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December 11, 2020 

 

Public Disclosure Commission  

711 Capitol Way S. #206  

P.O. Box 40908  

Olympia, WA 98504  

 

Public Disclosure Commission Staff,  

 

Pursuant to RCW 42.17A.775, I write to report violations of the Fair Campaign Practices 

Act (“FCPA”), Chapter 42.17A RCW, by the Freedom Foundation. 

 

In brief, the Freedom Foundation (“FF”) has operated as a political committee for years 

without filing a statement of organization with the Public Disclosure Commission (“PDC”) as 

required by RCW 42.17A.205. As an unregistered political committee, the FF has also failed to 

comply with the other provisions of Chapter 42.17A RCW governing the conduct and reporting 

requirements of political committees. 

 

Additionally, the Freedom Foundation has disseminated communications during the past 

several months that qualify as electioneering communications. The organization has failed to 

comply with the reporting and disclaimer requirements that apply to electioneering 

communications under the FCPA. As such, the organization should be held accountable for its 

failure to comply with these requirements by the PDC.  

 

Factual Background 

 

In solicitations for donations to their organization, the FF uses explicitly political language 

to describe their mission. They also state that donations to the FF are used for political purposes, 

and that those donations will help the FF affect the outcome of upcoming elections, as evidenced 

by these excerpts from their fundraising documents. 

 

From Exhibit A: 

 

“This is the year everything is up for grabs, and we have to act fast to keep the radical 

Left from hijacking this country we love. We could be as little as nine months away from 

losing this country forever, and we must act fast to keep that from happening.” 

 

“Thanks to your generosity, no one is doing more to do just that than the Freedom 

Foundation.” 

 

From Exhibit B: 

 

 “If you want to level the political playing field so conservative ideas and leaders have a 

chance to win…this is your fight. And now is the time!”  
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From Exhibit C: 

 

“With a new year and a new decade now well under way, a time for action has arrived! 

This is the year everything is up for grabs, and we have to act fast to keep the radical left 

from hijacking this country we love.” 

 

From Exhibit D: 

 

“The year ahead offers a huge opportunity to defeat and discredit the Left for good – and 

the Freedom Foundation has a proven plan to seize this moment. Your generous support 

will allow us to take on the radical left…” 

 

From Exhibit E: 

 

“Your tax-deductible contribution today of $25, $50 or even $100 will enable the 

Freedom Foundation to take this fight for fairness and freedom to the next level – and to 

finally level the playing field between taxpayers and out-of-control leftist government 

unions. Together, you and I are defunding the most virulent leftist lobbies and defending 

liberty and limited government.” 

 

Over the past several months, Freedom Foundation has disseminated numerous 

communications criticizing Governor Jay Inslee. These communications have included:  

 

1) A fundraising event in October 2020 which discussed Governor Inslee’s handling 

of the COVID-19 pandemic in Washington and detailing the organization’s efforts 

to “fight back” against Governor Inslee (see Exhibit F);  

 

2) A letter sent in September 2020 soliciting contributions to Freedom Foundation, 

criticizing the national response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and specifically 

singling out Governor Inslee for allegedly spreading “lies and fear during the 

COVID-19 panic” (see Exhibit G);  

 

 

3) A periodical published in September 2020 claiming that Governor Inslee abused 

his emergency powers to “reward [his] friends,” alleging that Governor Inslee has 

kept schools closed in Oregon because unions representing teachers donate to his 

campaign, and implying that Governor Inslee shut down a specific waterpark in 

Washington through his “accomplices in the Department of Labor” (see Exhibit 

H); and  

 

4) A periodical published in October 2020 that further elaborates on Freedom 

Foundation’s claim that Governor Inslee’s order to shut down waterparks, but not 

state parks, was politically motivated and hypocritical (see Exhibit I).  
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Violations of the FCPA 

 

I. The Freedom Foundation is a Political Committee as defined by RCW 

42.17A.005(40). 

 

RCW 42.17A.005(40) defines “political committee” as “any person . . . having the 

expectation of receiving contributions or making expenditures in support of, or opposition to, any 

candidate or any ballot proposition.” RCW 42.17A.205 requires every “political committee” to 

“file a statement of organization” with the PDC “within two weeks after organization or within 

two weeks after the date the committee first has the expectation of receiving contributions or 

making expenditures in any election campaign, whichever is earlier.”  

