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The following pages have some identification markers for
each of the Bush Warblers found in India

To know more on these birds you can visit

If you are interested in coming on any of my tours or
workshops please share your email id. | will keep you
updated

Mail me at

You can also callmeon (91)9840119078,
(91) 9445219078
(91) 6369815812
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Abberant Bush Warbler Identification Tips - Nominate

Abberant Bush Warbler : Cettia flavolivacea : Resident of Himalayas from North Central India
(East of Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand)

Crown is plain brown Pale yellowish supercilium

Bill is dark horn-
brown, pale pink
base of lower

mandible —
Narrow whitish eyering/q <
Ty
“ &8
Throat is unspotted @

whitish

Dark eyestripe

Upperparts are yellowish
olive-green

Brown Ear-coverts

Breast is darker
olive

. . Dull olive-yellow undertail-coverts
Buffish or olive-

yellow Underparts

Flanks are darker olive

Legs are yellow to dusky pinkish-brown
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Brown Bush Warbler Identification Tips - Nominate

Brown Bush Warbler : Bradypterus luteoventris : Resident of North East India (from Darjeeling,
in West Bengal, Eastwards to Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland)

Crown is plain brown Deep buff supercilium

upper mandible is
blackish-brown,
lower mandible

fleshy-yellow with R D) .
blackish-brown tip S haed — Upperparts are plain brown

0‘"%
(s

-’

Brown eyestripe

Brown Ear-coverts

i Ly

Sl
Throat is unspotted/)“... Ve

whitish o

Breast is Brown

Belly is unspotted
whitish

Deep buff undertail-coverts

Deep buff Flanks

Legs are flesh-brown to flesh-yellow
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Brown-flanked Bush Warbler Identification Tips - Nominate

Brown-flanked Bush Warbler : Cettia fortipes : Resident of North East India

Crown is dusky olive-brown Off-white or greyish-white supercilium

Bill is dark

brownish-horn,
pinkish base of
lower mandible

Brown eyestripe

Upperparts are dusky olive-
brown

Throat is grey-
tinged brownish-
olive

Breast is grey-
tinged brownish-
olive

brownish-olive Flanks

Legs are light yellowish-brown or pinkish-brown
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Brown-flanked Bush Warbler Identification Tips - C. f. pallidus

Brown-flanked Bush Warbler : Cettia fortipes pallidus : Resident of North West Himalayas

Crown is dusky olive-brown Buffish supercilium

Brown eyestripe

Bill is dark
brownish-horn,
pinkish base of

lower mandible
Upperparts are dusky olive-

brown

’
.

\

[ Throatis brownish-bufi [EEEERE

Throat is brownish-buff B )
* e

.
.
.,
LS

Breast is brownish-buff

Paler buffish wash on
flanks

Difference from Nominate
Legs are light yellowish-brown or pinkish-brown
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Cetti's Warbler Identification Tips — C.c. albiventris
Cetti's Warbler : Cettia cetti albiventris :Resident of North West India (Punjab, Rajasthan))

Dark lores
Off-white or pale greyish supercilium fading over ear-coverts

Bill is dark brownish-
horn to blackish, pale
pinkish base of lower __

Dark eyestripe Grey-brown cheek and ear-
coverts

mandible Bt
T e Upperparts are paler olive-
broken eyering \ VL

Throat is whitish, /ﬁ

hed yell
washed yellow —

.
Dull buff-brown undertail-
coverts

Breast sides have
brownish wash

Flanks are grey-brown

White Underparts

Difference from Nominate

Legs are brown tinged pinkish or reddish
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Chestnut-crowned Bush Warbler Identification Tips

Chestnut-crowned Bush Warbler : Cettia major : Resident of Himalayas from N India
(Uttarakhand)

Forecrown to nape chestnut Long supercilium warm buff or rufous-buff (and indistinct) in
front of eye, whiter behind eye

Dark eyestripe

Bill dark brownish- Cheek and ear-
horn to b.Iackish, coverts are grey, variably
pale pinkish base . Y mottled brown

of lower mandible

Throat is whitish, / R,

washed yellow 2 Upperparts are dark

brownish-olive

Breast is greyish

Pale brownish-olive Flanks

Legs are pale pinkish to reddish-pink
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Chinese Bush Warbler Identification Tips - Nominate

Chinese Bush Warbler : Bradypterus tacsanowskius : Resident of North East India

Clear buffy-white supercilium extending back over eye

Whitish loral area
Bill is blackish in Olive-brown Crown
breeding plumage, Non-
breeding upper

mandible is blackish-

brown, lower mandible <

flesh-coloured %
Throat is whitish, / \

washed yellow

Olive-brown cheek and
ear-coverts with some
brownish spotting

Upperparts are olive-brown

Breast is
brownish-buff,
some faint
brownish spotting

Brownish undertail-coverts
Pale greyish flanks

Legs are flesh-coloured
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Grey-sided Bush Warbler Identification Tips - Nominate

Grey-sided Bush Warbler : Cettia brunnifrons : Resident of Himalayas from North India

(Uttarakhand)

Whitish or whitish-buff supercilium continuing to side of nape
Warm chestnut crown

Upper mandible
dark horn, lower
mandible pale
yellowish to bright
yellow, tip
sometimes dark

