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researchers. More than 95% of the taxa in the present list 
were listed in scientific collections and were included in 
the checklist, however a few species records were based 
on reliable photographs (two of which are Figure 2G and 
3C). Taxonomic nomenclature follows Bérnils and Costa 
(2012) and the voucher specimen numbers can be found 
in Appendix 1. The collected specimens were fixed in 
10% formalin and subsequently deposited in one of the 
following scientific collections.

Permits issued for collections over the period of study 
were: IBAMA/ICMBio1837288; IBAMA 1160-1; IBAMA 
11278-1; IBAMA / ICMBio 10343-3; IBAMA / ICMBio 
11278-2. Collections were also grounded in Articles 26 of 
IBAMA’s Normative Instruction 119/2006 and Article 26 
of IN 154/2007 of ICMBio for collecting carcasses killed by 
non-collectors or run over on highways.

Results and Discussion
Specimens were collected across 29 municipalities, 

with more systematic collections conducted during 
scientific consulting, environmental licensing, wildlife 
monitoring or fauna rescues in the municipalities of 
Salvador, Lauro de Freitas, Camaçari, Dias D’Ávila, Mata de 
São João, São Sebastião do Passé, Simões Filho, Itaparica, 
Elíseo Medrado, Santa Terezinha, Amargosa, Valença and 
Feira de Santana (Figure 1). In the State of Bahia, the only 
comparable study that sampled an extensive geographic 
region was Argôlo (2004), who focused on snakes in 
southeast Bahia, recording 61 species of snakes in 38 
municipalities. 

The analyses of the 482 collected individuals revealed 
a high diversity of species in the North Atlantic forest of 
Bahia. We recorded 103 species of squamate reptiles, of 
which 314 were snakes belonging to 62 species and seven 
families, 42 were amphisbaenids belonging to five species 
in a single family and 125 specimens were lizards, grouped 
in 36 species and 12 families (Table 1).

Among the species found are some strict endemics. 
Examples of this are lizards Leposoma sp. 2 (Figure 2A) 

Introduction
Recent estimates suggest that only 9% of Brazilian 

Atlantic forest fragments are protected, that 80% of 
these fragments are smaller than 50 ha, and that they are 
separated from one another by a mean distance of 1.4 
km (Ribeiro et al. 2008). The herpetofauna of the coastal 
region of Bahia is threatened by deforestation, agriculture, 
animal husbandry and road construction. There is thus 
an urgent need to ensure that species richness is mapped 
as part of the medium- and long-term conservation and 
management strategies of the remaining natural fragments 
(Mace 2004).

The inventories of herpetofauna in the Brazilian Atlantic 
forest have grown in the past 10 years, adding surprising 
new information to datasets that already demonstrated 
the Atlantic forest’s megadiversity (Argôlo2004; Tonini 
et al. 2010; Morato et al. 2011; Freitas et al. 2012; Souza 
Filho and Verrastro 2012). In Bahia, most research on 
reptiles is conducted in the Atlantic Forest south of the 
capital, Salvador, leaving the northern portion of the 
Atlantic Forest largely undocumented. Thus, this paper 
aims to fill this knowledge gap by presenting information 
on species composition of squamate reptiles from the 
northern Atlantic Forest of Bahia.

Material and Methods
The study area is located in a geographical division 

also known as the “Reconcavo Baiano”, a geographical 
break provided by the “Todos os Santos” bay and which 
corresponds to the municipalities of the northern coast of 
the state of Bahia, Brazil. This study is limited to the east 
by the Atlantic Ocean, to the south by the municipality of 
Valença, to the north by the municipality of Jandaíra and 
to the west by the municipalities of Ubaíra and Feira de 
Santana, although some of these municipalities are linked 
to the Caatinga biome (Ab Saber1977; Figure 1).

This study began in 1992 when we started to collect 
specimens in an opportunistic fashion, mostly as a 
result of road kills or specimens found dead by other 
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Figure 1. Geographical location of the municipalities studied in the Atlantic forest of Northern Bahia, Brazil. 0: Itaparica:1: Jandaíra: 2: Conde: 3: Entre 
Rios: 4: Mata de São João: 5: Camaçari: 6: Simões Filho: 7: Candeias: 8: Lauro de Freitas: 9: Valença: 10: Cachoeira: 11: Santo Amaro: 12: Varzedo: 13: 
Santo Antônio de Jesus: 14: Terra Nova: 15: Santa Terezinha, 16: Amélia Rodrigues: 17: Amargosa: 18: São Gonçalo dos Campos: 19: Santo Estevão: 20: 
Elíseo Medrado: 21: Sapeaçu: 22: Cruz das Almas: 23: Dias D’Ávila: 24: São Sebastião do Passé: 25: Itatim: 26: Feira de Santana: 27: Salvador; and 28: 
Jaguaripe.

FAMILY SPECIES MUNICIPALITIES
SERPENTES
Typhlopidae Amerotyphlops brongersmianus Vanzolini, 1976 Lauro de Freitas, Salvador, Camaçari, São Francisco do Conde, Mata de São 

João, Jandaíra, Amargosa and Elíseo Medrado
Leptotyphlopidae Trilepida salgueiroi (Amaral, 1955) Amargosa and Elíseo Medrado
Boidae Boa constrictor Linnaeus, 1758 Salvador, Camaçari, Mata de São João, Dias D’Ávila, Amargosa, Elíseo 

Medrado, Valença, Feira de Santana, Ilha de Itaparica, São Francisco do 
Conde, Lauro de Freitas, Itatim and Santa Terezinha

Eunectes murinus (Linnaeus, 1758) Salvador, Dias D’Ávila, Camaçari, Mata de São João, Cachoeira, Lauro de 
Freitas and Candeias

Epicrates cenchria (Linnaeus, 1758) Simões Filho
Epicrates assisi Machado, 1945 Camaçari, Santo Antônio de Jesus, Mata de São João, Elíseo Medrado, Itatim, 

