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Botanical name: Frerea indica Dalzell 
         (=Caralluma frerei Rawley) 

 
Family : Ascepiadaceae 
 
Threatened category: Endangered, Critically endangered (Mishra & Singh, 

2001,Gaikwad & Yadav, 2004) 
 
Key characters: Succulent herb, Corolla rotate, Corona double, staminal, 

anthers incumbent on the style apex without a membranous appendage. 
 
Description: Fleshy glabrous herb. Leaves 3-6 cm long. Flowers brick red, 

solitary or in pairs, pedicles arising from between the petioles. Corolla 
rotate, about 2.4 cm across, lobes valvate, deltoid, fringed with fine purple 
hairs, designed with a variety of striation and spots. Corona purple. 
Anthers red. Pollinia one in each cell. Style-apex pearly white. 

 
Flowering and fruiting: July to December. 
 
Distribution: Endemic to Maharashtra.  
 
Reported Localities: Ahmednagar(Radha falls), Pune(Junnar Purandar), Raigad 

(Shivthar Ghal), Satara (Mahabaleshwar, Sajjan gadh) districts. 
 
Ecology: Grows on steep hill slopes. 
 
Association: It has strong and positive association with Euphorbia neriifolia L.  
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1.Habit, 2. Flower 3.Pollinia 4. Follicle 5. Stomata.   
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Physical map Rain fall map Forest types2 43

Location map

Geographical regions 1

1.Dhule 2.Jalgaon 3. Buldhana 4.Akola 5.Amaravati 6.Wardha 7.Nagpur 8. Bhandara 9. Gadchiroli 
10. Chandrapur 11. Yavatmal 12. Nanded 13. Parbhani 14. Jalna 15. Aurangabad 16.Latur
17. Beed 18. Ahmadnagar 19 Nashik 20. Thane 21. Pune 22. Osmanabad 23. Solapur  24.Satara
25.  26.  27. Kolhapur 28.  Sindhudurg  29. Ratnagiri 30.Mumbai 31.Greater Mumbai.Raigad Sangli
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A. Ahmednagar(1-Radha falls), B. Pune(2-Junnar,3-Purandar), C.Raigad (4-Shivathar
 Ghal) D. Satara(5-Mahabaleshwar, 6- Sajjangad). 
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Geographical distribution in Maharashtra:
0 0 0 0Latitude (DMS):  19  11’-17  55’  N &  Longitude (DMS): 73  50’ -74  43’E.
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