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ABSTRACT

This paper is an annotated list of the- 287 species and subspecies of birds from the
Eucla Division, in the far south-east of Western Australia. The Division has a long
coastline and includes the Archipelago of the Recherche and a large part of the
Nullarbor Plain. The climate is mostly arid and semi-arid; the south coast westwards
from Cape Arid is subhumid.

INTRODUCTION

This is the seventh in a series of regional avifaunas covering Western Australia.
Earlier papers dealt with the Kimberley Division (Storr 1980, Spec. Publs West.
Aust. Mus. No. 11), North-eastern Interior (Storr 1981, Rec. West. Aust. Mus.
9: 65-99), Pilbara (Storr 1984, Rec. West. Aust. Mus. Suppl. No. 16), Gascoyne
(Storr 1985, Rec. West. Aust. Mus. Suppl. No. 21), Mid-eastern Interior (Storr
1985, Rec. West. Aust. Mus. Suppl. No. 22) and South-eastern Interior (Storr 1986,
Rec. West. Aust. Mus. Suppl. No. 26). The aim of the present work is the same as
the others, i.e. to summarize for each species and subspecies our knowledge of
distribution (localities outside of the Division are enclosed in square brackets),
ecological status (whether it is a vagrant, visitor or resident), relative abundance,
habitat preferences, breeding season (i.e. the months eggs are laid in), clutch size*
and movements. Taxonomic references cited in earlier papers are not repeated
here.

At about long. 124° the Eucla Division is divided into two roughly equal areas.
To the west lies the undulating Precambrian Shield with its hills, coastal headlands
and islands of granitic and metamorphic rocks. To the east is the Eucla Basin,
composed largely of Eocene limestone in the form of plains, escarpments and sea
cliffs.

In the west the land rises gently towards the north. Several short streams empty
into the south coast; further north the ill-defined watercourses drain into saltlakes.
Most rain falls in the cooler half of the year, the annual mean ranging from 40 to
70 cm in the south to 25 to 35 in the north. The sandy coastal plains are covered
by low heathlands with emergent taller shrubs such as Lambertia inermis, Banksia
speciosa and Eucalypius tetragona, interrupted by small saltlakes and watercourses
fringed with flat-topped yates (Eucalyptus occidentalis) or paperbarks (Melaleuca
cuticularis). Northwards the heathlands are replaced by scrubs, mainly of mallees
(Eucalyptus redunca, E. eremophila etc.) and boree (Melaleuca lanceolata). Still
further north, moderately tall woodlands of eucalypts appear. West of long.
122° the eucalypt woodlands (E. salmonophloia, E. salubris etc.) are broken by
numerous saltlakes and extensive sandplains with low to moderately tall thickets
and scrubs; east of that meridian the woodlands (E. oleosa, E. flocktoniae etc.)
are much more continuous, except in the partly open Fraser Range.

* (J4(1), B/5(2) signifies, for example, a clutch of four eggs (or a brood of four nestlings)
and two broods of five young out of the nest but still dependent.
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Wheat has been grown around Salmon Gums and Grass Patch since the early
1920s. In the last 30 years most of the country further south, west of the Cape
Arid National Park, has been cleared for the production of grain and livestock.
Here the bush birds have been largely replaced by a few open-country species such
as the Yellow-throated Miner, Australian Raven, Richard’s Pipit, Magpie-lark,
Magpie and Crested Pigeon. Perhaps as a result of this clearing and rise in water
table, the Esperance wetlands are becoming increasingly rich in water birds. The
islands of the Archipelago of the Recherche provide breeding sites for the Little
Penguin, Great-winged Petrel, Fleshy-footed Shearwater, Short-tailed Shearwater,
Little Shearwater, White-faced Storm Petrel, Black-faced Cormorant, Cape Barren
Goose and several species of Larolimicolae.

Much of the eastern half of the Division consists of the Nullarbor Plain, a
featureless region unbroken by hills and watercourses. The soil is shallow and
limestone commonly appears at the surface. Rainfall (annual mean 15-22 cm) is
fairly evenly distributed through the year. Unless eradicated by rabbits, sheep or
cattle, the vegetation is dominated by bluebush (Maireana sedifolia), augmented
or replaced in low-lying, deeper-soiled areas (dongas) by tussock grasses and salt-
bushes (Atriplex spp.). The prevailing steppe is occasionally relieved by a line or
copse of myall (Acacia papyrocarpa). Additional low tree species appear in
the fringes of the Nullabor, notably belar (Casuarina cristata) and sugarwood
(Myoporum platycarpum) in the west and mallees (Eucalyptus spp.) in the south.
The far west and south of the Nullabor are occupied by sheep and cattle stations;
here dams and bore overflows provide the only wetland habitat apart from the
ephemeral waters of claypans. The southernmost part of the plain, too wooded to
be termed Nullarbor, is called the Hampton Tableland;its southern edge is marked
by the Baxter Cliffs (between Point Culver and Twilight Cove) and the Hampton
Scarp or Range (where the cliffs retreat from the sea). The coastal plains south of
the Hampton Scarp are known as the Roe Plains. Owing to moderate winter rains
and an annual mean of 25-45 cm, the coastal strip between Israclite Bay and
Eucla is well wooded; scrubs of Eucalyptus, Melaleuca and Acacia predominate,
but Banksia and other proteaceous shrubs occur as far east as Twilight Cove
and are especially plentiful in the Bilbunya Dunes. The shores of the Great
Australian Bight consequently support a moderately rich assemblage of bush birds;
in the more open country east of Eyre the number of species rapidly declines, but
certain birds like the Yellow Robin and Golden Whistler are still present at Eucla
Pass. A little further eastwards, just across the South Australian border, the
Nullarbor Plain reaches the sea.

This paper is based on the collections of the Western Australian Museum, the
literature (especially the papers cited under References) and unpublished data of
several naturalists, notably J.R. Ford, R.E. Johnstone, L.A. Smith, R.P. Jaensch,
B.J. Newbey, J. Dell, G.M. Storr, P. Marsack, W.H. Butler, J. Jenkins, W.L. Klau,
A. Burbidge, N. Dymond, A.K. Daw, LC. Cooke, P. Congreve, D. Hobcroft,
D. Watkins, J.L. Bannister, L. Spurr, T.A. Barnes, B. Muir, P.M. Lambert, P.
Kennington and K.M. Lowe.
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Map of Eucla Division, Western Australia.