Feira de Santana and Cruz das Almas
Corallus hortulanus (Linnaeus, 1758) Simões Filho, Camaçari and Mata de São João

Colubridae Tantila melanocephala (Linnaeus, 1758) Salvador, Lauro de Freitas, Feira de Santana, Camaçari, Elíseo Medrado, 
Santa Terezinha and Mata de São João

Leptophis ahaethulla (Linnaeus, 1758) Salvador, Mata de São João and Camaçari
Spilotes pullatus (Linnaeus, 1758) Salvador, Camaçari, Mata de São João, Amargosa Entre Rios, Itaparica and 

Elíseo Medrado
Spilotes sulphureus (Wied, 1824) Mata de São João, Elíseo Medrado and Amargosa
Mastigodryas bifossatus (Raddi, 1820) São Sebastião do Passé, Mata de São João and São Francisco do Conde
Chironius carinatus (Linnaeus, 1758) Dias D’Ávila, Mata de São João and Valença
Chironius flavolineatus (Jan, 1863) Salvador, Camaçari, Mata de São João and Dias D’Ávila
Chironius fuscus (Linnaeus, 1758) Simões Filho, Amargosa, Elíseo Medrado and Mata de São João 
Chironius exoletus (Linnaeus, 1758) Salvador, Mata de São João and Elíseo Medrado

Table 1. List of Squamate reptiles of the North Atlantic Forest of Bahia, Brazil.
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FAMILY SPECIES MUNICIPALITIES
Chironius foveatus Bailey, 1955 Amargosa and Valença
Chironius bicarinatus (Wied, 1820) Valença
Drymoluber dichrous (Peters, 1863) Simões Filho
Oxybelis aeneus (Wagler, 1824) Salvador, Elíseo Medrado, Camaçari, Mata de São João and Santo Antônio de 

Jesus
Drymarchon corais (Boie, 1827) Lauro de Freitas, Elíseo Medrado and Mata de São João

Dipsadidae Apostolepis cearensis Gomes, 1915 Feira de Santana and Alagoinhas
Dipsas variegata (Duméril, Bibron & Duméril, 
1854)

Elíseo Medrado and Amargosa

Dipsas sazimai Fernandes, Marques & Argôlo, 
2010

Santa Terezinha

Erythrolamprus almadensis (Wagler, 1824) Salvador, Lauro de Freitas, Mata de São João, Dias D’Ávila, São Sebastião do 
Passé, São Francisco do Conde and Feira de Santana 

Erythrolamprus miliaris (Wied, 1821) Salvador, Lauro de Freitas, Mata de São João, Candeias, Santo Antônio de 
Jesus and Itaparica, 

Erythrolamprus poecilogyrus schotti (Schlegel, 
1837)

Lauro de Freitas, Elíseo Medrado, Feira de Santana and Cruz das Almas

Erythrolamprus taeniogaster (Jan, 1863) Salvador, Camaçari and Jandaíra
Erythrolamprus reginae (Wagler, 1824) São Sebastião do Passé and Mata de São João
Erythrolamprus viridis (Günther, 1862) Salvador, Lauro de Freitas, Feira de Santana, Camaçari and Elíseo Medrado
Erythrolamprus aesculapii venustissimus Wied, 
1821

Elíseo Medrado

Erythrolamprus aesculapii aesculapii (Linnaeus, 
1766)

Camaçari

Elapomorphus wuchereri Günther, 1861 Valença
Phimophis guerini (Duméril, Bibron & Duméril, 
1854)

Elíseo Medrado, Santa Terezinha and Mata de São João

Psomophis joberti (Sauvage, 1884) Feira de Santana
Sibynomorphus newiedii (Ihering, 1911) Salvador, Santa Terezinha, São Sebastião do Passé, Cachoeira, Eliseo 

Medrado, Lauro de Freitas, Amargosa and Mata de São João
Leptodeira annulata (Linnaeus, 1758) Salvador, Lauro de Freitas, Camaçari, Elíseo Medrado, Mata de São João and 

Amargosa
Helicops leopardinus (Schlegel, 1837) Salvador, Lauro de Freitas, Dias D’Ávila and Mata de São João
Helicops angulatus (Linnaeus, 1758) Salvador, Lauro de Freitas, Camaçari and Mata de São João
Oxyrhopus trigeminus Duméril, Bibron & Duméril, 
1854

Salvador, Lauro de Freitas, Camaçari, Dias D’Ávila, Mata de São João, Feira 
de Santana, Santa Terezinha, Elíseo Medrado, Cruz das Almas, Itaparica and 
Santo Antônio de Jesus

Oxyrhopus petolarius Reuss, 1834 Salvador, Dias D’Ávila, Mata de São João, Amargosa and São Sebastião do 
Passé

Philodryas olfersii (Lichtenstein, 1823) Salvador, Camaçari, Lauro de Freitas, Mata de São João, Amargosa, Elíseo 
Medrado, Santo Estevão, São Sebastião do Passé, Feira de Santana and 
Itaparica

Philodryas patagoniensis (Girard, 1858) Camaçari, Mata de São João and Candeias
Philodryas nattereri Steindachner, 1870 Camaçari, Sapeaçu and Feira de Santana
Pseudoboa nigra (Duméril, Bibron & Duméril, 
1854)

Salvador, Lauro de Freitas, Ilha de Itaparica, Camaçari, Mata de São João, 
Feira de Santana, Purificação, São Sebastião do Passé, Amargosa and São 
Francisco do Conde

Siphlophis compressus (Daudin, 1803) Amargosa and Elíseo Medrado
Clelia plumbea (Wied, 1820) Camaçari, Valença, Santa Terezinha and Mata de São João
Imantodes cenchoa (Linnaeus, 1758) Elíseo Medrado, Amargosa and Mata de São João
Xenodon merremii (Wagler, 1824) Santa Terezinha, Amargosa, Mata de São João, Cruz das Almas, São 

Francisco do Conde, São Sebastião do Passé, Dias D’Ávila, Salvador and Feira 
de Santana