 

Three Washington court decisions have further clarified and interpreted this definition. In 

State v. Dan J. Evans Campaign Committee, the Washington Supreme Court determined that an 

entity satisfies the expenditures prong of the definition of “political committee” if affecting, 

“directly or indirectly, governmental decision making by supporting or opposing candidates or 

ballot propositions” is “the primary or one of the primary purposes” of the entity. 86 Wn.2d 503, 

509 (1976). In Utter ex rel. State v. Bldg. Indus. Ass'n of Washington, the Court confirmed that an 

organization may be considered a “political committee” if one of its primary purposes is to engage 

in electoral political activity; electoral political activity need not be the primary purpose of the 

entity for it to fulfill the definition of “political committee.” 182 Wn.2d 398, 427 (2015). To 

determine the primary purpose as established in Dan Evans and later affirmed in Utter, a court will 

examine the stated goals and mission of the organization and whether “electoral political activity 

was a primary means of achieving the stated goals and missions during the period in question.” 

State ex rel. Evergreen Freedom Foundation v. Washington Education Association, 111 Wn. App. 

586, 600 (Ct. App. 2002). The Court of Appeals in EFF v. WEA interpreted the term “political 

committee” as follows: “a person or organization may become a political committee by either (1) 

expecting to receive or receiving contributions, or (2) expecting to make or making expenditures 

to further electoral political goals.” Id. at 598. 

 

a. The Freedom Foundation Received Contributions in an Election Campaign. 

 

The donations that the Freedom Foundation receives from citizens in Washington are 

contributions made in expectation of furthering electoral political goals. For example, on February 

25, 2020 in Exhibit A, the Freedom Foundation cautions its supporters that “[w]e could be as little 

as nine months away from losing this country forever” before soliciting contributions to the 

organization. This language refers specifically to the presidential election and asks for 

contributions to support Freedom Foundation’s goals in that election. Additionally, in Exhibit D, 

Freedom Foundation urges its supporters that this year “offers a huge opportunity to defeat and 

discredit the Left for good—and the Freedom Foundation has a proven plan to seize this moment,” 

referring specifically to the fact that this is a presidential election year. This is also supported by 

Exhibit C (“This is the year everything is up for grabs, and we have to act fast to keep the radical 

left from hijacking this country we love.”). It follows from the language used by Freedom 

Foundation, along with the dates and timeline on which the mailers were sent, that any 

contributions it receives are being made in expectation of furthering the organization’s stated 

electoral political goals.  
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Such activities, without more, were sufficient to qualify Freedom Foundation as a political 

committee under the “receiver of contributions” prong. However, Freedom Foundation also fulfills 

the “expenditures prong” of the definition of “political committee” under RCW 42.17A.005(40). 

 

b. The Freedom Foundation Made Expenditures in an Election Campaign 

 

In Evergreen Freedom Foundation, the Court of Appeals expounded on the primary 

purpose test established by the Washington Supreme Court in Dan J. Evans Campaign Committee, 

including the following observations: 

“an appropriate framework for determining whether electoral political activity is 

one of an organization's primary purposes should include an examination of the 

stated goals and mission of the organization and whether electoral political activity 

was a primary means of achieving the stated goals and mission during the period in 

question. Under this analysis, a nonexclusive list of analytical tools a court may use 

when evaluating the evidence includes: (1) the content of the stated goals and 

mission of the organization; (2) whether the organization's actions further its stated 

goals and mission; (3) whether the stated goals and mission of the organization 

would be substantially achieved by a favorable outcome in an upcoming election; 

and (4) whether the organization uses means other than electoral political activity 

to achieve its stated goals and mission.”  

111 Wn. App. at 599-600. 

 

The Freedom Foundation repeatedly describes its own purpose as “defeating the Left” and 

“defunding the radical Left.” It follows that the stated goals and mission of Freedom Foundation 

would be substantially achieved by a favorable outcome in an upcoming election. Freedom 

Foundation also frequently uses language that refers to the election as a key event in achieving its 

goals. To be considered a “political committee” under the expenditures prong for the purposes of 

the FCPA, Freedom Foundation need only have influencing electoral political activity as one of 

its primary purposes. It meets this threshold without question.  

 

II. The Freedom Foundation Failed to Report Electioneering Communications.  

 

a. The Freedom Foundation made electioneering communications.  

