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Here we present a flavour of the work conducted at Plymouth Marine Laboratory as

part of the Western Channel Observatory (WCQO). The aim Is to:

» Integrate long term biological and environmental data

» Provide an insight into the specific relationships between the key benthic
functional groups existing in polychaetes found at station L4

» To consider the natural temporal changes occurring in the marine environment

» Use a whole suite of additional parameters to identify the specific drivers of
benthic-pelagic coupling and carbon and nutrient cycling
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»As the time series ages, an elevated tangible sense of the natural seasonal and
annual variability can be realised along with increased durability of the data
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»Valuable in encapsulatlng sporadic events as they occur (e.g. Storms/ bloom
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anomalies)

> Establishment of a “normal” baseline = more FR R el A 4 Sty U 4 e A S A i
accurate assessment of the Impact of
anthropogenic changes From volunteers to undergraduate through to PhD,

the Benthic Survey has formed the
basis of many student projects.

»PML operates a cross lab multi-disciplinary

approach. Work completed as part of WCO offers é | | |
invaluable support to other NERC funded projects 7 Please be in touch if you are interested
g (¢.9. SSB, MERP) WEWRANTYoy " Pecoming involved with working

N;N with the Western Channel Observatory!
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