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Welcome to the Alberta Government’s 
International Education Guides
The international Qualifications Assessment service (iQAs) developed the international 
education Guides for educational institutions, employers and professional licensing bodies to help 
facilitate and streamline their decisions regarding the recognition of international credentials. 

These guides compare educational systems from around the world to educational standards in canada. 
The assessment recommendations contained in the guides are based on extensive research and well 
documented standards and criteria. This research project, a first in canada, is based on a broad range of 
international resources and considerable expertise within the iQAs program.

organizations can use these guides to make accurate and efficient decisions regarding the 
recognition of international credentials. The international education Guides serve as a resource 
comparing Alberta standards with those of other countries, and will assist all those who need to 
make informed decisions, including:

•	 employers who need to know whether an applicant with international credentials meets the 
educational requirements for a job, and how to obtain information comparing the applicant’s 
credentials to educational standards in Alberta and canada

•	 educational institutions that need to make a decision about whether a prospective student 
meets the education requirements for admission, and that need to find accurate and reliable 
information about the educational system of another country

•	 professional licensing bodies that need to know whether an applicant meets the educational 
standards for licensing bodies

The guides include: 

•	 a country overview

•	 a historical education overview

•	 descriptions of school education; higher education; professional, technical and vocational 
education; teacher education

•	 grading scales

•	 educational credentials documentation 

•	 a bibliography

•	 placement recommendations for comparison with established standards and application  
in Alberta, canada
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Country Overview

land
often referred to as an eastern european country, poland 
is actually located west of the geographic centre of europe. 
The capital, Warsaw, is located in the central-east part of 
the country on the Vistula river. Warsaw’s metropolitan 
area covers approximately 517 square kilometres.

Figure 2: mAp of polAnd

Source: 
www.

worldatlas.com, 2009

poland is primarily flat, with some rolling hills. many 
rivers crisscross the country, the most significant of which 
is the Vistula, running from the mountains to the coast. 
The baltic sea coastline boasts many picturesque beaches 
and sand dunes. in the north, thick forests interspersed 
with lakes and marshes dominate the landscape. in the 
northeast, europe’s last stand of primeval forest provides 
a home to europe’s only wild bison and the forest horse, 
tarpan. The sudety mountains and the carpathian 
mountains border poland’s southern boundary. 

due to its geographic location poland has a moderate, 
transitory climate influenced by the humid winds of the 
Atlantic ocean and the hot, dry air currents of euroasia. 
six seasons may be distinguished: 

•	 a snowy winter of one to three months

•	 an early spring with alternating wintry and spring-like 
conditions

•	 a predominantly sunny spring

•	 a warm summer with plenty of rain and sunshine

•	 a sunny, warm autumn

•	 a foggy, humid pre-winter period

poland is rich in natural resources. it is among the world’s 
largest producers of black and brown coal, copper, zinc, 
lead, sulphur, rock salt, silver and construction minerals. 
The country has been famous since antiquity for its amber, 

Alberta is seven hours behind UTC and thus eight hours 
behind Poland, which lies within the Central European 
Time (CET) zone.

Poland is the ninth largest country in Europe. With a total 
area of 312, 679 square kilometres, it is approximately 
half the size of Alberta’s 661,190 square kilometres.

Figure 1: locAtion of polAnd in europe

Source: http://pl.wikipedia.org, 2009

poland’s current boundaries were established after the 
second World War at the Yalta conference in 1945 and 
sealed at the conference in potsdam that same year. today, 
poland shares borders with Germany to the west, the czech 
republic and slovakia to the south, and ukraine, belarus, 
lithuania and russia to the east. poland has 770 kilometres 
of baltic sea coastline (440 kilometres as an official 
sea border), and shares maritime boundaries, including 
agreements about sovereignty over international and/or 
territorial waters, with Germany and russia.

http://www.worldatlas.com
http://www.worldatlas.com
http://pl.wikipedia.org
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transported along the Amber route from the baltic sea 
to the Adriatic coast. The largest amounts of amber, often 
called baltic gold, were found at the mouth of the Vistula 
river and on the sambia peninsula (now in russia’s 
Kaliningrad region).

poland’s topography and climate support agriculture as an 
important part of the country’s life and economy. in spite 
of heavy industrialization in the communist era, poland 
remains one of europe’s last agrarian societies, with over 
one quarter of the population and almost one half of its 
total land area devoted to farming. traditionally, poland is  
a producer of wheat, rye, potatoes, apples and meat (pork 
and poultry). 

people
population 
As a result of the tragic events of the second World War 
and the enforced political changes right after the war, 
poland’s society lost its rich, multicultural makeup and 
became an ethnically homogenous state. The communist 
government was not interested in addressing the issues of 
small national minorities and promoted the image of a one-
nation country for over forty years. 

After 1989 new laws were introduced addressing the 
situation of minority groups in poland. The constitution 
of 1997 (currently in force) guarantees equal rights and 
freedoms to all citizens. 

According to the concise statistical Yearbook of poland 
2008, published by the General statistical office (Gus), 
as of december 2007 the population was 38,116,000. 
nine national minority groups live in poland, with 
Germans constituting the largest group (around 150, 000), 
followed by belarusians (around 50,000) and ukrainians 
(approximately 30,000). The remaining groups, represented 
by small numbers of people, are czechs, lithuanians, 
Armenians, russians, slovaks and Jews. four ethnic 
minorities are also officially recognized: Karaim, lemki, 
roma (Gypsy) and tartar.

The majority of the population, over 23 million people,  
lives in urban areas. close to 15 million people reside in 
rural areas.

language and culture
polish is the official language of the country, with over 97 
per cent of the population using it as a first language of 
communication. in 2005 national and ethnic minorities 
were officially given the right to use their languages freely 
for minority publications, instruction and festivities. 

Poland’s literacy rate is an impressive 99.8 per cent—
higher than Canada’s 99.0 per cent.

despite the turbulent history and the disappearance of 
their country from the map of europe for over a century, 
poles have managed to maintain an unbroken cultural 
heritage dating back to medieval times. The culture of 
poland has always included a great variety of folk traditions, 
with influences from france, scandinavia, russia and 
the ukraine. poland’s strong connections to the roman 
catholic church have resulted in participation in all 
the major movements of Western culture: renaissance, 
baroque, enlightenment and romanticism. 

since the end of the 18th century literature has become 
the main form for expressing a polish national identity, 
with writers taking on the roles of moral, spiritual and, 
very often, political leaders. language became the peoples’ 
homeland. today, the cultural life of poland flourishes  
and remains an integral part of the society. poles enjoy 
8,500 public libraries, 720 museums, almost 300 public  
art galleries and over 200 professional live  
performance theatres.

religion
The overwhelming majority of the polish population 
(almost 90 per cent) is roman catholic. Although the 
country claims no official religion, poland is among the 
most uniformly catholic countries in the world. The 
roman catholic church in poland enjoys immense social 
prestige and political influence, strengthened by the long 
pontificate of pope John paul ii (previously a polish 
cardinal and the Archbishop of Krakow; born Karol 
Wojtyla). however, the christian orthodox and protestant 
churches remain strong. The 1997 constitution (currently 
in force) guarantees religious freedom and poland also has 
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communities of non-christian faiths such as Jews and a 
small number of muslims and buddhists. in total, 15 active 
non-catholic religious groups are represented in poland.

polish residents in canada
The first wave of polish immigration to canada took place 
in the second half of the 19th century. The majority of 
people came from the Austrian area of partitioned poland; 
most were peasants who settled in the prairies, mainly 
manitoba. until 1944 canada’s largest polish community 
was located in Winnipeg. 

The end of the second World War brought another large 
group of immigrants, consisting mainly of former soldiers 
and those who could not foresee a future in communist 
poland. The latest wave of immigration took place after 
1981 due to a deep economic crisis and, as it seemed at the 
time, the loss of their hopes for changing the destiny of the 
homeland. This generation of well-educated and determined 
professionals settled mostly in the cities, about half of them 
in ontario. 

According to the 2006 census, over 170,000 of canada’s 
permanent residents were born in poland and 101,000 
speak polish at home. most polish canadians live in 
toronto (21 per cent). They cultivate their culture and 
tradition, yet assimilate well and contribute significantly to 
the prosperity of their new home, canada.

origins and the piast dynasty  
(prior to 1386)
The name poland (Polska) is derived from the name of a 
single slavic tribe, Polanie. The Polanie took their name 
from the slavic word pole, meaning “field.” And they were, 
literally, “dwellers in the fields,” as their territory was indeed 
one of the open fields. 

some time in the 9th century the Polanie tribe established 
hereditary rulership. The house of piast rose to power, 
marking the beginning of a recognizable territorial unity. in 
966 prince mieszko, poland’s first historical ruler, accepted 
christianity from rome and placed his lands directly under 
the authority of the holy see. 

The next few centuries brought internal conflicts, 
fragmentation, a mongol invasion and continuous 
struggle with the growing power of the teutonic Knights 
order. in 1333 casimir (Kazimierz) was crowned the 
last, and greatest, of the piast dynasty kings. under the 
rule of casimir the Great (the only polish king bearing 
this appellation), poland became a powerful and united 
kingdom. he rebuilt the country’s military, economic, legal 
and educational structures. in 1364 casimir founded a 
university in Krakow known initially by its latin name, 
Studium Generale. The school later became the famous 
Jagiellonian university.

Jagiellonian poland (1386–1572)
in the late 14th century, the Grand duchy of lithuania, 
poland’s eastern neighbour, was europe’s last pagan land. 
lithuania, stretching from the baltic to black seas, was 
tormented by the teutonic Knights and was unstable due 
to internal conflicts. The Kingdom of poland was also 
going through a period of political instability. in 1386 the 
lithuanian Grand duke Jogaila was baptized Wladyslaw 
Jagiello and married to Jadwiga, queen of poland. his 
coronation united the two countries under the crown of 
poland. in 1410 the joint lithuanian–polish army defeated 
the teutonic order in the famous battle of Grunwald. 
later, after the Thirteen Years’ War, the Knights’ territory 
became a vassal state of the polish crown. 

cultural and intellectual life flourished under the 
Jagiellonian dynasty. The university in Krakow became a 
major centre of humanities, science and culture. The polish 
language developed into a literary medium through the 

Alberta’s largest communities of Polish immigrants are 
located in Edmonton (54,000) and Calgary (39,000).

history
poland has a complex history that begins and ends with 
its geographic location. positioned in the centre of europe, 
poland simultaneously faces the christian West and the 
orthodox and islamic east. polish history includes glorious 
achievements and tragic disasters, great victories against 
all odds, and declines caused by internal bickering and 
corruption. polish borders have expanded—at one time 
stretching from the baltic sea to the black sea—only to 
shrink and eventually disappear entirely from the map of 
19th century europe. poland’s return to freedom has been 
marked with innumerable tragedies, yet the nation has 
survived to be free to write its own history once again.
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works of several writers and poets. during this era, called 
the Golden Age, poland expanded its borders to become the 
largest country in europe.

polish–lithuanian commonwealth 
(1572 –1795)
The Jagiellonian dynasty ended in 1572 when King 
sigismund ii Augustus (Zygmunt August) died with 
no heirs. in the few years preceding his death the king 
succeeded in establishing a federative state of two nations 
through the union of lublin. This pact united the two 
countries, poland and lithuania, into a single state that 
would have a jointly elected mutual king–grand duke and 
legislature. territories, administration, laws, treasuries 
and armies would remain separate. The republic of two 
nations (Republika Obojga Narodow) lasted for the next two 
centuries, with the term “poland” used for both parts of 
the state. it was a multi-ethnic and multifaith country of 11 
million inhabitants.

The commonwealth gradually came to be dominated by 
the nobility class, called szlachta. Given more and more 
privileges by subsequent kings, szlachta grew into power 
with practically unlimited political influence and the ability 
to break parliamentary decisions. The arrogance of szlachta 
and the practice of unrestricted elections to the throne 
gradually disintegrated the commonwealth’s democratic 
system. constant wars with neighbours, economic crises 
and the growing powers of russia, prussia and the 
habsburg family in Vienna weakened poland’s military 
and political status. in 1795, following the final partitioning 
of its territories by russia, prussia and Austria, and the 
abdication of its last king, the republic of two nations 
ceased to exist.

stateless nation (1795–1918)
poles never accepted the loss of independence. The military 
and political victories of napoleon bonaparte raised some 
temporary hopes for the re-creation of poland. but the 
failure of his campaign against russia in 1812, in which 
nearly 100,000 polish soldiers participated, shattered those 
hopes. The victorious anti-napoleonic coalition re-drafted 
the map of europe at the congress of Vienna without 
including poland as a political entity. 

poles also made their own military efforts to regain 
independence. during the 19th century they organized 

five uprisings, all of them unsuccessful and followed by 
extreme reactions from russia. A wave of executions, 
mass deportations and imprisonments swept the country. 
churches and social institutions were closed, and education 
in polish beyond the primary level was abolished. 

poles finally realized that only a major european upheaval 
was likely to change the balance of political power and 
give poland a chance for the rebirth of their statehood. 
Therefore, they turned their efforts toward preserving 
national identity through intellectual life, culture and 
religion. literature, with its patriotic ideals, shaped the 
polish mentality. in addition, “organic work” (praca 
organiczna), which aimed at strengthening the society and 
its economy by peaceful means, was quite successful. polish 
culture was also cultivated far from home, wherever poles 
settled in large numbers—in particular, the united states, 
canada, brazil, Argentina and Australia.

rebirth through the  
second World War (1918–45)
poland was restored as a nation in 1918, but not for long. 
on 1 september 1939, the beginning of the second World 
War, the country was invaded by the nazi army from the 
west and a few weeks later by the soviet Army from the 
east. poles, fighting fiercely from the very first day, were 
doomed; poland was once again divided and occupied. 
The polish government was forced to leave the country but 
remained representative of a sovereign poland. 

hitler and stalin came to an agreement on a final 
partitioning of poland. The soviets took eastern Galicia 
(now western ukraine) and the lands east of the bug river 
and incorporated them into the soviet ukraine and belarus. 
About a million-and-a-half people were deported from 
these areas and relocated deep into the ussr. Germany 
split its share of the occupied land in two. A central region, 
called the General Government (Generalna Gubernia), was 
created, headed by hans frank. This area was meant to 
provide slave labour and free natural resources for the Third 
reich until the end of the second World War. The rest of 
poland was immediately incorporated as part  
of Germany. 

from the very beginning of the war, poles initiated many 
forms of resistance against the invaders, from the sabotage 
of work in the occupying nations’ factories and farms, 
to secretly run schools at all levels. They organized an 
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underground state and, in 1942, a military conspiracy called 
the home Army (Armia Krajowa), which was loyal to the 
government in exile. polish troops, organized in the west, 
fought in europe and north Africa. polish pilots played a 
deciding role in the victorious battle of britain in 1940–41. 
one of the greatest polish contributions to the war effort lay 
in passing on to the Allies secrets of the German ciphering 
machine “enigma”—a code that was broken in the early 
1930s by the polish mathematician, marian rejewski. 

The second World War was a catastrophe for poland  
on a scale that very few countries have experienced at any 
time in human history. by the end of the war, 20 per cent 
of the population was dead—six million civilians, including 
three million Jews, were killed. polish military losses were 
close to 400,000 soldiers. due to systematic extermination, 
poland lost 45 per cent of its doctors, 57 per cent of its 
lawyers, 30 per cent of its engineers and technologists 
and 40 per cent of its university professors. After an 
unsuccessful uprising in 1944, Warsaw was leveled to the 
ground on hitler’s personal orders. ninety-five per cent 
of all art and cultural artifacts were stolen or destroyed. 
industrial and commercial enterprises were also left in 
ruins. With the fall of the Third reich, and finding no 
support in the West, poland once again effectively lost any 
chance for independence and became a satellite state of the 
soviet union. 

the holocaust
in 1939 over 3.3 million Jews (10 per cent of the total 
population) lived in poland. Warsaw had the largest Jewish 
community, constituting 40 per cent of the city. most 
Jews lived in the cities of eastern and central poland. The 
majority were merchants and craftsmen who remained very 
traditional and conservative in their ways of life. Though 
most knew some polish, Yiddish was their preferred daily 
language. Jewish cultural life flourished, with over 130 
periodicals and Yiddish language theatres. many Jews 
made outstanding contributions to polish intellectual life, 
education and literature. 

but polish–Jewish co-existence was not easy and conflicts 
occasionally erupted, especially among post-secondary 
students, with feelings of antagonism experienced on both 
sides. it is possible that over time these communities would 
have worked out better relations; tragically, neither of them 
had a chance to do so. 

The holocaust, the nazis’ “final solution to the Jewish 
problem,” claimed millions of lives through the gas 
chambers. in concentration camps people were starved, 
worked to death and subjected to numerous other 
inhumanities. Thousands of Jews died in the Warsaw 
Ghetto uprising in 1943. The majority of Jews who survived 
the war (around 300,000) left for the united states, israel 
and other countries, as the memories of recent horrors made 
it impossible for them to remain in poland.

from the “people’s poland” to the 
third republic (1945–present)
in 1947 the soviet union instituted a government in  
poland very similar to governments in the rest of the 
eastern bloc. political, economic and military ties were 
further strengthened through the Warsaw pact. A 
new 1952 constitution proclaimed the official name of 
the country as the people’s republic of poland (Polska 
Rzeczpospolita Ludowa). 

during the following years of totalitarian rule by the 
communists, and despite the cold War and relative 
isolation from the western world, poles did not give up on 
their dream of real freedom. several times they challenged 
the economic and social principles of the imposed system, 
with major conflicts taking place in 1956, 1970 and 1980. 
The polish catholic church played an enormous role in 
supporting the nation’s efforts. 

in August 1980 a countrywide movement, solidarity 
(Solidarnosc), forced the government to sign an agreement 
that legalized this new independent trade union. over time, 
solidarity became an influential political movement, playing 
a major role in the collapse of communism in poland and 
throughout soviet europe. The parliamentary election  
of 1989 marked the beginning of poland’s journey  
toward democracy. 

The next decade brought a profound transformation 
of political life. new parties entered the scene and old 
ones underwent change. A parliamentary democracy 
was established and the electoral system was reformed. 
The Warsaw pact was dissolved in 1991; in 1999 poland 
formally joined nAto (the north Atlantic treaty 
organization). on 1 may 2004 poland was accepted as a 
full member of the european union. 
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Administration
state administration
The constitution of April 1997 established the country’s 
official name as the republic of poland (Rzeczpospolita 
Polska). As a way of connecting with historical tradition, a 
less formal name, the “Third republic,” is also commonly 
used. The republic of poland is a unitary state with a 
government based on the separation of legislative, executive 
and judicial powers. legislative power is vested in the 
lower house of parliament, called the Sejm, and the senate. 
members of both are elected by popular vote to a four- 
year term. The Sejm has 460 members; the senate has  
100 members. 

The Sejm and the senate, presided over by the Sejm speaker, 
form the national Assembly (Zgromadzenie Narodowe). 
The president is the country’s head of state. elected by 
universal suffrage—also for a four-year term—the president 
appoints the prime minister and following this appointment 
nominates the members of the council of ministers. Within 
fourteen days of his appointment, the prime minister must 
present his or her program to the Sejm and undergo a vote 
of confidence. 

The judicial power of the republic of poland is given to 
courts and tribunals. The supreme court, common courts, 
administrative courts and military courts administer 
justice. Judges are appointed for an indefinite period by the 
president of the republic on the motion of the national 
council of the Judiciary. 

poland’s state administration resides in the capital, Warsaw. 

Table 1:  officiAl nAtionAl holidAYs obserVed  
in polAnd

DATE HolIDAy EvENT CElEBrATED

3 May Constitution 
Day

Proclamation of the constitution of 3 
May 1791

11 November Independence 
Day

Achievement of independence on 11 
November 1918

national symbols
Figure 3: polAnd’s flAG

Source: www.president.pl, 2009

poland’s national flag consists of two parallel horizontal 
bands of equal width. The top one is white and the bottom 
one is deep red. The flag can also be displayed vertically, 
with the white stripe on the left side. 

The colours were officially introduced as national in 1831. 
They most likely originate from the coats of arms of the two 
nations of the polish–lithuanian commonwealth (both of 
which used white figures on a red background). 

There is also a legally reserved version of the flag—having 
the national coat of arms in the middle of the white stripe—
for use abroad and at sea. This is the preferred flag among 
immigrant communities.

Figure 4: polAnd’s coAt of Arms

Source: www.president.pl, 2009

The coat of arms of the republic of poland is the image of a 
crowned white eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla) upon a red shield. 
The eagle is looking to its right and wearing a gold crown. 
its beak and powerful claws are golden. 

The image of a white eagle was first used in the 13th century 
as a heraldic symbol of the piast dynasty. in 1919, upon 
restoration of the state, the parliament proclaimed this eagle 
as poland’s national coat of arms. 

The design as it is known today was completed in 1927. 
After 1945 the eagle was “uncrowned” by the communist 
government. in 1990 the royal insignia and dignity were 
returned, and the current coat of arms has been confirmed 
by the latest constitution. 

http://www.president.pl
http://www.president.pl
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territorial administration
since 1999 poland has had a basic three-level territorial 
division. its levels, from smallest to largest, are: 

•	 gmina (commune)

•	 powiat (municipality)

•	 wojewodztwo (province) 

poland is divided into 16 provinces. The provincial governor 
(wojewoda or voivode), represents the government and the 
state administration in the province.

Figure 5: polAnd’s AdministrAtiVe reGions

Source: www.poland.gov.pl/ 2009

1. dolnoslaskie (lower silesia)
2. Kujawsko-pomorskie
3. lodzkie
4. lubelskie
5. lubuskie
6. malopolskie
7. mazowieckie
8. opolskie
9. podkarpackie
10. podlaskie
11. pomorskie (pomerania)
12. slaskie (silesia)
13. swietokrzyskie
14. Warminsko-mazurskie
15. Wielkopolskie
16. Zachodnio-pomorskie (West pomerania)

economy
The transition of poland’s economy from state-run to 
free market was fast and turbulent. The new democratic 
government inherited neglected agriculture, an obsolete 
industrial infrastructure, low productivity and a growing 
deficit. in order to achieve some stability, the minister of 
finance introduced a so-called “shock therapy” plan in 1989. 
The plan had two main objectives: to fight hyperinflation 
and to create the foundation for a free market economy. 
The government froze wages, lifted price controls, phased 
out subsidies to state-owned enterprises and permitted the 
privatization of large industries.

implementation of this ambitious plan brought very high 
unemployment rates—16.4 per cent in 1993, eventually 
dropping to 11.2 per cent in 2009 and still remaining 
relatively high (canada’s average for march 2009 was 8 per 
cent). The most positive impact of the new plan was on the 
inflation rate, which dropped from 70 per cent in 1991 to 
0.8 per cent in 2003. trade and services have experienced 
dynamic growth, contributing in 2007 over 17 per cent to 
the gross domestic product (Gdp). 

poland has become increasingly involved with international 
economic organizations:

•	 in 1991 it joined the council of europe

•	 in 1995 it became a member of the World trade 
organization (Wto)

•	 in 1996 it joined the organization for economic co-
operation and development (oecd) 

poland’s international trade focuses on european markets, 
with Germany being the most important partner (24 per 
cent of imports and 26 per cent of exports). canadian 
imports and exports to poland are quite small, representing 
only 0.2 per cent and 0.4 per cent, respectively, of poland’s 
gross international trade and consisting mostly of electrical 
and mechanical machinery. poland is the second largest 
world producer of native sulphur and the second largest 
european producer of rye and hard coal. 

Poland has developed into one of the fastest growing 
economies in Europe. Its average annual GDP growth 
rate in 2010 was approximately 3.8 per cent, slightly 
higher than Alberta’s 3.5 per cent and Canada’s 3.1 
per cent for the same year.

http://www.poland.gov.pl/
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Historical Education 
Overview

the piast dynasty (prior to 1386)
education and schools in poland first became formalized 
with the acceptance of christianity as a state religion. 
before that, young people gained skills and knowledge 
directly from their elders and through gradual inclusion 
into family and tribe responsibilities. With the growing 
need to enforce and strengthen the new faith, the church 
established the first schools. The earliest ones were 
organized at episcopal cathedrals and initially run by 
foreign clergy. Their structure was based on schools that 
existed already in the West. Their main purpose was to 
prepare future priests and order brothers for missionary 
work and, very often, for holding high positions in  
state administration. 

in 1215 a council of the church in rome recommended 
establishing schools in all churches that could afford a 
teacher. This recommendation had a significant impact on 
the further development of schools across catholic europe, 
including in poland. in 1257 a synod of polish bishops 
released a school regulation, the very first in poland, which 
described organizational principles and curriculum for 
parish schools. 

by the end of the 13th century the network of schools  
had grown. it was characterized by three distinct types  
of institutions: 

•	 cathedral schools

•	 collegiate institutions (privately funded and located at 
bigger churches, with curricula similar to those in the 
cathedral schools)

•	 parish schools

during the 13th and 14th centuries, towns along major 
trade routes grew bigger and wealthier. merchants and 
townspeople were subsidizing many parish schools, and 
municipal authorities felt entitled to make their own choices 
about schools in their parishes. The church was forced to 
adapt school programs according to this new trend, while 
still taking charge of the administration.

in 1364 King casimir the Great received permission from 
the pope to establish a university in Krakow, capital of 
the Kingdom of poland. it was the second university to be 

founded in central europe and consisted of three faculties: 
liberal arts, medicine and law. At that time the school was 
called Studium Generale; it began functioning in 1367. 
unfortunately, King casimir’s successor showed little 
interest in Studium Generale and the school declined over 
the next 30 years. 

