Paragraph 7.59
Date of Change: 24 June 2023
Notice to Mariners: 25/2023
Sector Paragraphs
Sector 2 Paragraphs 2.13, 2.2, and 2.32
Sector 3 Paragraphs 3.21 and 3.40
Sector 5 Paragraph 5.18
Sector 7 Paragraph 7.21

Pub. 125




120° 1100 100° <o 30° 70° 60°
1 1 1 1 L L
(SEE PUB. J'a 32) \
COLOMBIA
0 s
ARCHIPIEL J\r 0 DE COLON ECUADOR
10 é:p |40
<
204 O 200
ISLA SAN
» [SLA SALA-Y-GOMEZ * FELIX
ISLA DE PASCUA
30 -30°
ISLAS JUAN
F‘ERNAI\EDF&
40 - 40°
SOUTH PACIFIC
50 L&
OCEAN
DE HORNOS

(CAPE HORN)
60 600

" I T T T T T

120° 110° 100° g0° 80° 70° 60°

SECTOR LIMITS — PUB. 125

Pub. 125 viI



Conversion Tables

Feet to Meters

Feet 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
0 0.00 0.30 0.61 091 122 1.52 1.83 2.13 2.44 2.74
10 3.05 3.35 3.66 3.96 427 457 4.88 5.18 5.49 5.79
20 6.10 6.40 6.71 7.01 732 7.62 7.92 8.23 8.53 8.84
30 9.14 9.45 9.75 1006 | 1036 | 1067 | 1097 | 11.28 | 11.58 | 11.89
40 12.19 | 1250 | 12.80 | 13.11 13.41 13.72 | 14.02 | 1433 14.63 14.93
50 1524 | 1554 | 15.85 16.15 1646 | 1676 | 17.07 | 1737 | 17.68 | 17.98
60 1829 | 18.59 | 1890 | 1920 | 19.51 19.81 | 20.12 | 2042 | 2073 | 21.03
70 2134 | 21.64 | 2195 | 2225 | 2255 | 2286 | 23.16 | 2347 | 2377 | 24.08
80 2438 | 24.69 | 2499 | 2530 | 2560 | 2591 | 2621 | 2652 | 2682 | 27.13
90 2743 | 2774 | 28.04 | 2835 | 2865 | 2896 | 2926 | 2957 | 29.87 | 30.17

Fathoms to Meters

Fathoms 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
0 0.00 1.83 3.66 5.49 732 914 | 1097 | 1280 | 14.63 | 16.46
10 1829 | 20.12 | 2195 | 2377 | 2560 | 2743 | 2926 | 31.09 | 3292 | 3475
20 36.58 | 3840 | 4023 | 42.06 | 43.89 | 4572 | 4755 | 4938 | 5121 | 53.03
30 5486 | 56.69 | 5852 | 6035 | 62.18 | 6401 | 6584 | 67.67 | 69.49 | 7132
40 73.15 | 7498 | 7681 | 78.64 | 8047 | 8230 | 84.12 | 8595 | 87.78 | 89.61
50 9144 | 9327 | 9510 | 9693 | 98.75 | 100.58 | 102.41 | 104.24 | 106.07 | 107.90
60 109.73 | 111.56 | 113.39 | 11521 | 117.04 | 118.87 | 120.70 | 122.53 | 124.36 | 126.19
70 128.02 | 129.85 | 131.67 | 133.50 | 135.33 | 137.16 | 138.99 | 140.82 | 142.65 | 144.47
80 146.30 | 148.13 | 149.96 | 151.79 | 153.62 | 15545 | 157.28 | 159.11 | 160.93 | 162.76
90 164.59 | 166.42 | 168.25 | 170.08 | 171.91 | 173.74 | 175.56 | 177.39 | 179.22 | 181.05

Meters to Feet

Meters 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
0 0.00 3.28 6.56 984 | 13.12 | 1640 | 19.68 | 2297 | 2625 | 29.53
10 3281 | 36.09 | 3937 | 4265 | 4593 | 4921 | 5249 | 5577 | 59.06 | 62.34
20 6562 | 6890 | 7218 | 7546 | 78.74 | 8202 | 8530 | 88.58 | 91.86 | 95.14
30 98.42 | 101.71 | 104.99 | 108.27 | 111.55 | 114.83 | 118.11 | 121.39 | 124.67 | 127.95
40 131.23 | 134.51 | 137.80 | 141.08 | 14436 | 147.64 | 150.92 | 15420 | 157.48 | 160.76
50 164.04 | 167.32 | 170.60 | 173.88 | 177.16 | 180.45 | 183.73 | 187.01 | 190.29 | 193.57
60 196.85 | 200.13 | 203.41 | 206.69 | 209.97 | 213.25 | 216.54 | 219.82 | 223.10 | 226.38
70 229.66 | 232.94 | 236.22 | 239.50 | 242.78 | 246.06 | 249.34 | 252.62 | 255.90 | 259.19
80 262.47 | 265.75 | 269.03 | 272.31 | 275.59 | 278.87 | 282.15 | 285.43 | 288.71 | 291.99
90 29528 | 298.56 | 301.84 | 305.12 | 308.40 | 311.68 | 314.96 | 318.24 | 321.52 | 324.80

Meters to Fathoms

Meters 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
0 0.00 0.55 1.09 1.64 2.19 2.73 3.28 3.83 437 4.92
10 5.47 6.01 6.56 7.11 7.66 8.20 8.75 9.30 9.84 | 10.39
20 1094 | 11.48 | 1203 | 1258 | 13.12 | 13.67 | 1422 | 1476 | 1531 15.86
30 1640 | 1695 | 17.50 | 18.04 | 1859 | 19.14 | 19.68 | 2023 | 20.78 | 21.33
40 21.87 | 2242 | 2297 | 2351 | 2406 | 2461 | 2515 | 2570 | 2625 | 26.79
50 2734 | 27.89 | 2843 | 2898 | 2953 | 3007 | 3062 | 31.17 | 31.71 | 3226
60 3281 | 3336 | 3390 | 3445 | 3500 | 3554 | 36.09 | 3664 | 37.18 | 37.73
70 38.28 | 38.82 | 3937 | 39.92 | 4046 | 4101 | 4156 | 42.10 | 42.65 | 43.20
80 4374 | 4429 | 4484 | 4538 | 4593 | 46.48 | 47.03 | 4757 | 48.12 | 48.67
90 4921 | 4976 | 5031 | 50.85 | 51.40 | 51.95 | 5249 | 53.04 | 5359 | 54.13

VIII Pub. 125



IX

Abbreviations

The following abbreviations may be used in the text:

Units
°C
cm
cu.m.
dwt
FEU
gt
kHz

Directions
N

NNE

NE

ENE

E

ESE

SE

SSE

Vessel types
LASH

LNG

LPG

OBO

Lo-Lo
NGL

Time
ETA
ETD

Water level
MSL

HW

LW

MHW
MLW
HWN

HWS

LWS

LWN

Communications

D/F

R/T
GMDSS
LF

Navigation
LANBY
NAVSAT
ODAS
CBM
MBM

degree(s) Centigrade
centimeter(s)

cubic meter(s)
deadweight tons
forty-foot equivalent units
gross tons

kilohertz

north
northnortheast
northeast
eastnortheast
east
eastsoutheast
southeast
southsoutheast

Lighter Aboard Ship
Liquified Natural Gas
Liquified Petroleum Gas
Ore/Bulk/Oil

Lift-on Lift-off
Natural Gas Liquids

estimated time of arrival
estimated time of departure

mean sea level
high water

low water

mean high water
mean low water
high water neaps
high water springs
low water springs
low water neaps

direction finder

radiotelephone

Global Maritime Distress and Safety System
low frequency

Large Automatic Navigation Buoy
Navigation Satellite

Ocean Data Acquisition System
Conventional Buoy Mooring System
Multi-Buoy Mooring SysteM

km

mb
MHz

nrt
TEU

SSW
SW
WSW

WNW
NW
NNW

Ro-Ro
ULCC
VLCC
VLOC

FSO

GMT
UTC

LWS
MHWN
MHWS
MLWN
MLWS
HAT
LAT

MF
HF
VHF
UHF

SBM
SPM
TSS
VTC
VTS

kilometer(s)

meter(s)

millibars

megahertz

millimeter(s)

net registered tons
twenty-foot equivalent units

south
southsouthwest
southwest
westsouthwest
west
westnorthwest
northwest
northnorthwest

Roll-on Roll-off

Ultra Large Crude Carrier

Very Large Crude Carrier

Very Large Ore Carrier
Floating Storage and Offloading
Vessels (System)

Greenwich Mean Time
Coordinated Universal Time

low water springs

mean high water neaps
mean high water springs
mean low water neaps
mean low water springs
highest astronomical tide
lowest astronomical tide

medium frequency
high frequency

very high frequency
ultra high frequency

Single Buoy Mooring
Single Point Mooring
Traffic Separation Scheme
Vessel Traffic Center
Vessel Traffic Service
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The following abbreviations may be used in the text:

Miscellaneous

AIS Automatic Identification System

COLREGS Collision Regulations

IALA InternaFlf)nal Association of Lighthouse
Authorities

IHO International Hydrographic Organization

IMO International Maritime Organization

IMDG Intermational Maritime Dangerous Goods (Code)

LOA length overall

UKC Under keel clearance

MMSI

No./Nos.

PA
PD
Pub.

SOLAS

St./Ste.
ISPS

Maritime Mobile Service Identity
Code

Number/Numbers

Position approximate

Position doubtful

Publication

International Convention for
Safety of Life at Sea

Saint/Sainte
International Ship and Port facility
Security
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SECTOR 1

WEST COAST OF SOUTH AMERICA—OFF-LYING ISLANDS AND DANGERS

Plan.—This sector describes the off-lying islands, dangers,
and banks that are widely scattered W of the coasts of Colom-
bia, Ecuador, and Chile. The sequence of the description is
from N to S.

General Remarks

1.1 The waters W of the coasts of Colombia, Ecuador,
and Chile contain a number of off-lying islands, dangers, and
banks, most of which are not marked by navigational aids. The
islands, volcanic in origin, are in general precipitous and steep-
to, but detached dangers lie close off many of them. Isla de
Malpelo, about 200 miles off the Colombian coast, lies closest
to the coast. Isla de Pascua, about 2,000 miles off the Chilean
coast, is the western most of the off-lying islands described
herein. The Archipelago de Colon and the Archipelago de Juan
Fernandez are the principal island groups; the Archipelago de
Colon is the largest group.

Off-lying Islands, Banks, and Dangers West of
Columbia

1.2 Isla de Malpelo (3°59'N., 81°36'W.), lying about 200
miles off the W coast of Columbia, consists of a sheer and bar-
ren rock with three high peaks; a light is shown from the N
peak. In clear weather the island is visible from a distance of
30 miles and is reported to be a good radar target at 30 miles.
From some directions the island resembles a crown. Strong
currents in the vicinity cause the appearance of breakers, but
the island is believed to be steep-to, with depths of 46 to 110m
less than 1 mile offshore.

North Rocks, consisting of four above-water rocks and a
rock awash, lie close NNW of the N end of the island. South
Rocks, two above-water rocks, lie close S of the S end of the
island. A number of above-water rocks lie close off the S and
SE end of the island.

A landing place is situated on the E side of the island, about
0.3 mile SSW of the N extremity, but the swell makes it diffi-
cult.

It was reported that a meteorological station was established
on the island.

Anchorage can be taken off the NE end of Isla de Malpelo, in
a depth of 46m, rock, during light to moderate seas, although
anchorage is not recommended due to the presence of sub-
merged pinnacles, the rocky bottom, and a lack of soundings.

Caution.—The island was reported (1992) to lie 2 miles
NW of its charted position.

Malpelo Nature Reserve is a circular area of radius 6 miles
centered on position 3°58.5'N, 81°34.8'W. Fishing and any oth-
er activity identified by Colombian authorities is prohibited in
the area.