 

According to RCW § 42.17A.005(21), an electioneering communication is one that (1) 

clearly identifies at least one candidate for state, local, or judicial office; (2) appears within 60 

days of an election in the candidate’s jurisdiction; (3) appears in a specific form of media, including 

radio, television, postal mailing, billboard, newspaper, or periodical; and (4) either alone or in 

combination with other communications by the same sponsor identifying the same candidate has 

a fair market value of $1,000 or more.  

 

The Freedom Foundation’s communications from September 2020 through October 2020 

meet all four elements of the definition of electioneering communications and therefore qualify as 

electioneering communications. These communications clearly identify a candidate for state 

office, Governor Jay Inslee. The communications have all appeared within 60 days of the election 
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(in this case, after September 3, 2020). The communications have appeared in the required forms 

of media, specifically by postal mailing and by periodical. These communications, standing alone 

or when combined with other communications by the Freedom Foundation identifying Governor 

Jay Inslee, have a fair market value of more than $1,000. Therefore, these communications 

constitute electioneering communications and are subject to the reporting and disclaimer 

requirements for such communications.  

 

b. The Freedom Foundation did not report its electioneering communications 

within 24 hours.  

 

Electioneering communications are subject to strict reporting requirements. If an 

advertising expense qualifies as an electioneering communication, its sponsor must comply with 

certain reporting requirements. See WAC 390-16-063(4). Specifically, all electioneering 

communications must be reported within 24 hours of the time the communication is first 

transmitted, mailed, erected, distributed, or otherwise published by filing a Form C-6 report. RCW 

§ 42.17A.305(2); WAC 390-16-060.  

 

None of the Freedom Foundation’s communications were ever reported to the PDC, much 

less reported within the required 24-hour period. Because these communications were 

electioneering communications, the Freedom Foundation’s failure to report the communications 

violated the 24-hour reporting requirement of RCW § 42.17A.305(2).  

 

c. Freedom Foundation did not include the required “top five contributor” 

disclaimer on its electioneering communications.  

 

Under the FCPA, political advertising undertaken as an electioneering communication is 

required to contain certain additional disclaimers. One such disclaimer is the “top five contributor 

identification.” According to RCW § 42.17A.320(2)(b), a political advertisement sponsored by a 

political committee must include a “Top Five Contributors” heading, followed by a list of the 

names of the five persons or entities making the largest contributions in excess of $700 to the 

committee during the 12 months before the advertisement runs.  

 

Conclusion 

 

The Freedom Foundation is a “repeat offender of [Washington] campaign finance laws” 

according to Washington Attorney General Bob Ferguson. Just as the Attorney General expressed, 

voters have a right to know who is influencing the election. To that extent, the “Freedom 

Foundation needs to start following the law”. The Freedom Foundation’s failure to register and 

report as a political committee and failure to comply with reporting and disclaimer requirements 

for electioneering communications as required by the FCPA has tangibly negative implications for 

the transparency of Washington elections. Currently, the citizens of Washington cannot account 

for expenditures from Freedom Foundation’s pledged political mission to affect elections, nor can 

donors to Freedom Foundation know that their donations are being utilized for the political 

promise to which they donated.  
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Given the Freedom Foundation’s status as a habitual offender of campaign finance laws, 

we respectfully request that the PDC perform an investigation into these allegations and take 

appropriate enforcement action. Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of assistance. I 

certify under oath, at the risk of penalty or perjury, that the complaint is complete, true, and correct.  

 

Sincerely, 

Peter Starzynski 

 
Executive Director 

Northwest Accountability Project 

509-309-9071 

PO Box 42561 

Portland, OR 97242 

peter@nwaccountabilityproject.com 
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Tom McCabe (00:00): 

... Press Secretary for the first three years of President Trump's first term. Sarah Huckabee Sanders 

knows that feeling only too well. Sarah's father, former Governor Mike Huckabee, was a smash hit as 

our guest speaker at the Freedom Foundation's Oregon banquet last year. And we were really looking 

forward to her filling his shoes this year. 

Tom McCabe (00:20): 

But because of COVID-19 restrictions, Sarah wasn't able to be with us in person, but she's able to join us 

via computer feed. And we're confident these improvised arrangements will only kindle her memory 

and her passion to advance the ideal she shares in common with all of you tuning in tonight. It should be 

quite an evening. 

Tom McCabe (00:41): 

Hey, I'd like to introduce Aaron Withe next. Aaron Withe is the national director of the Freedom 

Foundation. He's a big man with a big heart, and he's got great conservative values. This guy has done 

an awesome job, expanding the Freedom Foundation nationally into states like Pennsylvania and Ohio. 