Jagiellonian poland (1386–1572)
The european renaissance movement came to poland 
from italy through france and affected many areas of 
life—literature, arts, economy, social life and education. 
The most noticeable educational changes brought about 
by the renaissance took place in cities, where municipal 
administrators were granted more authority to choose 
teachers and to approve the curricula for parish schools. 
The level of education in these schools became quite high 
at the time, as most of the Studium Generale graduates 
went to work as teachers in towns. by the middle of the 
16th century approximately one thousand parish schools 
operated in poland, most of them located in cities. rural 
parish schools during the renaissance in poland were 
not greatly affected by the new philosophy. teachers were 
still appointed by the parish rector (proboszcz). school 
location and teacher responsibilities were decided by church 
authorities exclusively. nevertheless, rural parish schools 
were, in general, the only means of social advancement for 
peasant youths. 

in 1400 the university in Krakow was restored under the 
name of the Academy, owing to the endeavours of Queen 
Jadwiga Jagiello who pleaded its case with the pope. from 
then on it was a full medieval university, consisting of four 
faculties, including the most important of its time, theology. 
The Academy quickly established its position as a high-
ranking scientific and cultural centre. in the second half of 
the 15th century, its colleges of mathematics and astrology 
flourished. during this time, mikolaj Kopernik (Nicolaus 
Copernicus) was a student of the liberal arts faculty. The 
high status of the Academy was reflected in the fact that in 
the years between 1433 and 1510 as many as 44 per cent of 
its students came from countries other than poland. 

When the theological movement of the reformation—
started in Germany by martin luther—reached poland, 
the Krakow Academy rejected its ideas. All printed material 
deemed sympathetic with the new movement, and therefore 
regarded as heretical, was removed from the school. A small 
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group of professors interested in reformation ideas left the 
city, and the reinstated scholastic approach ceased to attract 
international students. only polish and lithuanian scholars 
continued to study in Krakow. Gradually, young noblemen 
interested in learning began to study abroad, particularly 
in bologna and padua. even though some famous polish 
writers graduated from the university at that time, its 
“Golden Age” was coming to a close. 

The reformation movement in poland was a brief but 
eventful period and had a lasting effect on education. 
several non-catholic schools were opened, representing 
new trends in teaching, with more emphasis on secular life 
and the future public responsibilities of pupils. lutheran, 
calvinist and Arian schools were created, most of them  
in the northwest regions of the 16th century Kingdom  
of poland. 

polish–lithuanian 
commonwealth (1572–1795)
in the 17th and 18th centuries the development and 
organization of education in europe was established and 
administered predominantly by the catholic order called 
the society of Jesus, better known as the Jesuits. The Jesuits 
were very active in fighting the protestant reformation, 
realizing early that the most effective way would be through 
education. The network of Jesuit schools grew quickly in  
the second half of the 16th century as they offered  
free education. 

The position of the Jesuits as educators was further 
strengthened by the document called Ratio Studiorum, 
which established principles of school organization and 
administration. it set up the framework, identified the 
educational purposes and defined classes, schedules and 
the curriculum for middle schools. Ratio Studiorum also 
outlined pedagogical methods and requirements for 
teachers, creating a comprehensive educational system. 

Jesuits came to poland in 1564 and by the end of the 16th 
century the order was running 11 schools. two of them 
later became popular universities: the Academy in Vilno 
(1579) and the lvov Academy (1661). by the end of the 18th 
century, the Jesuits were running 66 schools—35 in the 
polish part of the commonwealth and 31 in lithuania—
with a total of about 20,000 students. 

Although extremely important, the influence of the Jesuits 
on education in the Kingdom of two nations should not 
be seen as a monopoly. other networks of schools, held by 
other catholic orders, also existed. most notable were the 
piarists who initially specialized in the education of the 
sons of higher nobility. it was a piarist, stanislaw Konarski, 
who played a key role in the revival and progress of polish 
education in the 18th century. he revised the curriculum 
and the entire educational philosophy of his order, focusing 
on public and free elementary education. 

Konarski also founded a school in Warsaw called Collegium 
Nobilium that offered a broad range of sciences, modern 
languages, law and economics. This school educated several 
political and social reformers. Another interesting initiative 
of this era was the opening of the secular school of his 
majesty and republic’s cadets (Szkola Rycerska Kadetow 
Jego Krolewskiej Mosci i Rzeczpospolitej), created by the last 
polish king, stanislaw August poniatowski. it was the first 
state-funded educational institution in poland. 

in 1773 several events occurred that shaped the future 
of education in poland. The most important of these was 
the establishment of the national education commission 
(Komisja Edukacji Narodowej). sometimes referred to as 
“the first ministry of education in europe,” the commission 
was created following the decision of the Sejm, the polish 
parliament. its program was inspired by Konarski’s 
reform of education. during the following 20 years, the 
commission was in charge of 1,600 parish (elementary) 
schools, 74 secondary schools and the universities in Vilno 
and Krakow. The universities were directly responsible for 
secondary education in their respective nations. two types 
of secondary school programs were available to those with 
elementary education: a six-year “lower” secondary school 
(podwydzialowa) and a seven-year “higher” secondary  
school (wydzialowa). 

curricula were based on national and secular ideals. 
polish replaced latin as the language of instruction at all 
levels of education. modern languages, mathematics and 
natural sciences were included as subjects. in addition to 
theoretical studies, physical education, the arts and hygiene 
were also encouraged. for the first time on a large scale, the 
education of girls was addressed; unfortunately the idea was 
not fully realized as other priorities took precedence. The 
commission also created a comprehensive plan for educating 
teachers in state colleges. 
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in 1775 the national education commission formed 
the society for elementary books (Towarzystwo do Ksiag 
Elementarnych). The role of the society was to create 
textbooks and curricula in polish for all school levels. 
important textbooks and manuals for teachers were 
then printed for—among other subjects—grammar, 
mathematics, logic, physics and ancient history. in 1780 the 
commission reorganized and secularized the Jagiellonian 
university and the Academy in Vilno. 

in the last two decades of the 18th century, while education 
experienced unprecedented progressive reform, a series 
of political events led to the collapse of a once powerful 
country. in 1795 the polish–lithuanian commonwealth 
disappeared from the map of europe, its territories 
swallowed up by russia, prussia and Austria. 

A stateless nation (1795–1918)
for about two decades, the czarist government paid little 
attention to education in its polish provinces. in lithuania, 
belarus and ukraine, polish secondary schools continued 
to function, with some of them also offering courses at a 
university level. The university of Vilno (previously called 
the Academy) was operating as before, and in 1816 a new 
university was founded in Warsaw. 

polish school districts enjoyed a fair degree of autonomy. 
in 1830 the autonomy of the districts was withdrawn 
and a number of schools were closed. russian became 
the language of instruction, and it was introduced as a 
compulsory subject. czarist authorities took over the task of 
hiring teachers and maintained close control of elementary 
and secondary school programs. 

schools in polish lands taken by prussia were immediately 
and directly included into the prussian state administration 
and unified within the existing school system. German 
became the language of instruction. following the spring of 
nations events that swept europe in the mid-19th century, 
polish became the acceptable language of instruction in 
lower elementary and in some protestant secondary schools, 
but only for a brief period. no polish universities existed 
in lands annexed to prussia. Those looking for higher 
education were obliged to know German and to study in 
German universities.

Austrian Galicia was socially and economically backward 
and poor. elementary education remained in the hands of 

the church and the level of schooling was low, especially in 
rural areas. except for the first three grades, lessons across 
the system were conducted in German or latin. teachers 
were not adequately prepared for their profession and 
worked under the extremely close control of the Austrian 
government. The university in lvov (previously lvov 
Academy) was closed, and the Jagiellonian university 
functioned for several decades as a German institution. 
following the granting of autonomy in 1866, the entire 
school system in Galicia was re-polonized. poorly funded, 
however, and governed by conservative boards, the network 
of elementary schools grew slowly and was unable to lower 
the illiteracy rate.

After failed efforts to regain political independence, the 
polish people turned to preserving national culture as a 
means of survival. Wherever political or social organizing 
was permitted, polish schoolteachers formed the backbone 
of the national movement by opening several voluntary 
associations. Their focus was often on rural areas, 
where access to education was very limited. The most 
active societies were the society for popular education 
(Towarzystwo Oswiaty Ludowej) and the society for 
popular reading rooms (Towarzystow Czytelni Ludowych). 
They organized hundreds of polish libraries and offered 
numerous lectures in the polish language. 

by the turn of the 19th century, a strong network of 
secret polish cultural and educational institutions existed 
in prussia and russia. The most famous of them was 
the flying university (Uniwersytet Latajacy), founded in 
Warsaw in 1885 by a woman. to avoid detection by the 
czarist authorities, weekly meetings took place in different 
locations. The school consisted of four faculties and issued 
diplomas after students passed final examinations as 
rigorous as those required by state institutions. Among 
the teachers of the flying university were the best polish 
academics of the time; their most famous graduate was 
maria sklodowska-curie. 

to bypass the state educational system, industrial 
entrepreneurs founded private schools such as Warsaw 
polytechnic and higher technical school. in addition 
to organized education, self-education—aided by the 
periodical called Guidebook for the Self-Taught (Poradnik Dla 
Samoukow)—became extremely popular in all three parts of 
the former kingdom.
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rebirth and the second  
World War (1918–45)
The Great War shifted political and military powers in 
europe and gave poles their long-awaited independence. 
one of the first tasks of the new government was to bring 
together, through the unified school system, a nation 
broken into several pieces. The main challenges lay in a high 
illiteracy rate and in social diversities. 

The first education law was passed in 1919, introducing 
compulsory, free and public school for all children between 
the ages of 7 and 14. higher education institutions (heis) 
were enjoying a high level of autonomy, including five 
universities: Krakow, lvov, poznan, Warsaw and Vilno. 
The greatest success during this “second republic” was 
the reduction of the illiteracy rate from 33 per cent in 
1922 to 18 per cent in 1937. Another accomplishment 
of the interwar period was the creation of the polish 
teachers Association (Zwiazek Nauczycielstwa Polskiego), 
an organization that sets professional standards and unites 
polish teachers to this day. 

The events that led to and immediately followed the loss 
of independence in the fall of 1939 marked a particularly 
tragic period for the country, people, culture and education. 
systematic attempts were made to destroy polish identity 
using public policies and the physical extermination 
of teachers and cultural leaders. in the area directly 
taken over by Germany, all polish schools were closed. 
teachers and university professors were arrested and 
sent to concentration camps or deported. in the general 
government (Generalna Gubernia) area, the nazis left some 
polish elementary schools with very limited programs. 
in the lands occupied by the soviet union all private 
schools were closed. new curricula were introduced with 
an emphasis on ideological education. The textbooks used 
were simply translations from the russian language. stalin’s 
government also closed the university of Vilno and handed 
it to the administration of the lithuanian soviet republic. 

The polish people’s reaction to these events was almost 
instinctive, based on the experiences of their recent 
history. The teaching of children was carried on, in secret, 
everywhere—in all the occupied cities, in the partisans’ 
refuges in the forests and even in Jewish ghettos and 
concentration camps. As early as october 1939, activists 

from the polish teachers Association in Warsaw formed 
the secret teachers organizations (Tajna Organizacja 
Nauczycielska—ton). 

The ton organized a network of underground schools 
of all levels, with enormous support from the polish 
population. by 1942 approximately 1.5 million children 
were attending elementary school classes; by 1944 over 
100,000 students were participating in secondary school 
programs; thousands of young people were studying at 
clandestine universities. The secret education network was 
the biggest underground organization in occupied poland. 
in nazi-controlled europe, poland was the only country 
able to develop such a system.

The second World War left polish educational resources 
severely depleted. by 1945 around 9,000 teachers and 
over 600 university faculty members were lost. over 7,000 
public and vocational schools were demolished, including 
80 teachers’ colleges. university laboratories, libraries and 
teaching facilities were largely destroyed or taken away by 
the occupiers. 

from the “peoples’ poland” to the 
third republic (1945–present)
during the first three years following the second World 
War, no radical reforms or changes were introduced to the 
educational system in poland. most efforts were directed 
toward rebuilding and then expanding the network of 
schools. elementary education was free and compulsory; 
schools used slightly modified pre-war curricula and 
textbooks. numerous teachers’ lyceums were being opened 
quickly, as losses in the teaching cadre had to be restored. 

There was also a great demand for adult education, as 
not all young people had been able to participate in 
classes organized during the war. All types of cultural 
and educational institutions responded to this need. 
universities, social groups, public libraries and youth 
associations organized courses for adults. in the academic 
year 1946–47 most of the old universities opened again 
and new ones were created, with a total enrollment of 
approximately 55,000 students. 

The year 1948 marked the beginning of a dark period in the 
post-war history of poland. The polish united Workers’ 
party (Polska Zjednoczona Partia Robotnicza), supported by 
stalin, gained full control of every aspect of life, including 
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all levels of education. school curricula were changed to 
include a huge marxist–leninist ideology. The previous 
plan of a universal eight-year elementary school program 
was abandoned and replaced with seven years of compulsory 
education. russian language was incorporated as a 
compulsory subject. history textbooks were altered to omit 
the soviet involvement in the 1939 invasion of poland. The 
focus of education was to serve growing industry. Therefore, 
basic vocational education became a priority. The central 
office of professional education (Centralny Urzad Szkolenia 
Zawodowego), created in 1949, governed education. 

drastic changes also affected higher education. universities 
lost their autonomy and their printing houses were 
closed. All theological faculties were removed by the 
government except for two theological academies created 
as a compromise with the influential catholic church. on 
the other hand, the post-war years were very successful 
in increasing school attendance to 99 per cent of children 
between the ages of 7 and 14 and in lowering the  
illiteracy level. 

change came with the end of stalinism in 1956. The 
polish government introduced school reform that affected 
the whole educational system. first of all, the central 
office of professional education was closed and the 
ministry of education (Ministerstwo Oswiaty) took over 
the administration of vocational education. Also in 1956, 
universities were given some autonomy through their 
partially restored self-governments. The professors who 
had been previously dismissed were allowed to resume their 
jobs. The state government did, however, retain extensive 
control of academic life. 

legislation passed in 1961 extended elementary schooling 
to eight years with the view that this would ensure students 
would be better prepared to continue their vocational, 
professional or academic education at the secondary level. 
school was compulsory until the age of 17. 

upon successful completion of an eight-year elementary 
school program, young people could choose to continue 
their education in four-year general lyceums or five-year 
technical secondary schools. At the end of these programs 
a state examination, called matriculation (Matura), was 
required of those who intended to continue their studies 
at the tertiary level. for students who finished elementary 
education and were interested in employment only, 

numerous vocational schools were available, offering mostly 
two-year or three-year programs to prepare skilled workers. 

from 1962 until 1991, under the communist 
administration, education in poland was based on centrally 
set standards and control. curricula were uniform 
and inflexible, focused on moulding pupils rather than 
encouraging creativity and freethinking. teachers were 
closely monitored to assure the ideological correctness 
of their work. The knowledge acquired in primary and 
general secondary schools was very theoretical and did not 
harmonize with local needs and differences or with the 
demands of the labour market. With the exception of the 
catholic university of lublin, the higher education sector 
consisted only of state institutions. 

The rapid social, economic and political transformations 
that took place in poland after 1989 imposed a need to 
change the educational system. in July 1991 the education 
system Act (Ustawa o systemie oswiaty) abolished the state 
monopoly on education and set the principles for creating 
non-state schools. two years later the minister of education 
approved the comprehensive reform implementation plan, 
but this was delayed due to insufficient funding. under 
the circumstances, local governments were reluctant to 
participate in the decentralization process and to take over 
the responsibilities of running the schools.

The new polish constitution, enacted in 1997, extended 
compulsory education from 17 to 18 years of age and 
confirmed universal and equal access to education for all 
citizens. it also reaffirmed the autonomy of heis and 
proclaimed the right to establish non-public schools at all 
levels. A year later, after some amendments to the 1991 
education system Act, a strategic plan for educational 
reform was introduced. its implementation started in 
september 1999. 

on 19 June 1999, the ministers responsible for higher 
education in 29 european countries, including poland, 
signed an agreement often referred to as the “bologna 
declaration” or “bologna Accord.” The purpose of the 
agreement was to create a european higher education 
system based on a common structure, high quality 
assurance standards and transferability of academic degrees. 
poland, being a signatory of the bologna Accord, has been 
very active in reforming and applying new ideas to its 
educational system. 
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As a result, poland has adopted a new structure for post-
secondary studies. The five-year integrated first-degree 
program is being gradually replaced with new programs: 
a three-year first-cycle (licentiate) degree and a two-
year second-cycle (master’s) degree. The country is also 
contributing to refining the project through several studies, 
conferences and meetings. today, the bologna declaration 
has 46 signatories who meet on a regular basis, as the 
social and economic contexts of the participating countries 
change, demanding constant review of the  
implementation process. 

from 1989 through 2009, poland has made several efforts 
to reform its educational system and to adapt it to the 
new visions of the european and world communities. The 
most challenging part of the transformation process has 
been balancing a deep, historically conditioned need for 
preserving the country’s unique educational legacy with its 
desire to become united with the open modern world.

School Education

overview
between 1948 and 1965, the primary school (szkoła 
podstawowa) program was seven years long. together 
with a four-year general secondary school program (called 
liceum), these levels constituted an 11-year cycle of general 
education. (The term liceum is commonly used in poland’s 
official and everyday terminology. it refers to a general, non-
technical secondary school that offers courses preparing 
for higher education and leading to the matriculation 
examination.)

primary school was extended to eight years following the 
introduction of the 1961 educational system development 
Act (Ustawa o rozwoju systemu oswiaty i wychowania). 
compulsory education covered Grades 1 to 8 (ages 7 to 15). 
As part of the reform, new curricula were introduced in 
Grades 5 to 8. over the next 30 years, these eight years of 
compulsory elementary school were the basic components 
of the polish school system. upon completion of Grade 8, 
students had access to further stages of education, ranging 
from three to five years in length, in various vocational and 
secondary schools.

At the time of writing, the following acts defined the 
framework for the current polish school education system:

•	 The school education system Act (Ustawa o systemie 
oswiaty) of 7 september 1991 (with later amendments)

•	 The regulations on implementation of the education 
system reform Act (Przepisy wprowadzajace reforme 
ustroju szkolnego) of 8 January 1999 (also with later 
amendments)

The 1991 act made education compulsory until the age of 18 
(inclusive). full-time compulsory education in poland lasts 
10 years and includes one year of “Grade Zero” (zerowka), 
which is the year of preparation for primary school, six years 
of primary school (szkoly podstawowa) and three years of 
lower secondary school (gimnazjum). full-time compulsory 
education usually ends when the student reaches the age 
of 16, but (if necessary) can be extended until the student 
reaches 18 years of age.
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This law addresses the issue of minorities’ rights to 
education in their indigenous languages, as guaranteed 
by the constitution. The new system also encompasses 
educational centres for extracurricular activities (including 
artistic and leisure), practical training, psychological and 
educational guidance services, and correctional education 
for children deprived of proper parental care.

Figure 6: structure of the school educAtion sYstem, pre-1999 reforms

AGE ClASS

Tertiary education

Supplementary 
technikum

Supplementary 
liceum

19–20 5 Technical  
Secondary School 
(technikum)18–19 4 General  

Secondary School 
(liceum)

vocational  
Secondary School 
(liceum zawodowe)17–18 3

16–17 2 Basic vocational School  
(zasadnicza szkola zawodowa)

15–16 1

14–15 8 Primary School (szkola podstawowa)

13–14 7

12–13 6

11–12 5

10–11 4

9–10 3

8–9 2

7–8 1

6–7 0 Kindergarten Including Grade 0 Grade 0 (organized at school)

5–6 (przedszkole)

4–5

3–4

structure of education
until the end of the 1998–99 school year and before the full 
implementation of the reform, the school education system 
consisted of three stages. The first stage, kindergarten, was 
not compulsory. This was followed by the second stage, 
compulsory primary school. The final stage represented a 
variety of vocational and secondary schools. 

since september 1999, the reforms to the school education 
system most notably resulted in a restructured system that 
included lower secondary school (gimnazjum). in addition, 

CoM
PUlSory

compulsory education was extended to include Grade Zero 
(zerowka).
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Figure 7: structure of the school educAtion sYstem, post-1999 reforms

AGE ClASS

Tertiary education

Supplementary 
technikum

Supplementary 
liceum

19–20 4 Technical  
Secondary School 
(technikum)18–19 3 General  

Secondary School  
(liceum 
ogolnoksztalcace)

Specialized 
Secondary School 
(liceum profilowane)17–18 2 Basic vocational School  

(zasadnicza szkola zawodowa)
16–17 1

15–16 3 lower Secondary School (gimnazjum)

14–15 2

13–14 1

12–13 6 Primary School (szkola podstawowa)

11–12 5

10–11 4

9–10 3

8–9 2

7–8 1

6–7 0 Kindergarten Including Grade 0 Grade 0 (organized at school)

5–6 (przedszkole)

4–5

3–4

until 2005 the school system was in transition. Graduates 
of the new gymnasiums followed the new system. At the 
same time, there were still graduates of the old, eight-year 
primary schools (which were functioning until the year 
2000) who could continue their education in secondary 
schools following the former system.

types of schools
before the 1990s all schools in poland, except for the 
few run by religious orders, were state-owned public 

institutions. The school education system Act (Ustawa o 
systemie oswiaty), currently in force, declares that two types 
of schools can be established: public and non-public. 

public schools are created by territorial administration 
units. non-public schools can be created by a legal entity 
or a person. All approved schools are registered by the 
territorial educational offices. The minister of education 
has the authority to open educational institutions of an 
experimental nature, schools for the continuous education 
of teachers and out-of-state schools. 

CoM
PUlSory
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public schools are free of charge, while private schools 
are financed by fees from parents, private enterprises and 
foundations, as well as by supplementary grants from  
the ministry. 

public schools
According to the requirements of the 1991 school 
education system Act, all public schools must:

•	 provide free education

•	 recruit students on the principle of equal access 
 to education

•	 employ teachers holding legally accepted qualifications

•	 implement curricula based on the core curriculum for 
general or vocational education

•	 implement a framework for teaching as established  
by law

•	 comply with the rules for student assessment, grading, 
examinations and tests as delineated by the minister 
responsible for school education

•	 offer the possibility of obtaining state certificates  
and diplomas

non-public schools
in order to be granted status equal to a public school, a non-
public school must: 

•	 implement curricula based on the core curriculum 
implemented in public schools

•	 realize the curriculum within the same minimum hours 
as those recommended for public schools

•	 except for entrance examinations, apply the rules used 
by public schools for student assessment, grading, 
examinations and tests

•	 keep records documenting the teaching process as 
defined for public schools

•	 in the case of a vocational school, provide training 
for occupations as defined in the classification 
of occupations for vocational education or other 
occupations, as approved by the minister of education

•	 employ teachers who hold the qualifications defined for 
public schoolteachers for the compulsory, core subjects

There are three groups of non-public schools: 

•	 civic or social (spoleczne) schools

•	 church schools

•	 private schools

civic schools have been created by people from local 
communities, mostly parents and teachers. non-public 
schools can be distinguished from public schools by smaller 
classes and a smaller number of students in general. They 
also have more individualized programs and a high standard 
of foreign language teaching. The certificates issued by 
non-public schools are recognized as being on par with the 
documents received from public institutions. 

school Year
The school year in poland starts on the first working day 
in september and ends on the first friday following June 
18. The precise dates are indicated in separate regulations 
issued on an annual basis. The school year is divided into 
two semesters. 

The minimum number of instructional days, as required 
by law, is 178, with two weeks of winter holidays (set 
individually by provinces) in January or february. There is 
also a 10-day christmas holiday, and another one of about 
a week at easter. The standard school week is five days; 
however, depending on the individual circumstances of the 
institution and, after consultation with parents, a six-day 
school week can also be implemented.

Administration 
state responsibilities
The ministry of national education is the central state 
authority for all levels of school education in poland 
(excluding correctional institutions and arts schools). it is 
responsible for setting national educational policy and for 
implementing it through cooperation with the territorial 
administration authorities. The minister, through separate 
regulations, determines:

1. basic frameworks or timetables for all stages of  
school education

2. core curricula for all stages of general school education 
and vocational education

3. recommended textbooks and teaching tools for  
school use

4. rules for the assessment and promotion of students 
(grading scales and conducting examinations)

5. methods of recording all school activities and  
managing documentation
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6. organization of the school year
7. organization of national academic competitions
8. principles for special needs education
9. principles and organization of psychological and 

pedagogical assistance for students

territorial responsibilities
in each of poland’s 16 provinces or voivodships 
(wojewodztwo), the head of the province appoints a chief 
educational officer (kurator). The kurator implements 
the policy of the ministry of national education and is 
responsible for the general administration of education 
in the province. he or she is also responsible for the 
pedagogical supervision of public and non-public schools 
within the voivodship and makes decisions regarding 
teacher training institutions and pedagogical libraries. 
in addition, the kurator’s office maintains a list of schools 
registered in the province. 

The lower level of territorial administration, the 
municipality (powiat), is responsible for the supervision of 
general secondary schools, vocational schools and post-
lyceum schools. The municipalities also manage public 
special schools, continuing education centres and school 
counselling services. 

