798221

VALE OF RASSELAS

This land system is situated in the valley of the
upper Gordon River and covers some flats around
Lake Gordon (eastern edge), Adamsfield and a
restricted area around Maydena. It consists of
undulating country with river terraces or raised
surfaces typical of other older, broad valleys in
the South West. These terraces probably formed
during Pleistocene times. Well drained knolls
support taller vegetation (scrub to forest) than
surrounding plains. They (knolls) typically have
a relatively shallow peat over a deep gravelly
mineral soil. Small pools are scattered through
this land system and could be associated with
occurrences of Ordovician limestone, although this
does not always appear to be a controlling factor.
They are common through a range of sites from
poorly drained riverine position where they
sometimes have the appearance of oxbow lakes,
to well drained 'raised surfaces'.

Large areas of the valley are underlain by alluvium
and quartzitic gravels, with some yellow brown
clay deposits. Dolerite gravels were observed in
a soil profile near Gordon Bend and probably
originated from the upper reaches of the Gordon
River which emanates from dolerite country of
the Central Plateau. Approximately 2 km north
of Gordon Bend there is a minor occurrence of
laterite. Western parts of the land system have
outwash gravels derived from the Denison Range
during Pleistocene glacial regression.
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Organic surface horizons are widespread under a
range of vegetation types. Sedgeland/heath
dominates the land system, often with pure stands
of Gymnoschoenus sphaerocephalus. Boron/a
rhomboidea, which is typicaly found in the north
west of the State, occurs in the sedgeland/heath
to the east of the Gordon River. Tall forests
characteristically grow in riverine locations (see
river flats component) on deep aluvia soils, and
have a mixed tall understorey in comparison to
other forested locations (not on land system
diagram) where Casuarina monilifera, Banksia
marginata and Pultenaea juniperina are typical.
Well drained creek sides often support scrub or
woodland with Eucalyptus nitida, Banksia
marginata, Leptospermum lanigerum and
Melaleuca squarrosa common. Sphagnum moss
beds are sometimes found in scrub or woodland
which are poorly drained. They occur around the
perimeter of the forest at Gordonvale and extend
onto poorly drained flats near creeks. Around
Maydena Leptospermum lanigerum thickets are
typical of thisland system.

Recreation, notably bush walking, is one of the
main pastimes in this historic area where Ernie
Bond ran a farm during the middle of this century.
It is one of the only agricultural enterprises which
have been attempted in the South West.
Unfortunately due to a lack of maintenance the
only ?uilding left is a small shed with a caved
in roof.

The area west of the Gordon River is part of
the South West Conservation Area but to the
east the land is designated State Forest. Hazard
reduction burns in the Vale of Rasselas have
escaped destroying peat and conifer stands in the
Denison Range.
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hori zon) Col our

Very dark grey
(10 YR 3/1)
fibrous peat

Black (7. 5 YR 2/0)
fibrous peat (0. 25
m over a black muck

Gravel ly black (5 YR
2. 5/1) fibrous peat

Very dusky red (2. 5
YR 2. 5/2) fibrous
peat

Bl ack (10 YR 2/1)
fibrous peat over a
black (10 YR 2/1) sandy
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col our (noist)
and texture

Dark yel |l ow sh
brown (10 YR 4/6)
clay to dark

yel | owi sh brown
sand at the base.

Brown (10 YR 5/3) or
dark reddi sh brown (5
YR 3/2) clay |oam or
sandy clay | oam over
gravel
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Depth surface 0. 0. 10-0. 25 0. 20 0. 10 0. 15
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dant h( m

Permeability H gh to noderate H gh H gh Moder at e H gh

LAND USE Recreation, nature conservation

HAZARD Moderate track erosion and bifurcation
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Well drained knoll near Gordon Bend supporting Eucalyptus nitida forest (land system 798221)
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The ruins of a homestead built by Ernie Bond at Gordonvale (land system 798221)
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Deep dolerite tills on Scotts Peak Road. This is overlain by poorly sorted angular to subangular
quartzitic gravel which in turn is covered by peat (798222)