Xenodon rhabdocephalus (Wied, 1824) Elíseo Medrado, Amargosa and Valença
Taeniophallus occipitalis (Jan, 1863) Camaçari, Dias D´Ávila, Salvador and Mata de São João
Thamnodynastes nattereri (Mikan, 1828) Amargosa, Elíseo Medrado and Feira de Santana.
Thamnodynastes pallidus (Linnaeus, 1758) Salvador, Elíseo Medrado, Amargosa, Mata de São João and Santa Terezinha

Elapidae Micrurus ibiboboca (Merrem, 1820) Salvador, Lauro de Freitas, Camaçari, Mata de São João, Elíseo Medrado, São 
Francisco do Conde, Feira de Santana and Cruz das Almas

Micrurus corallinus (Merrem, 1820) Simões Filho and Valença
Viperidae Bothrops bilineata (Wied, 1821) Amargosa, Elíseo Medrado and Valença

Bothrops leucurus Wagler, 1824 Salvador, Lauro de Freitas, Camaçari, Dias D’Ávila, Simões Filho, Mata de São 
João, Amargosa, Conde, Elíseo Medrado, Varzedo, Valença, São Gonçalo dos 
Campos, Jaguaripe, Itaparica, Cruz das Almas, Entre Rios, Esplanada and 
Santa Terezinha

Bothrops jararaca (Wied, 1824) Amélia Rodrigues
Bothrops pirajai Amaral, 1923 Elíseo Medrado, Amargosa and Ubaíra
Bothrops lutzi (Miranda-Ribeiro, 1915) Dias D’Ávila and Camaçari

Table 1. Continued.
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FAMILY SPECIES MUNICIPALITIES
Lachesis muta (Linnaeus, 1766) Santo Amaro, Amargosa, Elíseo Medrado and Valença
Crotalus durissus cascavella Wagler, 1824 Salvador, Camaçari, Lauro de Freitas, Itatim, Santa Terezinha, Santo Estevão, 

Sapeaçu, Dias D’Ávila, Mata de São João, Pojuca , Feira de Santana and São 
Francisco do Conde

Amphisbaenidae Amphisbaena alba Linnaeus, 1758 Salvador, Lauro de Freitas, Camaçari, Dias D’Ávila, Mata de São João, 
Itaparica, Elíseo Medrado, Amargosa, Feira de Santana, Valença, São 
Sebastião do Passé and Entre Rios

Amphisbaena vermicularis Wagler, 1824 Feira de Santana
Amphisbaena pretrei Duméril & Bibron, 1839 Salvador, Lauro de Freitas, Camaçari and Mata de São João 
Leposternon polystegum (Duméril, 1851) Feira de Santana
Leposternon octostegum (Duméril, 1851) Salvador, Camaçari, Lauro de Freitas, Mata de São João and Dias D’Ávila

Teidae Tupinambis merianae Duméril & Bibron, 1839 Salvador, Lauro de Freitas, Camaçari, Mata de São João, Dias D’Ávila, Feira de 
Santana, Amargosa, Elíseo Medrado, Itaparica, São Francisco do Conde and 
São Sebastião do Passé

Ameiva ameiva (Linnaeus, 1758) Salvador, Lauro de Freitas, Camaçari, Dias D´Ávila, Simões Filho, Mata de 
São João, Feira de Santana, Elíseo Medrado, Amargosa and Itaparica

Ameivula abaetensis (Dias, Rocha & Vrcibradic, 
2002)

Salvador, Camaçari, Mata de São João and Entre Rios

Ameivula nativo (Rocha, Bergallo & Peccinini-
Seale, 1997)

Valença

Ameivula ocellifera (Spix, 1825) Salvador, Lauro de Freitas, Camaçari, Dias D’Ávila, Santa Terezinha, Itatim, 
Santo Estevão, Feira de Santana, Mata de São João and Itaparica.

Kentropix calcarata Spix, 1825 Salvador, Simões Filho, Mata de São João, Elíseo Medrado and Amargosa
Iguanidae Iguana iguana (Linnaeus, 1758) Salvador, Lauro de Freitas, Camaçari, Itaparica, Dias D’Ávila, Mata de São 

João, Elíseo Medrado, Amargosa, Itatim, Santo Estevão and Feira de Santana
Gymnophtalmidae Cercosaura ocellata Wagler, 1830 Salvador, Camaçari, Dias D’Ávila and Mata de São João

Leposoma sp. 1 Salvador, São Sebastião do Passé and Mata de São João
Leposoma sp. 2 Elíseo Medrado and Amargosa
Acratosaura mentalis (Amaral, 1933) Feira de Santana 
Micrablepharus maximiliani (Reinhardt & Luetken, 
1862)

Elíseo Medrado

Alexandresaurus camacan Rodrigues, Pellegrino, 
Dixo, Verdade, Pavan, Argôlo & Sites Jr, 2007

São Sebastião do Passé and Amargosa

Dryadosaura nordestina Rodrigues, Freire, 
Pellegrino & Sites Jr., 2005

Salvador and Mata de São João

Tropiduridae Tropidurus hispidus (Spix, 1825) Salvador, Lauro de Freitas, Camaçarí, Mata de São João, Simões Filho, Dias 
D’Ávila, Feira de Santana, Elíseo Medrado, Santa Terezinha, Itatim, Santo 
Estevão and Amargosa

Tropidurus torquatus (Wied, 1820) Itaparica, Salvador and Valença
Tropidurus hygomi Reinhardt & Luetken, 1861 Salvador, Lauro de Freitas, Camaçari, Dias D’Ávila, Mata de São João, Entre 

Rios, Conde and Jandaíra
Tropidurus semitaeniatus (Spix, 1825) Santa Terezinha, Dias D’Ávila, Itatim, Feira de Santana, Santo Estevão, Elíseo 

Medrado, Cachoeira and Mata de São João
Strobilurus torquatus Wiegmann, 1834 São Sebastião do Passé, Ubaíra and Mata de São João