The local level of government, the commune (gmina), is 
responsible for the administration of preschool educational 
institutions, primary schools and lower secondary schools. 

the central  
examination commission 
The 1991 school system decentralization initiated several 
positive changes. however, it also brought the risk of 
inadequate evaluation of the effectiveness of education, if 
only internal or local examinations were in place. Therefore, 
the central examination commission (Centralna Komisja 
Egzaminacyjna) was established in 1991 to prepare and 
organize a system of external assessment of students’ 
educational achievements. it functions in cooperation with 
eight regional examination commissions. some of the 
tasks of the central commission are: 

•	 preparation, analysis and improvement of the external 
examinations system

•	 determination of the uniform sets of questions for tests 
or examinations in a given school year

•	 setting of examination dates

•	 analysis of test and examination results at all 
educational levels and reporting of results to the 
ministry of national education

•	 preparation and dissemination of teachers’  
training programs

•	 coordination of the activities of the regional 
examination commissions (recs) in order to ensure 
the uniformity and quality of tasks being implemented 
by these authorities

Table 2:  stAndArdiZed exAminAtions

FoUr SETS oF STANDArDIzED ExTErNAl ExAMINATIoNS  
CUrrENTly IN PlACE IN THE SCHool SySTEM IN PolAND

NAME oF 
ExAMINATIoN TIME oF ADMINISTrATIoN

Competence Test •	 at the end of the sixth grade of primary 
school

lower Secondary School •	 in the third class of lower secondary school

Matriculation (Matura) 
Examination

•	 for graduates of general secondary schools, 
specialized secondary schools, technical 
secondary schools and supplementary 
secondary schools

Professional 
Examination 

•	 for graduates of vocational and technical 
schools

The new system of external assessment has been introduced 
gradually since 2002. it allows the determination of both 
the achievements and the shortcomings of student learning. 
The external examinations system also helps assess the 
effectiveness of teaching and evaluate current certificates 
and diplomas regardless of the region in which they have 
been issued. on the basis of annual results gathered by the 
commission, changes are made to improve teaching methods 
and the quality of instruction in schools at all levels.

preschool education
preschool education for children aged 3 to 5 years is 
optional. At the age of 6 all children must attend a one-
year preparatory or preschool program called Grade Zero 
(zerowka). This program can be completed in a kindergarten 
(przedszkole) or in a primary school.
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The main goal of preschool education is to support and 
stimulate a child’s development in preparation for future 
school responsibilities. it focuses on the following areas:

•	 learning and understanding oneself and one’s 
surroundings

•	 gaining skills through activities

•	 finding oneself in a social context

•	 building a system of moral and ethical values

•	 primary reading and basic mathematics skills (in  
Grade Zero) 

local governments—communes (gminy)—are 
responsible for the administration and financing of public 
kindergartens. parents pay for children’s meals and pay a 
childcare fee for any time exceeding five hours per day.

Kindergartens (przedszkola) are required to provide a 
minimum of five hours of teaching and care per day. most of 
these institutions are open nine hours a day, with morning 
or afternoon shifts available. The children are grouped 
according to age, in sections no larger than 25 children per 
group (or 20 if integrated with special education).

both kindergarten and Grade Zero follow curricula based 
on the core curriculum recommended by the ministry. 
There are no official recommendations for teaching 
methodology in preschool classes. children use play and 
other activities to stimulate learning, creativity and social 
skills. There is no formal assessment of the educational 
progress of preschool children. The only evaluation children 
receive before entering primary school is to determine their 
health and general development. This helps to screen for 
students with special needs. 

compulsory education— 
primary school
before the 1999 reform
compulsory primary school (szkola podstawowa) was a basic 
component of education in poland. children between the 
ages of 7 and 15 attended elementary schools for a period of 
eight years. The first three years, called integrated teaching 
(nauczanie poczatkowe), included introductory elements 
of language arts, arithmetic, natural sciences and arts. All 
lessons were provided by one teacher assigned to a class. 

starting in Grade 4, education was subject-based and 
provided by individual subject teachers. upon completion 
of primary school, students received the certificate of 
completion of primary school (swiadectwo ukonczenia 
szkoly podstawowej). This certificate provided access to 
further education in secondary schools (general, technical 
and vocational).

All primary schools followed the same centrally prescribed 
curriculum and used the same textbooks. changes were 
introduced in 1991 that allowed teachers to incorporate 
some curriculum variation.

since the 1999 reform
The declining school-aged population has had an impact on 
the education system. in the last few years, the number of 
schools has decreased and classes have become smaller. 

Table 3: selected school educAtion stAtistics—2008

TyPE oF SCHool AGE ClASS
NUMBEr oF 
SCHoolS

NUMBEr oF 
STUDENTS

PErCENTAGE oF 
yoUTH PoPUlATIoN

Primary 7–13 1–6 14,067 2,294,000 99

lower secondary  (gimnazjum) 13–16 1–3  7,204 1,381,000 95

General secondary (liceum) 16–19 1–3  2,386   688,000 64
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As required by law, children between the ages of 7 and 13 
attend primary school (szkoła podstawowa) for a period of 
six years. Admission is based primarily on age. The main 
purpose of primary education is to support the development 
of the child as a person, as a member of a group and as 
a member of society. some of the expected outcomes of 
primary education are to develop:

•	 comprehensive reading, writing and self-expression 
abilities

•	 the ability to solve elementary arithmetic problems

•	 social skills

•	 the transition from spontaneous learning to systematic 
learning that requires intellectual and physical effort

•	 an expanded esthetic and moral sensitivity and 
individual creativity 

•	 an understanding of self as an individual and as a 
member of family and society

•	 a well-defined cultural, historical, national and  
ethnic identity

The school day starts at 8:00 a.m. it finishes at 2:00 p.m. 
during the first three years and at 3:00 p.m. in the three 
senior years. each lesson lasts 45 minutes, with five- to 
10-minute breaks in between, and one longer 25-minute 
break at lunchtime. primary schools have five-day weeks, 
from monday to friday. 

primary education is divided into two stages. The first 
stage (I Etap), Grades 1 to 3, is called integrated education. 
one teacher creates his or her own schedule, with a flexible 
timetable and breaks, and monitors educational progress. 
This stage of primary education requires the planning of  
at least 18 lessons per week, including three hours of 
physical education. 

Table 4:  bAsic subJects frAmeWorK—clAsses 1 to 3, 
primArY school

ACTIvITIES AND SUBJECTS
CUMUlATIvE HoUrS PEr 
WEEK IN THrEE yEArS

Integrated Teaching* 54

religion/Ethics  6

Hours at the Principal’s Discretion** 12

Total 72

* Combines elements of language arts, arithmetic, natural sciences, social skills and arts. 
** Since September 2008, six hours are devoted to foreign language.

The second stage (II Etap) covers Grades 4 to 6. At this 
stage, teaching is arranged by subjects and provided by 
individual teachers. in addition to subjects, the curriculum 
recommends “educational paths” (sciezki edukacyjne). 
They are reading and media, ecological education, 
health education and social education. All teachers must 
incorporate these educational paths within prescribed 
subjects. however, certain themes (for example, regional 
heritage, which is part of social education) can be offered as 
separate modular classes. 

teachers choose textbooks from the list approved by the 
minister. They also decide on forms and methodology of 
teaching, depending on class sizes and school equipment. 

Table 5:  bAsic subJects frAmeWorK—clAsses 4 to 6, 
primArY school

SUBJECTS
CUMUlATIvE HoUrS PEr WEEK 

IN THrEE yEArS

language Arts 16

History and Social Studies  4

The Arts (Music and/or visual Arts)  4

Modern Foreign language  8

Mathematics 12

Natural Science  9

General Technical Subjects  2

Computer Science  2

Physical Education 12

lessons with the  
Homeroom Teacher

 3

religion/Ethics  6

Hours at the Principal’s Discretion  9

ToTal 87

students are promoted to the next grade if they achieve 
at least “acceptable” (2 on a 1-to-6 grading scale) in all 
compulsory subjects studied. repeat exams (egzamin 
poprawkowy) are offered for failed subjects. Those who fail 
repeat exams remain in the same grade. 
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students who complete class 6 receive the certificate of 
completion of primary school (swiadectwo ukonczenia 
szkoly podstawowej). in 2002 a final competency test was 
introduced to assess student primary school achievement 
across the country. This test is conducted by recs 
throughout poland and is compulsory. it assesses the 
following competencies: 

•	 reading

•	 writing

•	 reasoning

•	 using information

•	 applying knowledge

The results are attached to the certificate of completion of 
primary school. 

compulsory education— 
lower secondary school  
(gymnasium—gimnazjum)
before 1999 there was no distinction between lower and 
higher secondary education. The lower secondary level was 
part of an eight-year program. The gymnasium (gimnazjum) 
was re-introduced in 1999, following the school tradition  
of the second republic (1918–39). The admission 
requirement is possession of a certificate of completion  
of primary school. 

lower secondary school covers classes 1 to 3 (students 
aged 13 to 16) and constitutes the Third stage (III Etap) of 
education. teaching is arranged by subjects and provided by 
specialist teachers.

lower secondary education has four main objectives and 
expected outcomes:

•	 introduction to the world of science through 
appropriate language, concepts, theories and scientific 
methodologies

•	 development of individual interests

•	 introduction to the worlds of culture and arts

•	 development of social skills and of the ability to 
cooperate within the peer group

The Third stage curriculum also includes eight educational 
paths. All teachers are responsible for the implementation 
of the following paths into their individual curricula:

1. reading and media
2. ecology
3. european education
4. philosophy
5. regional (cultural heritage of the region)
6. pro-health
7. polish culture and mediterranean civilization
8. civil defense

every school year the school principal develops a weekly 
course schedule based on the framework recommended by 
the minister. teachers choose textbooks and teaching aids 
from the list approved by the minister. They also decide 
on teaching methodology and forms depending on class 
sizes and available school equipment. The gymnasium 
(gimnazjum) teacher must hold at least the title of a 
licentiate (licencjat).

Table 6:  bAsic subJects frAmeWorK— 
clAsses 1 to 3, loWer secondArY school 
(GYmnAsium— GIMNAZJUM)

SUBJECTS
CUMUlATIvE HoUrS PEr WEEK 

IN THrEE yEArS

Polish language 13

History  6

Social Studies  3

Modern Foreign language  9

Mathematics 12

Physics and Astronomy  4

Chemistry  4

Biology  4

Geography  4

The Arts (Music and/or visual Arts)  3

General Technical Subjects  2

Computer Science  2

Physical Education 12

lessons with the Homeroom Teacher  3

religion/Ethics  6

Hours at the Principal’s Discretion  6

ToTal 93
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students are promoted to the next class if they achieve at 
least “acceptable” (2 on a 1-to-6 grading scale) on all subjects 
studied. repeat exams (egzamin poprawkowy) are offered for 
failed subjects. Those who fail repeat exams remain in the 
same grade. 

since 2002, students who have finished the third year of 
gymnasium (gimnazjum) are required to take the lower 
secondary school examination (egzamin gimnazjalny). This 
is an external standardized final exam conducted in three 
parts by recs throughout poland. it assesses knowledge 
and skills in the following areas:

1. humanities
2. science subjects and educational paths studied
3. foreign language (one of the following: english, french, 

spanish, German, russian or italian)

A maximum of 50 points are available for each area 
tested. students are granted the certificate of completion 
of lower secondary school (swiadectwo ukonczenia 
gimnazjum) based on passing all the subjects studied and 
evaluated at the school level. The results of the lower 
secondary school examination are issued as a separate 
certificate and they have no impact on the completion of 
gymnasium (gimnazjum). however, the results of the final 
exam have a strong bearing on admission to secondary 
schools (post-compulsory).

post-compulsory education—
secondary school 
before the 1999 reform
upon completion of a compulsory eight-year primary school 
program, students had the following secondary education 
choices available:

•	 basic vocational school (zasadnicza szkola zawodowa)—
two to three years

•	 general secondary school (srednia szkola 
ogolnoksztalcaca, called liceum)—four years

•	 vocational secondary school (liceum zawodowe)— 
four years

•	 technical secondary school (technikum)—five years

Graduates of basic vocational school received a certificate 
of completion of basic Vocational school. it was equivalent 
to a skilled worker certificate, and it also gave access to 
further secondary education (for example, supplementary 
technikum).

upon completion of general secondary school, graduates 
received a certificate of completion of secondary school. 
This certificate gave access to general employment and 
allowed admission to further education. Graduates of the 
general secondary schools who also sat and passed the 
matriculation (Matura) exams at the end of class 4 were 
eligible for access to degree programs.

Vocational secondary schools offered four-year programs in 
selected disciplines, for example, nursing, childcare, retail, 
and bookstore clerks. Graduates of these schools were 
qualified to enter the workforce in their respective fields. 
Those who also passed the matriculation exams could have 
studied at a higher level by entering a degree program.

technical secondary school programs were offered in 
various technology fields, for example, mechanical, 
electrical, chemical, transportation, construction and more. 
Graduates were granted the qualification of a technician in 
a given field. matriculation exams were also available for 
those interested in further education at the university level.

since the 1999 reform
post-compulsory education in poland typically includes 
students aged 16 to 20, depending on the type of school. 
several options are available to students who successfully 
complete lower secondary education:

•	 general secondary school (liceum ogolnoksztalcace)—
three years

•	 specialized secondary school (liceum profilowane)—
three years

•	 technical secondary school (technikum)—four years

•	 basic vocational school (zasadnicza szkola zawodowa)—
two to three years

•	 supplementary liceum—two years

•	 supplementary technikum—three years
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public schools are free of charge. A point system is used 
for admission to post-gymnasium schools based on 
achievement in a chosen area of study and the results of the 
final lower secondary school examination. Admission to 
supplementary schools is based on successful completion 
of basic vocational school. individual schools set specific 
admission rules. All secondary schools follow obligatory 
core curricula, a group of subjects called “basic education” 
(ksztalcenie podstawowe). The expected competencies 
achieved by graduates from all secondary schools are: 

•	 effective communication, including public speaking

•	 ethical conduct

•	 teamwork and decision-making

•	 creative thinking

•	 research skills

•	 familiarity with modern world issues and technology

•	 appreciation of cultural heritage and arts

General Secondary School  
(Liceum ogolnoksztalcace)
General secondary school (liceum) programs last three years 
and prepare students for admission to heis. however, 
some graduates choose to enter the workforce, even though 
completion of general secondary school does not give any 
professional qualification. 

The school year is organized similar to that of lower 
secondary institutions. core curriculum for general 
secondary school is organized by subjects. educational 
paths, similar to those at the gymnasium (gimnazjum)  
level, are also included in the core curriculum, with  
some additional areas (for example, preparation for  
family life) included. 

The core curriculum is obligatory, but instructors are free 
to supplement it with “selected curriculum.” teachers can 
choose from a variety of textbooks from the minister-
approved lists. They can also decide on methods of teaching 
and teaching aids according to the school environment. All 
liceum teachers must hold a university (magister) degree.

Table 7:  bAsic subJects frAmeWorK—clAsses 1 to 3, 
GenerAl secondArY school (LICEUM)

SUBJECTS
CUMUlATIvE HoUrS PEr 
WEEK IN THrEE yEArS

Polish language 14

Foreign languages (two) 15

History  5

Social Studies  2

Culture Studies  1

Mathematics  9

Physics and Astronomy  3

Chemistry  3

Biology  3

Geography  3

Introduction to Business  2

Information Technology  2

Physical Education  9

Defense Training  2

lessons with the Homeroom Teacher  3

religion/Ethics*  6

Hours at the Principal’s Discretion  4

Advanced level Subjects 10

ToTal 96

*optional 

upon successful completion of a three-year general 
secondary school (liceum ogolnoksztalcace) program, students 
receive the certificate of completion of General secondary 
school (swiadectwo ukonczenia liceum ogolnoksztalcacego). 
This certificate gives access to the matriculation (Matura) 
examination and to general employment. it also allows 
access to several post-lyceum diploma programs, offered 
mostly by private institutions.

Specialized Secondary School  
(Liceum profilowane) 
created as a result of the 1999 reform, specialized 
secondary school programs last three years and prepare 
students for admission to heis. They also offer very general 
vocational knowledge in selected fields. This knowledge can 
be upgraded to a professional qualification by taking short 
post-lyceum programs leading to external vocational or 
professional exams. 
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fourteen subject groups (bloki tematyczne) can be studied at 
specialized secondary schools:

1. chemical testing of the environment
2. economics with administration
3. electronics
4. electro-technologies
5. apparel design
6. environmental design
7. forestry and wood processing
8. industrial mechanics
9. mechatronics
10. agriculture and food production or processing
11. social work
12. transportation
13. retail and services
14. information management

Table 8:  bAsic subJects frAmeWorK—clAsses 1 to 3, 
speciAliZed secondArY school

SUBJECTS
CUMUlATIvE HoUrS PEr 
WEEK IN THrEE yEArS

Polish language 14

Foreign languages (two) 15

History 5

Social Studies 2

Culture Studies 1

Mathematics 9

Physics and Astronomy 3

Chemistry 3

Biology 3

Geography 3

Introduction to Business 2

Information Technology 2

Physical Education 9

Defense Training 2

lessons with the Homeroom Teacher 3

religion/Ethics* 6

Hours at the Principal’s Discretion 4

Specialized or vocational Subjects 13

ToTal 99

*optional

upon successful completion of a three-year specialized 
secondary school (liceum profilowane) program, students 
receive the certificate of completion of specialized 
secondary school (swiadectwo ukonczenia liceum 
profilowanego). This certificate gives access to the 
matriculation (Matura) examination and to several post-
lyceum diploma programs. it also gives access to general 
employment or to a position at the basic level of the  
field studied.

Technical Secondary School (Technikum)
technical secondary school (technikum) programs 
incorporate vocational or professional study with general 
secondary education. When taken as full-time study 
following lower secondary school (gimnazjum), the program 
lasts four years. The typical age of students is 16 to 20. 

At the end of class 4, students can take the professional 
examination (egzamin zawodowy). passing this examination 
results in the receipt of the diploma of professional 
Qualifications (dyplom potwierdzajacy kwalifikacje 
zawodowe). 

technical secondary schools also offer students the option 
to sit the matriculation (Matura) examination at the end of 
class 4. students who pass the matriculation examination 
receive the matriculation certificate that allows them the 
option to enter degree programs.
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Table 9:  bAsic subJects frAmeWorK—clAsses 1 to 4, 
technicAl secondArY school (TECHNIKUM)

SUBJECTS
CUMUlATIvE HoUrS PEr 

WEEK IN FoUr yEArS

Polish language  14

Foreign languages (two)  15

History   5

Social Studies   2

Culture Studies   1

Mathematics   9

Physics and Astronomy   3

Chemistry   3

Biology   3

Geography   3

Introduction to Business   2

Information Technology   2

Physical Education  12

Defense Training   2

lessons with the Homeroom Teacher   2

religion/Ethics*   8

Hours at the Principal’s Discretion   3

Professional Specialization  50

ToTal 139

*optional

Matriculation certificate
passing the matriculation examination has always been 
necessary for gaining access to higher education. before 
1999, it consisted of two parts:

•	 written (language arts and mathematics)

•	 oral (language arts, mathematics and one  
additional subject) 

exams were set by regional school authorities (kuratoria) 
but schoolteachers completed the assessment of the 
exams internally. students who passed the written part of 
matriculation exams with the highest mark of 5 (on a scale 
of 2-to-5) were exempted from oral exams for the respective 
subject. The results of the matriculation examination were 
listed together with all other final marks of the subjects 
studied. holders of matriculation certificates were eligible 
to take entrance examinations for university  
degree programs.

The 1999 educational reform made changes to the 
matriculation examination. first of all, examinations 
became the responsibility of the central examination 
commission (represented by the respective regional 
commissions). several changes were introduced, the most 
important being: 

•	 a new grading scale (1-to-6) with a passing grade of 2 
(“acceptable”—dopuszczajacy)

•	 removal of mathematics as a compulsory subject

•	 a written part consisting of language arts (compulsory) 
and one additional compulsory subject chosen from the 
approved list 

•	 written exams assessed externally by  
regional commissions

students who successfully passed the matriculation 
examination received the matriculation certificate from 
general secondary school (swiadectwo dojrzalosci liceum), 
specialized secondary school (swiadectwo dojrzalosci liceum 
profilowanego) or technical secondary school (swiadectwo 
dojrzalosci technikum).

educational law since 2005 requires examination results on 
the matriculation certificate to be used for admission into 
university programs. Therefore, in order to link the results 
of matriculation examinations with admission requirements 
to heis, more changes were introduced:

•	 two levels of examinations were instituted—basic 
(podstawowy) and advanced (rozszerzony)

•	 only the results of the basic examinations are 
considered for passing the matriculation examination; 
advanced examination results are considered for higher 
education admission

•	 maximum points vary depending on examination 
level and subject, instead of being based on uniform 
numerical grades 

•	 a percentage scale is used for examination results (30 
per cent of the maximum points assigned to each basic-
level subject is considered a pass)

•	 a foreign language was added as a compulsory subject

•	 an option to be examined in additional subjects (basic 
or advanced level) was added

•	 a return of the compulsory written exam in 
mathematics (starting in 2010) was implemented
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There are two parts to the new matriculation examination 
(egzamin maturalny/egzamin dojrzalosci)—oral and written. 
The examinations planned for the 2009–10 school year are 
as follows.

Compulsory subjects

oral exams

1. language arts (polish) presentation prepared in advance 
(no level indicated)

2. modern foreign language (basic level; choice of english, 
french, spanish, German, russian or italian)

3. minority language, where applicable 

written exams

1. language arts (polish), including an essay component 
(basic level)

2. mathematics (basic level)
3. modern foreign language (basic level; the same language 

as chosen in oral exam) 
4. minority language, where applicable

Additional subjects
in addition to the compulsory subjects, students can sit 
exams in up to six additional subjects from the examination 
commission approved list. These can be taken at a basic 
or an advanced level, written or oral or both. if a student 
chooses language arts (polish), mathematics, or the same 
foreign language that was taken as a compulsory subject, the 
student must be examined at the advanced level.

The teachers at a student’s school assess the oral exams 
internally. members of the respective regional examination 
commission mark the written exams. The matriculation 
examination is considered passed if a student earns 30  
per cent of the maximum number of points in each 
compulsory subject. 

students who pass the matriculation examination receive 
the matriculation certificate, issued as a separate document. 
The certificate lists all the subjects examined and the 
percentage achieved in each of them. The certificate format 
and its name, swiadectwo dojrzalosci, are the same for all 
types of schools. 

Admission to heis is based primarily on the results on the 
matriculation certificate. 

internal Assessment 
The internal evaluation of students is the same across the 
school education system. it is based on the 2004 regulation 
regarding conditions and principles for assessment, 
promotion and examinations in public schools. students’ 
progress is assessed twice a year, at the end of each semester. 
starting in class 4 of primary school, promotion to a higher 
grade is based on receiving at least a mark of 2 (“acceptable” 
on a 1-to-6 grading scale) at the end of a school year for 
all core or compulsory subjects. The grading scale has six 
levels—with 6 (“excellent” on a 1-to-6 grading scale) being 
the highest and 1 (“fail” on a 1-to-6 grading scale) being  
the lowest. 

students’ conduct is also assessed twice a year, taking into 
consideration several criteria, for example, attitude toward 
responsibilities, respectful language, respect for elders and 
proper behaviour outside of school. The conduct grading 
scale has also six descriptive levels with “exemplary” being 
the highest and “reprehensible” the lowest. The conduct 
mark has no impact on the promotion to a higher grade. 
however, the behaviour assessment may be a deciding 
factor in admission to several schools, private secondary  
in particular.

Higher Education

overview
higher education is one of the most rapidly developing 
areas of post-communist life in poland. The country’s 
institutions have experienced many changes over the past 
20 years. As a result of establishing private heis, the 
student population has risen four-fold, from 403,000 in the 
1990–91 school year to 1,930,000 in the 2007–08 school 
year. currently, 131 public and 326 non-public heis offer 
a variety of programs. The rapid rise in the number of 
students enrolled in degree programs has given poland one 
of the highest levels of scholarization in the world and the 
highest number of post-secondary institutions in europe.

before the 1990 reform
institutions
before 1990 almost all heis in poland were controlled 
by the state (except for a few affiliated with the catholic 
church). depending on the program, several ministries 
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determined the activities of heis (for example, the 
ministry of culture for fine arts studies, the ministry of 
health for medical studies and the ministry of national 
defense for military training). The ministry of science and 
higher education held the largest portfolio. The respective 
ministries oversaw:

•	 university finances and their allocation

•	 hiring of faculty members and other personnel 

•	 curricula (centrally designed down to the  
smallest detail)

•	 the extent and direction of scientific research

•	 the number of places available in the first year of  
all programs 

Admission
Admission to tertiary education was uniform across the 
country. All potential students had to pass matriculation 
(Matura) exams and hold the matriculation certificate 
(swiadectwo dojrzalosci). matriculation exams were 

not centralized and varied from one region to another. 
Therefore, in addition to the requirement of holding the 
matriculation certificate, applicants were screened based on 
passing an institutional entry examination.

entrance examination results were based on a points 
system and (where applicable) included extra points based 
on “social background.” candidates from rural areas and 
working class families who were granted extra points often 
succeeded in being admitted before those who scored high 
on the entry exams. The intention behind the additional 
points was to make up for differences in schooling quality 
between urban and rural secondary schools and to give 
the same chance to young people from so-called “non-
intelligentsia” families. 

ultimately, admission was limited by the number of  
places available as set by the ministry responsible for a 
particular school. 