Throat is whitish, /

tinged pale grey or \
yellow

Long blackish eyestripe

Pale grey-brown cheek and ear-coverts

Upperparts are plain brown

Breast is Pale
Greyish

Brownish-olive undertail-

coverts, No markings
Pale greyish flanks

"

Legs are pale brown to pinkish-grey

. \
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Hume's Bush Warbler Identification Tips - Nominate

Hume's Bush Warbler : Cettia Brunnescens : Resident of Himalayas from North India
(Uttarakhand)

Forehead to nape

warm brown Whitish supercilium from bill base back to

ear top edge of ear-coverts

Bill is dark horn-
coloured, mandible

pinkish grey, with or \
without darker tip
Throat is whitish,

tinged pale grey or
yellow

Dark brown eyestripe

Upperparts are russet-tinged
brown

Breast is white

Belly is yellowish
brown

Yellowish brown, undertail-coverts,
No markings

Yellowish brown flanks

Legs are pale brownish pink
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Long-billed Bush Warbler Identification Tips - Nominate

Long-billed Bush Warbler : Bradypterus major : Resident of North West India (North East
Kashmir, Ladakh, Zanskar); winter visitor at lower altitudes in North West India

Whitish lore
Whitish supercilium extending from base of

bill back over eye

Upper mandible
blackish-brown,
lower mandible

more fleshy-brown
Dark brown eyestripe

Throat is whitish, Pale and mottled ear-coverts

below necklace of
blackish spots Vv

Upperparts are olive-brown

Breast sides is

buffish tan
colour
Underparts are
dull white
Warm buff to dingy whitish flanks plain warm buff, undertail-
coverts, No markings
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Manchurian Bush Warbler Identification Tips - Nominate
Manchurian Bush Warbler :Horornis borealis: Vagrant in India

Brighter rufous or cinnamon-brown on crown

Long pale supercilium extending well

Bill is greyish brown behind eye

with a dull pink

base to mandible w
R

and darker tip > \ S

Throat is whitish -

Dark brown eyestripe

Pale and mottled ear-coverts

Upperparts are rufous-brown

Breast sides is
buffish tan

colour
Underparts are

dull white

Buffish tan flanks Buffish tan undertail-coverts,
No markings

Legs are pale greyish pink
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Pale-footed Bush Warbler Identification Tips - Nominate

Pale-footed Bush Warbler :Cettia pallidipes: Resident of Himalayas from North India
(Uttarakhand) eastwards to North East India

Long whitish-buff supercilium

upper mandible is
brownish-horn,

lower mandible is
pale pink or flesh-
pink A

Throat is whitish >

Broad dark eyestripe

Brown ear-coverts

Upperparts are cold olive-brown

Breast is white,
sides are
brownish-olive

3
SRS g‘ p S
o

v

//
A

brownish-olive flanks =, " _‘.g",:"/:‘ 47
e White undertail-coverts, No
markings

Legs are pale flesh-coloured or pinkish
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Pale-footed Bush Warbler Identification Tips - C. p. Osmastoni

Pale-footed Bush Warbler :Cettia pallidipes Osmastoni : Resident of Himalayas from
North India (Uttarakhand) eastwards to North East India

Long whitish-buff supercilium

upper mandible is
brownish-horn,
lower mandible is
pale pink or flesh-
pink

Broad dark eyestripe

Brown ear-coverts

Upperparts are darker, rich brown

Throat is whitish

Breast and sides are Buff brown

Buff-brown White undertail-coverts, No
Buff-brown Flanks markings
. '\

Difference from Nominate Legs are pale flesh-coloured or pinkish
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Russet Bush Warbler Identification Tips

Russet Bush Warbler :Bradypterus mandelii : Resident of North East India
(Eastwards from Sikkim, extreme North West Bengal and Assam)

Rusty Brown Crown
Whitish supercilium (chiefly over lores and eye)

bill blackish, Dark lores
blackish bare skin at
very base of lower

mandible Rusty Brown ear-coverts

Throat is whitish, greyish Upperparts are Rusty Brown

or buffish and Speckled

Breast are Dark
Brown

Dark brown flanks
Dark brown undertail-coverts,

less boldly scalloped markings

Legs are pale fleshy-brown
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Spotted Bush Warbler Identification Tips

Spotted Bush Warbler :Bradypterus thoracicus : Breeds in Central & East Himalayas;
Winter visitor in foothills and North east Indian plains

Rufous forecrown Whitish supercilium (chiefly over lores and eye)

Ear-coverts are paler grey
Bill is black

In non Breeding
flesh-coloured base
to mandible

Upperparts are Dark Olive Brown

Whitish Throat

Grey wash
across breast,
faint dusky
spotting in
breeding
Dark brown undertail-coverts

o boldly scaled whitish
Spotting is

less distinct
in Non
Breeding

Legs are yellowish flesh
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West Himalayan Bush Warbler Identification Tips

West Himalayan Bush Warbler : Eremopterix griseus: Wide spread Resident in India

Greyish-white supercilium (white above and in front of eye)

Bill is black =—> Ear-coverts are paler grey

Variable spotting
on lower throat

Paler fulvous-brown flanks

Legs are yellowish flesh boldly scaled whitish

Dark brown undertail-coverts
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