Sphaerodactylidae Coleodactylus meridionalis (Boulenger, 1888) Salvador, Itaparica, Simões Filho, Mata de São João, Amargosa and Elíseo 
Medrado

Phyllodactylidae Phyllopezus lutzae (Loveridge, 1941) Salvador, Lauro de Freitas and Mata de São João
Phyllopezus pollicaris (Spix, 1825) Feira de Santana, Amargosa, Santo Estevão, Itatim, Santa Terezinha, 

Salvador, Lauro de Freitas, Elíseo Medrado and Mata de São João
Gymnodactylus geckoides Spix, 1825 Feira de Santana, Camaçari, Dias D’Ávila and Mata de São João
Gymnodactylus darwinii (Gray, 1845) Salvador, Elíseo Medrado, Santa Terezinha, Amargosa, Mata de São João and 

Simões Filho
Gekkonidae Hemidactylus brasilianus (Amaral, 1935) Mata de São João

Hemidactylus mabouia (Moreau de Jonnès, 1818) Salvador, Lauro de Freitas, Camaçari, Dias D’Ávila, Mata de São João, Feira de 
Santana, Amargosa and Elíseo Medrado

Polychrotidae Polychrus marmoratus (Linnaeus, 1758) Salvador, Mata de São João, Elíseo Medrado and Amargosa
Polychrus acutirostris Spix, 1825 Feira de Santana, Camaçari, Mata de São João and Dias D’Ávila

Dactyloidae Anolis ortonii (Cope, 1868) Salvador, Camaçari, Mata de São João, Amargosa and Elíseo Medrado
Anolis fuscoauratus (D’Orbigny, 1837) Salvador, Camaçari, Mata de São João, Elíseo Medrado and Amargosa
Anolis punctata (Daudin, 1802) Santo Amaro and Mata de São João

Leiosauridae Enyalius bibroni Boulenger, 1885 Elíseo Medrado and Dias D’Ávila
Enyalius catenatus (Wied, 1821) Amargosa, Eliseo Medrado and Mata de São João

Scincidae Mabuya heathi (Schmidt & Inger, 1951) Salvador, Camaçari, Mata de São João, Dias D’Ávila and Feira de Santana.
Mabuya macrorhyncha (Hoge, 1947) São Sebastião do Passé, Elíseo Medrado, Amargosa, Mata de São João, 

Camaçarí and Salvador.
Diploglossidae Ophiodes sp. Lauro de Freitas, Dias D’Ávila, Terra Nova and São Francisco do Conde

Table 1. Continued.
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restricted to the ombrophilous forests of Salvador, Mata de 
São João and São Sebastião do Passé, Ameivula abaetensis 
(Dias, Rocha & Vrcibradic, 2002) (Figure 2B), found only 
in a narrow strip of coastal sandbanks north of Salvador 
until the Itapicuru River in the municipality of Conde, and, 
(Figure 2C), and Tropidurus hygomi (Luetken & Reinhardt, 
1861) which has a similar range to A. abaetensis until 
Sergipe, but with isolated populations in patches of sand 
and dunes in more interior localities such as Camacari, 
Dias D’Ávila and Alagoinhas in Bahia and Itabaiana in 
Sergipe (Freitas and Silva 2007). Among the snakes, 
the only species with restricted endemism is Bothrops 
pirajai Amaral, 1923 (Figure 2D), found in southeast 
Bahia between Ilhéus and Itabuna until Elíseo Medrado 
and Santa Terezinha, the northern limit of its distribution 
(Freitas 1999). Among the amphisbaenids, the occurrence 
of Leposternon octostegum (Duméril, 1851) (Figure 2E) 
is highlighted, because while being abundant, it was only 
found in five municipalities: Salvador, Camaçari, Simões 
Filho, Mata de São João and Dias D’Ávila (Barros-Filho et 
al. 2013). In addition, we also recorded three threatened 
species, the snake Bothrops pirajai Amaral, 1923 and the 
lizards Ameivula abaetensis (Dias, Rocha & Vrcibradic, 
2002) and Ameivula nativo (Rocha, Bergallo & Peccinini-
Seale, 1997) (Figure 2F) (IUCN, 2013), that have restricted 
distributions and are threatened by habitat loss.

Considering the distribution of the species in the 
present study, it is likely that the Baía de Todos os Santos 
functions as a geographical barrier for the dispersal of 
land animals in ombrophilous environments of the coastal 
Atlantic forest. This is not surprising considering the last 
stretch of the Paraguassu River is well over 200 m wide in 
its narrowest portions and the water is brackish (Freitas 
and Silva 2005).

Several species with a wide distribution in the 
Atlantic Forest have the northernmost limit of their 
coastal distribution in this biome at the Paraguassu River. 
Examples of these are the snakes Trilepida salgueiroi 
(Amaral ,1955) (Figure 2G), Chironius foveatus Bailey, 
1955 (Figure 2H) Chironius bicarinatus (Wied, 1820) 
(Figure 3A), Elapomorphus wuchereri Günther, 1861 
(Figure 3B) Erythrolamprus aesculapii venustissimus Wied, 
1821 (Figure 3C), Bothrops pirajai Amaral,1923, as well as 
the lizards Tropidurus torquatus Wiegmann,1834, (Figure 
3D) Ameivula nativo (Rocha, Bergallo & Peccinini-Seale, 
1997), and Leposoma sp. 1 (Figure 3E) (Argôlo 2004; 
Freitas and Silva 2005; Dias and Rocha, 2005, 2014). 
However, this probable barrier is also the southern limit of 
the coastal Atlantic Forest distribution of several species. 
Among these are the snakes Epicrates assisi Machado, 
1945 (Figure 3F), Erythrolamprus viridis (Günther, 
1862) (Figure 3G), Helicops leopardinus (Schlegel, 1837) 
(Figure 3H), Helicops angulatus (Linnaeus, 1758) (Figure 
4A), Chironius flavolineatus (Jan, 1863) (Figure 4F) and 
Philodryas nattereri Steindachner, 1870 (Figure 4B), the 
amphisbaena Leposternon octostegum (Duméril, 1851), 
and the lizards Ameivula abaetensis (Dias, Rocha & 
Vrcibradic, 2002), Leposoma sp. 2, Dryadosaura nordestina 
Rodrigues, Freire, Pellegrino & Sites Jr., 2005 (Figure 
4C), Tropidurus hispidus (Spix, 1825) (Figure 4D) and 
Tropidurus hygomi Reinhardt & Luetken, 1861. 