LIST OF BIRDS

Casuariidae

Dromaius novaehollandiae (Latham, 1790) Emu

Range. Greater part of Division, but not the Nullarbor Plain east of Haig.

Status etc. Scarce to moderately common; in ones, twos or family partles Most
kinds of country within 20 km of potable water, but favouring vicinity of
sandy coasts (where they open up freshwater seepages) saltlakes and granite
outcrops; attracted to fruiting quondongs Santalum acuminatum. Observations
of attended young (as far east on Nullarbor Plain as Seemore Downs) from
September to January; B/2(2), 4(1), 6(4), 7(3), 9(2), 10(1). The westward
movement of a good number of Emus was impeded by the No. 1 Vermin Fence
in autumn 1986 (the only time the fence was traversed by.my informants).

Podicipedidae
Podiceps novaehollandiae novaehollandiae Stephens, 1826 Black-throated Grebe
Range. Southern, north to Lake Cronin and Breeboorinia Rock. Casual further

east (Cocklebiddy sewage pond).

Status etc. Scarce; usually in ones or twos. Freshwater pools (including small
dams at granite outcrops) and lakes (fresh or salt). Breeding November-December;

C/4(1), B/3(1).
Podiceps poliocephalus Jardine and Selby, 1827 Hoary-headed Grebe
Range. Greater part of Division, east to Gunnadorah Station, Cocklebiddy and
nearly to Eyre. Accidental further east (Forrest).

Status etc. Common on south coast east to the Thomas River, scarce elsewhere;
usually in ones, twos or small flocks, occasionally large flocks (up to 700).
Estuaries, lakes, dams, floodwaters and sheltered seas. One breeding report
(near the Thomas Rlver) November; B/4.

Podiceps cristatus australis Gould, 1844 Great Crested Grebe

Until recently only a rare vagrant (one near Eyre, winter 1978). In 1982 it appeared
in Esperance district and by 1984 was established in small numbers on Woody,
Wheatfield and Mullet Lakes. One breeding report (Lake Wheatfield): spring.
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Spheniscidae

Eudyptes pachyrhynchus G.R. Gray, 1845 Thick-billed Penguin

Rare visitor. Records from Esperance (A.K. Daw) and Point Culver (Reilly et al.
1975).

Eudyptes sclateri Buller, 1888 Erect-crested Penguin

Rare visitor. One bird (now WAM A12743) came ashore at Esperance in early
March 1972.

Eudyptes chrysocome moseleyi Matthews and Iredale, 1921 Rockhopper Penguin

Scarce visitor. A few records, undated except for two birds in August, from
Esperance (A.K. Daw).

Eudyptula minor novaehollandiae (Stephens, 1826) Little Penguin

Range. Rocky Is, Archipelago of the Recherche and shores of Great Australian
Bight (Baxter Cliffs from Point Culver east to Twilight Cove).

Status etc. Common along the Baxter Cliffs (Reilly et al. 1975) and off lower
south-east coast, uncommon to moderately common west of Cape Pasley.
Breeding on islands (Rocky, Figure of Eight, Boxer, Observatory, Charley,
Rabbit, Cull, Sandy Hook, Termination, Hood, MacKenzie, Ram, Rob, Mon-
drain, Station, Lorraine, Nares, Marts, Forrest, Ben, Inshore, North Twin Peak,
Kermadec, Combe, Goose, Bellinger, Six Mile, Anvil, New Year, Daw) and in
the Baxter Cliffs near Toolinna Cove and Twilight Cove: July-November;
C/1(3), 2(28).

Diomedeidae

Diomedea exulans Linnaeus, 1758 Wandering Albatross

Common visitor to seas well offshore, mainly south of continental shelf, all
months (mostly May-September); usually in ones or twos, occasionally small
parties. Commonly following ships. (Some observations possibly based on
Royal Albatross Diomedea epomophora Lesson, 1825.) Birds banded on
Marion, Cochons and Macquarie Is and off Thirroul, NSW, have been recovered
in region. Most birds presumably belong to the high-latitude subspecies D. e.
exulans.

Taxonomy. For name of high-latitude subspecies see P.A. Clancey (1978, Durban
Mus. Novit. 11: 309).
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Diomedea melanophrys Temminck, 1828 Black-browed Albatross

Common visitor (January-early November) to regional seas, including those close
to islands and mainland; in ones, twos or small parties. Following ships and
trawlers.

[Diomedea chrysostoma Forster, 1785 Grey-headed Albatross

Rare winter visitor to seas well south of continental shelf. On 18 September 1971
J. Jenkins saw six in c. 38°30'S, 127°00’E. In August 1974 W.R.P. Bourne saw
several, mainly adults, in the Blght near the subtropical convergence (Cox
1976: 38).]

Diomedea chlororhynchos Gmelin, 1789 Yellow-nosed Albatross

Common visitor (February-November) to regional seas, including those close to
islands and mainland; in ones, twos or small parties. Occasionally following
ships; attracted to fishermen pulling nets. A bird banded on Amsterdam 1. was
recovered at Esperance. Most, if not all, birds presumably belong to the sub-
species D, c. bassi Matthews, 1912, breeding in Indian Ocean. Some of the
records of D. chrysostoma were based on this species (Matthews 1920).

Diomedea cauta cauta Gould, 1841 Shy Albatross

Uncommon visitor (mid February-December) to regional seas, including those
close to islands and mainland; in ones, twos or small parties. Occasionally
following ships and trawlers. Visitors include four banded as nestlings on
Albatross 1., Tas.

Also arecord of D. c. salvini (Rothschild, 1893): one observed by J. Jenkins on
25 July 1971 in ¢. 35°20'S, 120°40'E.

Phoebetria fusca (Hilsenberg, 1822) Sooty Albatross

Common visitor (January-October, mainly June-August) to seas well offshore;
in ones, twos or small flocks (up to 20). Commonly following ships.

Most of the records of P. palpebrata (Forster, 1785) from north of 45°S are
based on immature P, fusca.

Procellariidae

Macronectes giganteus (Gmelin, 1789) o Southern Giant Petrel
Macronectes halli Mathews, 1912 Northern Giant Petrel

Giant Petrels are uncommon visitors (March-December) to regional seas, mcludmg
those close to mainland. Only a few birds have been identified to species: four
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beach-washed M. giganteus at Eyre, south of Mundrabilla and at Eucla in May,
October and December, and two of M. halli near Cape LeGrand in April and
June, both banded as nestlings on Macquarie 1.