Shoal areas have been reported (2003) between 60 and 73
miles NW of Isla de Malpelo, with the shallowest depth of 34m
approximately 61 miles NW of Isla de Malpelo.

Area to be Avoided.—To avoid risk of damage to the envi-
ronment and economy, all vessels greater than 500 gt and all
fishing vessels should avoid the area bounded by:
5°00'00"N, 83°03'48"W.
2°43'30"N, 83°03'48"W.
2°43'30"N, 82°06'06"W.
3°28'55"N, 82°06'09"W.
3°28'55"N, 81°08'00"W.
3°45'40"N, 81°08'00"W.
3°45'40"N, 80°43'50"W.
4°26'30"N, 80°43'50"W.
4°26'30"N, 80°22'10"W.

J- 5°00'00"N, 80°22'10"W.

It was reported (1992) that a vessel was detained and a se-
vere fine imposed for approaching within 200 miles of the is-
lands.

Rivadeneyra Shoal (4°15'N., 85°10'W.), position doubtful,
was reported to lie about 215 miles W of Isla de Malpelo. The
least depth over the shoal was 3m.

Isla del Coco (5°32'N., 87°04'W.), about 340 miles WNW
of Isla de Malpelo, is described in Pub. 153, Sailing Directions
(Enroute) West Coasts of Mexico and Central America.

TG e a0 o

The Archipelago de Colon

1.3 The Archipelago de Colon (Galapagos Islands)
(0°00'N., 90°00'W.) is the group of islands and islets forming
the archipelago that lies on and near the Equator, between 500
and 700 miles W of the coast of Ecuador. The entire group
comprises an area of about 2,966 square miles and is a military
reservation. It is reported that there are airports on Isla Baltra
and at the naval base on Isla San Cristobal.

Winds—Weather.—Although the island group lies on and
near the Equator, the climate is tempered by the cool Peru Cur-
rent.

The Southeast Trade Wind is the prevailing wind in the Ar-
chipelago de Colon and blows between SE and SW. From
April to December, the trade wind blows with great regularity
and gales are unknown. Calms are frequent from January to
April, with occasional light squalls from the NW. Heavy rollers
occasionally break upon the N shores during the rainy season,
but no wind of any consequence accompanies them.

The greater part of the islands are, in general, embraced in a
dry zone which rises to about 244m. The period of January to
April is the rainy season for the low grounds, but even during
this period rainfall cannot be relied on. At the higher levels
light rain occurs throughout the year, and rainfall is greater
from June to November when thick mists are prevalent.

Thick fog has been reported at sea near the Archipelago de
Colon in April and September.

In the vicinity of the islands, bioluminescence (phosphores-
cence) has been observed.

Tides—Currents.—The currents in the vicinity of the Ar-
chipelago de Colon are strong, with rates of 1 to 2.5 knots.
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4 Sector 1. West Coast of South America—Off-lying Islands and Dangers
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The Archipelago de Colon—Galapagos Islands

They generally set W and NW. There is a marked difference in
the temperatures of the bodies of water moving within a few
miles of each other. On one side of Isla Isabela the temperature
of the sea 0.3m below the surface was 26°C, but on the other
side it was less than 15°C. These differences are due to the cool
Peru Current (Humboldt Current) coming from the S along the
coasts of Chile and Peru, which, at the archipelago, joins a
warmer body of water moving from the Gulf of Panama.

Near Cabo Blanco, the Peru Current leaves the coast and sets
WNW and W toward the archipelago, passing this group on
both the N and S sides. The breadth of the current stream on
the meridian of the Archipelago de Colon is 400 to 500 miles.
Beyond the archipelago the current widens rapidly and is lost
in the Equatorial Current near 108°W.

Aspect.—There are six principal islands, nine smaller is-
lands, and a number of islets and rocks. The formation of the
entire archipelago is volcanic. In general, the higher islands
have one or more principal craters toward their centers with
several smaller ones on their flanks. There are as many as
2,000 craters, some rising to 1,524m at their centers, among the
islands. There is a marked difference between the S and N
sides of the islands. The S sides are covered with luxuriant veg-
etation. The N sides consist in general of bare lava, from the
crevices of which springs a thick undergrowth. The low lands
are generally parched and rocky; however, the larger islands
are fringed with dense mangroves which are backed in places
by impenetrable thickets. The trees on the islands seldom grow
over 9.8m high.

Water is found on many of the islands during the rainy sea-

son. An adequate supply of water can be obtained at Isla San
Cristobal, but it must be boiled for drinking purposes.

Note.—Several lighted beacons and markers are situated on
the islands and islets to assist small craft with local knowledge
in entering the coves, craters, and narrow fairways.

Regulations—Particularly Sensitive Sea Area (PSSA).—
Archipelago de Colon and its surrounding waters have been de-
clared a natural and world heritage site, recognized worldwide
for its scientific and cultural importance. In order to safeguard
the island marine ecosystem, a PSSA has been established sur-
rounding the affected waters.

Within the PSSA the following regulations apply:

1. The area should be avoided by ships of 500gt and over
carrying oil and dangerous cargoes, and by ships carrying
large quantities of bunker fuel.

2. The discharge of oil or oily mixtures, other noxious
liquids, garbage or other harmful substances is prohibited
from all vessels regardless of size.

3. The dumping of plastics, synthetic fishing lines or
nets, plastic garbage bags, loose stowage materials, cover-
ings and packaging material, paper, rags, glasses, bottles,
metal, ceramics and similar materials is prohibited from all
vessels regardless of size.

As an associated protective measure, an Area to be Avoided
has been established largely enclosing the PSSA. The area is
bounded by lines joining the following positions:

a. 2°30'N, 92°21'W.

b. 2°14'N, 91°40'W.

c. 1°14'N, 90°26'W.
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0°53'N, 89°30'W.
0°35'S, 88°38'W.
0°52'S, 88°34'W.
1°59'S, 89°13'W.
2°05'S, 89°34'W.
2°01'S, 90°35'W.
1°32'S, 91°52'W.
1°13'S, 92°07'W.

1. 1°49'N, 92°40'W.

Effective on 1 May 2008, all ships and barges carrying car-
goes of oil or potentially hazardous material entering and de-
parting any port in the Galapagos and all ships 500 gt and
above entering and departing any port in the Galapagos shall
use the following routes:

1. On the E side of the Area to be Avoided, westbound
ships shall follow the route established by a recommended
track between the following two positions:

a. 1°05'08.4"S,87°54'43.8"W.
b. 1°05'08.4"S,88°41'19.2"W.

2. On the E side of the Area to be Avoided, eastbound
ships shall follow the route established by a recommended
track between the following two positions:

a. 1°10'10.2"S, 87°57'42.6"W.
b. 1°10'10.2"S, 88°44'15.8"W.

3.  On the W side of the Area to be Avoided, westbound
ships shall follow the route established by a recommended
track between the following two positions:

a. 1°21'04.8"S, 92°43'43.8"W.
b. 1°1428.2"S, 92°06'21.0"W.

4. On the E side of the Area to be Avoided, eastbound
ships shall follow route established by a recommended track
between the following two positions:

a. 1°26'11.6"S, 92°43'49.8"W.
b. 1°18'56.4"S, 92°02'48.6"W.

All vessels, including private yachts, desiring to call at any
of the islands or to enter their waters must obtain clearance
from the Ministeriao de Defense National, Quito, Ecuador, or
from an Ecuadoran consul before sailing to the islands. Upon
arrival at the archipelago, vessels must clear with the local au-
thorities at Bahia de Naufragio, Isla San Cristobal or at Bahia
de la Academia, Isla Santa Cruz, before proceeding to any of
the other islands.

The Ecuador Ship Reporting System is mandatory and ap-
plies to all vessels navigating within 200 miles of Ecuador and
Archipelago de Colon. For further information, see Pub. 120,
Sailing Directions (Planning Guide) Pacific Ocean and South-
east Asia. The area of the mandatory ship reporting system is
bounded by a line joining the following positions:

FTIr SR e o

Mandatory Ship Reporting System
Point Position
A 2°30'N, 92°21'W
Dl 1°26'N, 89°03'W
El 0°01'S, 86°06'W
Fl1 0°12'S, 88°01'W
Gl 0°35'S, 87°54'W

Mandatory Ship Reporting System
Point Position
H1 1°02'S, 87°53'W
I 2°34'S 88°48'W
J1 2°46'S, 89°30'W
K1 2°42'S, 90°42'W
L1 2°05'S, 92°18'W
M1 1°32'S, 92°44'W
L 1°49'N, 92°40'W

The Autonomous Temperature Line Aquisition System
(ATLAS), a successive chain of mooring buoys, with quick
flashing orange and white colored lights, are placed along the
equatorial belt of the Pacific from the Archipelago de Colon to
New Guinea. Vessels are to give them a wide berth of 6 miles.

Caution.—Mariners should exercise caution in the waters
adjacent to the islands due to numerous unconfirmed reports of
depths less than 200m in much deeper water.

1.4 Isla Darwin (Isolote Culpepper) (1°39'N., 92°00'W.),
a small, rocky and barren islet, is the NW islet of the Archipel-
ago de Colon. An arched rock, 31m high, lies about 0.3 mile E
of the S end of the islet. A reef extends 0.2 mile SE from the
rock.

The island was reported (1996) to lie 1 mile N of its charted
position.

Isla Wolf (Isla Wenman) (1°22'N., 91°49'W.), rocky and
barren, lies about 18.5 miles SE of Isla Darwin. It actually con-
sists of three islets and a large above-water rock which lie close
together and are separated by narrow passages; when sighted
from the offing they appear as one islet.

The group of islets is formed by the crater of an old volcano,
the W side of which is broken away and submerged, so that the
islet is in the form of a crescent with concave sides W.

A light is shown from the NE extremity of the largest islet.

1.5 Isla Pinta (0°35'N., 90°45'W.), about 7 miles long
and 4 miles wide, lies about 77 miles SE of Isla Wolf. The is-
land has an active volcano near its center that rises to a height
of about 762m.

Shoal water, on which breakers have been reported, extends
0.5 mile N from the N end of the island. Rocas Nerus, below-
water rocks, extend about 0.3 mile N from a position on the N
shore about 0.8 mile E of the above shoal area. A depth of 8.2m
lies about 1.3 miles NNW of Cabo Chalmers, the SW extremi-
ty of Isla Pinta.

A depth of 131m was reported to lie 6 miles N of the N ex-
tremity of the island. A depth of 140m was reported to lie 7
miles NNE of the N extremity of the island. A depth of 264m
was reported to lie 34 miles WNW of the island.

Anchorage can be taken, in depths of 12.8 to 27.4m, rock
and sand, about 1.5 miles NNW of Cabo Chalmers (0°33'N.,
90°47'W.). The anchorage lies 0.3 to 0.4 mile off high, sheer
cliffs which on closing show a narrow sloping shelf of rock
with patches of black sandy beach at their base.

A vessel approaching the anchorage from the S can round
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Bahia de Naufragio—Isla San Cristobal

Cabo Chalmers about 1 mile offshore and anchor 0.2 to 0.3
mile N of a conspicuous green patch near the base of the high-
est cliff.

Isla Marchena (0°20'N., 90°28'W.) lies 15.5 miles SE of Is-
la Pinta. Numerous above and below-water rocks lie up to 0.3
mile offshore and a dangerous rock lies in an approximate po-
sition about 3 miles off the NE side of the island.

Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of about 31.1m, sand, 1
mile WNW of Punta Montaluo (0°23'N., 90°28'W.). The an-
chorage lies off a small cove with a black beach marked by a
rocky point W and high rocks E. Fishing vessels frequent the
anchorage.

Isla Genovesa (0°20'N., 89°57'W.), a flat island, lies about
25 miles E of Isla Marchena. A crater lake lies near the center
of the island. Bahia Darwin, marked at its head by a pair of
lights, indents the S side of the island. The entrance of the bay,
about 0.5 mile wide, is shallow and encumbered by reefs.
Small craft with local knowledge can enter the bay via a con-
stricted channel and anchor on a small ledge in the NE part of
the bay, where there are depths of 7.3 to 16.5m, sand.