As a consequence the advance of deforestation in 

municipalities such as Sapeaçu, Cruz das Almas, Santo 
Antônio de Jesus and Elíseo Medrado, we have registered 
species of snakes typical of the Caatinga occupying 
environments that were once rainforests. Examples of 
this are: Epicrates assisi Machado, 1945, Crotalus durissus 
cascavella Wagler, 1824 (Figure 4E) and Philodryas nattereri 
Steindachner 1870. These species were found as road kill 
on the BR 101 highway, which crosses the Paraguassu 
River from north to south. Nevertheless, the previously 
mentioned species have not been not found in the range 
of coastal sand banks to the south of the Paraguassu River 
or in the salt marshes to the north of Salvador. Human 
actions may also have been responsible for the movement 
of the lizard Tropidurus torquatus Wiegmann, 1834 from 
Itaparica Island in the Baia de Todos os Santos to the city 
of Salvador (Rodrigues 1987).

Paleoclimatic implications to the north of this region 
of the Baia de Todos os Santos propitiated vast patches of 
Cerrado, especially in the municipalities of Camaçari and 
Dias D’Ávila, dominated by large tabular relief with deep 
and ancient “latossols” sensulato with predominance of 
laterites and flora with over 50% of the typical species of 
Cerrado sensulato (IBGE 1999). The presence of patches of 
Cerrado near the north coast of Bahia, and the fact that the 
Atlantic Forest was originally narrower there, provided 
the penetration of species of more open ecosystems such 
as the Cerrado and Caatinga, especially species that can 
be found in coastal dunes and salt marshes, including 
the snakes Epicrates assisi Machado,1945, Chironius 
flavolineatus (Jan, 1863) (Figure 4F), Erythrolamprus viridis 
(Günther, 1862), Phimophis guerini (Duméril, Duméril 
& Bibron, 1854) (Figure 4G) and Philodryas nattereri 
Steindachner, 1870 (Freitas 1999, 2003). Bothrops lutzi 
(Miranda-Ribeiro, 1915) (Figure 4H) is presented as a 
case of this unusual isolation of these patches of Cerrado, 
because its populations are found about 1000 km to the 
west of the western Cerrado Region of Bahia (Silva and 
Rodrigues 2008). The lizards Tropidurus hispidus (Spix, 
1825), Gymnodactylus geckoides Spix, 1825 (Figure 5C), 
Hemidactylus brasilianus (Amaral, 1935) (Figure 5A) and 
Polychrus acutirostris Spix, 1825 (Figure 5B), occurring 
in coastal salt marshes, support this easier penetration 
through more open vegetation, since they are absent in 
coastal sandbanks south of the Paraguassu River. 

Knowledge of the assemblage and distribution of 
squamate reptiles in the Atlantic Forest of northern Bahia 
is of great importance for taking measures to preserve 
the fauna in this region. This will support a model for 
the conservation of these species, serving as a historical 
testimony that this fauna still occurs in the forest 
fragments and other preserved ecosystems, based on the 
geographical barrier isolating this group of vertebrates 
between the Baia de Todos os Santos and the Paraguassu 
River.