Fulmarus glacialoides (Smith, 1840) . Antarctic Fulmar

Status uncertain. J. Macgillivray noted it as very numerous in the middle of the
Great Australian Bight in mid-June 1847 (Mathews 1920: 297), but no one else
has observed it in these seas except possibly John Gould. N. Dymond (1984,
West. Aust. Bd Notes No. 32: 4) found a beach-washed specimen at Eyre on
24 October 1984.

Daption capense (Linnaeus, 1758) Cape Petrel

Moderately common visitor (April-October), usually well offshore; in ones, twos
or small flocks. Following ships.

Pterodroma macroptera macroptera (Smith, 1840) Great-winged Petrel

Common visitor (mid February-early December, mainly March-October) to all
seas. Breeding on islands in Archipelago of the Recherche, viz. Figure of Eight,
Boxer, Remark, Wilson, Termination, Hood, Goose, ‘possibly’ Douglas, Middle,
‘probably’ Pasley, Bellinger and possibly New Year (largest colonies on Ter-
mination and Goose): early winter; G/1 (invariably). For predation on nestlings

- by Australian Ravens see Lane (19845).

[Pterodroma macroptera gouldi (Hutton, 1869)

Possibly a rare visitor. J. Jenkins saw a Great-winged Petrel with a very grey face
on 18 September 1971 in 38°23'S, 126°51'E. In the South Australian sector
of the Bight, A.T. Ross (1985, R.A4.0.U. Newsl. No. 65: 3) recorded one on
8 August 1985, presumably in 35°S, 134°E.]

Pterodroma brevirostris (Lesson, 1831) Kerguelen Petrel

One record: a beach-washed bird found at Eyre on 4 August 1984 (N. Dymond
1984, West. Aust. Bd Notes No. 32: 4).

Prerodroma lessonii (Garot, 1826) White-headed Petrel

Uncommon visitor (late February-late November, mostly March-September) to
regional seas, including those close to islands and mainland.

Pterodroma mollis mollis (Gould, 1844) Soft-plumaged Petrel
Scarce visitor (March-August) to Great Australian Bight, well offshore.
14



{Halobaena caerulea (Gmelin, 1789) Blue Petrel

Possibly visiting regional seas, but there is no record nearer than 35°S, 134°E in
the South Australian sector of the Bight, where A.T. Ross observed two on
8 August 1985.]

[Pachyptila vittata (Forster, 1777) Broad-billed Prion

Possibly visiting regional seas, but there is no record nearer than 40°45'S, 123°
80'E, where J. Macgillivray collected one on 19 June 1847.]

Pachyptila desolate (Gmelin, 1789) Antarctic Prion

Common visitor (April-August) to regional seas, including those close to mainland;
in small flocks.

Pachyptila belcheri (Mathews, 1912) Thin-billed Prion

Common visitor (May-August) to regional seas, including those close to mainland.

PR

Pachyptila turtur (Kuhl, 1820) Fairy Prion

Moderately common visitor (June-September) to regional seas, including those
close to mainland; sometimes attached to flocks of P, desolata.

[Procellaria aequinoctialis Linnaeus, 1758 White-chinned Petrel

Possibly visiting regional seas in winter. Brown (1948: 16) recorded several in the
western and central parts of the Great Australian Bight on 30 June and 1 July
1947 en route from Colombo to Melbourne, but no one else has seen it in the
region except possibly John Gould. Brown’s birds and the ‘Procellaria parkinsoni’
commonly seen by Alexander (1920: 21) on 23-24 March 1919 in the western
part of the Bight were probably Pterodroma macroptera.]

Procellaria cinerea Gmelin, 1789 Grey Petrel

Rare visitor to regional seas. One observed by Macgillivray (1920: 174) on 22 June
1919 in ¢. 38°40'S, 124°50'E, and single beach-washed specimens found at
Twilight Cove and near Eyre.

Puffinus carneipes Gould, 1844 Fleshy-footed Shearwater

Very common visitor (October-April, rarely May) to all seas. Breeding on islands
in Archipelago of the Recherche, viz. Figure of Eight (?), Boxer (?), Charley,
Rabbit, Thomas, Gunton, Woody, Long, Sandy Hook, Cliff, Remark, Frederick,
Wilson (presumably), Ram, MacKenzie (presumably), Mondrain, Station,
Forrest, Tunney, Hull, North and South Twin Peaks, Douglas, Barrier, Owen,
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Gulch, George, Wickham and Daw (largest colonies on Charley, Long, Remark,
Frederick, Mondrain, Barrier, Gulch, Wickham and Daw): late November-mid
December; C/1 (invariably).

Puffinus tenuirostris (Temminck, 1835) Short-tailed Shearwater

Moderately common visitor (October-April) to all seas. Breeding on islands in
Archipelago of the Recherche, viz. Figure of Eight, Ben and Inshore (much the
largest colony on Ben): late November-early December; C/1 (invariably). For
discovery in Western Australia see R.E. Johnstone and L.A. Smith (1987, West. -
Aust. Nat.). The bird seen off Eyre on 9 May 1986 and tentatively identified
as a Sooty Shearwater (R. and P. Lake 1986, West. Aust. Bd Notes No. 38:5)
may have belonged to this species.

Puffinus gavia (Forster, 1844) Fluttering Shearwater

Status unknown. Two beach-washed specimens (WAM A16894 and 17071A)
collected -respectively by P. Congreve near Eyre on 27 February 1981 and
AXK. Daw near Esperance on 8 April 1981. Also a beach-washed specimen at
Eyre on 17 November 1985 (N. Dymond 1985, West. Aust. Bd Notes No. 36: 5)
and observations at sea by M. Taylor in June-July 1947 and J. Jenkins in July
1971.

Puffinus huttoni Mathews, 1912 Hutton’s Shearwater

Status unknown. A beach-washed specimen (WAM A16895) found on same
occasion as a P. gavia (A16894). The juxtaposition and similarity of these two
(immature) specimens throw doubt on their maintenance as separate species
(R.E. Johnstone, pers. comm.).