1.6  Isla San Cristobal (0°50'S., 89°25'W.) lies at the E
extremity of the Archipelago de Colon. Numerous above and
below-water rocks and dangers lie close to the shores of the is-
land which is a good radar target at 25 miles. Most of the in-

habitants reside in and about Bahia de Naufragio, a town
situated near the SW end of the island.

A radiobeacon is situated on the S side of the island, about 6
miles ESE of the town.

The E side of Isla San Cristobal, between Punta Pitt (0°43'S.,
89°14'W.) and Punta Naufagio (0°55'S., 89°38'W.), is rock-
fringed and contains no harbors or anchorages. Roca Este, dry-
ing, and Roca Ballena (Roca Whale), awash, are off-lying
dangers shown on the charts of this coast. There is an above-
water rock (Estefania) and adjacent shoal patch lying almost 3
miles NNW of Punta Pitt. The former gives a good radar return
up to 15 miles.

Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 36.6m, in Bahia de
Agua Dulce (0°56'S., 89°30'W.), an open roadstead exposed to
heavy rollers. The anchorage lies 0.4 mile off a waterfall, at the
base of which fresh water is available. The water should be
boiled or otherwise treated before drinking.

1.7 Bahia de Naufragio (0°54'S., 89°37'W.), a bay and
town of the same name, is entered between Punta Lido, from
which a light is shown, and Punta Malamocco, about 0.8 mile
apart. The town is a port of entry for the Archipelago de Colon.
A radio station is situated near the head of the bay.

Tides—Currents.—The flood and ebb tidal currents set NE
and SW, respectively, with a velocity of up to 1.8 knots.
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Depths—Limitations.—Shoals and reefs fringe the harbor
and coast around the bay. Depths of less than 5.5m exist 0.5
mile offshore. Reefs, above and below-water, lie in the inner
harbor and approaches to the harbor. Arrecife Schiavoni, with a
least depth of 0.3m, lies in the entrance and helps protect the
bay from NW weather. A dangerous wreck lies on shoals close
E of the reef. Arrecife Schiavoni and nearby reefs are not visi-
ble on a bright day with a calm sea except for the light-colored
water over them. With a swell, the sea breaks heavily on the
reefs and across the S entrance of the bay. A lighted buoy
marks the NE extremity of the shoal water.

Rocas Dalrymple (0°51'S., 89°38'W.), 19m high and steep-
to, lies in the N approach to the bay. A light, with a racon, is
shown from a concrete block on the highest rock. Rocas Dalry-
mple is a good radar target; it is also a landmark on a N ap-
proach to the harbor.

1.8 Puerto Bagerizo Moreno (0°54'S., 89°37'W.) is lo-
cated on the S shores of Bahia de Naufragio and is the capital
of the Galapagos Province. This is a small port catering mostly
to fishermen and small to medium-sized pleasure craft.

Tides—Currents.—The mean range at springs is 1.8m
while the mean range at neaps is approximately 1m.

Depths—Limitations.—There are two piers in the port. The
Naval Pier, 50m in length, is located on the S shore close NNE
of Puerto Baquerizo Moreno Light (0°53'57"S., 89°36'43"W.)
and is reserved for official harbor and naval use. The Municipal
Pier, 80m in length, is located 300m NE of the naval pier.
There is a rock, awash, situated 25m NE of the head of the mu-
nicipal pier.

Punta Suarez Light—Isla Espanola

Aspect.—A prominent gray stone building, housing the
Governor of the Islands and the Naval headquarters, stands 0.2
mile WNW of a conspicuous church standing at the head of the
bay. The Naval base extends from the gray building WNW to

another prominent building standing on Punta Malamocco. A
radio mast exhibiting fixed red obstruction lights lies 91m SW
of Puerto Baquerizo Moreno Light.

Anchorage.—Two designated anchorages lie within Bahia
de Naufragio, of which only one is available for non-military
vessels. The Naval Anchorage is located 0.2 mile N of Puerto
Baquerizo Moreno Light; the anchorage for other vessels is lo-
cated 0.375 mile NNE of the light. Two mooring buoys
equipped with yellow lights are situated between the Naval An-
chorage and the Naval Pier.

Additional anchorage is available, in 29.3m, sand, about 0.5
mile NE of Punta Lido.

Directions.—Caution must be exercised when approaching
the bay, particularly from the W. From a position about 0.5
mile S of Rocas Dalrymple, steer a course of 165° with the
rock astern, bearing 345°. When about 0.3 mile W of Punta Li-
do, and when the light at the head of the bay bears 165°,
change course to 165° and proceed to an anchorage.

Caution.—Entry into port should be restricted to daylight
hours only since town lighting and all obstruction lights have
been reported to be extinguished between midnight and sunrise
due to the town generator being turned off.

The W side of Isla San Cristobal is fringed by rocks, reefs,
and shoals extending as far as 1.3 miles offshore. These are nu-
merous, small coves indenting this low dark-colored coast. Isla
Lobos (0°51'S., 89°34'W.), a good radar target, lies close off-
shore. Mariners are to use caution as a rock has been reported
estimated to be at a depth of 6m in the vicinity of (0°51'41°S.,
89°3522”W.) north of Isla San Cristobal. A detached 3m patch
lies 1.2 miles W of Isla Lobos. Punta Bassa (Manglecito)
(0°49'S., 89°32'W.), a salient feature, is low, dark, and reported
to be a good radar target. Breakers extend up to 0.5 mile N of
the point. Anchorage can be taken about 1.5 miles SW of the
point, in depths of 11 to 32.9m.

Bahia Stephens (0°48'S., 89°30'W.), an open bay on the
NW side of the island, can be identified by Roca Kicker (Roca
Peteadora) (0°46'S., 89°31'W.), a sheer, high rock shaped like a
church with a high, square tower. The rock is a good landmark
on approaching the bay, which is clear of dangers except for
several shoal patches lying 1.2 miles off the NE entrance point.
Punta Finger (0°45'S., 89°28'W.) is a conspicuous dark-col-
ored cliff topped by a pinnacle rock which is located at the NE
extremity of Bahia Stephens.

Anchorage can be taken, in depths of 18.3 to 21.9m, good
holding ground, about 0.5 mile offshore.

Caleta de la Tortuga (0°42'S., 89°22'W.), an open road-
stead, lies 1.5 miles SW of Cabo Norte (0°41'S., 89°21'W.), the
N extremity of Isla San Cristobal. Cerro Pan de Azucar
(0°43'S., 89°21'W.), about 220m high, and another hill rising
0.2 mile SW, are good landmarks when approaching the road-
stead.

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken in the roadstead, in
depths of 21.9 to 27.4m, sand, about 0.5 mile offshore.

1.9 Isla Espanola (1°23'S., 89°40'W.), the S island of the
Archipelago de Colon, is 195m high, rugged, and covered with
brushwood. Its coasts are bold and rocky. The island gives a
good radar return at 21 miles. Rocks and reefs, above and be-
low-water, lie 0.2 mile off the island, except in the vicinity of
Isla Gardner, which is encircled by foul ground. There is a
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Puerto Baquerizo Moreno—Isla San Cristobal

7.3m detached patch 0.6 mile N of the N extremity. Isla Gard-
ner (1°20'S., 89°39'W.), an islet, gives a good radar return up to
16 miles.

Bahia Gardner (1°21'S., 89°38'W.), lies S and W of Isla
Gardner. A reef, with an islet at its N end, extends N from Isla
Espanola leaving a passage about 137m wide and with a least
depth of 5.5m N of the islet. A rock, with a depth of 3.7m, lies
in the bay about 0.4 mile from the SW end of Isla Gardner. Lo-
cal knowledge is required.

Anchorage can be taken in the bay, in depths of 9.1 to
18.3m,. Vessels can anchor about 0.8 mile W of the summit of
Isla Gardner, in 36.6m. There is anchorage with the N extremi-
ty of Isla Gardner bearing 075°, and the S extremity 116°, in a
depth of 34.7m.

Arrecife Macgowen (1°07'S., 89°54'W.) lies about 20 miles
NW of Isla Espanola. It consists of rocks awash, 1.8m below
the surface, which are dangerous as soundings give no warning
of their proximity. This group of rocks is marked by an unlight-
ed pillar buoy at its westernmost edge. A pinnacle rock, with a
depth of 2.1m, was reported to lie about 0.5 mile ENE of Arre-

cife Macgowen.
Banco Hancock, with a depth of 19.5m, is an isolated patch
lying about 19 miles WNW of Arrecife Macgowen.

1.10 Isla Santa Maria (1°17'S., 90°25'W.) has several
round-topped hills that are visible from any direction. Numer-
ous above and below-water rocks lie on fringing shoals encir-
cling the island. Islets lie up to 1.8 miles off the NE side and up
to 5 miles off the E side of the island. Isla Enderby lies 2.5
miles NNW of Punta Ayora. Isla Campeon is located 1.3 miles
W of Isla Enderby and just 0.7 mile off the N coast of Isla San-
ta Maria. Isla Caldwell, 114m in height, lies 2 miles SSE of
Punta Ayora. Isla Gardner, 227m in height, lies 2.9 miles SE of
Isla Caldwell. Isla Watson lies 0.9 mile SW of Isla Gardner. An
isolated rock, awash, lies about 8 miles SE of the E extremity
of the island.

Bahia Playa Prieta (Black Beach Anchorage) (1°16'S.,
90°30'W.) affords good anchorage, in depths of 18.3 to 36.6m,
sand, about 0.3 to 0.5 mile off the head of the bay. There is
some swell, but reefs lying SW give some shelter. Vessels must
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Puerto Ayora—Bahia Academy S of Isla Santa Cruz

not anchor in depths less than 18.3m in order to avoid a rock,
with a depth of 1.8m, that lies 0.1 mile offshore. The summit of
Isla Santa Maria, bearing 118°, leads S of the rock and to the
anchorage.

Landmarks approaching the anchorage include a high rock
lying 0.2 mile offshore and 0.5 mile S of the anchorage, and a
brownish sandy beach inshore; a light is shown from the NE
point of the bay.

Bahia del Correo (Post Office) (1°14'S., 90°25'W.), indent-
ing the N coast of Isla Santa Maria, is mostly foul, but affords
sheltered anchorage, good holding ground, with easy access.
There are depths of 12.8 to 14.6m in the center of the bay,
about 0.5 mile ENE of the W entrance point. Landing can be
effected at a sandy beach in the SE part of the bay.

1.11 Isla Santa Cruz (0°38'S., 90°19'W.) is featured by a
prominent mountain rising near the center of the island. It is
volcanic. Rocks and foul ground fringe the island; several
above-water rocks and islets lie up to 3 miles offshore.

Bahia Academy (0°45'S., 90°18'W.) indents the S coast of
the island E of Punta Estrada (0°45'S., 90°18'W.). The shores
of the bay are foul for 0.5 mile offshore and depths generally
are less than 5.5m. Isla Coamano (0°45'S., 90°17'W.) lies on
foul ground about 1.5 miles E of Punta Estrada. There are sev-
eral shoal patches lying up to 1.5 miles S and SE of the Punta
Estrada. A light, frequently extinguished, is shown from the Is-
la Coamano. Another light is shown near a stone landing jetty,
about 1 mile NNW of Punta Estrada.

Landmarks include three research station buildings standing
2.2 miles N of Punta Estrada and a white sandy beach at the
head of a small cove, 0.7 mile NW of the same point.

Pilotage, if required, can be provided by the Harbormaster;
there is no formal pilot service.

Anchorage can be taken in Bahia Academy, in depths of 11

to 14.6m, about 0.6 mile from the landing jetty with Punta Es-
trada bearing 180°, distant about 0.7 mile. Vessels approaching
the bay from the E or W should keep about 3 miles offshore.
Puerto Nunez (0°43'S., 90°13'W.), a foul cove, affords anchor-
age, in 6.4m, clear of the foul ground which extends up to 0.8
mile offshore.