He's also done an outstanding job this year of getting on TV and getting the message out to people that 

don't normally hear about the Freedom Foundation. Aaron's been on every single network you can think 

of Fox news, all the conservative news networks, and even some of the liberal ones. Here's Aaron Withe. 

Aaron Withe (01:19): 

Thank you, Tom, for that kind virtual introduction. Thank you all for watching. It's an honor to be 

representing the Freedom Foundation at our annual event. 

Aaron Withe (01:28): 

Due to the governor's response to COVID it wasn't possible to do an annual, in-person dinner this year. 

I'm so excited to be with you virtually. I'm so happy to be able to hear from Sarah Huckabee Sanders a 

little later on. 

Aaron Withe (01:41): 

I'm Aaron Withe, National Director of the Freedom Foundation. And as you're watching me online, 

remember the camera adds like 10 pounds. I see at least a couple of them on me right now. So, bear 

that in mind. 

Aaron Withe (01:51): 

I've been with the Freedom Foundation for five years now have helped us grow from a Washington-

based think tank with 20 employees to a national organization of offices in five states, Washington, 

Oregon, California, Ohio, and Pennsylvania. And as you can tell from my accent, I'm not from around 

here. I'm from Birmingham, England, which I consider basically to be a socialist country today. When I 

moved to America eight years ago, I realized fairly quickly that this was the land of opportunity. But in 

liberal states, we have politicians attacking our freedoms and [trading 00:02:26] policies that reminded 

me of the socialist country that I had just moved from. 

Aaron Withe (02:30): 
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What we do at the Freedom Foundation is simple. We fight for people's freedoms, but more specifically 

for the past five years, we've been working almost exclusively on freeing public employees from union 

bondage. That's what our hundreds of staff and volunteers around the country are dedicated to doing 

every single day. 

Aaron Withe (02:50): 

Government unions, over the course of many years, have figured out what I can only describe to be the 

biggest scheme in American history. They've actually figured out a way to take taxpayer dollars and 

funnel that money into their political candidates' campaigns. They do this by skimming union dues from 

public employees all across the country, and then use those dues to give to liberal political candidates 

who will agree to go into office and raise taxes on you and the rest of the private sector for the purposes 

of growing government, and the cycle just repeats. And now, their agenda even includes defunding the 

police, keeping kids out of schools, and assisting rioters and looters in destroying cities like Portland and 

Seattle. 

Aaron Withe (03:35): 

Government unions are the largest political machine in this country. And, if left unchecked, I believe that 

will destroy our states and ultimately this great country. That's why our fight is so critical. 

Aaron Withe (03:48): 

So, how are we doing in this battle? Well, as many of you know, we run a full-scale campaign to educate 

and assist every public employee with opting out of their union. We have teams of canvases going the 

doors and offices of public employees to tell them about their rights. On top of that, we send direct 

mail, emails, text messages, phone calls. We run a digital marketing campaign. Just about any way that 

you can think of to tell these employees that they can leave, we're doing it. The result? We've helped 

over 80,000 public employees leave their unions since 2018. That has put $60 million back in the pockets 

of workers and out of the unions' radical political agenda. 

Aaron Withe (04:35): 

We have a great staff here at the Freedom Foundation. And I want to share with you a couple of 

victories that we've been able to achieve this year. There's nowhere near enough time to go through all 

of them, because it seems we have something new happening literally every day in one of our states. 

Aaron Withe (04:49): 

Here in Washington State, one union that we've targeted is the Teamsters union. They represent 

corrections employees across Washington, and they're also advocating for defunding the police. Well, 

you can imagine that doesn't go over too well with corrections employees like prison guards. Matthew 

Hayward, our Washington outreach coordinator, sent mailers and emails exposing the unions positions 

to the corrections employees, and we've now helped one in five of those employees to opt out of the 

Teamsters. One corrections employee wrote to us and said, "Although I support equal justice and 

respect for all races, I could not support the involvement of the Teamsters in the current violent affairs 

and civil unrest that is happening here in the United States." 

Aaron Withe (05:37): 
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In California, where we've now been active for a couple of years, Bob Wickers and his team have now 

been able to help over 30,000 people opt out of their unions. One home care provider, Andrew, he takes 

care of his disabled wife, he had been trying to opt out of his union, SEIU, for 17 years. It was only until 

the Freedom Foundation came in and filed a lawsuit that he was actually able to have those dues stop 

being deducted from his paycheck. We continue to litigate and get back those dues from the past. 

