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Isolepis prolifer

Myriophyllum
variifolium

Leaves 
alternate

Leaves 
opposite

Leaves not terete
Continued on page 4

Veronica scutellata

Juncus articulatus

Leaves 
conspicuous

Leaves reduced to 
basal sheaths, culms 
oval in cross section

Leaves not 
divided

Leaves in 
whorls

Leaves 
not in 
whorls

Key
Rare native plant
Native plant
Non-Invasive exotic plant
Invasive exotic plant

Leaves 
terete

Leaves divided
Continued on page 2

Emergent
leaves 
linear

Leaves not linear
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Leaves not in whorls
Continued on page 5

Menyanthes trifoliata

Leaves in 
whorls > 4

Myriophyllum robustum

Myriophyllum
aquaticum

Continued from page 1

Leaves 
pinnate

Leaves 
trifoliate

Leaves in 
whorls

Leaf apex 
acute

Leaves 
divided

Leaves 
>10mm 
long

Leaves 
<10mm 
long

Leaf apex 
rounded
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Leaves in 
whorls of  3-4

Myriophyllum
variifolium

Myriophyllum
propinquum



Continued from page 1

Leaves 
opposite

Plant not 
densely 
hairy

Stem 
not 
angled

Le
av
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ne
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Plant 
densely 
hairy

Leaves 
toothed, 
sometimes 
obscurely

Mimulus moschatus

Stem 6-8 
angled Gymnocoronis 

spilanthoides

Leaf pairs 
connate Alternanthera

philoxeroidesLeaves 
not 
toothed

Ludwigia palustrisLeaf pairs 
not connate

Leaves 
petiolate Veronica americana

Veronica anagallis-
aquatica

Mimulus guttatus

Leaves >2x 
as long as 
broad

Leaves 
sessile

Leaves alternate
Continued on page 6

Leaves <2x 
as long as 
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Leaves not 
terete

Sheath 
without cross 
veins

Ligule
membranous Culms not 

sharply bent 
at nodes

Flowers arranged 
in paired racemes

Flowers 
arranged in 
single panicle

Amphibromus fluitans

Awns 
inconspicuous

Continued from page 1Key
Rare native plant
Native plant
Non-Invasive exotic plant
Invasive exotic plant

Ligule of hairs

Sheath with 
cross veins

Isachne globosa

Glyceria declinata

Paspalum distichum

Alopecuris geniculatus

Glyceria maximaLeaves > 
10mm width

Lemma 
lobed

Leaves < 
10mm width

Lemma 
pointed Glyceria fluitans

Culms bent sharply at 
the nodes

Long 
obvious 
awns on 
spikelets

Phalaris arundinacea
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Continued from page 2

Leaves 
bipinnate

Myriophyllum
‘Chatham Is’

Pinnae filiform

Leaves bi or 
tri pinnate

Pinnae
undivided

Leaves 
regularly 
toothed

Seeds in 
one row

Nasturtium 
microphyllum

Oenanthe aquatica

Apium nodiflorum
Leaves not 
in whorls

Oenanthe sarmentosa

Nasturtium officinale

Leaves 
tripinnate

Leaves not 
regularly 
toothed

Pinnae not 
filiform

Seeds in 
two rows
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Continued from page 3

Leaves 
alternate

Stems with 
ochrae

Myosotis laxa subsp.
caespitosa

Leaves not 
hairy

Leaves 
without 
pointed 
basal lobes

Leaves 
with 
pointed 
basal lobes

Persicaria decipiens

Flowers 2-4 
mm across

Leaves 
hairy

Flowers >4 
mm acros

Myosotis scorpioides
s

Persicaria strigosum

Persicaria hydropiperLeaves with very 
wavy edge, never with 
black spot in centre

Leaves with mildly 
wavy edge, usually with 
black spot in centre

Ranunculus flammula

Ludwigia peploides

Stems 
without 
ochrae

Stems with paired 
black stipules at base 
of leaves

Stems lacking 
stipulesPage 6


