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Action of Hydrobromate of Scopolamine 
upon the Iris and Ciliary Muscle. (By 
G. A. Oliver, a.m., m.d., The American Journal 
or the Medical Sciences. September, 1896).? 
Dr. Oliver speaks very highly of the use of this 
mydriatic for routine ophthalmic work. His 

opinion is based on the experience derived' 
from a special series of experiments. He used 
a solution of ^so^h grain of hydrobromate of 

scopolamine, and he found that a single instilla- 
tion dilated the pupil well in 18 minutes and. 
completed ciliary paralysis in 23 minutes. . The 

pupil remained fully dilated for from 24 to 30; 

hours, and the pupil became normal again about 
72 hours after the instillation. 

His conclusions are :? 
" 1. The early and complete paralysis of the 

ciliary muscle that can be obtained by the- 

single instillation of the grain of hydro- 
bromate of scopolamine, and the rapid and full, 
return of the action of the muscle render this 

drug in this amount the most efficient and the 

most valuable cycloplegic that can be used for 
the proper determination of the total amount of 

ametropia. 
2. The comparatively rapid return of the full 

dilatation of the pupil produced by the single 
instillation of i^oth grain of hydrobromate of 
.scopolamine to normal pupillary width renders 
the drug in this strength less objectionable than 
those drugs which, by reason of necessarily 
greater strengths, to afford proper cycloplegic 
work, must be employed in amounts that give 
more permanent mydriasis. 

3. The perfect freedom from injurious con- 
stitutional effects when this solution is used 
renders the drug in this amount absolute^ safe 
for employment in all cases in which total cyclo- 
plegia becomes necessary." 

Hypnotic Anesthesia. (By J. Milne Bram- 
well, m.d. The Practitioner, October, 189G).? 
"JNo account of hypnotic anaesthesia would be 
complete without reference to Esdaile. When 

lie commenced his experiments Braid had not 
established the subjective nature of the pheno- 
mena, and Esdaile share the erroneous theories 

of the mesmerists. This apparently had little 

effect upon his success. His first painless opera- 
tion was performed at Hooglily on April 4th, 
1845. At the end of a year he reported 100 

successful cases to Government. A Committee, 
largely composed of medical men, was appointed 
to investigate his work. Their report was 

favourable,'"and Esdaile was placed at the head 
of a Government hospital in Calcutta for the 
express purpose ot mesmeric practice, irom 
this date until he left India in 1851 he occupied 
similar posts. He recorded 261 painless capita^ 
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operations and many thousand minor ones, and 
reduced the mortality in the removal of the 
enormous tumours of elephantiasis from 50 to 5 
per cent. Patients flocked to him from all parts 
of the country. Before emplo}7ing mesmerism he 
had only operated on eleven scrotal tumours in 
?ix years. Afterwards lie had more cases of this 
kind in a month than all the other hospitals in 
Calcutta in a year." 

Dr. Bramwell's experience has been that, "as 
?an almost invariable rule, the nervous and hys- 
terical are the most difficult, the healthy and 
mentally well-balanced, the easiest to influence." 
Turck's Gyromele in the Diagnosis and 

TREATMENT OF DISEASES OF THE STOMACH. (By 
E. A. Planck, m.d. The Therapeutic Gazette). ? 
" Turck's gyromele consists of a flexible cable, 

? to the end of which is attached a spiral spring 
covered by a sterilized sponge, which is remov- 
able and can be changed whenever desired. The 
-cable passes through a rubber tube, and is 
attached to a revolving apparatus for the purpose 
of producing revolutions of the sponge. 

Location of the greater curvature.? In the 
determination of the greater curvature, the gyro- 
mele, aided by external palpation, is undoubt- 

edly the safest and most effectual method yet 
?devised. When the sponge reaches the greater 
curvature, the cable bends upon itself, glides 
?along the greater curvature on up to the pylorus 
-and even back along the lesser curvature. 

The revolving sponge can be palpated from its 
entrance into the stomach, even through the 
?lower ribs, but more distinctly as it emerges just 
below the ribs. The transmitted vibrations of 
:the revolving sponge can be distinctly palpated 
?on its entire excursion alonof the greater curva- o o 

ture, and then backward in confirmation. The 
.size of the stomach from the greater curvature 

to the lesser, and from left to right can be esti- 
mated, thus giving an idea of the capacity of the 
organ, and, it desired, it can be accurately out- 
lined on the abdominal wall." 

Europhen. (By Edmund Saalfeld, m.d. 

The Therapeutic Gazette).?Europhen is a fine 

yellow powder, with a faint saffron-like odour, 
.and contains 28 1 per cent, of iodine. Dr. Saal- 
feld regards europhen "as at present the best 
-substitute for iodoform, combining essentially its 
main virtues without possessing its unpleasant 
.?features, for europhen is neither toxic nor odori- 
ferous, and its application to the inflamed skin 
causes no irritation." 
He uses it pure or mixed with boric acid, for 

varicose ulcers and eczema. In intertrigo he 
?combines talc with five to ten per cent, of euro- 

phen and five per cent, of anhydrous lanoline. 
For chancroids, condylomata, and gummatous 
ulcers europhen he finds most useful. 

" 

Finall}', 
I would recommend europhen in substance or in 
?ten percent, combination with flexible collodion, 
-for small incised wounds and other wounds of 

the skin, and as a dusting powder after caute- 
rization, scarification, phimosis operation, exci- 
sions of chancres, and operations on buboes." 

A. Simple Remedy for Enuresis. (By J. F. 
Prendergast, m.d. The New York Medical 

Journal).?His experience of drugs in the treat- 
ment of enuresis having rendered Dr. Prender- 
gast sceptical of their efficacy he resorted to the 
systematic use of cold douche to the spine, ad- 
ministered at bed-time. During the last winter 
he had this treatment systematically carried 
out with eighty boys, between six and twelve 

years of age, at the St. John's Orphan Asylum, 
Philadelphia. No drugs, no special dietary, and 
no other measures were, taken with these cases. 
From eighty to ninety per cent, of the cases 

were cured, and the rest were greatly benefited. 
The method employed is thus described :? 
"The boy was stripped and placed standing in 

an empty bath tub; a basin, or a vessel with a 
spout to it, like a watering can, was filled with 
cold water and poured over the shoulders and 
down the back of the subject. In the nervous, 
delicate children, one dash of water was suffi- 
cient for an application; in the sluggish, phleg- 
matic lads, the dose might be repeated. The 

boy was immediately rubbed down, dressed in 
his night clothes, and put to bed. From a 

hygienic point of view, the cold water has proved 
an excellent tonic; not one of the 80 boys has 
had a ' cold' during the past winter." 

D. M. MoiR, M.A., M.B. 