Aaron Withe (06:11): 

In Oregon, we have a really great program led by Jason Dudash. There are two unions in particular that 

are feeling the wrath of our campaign over there. SEIU503, that's the largest union or the largest 

political entity in the state of Oregon, and when we expanded there, they were our primary target of 

outreach. We've now helped over a third of their members leave. They've had to sell their buildings. 

They've cut their operational budgets, and they're now spending less in Oregon's elections than they 

ever have. The Oregon School Employees Association, they represent classified school employees, such 

as bus drivers, janitors, and administrative staff. And, we've helped over 40% of those people opt out of 

their union. And so far, they haven't spent a single dollar in politics. 

Aaron Withe (06:58): 

On top of that. We've also opened offices in Ohio and Pennsylvania. And despite COVID restrictions, 

we've made a great start to our programs in both of these states, under the leadership of Lindsey Queen 

and Hunter Tower. 

Aaron Withe (07:12): 

When the COVID restrictions came down, I was fed up of watching people on TV from their homes. 

When their signal would drop, you'd be seeing the inside of their bedrooms. The sound would be 

horrible. And, this doesn't include you or your dad, Sarah, but I figured we could do a way better job 

than most of these guys. So we set up our own in-house studio, and we started to get our face out there 

with the TV networks. And I'd like to show you a short video of some of our recent highlights now. 

Aaron Withe (07:40): 

As you mentioned, government unions are the number one contributors to liberal politicians 

across the country. 

Max Nelsen (07:46): 

The basis for our report was all information that was provided to us by Governor Inslee's own 

Department of Health. 

Sheila Sadovnik (07:52): 

And, I think this is the kind of conflict and public opprobrium you're going to get from these 

mask edicts, neighbor turning against neighbor. 

Aaron Withe (08:02): 

One of the things that we advocate for at the Freedom Foundation is open collective bargaining. 

So, when the union sits across the aisle from government to negotiate contracts of things like 

police offices, but it also teaches other government employees, those types of negotiations 

should be open to the public. 
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Matthew Price (08:17): 

If you got one word that sums up? 

Sheila Sadovnik (08:20): 

I would say, sheep. 

Aaron Withe (08:22): 

Yeah, the surveillance piece is the most worrying, as you mentioned. It notes that it's limited to 

federal crimes and riots, but that's really broad. And frankly, it's a slippery slope. There's no 

accountability. 

MIke Huckabee (08:35): 

The Freedom Foundation and others have won [his 00:08:38] case that says, if you don't want 

your personal money that you earned to go to a union, you don't have to pay for it. 

Aaron Withe (08:45): 

We have parents and students alike and even teachers, calling our phones here at the Freedom 

Foundation, practically daily, asking what can be done about this. My wife is a public school teacher 

herself. I can tell you this online learning platform does not work. 

Aaron Withe (09:04): 

Up until now, I haven't even mentioned our litigation victories. For those of you that don't know, we 

have 10 attorneys and 3 paralegals on staff. Believe it or not, I actually feel our legal team is 

understaffed because we have 65 ongoing cases against government unions. Many of them are on 

behalf of employees who have tried to opt out their unions, but the unions have denied their right to 

leave based on short, arbitrary windows that the union deemed they would allow public employees to 

leave in. 

Aaron Withe (09:34): 

Now, I read the US Supreme Court decision, Janice V AFSCME, from 2018, that granted public employees 

the right to leave their union. I must have missed the part that said, government employees have the 

right to opt out their union and stop paying union dues when the union lets them. A constitutional right 

is a constitutional right 365 days of the year, day and night. And Sarah, thank God for your former boss, 

President Trump. In my opinion, the best thing he's accomplished in his first term is appointing judges to 

federal courts, including the US Supreme Court. Let's see what he can do in his second time. 

Aaron Withe (10:12): 

We also have 12 lawsuits where we're representing public employees who have actually had their 

signatures forged by union employees. How low can these guys get? They're literally forging the 

signatures to steal a thousand dollars a year from teachers and other public employees. If you or I 

forged someone's signature on a check, we'd face jail time. These guys use it as their business model. If 

it weren't for our attorneys representing these employees free of charge, unions would actually get 

away with these slime-ball tactics. 