Rocas Gordon (0°34'S., 90°09'W.), a group of three rocks,
of which the largest is 61m high, lies 1 mile NE of Islas Plaza
(0°35'S., 90°10'W.). A light is shown from the S side of the S
island of Islas Plaza.

Isla Baltra (0°27'S., 90°16'W.), low and covered with brush,
is separated from the N coast of Isla Santa Cruz, and from the
E end by Canal de Itabaca (0°29'S., 90°16'W.), a shallow pas-
sage about 0.3 mile wide. Buoys mark the fairway, which is
used by fishing vessels in transit. It is reported that most of the
buoys have been removed and a pole beacon marks a rock near
the W outlet of the fairway.

Isla Baltra accommodates a naval and air force base; because
of this, the use of Isla Baltra is restricted.

The quay is controlled by the naval authority.

Local knowledge is required.

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken, in depths of 7.3 to
14.6m, sand and rock, at the E end of Canal de Itabaca. The
steep-to S shore of the canal should be favored on entering to
anchor.

1.12 Caleta del Norte (0°25'S., 90°17'W.) is the N of two
small bays on the W side of Isla Baltra. Punta del Norte, the
NW end of the island and bay, is reported to be a good radar
target. Isla Seymour (0°24'S., 90°17'W.) is separated from the
N end of Isla Baltra by a passage blocked by foul ground at its
E end. Anchorage can be taken, in 16.5m, at least 0.2 mile off
the head of Caleta del Norte.

Caleta Aeolian (0°27'S., 90°18'W.), the S of two bays, is en-
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Isla Baltra

Isla Eden (top) and Islas Daphne (below)

tered S of Punta Naboa (0°26'S., 90°17'W.). Aeolian Light is
shown from a tower on the point and prominent lighted radio
masts stand within the point. Seaplane ramps are situated at the
sandy head of the bay. A wharf, 61m in length, with alongside
depths of 6m, is situated nearby as is a radio station and air-
field. Anchorage can be taken, in 16.5m, in the outer bay.

Islas Guy Fawkes (0°31'S., 90°32'W.) are a straggling
group of islets lying off the NW side of Isla Santa Cruz. Isla
Eden (0°33'S., 90°32'W.) lies at the S end of the group. An-
chorage can be taken, in about 14.6m, 0.8 mile NNE of Isla
Eden.

Islas Daphne (0°25'S., 90°22'W.) consists of three islets.
The NE islet, 107m high with sheer sides, lies about 3.5 miles
W of Isla Seymour. The cone-shaped SW islet lies 5 miles W
of Caleta del Norte. The third islet is an above-water rock lying
on a shoal, 0.7 mile E of the SW islet. When approaching from
the NE, Isla Baltra and Isla Seymour appear to merge with the

EuEhaEn

Aeolian Light

higher background of Isla Santa Cruz, and Islas Daphne is the
first to be identified.

Isla Santa Fe (0°50'S., 90°04'W.) lying about 12 miles off
the SE side of Isla Santa Cruz, is steep-to except on its N side
where above and below-water rocks lie up to 200m offshore. A
12.8m patch lies 1.7 miles ENE of the NW extremity of the is-
land.

1.13 Isla San Salvador (0°15'S., 90°45'W.), high and
wooded, consists mainly of lava and has a conspicuous volca-
nic hill (Cerro Pan de Azucar) at the W side of the island. Isla
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Chinese Hat (Sombrero Chino) E of Isla Rabida

Rabida (0°25'S., 90°42'W.), a small barren island, lies 2.5
miles off the S side of the island. A group of small islets lies 4
miles E of Isla Rabida; a chain of islets, including a 4m patch,
lie off the SE end of Isla San Salvador.

Bahia de Sullivan (0°17'S., 90°34'W.), formed E and S by
Isla Bartholome (0°17'S., 90°33'W.), is open to the NE and has
a 7.4m rocky patch lying in its center. Small vessels can anchor
in at least 20.1m, 0.3 mile off the head of the bay.

Bahia de James (0°14'S., 90°52'W.), an open bay, has shel-
tered coves within the NE and SE entrance points. Isla Albany,
lying 0.5 mile off the NE entrance point, merges with Isla San
Salvador from offshore. Cerro Pan de Azucar (a prominent vol-
canic cone), 395m high, is the best landmark on approaching
the bay. Anchorage can be taken, in 13m, off a sandy beach
with the center of Isla Albany bearing 346°, distant 1.7 miles.
Large vessels should anchor about 0.4 mile farther out, in
27.4m, sand over rock. Depths of 9.1m or less exist up to 0.5
mile from the head of the bay.

1.14 Isla Isabela (0°30'S., 91°10'W.) is composed of six
huge craters, all active, joined at their bases by lava, the most
remarkable isthmus being Istmo Perry. The S end of the island
is moist from the trade wind and has dense vegetation. The N
part is dry and barren. There are few navigational aids or land-
marks.

Punta Albemarle (0°10'N., 91°20'W.), the N end of Isla Isa-
bela, is a good radar target. Foul ground extends 0.5 mile N of
the point. Roca Redonda (0°14'N., 91°37'W.), a barren islet,
lies 18.5 miles WNW of the point. Between Punta Albemarle
and Punta Alfaro, the island is steep-to, but the latter point is
fringed for about 1 mile offshore by shoals of less than 9.1m.
An islet lies 2.2 miles NNW of Punta Alfaro (0°25'S.,
90°57'W.).

Bahia de Perry (Cartago Bay) (0°35'S., 90°55'W.) indents
the coast between Punta Alfaro and Cabo Barrington (0°36'S.,
90°54'W.). The bay is fringed by mangroves, but anchorage
can be taken, in depths of 12.8 to 23.8m, sand and rock. Roca
Blanca (0°33'S., 90°52'W.), above-water, lies 4 miles NNE of
Cabo Barrington.

1.15 Cabo Woodford (0°45'S., 90°47'W.) is the E extrem-
ity of Isla Isabela. Between this cape and Cabo Barrington, the
coast is foul for at least 1.3 miles offshore. A rock about 6m
wide, with a depth of 1.8m, was reported to lie about 6.5 miles
ESE of Cabo Woodford.

The coast between Cabo Woodford and Cabo Rosa, the S ex-
tremity of Isla Isabela, is considered hazardous to approach as
there are several islets and rocks scattered offshore. Landings
are difficult due to breakers. The dangers include Islas Cross-
man (0°51'S., 90°48'W.), Isla Tortuga (1°01'S., 90°52'W.), Ro-
ca Burra (0°58'S., 90°52'W.), and Roca Union (1°02'S.,
91°06'W.).

Villamil (0°57'S., 90°58'W.) is a village situated at the head
of a bay, about 8 miles SW of Punta Veintimilla (0°55'S.,
90°51'W.). Cerro Villamil is a conspicuous hill rising about 0.8
mile within the W shore of the bay and 1 mile SW of the vil-
lage. A 46m long pier and a flagstaff are situated adjacent to
the village. The E side of the bay is encumbered with shoals,
rocks, and islets for 1.8 miles offshore. A light is shown from a
tower on the W islet.

Pilotage.—Pilotage is not compulsory, but is recommended
for the first visit; although there is no formal pilotage service, a
member of the Harbormaster’s staff can advise.

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 12m,
about 1 mile W of Villamil Light, but it is not recommended
due to the heavy swell and breakers. Landing is possible in a
cove about 4 miles SW of the village.

1.16 Cabo Rosa (1°03'S., 91°10'W.) is the S extremity of
Isla Isabela. From the cape, the coast trends WNW for 17 miles
then NW to Punta Cristobal (0°54'S., 91°31'W.), which can be
identified by a mass of small craters behind it. Other than Cale-
ta Iquana (0°57'S., 91°27'W.), the coast is quite regular in out-
line.

Bahia Isabel (0°37'S., 91°06'W.) indents the W side of Isla
Isabela. Four islets are clustered about 0.5 mile offshore. An-
chorage can be taken, in depths of 18.3 to 25.6m, sand, about
0.3 mile S of the southernmost islet. The area E of the islands
is shoal with a foul bottom. Only small vessels should anchor
in this area, and even then a tripping line is necessary.
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12 Sector 1. West Coast of South America—Off-lying Islands and Dangers

Anchorage can be taken in a cove about 5 miles NE of Caleta
Webb (0°48'S., 91°27'W.). Two small hills, covered with green
brush with a sandy beach on each side, identify the anchorage.
The cove has depths of 54.9m about 0.8 mile offshore, decreas-
ing to 5.5m close inshore. Good anchorage can be taken about
0.5 mile offshore, in 32.9m.

Caleta Tagus (0°16'S., 91°22'W.), formed by an old crater,
affords good anchorage, in depths of 11 to 29.3m, sand and
gravel. The shores of the cove are steep-to and the entrance is
clear of dangers. Anchorage is reported as being good in a cove
near Punta Vincente Roca, about 17 miles NW of Caleta Tagus.
There are depths of 11 to 36.6m, good holding ground of rock
and sand in the cove, which is reported to have a large cave at
the water’s edge.

1.17 Isla Pinzon (0°36'S., 90°40'W.) is a small, high island
lying in the passage between Isla Isabela and Isla Santa Cruz,
about 11 miles NE of Cabo Woodford. A small, high islet
stands about 5 miles SE of Isla Pinzon.

Isla Fernandina (0°25'S., 91°29'W.) lies close to the W side
of Isla Isabela on the NW side of Bahia Isabel. The island is a
high, large volcano that is barren, steep-to, and has a crater lake
near its center. An extensive field of lava encircles the base of
the volcano. Foul ground extends at least 0.5 mile off the SE
side of the island.

A vessel anchored off the island’s NE coast in Espinosa Bay,
with Punta Espinosa (0°16'S., 91°27'W.) bearing 295° and the
S point of the bay bearing 177°, in 34.7m.

Off-lying Islands, Banks, and Dangers West of
Chile

1.18 Numerous off-lying dangers have been reported be-
tween longitude 100°W and the coast of Chile. The effect of
seismic disturbances on the ocean floor within this area, which
is not infrequent, may cause an existing islet or rock to become
submerged. On the other hand, earthquakes thrust submerged
peaks above, or nearly above, the ocean surface. Through the
years, various surveys have failed to locate most of these re-
ported dangers. However, they are retained on the charts as a
warning to navigators.

Included in these dangers are Sefton Reef (36°43'S.,
83°15'W.), Yosemite Rock (32°04'S., 83°14'W.), Podesta Is-
land (32°14'S., 89°08'W.), Emily Rock (29°38'S., 87°25'W.), a
rock and adjacent shoal depths of at least 165m in position
25°40'S, 85°00'W, and a depth of 155m, which was reported in
the position 43°13'S, 97°43'W.

Isla San Ambrosio (26°21'S., 79°52'W.) is high, steep, and
about 2 miles long. The island consists of rough burnt volcanic
particles arranged in horizontal strata intersected by vertical
veins of basalt, which appear from the offing as streams flow-
ing from the summit. Fishermen frequent the island, and have
established several houses on it. Three above-water rocks, the
outermost about 0.5 mile offshore, lie E of the island; a conical
rock lies close W.

Anchorage for small craft can be taken in a cove (Las Mos-
cas) indenting the middle of the N coast of the island, where
shelter from SE winds can be obtained, in a depth of 40.2m,
rock. Landing can be effected at the head of the cove.

Isla San Felix (26°17'S., 80°07'W.), about 1.5 miles long,

rises to Cerro San Felix (San Felix Hill) at its W end. The W
and SW sides of this arid, volcanic island consist of steep, yel-
low cliffs sloping down to beaches on the NE side. An airfield
is located in the central part of the island. Foul ground extends
0.3 mile off the E and NE sides of the island, and depths of
12.8 to 25.6m exist up to 1.5 miles E. A light is shown from the
W side of the island.

