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Abstract: A checklist of reptiles of Kerala State is presented, along with
their Scientific, English and Malayalam names, endemic status, conser-
vation status in the latest IUCN Red List category, different Schedules
of Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act and the Appendices of CITES. A to-
tal of 173 species under 24 families belonging to three orders are re-
corded from Kerala. Of these, 87 species are endemic to the Western
Ghats, which include the 10 Kerala endemics. Of the 173 species, 23
are listed in the various threatened categories of IUCN.

Keywords: CITES, Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, Malayalam name,
vernacular name, Western Ghats.

Research on reptiles in India dates back to more than
200 years, coinciding with the formation of the erstwhile
British East India Company. The monumental works on
Indian reptiles are Catalogue of the Reptiles inhabiting
the Peninsular of India (Jerdon 1853), The Reptiles of
British India (Gunther 1864), Fauna of British India -
Reptilia and Batrachia (Boulenger 1890) and the three
volume series of The Fauna of British India including
Ceylon and Burma, including the whole of Indo-Chinese
sub-region (Smith 1931, 1935, 1943). The work of Smith
stood the test of time and forms the standard work
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on this subject including the Kerala region. Since the
publications of above cited works, our knowledge on
the reptile fauna of the region has been enriched further
by the publications of Sharma (1998, 2002, 2007), Inger
et al. (1984), Rajendran (1985), Murthy (1981, 1985),
Tikader & Sharma (1992), Das (1997, 2002, 2003), Molur
& Walker (1998), Daniel (2002), Whitaker & Captain
(2004), Vogel & Van Rooijen (2009), Vasudevan (2009),
Chandramouli & Ganesh (2010), Venugopal (2010),
Ganesh & Chandramouli (2013), Srinivasulu et al. (2014)
and Ganesh et al. (2014). Altogether 518 species of
reptiles have been reported from India (Aengals et al.
2011). A few more species have been reported from
India since then (Smith et al. 2012; Harikrishnan et al.
2013; Aengals & Ganesh 2013; Vogel & Ganesh 2013;
Cyriac & Umesh 2014; Mirza & Sanap 2014; Mirza et
al. 2014; Amarasinghe et al. 2015; Guptha et al. 2015;
Agarwal & Karanth 2015).

In Kerala, reptiles comprise poorly studied classes of
vertebrates. Though there have been a few attempts to
study reptiles in Kerala (Beddome 1878, 1886; Boulenger
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1890; Ferguson 1895; Wall 1905, 1918; Murthy 1981;  Agarwal, I. & K.P. Karanth (2015). A phylogeny of the only ground-

Inger et al. 1984; Radhakrishnan 1996, 1997; Thomas dwelling radiation of Cyrtodactylus (Squamata, Gekkonidae):
diversification of Geckoella across peninsular India and Sri Lanka.

et al. 1997; Thomas & Easa 1997; Joseph & Easa 1997; Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution 82(part-A): 193-199;

Zacharias 1997; Easa 1998; Abraham et al. 1999;  http:dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ympev.2014.09.016 _

Ajith 2000; Palot & Radhakrishnan 2002, 2003, 2004; Ajit, V.P. (2000). Rediscovery of two rare Typhlopoids, Typhlops

) . ) thurstoni Boettger, 1890 and T. tindalli Smith, 1943 from Kerala.
Chandramouli & Ganesh 2010; Cyriac et al. 2011; Jins et Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 97(3): 434—435.

al. 2014)_ A book on the Snakes of Kerala in Malayalam Amarasinghe, A.A.T., I. Ineich, D.M.S.S. Karunarathna, W.M.S.

. . . . . .. Botejue & P.D. Campbell (2015). Two new species of the
by Adiyodi (1965) is the first pl‘IbHShEd work pertaining genus Sitana Cuvier, 1829 (Reptilia: Agamidae) from Sri Lanka,

to the snakes of the state. The first comprehensive including a taxonomic revision of the Indian Sitana species. Zootaxa
checklist on the reptilian fauna of the State was 3915: 67-98; http://dx.doi.org/10.11646/z0otaxa.3915.1.3

. . . Beddome, R.H. (1886). An account of the earth-snakes of the peninsula
compiled by Radhakrishnan (1997) who listed 169 of India and Ceylon. The Annals Magazine of Natural History (5) xvii:

species. Subsequently, Palot & Radhakrishnan (2003) 3-33.

compiled a checklist of vernacular names of snakes of Beddome, .R.H. (1878)..Descriptio.n of six new species of snakes of 1.:he
genus Silybura, family Uropeltidae. Proceedings of the Zoological

Kerala. Further, as part of biodiversity documentation, Society of London 1878: 800—802.
the Kerala Forest Research Institute (KFRI) published  Boulenger, G.A.(1890). The fauna of British India including Ceylon and

. . T . Burma: Reptilia and Batrachia. London, viii+541pp.
ri f checkli n the biodiversi f th
a series of checklists on the biodive sity of the State Chandramouli, S.R. (2009). Status and microhabitat preference

including reptiles (Easa & Ramachandran 2004). More of Otocryptis beddomii Boulenger, 1885 (Reptilia: Agamidae) in
recently, Palot & Radhakrishnan (2011) updated the Ponmudi Hills, Western Ghats, Kerala, India. Taprobanica 1(2):
. . . . 107-110.
Che(:klls.t of reptiles of Kerala by listing 173 species from Chandramouli, S.R & S.R. Ganesh (2010). Herpetofauna of southern
the region. Western Ghats, India reinvestigated after decades. Taprobanica
In recent years, there has been a revival of interest 2(2): 72-85. (2011)
. . . Cyriac, V.P, C.P. Arjun & T.K. Joy (2011). Occurrence of the Anamalai
in research on the reptlllan fauna of the State, with Gecko Hemidactylus anamallensis Gunther, 1875 from Chembra,
several new species’ descriptions from the region Wayanad, Kerala. Malabar Trogon 9(3): 20-21.

