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Description of three new murici d Gastropods 

fro m the South-Western Pacific Ocean 

with comments on new geographical data 

by R o l a nd H O U A R T 

Abstract . — Description of Pterynotus richer! from Nova Seamount (305-320 m), Muricopsis spi-
culus from the Chesterfield-Bellona plateau (30-100 m) and Muricopsis (Murexsul) ianlochi from 
Taupo Seamount (154-164 m), all in the Coral Sea. The distribution area of six additional muricid 
species, so far known from South-East Asia, is now extended to the Coral Sea. 

Résumé. — Description de trois nouveaux Gastéropodes Muricidae du Sud-Ouest Pacifique, et 
nouvelles données de distribution. — Description de Pterynotus richeri du Seamount Nova (305-
320 m), Muricopsis spiculus du plateau Bellona-Chesterfield (30-100 m) et Muricopsis (Murexsul) ianlo-
chi du Seamount Taupo (154-164 m), en mer de Corail. L'aire de distribution de six autres espèces de 
Muricidae, connues de l'Asie du Sud-Est, est étendue à la mer de Corail. 

R . HOUART , St. Jobsstraat, 8, B-3330 Landen (Ezemaal) Belgium (Scientific Collaborator at the Institut Royal des 
Sciences Naturelles de Belgique). 

I N T R O D U C T I ON 

T he cen t ral p a rt of t he C o r al Sea be tween N ew C a l e d o n ia a nd Q u e e n s l a nd compr i ses 

several i s land a nd reef g r o u ps (Be l lona, Ches te r f ie ld, B a m p t o n) a nd s u b m e r g ed b a n k s, 

wh ich have so far been very sparse ly scient i f ical ly inves t iga ted. T he a rea has at least t wo 

e n d e m ic g a s t r o p o d s, t he vo lu tes Cymbiolacca thatcheri a nd Lyria grangeri, wh ich p r o b a b ly 

ref lect t he degree of i so la t ion of t he reef a reas f r om s u r r o u n d i ng l and masses. T he p r o t o-

c o n ch of at least o ne of t he t wo new species he re descr ibed f r om t he Chester f ie ld a rea ind i-

ca tes n o n - p l a n c t o n ic la rval d e v e l o p m e nt ; th is species cou ld a lso be a Chester f ie ld endem ic 

( the p r o t o c o n ch is u n k n o wn in t he o t h er species). 

I n 1 9 84 an exped i t i on, u n d er the d i rec t ion of D r . B. R I C H ER D E F O R G ES ( O R S T O M, 

N o u m e a ), on b o a rd of R. V . " Cor io l is " , samp led b e n t h os by d redg ing, t raw l ing a nd scuba 

d iv ing. A desc r ip t ion of t he cru ise a nd s ta t i on list was p resen ted by R I C H ER D E F O R G ES & 

P I A N E T ( 1 9 8 4 ). Th is r e p o rt con ta ins a list of mo l l uscs t a k en du r i ng the exped i t i on a nd was 

r e p r o d u c ed in G E R B A U LT ( 1 9 8 5) t oge ther w i t h a p o p u l ar a c c o u nt of t he cru ise. T he m a l a-

co log ical ma te r i al is n ow depos i t ed in M u s e um n a t i o n al d ' H i s t o i re na tu re l l e, P a r i s. 

A d d i t i o n al ma te r i al f rom the s a me a r ea in t he A u s t r a l i an M u s e u m, Sydney, revea led a 

new species of Murexsul as well as a geog raph i cal r ange ex tens ion for a recent ly descr ibed 

Chicoreus species w i t h Pterynotus-like a f f in i t ies. 

F or general re ferences to mur i c id desc r ip t i ons p r i or to 1 9 7 0, t he reader is re fer red to 

Y O K E S ( 1 9 7 1) a nd R A D W I N & D ' A T T I L I O ( 1 9 7 6 ). 
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I . D E S C R I P T I ON OF N E W TAX A 

Pterynotus (Pterynotus) richer i s p. n. 

(F ig. 1-1 A ) 

D E S C R I P T I ON 

Shell m e d i um sized for t he g e n u s, up to 31 m m h igh. A p e r t u re ova te, s l ight ly a n g u-

la te. C o l u m e l l ar l i p erect, a d h e r e nt a b o v e, s m o o th ; no a p p a r e nt a n al n o t c h. O u t er aper-

t u ral l i p erect a nd s m o o t h. I nner pa rt of ou ter l i p s m o o t h. 

Spire m o d e r a t e ly h igh, cons is t ing of 6 r o u n d ly e longa te pos tnuc lear w h o r l s. 