Islote Gonzalez (Gonzales Island), high and inaccessible,
lies 0.3 mile S of the SE end of Isla San Felix and is connected
with that island by a submerged reef. Another reef extends NW
from the islet almost to the S shore of Isla San Felix.

Roca Catedral de Peterborough (26°16'S., 80°08'W.) is
the highest of a group of jagged rocks which lie about 1.3 miles
NNW of Cerro San Felix. Depths of 11 to 30m have been ob-
tained up to 1.8 miles N, NNW, and NW of these rocks.

Rada San Felix (San Felix Road), on the bank which con-
nects Isla San Felix and Roca Catedral de Peterborough, af-
fords anchorage, in depths of 20.1 to 36.6m, black sand, about
0.3 to 0.5 mile offshore. The tidal current sets SW and NE with
a velocity of 0.5 knot, but may increase to 3 knots.

Caution.—ODAS buoys, known as DART (Deep-ocean As-
sessment and Reporting of Tsunamis), are located offshore in
the following positions:

a. 20°28722"S, 73°25'46"W.
b. 23°10'00"S, 72°02'36"W.
c. 26°44'36"S, 73°58'59"W.
d. 32°07'36"S, 73°47'00"W.
e. 35°46'30"S, 75°14'14"W.

Three ODAS buoys are also located in the vicinity of

19°45'54"S, 84°44'18"W.

The Archipelago de Juan Fernandez

1.19 The Archipelago de Juan Fernandez (33°37'S.,
78°50'W.) consists of Isla Robinson Crusoe, Isla Santa Clara,
and Isla Alejandro Selkirk. The islands are a base for a fishing
fleet.

Isla Robinson Crusoe (33°38'S., 78°50'W.), lying about
360 miles W of Valparaiso, is about 10 miles long and irregular
in outline. The E half of this populated island is wooded, with
alternate craggy ridges and fertile valleys; the W half is flat,
low, and bare. Cerro El Yunque (33°39'S., 78°51'W.), shaped
like an anvil when seen from NE, is a wooded peak, the highest
in a range of mountains and a prominent landmark. Isla Robin-
son Crusoe has been sighted by radar at 40 miles.

Alexander Selkirk was landed on Isla Robinson Crusoe in
1705 and lived alone for 4 years before being rescued. Daniel
Defoe based his classical story Robinson Crusoe on this epi-
sode.

Winds—Weather.—The island has a humid but healthful
climate. Between October and May, the weather is fair, al-
though rain squalls occur during the evening and at night. Un-
settled weather, with rain, calms, or fresh N winds occurs
during the rainy season. There are strong N winds in winter.
Fog is not frequent.

Tides—Currents.—Local currents off the island are most
noticeable at the turn of the tide when they attain a velocity of
3 to 4 knots. The currents follow along the coast, but do not en-
ter Bahia Cumberland.
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1.20 Punta Hueso Ballena (33°40'S., 78°46'W.) is the
high, cliffy E end of the island. The coast NW of the point, as
far as Punta Loberia (33°37'S., 78°49'W.), consists of steep,
rugged slopes with no offshore dangers.

Bahia Cumberland (33°37'S., 78°50'W.), entered between
Punta Loberia and Punta San Carlos, about 1 mile WNW, is
open, deep, and clear of dangers.

Landmarks approaching the bay include the buildings at Fort
San Juan Bautista (33°37'S., 78°50'W.) and the caves S of the
settlement. Other buildings S of Punta Loberia are conspicu-
ous.

Weather conditions in the bay differ from the weather off-
shore as the terrain inland is such that wind squalls move off
the land and into the bay with considerable velocity. The water
in the bay then becomes turbulent and discolored, especially in
summer (November-May).

Muelle Fiscal, which is 100m long and can accommodate
vessels with a maximum draft of 4m, is situated 0.3 mile S of
Punta San Carlos (33°37'S., 78°50'W.).

Anchorage can be taken by vessels over 100m in length
about 0.4 mile E of the light in the settlement, in a depth of
49.4m. Vessels less than 100m long can anchor, in a depth of
20.1m, sand, about 0.5 mile SSE of Punta San Carlos and clear
of a sunken wreck lying 0.4 mile SE of the same point. It is ad-
visable to use both bow anchors, with a good spread and a long
scope of chain, to take care of sudden squalls and strong shift-
ing winds.

Caution.—When approaching Bahia Cumberland from the
W or N, it is easy to mistake Bahia del Oeste (Puerto Ingles)
(33°36'S., 78°51'W.), but the hills are less steep and the terrain
is lower than at Bahia Cumberland.The coast between Bahia
del Oeste and Punta Norte is high and cliffy; Cerro Alto
(33°36'S., 78°52'W.) is a prominent feature. The W side of the
island is rocky, with no anchorages or safe landing places. Pun-
ta O’Higgins, the S extremity of Isla Robinson Crusoe, lies 1
mile SE of Punta Isla (33°41'S., 78°57'W.), the SW extremity.

Bahia Carvajal (33°40'S., 78°56'W.), indenting the S coast
directly N of Punta O’Higgins, affords anchorage, in a depth of
about 27.4m, sand, with the point bearing 217° and the E en-
trance point of the bay bearing 042°.

Bahia Tierra Blanca (33°39'S., 78°55'W.) also affords an-
chorage, in depths of 28 to 30m. The bay is named after the
light color of the surrounding hills.

1.21 Isla Santa Clara (33°42'S., 78°56'W.) is separated from
the SW end of Isla Robinson Crusoe by a channel almost 0.8 mile
wide. The island is barren and on a N approach shows as a single
peak. Rocks and islets lie off the W and S coasts. The sea breaks
heavily all around the island making landing dangerous.

Isla Alejandro Selkirk (33°45'S., 80°45'W.), lying about 84
miles W of Isla Robinson Crusoe, is densely wooded and very
mountainous. Many deep ravines lead to a steep-to rugged
coast on the E side of the island off which are tremendous
depths. The S, W, and N sides of the island have sandy strips of
beach which extend 0.1 mile offshore in places.

A very high peak rises at the SW side of Isla Alejandro Selkirk,
and at the SW extremity there is a prominent rock with a hole
through it. Landing is possible near the center of the E shore at
Quebrada Sanchez, and at the foot of Quebrada Las Casas
(33°45'S., 80°43'W.), where there is a boat slip and buildings of a

former penal colony.

Anchorage can be taken about 0.3 mile ENE of Quebrada San-
chez (33°43'S., 80°44'W.), in depths of 40.2 to 49.4m. The ravine
is recognized by a white patch on a hill near it. This anchorage is
unsafe with E winds, but affords shelter from SW winds. Anchor-
age can also be taken, in depths of 31.1 to 50m, sand, off Rada de
la Colonia (33°45'S., 80°43'W.).

Isla Salas Y Gomez and Isla de Pascua

1.22 Isla Salas Y Gomez (26°28'S., 105°28'W.) is unin-
habited and scarcely more than a heap of stones, less than 0.5
mile long NW-SE and about 0.3 mile wide. During a gale it
would be hardly distinguished amidst the spray. The highest
point, 30m high and marked by a light, is at the S end of the is-
land. A submerged rock lies about 200m SW of the S point of
the island. Anchorage can be taken about 0.3 mile off the N
side of the island, in 56m, coral, and also 0.2 mile S of the S
end of the W side in 33m, sand and shells.

Isla Salas Y Gomez

Bajo Scott (Scott Reef), on which the sea breaks, lies about 1
mile NE of Isla Salas Y Gomez. It is about 91m long with depths
of 30 to 35m close around.

With E winds, a W current, with a rate of about 1 knot, is expe-
rienced in the vicinity of Bajo Scott.

Caution.—A no-take Marine Reserve surrounds Isla Salas Y
Gomez. Within this area, which covers about 58,000 square
miles, fishing and the removal of any plants or animals are pro-
hibited within about 125 miles of the coastline of the island.

1.23 Isla de Pascua (Easter Island) (27°05'S., 109°20'W.)
is grass-covered and cultivated. The inhabitants of this Chil-
ean-governed island reside mainly at the islands SW side.
There are numerous inactive volcanic craters and high, grassy
hills. The highest crater, Mount Terevaka, is located near Cabo
Norte (North Cape), the NW extremity of Isla de Pascua. Cabo
Sur (South Cape), the S extremity of the island, is very high
and prominent. The N and S sides of the island are high and
steep, and there are only three or four sandy beaches along the
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14 Sector 1. West Coast of South America—Off-lying Islands and Dangers

Isla de Pascua—(Easter Island) viewed from SE

entire rocky coast. Three high rocks, lying as far as 1 mile SW
of the SW extremity of the island, serve as good radar targets.

Winds—Weather.—The weather is never good for more than a
few days at a time at Isla de Pascua. Ships anchoring off the island
should be ready to sail on short notice. There are abrupt and vio-
lent wind changes, usually in a counterclockwise direction.From
October to April, the Southeast Trade Winds blows constantly, ex-
cept during the summer months when the winds are variable. The
trade wind is strongest at the beginning and end of the period and
is accompanied by showers.

In winter, W and SW winds are fairly frequent and are often ac-
companied by rain and heavy seas.

1.24 Rada Hanga-Roa lies on the W side of the island be-
tween Punta Cook (27°08'S., 109°26'W.) and Punta Roa, about
1.3 miles SSW. The shores of the bay are rocky, with shoals
and foul ground extending at least 0.2 mile offshore. Landing
is not very feasible. A very constricted boat channel leads to a
pier in ruins, but local knowledge is required as there are dan-
gers on the range line. Front and rear beacons named Barril and
Trianguls, respectively, lead to anchorages in the bay when
aligned 144°. Barril Beacon consists of a pyramid of earth and
stone with a barrel and spar topmark painted in orange and
white bands. Trianguls Beacon consists of a triangular-shaped
stone wall with a vertical iron column, surmounted by a trian-
gular daymark painted in orange and white bands.

Landmarks include a church, monument, and a radio mast, all
situated in the vicinity of Barril Beacon. A flagstaff, with white
boards attached, is prominent N of the range beacons. Three nota-
ble white-colored crosses stand on the hill of Maunga Tuutapu
(27°08.7'S., 109°24.1'W.).

Anchorage is available with the range beacons mentioned above
in alignment bearing 144°, and the outermost rock off Punta Roa
Bearing 206°. The berth offers depths of 25m, sand. In very good
weather, anchorage can be had further in on the range line, with
the rock bearing 220°, in a depth of 20m over a sand bottom.

Caleta Hanga-Piko is a cove about 0.2 mile S of Punta Roa.
Its inner part forms a natural basin and is the landing place for
all passengers and cargo for Hanga-Roa. Above and below-wa-
ter rocks lie up to 0.2 mile WNW of the W entrance point.
Small craft drawing less than 1.5m can enter the basin through
a narrow channel between rocks. Local knowledge is absolute-
ly necessary. Cargo is loaded and discharged during the day
from a pier 80m long, with a least depth of 0.9m at its head.

This anchorage is recommended for small vessels, with winds
from N through E to S, but is open to the W. A vessel moored here
must be ready to put to sea at short notice, but may find that her
anchor has fouled on the bottom.

Anchorage can be had off the cove, in a depth of 50m, with the
red and white radio mast bearing 093°, and the NE of the three
high rocks off the island’s SW end, in alignment with the cliff
edge below the peak on the island’s SW extremity bearing 180°.
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The bottom is rocky, and badly fissured.

Anchorage in Hanga-Roa is preferable, where the holding
ground is better and three 30-ton lighters are available to assist
with landing and embarking cargo.

1.25 Anakena (27°04'S., 109°20'W.), a cove on the N side
of the island, is approached in depths of 7.3 to 14.6m, and has
depths of 3.7 to 9.1m in the preferred E part of the cove. A lev-
el sandy beach provides the best landing on the island for small
boats. There is very little sea or swell. A monument within the
SE shore of the cove is a good landmark. There is a concrete
quay.