(Manamendra-Aracchi et al. 2007; Gower & Winkler Cyriac, V.P. & P.K. Umesh (2014). Description of a New Ground-

. .. . . Dwelling Cnemaspis Strauch, 1887 (Squamata: Gekkonidae), from
2007; Vogel & van Rooijen 2011; Cyriac & Umesh Kerala, allied to C. wynadensis (Beddome, 1870). Russian Journal of

2014). For the compilation of this checklist, the works Herpetology 21(3): 187-194.

of Smith (1931, 1935, 1943), Tikader & Shrama (1992), Daniel, J.C. (.2002). The Book of Indian Reptiles. Bombay Natural
History Society, Bombay, 141pp.

Daniel (2002)' Das (2002)' Whitaker & Captain (2004)' Das, I. (1997). Checklist of the reptiles of India with English common
Venugopal (2010) and Aengals et al. (2011) were also name. Hamadryad 22: 32-45.
Das, I. (2002). A Photographic Guide to the Snakes and Other Reptiles
referred to. ) X
. of India. New Holland Publishers (U.K.) Ltd., London, 144pp.
The current checklist of Kerala are represented by Das, I. (2003). Growth of Knowledge on the Reptiles of India, with an

173 species in 24 families under three orders (Table Introduction to Systematics, Taxonomy and Nomenclature. Journal

. . of Bombay Natural History Society 100(2-3): 447-501.
1). Of these, 87 species are endemic to the Western Easa, P.S. (1998). Survey of Reptiles and Amphibians in Kerala part

Ghats, which include 10 species endemic to Kerala. of Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve. KFRI Research Report No.148. Kerala
The taxonomy and nomenclature follow Uetz & Hosek Forest Research Institute, Peechi.

. Easa, P.S & K.K. Ramachandran (2004). Biodi ity D tati
(2015) while the vernacular names have been taken (2004). Biodiversity Documentation

for Kerala. Part 10: Reptiles. Kerala Forest Research Institute,
from various sources (Adiyodi 1965; Radhakrishnan Peechi.

1997; Palot & Radhakrishnan 2004; 2011). Marine  Ferguson, H.S. (1895). List of snakes taken in Travancore from 1888-
. . . .. . 95. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 10: 68-77.
reptiles in the list are indicated in blue colour. Ganesh. S.R. & S.R. Chandramouli (2013). Endangered and enigmatic
reptiles of Western Ghats - an overview. In: Singaravelan, N. (ed.).
Rare Animals of India, Bentham Publishers, 35—-36.

REFERENCES Ganesh, S.R., S. Bhupathy, P. David, N. Sathishkumar & G. Srinivas
(2014). Snake fauna of High Wavy Mountains, Western Ghats, India:
Abraham, S., P.S. Easa, J. Thomas & M.A. Nixon (1999). An inventory species richness, status, and distribution pattern. Russian Journal of
of reptile fauna in Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary, Idukki District, Kerala. Herpetology 21(1): 53-64.
Cobra 37: 24-29. Gower, D.J. & J.D. Winkler (2007). Taxonomy of the Indian snake
Adiyodi, K.G. (1965). Keralathile Vishapampukal. (in Malayalam). The Xylophis Beddome (Serpentes: Caenophidia) with description of a
Mathrubhumi Printing & Publishing Co., Ltd. Kozhikode, Kerala, new species. Hamadryad 31(2): 315-329.
India. Gunther, A.C.L.G (1864). The Reptiles of British India. Published by
Aengals, R. & S.R. Ganesh (2013). Rhinophis goweri - a new species Oxford and IBH Publishing Co. New Delhi, 452pp.
of Shieldtail snake from the southern Eastern Ghats, India. Russian ~ Guptha, B., N.M. Sivaramprasad, S.T. Muddock & V. Deepak (2015).
Journal of Herpetology 20(1): 61-65. First record of Chrysopelia taprobanica Smith, 1943 (Squamata:
Aengals, R., V.M.S. Kumar & M.J. Palot (2011). Updated Checklist Colubridae) from India. Checklist 11(1): 1-3.
of Indian Reptiles. http://zsi.gov.in/checklist/Checklist%200f%20  Harikrishnan, S., K. Vasudevan, A. De Silva, V. Deepak., N.B. Kar &
Indian%20Reptiles.pdf (online version). R. Naniv (2012). Phylogeography of Dasia Gray, 1830 (Reptilia:
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Image 3. Boiga ceylonensis Image 4. Calliophis bibroni

© Sandeep Das

[ 133
e
o

< VULNERABLE >
w

Image 5. Oligodon brevicauda Image 6. Trimeresurus macrolepis
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Image 7. Uropeltis rubromaculatus Image 8. Calotes grandisquamis
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Image 9. Salea anamallayana Image 10. Calotes ellioti
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Image 11. Indotestudo travancorica Image 12. Vijayachelys silvatica
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