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Natural Hybrids between Rhododendron tsusiophyllum
and R. kaepferi var. macrogemma (Ericaceae)

Hideo TAKAHASHI & Teruo KATSUYAMA

(Kanagawa Prefectural Museum)

Abstract

Rhododendron tsusiophyllum Sugimoto and R. kaepferi Planch. var. macrogemma
grow on Izu Koudzjima Island. Both species usually grow in their own separate areas,
but they are intermixed in low brushwood around the summit of Mt. Tenjozan
where the winds are strong. It is known that on Mt. Tenjozan a plant that can be
thought as a natural hybrid of the two has developed. Gardeners call this plant
“Koudzushima-yamatsutsuji” and cultivate it for garden but it has not yet to be
officially registered. The important charactristics of this hybrid are (1) The size of
the leaves and corolla is half way between that of Rhododendron tsusiophyllum and
R. kaepferi var. macrogemma. (2) The backs of the leaves run along midrib, and
in addition to a dense concentration of brown strigrose on the back, there is sparse
strigose over the whole leaf. (3) The corolla is a reddish-purple tubular-infun-
dibuliform with a shape somewhere between that of R. fsusiophyllum and R. kaep-
feri var. macrogemma. There are pubescens on the inside and outside portions of
the tubo, a condision which resembles R. ¢susiophyllum. (4) The last quarter of
the tip of the anthers opens into a pocket that looks like it has been cut diago-
nally and is slit somewhere in between that of its parent species. We described
this as new natural hybrid Rhododendron X koudzumontanum H. Takahashi et
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Rhododendron X koudzumontanum H. Takahashi et Katsuyama Hybrid nov.

Rhododendron tsusiophyllum SugimotoX Rhododendron kaepferi Planch. var.
macrogemma Nakai

Haec hybrida Rhododendro kaepfero var. macrogemmo affinis est; ab eo corolla
tubulari-infundibuliformia, tubo extro brevissim hirto inter pubescentia tomentosi,
antheris apicibus circ. 0.5mm longis obliquis ringentibus differt.

Frutex 50 cm. altus ramosus. Folia elliptica vel obovato-elliptica vel obovata,
utrimque acuta 10-20mm longa 5-13mm lata, ciliato-hiruta, supra et infra appresso-
strigosa, petioli 1-4mm longi densi appresso-hirsuti, Pedunculi 2-5mm longi
dense fulvi strigoso-hirsuti, Sepala elliptica vel ovalia 1.5-3mm longa 1.2-1.5mm
lata apice obtusa, Corolla 2-3cm diametro roseo-purprata vel rosea, tublari-infundi-
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buliformia 5 fida, tubo 8-10 mm longi extro brevissim hirto inter pubescentia
tomentosi, lobis 8-12 mm longis obovatis rotundatis margines undulatis, Stamina
5, corollae tubi subaequilonga filamentis 9-12 mm longis roseo-purpratis inferne
villosis, antheris oblongis 1.5-2.5 mm longis apicibus circ. 0. 5mm longis obliquis
ringentibus, Ovaria 2-3mm longa ovata 5-loculare densissime strigosa, Styli 8.5
-13mm longi.

Nom. Jap. Koudzushima-yamatsutsuji

Hab. Honsyu. Is. Kouzujima; Mt. Tenjozan, alt. 500 m leg. H. TAKAHASHI, Jun.
7 1991 Typus in KPM77133)
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1. ~a2% 2 2Y Y Y Rhododendron tsusiophyllum (Is. Koudzujima, Jun. 8 1991), 2. =2 v X
v=Y¥ =YY R Xkoudzumontanum (Is. Koudzujima, Jun. 8 1991), 3. ##*¥=y Y R
kaepferi var. macrogemma (Is. Koudzujima, Jun. 8 1991), o F&, ¢ {65, p T\, s #E7
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Fig. 3. 1. ~axaxvyyy
Rhododendron tsusiophyllum
(Is. Koudzujima, Jun. 8 1991),
2. av XYYV VY

R. X koudzumontanum (Is.
Koudzujima, Jun. 8 1991),
3. A+ v=Y VY R kaepferi
var. macrogemma

(Is. Koudzujima, Jun. 8 1991),



Hybrid between Rhododendron tsusiophylium and R. kaepferi

Fig. 4. #oEH(E)EEEH(T) 1. ~=2%k 22> Y Y Rhododendron tsusiophyllum. 2. 27X
Y=Y =YY Y R Xkoudzumontanum. 3. A * =YY R. kaepferi var. macrogemma.

69



Taxamasar and KATsuyaMA

Fig. 5. b0« BER (E, &) AL oBHK (F) 1. ~2% 222 Y Y Rhododendron
tsusiophyllum. 2. a v Xv=v <=y Y R, Xkoudzumontanum. 3. *++ =YY R. kaep-
feri var. macrogemma.



Hybrid between Rhododendron tsusiophyllum and R. kaepferi

Fig. 6. HEFWEHEP\ 1. 2% 2 2 Y Y Y Rhododendron tsusiophyllum. 2. 29 Xv=¥—=

YV Y R. Xkoudzumontanum. 3. A4 <> Y R, kaepferi var. macrogemma. s M\, p

M2, a .
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