Anchorage can be taken just within the cove entrance and in the
middle of the E part of the bay. With winds from S to W, the cove
affords the best anchorage on the N coast, with good holding
ground. Anchorage is also available, in 21.9m, good holding
ground of sand, about 0.3 mile WNW of Punta Rosalia and with
this point aligned with Cabo O’Higgens, bearing 109°.

Bahia La Perouse (27°05'S., 109°18'W.) is an open road-
stead entered between Punta Angamos (27°05'S., 109°18'W.)
and Punta Rosalia. The terrain in the area is low and landing
can be effected W of Punta Angamos and in Rada Benepu,
about 1 mile WNW of the same point.

Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of about 21.9m, rock and
shells, 0.3 mile NW of Punta Angamos and off Caleta Ovali. East
and SE winds raise a heavy sea in the bay, which is also exposed
to N and NW winds. The anchorages are tenable with light N
winds, and when the trade winds are blowing.

Hutuiti Anchorage (27°07'S., 109°17'W.) affords shelter
from N and W winds in about 18.5m, 0.3 mile NE of Punta Ya-
ma (27°08'S., 109°17'W.). Several other inlets and coves along
the SE coast of Isla de Pascua afford anchorage to small vessels
and shelter from all but S winds, but the sea breaks heavily on
this coast.

Rada Vinapu (Benepu) (27°10'S., 109°25'W.) is a cliff-
ringed, open roadstead located about 3 miles NE of the island’s
SW extremity. Five small islets lie off the roadsteads SW en-
trance point.

Anchorage.—Anchorage, secure in N or W winds, but open
to winds of other directions, is available in the E portion of the
roadstead, clear of the tanker berth, but requires local knowl-
edge. The holding ground is good, the bottom being sand.

1.26 Vinapu Oil Terminal (27°10'S., 109°25'W.) consists
of an offshore oil berth situated at the seaward end of a buoyed
submarine pipeline. The berth is able to accept vessels up to
150m in length, with a maximum draft of 8.5m.

Six silver-colored storage tanks stand at the terminal on the
shore behind the berth and are prominent.

Pilotage is compulsory.

Directions.—Two range beacons, situated on a point about 0.7
mile NE of the oil tanks, mark the initial approach to the berth.
The beacons consist of an orange pedestal, surmounted by a white
daymark with a black triangle in its center, point down.

Vessels 120 to 150m in length approach on the alignment of the
beacons mentioned above, in line bearing 018°; but vessels under
120m in length should steer for a prominent triangular patch of
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grass located about 137m NW of the front beacon on a bearing of
016°. Steer on either the beacons or the grass until a second set of
beacons, identical to the pair mentioned above, situated about
137m S of the tanks, are in alignment bearing 284°. At this point,
the starboard anchor should be let go. Veer about 5 to 6 shots of
chain, turning the vessel to starboard. Let go the port anchor when,
in large vessels, the ship’s head is about 050°, or in smaller vessels
when the rear range beacon S of the oil tanks bears 274°, and the
front range beacon N of the tanks bears 020°.

With both anchors down, maneuver the vessel to pick up two

wire stern lines suspended from a small white buoy; the mooring
lines are laid out on the bottom from the shore and are suspended
from the buoy by wire messengers. When secured, the vessel
should be on a heading of 140°, with about 7 shots of chain out on
each anchor, and its stern about 0.1 mile seaward of 10m depths.
Smaller vessels should secure with the vessel’s head between 127°
and 137°. A boat is available to assist in picking up the stern lines
and the cargo hose, that is rigged to the vessel’s port side.
Caution.—It is normal to allow for a slight W set.
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SECTOR 2

COASTS OF COLOMBIA AND ECUADOR

Plan.—This sector describes the W coast of South America
from Isla Mono, at the Panama/Colombia boundary, to Canal
de Jambeli, at the Ecuador/Peru boundary. The sequence of the
description is from N to S.

General Remarks

2.1  Most of this coast is low, with sandy beaches inter-
rupted by rocky points and prominent headlands. Inland,
mountain ranges often parallel the coast. There are also de-
tached mountains and hills backing the coast in various places.
Numerous islands, some contiguous with the shore, lie near
river deltas and off the many bays which indent this coast.

Buenaventura and Guayaquil are the most important ports on
this coast. There are many secondary ports where cargo is load-
ed and discharged while at anchor in open roadsteads.

Winds—Weather.—The climate of this region is influenced
by the Peruvian Current. Along the N part of the W coast of
Colombia, winds from the NW to NE prevail, except in Sep-
tember and October, and are quite dependable from December
to April. From May to August they alternate with SW winds. In
September and October, SW winds prevail, but with frequent
changes to N. Gales from the N or NE occur occasionally,
chiefly from December to February, but they are rare from any
other direction.

Along the S coast of Colombia, a SW wind sets in about
April and becomes increasingly steady until September and
October. It then diminishes in steadiness and is replaced in
February and March by N winds. The SW wind is dependable
only from August to December. Gales are practically unknown
along this part of the coast.

The prevailing winds along the coast of Ecuador are S to W
throughout the year, but are more steady from that quarter from
June to November. North winds occur occasionally from late
January to early April. Gales are practically unknown. The av-
erage velocity of the wind is about 8 knots. Heavy squalls and
thunderstorms sometimes occur.

Fog is extremely rare over the open sea along the coasts of
Colombia and Ecuador.

Tides—Currents.—The currents off the coast are influ-
enced by the northerly Peruvian Current and by a S current,
known locally as "El Nino" that occurs in the first part of the
year along the coast of Ecuador.

On the main shipping tracks between Panama and the Equator,
the current may set in any direction throughout the year. The ma-
jority of the currents observed exceed a rate of 1 knot, except for
the predominantly N current off the coast of Colombia. A small
percentage of the currents observed have exceeded 2 knots, ex-
cept from August to September, and set mainly in W directions.
Currents of a local nature are described in the various parts of
this chapter with the features off which they occur.

The tidal currents between Isla Mono and Cabo Blanco are
not reckoned with, as the ocean current effect is much greater.

Regulations.—For details on regulations pertaining to ves-

sels approaching the coast and waters of Colombia and Ecua-
dor, see Pub. 120, Sailing Directions (Planning Guide) Pacific
Ocean and Southeast Asia.

Caution.—Offshore oil fields are encountered off this coast
roughly from a point NW of Punta Malpelo (3°30'S., 80°
30'W.), to a position S of Punta Parinus (4°40'S., 81°22'W.).
Rigs, production platforms, submarine pipelines, and various
other types of hazards, both above and below-water, may be as-
sociated with these oil fields, some of which may be lighted.
Vessels are urged to exercise the appropriate caution when nav-
igating along this coast.

Peruvian authorities advise that oil rigs may be found be-
tween the parallels of 3°S and 5°S.

Isla Mono to Buenaventura

2.2 Isla Mono (7°13'N., 77°53'W.) lies 0.5 mile offshore
in the vicinity of the boundary between Panama and Colombia.
The intervening coast between Isla Mono and Bahia Ardita is
high, rugged, heavily wooded, and steep-to within 0.5 mile of
the shore.

P
\

Punta Marzo £

Rocas Octavia

Punta Marzo Hazards

Between Isla Mono and Punta Solano, about 65 miles SE,
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the coast is indented by several bays, and numerous small riv-
ers flow into the sea. Much of the coast is high, partly steep-to,
with bluff headlands fringed with rocks and reefs. There are al-
so stretches of sandy beaches backed by low land.

Bahia Ardita (7°08'N., 77°48'W.), 6.5 miles SE of Isla Mo-
no, is a coastal indentation with a village on its N side. The bay
may be identified by an islet lying about 0.5 mile S of Punta
Ardita, the bay’s W entrance point.

A light is exhibited on the coast, about 13 miles NW of Pun-
ta Ardita. A light is shown from a structure, 70m high, close
SE of the town of Ardita.

Punta Marzo (6°50'N., 77°42'W.) is bold, rugged, densely
wooded, and lies about 20 miles SSE of Punta Ardita. A light is
shown from a tower, 15m high, standing on a small island close
off the cape. Detached rocks lie up to 1.8 miles S of the cape.
Rocas Octavia (6°47'N., 77°42'W.) are high bare rocks on a de-
tached reef lying 3 miles S of Cabo Marzo.

Bahia Octavia (6°51'N., 77°40'W.), formed by Cabo Marzo
and the shore E of it, affords anchorage, in depths of 9.1 to
27.4m.

Punta Cruces (6°39'N., 77°32'W.), about 15 miles SE of
Cabo Marzo, is the prominent S end of a peninsula which
forms the W side of Bahia de Cupica. Rocky islets lie on foul
ground which extends about 1.8 miles SE of Punta Cruces.
Golfo de Cupica is a large, open bight between Punta Cruces
and Punta Solano, about 22 miles S. Several small bays indent
the coast within the gulf.

Bahia de Cupica (6°41'N., 77°27'W.), located close E of
Punta Cruces and indented in its NE part by small bays formed
between headlands, has ample depths for vessels in its middle.
A beach at the head of the bay is fronted by shoal ground. An-
chorage, exposed to S winds, can be taken in suitable depths
between 0.3 and 1 mile offshore.

Bahia de Solano (6°18'N., 77°25'W.) is entered between
Punta Solano (6°18'N., 77°28'W.) and Punta Nabuga, a lofty
promontory about 6.3 miles NE. Above and below-water rocks
lie off its slopes and a chain of rocky islets, some conspicuous,
lies about 2 miles SW of Punta Nabuga. Rocky patches make
up a reef extending 1.5 miles NNW from Punta Solano. There
is a depth of 7.5m off the outer end of the reef. A light is shown
from a red and white banded tower, 44m high, standing on
Punta Solano. Ciudad Mutis is a small town at the head of Ba-
hia de Solano. A green directional light, 13m high, stands in
the town.

Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 27.4m, about 1.5 miles
from the head of the bay. Cargo is handled by lighters at the an-
chorage.

Caution.—An ODAS buoy, marked with a flashing light, is
moored about 5 miles NW of Bahia de Solano in position
6°22'00"N, 77°30'18"W. A rocky obstruction lies with a ap-
proximate minimum depth of 0.8m in position 6°18'59"N,
77°28'40"W and is marked with a lighted buoy.

Ensenada Utria (6°02'N., 77°21'W.) is a constricted inlet ex-
tending about 3 miles N from its entrance, which lies about 19
miles SSE of Punta Solano. The W side of the inlet is formed by
a narrow peninsula; the E side by the mainland. Two islets and
detached above-water rocks lie up to 1.5 miles S of the S end of
the peninsula. The inlet is approached E of the islets. Ensenada
Utria is easily identified by Playa Baia (6°04'N., 77°24'W.), a

sandy beach fringed by coconut palms, which extends 4 miles
NW of the peninsula. Landing can be made on a spit at the E
side of the inlet, about 1 mile within the entrance. Anchorage
can be taken S of the spit, in depths of 22 to 45m.

2.3 Cabo Corrientes (5°29'N., 77°33'W.), a high steep-to
promontory, is easily identified by the dome-like Picos de
Ananas, which rise about 457m, 4.5 miles ENE of the cape and
are densely wooded with the peaks bright green in color. A
light is shown from a metal tower, 18m high, standing on the
cape. Punta Arusi (5°37'N., 77°30'W.) is the steep-to N end of
Cabo Corrientes. A constant N current runs in the vicinity of
the cape.

Caution.—A large marine reserve has been established west
of Cabo Corrientes.

Bahia Cuevita (5°28'N., 77°28'W.), open S, has above and
below-water rocks lying up to 0.3 mile off its E entrance point.
Good anchorage can be taken, in 29.3m, about 1.3 miles ENE
and 0.5 mile off the W entrance point.

Bocana de Virudo (5°26'N., 77°25'W.) empties into the sea
about 1.5 miles SE of Bahia Cuevita. Iglesia de Sevira, an un-
usual perforated rock, lies 0.5 mile off the S entrance of the riv-
er.