Aaron Withe (10:45): 
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Now COVID has affected us all, but in my opinion, the cure has been far worse than the virus. We've 

witnessed government imposing on our freedoms past the point of imagination in the United States of 

America. This is the land of the free and the home of the brave. At least, that's how it was pitched to me 

when I moved here. Today, it seems we're the home of the free, as long as you wear a mask, socially 

distance, stay home from events, and don't send your kids to school to name just a few of the freedom-

imposing laws that governors like Inslee, here in Washington, of forcing upon us. In fact, just this week, 

Governor Inslee surpassed his 350th edict on the citizens of Washington. 

Aaron Withe (11:27): 

We at the Freedom Foundation, frustrated that no other groups were taking action, decided that we 

were going to fight back on the overreach of power by Governor Inslee and these other liberal 

governors. We found four ways that we could make a difference without distracting from our core 

mission. 

Aaron Withe (11:43): 

First of all, we researched the governor's COVID deaths. No surprise to us, we discovered that both 

Governor Inslee and Governor Brown of Oregon were inflating their death rates. They were counting 

anybody that had COVID and subsequently died as a COVID death, regardless of how they actually died. 

In the most egregious instances, we found multiple people who died of gunshot wounds, being counted 

as COVID deaths. And, one guy fell off a ladder in Oregon was also counted as a COVID death. 

Aaron Withe (12:16): 

Two, we sued the governors over their face mask mandates. The bottom line on these cases is that 

governors can not force someone to wear a face mask. It's a violation of their first amendment rights. 

And furthermore, without legislation, it's not a law. I'd like to show you a short video of Governor Inslee, 

that our media team created and then promoted on social media. 

Governor Inslee (12:39): 

And, I'm glad to see you wearing masks today, and I only took mine off because of the First 

Amendment. 

Speaker 8 (12:45): 

I am not wearing a mask because it is also my First Amendment right. 

Governor Inslee (12:49): 

We're all leaders on this, and I'm glad to see you wearing masks today and- 

Speaker 8 (12:53): 

Governor Inslee, I'm not wearing a mask because that's also my First Amendment, right? 

Governor Inslee (12:54): 

I only you took mine off because of the First Amendment. 

Speaker 9 (12:54): 
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I am not wearing a mask because it's also my First Amendment right. 

Governor Inslee (12:58): 

Because of the first amendment... 

Aaron Withe (13:12): 

I love that video. The third thing that we're doing, is we're suing governors on behalf of businesses that 

have not been allowed to open. One business that we're representing in Washington State is a 

waterpark called Slidewaters. Governors are picking winners and losers, and they're costing people their 

livelihoods. Part of our help includes a public education campaign. And here's just another short 30-

second ad that our media team created, and we play it on TV stations across Washington. 

Robert Bordner (13:44): 

Governor Inslee's edicts are not saving lives. They're killing businesses. How is it possible that it 

in nine-acre park, I cannot have anybody here in a safe manner? Our employees are healthy. All 

our guests have been healthy. And the only thing unhealthy with this situation is Governor Jay 

Inslee's overreaching arm to shut us down, and that is what we're fighting for, to overrule a 

government that is trying to take over the lives of American citizens for their own benefit, for 

their own plans. 

Aaron Withe (14:17): 

Lastly, the fourth thing that we're doing, schools need to reopen. Even in England, they realize that kids 

need to be in schools. The data just does not support that kids' education should take a back seat for 

this virus. In fact, more kids died last flu season of the flu than they have a COVID in 2020. You never 

hear about that. In fact, if you're a school-aged kid in this country, your odds of dying from COVID are 

literally just under one in a million. But the teachers unions and governors that do their bidding will not 

consider allowing schools to reopen until they've traded enough havoc going into the November 

elections. It's a total sham. 

Aaron Withe (14:59): 

This is an unprecedented time for us, but if we don't push back on the overreach of power in order to 

get back, some of our freedoms, I fear for our future. The precedent we've set by allowing governors to 

pass "laws" without legislative approval in what they deemed to be a crisis is petrifying. To quote 

president Ronald Reagan, " Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction." We 

didn't pass it on to our children in the bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected, and handed on for 

them to do the same. 

Aaron Withe (15:31): 

Now, Tom McCabe is our CEO. He worked under President Reagan, and he's teaching all of us every day 

what it means to fight for freedom. I've spent my whole life thus far fighting, and when it comes to 

fighting the left, government unions, and anyone else that wants to impose my freedoms, I'm 

unapologetically here to take you down. 

