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The Corvallis Plant Materials Center (PMC) has been
researching forb seed production for over ten years. As
interest in prairie restoration increases, so does the demand
for forb seed. To meet this demand, the PMC has worked
intimately with over a hundred species analyzing their
specific seed production traits such as how evenly its seed
matures and how readily its seeds shatter. Understanding
these traits helps us to match the most efficient harvest
method to each species that we work with. Our harvest
methods aim to increase yields (making more seed available

and lowering prices) and to capture the genetic diversity that
s initially present in the seed increase field.
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