Puffinus assimilis assimilis Gould, 1838 Little Shearwater

Moderately common visitor (January-early November) to all seas. Breeding on
islands in Archipelago of the Recherche, viz. Figure of Eight, Boxer, Lion,
Wilson, Hood, MacKenzie, Inshore (?), Tunney, Hull, Kermadec (presumably),
Combe, Barrier, Owen, Gulch, Bellinger, Anvil and New Year (much the largest
colony on Combe, moderately large colonies on Hood, Bellinger and Anvil);
winter.

Oceanitidae

Oceanites oceanicus (Kuhl, 1820) Wilson’s Storm Petrel

Occasionally observed in regional seas, including those close to islands and main-
land (Eyre) during northward migration (late February-mid May); in ones or
twos, ' '
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[Oceanites nereis (Gould, 1841) Grey-backed Storm Petrel

Possibly a winter visitor to regional seas. W.R.P. Bourne (in Cox 1976: 68) saw
several in August 1974 while crossing Great Australian Bight well to south of
continental shelf.]

Oceanites marinus dulciae (Mathews, 1912) White-faced Storm Petrel

Common visitor (September-April) to seas well offshore; in pairs or flocks (6-350).
Breeding on islands in Archipelago of the Recherche, viz. Canning, Lion,
Woody, Frederick, Rob, Lorraine, Nares, Marts, Douglas, Bellinger (?), Anvil
and Daw (largest colonies on Marts, Canning and Loxraine): October-December;
C/1 (invariably).

[Oceanites tropicus (Gould, 1844) Black-bellied Storm Petrel

Common visitor (March-September) to seas well south of continental shelf, but
no records north of 38°S.]

Pelecanidae

Pelecanus conspicillatus Temminck, 1824 Australian Pelican

Range. Vicinity of coasts, east to Eyre.

Status etc. Scarce visitor; in ones, twos or small flocks (up to 14). Near-coastal
lakes and estuaries and sheltered seas.

Sulidae

Sula (bassana) serrator (G.R. Gray, 1843) Australian Gannet

Visitor (all months, mainly late February-early May) to seas close to islands and
mainland; in ones, twos or small flocks (up to 18). Moderately common off
lower south-east coast (at least during westward passage); scarce or uncommon
elsewhere. A bird banded as a juvenile near Portland, Vic., was recovered more
than 10 years later at 100 km E Esperance.

Phalacrocoracidae

Phalacrocorax sulcirostris (Brandt, 1837) Little Black Cormorant
Range. Vicinity of coasts, east to Eyre. Casual in Archipelago of Recherche
and inland (Family Dam on Gunnadorah Station, Cocklebiddy).

Status etc. Moderately common in Esperance district but generally scarce; usually
in ones, twos, or small flocks, occasionally large flocks (e.g. 600 at Lake
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Warden, January 1985). Estuaries, near-coastal pools and lakes and sheltered
seas. Breeding colonially (up to 200 nests) in melaleuca swamps near Esperance;
¢. October-December.

Phalacrocorax carbo novaehollandiae Stephens, 1826 Great Cormorant

Range. Coasts east to Red Rocks Point, including Archipelago of the Recherche
(Hood, rock in Alexander Bay, islet W of Inshore, Combe, Middle, Bellinger).
Casual inland (Salmon Gums).

Status etc. Uncommon; in ones, twos or small flocks {up to 12). Sheltered seas,
estuaries and near-coastal lakes.

Phalacrocorax varius (Gmelin, 1789) Pied Cormorant
Range. South-east coast, west to Point Malcolm. Causal further west (Stokes
Inlet).

Status etc. Moderately common; in ones, twos or small flocks (up to 22).

Phalacrocorax fuscescens (Vieillot, 1817) Black-faced Cormorant

Range. South and lower south-east coasts and islands from Esperance and Figure
of Eight 1. east to Point Lorenzen and Six Mile 1.

Status etc. Common off lower south-east coast, moderately common off south
coast; in ones, twos or small flocks (up to 34 when restmg) Shallow seas in
vicinity of mainland and the less remote islands. Breeding in Archipelago of the
Recherche (Lion L, islet off Remark I, Middle I. and Bellinger Is): late July-
December; C/1(9), 2(23), 3(20), 4(2).

Phalacrocorax melanoleucos melanoleucos (Vieillot, 1817) Little Pied Cormorant

Range. Vicinity of south and lower south-east coasts, east to Israelite Bay. Casual
further east: Eyre, Family Dam (Gunnadorah).

Status etc. Moderately common in Esperance district but generally uncommon; in
ones, twos or small flocks, occasionally large flocks (up to 120). Near-coastal
pools and swamps, and estuaries and sheltered seas.

Anhinga melanogaster novaehollandiae (Gould, 1847) Darter

Rare visitor. One to three birds seen near Esperance in January-March and one
near Eyre in October.
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Fregatidae

[Fregata minor (Gmelin, 1789) Greater Frigatebird

One reported, without description, off Esperance on 3 and 10 January 1982
(AK.Daw 1984, R.4.0.U. Bd Rept No. 6).]

Ardeidae

Ardea pacifica Latham, 1801 Pacific Heron

Range. Greater part of Division, but not the north-east (Nullarbor Plain east of
Gunnadorah and north of Madura and Mundrabilla).

Status etc. Scarce visitor; usually single, occasionally in twos. River pools, lakes,
dams and bore overflows. One breeding report (five nests in paperbarks in
swamp 30 km ENE Esperance): spring.

Ardea novaehollandiae Latham, 1790 White-faced Heron

Range. Greater part of Division, east to western edge of Nullarbor Plain (Hut Donga,
Family Dam) and Middini Beach. Casual in Archipelago of the Recherche.

Status etc. Visitor (mainly summer and autumn). Moderately common on south-
coastal plains east to Blackboy Creek, uncommon elsewhere; in ones, twos or
small flocks (up to 22), occasionally larger aggregations in drier months, e.g.
145 at Racecourse Lake in January 1985. River pools, lakes, swamps, sheltered
seas, ephemeral waters and dams.

Egretta alba alba (Linnacus, 1758) Great Egret

Range. South-coastal plains from Stokes Inlet east to beyond Mt Merivale. Casual
further east (Eyre, Haig, Reid).

Status etc. At present uncommon to moderately common in Esperance district
(where first recorded in 1979); in ones, twos or loose aggregations (up to 57).
Lakes, swamps and estuaries. One breeding report (six nests in paperbarks at
swamp 30 km ENE Esperance): ¢. November,

Egretta garzetta nigripes (Temminck, 1840) Little Egret

Vagrant. Two observed on small sewage pond at Caiguna by R.E. Johnstone
and L.A. Smith on 10 May 1985, and one observed at Lake Gore by R.P.
Jaensch and R. Vervest on 4 November 1986.