Doctor of Habilitation (doktor habilitowany)

Professional Title—
for example, Doctor of 
Medicine, Veterinarian  

(tytul zawodowy-  
lekarz medycyny,  

lekarz weterynarii) 
5–6 years

Degree of Master 
(magister)
4–5 years

Degree of Doctor (doktor) 
 3–4 years

Degree of Master Engineer 
(suppl.) (magister inzynier)  

1 year

Engineer (inzynier)  
4 years

Professional 
Specialization

Post-lyceum, Post-
matriculation Schools 

(szkoly policealne, 
pomaturalne)

General Secondary School
4 years

Matriculation Certificate (swiadectwo dojrzalosci)

Technical Secondary School  
5 years

Professional Secondary School  
4–5 years

Figure 8: structure of the hiGher educAtion sYstem, pre-1990 reforms
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degree programs offered before 1990 by heis were 
structured in the same way across the country and included 
two main cycles:

•	 master’s level (degree of magister)—in general, courses 
lasted four to five years, depending on the field of study 
and included a final thesis and its defense. 

•	 doctoral level (degree of doktor)—This level required 
three to four years of study. it was available to holders 
of a magister degree and ended with the defense of a 
doctoral thesis or dissertation. 

The highest academic degree was doktor habilitowany. it was 
usually obtained by active members of a university faculty 
and by members of the polish Academy of sciences already 
holding a doktor degree. it required in-depth scientific 
research and a minimum number of publications in the 
respective field. The degree of doktor habilitowany was a 
prerequisite for receiving the post of senior academic  
staff member. 

Graduates of medicine, dentistry and veterinary medicine 
were awarded the titles of doctor of medicine (lekarz 
medycyny), doctor of dentistry (lekarz dentysta) and doctor 
of Veterinary medicine (lekarz weterynarii), respectively. 
most medical studies were offered by a specialized academy 
of medicine and lasted up to six years.

polytechnic universities (politechniki) offered the only 
higher technical education available, with four-year courses 
in engineering leading to a degree of engineer (inzyniera). 
holders of a degree of engineer could continue their 
studies by taking an additional one-year program leading to 
a degree of master engineer (magister inzyniera). 

modes of study
courses in all heis were free of charge and were offered in 
the following three ways:

•	 full-time day studies (studia dzienne)—These were 
designed for young people who had recently finished 
their secondary education programs and passed the 
matriculation (Matura) exams. 

•	 evening studies (studia wieczorowe)—These were 
designed for working adults to allow them to upgrade 
their education. courses were taken on weekday 
evenings and on saturdays. The duration of evening 
study programs was similar to those taken full-time.

•	 extramural studies (studia zaoczne)—These were 
designed to allow educational upgrading to working 
adults who lived far away from the school offering the 
program. students attended lectures and seminars at 
the institution every other weekend. The rest of the 
program was based on self-study. programs completed 
through extramural studies often took longer  
to complete.

in addition to possessing the minimum admission 
requirements (matriculation certificate and an entrance 
examination), those applying to study in evening or 
extramural programs were required to present a letter of 
recommendation from their employer. 

credentials obtained through evening and extramural 
studies were viewed as being on par with credentials 
obtained through full-time day studies.

the transition (1990–2005)
between the years of 1990 and 2005, institutions offering 
degree programs were governed by two legislative acts: 

•	 the higher education Act of 1990

•	 the schools of higher Vocational education Act, 
introduced in 1997

both pieces of legislation, amended by several regulations, 
established general principles and goals of higher education. 
They also defined the responsibilities and involvement 
of the ministry responsible for higher education. Within 
the framework recommended by law, heis were given 
autonomy with respect to administration, finances, 
personnel, teaching methods and program design and 
implementation. The new laws also confirmed the concept 
of “non-state” institutions, and introduced the title of 
licentiate (licencjat) for the new first-cycle degree programs 
in 1992.

in 2005 the law on higher education Act (Ustawa—Prawo 
o szkolnictwie wyzszym) replaced the legislation previously in 
force, combining the principles established by the 1990 and 
1997 acts and adding some new ones. The 2005 act makes a 
distinction between “university” and “non-university” higher 
education institutions. it also introduces legal terminology 
for “public” and “non-public” (publiczne—niepubliczne) 
institutions, replacing the previously used “state” 
(panstwowe) and “non-state” (niepanstwowe) designations  
for schools.
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After the 2005 reform
Administration 
since 1992, higher education institutions (uczelnie) in 
poland have been autonomous in all areas of their activities, 
subject to the principles recommended by the constitution 
and the higher education law. each hei has a right to: 

•	 determine admission requirements and the number 
of seats available, except for medical studies where 
numerus clausus still applies (numerus clausus, latin for 
“closed number,” refers to a fixed limited number of 
places available in the first year of study)

•	 establish plans of study and expand the core  
curricula recommended by the ministry responsible  
for higher education (currently the ministry of 
science and higher education—Ministerstwo Nauki i 
Szkolnictwa Wyzszego)

•	 assess students’ knowledge and skills 

•	 issue state diplomas that confirm the awarding of 
professional titles or degrees 

The head administrator of a higher educational institution 
is the rector (rektor). The rector represents the school in 
all external affairs and acts as the general manager of all 
personnel and student activities. 

Within each school, there are two collegial administrative 
bodies: a konwent and a senat. The konwent consists 
of representatives of state administration, scientific 
and professional associations, employers and financial 
institutions. The konwent coordinates cooperation among 
the stakeholders. The senat includes representatives of the 
academic teachers, non-academic personnel and students. 
The most important role of the senat is to compile a school 
statute and related regulations. The statute determines 
school organization, budget and the future direction of 
academic activities and scientific research.

The role of the ministry responsible for higher education 
(currently the ministry of science and higher education—
Ministerstwo Nauki i Szkolnictwa Wyzszego) is to ensure 
that all heis act according to state law and follow 
approved statutes. in addition to initiating new legislation, 
the ministry uses financial, regulatory and evaluative 
mechanisms to guide heis. beyond its general supervisory 
powers, the ministry has the authority to close any 

institution. however, the ministry of science and higher 
education does not appoint academic staff; this is the 
responsibility of individual institutions. 

The General Council for Higher Education  
(Rada Glowna Szkonictwa Wyzszego)
A key administrative role is also played by an elected body, 
the General council for higher education (Gche). The 
Gche represents a range of academic staff and students. 
The majority of council members come from the higher 
faculty (professors), but other holders of doktor degrees, 
doctoral students and first- and second-cycle students are 
included. trade union representatives are involved as well, 
but only as observers. 

The council provides the ministry with advice on a wide 
range of issues, including core curricula for all major fields 
of study. The ministry of science and higher education 
consults the Gche before making any decision regarding 
new legislation, the national budget for tertiary education, 
international agreements or proposals for new fields of 
study. The council works with other government authorities 
to establish higher education policy and standards. 

The Gche provides guidance and recommendations in the 
following matters:

•	 educational standards and the names of courses

•	 proposed statutes of heis

•	 proposed higher education budgets

•	 draft legislation regarding higher education and 
science, including the establishment of institutions, 
their closure, or any name change 

•	 issues submitted by the minister responsible for higher 
education, other government authorities and public 
administration

•	 general issues relating to higher education, science 
and culture, which may be referred to the ministry of 
science and higher education, other public authorities 
and universities
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Accreditation and quality assurance

State Accreditation Committee  
(Panstwowa Komisja Akredytacyjna)
The state Accreditation committee (sAc) was established 
in 2001 as the national body working toward a quality 
of education standard. in 2005 the details of the sAc’s 
organization, operation and procedures were laid down in 
statutes and published on the committee’s website.

The committee is the only body entrusted with the 
responsibility of a formal evaluation of the quality of higher 
education. its opinions and resolutions are passed to the 
ministry of science and higher education; they have a 
legally binding effect once approved.

The minister appoints committee members from a list 
compiled by several higher education and scientific 
institutions, including students’ organizations. committee 
membership has a four-year term.

in April 2009 the state Accreditation committee was 
officially accepted to the european Quality Assurance 
register for higher education (eQAr). eQAr was 
founded to enhance transparency and trust in quality 
assurance. eQAr publishes and manages a register of 
quality assurance agencies that comply with the european 
standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance.

 The primary responsibilities of the sAc include:

•	 assessing the quality of education in offered fields 
of study and the compliance with the general 
requirements of degree programs

•	 reviewing applications for the establishment of heis

•	 reviewing hei applications for permission to offer 
degree programs in specific fields at specific levels 

The sAc submits its evaluations and recommendations to 
the minister responsible for higher education and publishes 
the results on its official website (www.pka.edu.pl). 

The ministry of science and higher education provides 
an updated list of public and non-public institutions that 
were accredited following the recommendations of the state 
Accreditation committee. information is presented about 
each registered school’s approved programs and the degrees 
the institution is allowed to grant.

other national bodies

The Conference of Rectors of Academic Schools 
in Poland—CRASP (Konferencja Rektorow 
Akademickich Szkol Polskic—KRASP)
The conference of rectors of Academic schools in poland 
(crAsp) is a voluntary association of rectors representing 
those polish institutions of higher education that have the 
right to award the degree of doktor (or equivalent) in at least 
one scientific discipline. crAsp was founded in June 1997 
and is governed by the statutes adopted in september 2005 
and amended in 2006. 

The members of crAsp come from various types of 
institutions—universities, technical universities, and 
institutions of agriculture, pedagogy, economics, medicine 
and fine arts. crAsp focuses on preserving traditional 
academic values. The main aims of crAsp are: 

•	 to inspire and coordinate the cooperation of academic 
schools in poland

•	 to undertake activities leading to the establishment of 
an integrated system of national education and to the 
development of the system of higher education 

•	 to represent poland’s higher education and  
scientific research by participating in international 
academic associations

types of institutions
several types of heis were originally delineated in the 
legislation. The type depended on the number of disciplines 
in which the degree of doktor (phd) was granted. over the 
years, things were simplified and only the following two 
types of heis are in operation currently:

1. university type heis offer all levels of degree programs 
and grant a doktor (phd) degree in at least one 
discipline. This group consists of universities, technical 
universities, academies and several specialized higher 
schools (for example, agricultural).

2. non-university type heis offer all degree programs 
except for doctoral studies. Therefore, they are not 
authorized to grant a doktor degree. This group 
includes higher professional schools (wyzsze szkoly 
zawodowe) that can only provide licentiate programs 
and grant a title of licentiate (tytul licenjata).

http://www.pka.edu.pl
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higher education institutions can further be categorized  
as follows:

1. public heis (uczelnia publiczna) are institutions created 
by the public administration office representing the 
state in each region of poland.

2. non-public heis (uczelnia niepubliczna) are 
institutions created by an individual or an organization 
not representing state administration (for example, a 
non-profit organization or a business association). non-
public institutions are simply referred to as “private” 
(prywatne) institutions.

education structure and credentials
presently, the higher education system is organized into 
three main cycles. The following programs exist within  
this structure:

1. degree programs—These are offered by both 
public and non-public university and non-university 
institutions and include:

•	 first-cycle degree programs leading to the title of 
licentiate (licencjat) or of engineer (inzynier)

•	 second-cycle degree programs leading to the degree 
of master (magister) or equivalent

•	 long-cycle degree programs in selected disciplines, 
leading to a professional degree that is also the 
academic equivalent of a magister degree

2. post-diploma programs—These are studies for  
holders of a first- or second-cycle degree (licencjat  
or magister). These are generally two to three semesters 
of specialized and applied studies, developing the 
skills needed in a demanding labour market. private 
institutions offer the majority of post-diploma 
programs.

3. doctoral programs—These are third-cycle degree 
programs offered by university-type institutions. The 
polish Academy of science (Polska Akademia Nauk), 
the main state scientific institution, is also authorized 
to offer doctoral programs.

Figure 9: current structure of the hiGher educAtion sYstem

Doctor of Habilitation (doktor habilitowany)

Third Cycle 
Degree of Doctor (stopien doktora) 

3–4 years

Long-Cycle 
Professional Degrees  

(e.g., Medicine, Dentistry)
(lekarz medycyny,  
lekarz dentysta)/  

Integrated Master’s  
Degree (magister) 

5–6 years

General  
Secondary School 

3 years

Technical  
Secondary School 

4 years

Specialized  
Secondary School 

3 years

Professional Specialization 
5–6 years

Matriculation Certificate (swiadectwo dojrzalosci)

Second Cycle 
Master’s Degree (magister) 

1.5–2 years

First Cycle 
Title of licentiate (licenjat) 

3 years

First Cycle 
Title of Engineer (inzynier) 

3.5–4 years

Certificate of Completion of 
Post-Diplmoa Studies 

(swiadectwo ukonczenia 
studiow prodyplomowych) 

1–1.5 years
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Admission
by law, all heis have the same general admission 
requirements to their degree programs. Admission  
into first-cycle degree programs and long-cycle degree 
programs is open to holders of a matriculation certificate 
(swiadectwo dojrzalosci). 

in 2005 a new, more flexible matriculation examination was 
introduced that had an effect on the entry requirements for 
tertiary education. previously, institutions relied on their 
own entrance examinations in addition to the matriculation 
exam. now, admission is based mainly on the matriculation 
examination results. education institutions may specify 
which subject results from the matriculation certificate 
will be required for a specific program. secondary school 
students have the option to be examined in these subjects 
during their matriculation exams. 

Additional entrance examinations may only be 
administered to assess knowledge not tested through the 
matriculation exams and only after obtaining the consent of 
the minister responsible for higher education.

Access to second-cycle degree courses is open to holders of 
a first-cycle degree (licencjat or inzynier) and to holders of a 
second-cycle degree (magister) who want to obtain another 
magister degree in a different field.

Admission to doctoral programs is open to applicants 
holding a magister degree. each university or research 
institute is free to determine all the requirements for 
admission to its doctoral studies program.

Apart from these general conditions, each higher school 
can define its own additional requirements and procedures. 
it can also decide on the number of places available for 
enrollment (except for medical studies, where numerus 
clausus applies). Across the country, different admission 
conditions may be set for the same fields of study. however, 
the schools must publish these conditions no later than the 
end of may of the preceding academic year. 

fees
As guaranteed by the constitution of the republic of 
poland, higher education in public institutions is free of 
charge (private institutions are allowed to charge tuition 
for all programs they offer). however, this applies only to 

the full-time day programs in all levels of higher education. 
higher education public institutions may charge fees for:

•	 courses that a student must repeat due to a previous 
failure

•	 courses that are not part of a prescribed study program

•	 evening and extramural degree programs

•	 courses taught in a foreign language

most public heis also offer evening and distance learning 
courses for which tuition fees must be paid. The number 
of students who enrol in this form of study is growing even 
though tuition fees increase every year. in addition to the 
actual cost, fees are often based on the interest displayed in 
certain programs. for example, in recent years the fields  
of economics, commerce, law and management have become 
very popular, and tuition fees in these fields are  
relatively high.

language of instruction
polish is the principal language of instruction in higher 
education. foreign language programs are taught in both 
polish and the foreign language studied. As a result of 
cooperation with several european universities and other 
heis from countries participating in the bologna process, 
english is the language of instruction in several programs.

Academic year 
following tradition, the academic year in poland starts 
on 1 october each year and formally concludes at the end 
of september of the next year (teaching activities end in 
may). The academic year consists of two semesters: the 
fall semester (october to January) and the spring semester 
commencing after a two-week winter holiday in february. 
There is also a short break for christmas holidays and 
another one at easter. both semesters are followed by 
examination sessions—the winter session in february and 
the summer session in June.

examinations and grading 
A student’s achievements are recorded in his or her 
student book, called the indeks. subjects studied are 
listed chronologically by consecutive semesters and years. 
students sit examinations separately in each subject. 
exams can be written or oral. for subjects studied that do 
not conclude with an examination, students are awarded 
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a pass if they meet all requirements. The requirements 
for obtaining a pass may include attending lectures and 
seminars, as well as the completion of various projects. 

The performance assessment period covers either one 
semester or one academic year. to successfully complete 
a semester (or a year) a student must receive at least 
satisfactory marks for all required examinations, and obtain 
a pass (zaliczenie) for all curriculum subjects listed in the 
indeks. each hei identifies its grading scale in its rules of 
study. however, the most common scale (identical to the 
scale of the pre-reform period) is based on marks as shown 
in table 10. 

Table 10: Generic GrAdinG scAle—hiGher educAtion

MArK PolISH DESCrIPTor ENGlISH DESCrIPTor

5 bardzo dobry very good 

4+ or 4.5 dobry plus good plus 

4 dobry good

3+ or 3.5 dostateczny plus satisfactory plus

3 dostateczny satisfactory

2 niedostateczny fail

students who fail an examination the first time are given 
the chance to take that exam again before the next academic 
year (usually in september) during a correction session 
(sesja poprawkowa).

european credit transfer and 
Accumulation system (ects)
polish heis have been implementing the european credit 
transfer and Accumulation system (ects), under which 
a certain numbers of points (credits) are allocated to a given 
subject, independent of the marks awarded. to achieve a 
learning outcome for a semester or a year, a student must 
collect 30 or 60 ects credits, respectively. The purpose 
of the ects concept is to promote the recognition and 
transferability of studies taken within european union 
countries that are participating in the bologna process. 

With ects in place, more polish students are taking part 
of their studies at foreign heis. The system also allows 
foreign students to receive recognition in their home 
countries for studies completed at polish universities  
and academies.

The ects has been introduced voluntarily by polish heis 
since the mid-1990s. public university-type heis became 
the first and most widespread institutions to introduce 
the ects. participation has been slower within public 
non-university and private institutions. nevertheless, the 
number of participating institutions has been growing 
each year. 

in the fall of 2006 the ministry of science and higher 
education introduced a regulation on the requirements 
and procedures for the transfer of student achievements. 
The regulation entered into force at the beginning of 2007. 
it required all institutions to use ects for both credit 
transfer and the accumulation of credits in their licentiate 
and magister degree programs. The 2007 law confirmed 
the practices already adopted by the majority of heis, and 
confirmed the following:

•	 sixty (60) ects credits represent the completion of 
the learning outcomes for one year of full-time study.

•	 five-year, long-cycle (10-semester) programs are highly 
structured, and only core courses are permitted in the 
first three years of study. optional subjects are allowed 
only in the last two years of the program. A minimum 
of 300 ects credits is required for graduation.

•	 for first-cycle degree programs lasting six semesters, a 
minimum of 180 ects credits is required.

•	 for second-cycle degree programs lasting four 
semesters, a minimum of 120 ects credits is the 
standard requirement.

each individual course is assigned a certain number of 
ects credits, which are awarded to students after they 
pass the course. This typically requires participation in 
classes, independent work and individual assignments, plus 
the passing of final examinations when required.

The ects system includes a grading system as well, and in 
poland ects grades are assigned as shown in table 11.
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Table 11: Generic GrAdinG scAle—hiGher educAtion 
With ects GrAdes

MArK PolISH DESCrIPTor ENGlISH DESCrIPTor
ECTS 

GrADE

5 bardzo dobry very good A

4+ or 4.5 dobry plus good plus B

4 dobry good C

3+ or 3.5 dostateczny plus satisfactory plus D

3 dostateczny satisfactory E

2 niedostateczny fail F

diploma projects and diploma 
examinations 
to award a diploma of completion of higher education, 
all higher education degree programs require that the 
following criteria be met: 

1. future graduates must pass all the curriculum 
subjects, complete practical placements and pass all 
examinations required by the program, as set for a 
given field of study.

2. future graduates must present, at an appointed date, 
a diploma project or a research project, and obtain a 
passing mark for it.

3. future graduates must pass the final diploma 
examination (including, where applicable, the defense 
of a research project).

students who fulfill the above requirements are awarded 
a higher education diploma (dyplom ukończenia studiów), 
which confirms the completion of the degree program and 
the award of a degree in a specific field of study. 

first-cycle degree programs 
(Studia Pierwzego Stopnia)
title of licentiate (tytul licencjata) 
and title of engineer (tytul inzyniera)
The title of licentiate was formally introduced by legislation 
in 1992. before 2005, licencjat programs were at least six 
semesters long with an additional 15 weeks of professional 
practicum. Working students taking licencjat programs 
through distance education may have their work hours 
credited toward the practicum requirement. A minimum of 
2,200 direct contact hours is required. 

full-time licentiate studies in humanities, social sciences, 
commerce and pure sciences last six to eight semesters, 
depending on the field, and are often informally referred 
to as bachelor of Arts programs. first-cycle full-time 
studies in engineering and technology fields last seven to 
eight semesters and are frequently referred to as bachelor 
of science programs. minimum instructional hours are 
published by the ministry of science and higher education 
and vary depending on the program. 

The following list includes some of the degrees that may be 
awarded upon completion of a first-cycle degree program:

•	 licentiate (licencjat) in the following fields: humanities, 
natural sciences, mathematics, physics, chemistry, 
economics, administration, social sciences and some 
allied health disciplines (for example, physiotherapy), 
with some exceptions 

•	 licentiate in nursing (licencjat pielegniarstwa) 
•	 licentiate in midwifery (licencjat poloznictwa) 
•	 engineer (inzynier) in the fields of engineering and 

technology, agriculture, and forestry, among others

•	 engineer–Architect (inzynier architekt) in the field of 
architecture and urban planning

The title of licentiate or engineer allows its holder to 
practise a given profession (often after meeting additional 
requirements) and provides access to second-cycle (magister) 
degree programs.

The General council for higher education sets the 
minimum hours required for the core subjects of each first-
cycle (licentiate or engineer) program. 

second-cycle degree programs 
(Studia Drugiego Stopnia)
master’s degree (tytul magistra)
second-cycle full-time degree programs last three to four 
semesters depending on the field. most programs (for 
example, health sciences programs) include a research 
project or a set of comprehensive examinations. 

The following list includes some of the degrees that may be 
awarded upon completion of a second-cycle degree program: 

•	 master (magister) in humanities, natural sciences, 
mathematics, physics, chemistry, economics, social 
sciences, physical education, and medical areas (except 
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medicine, dentistry and veterinary medicine)

•	 master in nursing (magister pielegniarstwa)

•	 master in midwifery (magister poloznictwa)

•	 master engineer (magister inzynier) in the fields of 
engineering and technology, agriculture, forestry, and 
in some other areas

•	 master engineer–Architect (magister inzynier architekt) 
in the field of architecture and urban planning

second-cycle master’s (magister) degrees give access to 
doctoral studies. They also allow access to employment 
requiring in-depth knowledge of a respective field, plus 
research and management skills.

The General council for higher education sets the 
minimum hours required for the core subjects of master’s 
degree programs.

sample first-degree and  
second-degree programs
engineering (studia inzyinierskie)

Title of Engineer–Architect (first-cycle degree 
program)  
Core curriculum (as recommended by the General 
Council for Higher Education)
Architecture and urban planning licentiate programs must 
last at least seven semesters (most universities offer them as 
a four-year course) with a recommended minimum of 2,500 
instructional hours. The number of ects credits earned 
should be no less than 210. 

minimum subject hours (foundation and specialty  
subjects only):

Table 12: title of enGineer–Architect,  
core curriculum

FoUNDATIoN SUBJECTS HoUrS

Mathematics  45

Descriptive Geometry  45

Building Physics  30

Building Mechanics  30

SPECIAlTy SUBJECTS HoUrS *

Basics of Architectural Projects

Urban Planning Projects

History of Architecture and Urban Planning

General Construction and Materials

Building Construction

Building Installations

Fine Arts and Workshop Techniques

Economics of an Investment-Development Process

organization of an Investment-Development Process

Building Code and Building law

Professional Ethics

ToTal 690

* No specific number of minimum hours is recommended for each subject

ADDITIoNAl SUBJECTS HoUrS

Physical Education  60

Foreign language 120

Information Technology  30

Humanities  60
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Architecture and urban planning master’s degree programs 
must last at least three semesters, and have a minimum 
of 900 instructional hours. The number of ects credits 
earned should be no less than 90. The master’s thesis  
and preparation for the final examination are worth  
20 ects credits.

minimum subject hours (specialty subjects only):

Table 13: deGree of mAster enGineer–Architect, 
core curriculum

SPECIAlTy SUBJECTS HoUrS*

Architectural Planning

Urban Planning

Protection of Historical Buildings and Monuments

Space and regional Planning

ToTal 300

* No specific number of minimum hours is recommended for each subject

nursing and midwifery 
(pielegniarstwo i poloznictwo)
nursing and midwifery studies are very popular in poland. 
There is a steady demand for both professions (general 
nursing in particular, due to the growing needs of an aging 
population). full-time degree programs in nursing and 
midwifery are offered at all major medical heis.

Admission
candidates holding the “old Matura” (matriculation 
certificates received before 2005) have their final 
matriculation results converted into a point system. The 
following subjects are first evaluated: language arts (polish), 
modern language and an additional subject. in addition, 
biology, chemistry, mathematics, social studies or physics 
with astronomy may be included. 

for candidates with the “new Matura” (matriculation 
certificates received since 2005), admission is based on the 
final percentage (one per cent = one point) for language 
arts (polish), modern language and an additional subject at 
the basic level, plus one or more from the following group: 
biology, chemistry, mathematics, social studies or physics 
with astronomy.

Organization of studies 
full-time first-cycle degree programs in nursing (or 
midwifery) last six semesters (three years). subjects are 

grouped into two categories—foundation subjects and 
specialty subjects. foundation subjects include general 
medical sciences with an emphasis on public health, 
anatomy, physiology and pathology. specialty subjects 
are profession-specific and are offered mostly as practical 
studies and clinical placements. 

full-time second-cycle degree programs in nursing or 
midwifery last four semesters. They focus on specialized 
subjects, european standards of each profession and 
management skills. The second-cycle program includes  
a final research project, that is, a master’s thesis 
 (praca magisterska).