Aaron Withe (15:51): 
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I want to tell you one more story before we have our keynote speaker, Sarah, come up. Fighting for 

freedom is a dangerous business in America today. Just look at Portland. Our board members and 

executive staff receive threats on a regular basis. We've had mailers sent to our neighbors' homes and 

our pictures, names, and addresses smeared all over the internet. And just a few months ago, we had 

somebody fire a lone bullet into our office. There are people logged onto this video right now that are 

taking notes, trying to defame us, and take me out of context. That's okay. We'll take their $25 entry fee 

and put it to good use. This is how we measure success in this fight. There were very few groups that get 

attacked like we do. It's because what we do works. 

Aaron Withe (16:36): 

Thank you all for your support of the Freedom Foundation. I consider all of our donors to be freedom 

fighters. Because without your generosity, we wouldn't stand a chance in this fight. 

Aaron Withe (16:46): 

Now, I'd like to introduce our keynote speaker of the night. Sarah Huckabee Sanders is by any means, by 

any definition, a political machine. She's the daughter of former Arkansas Governor Mike Huckabee, the 

keynote speaker at Freedom Foundation's Oregon banquet just a year ago. And by the age of 10, she 

was heavily involved in his run for a seat in the US Senate. Mike said, when most kids are seven or eight 

years old, they're out playing jump rope. She was seen at the kitchen table, listening to political 

commentators analyze poll results. 

Aaron Withe (17:18): 

Sarah was a field coordinator for her father's 2002 reelection campaign for governor of Arkansas. She 

was the regional liaison for congressional affairs at the US Department of Education under President 

George W. Bush. She also worked as a field coordinator for President Bush's reelection campaign in Ohio 

in 2004. Following that, she worked on several successful campaigns all over the country. And then in 

2016, after managing a father's Presidential campaign, she signed on as senior advisor to Donald 

Trump's 2016 Presidential campaign, handling the Trump campaign's communications for coalitions. 

Aaron Withe (17:56): 

With Trump's election, Sarah was named Deputy Press Secretary, and a year later, she replaced Sean 

Spicer as the White House Press Secretary, and quickly earned the respect of conservatives everywhere, 

with her combativeness and fierce defense of the President. After spending two years refusing to back 

down from the liberal mainstream media, she stepped down in 2019. 

Aaron Withe (18:18): 

Sarah followed in her father's footsteps to become a Fox News contributor. And there are those who 

hope her next move will be to follow in his footsteps again to the Governor's Mansion of Little Rock. 

Aaron Withe (18:27): 

We're so blessed to have you here tonight. Please welcome Sarah Huckabee Sanders. 

Sarah Huckabee Sanders (18:31): 

Aaron's a little taller than me. We'll give them a minute to get set up. All right. Thank you so much. It's 

such an honor to be here tonight. I wish that I was with everyone in a bigger banquet hall, but 
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unfortunately, we are not able to do that. But, it's so important that we continue to get our message out 

and continue to gather in whatever way possible, because this election and what's in front of us could 

not be more important. 

Sarah Huckabee Sanders (19:14): 

I'm so grateful for the work that the Freedom Foundation does. Aaron, thank you so much for a 

wonderful introduction and also a great speech, laying out the importance of the work that the Freedom 

Foundation does. A lot of people may not know, but I have pretty deep and long ties to some of the 

people at the Freedom Foundation. Bob Wickers actually gave me one of my very first jobs. While in 

college, I interned for him in his San Francisco office. I think we were two of the only Republicans in that 

area, but I was honored to learn from him and certainly picked up a lot of my skillset that I took to the 

White House from working from Bob, even back in college. 

Sarah Huckabee Sanders (19:57): 

Most people know me as the former White House Press Secretary for Donald Trump. And that's a job 

that I absolutely love. It's one I was honored to have. I worked for the President for three and a half 

years. And, even on the most difficult days, I loved that job. It's probably one of the best roles I'll ever 

have. 

Sarah Huckabee Sanders (20:15): 

But the best job that I will ever have, and best thing that I get to say as part of my title is that of a mom. I 

have three incredible kids, Scarlet, who is eight, Huck, who is seven George, who is five. I don't know if 

you caught those ages, but I'm going to run through those one more time. They're eight, seven, and five. 

