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Early Learning Centers (Child Care Centers) 

Early Learning Centers are programs licensed by the Louisiana Department of Education that serve 

seven or more children. In Louisiana, child care centers may be licensed as Type I, Type II and Type 

III. Regulations for the types differ in several ways, including their staff training requirements,

staff:child ratios, and allowable forms of discipline. If you are eligible for the Child Care Assistance 

program, it's important to know that only Type III centers may accept payments from the Child Care 

Assistance Program, and Type I and Type II centers may not.   

Family Child Care Homes 

Family child care homes are programs located in the home of the caregiver that serve up to six chil-

dren. In Louisiana, family child care (FCC) programs are not licensed by the state, but FCC programs 

that receive payments through the Child Care Assistance Program and/or the Food program must 

register with state agencies and meet certain space, nutrition and training requirements.  

Head Start and Early Head Start 

Head Start and Early Head Start are federally funded programs offering free early care and educa-

tion programming and other family-related services to low- and moderate-income families. Head 

Start programs may be offered in a child care center, a family child care home or through a public 

school. 

Montessori Programs 

Montessori programs follow the Montessori philosophy, which stresses children's self -directed de-

velopment. Montessori programs may be licensed by and/or registered with the Louisiana Depart-

ment of Education. 

Parents' Day Out Programs (also known as “Mother’s Day Out”) 

Parents' Day Out programs typically provide care for a few hours a day. They may also operate for 

only part of the week. Parents' Day Out programs are not required to be licensed by state agencies.  

School-Based Preschool Programs 

Preschool programs are offered by many public and private schools. 

Summer Camps 

Summer camps serve children during summer break. Some summer camp programs operate for 

the whole summer, while others may be open for just a few weeks. Camps vary widely in terms of 

which age groups they serve. Summer camps are not required to be licensed or regulated by state 

agencies in Louisiana. 

Babysitters/Nannies: www.care.com: one time or ongoing caregiver matching site 
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Child Care continued 
There are many things to consider when searching for a child care center.  For example:  

 Center’s approach to early learning

 Full or part time program

 Location

 Accessible by public transportation

 Hours

In addition you will want to feel comfortable with the care your child will receive on a day to day basis.  

Below are some questions you may want to ask when you visit the center as well as some things to watch 

for during your tour of the center.  Feel free to request several parent contacts for recommendations. 

Questions: 

 What curriculum is utilized?

 What are your caregiverchild ratios?

 How much caregiver rotation happens within the classroom on a weekly basis?

 How long has the caregiver, in the classroom your child would be assigned to, been working in that

classroom?

 Are infants allowed to sleep and eat according to their own schedule?

 What is your sick child policy?

 What are your holiday closures?

 How do you handle potty training?

 How do your caregivers approach behavior issues/discipline?

 How does your center conduct nap/rest times?

 What is the visitation policy?  Is there an “open door” policy for parents?  Parent involvement?

Observations: 

 If meals are prepared/served at the center ask to tour the kitchen facility.  Ask how food allergy issues

are handled during meal preparation and during meal times.

 Are caregivers talking with infants and toddlers?  Are they listening to the children?

 Do the caregivers make eye contact with the children and meet them at eye-level?

 Is the center clean and are the toys in good working condition?

 Are infants assigned their own crib?

This is a partial, suggested  list of questions and observations.  Bring your own list, tailored to your family’s needs to 

your tour . 