Exit credentials and qualifications
first-cycle degree programs in nursing or midwifery end 
with the diploma examination. Graduates receive the title of 
licentiate in nursing (licencjat pielegniarstwa) or licentiate 
in midwifery (licenjat poloznictwa) and they are prepared 
to provide an appropriate level of health care based on the 
principles of modern medical science. upon completion of 
a 12-month internship, they can apply to be registered with 
a regional board of nurses and midwives (Regionalna Izba 
Pielegniarek i Poloznych). registration with the board gives 
a person the right to practise the profession of general nurse 
or midwife.

second-cycle degree programs (studia magisterskie), in both 
professions, end with a final diploma examination and 
defence of a master’s thesis. Graduates receive the title of 
master in nursing (magister pielegniarstwa) or master in 
midwifery (magister poloznictwa). in addition to providing 
individualized advanced health care, graduates are qualified 
to work as managers and administrators of nursing health 
care units in hospitals and clinics. holders of the second-
cycle degree in nursing (or midwifery) can also be involved 
in research work and can continue their studies at the 
doctoral level.

Nursing and midwifery (first-cycle degree  
program; licentiate) 
Core curriculum (as recommended by the General 
Council for Higher Education)
first-cycle degree programs last at least six semesters with 
a total minimum of 4,815 hours, including practical studies 
(180 ects credits) 
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minimum subject hours (foundation and specialty subjects only):

Anesthesiology and 
Emergency Nursing

 75  40  40

Palliative Care  45  40  40

Medical Emergency  55

Dietetics  45

Nursing Physical 
Examinations

 90

Hospital Infections, Mental 
Health Promotion or Sign 
language

 60

SPECIAlTy SUBJECTS—
MIDWIFEry

HoUrS

ClASSES
PrACTICAl
STUDIES

ClINICAl 
PlACEMENT

General Midwifery 225 160 80

Philosophy and Ethics of 
the Midwifery Profession

 75

Midwifery Techniques and 
leading Through Birth 

180 320 360

Health Promotion  60  20

Basic Health Care  75  40

General Midwifery Care 105 120 200

Gynecology and 
Gynecological Care 

105 120 200

Neonatology and Neonatal 
Care

 60  80  80

Pediatrics and Pediatric 
Nursing

 60  40  40

Internal Diseases  60  40  40

Surgery  60  40  40

Psychiatry  60  40  40

Anesthesiology and 
Emergency Nursing

 60  40  40

rehabilitation in 
Midwifery, Gynecology and 
Neonatology 

 60  40

Medical Emergency  45

Dietetics  45

Physical Examinations in 
Midwifery

 90

Hospital Infections, Mental 
Health Promotion or Sign 
language

 60

Table 14: licentiAte in nursinG And midWiferY, core curriculum

FoUNDATIoN SUBJECTS 

HoUrS

NUrSING MIDWIFEry

Anatomy  75  90

Physiology  75  90

Pathology  75  60

Genetics/Genetics and 
Embryology

 45  60

Physical Examination  45  45

Biochemistry and 
Biophysics

 45  45

Microbiology and 
Parasitology

 60  45

Public Health 105 105

Pharmacology  60  60

radiology  30  30

Psychology  60  60

Sociology  45  30

Pedagogy  60  60

law  30  30

SPECIAlTy SUBJECTS—
NUrSING

HoUrS

ClASSES
PrACTICAl 
STUDIES

ClINICAl 
PlACEMENT

General Nursing 285  80 120

Philosophy and Ethics of 
the Nursing Profession

 90

Health Promotion  60  20

Basic Health Care  75 120 200

Midwifery and Gynecology 
Nursing

 60  80  40

Pediatric Nursing  90 160 160

Internal Diseases Nursing  90 120 160

Surgery and Nursing  90 120 160

rehabilitation and Nursing 
of the Disabled

 60  80  80

Geriatric Nursing  75  80  80

Neurology and Nursing  75  80  80

Psychiatric Nursing  75  80  40
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Additional minimum requirements for both programs

physical education—60 hours (2 ects credits) 

foreign language (english recommended)—120 hours (5 
ects credits) 

information technology—30 hours (2 ects credits)

Nursing and midwifery (second-cycle program; 
master’s degree) 
Core curriculum (as recommended by the General 
Council for Higher Education)
second-cycle degree programs last at least four semesters 
with a total minimum of 1,300 hours, including practical 
studies (120 ects credits). 

minimum subject hours (general subjects only):

Table 15: mAster’s deGree in nursinG And midWiferY, 
core curriculum

GENErAl SUBJECTS 

HoUrS

NUrSING MIDWIFEry

Psychotherapy 30 30

Modern Diagnostic Technologies 15 15

SPECIAlTy SUBJECTS

HoUrS

NUrSING MIDWIFEry

Philosophy and Theory of the Profession 30 30

European Standards 30 30

Nursing in Intensive Care 60 –

Diagnostic Sonography in obstetrics, 
Midwifery and Gynecology

– 30

Specialized Nursing 120 –

Intensive Care in Midwifery – 30

Specialized Midwifery, Neonatal and 
Gynecological Care 

– 120

Administration and Management 45 45

Additional minimum requirements

At least four weeks of practicum 

master’s thesis (praca magisterska)—20 ects credits 

physiotherapy (fizjoterapia)
physiotherapy in poland has a long tradition of being part 
of general medical care and it is available to all citizens 
through public health care insurance. in recent years, 
the demand for physiotherapy programs has grown, as 
graduates can also be employed in several european union 
countries. degree programs in physiotherapy are offered 

by medical universities and academies and by higher 
professional schools (wyzsze szkoly zawodowe). 

All accredited physiotherapy programs follow the 
requirements of the World confederation for physical 
Therapy (Wcpt) with respect to the content of study, the 
structure and the length of practical placements.

Admission
candidates holding the “old Matura” (matriculation 
certificates received before 2005) are admitted based on 
their matriculation exam results in a foreign language, 
physics with astronomy, and one of the following: biology, 
chemistry, mathematics or social studies. 

for holders of the “new Matura” (matriculation certificates 
received since 2005), the results on the matriculation 
certificate are converted from percentages to points on a 
one-for-one basis (one per cent = one point). The subjects 
assessed are modern foreign language (basic level), physics 
with astronomy (basic level) and one of the following: 
biology, chemistry, mathematics or social studies (written 
exam at a basic level). 

Organization of studies 
The full-time first-cycle degree program in physiotherapy 
lasts at least six semesters (three years). subjects are 
grouped into two categories—foundation subjects and 
specialty subjects. foundation subjects include selected 
health sciences with an emphasis on anatomy, physiology, 
biophysics and biomechanics. specialty subjects consist of 
profession-specific courses such as dysfunctions of motor 
skills, clinical physiotherapy and clinical massage.

The full-time second-cycle degree program in physiotherapy 
lasts at least four semesters. it includes genetics and 
pharmacology, law and ethics, sociology and psychology. 
during this stage students learn specialized diagnostic 
methods, and the planning and development of long-term 
physiotherapy and rehabilitation treatment programs. 
The second-cycle degree program includes a final research 
project, that is, a master’s thesis (praca magisterska).

Exit credentials and qualifications
most of the first-cycle degree programs in physiotherapy 
end with the diploma examination; some also require a 
diploma project. Graduates receive the title of licentiate 
in physiotherapy (licencjat fizjoterapii) and they are 
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prepared to provide physiotherapy treatment to people 
with specific illnesses or disabilities. The licentiate in 
physiotherapy gives access to employment in public health 
care institutions, private clinics, and sport and recreation 
centres. holders of the title of licentiate can choose to 
continue their studies by enrolling in a second-cycle magister 
degree program.

The second-cycle degree program in physiotherapy ends 
with a final examination and defence of a magister thesis. 
Graduates receive the title of master in physiotherapy 
(magister fizjoterapii) and can work in all health care 
institutions and recreation centres. in addition to providing 
physiotherapy treatment, holders of a magister degree 
are prepared to provide specialized diagnoses and plan 
comprehensive long-term therapy treatments. They can also 
conduct research in physiotherapy and hold management 
positions. holders of a magister degree in physiotherapy 
may continue their education at a doctoral level (third-cycle 
degree programs). 

Physiotherapy (first-cycle degree  
program; licentiate)  
Core curriculum (as recommended by the General 
Council for Higher Education)
The first-cycle degree program is at least six semesters. A 
minimum of 2,900 organized or contact hours is required 
(180 ects credits). 

minimum subject hours (general and specialty  
subjects only):

Table 16: licentiAte in phYsiotherApY,  
core curriculum

GENErAl SUBJECTS HoUrS

Anatomy  90

Medical Biology  15

Biophysics  15

Biochemistry  30

Physiology  75

Biomechanics  45

Kinesiology  45

Certified First Aid  15

Psychology  45

General Pathology  15

Pedagogy  15

 

SPECIAlTy SUBJECTS HoUrS

Principles of Movement and Movement Instruction 150

Kinesiotherapy* 150

Manual Therapy  45

Physical Therapy 105

Clinical Massage  45

General Physiotherapy  60

Basics of Clinical Physiotherapy 195

Clinical Physiotherapy in Disorders of Motor organs 195

Clinical Physiotherapy in Disorders of Internal organs 150

orthopedic Equipment  15

Physical Education  60

Foreign language 120

Information Technology  30

Humanities  60

*Note: “Kinesiotherapy” refers to treatment through physical exercise, including the use of specialized  
          equipment, but without external stimulation of heat, cold or laser technology. 

practical placements

General clinical practice—80 hours (3 ects credits) 

physiotherapy practice in a specialized clinic—260 hours  
(8 ects credits) 

Kinesiotherapy practice in a specialized clinic—260 hours 
(8 ects credits) 

clinical physical therapy practicum—320 hours 
(11 ects credits)

Additional minimum requirements:

diploma exam or project (10 ects credits)
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Physiotherapy (second-cycle program;  
master’s degree) 
Core curriculum (as recommended by the General 
Council for Higher Education)
The second-cycle degree program lasts at least four 
semesters. A minimum of 1,700 organized or contact hours 
is required (120 ects credits).

minimum subject hours (general and specialty  
subjects only):

Table 17: mAster’s deGree in phYsiotherApY,  
core curriculum

GENErAl SUBJECTS HoUrS

Genetics 30

Pharmacology 30

research Methodology 45

History of Physical rehabilitation 15

Philosophy 15

Bioethics 15

Clinical Psychology and Psychotherapy 30

Special Education 30

Sociology of Handicap and rehabilitation 30

Didactics of Physiotherapy 45

Demographics and Epidemiology 15

Public Health 30

law 30

Economy and Health Care Systems 15

Management and Marketing 30

SPECIAlTy SUBJECTS HoUrS

Special Methods in Physical Therapy 90

Physical Medicine and Balneoclimatology* 15

Functional Diagnostics and Planning of 
rehabilitation

15

Prosthetics and orthotics 30

Adaptive Motor Activities 75

Sports and Handicapped Persons 45

* Note: “Balneoclimatology” is a branch of medicine studying and applying the therapeutic effect of natural   
          factors such as mineral waters, mineral and peat mud, and dried gas emanations

Additional minimum requirements:

practical placements—600 hours (20 ects credits)

master’s thesis (praca magisterska)—20 ects credits

long-cycle (integrated)  
degree programs  
(jednolite studia magisterskie)
professional degrees
integrated degree programs are a combination of  
first-cycle (licentiate) and second-cycle (master’s) degree 
programs. degrees in eleven fields are offered only as long-
cycle programs:

•	 medicine

•	 medical analysis

•	 veterinary medicine

•	 dentistry

•	 law

•	 psychology

•	 pharmacy

•	 film production

•	 cinematography

•	 acting

•	 art conservation and/or restoration

studies last between nine and 12 semesters, depending on 
the field, with general medicine programs being the longest. 

Admission to long-cycle degree programs is open to holders 
of a matriculation certificate (swiadectwo dojrzalosci). 
education institutions may specify which subject results 
from the matriculation certificate will be required for a 
specific program. secondary school students have the 
option to be examined in these subjects during their 
matriculation exams. Additional entrance examinations 
may be set up to assess knowledge not tested through the 
matriculation exams.

upon completion of a long-cycle degree program, depending 
on the field of study, either a professional or an academic 
title will be awarded. A few examples are:

•	 doctor of medicine (lekarz medycyny)—six years

•	 doctor of dentistry (lekarz dentysta)—five years

•	 doctor of Veterinary medicine (lekarz weterynarii)—
five-and-a-half years

•	 master in psychology (magister psychologii)—five years

•	 master in law (magister prawa)—five years

•	 master in pharmacy (magister farmacji)—five years
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long-cycle degrees, or their equivalent, give access to 
doctoral studies. They also promote access to employment 
that requires in-depth knowledge of a field, plus research 
and management skills.

sample long-cycle degree and 
professional programs
General medicine (kierunek lekarski)
General medicine programs are offered by several medical 
universities, medical academies and two medical colleges 
(Collegium Medicum). studies are integrated into a long-
cycle program that lasts six years (12 semesters) and 
requires a high level of self-discipline, dedication and the 
ability to learn a large volume of specialized, theoretical 
information. it is also expected that general medicine 
students will hold high moral and ethical standards.

Admission
candidates holding the “old Matura” (matriculation 
certificates received before 2005) must pass written 
entry examinations in biology, chemistry and physics 
with astronomy (in addition to having high marks on the 
matriculation certificate). 

since 2005, matriculation exam results are the main criteria 
for entry into medical degree programs. The results on the 
matriculation certificate are converted from percentages 
to points on a one-for-one basis (one per cent = one point). 
The number of points achieved in advanced level biology 
and chemistry, plus basic level physics with astronomy, are 
deciding factors in the admission process.

The number of seats available in the first year of general 
medicine is limited. every academic year, the ministry 
of health decides on the number of students who may 
be admitted into the first year of the general medicine 
program. The number of available seats varies from 
institution to institution, as several criteria are used to set 
the limits. 

Organization of studies 
The first three years of the general medicine program 
include courses in general, foundation medical disciplines 
such as anatomy, biochemistry, physiology, biophysics, 
microbiology, immunology and genetics. The following 
three years focus mostly on clinical studies (for example, 
internal diseases, surgery, pediatrics and gynecology), 
but they also include the history of medicine, history of 
philosophy and medical ethics. details of the programs 
offered may be different in each institution. All of them, 
however, follow the standards established by the General 
council for higher education (Rada Glowna  
Szkolnictwa Wyzszego).

it is also necessary to pass the following six clinical 
placements, one taken at the end of each year:

1. general nursing
2. family health care
3. first aid and medical emergencies
4. general surgery
5. pediatrics
6. gynecology and midwifery
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Exit credentials and qualifications
upon successful completion of the program (passing all 
subjects) and a positive review of the practical placements, 
a student graduates with the title of doctor of medicine 
(lekarz medycyny). Graduates are prepared to provide 
professional medical care based on scientific principles and 
ethical conduct. After completion of a 13-month residency 
and passing of a state medical examination (Lekarski 
Egzamin Panstwowy), they can be employed in hospitals, 
public and non-public medical clinics and health care 
centres, and other institutions offering medical care  
and consultation. 

The title of doctor of medicine is the academic equivalent 
of a magister degree. Therefore, graduates of general 

medicine can continue their studies in doctoral (third-
cycle) degree programs. Another option for graduates from 
general medicine is to apply for a specialization residency in 
one of the medical fields listed by the ministry of health. 
specialization training lasts five to six years. 

Core curriculum (as recommended by the General 
Council for Higher Education)
General medicine programs are structured as integrated 
long-cycle programs lasting at least 12 semesters, with a 
minimum of 5,700 hours. The number of ects credits 
earned should be no less than 360.

minimum subject hours (foundation and specialty  
subjects only):

Table 18: GenerAl medicine, core curriculum

FoUNDATIoN SUBJECTS HoUrS

Anatomy 210

Histology and Embryology 120

Medical Biology  60

Biophysics  60

Chemistry  45

Biochemistry 150

Physiology 165

Pathomorphology 165

Pathophysiology  75

Microbiology  60

Immunology  60

Clinical Genetics  60

Pharmacology and Toxicology 165

Hygiene and Epidemiology  45

laboratory Diagnostics  45

Public Health  30

Psychology for Physicians  30

Social Aspects of Health Care  30

Medical Ethics  30

History of Medicine  30

SPECIAlTy SUBJECTS HoUrS

Internal Diseases 480

Pediatrics 330

Surgery 330

Gynecology and Midwifery 210

Neurology and Neurosurgery 120

otolaryngology  60

ophthalmology  60

Dermatology and venereal Diseases  60

Psychiatry 120

Communicable Diseases  75

orthopedics and Trauma  45

radiology  75

Anesthesiology and Intensive Therapy  60

Introductory Dentistry  15

oncology  60

law and Forensic Medicine  45

Family Medicine 105

Physical rehabilitation  30

Nuclear Medicine  15

Emergency Medicine  60

Physical Education  60

Foreign language (English recommended) 120

Information Technology  30

Clinical Studies 780

Practical Placements 700
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dental medicine (kierunek 
stomatologiczny/dentystyczny)
dental medicine programs in poland are offered by 
medical universities, medical academies and the medical 
college at the Jagiellonian university in Krakow. studies 
are integrated into a long-cycle program that lasts five 
years (10 semesters, with a minimum of 5,000 hours) and, 
just like general medicine programs, require a high level 
of self-discipline and dedication, and the ability to learn 
a large volume of specialized theoretical information. it 
is also expected that candidates for dental medicine will 
demonstrate a high level of manual precision.

Admission
candidates holding the “old Matura” (matriculation 
certificates received before 2005) must past written entry 
examinations in biology, chemistry and physics with 
astronomy. since 2005, matriculation exam results are 
the main criteria for entry to medical degree programs. 
The number of points achieved in advanced level biology 
and chemistry, plus basic level physics with astronomy, are 
deciding factors in the admission process. The number of 
seats available in the first year of dental medicine is set each 
year by the ministry of health and varies from institution 
to institution.

Organization of studies 
The first two years of the dental medicine program 
include courses in general disciplines such as anatomy, 
biochemistry, physiology, biophysics, microbiology and 
internal diseases. The following three years focus mostly 
on specialized studies based on standards established by 
the General council for higher education (Rada Glowna 
Szkolnictwa Wyzszego).

The main areas of study include:

•	 endodontics and restorative dentistry 

•	 pediatric dentistry

•	 surgical stomatology 

•	 prosthodontics 

•	 periodontology 

•	 orthodontics 

•	 emergency dental medicine 

•	 bioethics and medical law 

Exit credentials
upon successful completion of the program (passing all 
subjects) and a positive review of the practical placements, 
students graduate with the title of doctor of dentistry 
(lekarz dentysta). Graduates are prepared to provide 
professional dental care based on scientific principles 
and ethical conduct. After completion of a 13-month 
residency and passing a state medical–dental examination 
(Lekarsko–Dentystyczny Egzamin Państwowy), they can be 
employed in public and non-public dental care centres or 
start their own practice. 

The title of doctor of dentistry is the academic equivalent 
of a magister degree. Therefore, graduates can continue their 
studies in doctoral (third-cycle) degree programs.

Core curriculum (as recommended by the General 
Council for Higher Education)
dental medicine studies are structured as integrated 
long-cycle programs lasting at least 10 semesters, with a 
minimum of 5,000 hours. The number of ects credits 
earned should be no less than 300.
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Table 19: dentAl medicine, core curriculum

FoUNDATIoN SUBJECTS HoUrS

Chemistry and Biochemistry 150

Biophysics  45

Biology  45

Human Anatomy 135

Histology, Cytology and Embryology  90

Human Physiology  90

Microbiology and Immunology  45

Pathomorphology  60

Pathophysiology  60

Pharmacology  90

Stomatology (Public Health)  60

radiology  15

Surgery and oncology  75

Internal Diseases 135

Pediatrics  60

Communicable Diseases  30

otorhinolaryngology  45

Dermatology and venereal Diseases  30

Neurology  15

ophthalmology  15

Clinical Psychology  30

Anesthesiology and reanimation  30

First Medical Aid  30

Disaster and Emergency Medicine  45

Physiology of Pregnancy  15

rehabilitation Medicine  15

Forensic Medicine  15

Public Health  30

SPECIAlTy SUBJECTS HoUrS

Endodontics and Preventive Dentistry 480

Periodontics and oral Mucosa Diseases 165

Prosthetics 495

orthodontics 195

Dental Surgery 285

Jaw/Face Surgery and oncology 110

Pathology of oral Cavity  45

Microbiology of oral Cavity  45

Pediatric and Preventive Dentistry 255

Preclinical Study of Preventive Dentistry, Endodontics 
and Periodontics

 
120

Geriatric Dentistry  30

Physiology of Chewing organs  45

Dental radiology  90

Clinical Pharmacology  30

occupational Health, Safety and Ergonomics in Dentistry  30

Dental Materials, Clinical and laboratory Equipment  60

PrACTICAl STUDIES HoUrS

Nursing  80

General Surgery or Jaw/Face Surgery  80

Dental Assistant 160

Dental Manual Procedures 160

Dental Clinical Procedures 160

Clinical Studies 110

ADDITIoNAl SUBJECTS HoUrS

Physical Education  60

Foreign language 120

Information Technology  30

minimum subject hours (foundation and specialty subjects only):
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law (prawo)
law studies are very popular in poland even though  
they are one of the more difficult programs. sixteen public 
universities and numerous private heis offer studies in 
law. programs offered by public institutions are in greater 
demand as they rank higher in annual national  
quality reviews. 

Admission
candidates holding the “old Matura” (matriculation 
certificates received before 2005) must pass an entry 
examination in addition to having high marks on the 
matriculation exams. 

since 2005, matriculation exam results are the main criteria 
for entry to law programs. Advanced level history, social 
science and one modern foreign language are required. 
some institutions also consider latin, geography, or even 
mathematics. since heis must publish their admission 
requirements well ahead of the matriculation examinations, 
students can make informed decisions on what subjects to 
choose for their matriculation exams.

Organization of studies
full-time law programs are offered as long-cycle studies 
lasting five years (10 semesters). besides passing required 
modules, students must take a number of electives. elective 
courses can be chosen according to personal interests and 
should support the subject area of the final research project. 

The first year is preparatory and familiarizes students 
with legal terminology and the history of law from 
ancient to modern times. it also includes methodology of 
jurisprudence and logic.

The following areas are studied during the remaining years:

•	 civil law

•	 criminal law

•	 constitutional law

•	 administrative law and proceedings

•	 labour law

•	 financial and trade law

•	 interpretation of law (case analysis)

during the third year of study, students make the final 
decision about their specialization. in addition to law 
subjects, two foreign language courses must be taken as 
a part of the required curriculum. At the end of the fifth 
year, students present their research project, called praca 
magisterska (master’s thesis), which can earn them 20  
ects credits.

Exit credentials and qualifications
upon successful completion of the program, a positive 
review of the research project and a final examination 
(egzamin magisterski), a student graduates with the title of 
magister prawa (master in law).

All law graduates can work in any public or private law  
firm or state administration office. They can hold a variety 
of positions, for example, income tax advisor or  
patent attorney.

law graduates can continue their studies by specializing in 
one of the available applications (aplikacja):

•	 notary (notariusz)

•	 prosecutor (oskarzyciel)
•	 judge (sedzia)

•	 defence lawyer (adwokat)
•	 legal counsellor (radca prawny)

The length of study, depending on the specialty, can vary 
from two-and-a-half to three-and-a-half years. studies 
are a combination of university lectures and a practicum 
taken at a law firm or regional court. The completion of the 
specialization gives access to independent practice within 
the chosen specialty. 