Egretta sacra (Gmelin, 1789) Eastern Reef Heron

Status etc. Possibly rare resident in Archipelago of the Recherche (Canning,
19




Observatory, Goose and Middle Is); casual on mainland (near Esperance,
Twilight Cove, near Eucla); single. Reefs and beaches. Only grey phase reported.

Egretta ibis coromanda (Boddaert, 1783) Cattle Egret

Rare visitor (mainly in autumn); usually single, one party of four. Observed at
Norseman (1952, 1953), Esperance. (1959), Condingup (1983) and Eyre
(1985), usually in company of livestock.

Nycticorax caledonicus hilli Mathews, 1912 Rufous Night Heron

Range. Vicinity of south coast east to Rossiter Bay. Casual further east (Eyre).

Status etc. Uncommon. Near-coastal swamps and river-pools. Breeding (Lion L.,
1921; 30 km ENE Esperance, 1984) October-November; G/2(40), 3(1).

Ixobrychus minutus novaezelandiae (Potts, 1871) Little Bittern

On 2 November 1984, R. Jaensch (1984, Wesi. Aust. Bd Notes No. 32: 8) found
an old nest in swamp 15 km WSW Condingup; later that month a bird seen in
district. On 17 January 1985 Jaensch found a nest with one cold egg in Baumea
articulata and B. juncea in same swamp.

Botaurus poiciloptilus (Wagler, 1827) Brown Bittern

Range. Vicinity of south coast east to 13 km N Mt Arid.

Status etc. Scarce; usually single. Freshwater swamps with tall Baumea articulata
and/or B. juncea (R.P. Jaensch).

Threskiornithidae

Threskiornis aethiopicus moluccus (Cuvier, 1829) Sacred Ibis

Vagrant. Single birds observed at Shark Lake in July and November 1983.

Threskiornis spinicollis (Jameson, 1835) Straw-necked Ibis

Range. Western Nullarbor Plain and its fringes, east to Loongana and south to
Balladonia and Cocklebiddy.

Status etc. Uncommon visitor; in ones, twos or flocks (up to 30). Sparsely vegetated
plains, especially near dams and ephemeral waters.

Plegadis falcinellus (Linnaeus, 1766) Glossy Ibis

Vagrant. D. Hobcroft saw three east of Esperance in November 1984. The remains
of a bird found in a cave east of Eucla in 1952 were sent to the WA Museum
(A6902).
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[Platalea regia Gould, 1838 Royal Spoonbill

One at Seemore Downs in early May 1972 reported to Brooker et al. (1979:
179).] '

Platalea flavipes Gould, 1838 Yellow-billed Spoonbill
Vagrant. A.K. Daw saw one at Mullet Lake in April and July 1983.

Anatidae

Anseranas semipalmata (Latham, 1798) Pied Goose

Vagrant. Two on roadside east of Madura in early August 1952 (D.L. Serventy
1958, West. Aust. Nat. 3: 188).

Cygnus atratus (Latham, 1790) Black Swan

Range. Vicinity of south coast east to Rossiter Bay. Casual elsewhere (dam at
Newman Rock, beach and sea near Eyre, beach south of Mundrabilla).

Status etc. Uncommon to common visitor (mainly November-March); usually
single or in small flocks, occasionally very large flocks (up to 3500) in summer.
Lakes (fresh or salt), swamps, river-pools and estuaries. One breeding report
(Dalyup River West): spring; B/6.

Stictonetta naevosa (Gould, 1841) Freckled Duck

Scarce visitor. On 9 October 1982, R. King (1982, West. Aust. Bd Notes No. 24)
saw three on a large donga just south of Seemore Downs HS, recently filled
by heavy rain. In January 1972 P. Kennington saw a flock of ¢. 50 on Lake
Cronin, which was then nearly 2 m deep. In November 1980 I.C. Cooke saw
13 on a dam at Dalyup. R.P. Jaensch saw 51 at Lake Mortijinup and 11 at
Lake Wheatfield in March 1986 and two at Woody Lake in May 1985. J. Ewert,
et al. saw six at Lake Gore in May 1986 and 10 in yate swamp E of Esperance
and 4-10 in paperbarks at Nambarup Swamps in November 1986.

Cereopsis novaehollandiae grisea (Vieillot, 1818) Cape Barren Goose

Range. Archipelago of the Recherche (*Figure of Eight, *Boxer, *Capps, Canning,
Observatory, *Chaxley, Rabbit, *Cull, Lion, Thomas, Gunton, *Woody, Long,
Sandy Hook, Cliff, Remark, *Frederick, Wilson, Termination, *Hood, *Mac-
kenzie, Rob, Mondrain, Station, Lorraine, Forrest, Ben, Tunney, Hull, North
Twin Peak and nearby islet, Kermadec, Combe, Goose, Douglas, *Barrier,
Gulch, Wickham, *Bellinger, Anvil and Daw Is); casual on opposite mainland
(Esperance Golf Course, Lake Windabout, Mullet Lake, Cape LeGrand, Lucky
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Bay, Duke of Orleans Bay, Cape Arid). Accidental on the Nullarbor Plain
(Gunnadorah, Mundrabilla RS).

Status etc. Uncommon; usually in pairs or family parties. Breeding (reported on
islands asterisked above) ¢. April-November; C/4(2), C/5(2), B/3(1), B/4(2).

At present the birds can hardly number more than 1000. In the past they were
much more numerous. Labillardiére found them common on Observatory I in
1792, where Lane saw none in 1981. The crew of the Investigator shot 25 on
Middle I. and 65 on Mondrain I. in 1802; recent visitors have only heard one
and seen six respectively on these islands. King found it abundant on Goose L
in 1818; Thomson and Shipway observed none here in 1947. At present the
largest colonies are on Cull L. (c. 40) and Wickham I. (c. 30).

Taxonomy. See G.M. Storr (1980, West. Aust. Nat. 14: 202).

Tadorna tadornoides (Jardine and Selby, 1828) Mountain Duck

Range. Greater part of Division, east to western edge of Nullarbor Plain (Yellow-
tail Bore), Cocklebiddy and Eyre.