The wealth of information presented in this species list 
showcases the potential impact of secondary data sources, 
such as faunal rescues, environmental impact studies, and 
road kill on improving the conservation and management 
of biodiversity. These data sources can be particularly 
key in the case of megadiverse countries such as Brazil 
where the financial and human resources for extensive 
fauna inventories are not always available. Such sources 
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Figure 2. Some species of squamate reptiles occurring in the Atlantic Forest of Northern Bahia, Brazil (photos by the author, unless otherwise noted). 
A. Leposoma sp. 2 collected in the São Sebastião do Passé; B. Ameivula abaetensis photographed in the Camaçari; C. Tropidurus hygomi collected in the 
Camaçari; D. Bothrops pirajai photographed in the Elíseo Medrado, Bahia, Brazil; E. Leposternon octostegum collected in the Salvador; F. Ameivula nativo 
photographed in the Valença;G. Trilepida salgueiroi collected in the Camacan; H. Chironius foveatus collected in the Ubaíra, Bahia.
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Figure 3. Some species of squamate reptiles occurring in the Atlantic Forest of Northern Bahia, Brazil (photos by the author, unless otherwise noted). 
A. Chironius bicarinatus photographed in the Instituto Butantan, São Paulo; B. Elapomorphus wuchereri collected in the Valença; C. Erythrolamprus 
aesculapii aesculapii photographed in the Ibirataia; D. Tropidurus torquatus collected in the Salvador; E. Leposoma sp. 2 collected in the Elíseo Medrado; 
F. Epicrates assisi photographed in the Elíseo Medrado; G. Erythrolamprus viridis collected in the Feira de Santana; H. Helicops leopardinus collected in 
the Salvador.
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Figure 4. Some species of squamate reptiles occurring in the Atlantic Forest of Northern Bahia, Brazil (photos by the author, unless otherwise noted). 
A. Helicops angulatus collected in the Salvador; B. Philodryas nattereri collected in the Camaçari; C. Dryadosaura nordestina collected in the Mata de 
São João, (Photo by Cláudio Sampaio); D. Tropidurus hispidus collected in the Camaçari; E. Crotalus durissus cascavella photographed in the Feira de Santana; 
F. Chironius flavolineatus collected in the Camaçari; G. Phimophis guerini photographed in the Jaborandi; H. Bothrops lutzi collected in the Camaçari.
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are also important in the case of Natural History museum 
collections, providing an extensive source of specimens that 
can be used in meta analysis such as species distribution 
models and the assessment of a species conservation 
status. Simultaneously, the present species list highlights 
the importance of encouraging practitioners to compile 
and publish the datasets available to them, as a way to 
improve biodiversity management and conservation. 
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Appendix 1.
Amerotyphlops brongersmianus Lauro de Freitas (MZUESC 5464) – 
Salvador (MZUESC 5180 – 81 – 5225 – 5436) – Camaçarí (MZUESC 5081 
– 5194 – 5426 – 5460) – Jandaíra (MZUESC 5184 – 85) São Francisco do 
Conde (CZGB 8038). Boa constrictor Salvador (CZGB 3051) – Salvador – 
(MZUESC 5429 – 31) – Camaçarí (MZUESC 5422 – 5458) – Mata de São 
João (MZUESC 5450) – Dias D`Avila (MZUEFS 1274 – 1311) – Eunectes 
murinus – Dias D’Ávila (MZUEFS 1074) – Camaçarí (MZUEFS 0954) – 
Lauro de Freitas (MZUESC 5445 – 8200) – Mata de São João (5593 – IB 
55586) – Salvador (MZUESC 5432) – Epicrates cenchria – Simões Filho 
(MZUESC 5802) – Epicrates assisi – Camaçarí (MZUESC 5596) – Santo 
Antônio de Jesus (MZUESC 6795) – Mata de São João (MZUEFS 1270) – 
Elíseo Medrado (MZUEFS 1027) – Cruz das Almas (CZGB 5991) –
Apostolepis cearensis – Feira de Santana (MCP 14781 – 82 – 14784 – 86 
– 15089 – 15134 – 36 – 18051- 53) – Dipsas variegata – Elíseo Medrado 
(MZUESC 5804) – Dipsas sazimai – Santa Terezinha (MZUESC 13710) – 
Tantila melanocephala – Salvador (MZUESC 6548 – 5437 – MCP 18049 
– 18123) – Lauro de Freitas (MCP 18050) – Feira de Santana (MCP 
14783) – Camaçarí (18120 – 24) – (MZUESC 5077 – 80) – Santa Terezinha 
(MZUESC 8196) – Elíseo Medrado (MZUESC 8196) – Erythrolamprus 
almadensis – Lauro de Freitas (MZUEFS 741 – 744 – 738 – 908)- 
(MZUESC 5466) – Dias D’Ávila (MZUEFS 1463 – 64) – Salvador (MZUEFS 
1273) – (MZUESC 5433) – Camaçarí (MZUESC 5467) – São Sebastião do 
Passé (CZGB 1399) – São Francisco do Conde (CZGB 1435) – Feira de 
Santana (CZGB 1045) – Erythrolamprus miliaris – Salvador (MZUESC 
5438) – Lauro de Freitas (MZUESC 5443) – (IB 55466) – Candeias 
(MZUESC 4920) – Itaparica (MZUESC 5776) – Santo Antônio de Jesus 
(MZUESC 13720) – Erythrolamprus poecilogyrus schotti – Lauro de 
Freitas (MZUEFS 739) – Cruz das Almas (CZGB 6706) – Erythrolamprus 
taeniogaster – Salvador (MZUEFS 1272) – Jandaíra (MZUESC 5183) – 
Camaçarí (MZUESC 7543) – Erythrolamprus reginae– São Sebastião do 
Passé (CZGB 2093) – Erythrolamprus viridis – Elíseo Medrado (MZUEFS 
1081) – Camaçarí (IB 49199) – Phimophis guerini – Elíseo Medrado 
(MZUESC 315) – Santa Terezinha (MZUEFS 1170) – Psomophis joberti 
– Feira de Santana (MZUEFS 683 – 709) – (MZUESC 1757 – 58) – 
Sibynomorphus newiedii– Santa Terezinha (MZUESC 5315) – São 
Sebastião do Passé (CZGB 1398 – 1400) – Cachoeira (CZGB 2779) – Elíseo 
Medrado (MZUESC 5591 – 13709) –Leptophis ahaethulla– Camaçarí 
(MZUEFS 953) – Salvador (MZUESC 5171) – Leptodeira annulata – 
Lauro de Freitas (MZUEFS 693) – Mata de São João (MZUEFS 1092) – 
Amargosa (MZUESC 5586) – Helicops leopardinus – Lauro de Freitas 
(MZUEFS 743 – 1944) – (MZUESC 5444) – Dias D’Ávila (MZUEFS 1171 – 
72) – Salvador (MZUEFS 1309) – (MZUESC 5223) – Mata de São João (IB 
55585) – Helicops angulatus – Camaçarí ( MZUESC 7399) – Salvador 
(MZUESC 5179) – Lauro de Freitas (MZUEFS 1131) – Erythrolamprus 
aesculapii venustissimus– Elíseo Medrado (MZUESC 5589) – Oxyrhopus 
trigeminus – Lauro de Freitas (MZUEFS 745) – Dias D’Ávila (MZUEFS 883 
– 1465) – Salvador (MZUESC 5441 – 5177 – 6797 – 7073) – Camaçarí 
(MZUESC 5190 – 5423) – Santa Terezinha (MZUESC 5312) – Elíseo 
Medrado (MZUEFS 917) – Cruz das Almas (CZGB 5993) – Santo Antônio 
de Jesus (CZGB 4527) – Oxyrhopus petolarius Salvador (MZUESC 5440) 
– Mata de São João (MZUEFS 1020) – Dias D’Ávila (MZUEFS – 1472) – São 
Sebastião do Passé (CZGB 2095) – Philodryas olfersii – Salvador 
(MZUEFS 1051) – (MZUESC 5222 – 8191) – Camaçari (MZUESC 5186 – 
88 – 5427) – Mata de São João (MZUESC 5446) – Amargosa (MZUESC – 
5462 – 6541) – Elíseo Medrado (MZUEFS 1043) – Santo Estevão (MZUEFS 
772) – São Sebastião do Passé (CZGB 2090 – 91) – Philodryas 