Core curriculum (as recommended by the General 
Council for Higher Education)
law studies are structured as integrated long-cycle 
programs lasting at least 10 semesters, with a minimum of 
2,400 instructional hours. The number of ects credits 
earned should be no less than 300. 
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minimum subject hours (foundation and specialty  
subjects only): 

Table 20: lAW, core curriculum

FoUNDATIoN SUBJECTS HoUrS

Jurisprudence  45

logic  45

Constitutional law  45

Criminal law  45

Administrative law  45

Civil law  90

Administrative and Court Proceedings  45

Criminal Proceedings  45

Civil Proceedings  45

SPECIAlTy SUBJECTS HoUrS*

Theory and Philosophy of law

Political and legal Doctrines

labour laws and Social Insurance Systems

Financial law and Public Finances

International Public law

European Union law

Economic law

History of Polish law

History of International law

Ancient rome law

Commerce law

Total 330

* No specific minimum hours are recommended for each subject

ADDITIoNAl SUBJECTS HoUrS

Physical Education  60

Foreign language (English recommended) 120

Information Technology  30

third-cycle degree  
(doctoral studies—studia 
doktoranckie) programs
degree of doctor (stopien doktora)
doctoral studies are offered by heis that have 
authorization to grant a doktor degree in a given field. based 
on a 2007 regulation of the ministry of science and higher 
education, doctoral studies cannot last longer than four 
years, except under certain circumstances, allowing an 
extension of no more than one year. doctoral studies lead to 
advanced in-depth knowledge in a specific discipline. They 
also prepare individuals to conduct independent research in 
the discipline studied.

upon completion of a doctoral program, students receive a 
certificate of completion of doctoral studies (swiadectwo 
ukonczenia studiow doktoranckich). The completion of a 
doctoral program is the typical route to receiving the degree 
of doktor. however, it is not mandatory. The academic 
degree of doktor is awarded to a person who:

1. holds a magister degree (or equivalent)
2. has passed doctoral examinations, as determined by  

the institution granting the degree 
3. has submitted and publicly defended a  

doctoral dissertation

The highest academic degree in poland is the degree of 
doctor of habilitation (doktor habilitowany or dr.habil.) The 
dr.habil. degree is a prerequisite for appointment to senior 
posts in the academic profession and ultimately leads to the 
title of professor. it involves years of innovative research, 
several publications and a further thesis. 
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Teacher Education

before the 1991–99 reform
The second World War left poland in ruins, with the 
country’s educational resources severely depleted. by 1945 
several thousand teachers were lost. As a response to these 
losses, numerous teachers’ training schools were opened 
in the decade following the end of the war. initially, there 
were no strict admission requirements to these programs. in 
addition, several short-term courses were also available to all 
who wanted to gain skills as teachers. eventually, four types 
of teachers’ training schools emerged.

pedagogical lyceums  
(Liceum pedagogiczne) 
pedagogical lyceums were secondary schools admitting 
those who had completed primary school and passed the 
entry examination. initially, the program lasted four years; 
it was then extended to five years. students could choose 
to specialize in teaching specific subjects. Graduates of 
pedagogical lyceums were prepared to work as kindergarten 
and primary schoolteachers (mostly in classes 1 to 3). 

upon completion of the program, students received 
a certificate of completion of pedagogical lyceum 
(swiadectwo ukonczenia liceum pedagogicznego). Those  
who also passed the matriculation exam (egzamin 
maturalny) and were awarded the matriculation certificate 
(swiadectwo dojrzalosci) could continue their studies at  
the university level.

pedagogical lyceums existed until the end of the 1960s.

teachers’ training institutes 
(Studium nauczycielskie)
teachers’ training institutes were established in 1954 to 
offer specialized professional education to matriculation 
certificate (swiadectwo dojrzalosci) holders. They were 
designed to train kindergarten and primary schoolteachers. 
studies were offered as two-year full-time or three-year 
extramural (zaoczne) programs. They were considered 
secondary professional education (srednie wyksztalcenie 
zawodowe). Graduates received a certificate of completion 

of teachers’ training institute (swiadectwo ukonczenia 
studium nauczycielskiego) and could teach in all classes of 
primary school.

in 1984 teachers’ training institutes introduced changes 
to their admission requirements and courses offered. for 
almost a decade the following programs were available:

•	 two-year (or three-year, if extramural) programs 
for graduates of secondary schools (holders of a 
matriculation certificate) who wanted to become 
primary schoolteachers. students of this program 
could specialize in one of the following areas:

•	 integrated teaching (all subjects in classes 1 to 3)

•	 music (classes 4 to 8)

•	 fine arts (classes 4 to 8)

•	 general technical subjects (classes 4 to 8)

•	 physical education (classes 4 to 8)

Those who completed the program received a diploma 
of completion of the teachers’ training institute 
(dyplom ukonczenia studium nauczycielskiego).

•	 six-year programs for those who had completed 
primary school and wanted to be kindergarten or 
early childhood education teachers. These programs 
included matriculation examinations. holders of the 
matriculation certificate could apply for admission to 
higher education or, upon completion of a program, 
enter the workforce as preschool teachers.  

Those who completed the program received a diploma 
of completion of the teachers’ training institute 
(dyplom ukonczenia studium nauczycielskiego).

preschool education institutes 
(Studium wychowania przedszkolnego) 
These schools were established in 1974 in response to 
growing demand for qualified kindergarten teachers. 
preschool education institutes offered full-time and part-
time studies of different lengths, depending on the level 
of education previously completed, and admitted students 
with both primary and secondary education. courses were 
also available to those who had already worked without 
formal qualifications as early childhood educators. 
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programs admitting students with primary education 
included matriculation exams at the end of a fourth year of 
study. Graduates from all programs (holders of a diploma 
of completion of the preschool education institute—
dyplom ukonczenia studium wychowania przedszkolnego) 
were considered to have received a secondary professional 
qualification.

preschool education institutes were transformed into 
teachers’ training institutes in 1984.

higher education for teachers
General pedagogical studies before 1990 typically lasted 
four years and prepared graduates to work as preschool and 
school educators (for example, school counsellors or special 
education teachers). five-year programs were also available 
to train teachers of classes 1 to 3 (called “initial teaching”—
nauczanie poczatkowe). higher pedagogical schools (wyzsze 
szkoly pedagogiczne) offered these programs to holders of the 
matriculation certificate.

Those who had completed a program through a teachers’ 
training institute could enrol in a supplementary degree 
program that lasted two to four years depending on the 
field. There were also three-year engineering pedagogical 
programs to prepare teachers of technical subjects to work 
in vocational schools.

holders of the matriculation certificate who wanted to 
 be subject teachers in general secondary schools (liceum) 
had to enter a corresponding degree program (for example, 
polish language and literature, mathematics, biology, 
history) at a university. not all faculties had teacher 
education as part of their programs; it depended on the 
field. programs offering a specialty in teaching included 
a school practicum. All graduates who completed the 
program and defended their final theses received the title  
of magister in the particular discipline.

since the 1991–99 reforms
The changes that swept through europe in the late 1980s 
and early 1990s had an impact on the social and educational 
role of teachers in poland. new challenges were added to 
the professional teacher profile, such as: 

•	 an ability to deal with students from different  
cultural backgrounds, including those from 
disadvantaged families

•	 a readiness to solve complex pedagogical problems

•	 the ability to use information and communication 
technologies skillfully

The 1990 reform began the transformation in teacher 
training methods. The new programs focused much more 
on the practical competencies of future educators. new 
types of teacher training schools were introduced, while 
the old ones gradually closed. in 1997 the Amendment to 
the 1991 school education Act recommended two types 
of post-secondary training institutions (zaklady ksztalcenia 
nauczycieli) based on standards established by the ministry 
of national education and sports:

•	 teachers’ colleges—kolegium nauczycielskie
•	 foreign language teachers’ colleges—nauczycielskie 

kolegium jezykow obcych

post-secondary education  
for teachers
teachers’ colleges  
(Kolegium nauczycielskie or KN)
public teachers’ colleges are established under provincial 
administration, as represented by the chief educational 
officer called the kurator. individuals or organizations can 
establish non-public colleges. The ministry of national 
education gives permission to open kolegium based on 
several conditions. The most important is a written 
agreement with a higher education institution (university or 
academy) that offers second-degree (magister) programs for 
teachers in the same fields as the kolegium. The hei acts as 
a scientific supervisor for the college, ensuring the quality of 
the courses offered. 
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Administration
teachers’ colleges are not independent institutions; they 
operate under the scientific patronage of the respective 
higher schools or universities with which they have entered 
into an agreement. The institution or individual establishing 
the kolegium is responsible for the school’s general, 
personnel and financial management. The ministry of 
national education is the highest administrative authority 
for all teachers’ colleges.

Admission 
Admission is open to matriculation certificate holders and 
is based on the percentages (converted into points) achieved 
in required subjects. A medical certificate confirming 
suitability for a career in teaching must also be submitted. 

Programs
teachers’ colleges offer the following three-year programs:

1. kindergarten teacher 
2. primary schoolteacher
3. teacher-educator in special centres (for example, youth 

emergency shelters) 

programs can be taken as day, evening or extramural study. 
many colleges provide the option for students to customize 
their studies according to individual interests and future 
career plans. however, individualized programs must still 
meet core educational requirements as set by the respective 
school regulations.

Those who complete a teachers’ college program and pass 
the diploma examination receive a diploma of completion 
of teachers’ college (dyplom ukonczenia kolegium 
nauczycielskiego). This credential gives access to employment 
as a kindergarten or primary schoolteacher. Graduates of 
the kolegium can also challenge the licentiate examination 
conducted by the hei supervising the college. The title of 
licentiate gives access to further education at the master’s 
(magister) level. 
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History of language  26

Children’s and young Adult literature  39

licentiate Seminar  60

SPECIAlTy SUBJECTS IN INForMATIoN MANAGEMENT (lIBrAry)

Types of Communication  15

reading and Society  30

Books—libraries—Information  30

Analysis and Editing of Documents  60

History of Written Communication and Media  15

Basics of librarianship and Information  45

Information Services  45

Internet  30

Information Networks  30

Modern Publishing Houses  15

Information resources and Selection  45

PrACTICA

Major Specialty 135

Secondary Specialty (library)  45

ToTal  2,668

SUBJECTS 

ToTAl NUMBEr 
oF CoNTACT 
HoUrS IN A 
THrEE-yEAr 
ProGrAM

TEACHEr TrAINING

Psychology  75

Pedagogy  75

Methodology of Teaching 133

Communication Arts  15

voice Emission  30

Grading and Evaluation  26

History of Philosophy  60

Didactics of Scientific Information and its Storage  30

Work Methodology in School and  
Pedagogical library

 15

GENErAl SUBJECTS

Information Technology  56

Foreign language 120

Physical Education  60

BASIC AND SPECIAlTy SUBJECTS (lANGUAGE ArTS—PolISH)

old Polish literature 120

literature of Enlightenment and romanticism 150

literature of Positivism and young Poland 112

Modern literature 210

Poetics and literary Theory  90

Introduction to linguistics  15

Descriptive Grammar 120

old Church Slavonic language  30

Supplementary Sciences  15

latin 120

History of Poland  30

Foreign literature  30

language of Theatre, radio and Television  90

Historical Grammar 120

Sociolinguistics and Dialectology  26

lexicology and lexicography  30

sample program
teachers’ college sample program for primary school language arts teacher and librarian  
(Kolegium Nauczycielskie, Bielsko-Biala)

Table 21: sAmple proGrAm—primArY school lAnGuAGe Arts teAcher And librAriAn, teAchers’ colleGe



INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION GUIDE fOR ThE AssEssmENT Of EDUCATION fROm ThE REpUbLIC Of pOLAND

.50

foreign language teachers’ colleges 
(Nauczycielskie kolegium jezykow  
obcych or NKJO)
The first foreign language teachers’ colleges were established 
at the same time as were the teachers’ colleges. Their 
foundation is based on the same principles as are teachers’ 
colleges and they are administered in the same way, with 
the ministry of national education acting as the highest 
authority. A foreign language teachers’ college must 
first have a written agreement with a university or an 
academy regarding educational and scientific patronage 
and supervision. The body establishing the kolegium is 
responsible for the school’s general, personnel and  
financial management. 

Admission 
Admission is open to matriculation certificate holders and 
is based on the percentages (converted into points) achieved 
in required subjects. A medical certificate confirming 
suitability for a career in teaching must also be submitted.

Programs
foreign language teachers’ colleges offer three-year 
programs in several modern foreign languages, with 
english, french and German being the most popular. 
programs can be taken through day or evening study. 
instruction is provided in the specialty language and  
in polish.

Those who complete a foreign language teachers’ college 
program and pass the diploma examination receive a 
diploma of completion of foreign language teachers’ 
college (dyplom ukonczenia nauczycielskiego kolegium 
jezykow obcych). This credential gives access to employment 
as a foreign language teacher (of the language studied at the 
college) at all levels of school education. Graduates of the 
kolegium can also take a licentiate examination conducted 
by the hei supervising the college. The title of licentiate 
gives access to further education at the master’s  
(magister) level. 

sample program
foreign language teacher college sample program—
english language (Nauczycielskie Kolegium Jezykow 
Obcych, Torun)

Table 22: sAmple proGrAm—enGlish lAnGuAGe teAcher, 
foreiGn lAnGuAGe teAchers’ colleGe

SUBJECTS

ToTAl NUMBEr oF 
CoNTACT HoUrS 
IN A THrEE-yEAr 

ProGrAM

APPlIED lANGUAGE SKIllS

Integrated Skills 240

Applied Phonetics 120

Applied Grammar 300

Conversations 120

reading and Writing Comprehension 120

Stylistics  60

lexicology  30

Expressiveness  30

Translation  60

PHIloloGICAl EDUCATIoN

General Knowledge About Great Britain  30

General Knowledge About American Culture  30

History of Great Britain  60

History of the United States  60

Introduction to literary Criticism  30

British literature  60

American literature  60

Philosophy of language  30

General Knowledge of language  60

Descriptive Grammar  90

TEACHEr EDUCATIoN

Psychological and Educational Skills (Field Studies)  60

Psychology  60

Pedagogy  60

General Methodology 180

Methodology of Teaching Foreign language  60

voice Emission  30

Educational law  30

oTHEr

Practicum 150

Information Technology  60

Diploma Seminar  60

Second Foreign language 240

latin  30

ToTal 2,610
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university-level teacher education 
(wyzsze studia)
future teachers can also complete their studies at higher 
education institutions such as universities, polytechnic 
universities, specialized pedagogical academies, academies 
of physical education, agricultural academies and economic 
academies. degree programs with a teaching specialty have 
the benefit of preparing the student for two professions, 
one based on knowledge of the primary field studied and a 
second one as a teacher.

teacher training is available as part of first-cycle licentiate 
programs as well as second-cycle master’s degree programs. 
Admission to a first-degree three-year program is based 
on the results of the matriculation examination. two-
year master’s degree programs are available to holders of 
a licentiate degree with a teaching specialty. some heis 
still offer an integrated (or “long”) master’s degree program 
lasting five years, with entry requiring a matriculation 
certificate. in general, the structure of both the licentiate 
and the master’s degree programs with a teaching specialty 
is similar to all other university licentiate and master’s 
degree programs. 

The ministry of national education and sports established 
standards for university-level teacher training programs 
in a separate regulation issued in 2004. higher education 
institutions follow the prescribed standards but manage the 
programs independently, adapting them to local needs. 

most university-level teacher training programs are 
available through day or evening studies.

Table 23: components of teAcher trAininG 
proGrAms At hiGher educAtion 
institutions

TEACHEr TrAINING ProGrAMS AT HIGHEr EDUCATIoN INSTITUTIoNS
INClUDE:

•	 methodology of teaching of the major field studied  
(for example, Physics)

•	 methodology of teaching of an additional subject  
(for example, Mathematics)

•	 general pedagogy and education

•	 information technology

•	 a foreign language (for example, English)

•	 practical training

The primary subject component for teacher training 
programs (for example, chemistry, for future chemistry 
teachers) is taught following the standards for the respective 
degree program. The core knowledge gained in the subject 
(in this example, chemistry) is the same for students 
enrolled in a teaching specialty as it is for those enrolled in a 
theoretical program. 

in addition, students have the option of choosing a second 
primary subject as their future teaching specialty. The 
number of study hours increases in this case, but the length 
of the program remains much the same. When a foreign 
language is chosen as a second specialty, fluency standards 
must be met as required by the european system of foreign 
language education.

Table 24: minimum contAct hours for the pedAGoGicAl component of deGree proGrAms

SUBJECT
lICENTIATE ProGrAM

(3 yEArS)

MASTEr’S ProGrAM
(2 yEArS;  

oNE-SUBJECT SPECIAlTy)

MASTEr’S ProGrAM
(2 yEArS; 

TWo-SUBJECT SPECIAlTy)

MASTEr’S ProGrAM
(5 yEArS; INTEGrATED  

or loNG; 
TWo-SUBJECT SPECIAlTy)

Additional Teaching Specialty 400 60 150 550

Psychology  60 15  15  75

Pedagogy  60 15  15  75

Methodology of Teaching 150 30  45 180

voice Training  30 – –  30

Information Technology Flexible – – Flexible

Foreign language Flexible Flexible Flexible Flexible

Practical Training 180 30  45 210
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Graduates of the teaching specialties are expected to 
demonstrate the following competencies:

1. methodology of teaching
2. educational and social counselling skills
3. creativity and flexibility 
4. ability to plan and implement educational processes
5. excellent communications skills
6. knowledge of information technology applications in 

education
7. advanced knowledge of at least one foreign language

Graduates from licentiate programs with a teaching 
specialty can continue their studies by enrolling in a 
master’s (magister) degree program (general or teaching 
specialty). holders of a licentiate (licencjat) degree with a 
teaching specialty are prepared for employment as teachers 
in primary, lower secondary and vocational schools. They 
can also work as kindergarten teachers. 

holders of a master’s (magister) degree can continue their 
studies in doctoral programs. They can be employed as 
teachers in all levels of school education. 

Table 25: sAmple licentiAte (LICENCJAT) deGree proGrAm With A teAchinG speciAltY in phYsics  
(uniVersitY of WArsAW)

first year

SUBJECT
HoUrS oF 

INSTrUCTIoN
ECTS 

CrEDITS

Physics 240 24

Mathematics 360 28

Information Technology Training  45  3

English language 120  4

Ergonomics and occupational Safety Flexible  .5

Protection of Intellectual Property Flexible  .5

Summer Camp Course  36 Elective

Physical Education  30 –

second year

SUBJECT
HoUrS oF 

INSTrUCTIoN
ECTS 

CrEDITS

vibrations and Waves  90  7

Mechanics  90  7

Mathematics 120  9

Pedagogy  90  5

Psychology  60  4

English language 120  4

Quantum Physics  60  5

Thermodynamics  90  6

Methodology of Teaching Physics  45  3

Methods of Astronomic Measurements  45  4

voice and Speech  30  2

School Hygiene  30  2

Physical Education  60  –

Practicum  30         2

third year

SUBJECT
HoUrS oF 

INSTrUCTIoN
ECTS 

CrEDITS

Quantum Mechanics 120  9

Methodology of Teaching Physics  60  4

Methodology of Teaching Physics – lab  45  3

Methodology of Teaching Mathematics  60  5

General Astronomy  60  4

Electrodynamics  90  6

Computers in Teaching Physics and 
Mathematics

 45  3

History of Science and Development  
of Physics

 60  4

School Didactics  30  2

Physical Education  30 –

Practicum 150 10

licentiate Project 105 10
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Table 26: sAmple mAster’s (MAGISTER) deGree proGrAm 
With A teAchinG speciAltY in phYsics 
(uniVersitY of WArsAW)

first year 

SUBJECT 
HoUrS oF 

INSTrUCTIoN
ECTS 

CrEDITS

Physics – lab  90 10

Quantum Mechanics  60  6

Contemporary Theoretical Mechanics  60  6

Statistical Physics  60  6

From Experiment to Knowledge of Matter  90  9

Methodology of Teaching Physics –
Seminar

  
30

 
 3

Physics in Experiments  40  4

Mathematics  60  5

English language  30  1

Teaching Practicum  60 11

second year

SUBJECT
HoUrS oF 

INSTrUCTIoN
ECTS 

CrEDITS

Pedagogy with Psychology  30 2.5

Specialization Seminar  60  5

School Mathematics  90  5

Specialization lectures (elective*)  90  8

Methodology of Teaching Physics  60  6

General Academic Subjects (elective**)  60  6

School and Class – Seminar  30  2

Specialization Seminar  30  3

Physics – Historical Perspective  30 2.5

Specialization lab and Final  
research Project

 
240

 
20

*Suggested: Astrophysics, Geophysics, Sub-Atomic Physics, Quantum Theory, Theory of  
                 Fundamental reactions

**Suggested: Chemistry, History of Mathematics, reality Modeling 

post-diploma teacher education 
(studia podyplomowe)
several universities and other heis offer teacher training 
programs as post-diploma studies. These programs 
are intended for those who graduated from theoretical 
programs in science or humanities and who want to 
supplement their education with skills that will prepare 
them for the profession of teaching. 

Admission is open to holders of a licentiate degree who 
would like to work in primary schools and to holders  
of a master’s degree who want to become secondary 
school teachers. 

The post-licentiate and post-master’s diploma programs are 
basically the same. They focus on the general pedagogical 
skills that need to be applied to the teaching of a subject 
studied in a licentiate or a master’s degree program. post-
diploma teacher training programs are also available to 
working teachers who want to upgrade their skills and 
knowledge about modern methodology and the application 
of information technology in education. 

most post-diploma teacher training programs last two to 
three semesters. many of them are offered through evening 
studies. Those who graduate from post-diploma programs 
receive a certificate of completion of post-diploma studies 
(swiadectwo ukonczenia studiow podyplomowych).

Table 27: sAmple post-diplomA proGrAm for both 
licentiAte (LICENCJAT) deGree holders 
And mAster’s (MAGISTER) deGree holders—
lAnGuAGe Arts, polish

first semester

SUBJECT HoUrS oF INSTrUCTIoN

Developmental Psychology 60

Pedagogy 30

Multimedia in School Education 30

second semester

SUBJECT HoUrS oF INSTrUCTIoN

Pedagogy 30

Applied Stylistics 30

literary Interpretations and Theory of 
School-required readings

30

voice Emission 20

Textbooks, School Programs and 
organization of Education

 
10

third semester

SUBJECT HoUrS oF INSTrUCTIoN

Methodology (literature Teaching) 60

Methodology (language Teaching) 30

Psycho-linguistics Flexible
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professional certification
There is no separate teacher certification process in poland. 
Graduates of all teacher training programs that follow the 
standards prescribed by law are qualified to be employed as 

teachers at a level corresponding with their education level. 
school principals are responsible for hiring teachers.

Table 28: leVel of teAcher educAtion reQuired for emploYment Across the school sYstem

TyPE oF INSTITUTIoN CrEDENTIAl DUrATIoN

GIvES ACCESS To TEACHING:

PrESCHool PrIMAry
loWEr 
SECoNDAry

HIGHEr 
SECoNDAry voCATIoNAl

Teachers’ College Diploma of Completion of 
Teachers’ College (dyplom 
ukonczenia kolegium 
nauczycielskiego)

3 years

√ √

Foreign language 
Teachers’ College*

Diploma of Completion of 
Foreign language Teachers’ 
College (dyplom ukonczenia 
nauczycielskiego kolegium 
jezykow obcych)

3 years

√ √ √ √ √

University; 
other Higher Education 
Institutions

licentiate (licencjat) 
Engineer (inzynier)

3–4 years
√** √ √ √

Master’s (magister) degree 2 years √** √ √ √ √

Integrated master’s (magister) 
degree

5 years
√** √ √ √ √

Certificate of Completion 
of Post-Diploma Studies 
(for holders of a licentiate) 
(swiadectwo ukonczenia studiow 
podyplomowych)

2–3 
semesters

√ √ √

Certificate of Completion of 
Post-Diploma Studies (for 
holders of a master’s degree) 
(swiadectwo ukonczenia studiow 
podyplomowych)

2–3 
semesters

√ √ √ √

*Graduates may teach a foreign language at all levels of school education.

**only those who have specialized in preschool education may teach at this level.

The 1982 teachers’ charter (with several subsequent 
amendments) regulates promotion within the teaching 
profession. four levels of professional advancement are 
available to schoolteachers in poland:

1. trainee teacher (nauczyciel stazysta)
2. contract teacher (nauczyciel kontraktowy)
3. appointed teacher (nauczyciel mianowany)
4. chartered teacher (nauczyciel dyplomowany)

teachers in higher education
The 2005 higher education Act (Prawo o Szkolnictwie 
Wyzszym) sets the general principles for the appointment of 

academic teachers, including the required level of education 
for the position held. to become a teacher in a higher 
education establishment—public or private—a person must 
hold at least a master’s (magister) degree or its equivalent.

individual heis organize competitions for teaching posts 
to appoint their academic staff. several groups of higher 
education staff (including librarians and archivists) are 
considered to be academic teachers. two groups—the 
research and teaching group and the teaching staff—are 
directly involved in educational and mentoring activities.
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Table 29: reQuired AcAdemic deGrees—reseArch And 
teAchinG positions

PoSITIoN DEGrEE rEQUIrED

Professor Professor

Associate professor Doctor of Habilitation (at least)

visiting professor Doctor of Habilitation 

Adjunkt (lecturer) Doctor

Assistant Master’s (magister) degree (or equivalent)

The main responsibilities of the research and teaching staff 
are to teach, educate and mentor students and to carry out 
research in their respective fields.

Table 30: reQuired AcAdemic deGrees—teAchinG 
stAff positions

PoSITIoN DEGrEE rEQUIrED 

Instructor or  
language teacher

Master’s (magister) degree (or equivalent)

Seminar lecturer

Senior lecturer

Technical and  
Vocational Education

before the 1999 reform
basic vocational schools  
(zasadnicza szkola zawodowa)
until 1989 the main purpose of basic vocational education 
was to prepare skilled workers for industry. basic vocational 
schools (bVss) offered programs in specific professions 
and included quite limited general secondary education. 
Admission to bVss was open to those who had completed 
compulsory education (initially a seven-year and later an 
eight-year primary school program). 

most programs lasted three years, with the vocational 
component increasing from around 30 per cent in the 
first year to around 70 per cent in the last year. practical 
training took place mostly in school workshops. in addition 
to full-time school-based training, bVss participated in 
apprenticeship programs by providing theory classes for 
young workers.

Those who completed basic vocational school received 
a certificate of completion of basic Vocational school 
(swiadectwo ukonczenia zasadniczej szkoly zawodowej), which 
allowed entrance into the workforce as skilled workers 
(robotnik wykwalifikowany). certificate holders could also 
continue their education in supplementary general and 
technical secondary schools.

secondary schools incorporating 
vocational and professional training

Vocational Secondary Schools (liceum zawodowe)
Vocational secondary schools were established around 
1993. They existed until 1999 when  they were replaced 
with specialized secondary schools (liceum profilowane). 

programs lasted four years, providing vocational training 
similar to basic vocational education, but also including 
non-industrial skills. The curriculum covered general 
secondary education subjects that prepared individuals to 
take matriculation (Matura) examinations. 
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Graduates of this type of school received the certificate of 
completion of Vocational secondary school (swiadectwo 
ukonczenia liceum zawodowego). Those who passed the 
matriculation examinations immediately after completion 
of the school program received a matriculation certificate 
from vocational secondary school (swiadectwo dojrzalosci 
liceum zawodowego) only. The matriculation certificate 
included details regarding the vocational studies completed 
by the student. holders of the matriculation certificate 
from vocational secondary school could continue into 
degree programs.