Status etc. At present moderately common to very common visitor to vicinity
of coasts east to 67 km NNE Israelite Bay, usually in pairs or small flocks,
occasionally in thousands in November-February; scarce or uncommon further
north and east. Saltlakes, farmlands (especially stubble paddocks), estuaries,
sheltered seas, freshwater lakes, dams, claypans and ephemeral waters. Breeding
reports from Lake Dundas and Balladonia Hotel: winter; B/3(1). Their numbers
have greatly increased over the last few decades since the growing of wheat on
the Esperance Plain.

Anas superciliosa Gmelin, 1789 Black Duck

Range. Greater part of Division, east to western edge of Nullarbor Plain (Seemore
Downs), Cocklebiddy and Eyre; also Archipelago of the Recherche (Wickham,
Bellinger and Six Mile Is).

Status etc. Uncommon to moderately common visitor (most numerous near south
coast); usually in pairs or small parties, occasionally large flocks (up to 500) in
summer and autumn. Mainly fresh waters (river pools, pools behind coastal
dunes, lakes, claypans, dams and ephemeral waters); also saltlakes and sheltered
seas in summer and autumn. A few breeding reports (Young River to Lake
Wheatfield): c. September-November.

Anas (gibberifrons) gracilis Buller, 1869 Grey Teal
Range. Greater part of Division, but not the Nullarbor Plain east of Gunnadorah

Station. Casual on High and Bellinger Is.

Status etc. Common visitor; in ones, twos, small parties or large flocks (up to 400),
occasionally very large aggregations (up to 5500) in summer and autumn. Lakes
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(fresh or salt), river pools, dams, flooded dongas, ephemeral ponds and sheltered
seas.

Anas castanea (Eyton, 1838) Chestnut Teal

Range. Vicinity of coasts, east to Israelite Bay and inland to the upper Dalyup
River West. Casual further east (Eyre).

Status etc. Uncommon; in ones, twos or small parties (up to 24), occasionally
larger aggregations (up to 300) on lakes in winter. Estuaries, sheltered seas,
lakes and river pools. One breeding report (Lake Gore): August.

Anas rhynchotis rhynchotis Latham, 1801 Blue-winged Shoveller

Scarce to uncommon visitor; in ones, twos or small flocks (up to 61). Reported
on lakes, swamps and river pools in Esperance district (from the lower Dalyup
east to Mullet Lake), at Lake Cronin, on a flooded donga at Seemore Downs
and on beach at Twilight Cove. One breeding report (swamp near Lake Gore):
spring.

Malacorhynchus membranaceus (Latham, 1801) Pink-eared Duck

Rare visitor, usually in pairs, to western and southern fringes of Nullarbor Plain:
reported on rock pool near Balladonia HS, at Rawlinna, on Family Dam
(Gunnadorah Station), at Cocklebiddy Tank and flying above beach at Twilight
Cove. Since 1979 an uncommon visitor (mainly November-April) to south-
coastal plains east to Shark Lake, usually in small parties or flocks (up to 300),
at lakes (fresh or salt), river pools and flat-topped yate swamps; one breeding
report (near Munglinup in spring). Casual in western interior (Lake Cronin).

Aythya australis (Eyton, 1838) Hardhead

Scarce visitor; in ones, twos or small flocks (up to 12). Reported at pool on Young
River, Shark Lake, small freshwater lake 47 km ENE Esperance, inshore reefs
at Twilight Cove and near Eyre, and dams on Gunnadorah Station.

Chenonetta jubata (Latham, 1801) Wood Duck

Range. Greater part of Division, east to Gunnadorah Station and Twilight Cove.

Status etc. Moderately common visitor; in pairs, small parties or flocks (up to
120). Vicinity of dams, freshwater lakes, river pools and flooded dongas.

Oxyura australis Gould, 1836 Blue-billed Duck

Rare visitor (all seasons) to Esperance district, including Gore, Shark, Woody and
Wheatfield Lakes. Report of four nests in spring 1969 (Fauna Bull. 4(1): 24,
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Dept Fisheries and Fauna), and of a nest and eggs at Lake Mortijinup in early
November 1986 (West. Aust. Bd Notes No. 40: 4).

Biziura lobata (Shaw, 1796) Musk Duck
Range. Vicinity of south coast, east to Duke of Orleans Bay. Casual further east
(Israclite Bay, Twilight Cove, Nine Mile).

Status etc. Moderately common; in ones, twos, small parties or flocks (up to 360).
Lakes (salt or fresh), river pools and sheltered seas.

Accipitridae

Elanus caeruleus notatus Gould, 1838 Black-shouldered Kite

Range. Vicinity of south coast (including Inshore 1.), east to Mt Arid. Casual
further east (Israelite Bay, 70 km N Haig, Rawlinna, Burnabbie).

Status etc. At present an uncommon visitor (common in April-May 1986); usually
single, occasionally in family parties. Mainly farmlands. No regional record
before 1968.

Elanus scriptus Gould, 1842 Letter-winged Kite

Rare visitor. A party of eight appeared at Dalyup Park (NW of Esperance) on 5
December 1952 and stayed for two days (J.S. Murray 1953, West. Aust. Nat.
3:193).

Lophoictinia isura (Gould, 1838) Square-tailed Kite

Range. Southern, north to Malara Dam (19 km SSW Fraser Range HS), 20 km
WNW Balladonia and Eyre.

Status etc. Moderately common visitor (mid July-early April); usually single,
occasionally in twos. Eucalypt woodlands and scrubs. One breeding report
(Tookle Jenna Rock): September; C/3.

Report of Hamirostra melanosternon (Gould) by P.A. Bourke (1983, West.
Aust. Nat. 15: 168) probably based on this species.
Haliastur sphenurus (Vieillot, 1818) Whistling Kite

Range. Greater part of Division, east to Wilban and Moodini Pass.

Status etc. Moderately common; usually single, occasionally in twos. Well-wooded
country; attracted to road-killed kangaroos. One breeding report (Seemore
Downs): ‘August.’
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Milvus migrans affinis Gould, 1838 Black Kite

Range. Nullarbor Plain and its southern fringe, west to Gunnadorah. Casual on
south coast (Stokes Inlet) and south-east coast (Eyre).

Status etc. Scarce visitor;in ones, twos or threes. Mainly about settlements (Forrest,
Cocklebiddy) and dams.