patagoniensis – Camaçarí (MZUEFS 1407) – (MZUESC 5135 – 1761 – 
7542) – Candéias (MZUESC 1762) – Philodryas nattereri – Camaçarí 
(MZUESC 5421) – Sapeaçu (MZUESC 6802) – Feira de Santana (MZUEFS 
723 – 26 – 777 – 797) – Pseudoboa nigra – Purificação (MZUEFS 1001) 
– Feira de Santana (MZUES 5182) – São Sebastião do Passé (CZGB 2096) 
– São Francisco do Conde (CZGB 6949) – Spilotes pullatus – Mata de São 
João (MZUEFS 1093 – 1307) – (MZUESC 5448) – Camaçarí (MZUESC 
5242) – Elíseo Medrado (MZUEFS 971) – Salvador (MZUESC 6547 – 
8190) – Entre Rios (MZUESC 6799) – Amargosa (MZUESC 13718) – 
Spilotes sulphureus – Mata de São João (MZUESC 5452) – Siphlophis 
compressus– Amargosa (MZUESC 6796) – Clelia plumbea – Camaçarí 
(MZUEFS 759) – Santa Terezinha (IB 33912) – Valença (MZUEFS 1132) 
– Mata de São João (MZUESC 5592) – Mastigodryas bifossatus – São 
Sebastião do Passé (CZGB 2092) – Chironius carinatus– Dias D’Ávila 
(MZUEFS 1181) – Valença (MZUESC 8186) – Chironius flavolineatus – 
Salvador (MZUESC 5178 – 5226 – 8165 – 8192- 6549 – 8163) – Camaçarí 
(MZUESC 5193 – 5425) – Dias D’Ávila (MZUEFS – 1469) – (MZUESC 
1559) – Chironius fuscus – Simões Filho (MZUESC 6245) – Chironius 
exoletus – Salvador (MZUESC 5172) – Mata de São João (CHUNB 3745) 
– Chironius foveatus – Amargosa (MZUESC 6528) – Valença (MZUEFS 
1125) – Chironius bicarinatus – Valença (MZUESC 6434) – Drymoluber 
dichrous – Simões Filho (MZUESC 5801) –Imantodes cenchoa– Elíseo 
Medrado (MZUEFS 907) – Xenodon merremii – Santa Terezinha 
(MZUESC 7394 – 95) – Amargosa (MZUESC 6540) – Mata de São João 
(MZUESC 5594) – Cruz das Almas (CZGB 5992) – São Francisco do Conde 
(CZGB 1448) – São Sebastião do Passé (CZGB 2089) – Feira de Santana 
(MZUEFS 1296) – Salvador (MZUESC 5439) – Dias D’Ávila – (MZUEFS 
1468) – Xenodon rhabdocephalus – Elíseo Medrado (MZUESC 5803) – 
Valença (MZUESC 6805 – 06 – 6436) – Drymarchon corais – Dias D’Ávila 
(MZUEFS 1466) – Taeniophallus occipitalis– Camaçari (MZUEFS 1308) 
– (MZUESC 5246) – (MCP 18116 – 18119) – Thamnodynastes pallidus 
– Salvador (MZUESC 5221) – Elíseo Medrado (MZUESC 8197) – (MZUEFS 
1173) – Amargosa (MZUESC 5585) – Santa Terezinha (MZUESC 7396)– 
Oxybelis aeneus – Camaçarí (MZUESC 5189 – 5424) – Salvador (MZUESC 
5174) – Elíseo Medrado (MZUEFS 906) – Santo Antonio de Jesus (MZUEFS 
1219) – Micrurus ibiboboca – Lauro de Freitas (MZUEFS 733 – 748) – 
(MZUESC 8160 -60) – Camaçarí (MZUESC 5191 – 92 – 5459) – Dias 
D’Ávila (MZUEFS 1460 – 62) – Salvador (MZUEFS 1269) – (MZUESC 5175 
– 76 – 5442) – Mata de São João (MZUESC 5447) – Elíseo Medrado 
(MZUES 5590) – São Francisco do Conde (CZGB 1449) – Cruz das Almas 
(CZGB 6707 -08) – Micrurus corallinus– Simões Filho (MZUFBA 829) – 
Valença (MZUESC 6807) – Bothrops bilineata – Amargosa (MZUESC 
5587) – Bothrops leucurus – Salvador (MZUEFS 740 – 1290) – (MZUESC 
8154 – 5224 – 5173) – Camaçari (MZUEFS 1075 – 1090) – Dias D’Ávila 
(MZUEFS 1179 – 80 – 1467) – Conde (CZGB 8634 – 760) – Mata de São 
João (MZUESC 5449) – Santa Terezinha (MZUESC 5313 – 5588) – Varzedo 
(MZUEFS 694) – Valença (MZUEFS 1175) – São Francisco do Conde 
(CZGB 761) – São Gonçalo do Campo (MZUESC 8159) – Mata de São João 
(MZUESC 8180) – Cruz das Almas (CZGB 6709) – Entre Rios (MZUESC 
4282) – Esplanada (CZGB 8634) – Santa Terezinha (MZUESC 5588) – 
Jaguaripe (MZUESC 5764 – 66 – 6437) – Amargosa (MZUESC 6542) – 
Valença – (MZUESC 6807 – 09 – 6433) – Bothrops jararaca – Amélia 
Rodrigues (MZUFBA 1238) – Bothrops pirajai – Elíseo Medrado 
(MZUESC 9431) – Ubaíra (MZUESC 6762) – Bothrops lutzi – Dias D’Ávila 
(MZUFBA 1191) – Camaçari (MZUFBA 985 – 86) – Lachesis muta – Santo 
Amaro (MZUESC 5597) – Elíseo Medrado (MZUEFS 1406) – Valença 
(MZUESC 8156 – 6804 – 6435 – 5207) – Crotalus durissus cascavella – 
Camaçarí (MZUEFS 1394) – (MZUESC 5457) – Pojuca (MZUEFS 968) – 
São Francisco do Conde (CZGB 1434) – Mata de São João (IB 55584) – 
Salvador (IB 50093) – (MZUESC 8164).– Amphisbaena alba – Salvador 
(MZUESC 5435) – Lauro de Freitas (MZUEFS 445) – Camaçarí (MZUESC 
5428) – Elíseo Medrado (MZUEFS 231 – 219 – 362) – Itaparica (MZUSP 
96808) – Valença (MZUSP 96807) – Amargosa (MZUESC 6529) – Entre 
Rios (MZUSP 100071) – Elíseo Medrado (MZUSP 100072) – São Sebastião 
do Passé (MZUESC 13708) – Santa Terezinha (13719) – Amphisbaena 
vermicularis Feira de Santana (MZUEFS 527) Amphisbaena pretrei – 
(MZUESC 5434) – Lauro de Freitas (MZUEFS 363 – 357) – Camaçarí (MCP 
18176 – 18183) – (MZUSP 96835) – Salvador (MCP 18184) – Mata de São 
João (MZUESC 5595) – Leposternon polystegum – Feira de Santana 
(MZUEFS 528) – Leposternon octostegum – Camaçarí (MZUSP 96350 – 
96816 – 22) – Salvador (MZUSP 100075) – (MZUERJ 1713 – 16 – 1748 – 
49) – (MZUESC 7074) – Simões Filho (MZUSP 100074). – Tupinambis 
merianae– Salvador (MZUFBA 746) – Ameiva ameiva – Salvador 
(MZUESC 5463) – (MZUSP 100048) – Ameivula abaetensis – Jandaíra 
(MZUSP 96847 – 50) – Mata de São João (MZUEFS 439 – 40) – Ameivula 
ocellifera – Camaçarí (MZUSP 96903) – Mata de São João (CHUNB 8138 
– 39 – 8152) – Kentropix kalcarata – Salvador (CHUNB 1653) – Mata de 
São João (CHUNB 654) – Iguana iguana – Lauro de Freitas (MZUEFS 
265) – (CHUNB 13617) – Salvador – (MZUEFS 361) – (MZUSP 100042 – 
43) – Cercosaura ocellata – Dias D’Ávila (MZUEFS 441) – Camaçarí 
(MZUSP 96904) – Leposoma sp. 1 São Sebastião do Passé (MZUEFS 260) 
– Salvador (CHUNB 13537 – 38) – Mata de São João (CHUNB 13634) – 
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Leposoma sp. 2 – Elíseo Medrado (MZUEFS 127) – Acratosaura mentalis 
– Feira de Santana (MZUEFS 003) – Micrablepharus maximiliani – 
Elíseo Medrado (MZUEFS 302) – Alexandresaurus camacan – São 
Sebastião do Passé (MZUEFS 358) – Dryadosaura nordestina – Mata de 
São João (MZUFBA 672) – Tropidurus hispidus – Feira de Santana 
(MZUEFS 167 – 170) – Camaçarí (MZUSP 100065) – (MZUESC 4919) – 
Tropidurus semitaeniatus – Santa Terezinha (MZUEFS 173 -75) – 
(MZUSP 96840) – Elíseo Medrado (MZUEFS 148) – Mata de São João 
(CHUNB 4242 – 43 – 4369) – Tropidurus hygomi – Jandaíra (MZUSP 
96843 – 44) – Mata de São João (MZUEFS 128) – (CHUNB 5181 – 91) – 
Tropidurus torquatus – Salvador (CHUNB 4041) – Strobilurus 
torquatus – São Sebastião do Passé (MZUEFS 268) – Coleodactylus 
meridionalis – Simões Filho (MZUEFS 130) – Elíseo Medrado – (MZUEFS 
264) – (MZUSP 96916) – Mata de São João (CHUNB 324 – 25) – 
Phyllopezus lutzae – Salvador (MZUEFS 137) – Lauro de Freitas (CHUNB 
525) – Gymnodactylus geckoides – Feira de Santana (MZUEFS 171 – 169 
– 2012) – Camaçarí (MZUSP 96911) – Mata de São João (CHUNB 316) – 