Technical Lyceums (liceum techniczne)
The ministry of national education introduced the 
concept of a technical lyceum in 1998. it was a four-year 
secondary school admitting those who had completed an 
eight-year primary school program. technical lyceums 
provided general secondary education and general 
professional education in one of several fields (for example, 
forestry, agriculture, administration and economics). 
upon successful completion of the program, graduates 
would receive a certificate of completion of technical 
lyceum (swiadectwo ukonczenia liceum technicznego). 
Those who passed the matriculation examinations would 
receive only the matriculation certificate from technical 
lyceum (swiadectwo dojrzalosci liceum technicznego). This 
matriculation certificate included information about the 
professional training taken. 

technical lyceum graduates were not technicians. They 
could, however, take shorter post-lyceum programs in 
the field previously studied. post-lyceum programs were 
considered to be at the technician level.

When the implementation of the school system reform 
started in 1999, technical lyceums were transformed into 
specialized secondary schools (liceum profilowane).

technical and professional secondary 
schools (technikum, liceum zawodowe)
Admission to technical and professional secondary  
school programs was based on the completion of an eight-
year primary school program and (in many cases) entry 
examinations. 

programs lasted four to five years depending on the field. 
for example:

•	 engineering technology (technical secondary school, 
technikum)—five years (for example, chemical, 
mechanical, electrical, construction)

•	 nursing (nursing secondary school, liceum 
pielegniarstwa)—five years

•	 Kindergarten education (pedagogical secondary school, 
liceum pedagogiczne)—four years

All programs included general secondary subjects, 
professional subjects, practical training and a final 
professional practicum.

Graduates of this type of school received one of the 
following:

•	 certificate of completion of technical secondary 
school (swiadectwo ukonczenia technikum)

•	 certificate of completion of nursing secondary 
school (swiadectwo ukonczenia liceum pielegniarstwa)

•	 certificate of completion of pedagogical secondary 
school (swiadectwo ukonczenia liceum pedagogicznego)

in most cases, graduates could enter the workforce directly, 
at a technician level or equivalent. Those who also passed 
the matriculation examinations received a matriculation 
certificate only, from the appropriate school (swiadectwo 
dojrzalosci “xxx”) and could continue into degree programs.

post-lyceum and post-matriculation 
schools (szkoly policealne,  
szkoly pomaturalne)
post-lyceum and post-matriculation schools offered 
programs to graduates of general secondary schools and 
technical lyceums who did not continue their education 
at the tertiary level but who wished to obtain professional 
qualifications. 

Generally, admission was based on possession of a 
certificate of completion of secondary school or a 
certificate of completion of technical lyceum. programs 
in nursing, midwifery and librarianship required a 
matriculation certificate for admission.
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most programs lasted two years (two-and-a-half years 
for nurses and midwives) and consisted of theoretical 
studies, practical training and a final practicum. Graduates 
received a certificate of completion of post-lyceum school 
(swiadectwo ukonczenia szkoly policealnej) or a certificate 
of completion of post-matriculation school (swiadectwo 
ukonczenia szkoly pomaturalnej).

The professional training obtained through this type of 
school was considered to be the same as the training offered 
by secondary professional schools. for example, a nurse 
trained through a five-year nursing secondary school was 
considered to have the same qualifications as one who 
completed a two-and-a-half year post-matriculation  
school program. 

After the 1999 reform
Figure 10: structure of the current VocAtionAl And technicAl educAtion sYstem

lower Secondary School (gimnazjum)

Post-lyceum Schools 
(szkoly policealne)

 Employment

 Employment

Higher (Tertiary) Education:
Higher professional schools (wyzsze szkoly zawodowe), universities, academies, and so on.

General 
art School

(ogolno-ksztalcaca
szkola artystyczna)

4 years

Technical  
Secondary School

(technikum)
4 years

Supplementary 
Technical  

Secondary School
(technikum

uzupelniajace)
3 years

Supplementary  
General  

Secondary School
(liceum uzupelniajace)

2 years

apprenticeship  
Training

(szkolenie zawodowe)
2–3 years

Basic Vocational
School

(zasadnicza szkola 
zawodowa)
2–3 years
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Apprenticeship training  
(szkolenie zawodowe)
The polish constitution makes education obligatory for 
all citizens up to the age of 18. Therefore, students who 
graduate from lower secondary schools (at age 16) and 
are interested in immediate employment must enter an 
apprenticeship program. 

Apprenticeship training is organized by:

•	 employers (under the supervision of the relevant 
chamber or guild)

•	 continuing education centres (Centrum Ksztalcenia 
Ustawicznego)

•	 practical training centres (Centrum Ksztalcenia 
Praktycznego)

•	 voluntary labour corps (Ochotnicze Hufce Pricy)

•	 vocational schools

The most popular apprenticeship training is based on an 
employment contract between an employer and a trainee, 
who is granted the status of young worker (uczen–pracownik 
mlodociany). The employer is responsible for organizing 
the training. The young worker receives wages according to 
government regulations. The majority of young workers are 
trained in the private sector.

two qualifications can be obtained through employment-
based training:

1. The title of apprentice (czeladnik)—certificate of 
Apprenticeship (swiadectwo czeladnika); lower level

2. The title of master or journeyman (mistrz)—diploma 
of Journeyman (dyplom mistrza); higher level

both are received after passing specialized examinations 
organized by the relevant “chamber of crafts” (izba 
rzemieslnicza).

training can also be provided by a vocational school. 
participants have student status, and their practical training 
cost is covered by the school administration. students do 
not receive any remuneration. 

After completion of the training administered by a school, 
students may take an external professional examination 
(egzamin zawodowy) leading to a diploma of professional 
Qualification (dyplom potwierdzajacy kwalifikacje zawodowe).

Apprenticeship training is viewed as being on par with 
the vocational component of education offered by basic 
vocational schools. Apprenticeship training gives access to 
employment only.

basic vocational school  
(zasadnicza szkola zawodowa)
Graduates of lower secondary schools (gymnasium—
gimnazjum) who are interested in entering the workforce 
as quickly as possible may choose basic vocational school 
(zasadnicza szkola zawodowa) as an option to help them 
meet that goal. in the 2007–08 school year, almost 240,000 
students were enrolled in basic vocational school programs. 
in 2008 about 67,500 students graduated from the 
program.

basic vocational schools are the responsibility of the 
ministry of national education and are administered 
through regional education offices.

education at basic vocational schools prepares students for 
employment as skilled workers in almost 80 professions 
covering the following broad fields:

•	 arts

•	 business and administration

•	 engineering technology

•	 manufacturing and processing

•	 architecture and construction

•	 agriculture, forestry and fishery

•	 retail and general services

Admission
Admission to basic vocational schools is based on the  
results of the lower secondary school final examination and 
(in some cases) on final grades for specific program- 
related subjects.
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Program
The duration of most basic vocational school programs 
is two years. if the specific profession requires a longer 
training program, the number of hours of vocational classes 
increases accordingly. The number of general education 
hours remains the same but may be taken over the course of 
three years.

Table 31: bAsic subJects frAmeWorK—clAsses 1 And 2, 
bAsic VocAtionAl school

SUBJECTS

CUMUlATIvE 
HoUrS PEr 
WEEK ovEr  
TWo yEArS

language Arts (Polish) 5

Foreign language 3

History and Social Studies 2

Mathematics 4

Physics and Astronomy 2

Geography and Environmental Protection 2

Basics of Entrepreneurship 1

Physical Education 6

Civil Defence 2

lessons with the Homeroom Teacher 1

vocational subjects following a program for a 
chosen profession

35

religion/Ethics 4

Hours at the Principal’s Discretion  
(Information Technology and Preventive  
Health Care recommended)

3

ToTal 70

sample program
basic Vocational school of catering in Gdynia 
(Zasadnicza Szkola Zawodowa—Gastronomiczna  
w Gdyni): sample program for a cook (kucharz)

Table 32: sAmple proGrAm, cooK—bAsic VocAtionAl 
school of cAterinG in GdYniA (tWo-YeAr, 
full-time proGrAm)

SUBJECTS

ClASS

CUMUlATIvE 
HoUrS PEr 
WEEK ovEr 
TWo yEArS

FIrST 
yEAr  
(38 

WEEKS)

SECoND 
yEAr  
(38 

WEEKS)

GENErAl SECoNDAry SUBJECTS

language Arts (Polish)  3  3  6

Foreign language – English  2  1  3

History and Social Studies  1  1  2

Mathematics  2  2  4

Physics and Astronomy  1  1  2

Geography with  
Environmental Protection

 1  1  2

Basics of Entrepreneurship  –  1  1

Information Technology  1  –  1

Physical Education  3  3  6

Civil Defence  1  1  2

lessons with the  
Homeroom Teacher

 1  1  2

16 15 31

voCATIoNAl SUBJECTS

Technology of Catering  
and Commodities

 5  5 10

occupational Health  
and Safety

 2  –  2

Practical Training  5 11 16

Basics of Nutrition  1  1   2

Basics of Accounting  2  –   2

Catering Equipment  2  –   2

 17 17  34

ADDITIoNAl SUBJECTS

religion/Ethics  2  2  4

Family life Education  –  1  1

ToTal 35 35 70
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Exit credentials
students who pass all the subjects required for the 
program receive a certificate of completion of basic 
Vocational school (swiadectwo ukonczenia zasadniczej szkoly 
zawodowej). They can continue their education by entering 
either supplementary technical secondary schools or 
supplementary general secondary schools. 

Graduates of basic vocational schools also have the 
option of taking an external professional examination 
(egzamin zawodowy) leading to a diploma of professional 
Qualification (dyplom potwierdzajacy kwalifikacje zawodowe).

supplementary secondary schools for 
graduates of basic vocational schools
holders of a certificate of completion of basic Vocational 
school who decide to continue their education have the 
option of going on to either of the following supplementary 
secondary schools:

•	 a three-year supplementary technical secondary school 
(technikum uzupelniajace)

•	 a two-year supplementary general secondary school 
(uzupelniajace liceum ogolnoksztalcace)

both supplementary secondary school programs include 
secondary education subjects taught at general secondary 
schools. They prepare students for the matriculation 
examinations. students who choose not to take 
matriculation exams receive one of the following:

•	 certificate of completion of supplementary technical 
secondary school (swiadectwo ukonczenia technikum 
uzupelniajacego)

•	 certificate of completion of supplementary 
General secondary school (swiadectwo ukonczenia 
uzupelniajacego liceum ogolnoksztalcacego)

by enrolling in a supplementary technical secondary school, 
basic vocational school graduates have the opportunity 
to expand their vocational knowledge and progress to the 
professional level of a technician in a particular field.

supplementary technical secondary schools follow ministry 
of national education recommendations for the basic 
subject framework, curriculum and assessment.

Table 33: bAsic subJects frAmeWorK—clAsses 1 to 3, 
supplementArY technicAl secondArY school

SUBJECTS

CUMUlATIvE HoUrS 
PEr WEEK ovEr 

THrEE yEArS

language Arts (Polish)  9

First Foreign language 11

Second Foreign language

History and Social Studies  5

Knowledge of Culture  1

Mathematics  6

Physics and Astronomy  2

Chemistry  2

Biology  2

Geography  2

Basics of Entrepreneurship  1

Information Technology  1

Physical Education  9

lessons with the Homeroom Teacher  1

Professional Subjects 31

religion/Ethics  6

Hours at the Principal’s Discretion  
(Information Technology and Preventive  
Health Care recommended)

 5

ToTal 94



INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION GUIDE fOR ThE AssEssmENT Of EDUCATION fROm ThE REpUbLIC Of pOLAND

.61

sample program 
supplementary technical secondary school program 
(Technikum uzupelniajace):  
curriculum for a three-year program in catering 
management (szef gastronomii)

Table 34: sAmple proGrAm, cAterinG mAnAGement—
supplementArY technicAl secondArY 
school (three-YeAr, full-time proGrAm)

SuBjECTS

language Arts (Polish) Basics of Entrepreneurship

Biology Human Nutrition

Chemistry Administration and Economics

Physics and Astronomy Technology of Catering and Commodities

Geography Information Technology 

History occupational Health and Safety

English language Catering Equipment

German language Physical Education

Culture and Arts religion/Ethics

Mathematics Practical Training (Hotel restaurant)

Social Studies

Exit credentials
students who pass all the required subjects receive a 
certificate of completion of supplementary technical 
secondary school (swiadectwo ukonczenia technikum 
uzupelniajacego). prior to 2005 those who passed the 
matriculation examination (at the end of class 3) received 
one document—the matriculation certificate (swiadectwo 
dojrzalosci technikum). This certificate included details of 
both the general and professional education taken. since 
2005 the matriculation certificate has been issued as a 
separate document, listing the results of the matriculation 
examinations only.

Graduates of supplementary technical secondary 
schools can take an external professional examination 
(egzamin zawodowy) leading to a diploma of professional 
Qualification (dyplom potwierdzajacy kwalifikacje zawodowe).

technical secondary schools 
(technikum)
technical secondary school programs incorporate technical 
and professional education with general secondary school 
education. When taken as full-time study following lower 

secondary school (gymnasium—gimnazjum), the program 
lasts four years and the typical age of students is 16 to 20. 
technical secondary schools are the responsibility of the 
ministry of national education and are administered 
through regional offices.

in the 2007–08 school year, over 555,000 students were 
enrolled in technical secondary school programs (classes 1 
to 4). in 2008 over 109,000 young people graduated from 
programs in one of the following fields:

•	 agriculture, forestry and fishery technology

•	 architecture and construction

•	 arts

•	 computing science technology

•	 economics and administration

•	 engineering technology

•	 environmental protection

•	 general services

•	 health sciences

•	 manufacturing and processing

•	 physical and earth sciences

•	 social sciences

•	 transportation

•	 veterinary science

Admission
Admission to most technical secondary schools is 
competitive and based on the results of the lower secondary 
school (gymnasium—gimnazjum) examination, plus final 
grades for subjects related to the chosen program.

Program
The ministry of national education sets a basic subjects 
framework for all programs. it consists of the minimum 
hours required for general secondary subjects and the 
prescribed number of professional training hours. in a 
four-year program, the framework recommends at least 
50 cumulative hours per week for professional subjects, 
including practical studies.
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sample program
technical secondary school of catering in Gdynia 
(Technikum Gastronomiczne w Gdyni): sample program 
for the catering management technician (technik 
organizacji uslug gastronomicznych) program

Table 35: sAmple proGrAm, cAterinG mAnAGement 
techniciAn—technicAl secondArY school 
of cAterinG in GdYniA  
(four-YeAr, full-time proGrAm)

SUBJECTS

Biology Customer Service

Chemistry Basics of Psychology

language Arts (Polish) Civil Defence

Physics and Astronomy Physical Education

Geography religion/Ethics

History office Administration

English language Catering Technology

French language Information Technology

German language Culture and Arts

Mathematics Social Studies

Economics and organization 
of Catering

Bookkeeping and Finances in  
Catering Businesses

Professional Terminology in 
Foreign language

Principles of Nutrition

Exit credentials
students who pass all the subjects required for a program 
receive the certificate of completion of technical 
secondary school (swiadectwo ukonczenia technikum). Those 
who pass the matriculation examination (at the end of class 
4) also receive the matriculation certificate (swiadectwo 
dojrzalosci), which allows the holder the option to enter 
degree programs. 

Graduates of technical secondary schools can take an 
external professional examination (egzamin zawodowy) 
leading to a diploma of professional Qualification (dyplom 
potwierdzajacy kwalifikacje zawodowe).

post-lyceum professional schools 
(szkoly policealne)
present-day post-lyceum schools continue the pre-reform 
concept of offering professional education to graduates of 
secondary schools (general and specialized) who choose not 
to continue their education at the university level. in the 
2008–09 school year over 3,300 post-lyceum schools—both 
public and non-public—offered hundreds of programs in a 
variety of technical and non-technical fields (for example, 
dental assistant, social worker, mining technician  
and dietitian). 

Admission
Admission to post-lyceum programs is open to all who 
have completed upper secondary education—in particular, 
holders of the certificate of completion of General 
secondary school or specialized secondary school. 

Program
programs offered by post-lyceum schools are based on the 
professions and occupations classification, as set by the 
ministry of labour and social policy. The ministry of 
national education prescribes the length and content of a 
program corresponding to a particular profession.

program lengths vary from one year (for example, dental 
assistant, handicapped persons assistant) to two-and-a-half 
years (for example, dental technician, social worker, air 
transport mechanical technician). courses can be taken 
as day or evening study. The length of the program is 
approximately the same, regardless of the mode in which  
it is taken.

Table 36: bAsic subJects frAmeWorK—post-lYceum 
school (for GrAduAtes of speciAliZed 
secondArY schools)

CoMPUlSory SUBJECTS
CUMUlATIvE HoUrS PEr WEEK 

IN oNE-yEAr ProGrAM

Professional Training 32

Physical Education 3

Professional Practicum varies
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sample program
medical post-lyceum professional school in 
czestochowa (Medyczne Studium Zawodowe w 
Czestochowie): sample program for a dental assistant 
(Asystentka stomatologiczna)

Table 37: sAmple proGrAm, dentAl AssistAnt—medicAl 
post-lYceum professionAl school in 
cZestochoWA (one-YeAr, full-time proGrAm)

SUBJECTS

Physical Education 

Psychology

Anatomy, Physiology and Pathology of Teeth and Gums 

Basic Microbiology 

Pharmacology

Professional Principles and Methods of Work—Theory 

Professional Principles and Methods of Work—lab

Basics of law and Economics 

Practical Training 

Practicum 

Table 38: bAsic subJects frAmeWorK—post-lYceum 
school (for GrAduAtes of GenerAl 
secondArY schools)

CoMPUlSory SUBJECTS
CUMUlATIvE HoUrS PEr WEEK 

IN TWo-yEAr ProGrAM

Professional Training Classes 50

Physical Education 6

Professional Practicum varied

sample program 
noVA education centre: sample program for a 
horticultural technician (Technik ogrodnik)

Table 39: sAmple proGrAm, horticulturAl 
techniciAn—noVA educAtion centre (four-
semester, full-time proGrAm)

SUBJECTS

HoUrS/SEMESTEr ToTAl

1 2 3 4  

Basics of Horticulture  30  25  55

Mechanization in Horticulture  25  30  55

Traffic regulations  30  30

orchard Nursery  40  42  82

vegetable Gardening  25  43  68

ornamental Plants  30  38  68

Economics and Administration  15  24  30  40 109

Specialization  15  26  41

Practical Training  20  40  50  64 174

Basics of Entrepreneurship    18  18

Total 120 170 290 220 700

Practicum 8 weeks

Exit credentials
All students who successfully finish a post-lyceum  
program receive a certificate or diploma of completion 
of post-lyceum school (swiadectwo or dyplom ukonczenia 
szkoly policealnej).

in order to practise their profession, graduates of 
post-lyceum schools may take an external professional 
examination (egzamin zawodowy) leading to a diploma 
of professional Qualification (dyplom potwierdzajacy 
kwalifikacje zawodowe).

diploma of professional qualification
The examination confirming a vocational or professional 
qualification is currently called the professional examination 
(egzamin zawodowy). it replaces several previous vocational 
examinations. These external professional examinations 
are organized once a year by the regional examination 
commission. They are comprehensive and the content is 
developed in cooperation with the ministry of national 
education. currently, the commission offers exams in  
133 professions.
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The professional examination is voluntary but necessary 
to gain employment in a professional field. The exams are 
conducted for graduates of vocational and professional 
programs from:

•	 basic vocational schools

•	 secondary technical schools

•	 supplementary technical secondary schools

•	 post-lyceum schools

The professional examination consists of:

•	 two written parts (passing grade: 50 per cent for part i 
and 30 per cent for part ii )

•	 a practical component (passing grade: 75 per cent)

results are marked using a point system established by the 
central examination commission. Those who pass the 
professional examination receive a diploma of professional 
Qualification (dyplom potwierdzajacy kwalifikacje 
zawodowe)—formerly the diploma of skilled Worker 
(dyplom robotnika wykwalifikowanego). 

The diploma states the level of the qualification. most 
graduates from two-year (or two-and-a-half year) 
programs receive the title of technician (for example, 
dental technician—Technik dentystyczny) or equivalent 
(for example, social Worker—Pracownik socjalny). Those 
who finish one-year programs based on a specialized 
secondary school profile also receive the title of technician. 
certain post-lyceum programs are offered only as a one-
year program (for example, dental Assistant—Asystentka 
stomatologiczna) regardless of previous education. for these 
programs, the diploma of professional Qualification gives 

the title of assistant (for example, dental Assistant), which 
is a level lower than technician.

At the student’s request, the regional examination 
commission can issue a diploma supplement called the 
europass. The supplement describes the details of the 
program taken and the competencies acquired. it does 
not replace the diploma of professional Qualification for 
credential assessment purposes but it is useful for gaining 
employment within the european labour market.

Grading scale 
The grading scale in vocational and technical schools at all 
levels is the same as used across the entire school system.

Table 40: Generic GrAdinG scAle—VocAtionAl And 
technicAl schools

MArK
PolISH  
DESCrIPTor ABBrEvIATIoN

ENGlISH 
DESCrIPTor

6 celujacy cel excellent

5 bardzo dobry bdb very good

4 dobry db good

3 dostateczny dst satisfactory

2 dopuszczajacy dop pass

1 niedostateczny ndst fail

Grading Scales

before the 1991–99 reforms
prior to the reform of the school system, one grading scale, 
centrally prescribed by the ministry of national education, 
was used at all levels of education including post-secondary. 

Table 41: pre-reform GrAdinG scAle

MArK PolISH DESCrIPTor  ABBrEvIATIoN ENGlISH DESCrIPTor
IQAS CoMPArISoN 

(PErCENTAGE)

5 bardzo dobry bdb very good 90%

4 dobry db good 75%

3 dostateczny dst satisfactory 60%

2 dopuszczający ndst fail fail
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because the grading scale was limited, teachers often added 
a plus (+) or a minus (–) to a mark (so, for example, a 4+ was 
considered better than “good,” but not quite “very good”). 
This practice was permitted for the internal assessment of 
individual projects and tests. only a full mark could be used 
as a final mark on official documentation (certificates of 
promotion or completion). 

A student was promoted to a higher grade after receiving 
at least a 3 (or “satisfactory”—dostateczny) in all subjects at 
the end of the school year. if the student failed one subject, 
receiving a 2 (or “fail”—niedostateczny), he or she could take 
a correction examination (egzamin poprawkowy) before the 
next school year began. Those who failed the correction 
examination were not promoted.

in higher education, a student’s achievements were recorded 
in his or her student book, the indeks. subjects were 
listed chronologically by consecutive semesters and years. 
students sat examinations separately in each subject. exams 
could be written or oral. for subjects that did not conclude 
with examinations, students were awarded a zaliczenie 
(“pass” or “credit”) if they had met all requirements, for 
example, attending lectures and seminars and completing 
various projects. 

The final diploma or certificate of completion mark was 
assigned as an average of the marks received in the final 
examination and the diploma project. only a full mark 
could be assigned as a final grade.

After the 1991–99 reforms
school education
in 1991 the existing grading scale was expanded to a six-
point scale with the addition of the marks 1 (niedostateczny) 
and 6 (celujacy). The mark of 2 (mierny) became the 
minimum passing mark. The new scale was universally 
implemented in the school system starting in  
september 1992. 

in April 1999, when the entire school system reform was 
officially implemented, another regulation was issued 
confirming the new grading scale, and the mark of 2 was 
renamed “dopuszczajacy.”

Table 42: post-reform GrAdinG scAle— 
school educAtion

MArK
PolISH 

DESCrIPTor
ENGlISH 

DESCrIPTor

IQAS 
CoMPArISoN 
(PErCENTAGE)

6 celujacy excellent 90%

5 bardzo dobry very good 80%

4 dobry good 70%

3 dostateczny satisfactory 60%

2 dopuszczajcy* acceptable 52%

1 niedostateczny fail fail

*mierny until 1999 

A student is promoted to a higher grade after receiving 
at least “acceptable” (2—dopuszczający) marks in all 
compulsory subjects at the end of the school year. if 
the student fails one subject, receiving a mark of 1 
(niedostateczny), he or she can take a correction examination 
(egzamin poprawkowy) before the next school year begins. 
Those who fail the correction exam are not promoted. 

colleges (kolegia)
college programs have their own grading scale, prescribed 
by the ministry of national education, which is similar to 
the school education scale except that the minimum pass 
mark is 3 (dostateczny). The grading scale is shown in  
table 43.

Table 43: post-reform GrAdinG scAle—colleGes

MArK*
PolISH 

DESCrIPTor
ENGlISH 

DESCrIPTor

IQAS 
CoMPArISoN 
(PErCENTAGE)

6 celujacy excellent 90%

5+ or 5.5 bardzo dobry plus very good plus 85%

5 bardzo dobry very good 80%

4+ or 4.5 dobry plus good plus 74%

4 dobry good 66%

3+ or 3.5 dostateczny plus satisfactory plus 60%

3 dostateczny satisfactory 52%

2 niedostateczny fail fail

zaliczenie credit or pass pass

niezaliczenie fail fail

*All passing marks, except the highest mark (6—”excellent” or celujacy), may be upgraded by 0.5 (“+”). 
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A student’s learning achievements are recorded in a student 
record book, the indeks. The completion of most courses 
requires an oral or written examination. some courses are 
evaluated based on a student’s work within a prescribed 
time frame (for example, a semester), rather than on a final 
examination. in this case, essays and projects are marked 
individually with successful students being awarded a credit 
or pass (zaliczenie) as a final course mark.

degree programs
After the reforms began in 1991, the regulation imposing 
a ministry-prescribed grading scale on universities and 
university-level institutions was lifted. heis were granted 
the freedom to choose their own scales for the internal 
assessment of student progress and achievement, as long as 
it is indicated in the statutes of the institution. however, 
most schools kept the traditional pre-reform grading 
scale. over time, many institutions have chosen to use 
intermediate grades on official documentation. 