Accipiter fasciatus fasciatus (Vigors and Horsfield, 1827) Brown Goshawk

Range. Throughout the Division, including some islands in Archipelago of the
Recherche (Charley, Woody, Mondrain).

Status etc. Apparently part of the population is resident, judging from repeated
observations at same place (Junana Rock, Charley I., Woody 1.). Moderately
common; in ones or twos. Well-wooded country. One breeding report (Lake
Cronin): winter.

Accipiter cirrocephalus cirrocephalus (Vieillot, 1817) Collared Sparrowhawk

Range. Greater part of Division, but not the Nullarbor Plain or its lightly wooded
fringes.

Status etc. Moderately common in eastern near-coastal scrubs between Point
Malcolm and Eucla, but generally uncommon (or seldom reported); in ones,
twos or threes. Mainly mallee scrubs; also denser eucalypt woodlands.

Aquila morphnoides morphnoides Gould, 1841 Little Eagle

Range. Greater part of Division, but not the Nullarbor Plain east of Gunnadorah.

Status etc. Scarce south of 33°S, but generally uncommon to moderately common;
usually single, occasionally in twos. Lightly wooded country, especially near
granite outcrops, samphire flats and other places where rabbits abound. Breeding
reported east to Haig and south to the Frank HannNational Park and Circle
Valley: ¢. August-October; B/1(3).

Aquila audax (Latham, 1801) Wedge-tailed Eagle

Range. Throughout the Division, including Mondrain and Middle Is in Archipelago
of the Rechereche.

Status etc. At present common to very common on the Nullarbor Plain and its
sparsely wooded fringes (abundance varying with rabbit numbers), common to
moderately common in farmlands and other open country (including Fraser
Range and Southern Hill Stations), scarce or uncommon in well-wooded
country; usually in ones or twos, occasionally small flocks (up to 10). Open or
lightly wooded country, especially where rabbits are plentiful; attracted to road-
killed kangaroos. Breeding July-August; G/2(4). An adult banded at 115 km
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NNE Rawlinna on 2 April 1968 was shot at Yundamindra (360 km WNW) 55
days later. Before the arrival of the rabbit this hawk was scarce, e.g. Whitlock
saw few birds and no nests in the Norseman district in 1904-05, and Gibson
only noted odd birds between Kalgoorlie and Eucla in 1908.

Haligeetus leucogaster (Gmelin, 1788) , White-breasted Sea Eagle

Range. Archipelago of the Recherche (Figure of Eight, *Boxer, Observatory,
*Charley, Woody, Long, *Remark, Wilson, *Termination, Hood, Mackenzie,
*Ram, Mondrain, Hull, *North Twin Peak, Combe, *Goose, *Douglas, Middle,
*Guich, Wickham, *Bellinger, *Six Mile, Pointer, *Anvil and *Daw Is) and
mainland coast from Cape LeGrand east nearly to Eyre.

Status etc. Moderately common in the Archipelago, uncommon on the mainland;
usually single, occasionally in twos. Breeding on the islands asterisked above
and (according to A.J. Carlisle) on mainland cliffs at Point Culver: September;
G/2(1).

Circus assimilis Jardine and Selby, 1828 Spotted Harrier

Range. Mainly eastern: Nullarbor Plain and its western and southern fringes and
more open parts of Roe Plains. Also south-coastal sandplains, east nearly to
Israclite Bay.

Status etc. Visitor (all months), usually scarce but moderately common on
Nullarbor after heavy autumn or winter rains; usually single. Sparsely wooded
country including farmlands. Breeding on Nullarbor Plain: July and ? September.

Circus (aeruginosus) approximans Peale, 1848 Marsh Harrier

Range. Vicinity of south coast, east to Mt Arid.

Status etc. Uncommon; usually single, occasionally in twos. Swamps, lakes and
river pools. Breeding September-October; C/2(1).

Pandion haliaetus cristatus Vieillot, 1816 Osprey

Range etc. Recorded on mainland coast at Stokes Inlet, Ida Bay (Cape Arid) and
Twilight Cove; and Mondrain, Goose, Inshore and Salisbury Is in Archipelago
of the Recherche. Rare; usually single, except at Twilight Cove (where a pair
were commonly seen in late 1970s).

Falconidae

Falco subniger Gray, 1843 Black Falcon

Four reports from the Nullarbor and Roe Plains: two birds on Gunnadorah
Station in January 1984 and one in November 1986 (P. Marsack), two on
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Noondoonia Station in September 1980 (B.J. Newbey), and one south of
Mundrabilla in September 1983 (T.A. Barnes).

Falco peregrinus macropus Swainson, 1837 Peregrine

Range. Greater part of Division, including Cull, Lion and Woody Is in the Ar-
chipelago of the Recherche, the Baxter Cliffs and the Roe Plains east to Mun-
drabilla, but not the Nullarbor Plain and its lightly wooded western and southern
fringes.

Status etc. Scarce; in ones or twos. Granite hills and high islands; also limestone
cliffs. Breeding September-November; G/2(2), 3(1).

Falco hypoleucos Gould, 1841 Grey Falcon

Brooker ez al. (1979: 180) recorded a pair on the Nullarbor Plain ¢. 80 km N Haig
in October 1968.

Falco longipennis longipennis Swainson, 1837 Australian Hobby

Range. Arid and semi-arid zones south to Hatters Hill, 6 km S Norseman, Little
Jam Hill, Caiguna and Eyre. Casual further south (Hellfire Bay, Israelite Bay).

Status etc. Uncommon to moderately common on the Roe Plains, scarce to
uncommon elsewhere and mainly observed from February to August. Lightly
wooded country. Breeding reported on the Roe Plains: c¢. September-October;
C/3(1), 4(1).

Falco berigora berigora Vigors and Horsfield, 1827 Brown Falcon

Range. Throughout the Division, including Charley I. in Archipelago of the
Recherche.

Status etc. Uncommon to very common (most numerous in open or lightly wooded
country and in arid zone, least in heavily wooded country and in subhumid
zone); usually single, commonly in twos, rarely in threes or fours. Open or
lightly wooded country, including farmlands. Breeding July-October (also late
November or early December on Charley L.); C/2(2), 3(1).

Falco cenchroides cenchroides Vigors and Horsfield, 1827 Australian Kestrel

Range. Throughout the Division, including Archipelago of the Recherche (Figure
of Eight, Boxer, Lion, Gunton, Sandy Hook, Ram, Mondrain, Middle and Daw
Is).

