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RI Department of Health

Rules and Regulations for Licensing Assisted Living Residences 

New ERLID # 7999 - (Proposed amendments will replace ERLID #6999)

RIGL Chapter 23-17.4

None

None known.

These regulation provide for the licensing of assisted living residences (ALR) and ensure that ALR residents receive 

appropriate care and services in accordance with prevailing community standards.  These specific amendments update 

the minimum standards for licensed assisted living residences in Rhode Island; for the care of residents in an assisted living 

residence; and for the maintenance and operation of assisted living residences in Rhode Island.   These amendments also 
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See previous response

The base rationale is still relevant.  However, the nature of assisted living residences continues to evolve and regulations 

need updating to ensure that ALR residents continue to receive appropriate care and services in accordance with 

prevailing community standards

Yes

The 2012 edition of the NAICS lists both 623311  (assisted living facilities with on-site nursing facilities) and   

623312  (assisted living facilities without on-site nursing care facilities).  These regulations cover both categories of assisted 

living facilities.   Skilled Nursing Facilities (NAICS 623310) are covered by a separate set of regulations. 

See previous response

Difficult to determine.  HEALTH'S licensing database (L2K) indicates a total of 62 ALR licensees.  These facilities range from 

local elements of a national chain (17) to not-for profit and small family-owned operations.  However, there is insufficient 

information available to determine which of the non-chain affiliated licensees may be a small business.

See previous response

Seldom.  Furthermore, even when a licensee contacts HEALTH, their small business status may not become obvious during 

the conversation. 
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Approx. $159,400 (1.6 FTE) per year

The family members of ALR residents would have no easy way to ensure that they receive appropriate care and services in 

accordance with prevailing community standards.  These regulations are particularly important for oversight of ALRs that 

will expand their scope of activities to include limited health services. 

FY-2015 HEALTH Budget Data - Average cost per FTE

All licensed assisted living residences are required to maintain certain records as part of their 

day-to-day operations.  However, there are no specific requirements that pertain to small 

business.

See response to Question 1

All licensed assisted living residences are required to provide oversight for their day-to-day 

operations.  However, there are no specific requirements that pertain to small business.

There is no specific requirement to hire additional employees.  However, if the ALR choses to 

offer some of the new services that can be made available under the new regulations (e.g., 

limited health services), additional staff would be required to provide these services to residents.
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Typically no. 

No specific products are required.  However, the regulations establish specific requirements for a 

assisted living residence that are directed to ensuring that ALR residents receive appropriate 

care and services in accordance with prevailing community standards.  This is especially true if 

the ALR intends to offer limited health services.  However, there are no additional requirements 

that are unique to a small business.

It depends.  Most of the facility requirements are actually based on either Federal or national 

consensus standards.  While some of these standards are quite prescriptive, others are more 

general in nature.  As a result, there is often a number of ways that compliance with these 

standards can be achieved.

Regular inspection of assisted living residence facilities is the best method of insuring that 

day-to-day operations of the facility are conducted in such a manner that residents receive 

appropriate care and services in accordance with prevailing community standards

In addition to the base license fee under the current regulations, the proposed amendments 

establish additional license fees for Alzheimer/Dementia special care units and offering limited 

health services.  However, these additional services are optional and do not have to be offered 

by all ALR licensees.

All assisted living residences are required to provide periodic in-service training to staff.  

However, there are no training requirements specific to small businesses.
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Possibly.  The current trend in the industry is to provide additional services not authorized under 

current regulations.  The industry as a whole has been advocating for a statute/regulation 

change that allows them to offer these expanded services.

As noted in the response to previous questions, many of the requirements are based on Federal 

and national consensus standards.  Consequently, flexibility in reporting requirements would be 

limited to what was required pursuant to that standard.

See previous response

See previous response

Many of the standards are, at least in part, already performance based.  However, the nature of 

the regulations does not lend itself to a totally performance-based standard
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Regulations are health & safety based.  Alternate standards would not be appropriate.

While the process was not exclusive to small businesses, HEALTH conducted a community 

review process during the development of these amendments.  As a result of comments 

received during community review, a number of changes were made which reduced the 

regulatory burden on licensees while still maintaining HEALTH's ability to ensure that ALR 