Table 44: post-reform GrAdinG scAle— 
hiGher educAtion

MArK
PolISH 

DESCrIPTor
ENGlISH 

DESCrIPTor

IQAS 
CoMPArISoN 
(PErCENTAGE)

5 bardzo dobry very good 90%

4+ or 4.5 dobry plus good plus 80%

4 dobry good 70%

3+ or 3.5 dostateczny plus satisfactory plus 60%

3 dostateczny satisfactory 52%

2 niedostateczny fail fail

zaliczenie credit or pass pass

niezaliczenie fail fail

The performance assessment period is either one semester 
or one academic year. to successfully complete a semester 
(or a year) a student must receive at least “satisfactory” 
(3) marks in all subjects with examinations and obtain 
a “credit” or “pass” (zaliczenie) in the remaining subjects. 
students sit examinations separately for each subject. 
exams may be written or oral. The requirements for 
obtaining a zaliczenie may include attending lectures and 
seminars and completing various projects. 

students who fail an examination the first time may take it 
again during a correction session (sesja poprawkowa) before 
the next academic year (usually in september).

A student’s achievements are recorded in his or her student 
book, the indeks. subjects are listed chronologically by 
consecutive semesters and years. 

european credit transfer and 
Accumulation system (ects)
The ects system also includes a grading scale, 
implemented in poland as shown in table 45.

Table 45: GrAdinG scAle—europeAn credit trAnsfer 
And AccumulAtion sYstem (ects)

MArK
PolISH 

DESCrIPTor
ENGlISH 

DESCrIPTor ECTS GrADE

5 (6*) bardzo dobry very good A

4+ or 4.5 dobry plus good plus B

4 dobry good C

3+ or 3.5 dostateczny plus satisfactory plus D

3 dostateczny satisfactory E

2 niedostateczny fail F

*Note: Some higher education institutions use a mark of 6 in their grading scales. In 6-point scales, both the   
        5 and the 6 are typically converted to an ECTS grade of A.
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before the school reform, individual schools issued the 
matriculation certificates (swiadectwo dojrzalosci) because 
the exams were organized internally. in the decade 
following the implementation of the school reform, several 
changes were made to the matriculation examination. since 
2005 the central examination commission has organized 
matriculation examinations externally. consequently, the 
matriculation certificates are now issued by the respective 
recs. While the name of the certificate remains the same 
(swiadectwo dojrzalosci), the name of the examination has 
changed from egzamin dojrzalosci to egzamin maturalny.

similarly, before the reform, vocational qualifications 
(the basic vocational or technician level) were included in 
the certificate of completion of school with the academic 
level. since the reform, two documents are issued—a 
school-issued certificate of completion and the regional 
examination commission’s diploma of professional 
qualification.

format of documents
The format (that is, the colour and size) of school 
documents has changed slightly over the years. however, 
their basic content, the layout and certain elements of the 
graphic design have remained the same, making it easy to 
recognize polish school documents regardless of the date  
of issue.

The certificates of completion for any school level  
typically include:

•	 the national emblem (an eagle, placed at the top of the 
first page)

•	 the name of the document (in capital letters, 
underneath the national emblem)

•	 student’s name

•	 student’s place and date of birth

•	 student’s national identification number  
(called PESEL)

•	 statement of completion

•	 school name and location

•	 round school seal or stamp

•	 signature of school principal

•	 subjects taken and grades received

documents issued by the regional examination 
commission may include some or all of the above elements. 

Documentation

school education
Administration of documents
The ministry of national education decides which 
documents will be issued to students and graduates and in 
what format (content, layout, safety features and colours). 
The ministry has control over documents from kindergarten 
to post-lyceum schools.

As a result of the 1991–99 school education reform, the 
ministry of national education published a regulation 
regarding the basic principles of producing, distributing and 
registering school documents. This regulation was followed 
by several amendments; the most recent one is dated  
may 2010.

Although the format is under ministry control, individual 
schools are responsible for the distribution of:

•	 certificates of promotion to a higher grade  
(swiadectwo szkolne)

•	 certificates of completion of school (swiadectwo 
ukonczenia szkoly)

•	 transcripts of records (arkusz ocen)

•	 student books (indeks)
•	 diplomas of post-lyceum school (dyplom  

szkoly policealnej)

The central examination commission prepares and 
organizes external examinations, which are supervised 
by the regional examination commissions. The recs 
issue the results of the examinations or diplomas using 
templates provided by the ministry of national education. 
documents issued by the recs include:

•	 primary school test results (zaswiadczenie)
•	 lower secondary school examination results 

(zaswiadczenie)
•	 diplomas of professional qualification (dyplom 

potwierdzajacy kwalifikacje zawodowe)
•	 supplements to the diploma of professional 

qualification (suplement do dyplomu)

•	 matriculation examination certificates (swiadectwo 
dojrzalosci), since 2005

•	 certificates of external examination for all school 
education (egzaminy eksternistyczne)
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They can be distinguished from school-issued documents  
by the thick border, which is the same colour as the 
document’s background.

common safety features, especially for documents issued in 
recent years, include:

•	 background micro-print, called gilosz
•	 designated colour for each certificate

•	 multi-tone watermark on the title page

•	 fluorescent micro-fibres that are visible under uV light

•	 micro-fibres that are visible to the naked eye

•	 chemical components within the paper that prevent 
erasure or alteration of the document

•	 a unique, identifying serial number printed in the 
bottom left corner of the document

•	 a holographic image of the national emblem at the top 
of the title page

original certificates should never show any indication 
of correction or alteration. if errors are identified in a 
certificate, the student must exchange the certificate for 
a new, corrected version. however, transcripts may show 
corrections to the name of the student, made in red ink. 
lost certificates and transcripts may be replaced, but 
the replacement document will clearly indicate that it 
is a duplicate. A duplicate certificate carries the same 
legal authority as an original certificate. A record of all 
certificates issued is kept by the issuing school or by the 
appropriate regional commission.

documents are typically issued in polish. however, if 
studies were completed in a minority language, then the 
school certificate should have been issued in both polish  
and the minority language. if the language of instruction 
was english, then the school transcripts may be issued  
in english.

Table 46: credentiAls And AccompAnYinG documents—school educAtion

CrEDENTIAl
yEArS  

oF STUDy ISSUING BoDy  ColoUr* ACCoMPANyING DoCUMENTATIoN

Certificate of Completion of lower Secondary 
School (swiadectwo ukonczenia gimnazjum) 

3 regional Examination 
Commissions;
school

orange Final test results (wyniki 
sprawdzianu)
Transcript of records (arkusz ocen)

Certificate of Completion of General Secondary 
School (swiadectwo ukonczenia liceum 
ogolnoksztalcacego)

3 school pink Transcript of records (arkusz ocen)

Matriculation Certificate  
(swiadectwo dojrzalosci)

liceum – 3 
technikum – 4

school (prior to 2005);
regional Examination 
Commissions  
(after 2005)

pink  
(issued by school);
grey  
(issued by rEC)

Addendum (aneks) (for upgraded 
subjects—optional) 

Certificate of Completion of Basic vocational 
School (swiadectwo ukonczenia zasadniczej 
szkoly zawodowej)

2–3 school yellow Transcript of records (arkusz ocen)

Certificate of Completion of Technical Secondary 
School (swiadectwo ukonczenia technikum)

4 school pink Transcript of records (arkusz ocen)

Certificate of Completion of Post-lyceum School 
(swiadectwo ukonczenia szkoly policealnej)

1–2.5 school brown Transcript of records (arkusz ocen)

Diploma of Professional Qualification (dyplom 
potwierdzający kwalifikacje zawodowe)**

n/a regional Examination 
Commissions

light brown Europass (Supplement to the 
Diploma)

*The colour of each document is subject to change; however, this information was current at the time of publication.

**The Diploma of Professional Qualification may be awarded, upon further examination, to holders of the Certificate of Completion of Basic vocational School, the Certificate of Completion of Technical Secondary School or the    
 Certificate of Completion of Post-lyceum School.
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colleges 
Administration of documents
The ministry of national education sets the standards for 
documents issued by colleges. following ministry templates, 
each school issues its own documents and keeps copies in a 
registry archive.

format of documents
prior to 2002, college diplomas had a format similar to 
that of school documents (for example, the matriculation 
certificate). each document included a photograph of 
the graduate, personal information, the field studied, 
a statement of completion and grades received, school 
information and the signatures of school officials.

in 2002 the ministry of national education and sports 
established a new template for college diplomas. They are 
now issued as booklets with the following characteristics:

•	 navy blue leather hard cover

•	 sealed photograph signed by the diploma holder

•	 name of the credential

•	 graduation statement and program information

•	 information about the supervising higher  
education institution

•	 signatures of school officials

college students keep a record of their studies in a student 
book called an indeks. 

names of documents and credentials
•	 diploma of completion of teachers’ college  

(dyplom ukonczenia kolegium nauczycielskiego)

•	 diploma of completion of foreign language  
teachers’ college (dyplom ukonczenia nauczycielskiego 
kolegium jezykow obcych)

•	 diploma of completion of social Workers’  
college (dyplom ukonczenia kolegium pracownikow  
sluzb socialnych)

Additional documents: 

•	 transcript of records (arkusz ocen)—issued with  
the diploma

•	 student book (indeks)—given at the beginning of study 
to keep an up-to-date record of courses taken and 
grades received

higher education
Administration of documents
The ministry of science and higher education (which 
until about 2005 was the ministry of national education) 
sets the standards for degree names and the format of 
documents issued to graduates from degree programs. 

The ministry of science and higher education also 
keeps a detailed registry of recognized higher education 
institutions. The registry is updated on a regular basis and 
indicates the types of degree programs each institution  
can offer. 

The ministry sets the standards, but heis issue their 
own degree certificates. it is also the responsibility of each 
institution to keep copies of the documents issued.

format of documents
first-cycle, second-cycle and long-cycle degree certificates 
are issued as booklets with the following characteristics:

•	 brown leather hard cover bearing poland’s national 
emblem (a crowned eagle), the official name of the 
country and the document’s name—all imprinted in 
gold foil

•	 photo of the graduate signed by the student and sealed 
by the institution

•	 graduate’s personal information

•	 name of the school and of the program taken (major 
and/or minor)

•	 degree granted

•	 signatures of school officials

students receive a second copy of the degree, called Odpis, 
which carries the same legal weight as the original but is 
issued without a cover.

since 2005 a supplement to the diploma must be issued to 
each graduate from first-cycle, second-cycle and long-cycle 
degree programs. The supplement follows the standards 
set out by the european commission and by unesco/
cepes. it consists of eight sections:

1. personal information of diploma holder
2. document information (diploma number, degree 

granted, specialization, school information, language(s) 
of instruction)
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3. information about level of education (that is, admission 
requirements and length)

4. content of study (including information on the grading 
scale and credits earned)

5. qualifications (what the credential gives access to, 
academically and professionally)

6. additional information (awards received by and special 
achievements of the student)

7. confirmation of the supplement (official signatures and 
a seal)

8. brief overview of the higher education system in poland

The supplement is issued in polish and is printed on paper 
with brown microprint. upon request, a copy can also 
be issued in one of the modern european languages (for 
example, english, German, french).

doctoral degrees (dyplom doktora and dyplom doktora 
habilitowanego) are one-page documents issued on high-
quality hand-made cream-coloured paper. The national 
emblem is shown in black on top of the page followed by 
the official name of the country (republic of poland—
Rzeczpospolita Polska). The heading (dyplom), the scientific 
title and the name of the issuing institution are printed in 
red while the rest of the content is printed in black.

The certificate of completion of doctoral studies is a one-
page document issued on paper with light pink microprint. 

The certificate of completion of post-diploma studies 
consists of two pages (the second page lists subjects taken) 
printed on paper with brown microprint. 

names of documents and credentials
•	 diploma of completion of first-cycle studies (dyplom 

ukonczenia studiow pierwszego stopnia)—degree of 
licentiate (licencjat)

•	 diploma of completion of second-cycle studies 
(dyplom ukonczenia studiow drugiego stopnia)—degree of 
master (magister)

•	 diploma of completion of long-cycle Magister 
studies (dyplom ukonczenia jednolitych studiow 
magisterskich)—professional degree, master’s level

•	 diploma supplement (suplement do dyplomu)

•	 certificate of completion of doctoral studies 
(swiadectwo ukonczenia studiow doktoranckich)—third-
cycle studies 

•	 diploma of doctor (dyplom doktora)

•	 diploma of doctor of habilitation (dyplom doktora 
habilitowanego)

•	 certificate of completion of post-diploma studies 
(swiadectwo ukonczenia studiow podyplomowych)—post-
licentiate or post-master
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placement recommendations provide guidelines for 
comparing international and canadian educational 
credentials and standards. These recommendations are 
advisory in nature and indicate the general level of a 
credential in canadian terms.

placement recommendations represent benchmark 
assessments and do not cover all credentials. however, the 
fact that a credential is not mentioned in the placement 
recommendations does not mean it cannot be assessed by 
iQAs. international credentials not specifically covered 
should be referred to iQAs for individual evaluation.

Given the different educational philosophies, objectives 
and program structures in educational systems around the 
world, evaluation in terms of direct equivalence to specific 
canadian credentials is not possible. for this reason iQAs 
placement recommendations are made in terms of “generally 
compares to” and not “equivalent to.”

When evaluating international credentials iQAs considers 
the following:

•	 the education system of the country concerned

•	 the recognition of the awarding institution

•	 the level, length and structure of the program

When appropriate, iQAs may:

•	 consider that comparison to a different level of 
education may more accurately reflect the level of the 
international credential in canadian terms

•	 combine two or more credentials

CrEDENTIAl NAME IQAS rECoMMENDATIoNS

Certificate of Completion of Basic vocational School (swiadectwo 
ukonczenia zasadniczej szkoly zawodowej)

Generally compares to the completion of Grade 10.

Certificate of Completion of General, Specialized or Supplementary General 
Secondary School 
(swiadectwo ukonczenia liceum ogolnoksztalcacego, swiadectwo 
ukonczenia liceum profilowanego or swiadectwo ukonczenia 
uzupelniajacego liceum ogolnoksztalcacego)

Generally compares to the completion of Grade 12.
Note: A matriculation certificate is required for admission to  
university-level study.

Certificate of Completion of Technical or Supplementary Technical 
Secondary School  
(swiadectwo ukonczenia technikum or swiadectwo ukonczenia technikum 
uzupelniajacego)

Generally compares to the completion of Grade 12, including  
technical training.
Note: A matriculation certificate is required for admission to  
university-level study.

Matriculation Certificate from General Secondary, Supplementary General 
Secondary, Specialized Secondary, Technical Secondary or Supplementary 
Technical Secondary School 
(swiadectwo dojrzalosci liceum ogolnoksztalcacego, swiadectwo dojrzalosci 
uzupelniajacego liceum ogolnoksztalcacego, swiadectwo dojrzalosci 
liceum profilowanego, swiadectwo dojrzalosci technikum or swiadectwo 
dojrzalosci technikum uzupelniajacego)

Generally compares to the completion of Grade 12, including examinations 
required for university admission.

Certificate or Diploma of Completion of Post-lyceum School 
(swiadectwo ukonczenia szkoly policealnej/dyplom ukonczenia szkoly 
policealnej)

one-year program: 
Generally compares to the completion of a post-secondary certificate.
At least two-year program: 
Generally compares to the completion of a post-secondary diploma.

Appendix A—Placement Recommendations
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CrEDENTIAl NAME IQAS rECoMMENDATIoNS

Title of licentiate (tytul licencjat)
Title of Engineer (tytul inzynier)

Generally compares to the completion of a bachelor’s degree.

Master’s (magister) degree  
(second-cycle) 

Generally compares to the completion of a master’s degree.

Master’s (magister) degrees (integrated first-cycle and second-cycle) Fewer than 300 ECTS credits: 
Generally compares to the completion of a bachelor’s degree plus a graduate 
diploma.
At least 300 ECTS credits: 
Generally compares to the completion of a bachelor’s degree plus a master’s 
degree.

Diploma—Doctor of Medicine 
(dyplom—lekarz medycyny) 

Generally compares to the completion of a first professional university degree 
in medicine, preceded by prerequisite undergraduate study.
Note: Medical degrees in Poland involve six years of continuous study in a 
faculty of medicine. In Canada, medical degrees, in general, require at least 
two years of pre-professional study in science followed by four years of 
professional medical studies.

Diploma—Doctor of Dentistry  
(dyplom—lekarz dentysta)

Generally compares to the completion of a first professional university degree 
in dentistry, preceded by prerequisite undergraduate study. 
Note: Dentistry degrees in Poland involve five years of continuous study in 
a faculty of dentistry. In Canada, dentistry degrees, in general, require at 
least two years of pre-professional study in science followed by four years of 
professional dentistry studies.

Diploma—Doctor of veterinary Medicine  
(dyplom—lekarz weterynarii)

Generally compares to the completion of a first professional university degree 
in veterinary medicine, preceded by prerequisite undergraduate study. 
Note: Veterinary medicine degrees in Poland involve five-and-a-half years of 
continuous university study in a faculty of veterinary medicine. In Canada, 
veterinary medicine degrees require, in general, at least two years of pre-
professional study in science followed by four years of professional veterinary 
studies. 

Master in law  
(magister prawa)

Generally compares to the completion of a first professional university degree 
in law (as practiced in the republic of Poland), preceded by prerequisite 
university study.

Doctoral Degree  
(doktor)

Generally compares to the completion of a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) degree.

Doctor of Habilitation  
(doktor habilitowany)

represents post-doctoral, advanced research that includes refereed 
publications and represents a significant contribution to the field of study. The 
scope and quality of the research can only be assessed by an expert in the 
field.

Diploma of Completion of Teachers’ College 
(dyplom ukonczenia kolegium nauczycielskiego)
Diploma of Completion of Foreign language Teachers’ College 
(dyplom ukonczenia nauczycielskiego kolegium jezykow obcych)

Generally compares to the completion of a three-year post-secondary diploma.

Certificate of Completion of Post-Diploma Studies  
(swiadectwo ukonczenia studiow podyplomowych)

Generally compares to the completion of a professional development diploma.
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Appendix B—Sample Documents

Appendix b1.  template—matriculation certificate  
(swiadectwo dojrzalosci)

pAGe 1 

1. matriculation certificate
2. name and surname
3. photograph of holder
4. date and place of birth
5. identification number
6. name and location of school
7. date of graduation

8. state examination commission
9. This document gives the holder the right to  

apply to higher education
10. location and date
11. number
12. seal and signature of the director
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appendix b1 
pAGe 2

1. name and surname
2. received … following assessment
3. Written part
4. polish language

5. oral part
6. members of the state examination commission
7. chairman of the state examination commission
8. stamp and signature
9. information on grading scale
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Appendix b2.  matriculation certificate from General 
secondary school (swiadectwo dojrzalosci liceum 
ogolnoksztalcacego) (1996)

pAGe 1

1. matriculation certificate from General  
secondary school

2. name and surname
3. date and place of birth
4. name and location of general secondary school
5. profile: humanities

6. This document gives the holder the right to apply to 
higher education

7. location and date
8. serial number
9. seal and signature of the director
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Appendix b2
pAGe 2

1. results of the final classification
2. behaviour
3. compulsory subjects

4. Grading scale
5. class teacher
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Appendix b2
pAGe 3

1. name and surname
2. has passed the maturity examination before the  

state examination commission at: [name of school  
or superintendent] 

3. received the following grades

4. oral part
5. Written part
6. members of the state examination commission
7. director of the state examination commission
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Appendix b2
pAGe 4

1. individual program or study plan
2. optional courses
3. special achievements (in academic competitions, 

sporting events or artistic endeavours)

4. Grading scale
5. class teacher
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Appendix b3.  template—certificate of completion of General 
secondary school (swiadectwo ukonczenia liceum 
ogolnoksztalcacego)

pAGe 1

1. certificate of completion of General secondary school
2. name and surname
3. photograph of holder
4. date and place of birth
5. date of graduation
6. name and location of school

7. completed the following:
8. completed the core curriculum at an advanced level
9. certificate is evidence of formal secondary education
10. location and date
11. number
12. seal and signature of the director
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Appendix b3
pAGe 2 

1. results of the final classification
2. behaviour
3. compulsory subjects
4. Additional educational subjects

5. individual program or study plan
6. special achievements
7. Grading scale
8. class teacher
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Appendix b4.  template—certificate of completion of  
technical secondary school  
(swiadectwo ukonczenia technikum)

pAGe 1

1. certificate of completion of technical  
secondary school

2. name and surname
3. photograph of holder
4. date and place of birth
5. date of graduation

6. name and location of school
7. occupation (specialization)
8. certificate is evidence of formal secondary education
9. location and date
10. number
11. seal and signature of the director
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Appendix b4
pAGe 2

1. results of the final classification
2. behaviour
3. compulsory subjects
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Appendix b4
pAGe 3

1. Additional educational subjects
2. individual program or study plan
3. special achievements

4. Grading scale
5. class teacher
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Appendix b5.  template—certificate of completion of basic 
Vocational school (swiadectwo ukonczenia 
zasadniczej szkoly zawodowej) 

pAGe 1

1. certificate of completion of basic Vocational school
2. name and surname
3. photograph of holder
4. date and place of birth
5. date of graduation
6. name and location of school

7. study period
8. occupation (specialization)
9. certificate is evidence of formal vocational training
10. location and date
11. number
12. seal and signature of the director

*red and white banner indicates honours.
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Appendix b5
pAGe 2

1. results of the final classification
2. behaviour
3. compulsory subjects
4. Additional educational subjects

5. individual program or study plan
6. special achievements
7. Grading scale
8. class teacher
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Appendix b6.  title of licentiate (tytul—licencjat)
pAGe 1

1. photograph of  diploma holder
2. signature of diploma holder
3. number
4. higher pedagogical school, tadeusz Kotarbinski, 

Zielona Gora
5. faculty of pedagogy
6. diploma
7. name and surname
8. date and place of birth

9. completed higher professional studies
10. in the field of pedagogy
11. specialization: pedagogy of social Work
12. With the result: satisfactory plus
13. obtained on this date
14. title of licentiate
15. signature of the dean
16. signature of the rector
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Appendix b7.  title of master (tytul—magister)
pAGe 1

1. photograph of diploma holder
2. signature of diploma holder
3. number
4. higher school of information technology and 

management, rzeszow
5. faculty of economics
6. diploma
7. name and surname
8. date and place of birth

9. completed master’s-level studies
10. in the field of economics
11. specialization: information systems for e-business
12. With the result: good
13. obtained on this date
14. title of master
15. signature of the dean
16. signature of the rector
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Appendix b8. doctor of science (doktora nauk)
pAGe 1

1. republic of poland
2. Academy of economics in poznan
3. faculty of management
4. diploma
5. name and surname
6. date and place of birth
7. based on the doctoral dissertation…
8. And after the required examinations received  

the degree

9. doctor of economic sciences
10. Adopted by the council of the faculty of management 

of the Academy of economics in poznan
11. date
12. doctoral advisor
13. doctoral reviewers
14. location and date
15. dean
16. rector
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Appendix b9.  index (indeks)
pAGe 1

pAGe 2 

1. photograph of indeks holder
2. signature of indeks holder
3. teachers’ college of foreign languages, chelm
4. faculty 
5. in the field of:
6. specialization: teacher of German language
7. Album number

8. Given name(s) 
9. surname
10. father’s name
11. date and place of birth
12. rector
13. director
14. location and date
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Appendix b9
pAGe 3

1. teachers’ college of foreign languages, chelm
2. name and surname
3. confirmation of registration
4. Year: school and studies

5. registered for the semester
6. signature of the dean
7. seal

pAGe 4

1. teachers’ college of foreign languages, chelm
2. name and surname
3. Year of studies
4. school year
5. name of lecturer
6. course title

7. number of hours per week
8. credit
9. Grade, date, signature
10. exam: grade (number | descriptor), date, signature
11. semester credits, signature of the dean and seal
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Appendix b10.  diploma supplement
pAGe 1
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Appendix b10
pAGe 2 
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Appendix b10
pAGe 3
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Appendix b10
pAGe 4
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Appendix b10
pAGe 5
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Appendix b11.  diploma of completion of foreign language teachers’ 
college (dyplom ukonczenia nauczycielskiego kolegium 
jezykow obcych)

1. diploma of completion of foreign language  
teachers’ college

2. name and surname
3. photograph of holder
4. date and place of birth
5. Graduated from the foreign language teachers’ 

college in chelm
6. With a specialization in German language
7. conducted under the academic supervision of the 

catholic university of lublin

8. The curriculum of general secondary school
9. With the result: good plus
10. With the final diploma examination result: good
11. basis: minister of national education dated 5 march 

1992 on teacher training institutions
12. Advisor for scientific–educational specializations
13. director of the college
14. number
15. location and date

pAGe 1
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Appendix b12.  certificate of completion of post-diploma studies 
(swiadectwo ukonczenia studiow podyplomowych)

1. selesian university
2. faculty of philology – post-diploma studies in  

speech Therapy and foreign language pedagogy,  
with pedagogical Therapy

3. certificate of completion of post-diploma studies
4. name and surname
5. date and place of birth
6. completed in 1996 four-semester post-diploma studies
7. speech Therapy
8. With the result: very good

9. dean
10. rector
11. location and date
12. Grading scale
13. Applies to post-graduate studies conducted  

by universities
14. does not apply to post-graduate studies conducted  

by universities

pAGe 1
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