The coast S of Bocana de Virudo is fronted by shoal water
for several miles offshore and the low, sandy shore is broken by
numerous creeks and river deltas.

2.4 Punta Charambira (4°18'N., 77°30'W.) is the W en-
trance point of Boca Charambira, one of the N mouths of the
Rio San Juan, which is reported navigable for about 180 miles
inland by craft of 1.5m draft. A sand bar at the river mouth
makes entry difficult. Punta Charambira, consisting of a series
of low spits, is difficult to distinguish. It is the N extremity of
an island which is separated from the mainland by a river. The
point is reported to be a good radar target at 20 miles. There is
a strong outgoing current in the river on an ebb tide and strong
cross currents in the river entrance. Heavy logs are rafted down
the river and off-loaded at the anchorage. Vessels, with a draft
of less than 4.5m and local knowledge, can anchor in Boca
Charambira. A light is shown from the point.

Between Punta Charambira (4°18'N., 77°30'W.) and Punta
Aji (3°14'N., 77°33'W.), the low, swampy coast recedes about
20 miles E to form Bahia Choco. Bahia Buenaventura and the
mouth of the Rio Buenaventura lie at the head of this bay.
About 2 miles N of Punta Magdalena (3°56'N., 77°21'W.) the
low cliffs begin. Ensenada de Juanchaco (4°00'N., 77°19'W.)
recedes about 8 miles N between Punta Magdalena and Punta
Sande, 2.8 miles SE. Low cliffs back the shore between the lat-
ter point and Punta Bazan (3°50'N., 77°11'W.), the N entrance
point of the Rio Buenaventura. This entire coast from Punta
Charambira to Punta Soldado is fronted by shoals and foul
ground for several miles.

A ballast water exchange zone is located to the west of the
explosive dumping area off of Punta Chrambira.

2.5 Bahia de Malaga (3°55'N., 77°20'W.) lies in the ap-
proach to Ensenada de Juanchaco, which is entered between
Punta Magdalena and Punta Sande.

Tides—Currents.—There is a strong tidal current, reported
to be 5 to 6 knots, inside the N channel approach to Bahia de
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Bahia de Malaga Naval Base

Malaga. Strong currents in excess of 6 knots have been report-
ed in vicinity of the piers alongside the naval base. The tidal
range has been reported to be 3.5m.

Isla La Palma Light (NGA #188 Isla Palmas)

Depths—Limitations.—Bahia de Malaga is approached by
passing either E or N of Isla La Palma. The preferred approach
N of Isla La Palma through Canal de Juanchaco is marked by
lights and lighted buoys, as shown on the chart. The entrance to
Canal de Juanchaco is about 450m in width and narrows to ap-
proximately 185m in width in the vicinity of Buoy No. 13.
However, caution needs to be exercised because it has been re-
ported that numerous buoys are missing or have drifted from
their charted position. Depths within Canal de Juanchaco are
well in excess of 10m, as shown on the chart.

The alternate approach E of Isla La Palma passes through
Canal Sur Bahia Malaga (Canal Juan de Dios) and is marked
by lighted buoys. Depths within this approach are more shal-
low than the preferred approach but are still in excess of 10m,
as shown on the chart.

Depths are irregular after passing through the approaches but
will still accommodate vessels with drafts up to 7.6m.

The only docking facilities available are for vessels attached
to or visiting the Colombian Naval Base located near Punta Al-
ta (3°58.4'N., 77°19.4'W.). There are two piers capable of ac-
commodating vessels with drafts of 6m or less. These piers are
used mostly by Colombian patrol craft which are commonly
moored abreast at the same berth. There are no port services
available.

Pilotage.—There are no pilots or tugs available for Bahia de
Malaga. Local knowledge is suggested for transiting the bay. It
has been reported that Colombian Naval officers have made
themselves available to be used as onboard advisors.

Regulations.—An area, indicated on the chart, where move-
ment restrictions apply, has been established off Punta Alta.
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Anchorage.—Anchorage Area A, Anchorage Area B, and
Anchorage Area C lie 3.5 miles, 4.5 miles, and 5 miles S, re-
spectively, of Punta Alta; Anchorage Area D lies 1.5 miles E of
Punta Alta. These anchorages are best seen on the chart. There
are no designated anchorage areas outside of the harbor but an-
chorage has been taken, in depths near 30m, rock, with thin
layer mud and shells SW of Bajo Los Negritos.

2.6 Isla La Palma (3°55'N., 77°21'W.) lies about 1 mile
S of Punta Magdalena. It was reported that this island was the
only reliable radar target in the area. A light is shown from a
metal tower, 36m high, standing at the SW end of the island,
but the tower is situated within a wooded area and difficult to
identify. The light is also obscured in the bay. A light marks the
shoals close N of the N end of the island. There are strong cur-
rents in the vicinity of the island.

It was reported (1990) that access to the island has been re-
stricted by order of the Colombian military.

Los Negritos (3°54'N., 77°24'W.), about 2.8 miles W of the S
end of Isla La Palma, is a dangerous reef consisting of several
detached rocks which nearly cover at high water. Depths of less
than Sm exist up to 0.5 mile S and 0.7 mile SE of the reef. Keep-
ing in mind the depths in the vicinity of Bajo de Negritos and
Los Negritos, vessels should keep in depths greater than 20m,
especially during bad weather, while in the vicinity.

Bajo de Negritos (3°54'N., 77°26'W.), a shoal area about
2.3 miles W of Los Negritos, has a least depth of 8.8m, which
is marked by a lighted buoy. The shoal was reported to be ex-
tending to the S.

Canal de Juanchaco (3°56'N., 77°21'W.), the N channel
leading N of Los Negritos and Isla La Palma, is about 0.5 mile
wide, but the navigable portion, with depths of over 10m, is on-
ly 0.2 mile wide. The channel has a least charted depth of
16.7m, situated about 1.3 miles WSW of Punta Magdalena.
The fairway is marked by lighted buoys and an approach light-
ed buoy, equipped with a racon, is moored about 5.3 miles W
of Isla La Palma. Islote Magdalena and another islet lie on foul
ground extending at least 0.5 mile NNE and E of the NE ex-
tremity of Isla La Palma.

Canal Juan de Dios (3°54'N., 77°20'W.), the E channel be-
tween Isla La Palma and the coast E, is about 1.5 miles wide
and shows depths of 5.5 to 7.3m at its seaward entrance, but
there are unmarked shoal patches with depths of 1m lying adja-
cent to the narrow fairway.

Ensenada de Juanchaco (4°00'N., 77°18'W.) is the inner
part of Bahia de Malaga. It extends about 8 miles NE from its
entrance and opens out to a width of 5 miles. Much of it is un-
surveyed. Archipelago de la Plata (4°01'N., 77°16'W.), at the
head of Ensenada de la Plata, consists of many cultivated,
wooded islets.

Buenaventura (3°54'N., 77°05'W.)
World Port Index No. 15370

2.7 Buenaventura, the principal port on the W coast of
Colombia, lies about 8 miles within the mouth of the Rio Bue-
naventura, which empties between Punta Bazan and Punta Sol-
dado. The river harbor is well-protected with berthing
facilities.

Port of Buenaventura Home Page

http://www.sprbun.com

o]

Berth-# 13

Berth # 14

Buenaventura Terminals 13, 14 and 15

Winds—Weather.—Buenaventura is a tropical port with
practically no seasonal variations in weather. Daily tempera-
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ture variations range from about 23° to 43°C, with an average
temperature about 27°C. The humidity remains constant at
about 89 per cent. The air is still, sultry, and uncomfortable, ex-
cept when there are cooling breezes which frequently accom-
pany the rising tide.

The port is in one of the heaviest rainfall belts of South
America. Rain occurs almost every day, usually at night or
during the early morning. However, there may be one or two
brief heavy showers while the sun is shining. The greatest in-
tensity of rainfall occurs in October and November, when trop-
ical thunderstorms are frequent. Heavy rain almost all year
round may cause cargo operations to be disrupted for up to 12
hours at a time.

Tidal Ranges for Buenaventura
HAT 4.6m
MHWS 4.0m
MHWN 2.9m
MSL 1.98m
MLWN 0.8m
MLWS -0.1m
LAT -0.6m
Notes:
1. Predicted heights are in meters
above charted datum.
2. HAT—Highest astronomical tide.
3. LAT—Lowest astronomical tide.

Tides—Currents.—See the table titled Tidal Ranges for
Buenaventura.
The first of the rising tide comes from N at a rate of a little

more than 1 knot. The current off the city attains a rate of 6
knots. Depending on the state of the tide, there is a current of
up to 3 knots off the berths of the town.

Depths—Limitations.—Both the Rio Buenaventura and the
port of Buenaventura are subject to siltation: The main channel
through the river to the port is marked by lighted buoys which
cannot be relied upon as they may be removed without notice,
shifted, or carried away by the strong tidal currents in the river.
They may also not mark the deepest portion of the channel,
owing to the shifting nature of the banks.

The bar, which extends across the approach to the Rio Bue-
naventura S of Culo de Barca, has general depths of 5.5 to 9m,
but lesser depths may exist. The maximum draft a vessel may
carry over the bar, and through the entrance channel, is gov-
erned by the height of tide at the port. The area is periodically
dredged. The least charted depth over the bar is 6.3m.

Sand bars sometimes build up across the channel in the vi-
cinity of Buoy No. 5 and Buoy No. 6, and NW of Buoy No. 13.

Shoal banks and shoal patches are charted up to 1.3 miles off
the N shore of the river, while a large 5.5m shoal is charted
about 2 miles SW of the same island. Depths of less than 5.5m
extend up to 7.8 miles SW of Punta Soldado. Two obstructions
lie 1.7 miles and 1 mile W, respectively, of Punta Soldado. It
was reported that less water than charted was found in the vi-
cinity of Lighted Buoy No. 2 and Lighted Buoy No. 7. Two
dangerous wrecks are located about 0.5 mile WSW and SW of
Isla Alba.

The port proper lies on the N side of Isla Cascajal (3°53.1'N.,
77°04.1'W.), and consists of a marginal concrete wharf 2,126m
long, plus a 200m long angled berth at the W end.

The port consists of three major terminals as follows:

Terminal Maritimo (3°53'34”N., 77°04'50"W.) has 15 berths,
with a least depth of 10.3m. Refer to the berthing facilities ta-
ble for berth information.

Buenaventura—Berthing Facilities
Maximum Vessel
Berth Length Depth Remarks
LOA Beam Size
1 205m 14.0m 368m 150,936 dwt
2 185m 14.0m 366m . 154,538 dwt | General and containers. Continuous
Unrestricted .
3 130m 14.0m 335m 123,587 dwt | berthing length of 1,500m.
4 130m 14.0m 337m 131,095 dwt
5 140m 14.0m 333m 141,448 dwt
6 210m 13.9m 232m . 77,950 dwt | Containers. Continuous berthing length
Unrestricted
7 100m — 229m 73,296 dwt | of 1,500m.
8 196m — 220m 73,296 dwt
9 204m — 220m Unrestricted 73,296 dwt Bulk sugar, general, and dry bulk.
10 175m — 220m Unrestricted 63,655 dwt Grain and fertilizers.
11 175m — 220m Unrestricted 63,963 dwt Grain and fertilizers.
13 175m — 200m Unrestricted 81,616 dwt | Multipurpose.
14 190m 11.0m 199m Unrestricted | 64,712 dwt | Chemical tankers, general cargo, liquid
and dry bulk
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Buenaventura—Berthing Facilities
Maximum Vessel
Berth Length Depth Remarks
LOA Beam Size
Terminal de Contenedores de Buenaventura (TC Buen)

Containers. Continuous berthing length
1 — 14.0m 350m 48.0m 131,095 dwt | of 440m. Can accommodate two ves-

sels simultaneously.