Statl)ls etc. Uncommon to very common, numbers varying with seasons in arid
zone, but generally most plentiful on Nullarbor Plain and (in spring-summer) in
farmlands, least in heavily wooded country; usually single, occasionally in
twos. Open or sparsely wooded country. Breeding mainly August-September,
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occasionally October-November; C/3(1), 4(8), 5(4); nesting in caves and blow-
holes on Nullarbor, in limestone at Baxter Cliffs, on ledges and in crevices in
granite near coast and on'Ram I, and mainly in old corvid nests elsewhere.

Megapodiidae

Leipoa ocellata Gould, 1840 Mallee Fowl

Range. Semi-arid zone south to Hatters Hill, Dog Rock, Mt Ridley, Clyde Hill,
Mt Ragged and Point Malcolm, and north to 16 km S Mt Holland, Maggie Hays
Hill, Little Jam Hill, Boingaring Rocks, Toolinna, 22 km N Eyre and Eucla.

Status etc. Moderately common to common in east (Roe Plains and scrubs immed-
iately above the Baxter Cliffs and Hampton Scarp), locally common in west
(Mt Heywood, Clyde Hill) but generally uncommon and patchily distributed.
Dense mallee (Eucalyptus) and boree (Melaleuca) scrubs. Breeding September-
November. After the arrival of the fox its numbers greatly declined in the
central and eastern sectors of the Roe Plains (McColl 1929).

Phasianidae

Coturnix novaezelandige pectoralis Gould, 1837 Stubble Quail
Range. Eastern: the Nullarbor Plain and its southern and western fringes and the
Roe Plains. Casual further west (including North Twin Peak L).

Status etc. Uncommon visitor; usually single. Open or sparsely wooded country,
including coastal dunes. One breeding report (Haig): winter; C/6.

Coturnix ypsilophora australis (Latham, 1801) Brown Quail

Range. Vicinity of south coast from Esperance east to Mt Arid, and Archipelago
of the Recherche (Figure of Eight, Charley, Woody, Thomas, Sandy Hook,
Hood, MacKenzie, Mondrain, Forrest, Ben, Tunney, North Twin Peak and Daw
Is).

Status etc. Moderately common; in ones, twos or small parties. Mainly heath, also
grassland. Eggs found on Figure of Eight, Sandy Hook and Tunney Is.

Turnicidae

Turnix varia varia (Latham, 1801) Painted Button-quail

Olﬁy known from three small parts of south coast: heath and Banksia speciosa
scrub in Cape LeGrand National Park (Dell 1975), heath and melaleuca 40 km
E Esperance (D. Hobcroft), and Cape Arid National Park (B.J. Newbey, D.
Watkins).
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Turnix velox (Gould, 1841) Little Button-quail

Range. Eastern: the Nullarbor Plain and its western and southern fringes and the
Roe Plains. Casual further west (Mt Ragged-Balladonia track, Norseman).

Status etc. Scarce to very common, according to rainfall; in ones, twos or small
parties. Grassy flats and lush herbage at edges of dongas. Breeding ordinarily
September-October (March-November in western Nullarbor in wet year 1973,
fide Brooker et al.); C[4(2).

Rallidae

Gallirallus philippensis mellori (Mathews, 1912) Banded Land Rail

Apparently resident in thickets of Albizia and Nitraria on easternmost islands of
Archipelago of the Recherche (Anvil, Daw). Possibly resident at Shark Lake.
Casual at Eyre.

Porzana pusilla palustris Gould, 1843 Baillon’s Crake
Range. Vicinity of coasts east to Twilight Cove. Casual further east (Nine Mile).
Status etc. Scarce to uncommon. Mainly freshwater swamps and lakes.

Porzana fluminea Gould, 1843 Spotted Crake
Range. Vicinity of coasts east to Twilight Cove.

Status etc. Uncommon; usually in ones or twos. Freshwater swamps and lakes and
interdunal pools. Breeding near Esperance (A.K. Daw).

Porzana tabuensis (Gmelin, 1789) Spotless Crake

Range. Vicinity of south coast, east to Rossiter Bay; also easternmost islands of
Archipelago of the Recherche (Bellinger and Daw).

Status etc. Common on islands, uncommon to moderately common on mainland;
usually in twos. Dense shrublands (A¢riplex, Nitraria and Albizia) on islands;
Xyris and Baumea swamps, freshwater lakes and interdunal pools on mainland.

Porphyrio porphyrio bellus Gould, 1841 Swamphen

Resident at Shark Lake, breeding in spring (R.P. Jaensch); also two birds seen by
Storr (1963: 188) on interdunal pool 5 km N Mt LeGrand in March 1958; and
noted by J.R. Ford on ‘Cape LeGrand swamps’ in January 1963.

Gallinula ventralis Gould, 1837 Black-tailed Native Hen

Range. Greater part of Division.
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Status etc. Moderately frequent visitor to the western and southern fringes of the
Nullarbor Plain, infrequent visitor elsewhere. Moderately common in some
years (1984, 1985), but generally scarce or uncommon; in ones, twos, threes or
fours, occasionally small flocks (up to 40). Mainly at or near dams.

Gallinula tenebrosa tenebrosa Gould, 1846 Dusky Moorhen

Vagrant. A.K. Daw saw two at Racecourse Lake in January 1985.

Fulica atra australis Gould, 1845 Coot

Range. Vicinity of south coast, east to Tarblong Lake. Casual elsewhere (Lake
Cronin, Gunnadorah Station, Nine Mile).

‘Status etc. Until recently a scarce visitor (mainly summer-autumn), in ones, twos
or small parties; now a moderately common visitor or resident on Esperance
lakes (including flocks up to 700). Lakes, river pools and dams.

Otididae
Otis australis J.E. Gray, 1829 Australian Bustard

Range. Eastern: the Nullarbor Plain and its western and southern fringes and the
Roe Plains. South-coastal plains from Starvation Boat Harbour east nearly to
Israelite Bay. Casual elsewhere (North Ironcap, Lake Cronin, Hatters Hill,
near Nindibillup Creek, near 90-mile Tank, Lake Dundas, Gorgalamninya Rock).

Status etc. Common in good years on the Nullarbor Plain, otherwise scarce to
moderately common; in ones, twos or small parties, occasionally flocks (up to
100). Grassy flats, chenopod flats, heathlands and man-made pastures; attracted
to swarming grasshoppers, locus