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E. O. 1235': OfCL: 08/2'i/88 
TAGS: PiNS, SHUH, PINT, ES 
SUSJ: (U) ~RREST OF SU85£CR£TARY OF !OUCATION SERRNO'S ~If! 

l. <C-ENTI~f TEXT.> 

2. SUHHARY: THE •SERRANO CASE·~ AS THE ARRESTOF THE SUS· 
SECRETARY OF EDUCATION'S WIFE HAS COME TO SE CALLED, HAS · 
GENERATED SHARP ATT-ACKS ON THE SUB SECRETARY AHO OH THE ·poe. 
SUSSECRETARY SERRANO HAS BEEN PUBLICLY ACCUSED OF BlGAHY 
ANO KAS RESIGNED FROM HIS POST.MEANWHlLE, 
HIS WIFE IS STILL IN JAIL. END SUHHARY. 

J. AS EXPECTED THE AR~EST OF THE SU~SECRETA~Y OF EDUCATION'S 
WIFE, HARIA LYDIA ESCALANTE DE SERRANO, HAS SPARKED SHARP 
ATTACKS OH THE PDC AHO OH SERRAHO. THE LEVEL OF PERSONAL 
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ATTACKS ON S£~RAHO HAS DETERlO~AT£0 TO HUOSLIHGIHG, FOR 
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EX~MPLE.Y •. LOCAL NEWSPAPERS HAYE PUBLISEDH REPORTS THAT CLAIM 
THE SUSSECRETARY lS GUILTY Of BIGAMY. 

4. ATTACKS OH THE PDC HAVE ALSO BEEH VICIOUS. ~H ~CCUSA
TIOH MADE BY AN ARENA DEPUTY OUR!HG A CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 

.. HEETIHG THAT PDC PARTY MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES M~HY KHOWH SUB
VERSIYIES SET OFF A TENSE EXCHAHGE Of INSULTS AHD DESK POUNDING 
OURIHG WHICH SOHE DEPUTIES APPARENTLY HADE HOVES TOWARD 
THEIR PERSONAL WEAPONS. THE FAR RIGHT WOHEH'S ORGANIZATION 
acRUZAO PAS Y TRABAJO• TOOK OUT A FULL PAGE AD LH 
THE ULTRA-CONSERVATIVE EL O!ARIO DE HOY ON AUG. 20 LH WHICH 
IT CLAIMS THE RIGHT TO ASK THE •MAXIMUM AUTHORITIES• TO CLEAHSE 
THE EDUCATION HIHISTRY OF PERSONS WHO TEACH THE DOCTRINES 
OF COHHUNISH. MARXIMS, OR COHHUHlTARI~HISM CCOMMUHITARIAHISM 
IS A CURATE DOCTRINE>. ' 

5. PDC HEH8fRS TOLD EHBOFfS THAT SERRANO LEFT HIS 
wifE, HARIA LYDIA ESCAL~HTE A FEW YEARS AGO AND MOVED lH 
WITH ~AHtDA FUENTES. 
SERRANO AND FUENTS PROCREATED TWO CHILDREN. SERRANO THEN 
LEFT FUENTES AND MOVED BA.CK IN WHITH HIS WIFE. FUENTES IS NO~ 
ACCUSING SERRANO OF BIGAMY. ACC~RDING TO PDC MEMBERS SERRANO 
HEYER LEGALLY HARRIED fUEHffS, 

6. ON THE HORNING OF AUGUST 24 PDC SECGEN REY PRENDES AND 
DR. ORALES EHRLICH TOLD AHB~~~ADOR THAT SERRAHO WOULD EVENTUALLY 
RSIGN FROM HIS POST. THE PDC IS COMfORTABLE WITH iHIS DECISION. 
SERRANO HAS lNDCCATEO THATIF HIS WIFE IS RELEASED 
(APPARENTLY THERE IS SOME CHANCE OF THIS> HE WILL LEAVE 
THE COUNTRY WITH HIS ENTIRE fAMILY, THE POC REPS 
SAID THAT THE PART¥ WOULD CONTINUE TO SUPPORT SERRANO PUBLICLY 
UNTIL HE RESIGNS BECAUS THEY fEEL THAT HE IS BEING 
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UNFAIRLY TREATED BY BOTH THE.TREASURY POLICE AND THE PRESS, 
WHO ARE SUING THE JNCIDENT.TO ATTACK THE POC. EMBASSY COMMENT: 
SERRANO RSIGNEO· FROH HIS POST AT THE REQUEST OF PREISDEHT 
MAGANA ON THE EYENIHG OF AUGUST 24. .. ,: 
7. COMMENT: PDC OPPONETNS BELIEVE, '~NO ARE ANXIOUS TO 
BELIEVE, THE CH~RGERS ~G~INST MRS. SERRANO AHD THE OTHER 
ARRESTED PERSONS. OTHER OBSERVERS SUSPECT THE ARRESTS 
ARE A CALCULATED ATTACK OH THE PDC, AHO THAT MRS, SERRAHO 
AND MOST, IF HT ALL, OF THE ARRESTED PERSOHS ARE IHHOCEHT 
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THE LEFTIST· 

THE.PDC HAS 
A WAIT- H POSITION. SUS TIHG THAT COL, HORAH 

HAYE SOHE EVIDENCE JUSTIFYING THE DETENTION OF AT LEAST 
SOHE OF THE DETAINEES. CFIVE OF :THE DETAINEES HAVE SIGHED 
CONFESSIONS OF SUBVERSIVE ACTIY1TY). OTHERS AHOHG THE 
DETAINEES ARE APPARENTLY INNOCENT. 'AN AUGUST 2J PRESS 
RELEASE BY THE TREASURY POLICE MENTIONS THE POSSIBLE 
RELEASE OF SOHE OF THE SUSPECTS. . 
HINTON 
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