Almagrario S.A.
12 175m 10.0m 229m Unrestricted 81,783 dwt | Bulk and general cargo.
Terminal Compas Buenaventura
— Breakbulk and general cargo. Berthing

15 123m 1 105m 52.0m 63,533 AWt | 1o oth of 258m (including dolphins).

i

b
C i i s

Terminal de Contenedores de Buenaventura—(TCBuen)

TC Buen Container Terminal (3°53'35"N., 77°02'37"W.)
handles containers and general cargo. The berth has a
continuous length 440m with a depth of 14.0m.

Aguadulce—Sociedad Puerto Industrial Aguadulce (SPIA)
(3°54'12"°N., 77°05'16"W.) the berth has a continuous length of
850m and divided into two berths handling bulk cargos and
containers. It can accommodate vessels with length of 250m
and 14.0m draft. For further berthing informstion refer to the
talbl titled Buenaventura—Berthing Facilities .

Aspect.—Punta Piedra is a prominent point located about 2
miles SSE of Punta Sande.

Punta Bazan, about 7.8 miles ESE of Punta Piedra, is low
and wooded with a few houses. The coast between is composed
of wooded, red sandstone cliffs. Culo de Barca, about 2.5 miles
SE of Punta Piedra, and Vigia de San Pablo, about 4 miles W
of Punta Bazan, are two small islets lying off this coast. The
latter, triangular in shape, is easily identified.

Punta Soldado is located about 1.3 miles S of Punta Bazan.
A light is shown from a framework tower, 17m high, standing
on the point. A prominent grey building stands on the point
close to the light structure. Punta Soldado Light, red tower with
white bands, 50m in height, is exhibited about 0.2 miles S of
Punta Soldado point. The point is low and wooded with a few
houses, E limit of sandstone cliffs.

A conspicuous red roofed house is situated about 2 miles W
of Punta Bazan. Above Punta Bazan, the shore is low and
wooded with an occasional cliff.

The S shore of the river is a mangrove swamp divided by
small rivers and fronted by mud flats.

At the city of Buenaventura, a conspicuous church spire lies
0.3 mile SE of the spur mole, and conspicuous piles lie 1 mile
W and 0.8 mile SE of the spire. Several conspicuous water
tanks, antennas, and a conspicuous yellow building are situated
within the town and are best seen on the chart.
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Pilotage.—Pilotage is compulsory for vessels of more than
500 gt and is available at any time, however, there is an addi-
tional charge if the pilot boards between the hours of 1800 and
0600. It is advisable to enter the channel or leave the wharf one
hour after LW or 2 hours after HW.

The pilot boards near Buoy No. 1 (3°47.7°N., 77°18.9°’W),
which is fitted with AIS. In case of a delay in service, vessels
should drift outside the sea buoy and request the pilot by four
short blasts.

Regulations.—Vessels are berthed no later than 2200 but
departures occur at any time. Tankers may berth only during
daylight hours, but around the clock arrivals are allowed at the
general cargo berths.

Vessels should send an ETA to the Port Captain and agents
72 hours, 48 hours, 24 hours, and 12 hours in advance of arriv-
al. Contact with the pilot station should be made using VHF 3
hours prior to arrival. The ETA message must contain the fol-
lowing information:

1. Quantity of cargo expected to be discharged.

2. Expected arrival draft.

3. Number of passengers onboard, how many will be
disembarking, and how many will remain on board through-
out the stay in port.

4. Quantity of dangerous or inflammable cargo on
board, if any, and if so include any other information that
would be useful in conformance with international regula-
tions. Special regulations are in effect for vessels carrying
explosives
Contact Information.—See the accompanying table titled

Buenaventura—Port Contact Information for details.

Buenaventura—Port Contact Information
Pilots
VHF VHF channels 11, 12, and 16
Telephone | 70012 241 1053
Facsimile | 57-(09)2 241 3709
E-mail informacion @ pilotosdelpacifico.com
Web site http://www.pilotosdelpacifico.com
Port Authority
VHF VHEF channels 13 and 16
Telephone | 7(001 241 0709
E-mail servicioalaccionista@sprbun.com
Web site http://www.sprbun.com
Harbormaster
VHF VHF channels 16, 24, 25, 26, 27 and 71
Telephone | 57-(09)2 242 3702
Facsimile 57-(09)2 241 7867
57-(09)2 242 3702

Buenaventura—Port Contact Information

https://www.dimar.mil.co/capitania_bue-

Web site
naventura

Anchorage.—Vessels may anchor in the charted anchorage
areas, which are located, as follows:

Buenaventura—Designated Anchorage Areas
Number Position Remarks / Depth
Outer Anchorage
CPOIK | 3°44.18N,77°1935W | [aplosives:
CPO1-J | 3°4523'N, 77°19.56'W Quarantine;
10m to 19m
CPO1-1 | 3°46.10'N, 77°19.58'W 11m to 20m
CPO1-H | 3°49.35'N, 77°19.80'W 10m to 16m
Inner Anchorage
CPO1-G | 3°49.08'N, 77°11.33'W 08m to 13m
CPO1-F | 3°49.62'N, 77°09.30'W 08m to 12m
CPO1-E | 3°50.50'N, 77°08.34'W 07m to 08m
CPO1-D | 3°50.92'N, 77°07.32'W 06m to 09m
CPO1-C | 3°51.63'N, 77°06.20'W 07m to 12m
CPO1-B | 3°52.53'N, 77°05.45'W 05m to 09m
CPO1-A | 3°53.28'N, 77°05.27'W 06m to 12m
Caution—A dangerous wreck was located at 3°49.27'N,
77°19.61'W within Anchorage CPO1-H.
Caution—A dangerous wreck was located at 3°51.86'N,
77°05.89'W within Anchorage CPO1-C.

Caution.—Vessels are generally docked and undocked only
at slack water, due to the strong tidal currents off the berths.

It was reported that very strong ebb tidal currents were expe-
rienced at the anchorages within the river. Buoys may drag
from their charted positions.

It was reported (1991) that surveys showed significant
changes to depths in Bahia Buenaventura; many areas have
depths of 1 to 2m less than charted.

Mariners are advised to be alert to abnormal or hostile activ-
ities due to piracy, especially during evening hours.

2.8 Punta Guascama (2°37'N., 78°25'W.) lies about 100
miles SW of Punta Soldado. The coast between these two
points is low, flat, and heavily wooded, interrupted by man-
grove swamps, river deltas, and the mouths of streams. There
are no prominent headlands. Coastal shoals, with depths of less
than 5.5m, lie up to 6 miles offshore. Pico Tortugas, with an el-
evation of 162m, stands about 20 miles S of Punta Soldado and
is the only hill above a flat and featureless coast. The many riv-
er deltas and streams emptying into the sea between the various
points discharge a considerable volume of water, debris, and
tree trunks, causing a rolling swell and currents.

Pub. 125


https://www.dimar.mil.co/capitania_buenaventura 

Sector 2. Coasts of Colombia and Ecuador 27

The mouth of the Rio Guapi, about 29 miles ENE of Punta
Guascama, can be reached through a narrow channel. Local
knowledge is required. A light is exhibited from the E bank at
the river entrance. Another light marks Punta Chocon, about 11
miles NE. A lighted buoy lies about 20 miles W of Punta Choc-
on.

The mouth of the Rio Sanguianga, about 23 miles W of the
Rio Guapi, can be entered through breakers via a passage with
depths of 9 to 22m. A coral reef extends NNE from Punta Mu-
lato (02°39'N., 78°17'W.) and is marked by a lighted buoy. A
shoal patch, with a depth of 6.4m, lies in mid-channel. Local
knowledge is required.

Tides—Currents.—Currents near the coast run parallel
with it and generally set N on a rising tide and S on a falling
tide with a velocity of 1.3 knots. Up to 40 miles offshore the
current sets NE.

Caution.—A dangerous wreck, in a depth of 16m, is located
WNW of Punta Guayabal in position 3°30'30"N, 77°24'48"W.

2.9 Off-lying islands.—Isla Gorgona (2°58'N., 78°
11'W.), about 25 miles NE of Punta Guascama, is rugged,
mountainous, and has five distinct peaks visible from the E and
NE. Rocky foul ground lies off the SW side of the island; land-
ings can be made on the E side.

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken in Watering Bay
(2°58'N., 78°10'W.), off the island’s E side, about 0.4 mile off-
shore, in a depth of 55m.

The best landing places are found on the E side of the island.
Isla Gorgonilla (2°57'N., 78°13'W.) is located close SW of Is-
la Gorgona. A light is shown from a framework tower, 22m
high, standing on the islet. Roca del Viudo lies 1 mile WSW of
Isla Gorgonilla. An ODAS buoy is located in position
2°58.1'N, 78°15.8'W, about 3 miles NW of Isla Gorgonilla.

The coast between Punta Guascama and Cabo Manglares,
about 72 miles SW, is low, wooded, and intersected by streams
and river deltas. Eusenada Tumaco, about 40 miles SW of Pun-
ta Guascama, is 11 miles wide at its mouth. The port of Tuma-
co lies on the S shore of the bay entrance. This entire low coast
should be approached with caution as depths are very irregular.
The treetops are the first objects seen on the horizon. Depths
give no warning of approach, as depths of 37m are found with-
in 1 mile of the banks. An ODAS buoy (3°34.0'N., 77°44.3'W.)
is located 45 miles NE of Isla Gorgona, 25 miles off the coast.

Pasa Caballos is located about 13 miles SW of Punta Guas-
cama. A light is shown from a metal tower,36m high, standing
on the S side. A depth of 11m was reported to lie about 13.5
miles NW of the light tower.

Bahia San Ignacio, lying about 19 miles SW of Pasa Ca-
ballos, has a drying sandpit extending 2 miles W from its en-
trance, with depths of 64 to 73m close off it.

An explosives dumping area is situated about 22 miles W of
Pasa Caballos.

A ballast water exchange zone is located just west of the ex-
plosive dumping area as seen on the chart.

Punta Cascajal (1°59'N., 78°41'W.) is the SW extremity of
Isla del Gallo, an island lying near the N entrance of the shal-
low Ensenada de Tumaco, about 10 miles S of Bahia San Igna-
cio. Punta Cascajal, consisting of a reddish cliff with two hills

Tumaco Pier—Tumaco Island Light

over it, is prominent along this flat coast. Between Punta Cas-
cajal and Boca Grande, 15 miles SW, the coast recedes forming
a bight of which Ensenada de Tumaco occupies the greater
part. An ODAS buoy (1°58.6'N., 78°47.8'W.) is located about
8 miles W of Isla del Gallo.

Tumaco (1°49'N., 78°45'W.)
World Port Index No. 15360

2.10 Tumaco, the S port of entry of Colombia, is entered
via Rada de Tumaco, which lies at the SW end of Ensenada de
Tumaco between Boca Grande (1°49'N., 78°51'W.) and the
Rio Chilvi, about 7.5 miles E. A steep-to shallow bank extends
almost 0.8 mile off Boca Grande and 3 miles offshore as far as
Isla del Morro, 6.5 miles NE. Isla del Guano, with two islets
close SW, lies on this bank 1 mile NW of Isla del Morro. Isla
Tumaco lies close W of the S end of Isla del Morro and is con-
nected to it by a bridge with a vertical clearance of 1.8m. Isla
del Morro fronts the mouths of the Rio Chilvi. The port of Tu-
maco consists of Isla de Tumaco (1°49'N., 78°46'W.), Isla del
Guano (1°50'N., 78°46'W.), and Isla del Morro (1°49'N.,
78°45'W.). The town of Tumaco is situated on the E side of Isla
de Tumaco.The port handles the export of lumber and crude
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oil.

Port of Tumaco Home Page

http://www.dimar.mil.co/capitania_tumaco

Winds—Weather.—The inner harbor and town are protect-
ed from the prevailing winds. There is heavy rainfall during the
year.

Tides—Currents.—The mean spring rise is 3.1m while the
n