Gymnodactylus darwinii – Elíseo Medrado (MZUEFS 146 – 47) – Simões 
Filho (MZUEFS 136) – Salvador (MZUSP 100291 – 92) – Hemidactylus 
brasilianus – Mata de São João (MZUEFS 444) – Hemidactylus mabouia 
– Salvador (CHUNB 11154) – Phyllopezus pollicaris – Feira de Santana 
(MZUEFS 168) – Itatim (MZUEFS 140 – 43) – Lauro de Freitas (CHUNB 
8990) – Salvador (CHUNB 11166) – Polychrus marmoratus– Salvador 
(MZUSP 96868) – Polychrus acutirostris Feira de Santana (MZUEFS 149 
– 50) – Anolis punctatus – Santo Amaro (MZUEFS 426) – Mata de São 
João (MZUEFS 351) – Anolis ortonii – Salvador (MZUSP 100217 – 18) – 
Anolis fuscoauratus– Mata de São João (MZUEFS 138) – (CHUNB 11122) 
– Salvador (CHUNB 13536) – (MZUSP 100224 – 27) – Enyalius bibroni 
– Elíseo Medrado (MZUSP 100056 – 57) – Enyalius catenatus – Mata de 
São João (CHUNB 8183) – Amargosa (MZUESC 5584) – (MZUSP 96920) 
– Mabuya heathi Mata de São João (MZUEFS 270) – Mabuya 
macrorhyncha – São Sebastião do Passé (MZUEFS 269) – Ophiodes sp. 
– Lauro de Freitas (MZUEFS 115) – Dias D’Ávila (MZUEFS 423) – Terra 
Nova (MZUEFS 559) – São Francisco do Conde (CZGB 6950).
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