So, my house is pretty chaotic at all times. But we loved it. And it's what keeps us going. It's what 

reminds me of what is so important about the work that the Freedom Foundation does, and also what 

gave me the strength and the confidence and the resilience to step up to the podium every single day. 

Sarah Huckabee Sanders (20:55): 

People would always ask me, Sarah, how do you find that balance of being a mom and working in the 

White House, a 24/7, all-consuming job? Some days it was harder than others. One of the things I 

learned very quickly is that it was important for us to take our kids with us. I wanted my kids to 

understand why we were serving, why we were making that sacrifice as a family to be in that role and 

for me to have that position. 

Sarah Huckabee Sanders (21:20): 

I learned very fast that taking all three kids to an event at the White House was not a very good idea. It 

was going to be really hard to manage my three kids, and actually get some work done, and not lose my 

job. So, I put my kids on a rotation system and I would take them one at a time. One particular event, 

and I was very excited about, was Bring Your Kid to Work Day at the White House. It was my son Huck's 

turn to go with me. And at the time, Huck was about four years old. Most of the kids that were coming 

were going to be 8, 9, 10, 11. And I debated whether or not Huck was going to be able to manage the 

day and last without getting my job taken away by the end. You name a kid Huck, you sort of set a 

certain expectation for him in life. And, Huck has lived up to that every single minute of every single day. 

Sarah Huckabee Sanders (22:11): 
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But I decided at the end of the day, how many chances would I have to take Huck with me for Bring Your 

Kid to Work Day at the White House? So, I took Huck with me, and I had my husband Brian on standby. 

And if things at any point got out of control, I would call him, and he would come and save the day and 

take Huck home. 

Sarah Huckabee Sanders (22:29): 

We had actually had a perfect day. He had been on excellent behavior. He had his little sports coat and 

his bow tie. I took about 10 million pictures. I couldn't have been more proud of him. And the big 

moment of the day, is when all of the kids gather in the Rose Garden and the President comes out and 

takes pictures with the kids. 

Sarah Huckabee Sanders (22:49): 

We had done something slightly different this year with the President, and we had invited all of the 

press to bring their kids to participate in the Rose Garden picture ceremony as well. When that 

happened, I went into the Oval Office, and I was briefing the President, reminding him that half of the 

children were actually, their parents were members of the press. And he might want to watch what he 

says. He naturally completely ignored my advice, but as I was talking to the President and walking him 

through this, we noticed that the bushes in the Rose Garden started to violently shake. Thought, well, 

now that's strange. I haven't seen that before. And about the time I realized what's happening, this little 

blonde head pops up out of the bushes and runs full steam ahead directly to the glass of the Oval Office 

and presses his face completely up against it. 

Sarah Huckabee Sanders (23:38): 

The president also had never seen anything quite like that and jumped back and goes, "Oh my gosh, 

there's a little boy looking into the Oval Office." I said, "Yes, sir. That's my son Huck." He said, "Well, 

Sarah, at least he's handsome." Not to let that be Huck's only mark on the day, just as we finished that 

briefing and the president walked out onto that famous Colonnade there in the Rose Garden that you've 

seen hundreds of pictures of Presidents as they walk down, I followed the President about 20 feet 

behind him. That same little blonde-headed boys starts this time instead of running towards the 

window, running directly at the President of the United States. The president kind of crouched down, 

ready to receive Huck. And just before he got there and before Secret Service tackled him, he 

sidestepped went around the President and runs and jumps into my arms. 

Sarah Huckabee Sanders (24:29): 

The president kind of turns around and looks at me like, "This kid, again?" I just kind of nodded and 

smiled. But I knew in that moment, I hadn't screwed everything up, because for every other kid out 

there, the most important person in that Rose Garden was the President of the United States. But for 

my son, it was his mom. And I was pretty proud of that. 

Sarah Huckabee Sanders (24:53): 

That wasn't Huck's only mark on my time at the White House. Shortly after that, about a month later, it 

was a Saturday morning. I had been playing with my daughter, Scarlet. I had done some work earlier. I 

set my phone down, and Scarlet and I were having one-on-one time. I came back about an hour later, I 

pick up my phone. I go, "Oh my gosh, we must be at war," because I couldn't figure out what would 

constitute the number of texts, missed calls, and emails that I had gotten in that one hour. I frantically 
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start searching through my phone, trying to figure out what's happening. Reporters are asking, Sarah, 

what are you trying to tell us? What does this mean? I'm thinking, I'm not- 
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