P r o t o c o n ch not k n o wn because of c o r r o s i o n. Su tu re impressed. 

B o dy w h o rl w i t h 3 s h a rp var ices, bea r i ng l ong, s l ight ly u p w a rd d i rec ted, p o i n t ed a nd 

w e b b ed ca r inal sp ines. Sho rt an te r i or var ical f lange. Sp ines g r o o v ed w i t h a n a r r ow o p en 

c h a n n e l, g iv ing ra ise to a r o u n d ed a nd s t rong c o rd on its b a c k s i d e. Th is c o rd ex tend on 

t he who r l s, bea r i ng the on ly ex is t ing sp i ral scu lp tu re of th is o the rw ise s m o o th species. N o 

ax ial scu lp tu re b ut f ine g r o w th s t r iae. 

S iphonal canal long to very long for the g e n us ; m o re t h an 1/2 of t he leng th of t he 

shell for o ne of t he p a r a t y p es ; o r n a m e n t ed w i t h a cut o p en sp ine on its pos te r i or p a rt ; 

n a r r o w ly o p en a nd very sl ight ly b e nt b a c k w a r d. 

Co lor g lossy wh i te except for t he sp ine channe ls of t he h o l o t y pe wh ich s h ow a l ight 

b r o wn co lo r. 

MATERIA L STUDIED : Holotype MNHN . 2 paratypes M N H N , Coral Sea, Nova Seamount, Chalcal 
1984, stn. D66, 22°26'40 S, 159°19'80 E , 320 m. 1 paratype HOUART coll. Coral Sea, Nova Sea-
mount, Chalcal 1984, stn. D63, 22° 11' S, 159°14'70 E , 305 m. 

TYPE LOCALITY (holotype) : Coral Sea, Nova Seamount, Chalcal 1984, stn. D66, 22°26'40 S, 
159°19'80 E , 320 m. 

ETYMOLOGY : Named for Dr. B . RICHER DE FORGES, Chief Scientist of the Chalcal cruise. 

D I S C U S S I ON 

A l t h o u gh closely re la ted to Pterynotus vespertilio ( K u r o d a, 1955) ( same g r o u p, w i t h 

long car inal sp ine), th is new species a lso resembles species be long ing to t he subgenus Ptero-

chelus J o u s s e a u m e, 1880, as it has an o p en channel on the car inal sp ine, b ut th is is m o re a 

super f ic ial r e s e m b l a n ce t h an a subgener ic cha rac te r. T he species re la ted to Pterochelus 

h a ve a we l l -deve loped a nd re lat ive ly deep m e d i an c h a n n el on the ven t ral su r face of t he car i-

nal w ing a nd have a s i phonal canal o r n a m e n t ed w i t h a p r o t u b e r a nt f r ond, c o n n e c t ed to t he 

var ical w ing. Pterynotus vespertilio a nd Pterynotus richeri have a re lat ively sha l low c h a n-

nel a nd a f rond less cana l, m u ch closer to Pterynotus s.s. Pterynotus vespertilio is heav ie r, 

has a m o re e l a b o r a te var ical f lange, 4 to 5 obso le te sp i ral c o r d s, sho r ter ca r inal sp ines a nd 

s iphonal c a n a l. M o r e o v e r, i t has 5 to 6 low dent ic les on t he inner s ide of o u t er a p e r t u r al 

l ip . 
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Pterynotus (Pterochelus) duffusi ( I reda le, 1936) has sho r ter ca r inal sp ines, a small 

in te rvar ical n o de a nd 2 spi ral co rds on b o dy w h o r l. T he shell is la rger w i t h w ider a p e r t u re 

a nd a c renu la te ou ter a p e r t u r al l ip . T he s iphonal canal is sho r ter wi t h a s h a rp f lange. 

A fossil f o r m, Pterynotus (Pterochelus) manubriatus (Ta te, 1888), m ay a lso be c o m-

p a r ed ( type ma te r i al e x a m i n e d ). T he first p o s t n u c l e ar w h o rl of P. manubriatus has 

5 var ices a nd on ly f rom the second w h o rl t he re a re 3 var ices, whi l e P. richeri sp. n. shows 

3 var ices f rom the first pos tnuc lear w h o r l. Pterynotus richeri is a lso m o re s lender, has a 

n a r r o w er a p e r t u r e, longer ca r inal sp ines, a nd a longer a nd n a r r o w er s i phonal cana l. 

Mur icops i s (Mur icopsis) spiculus sp. n. 

(F ig. 2 -2B) 

D E S C R I P T I ON 

Shell sma l l, he ight a p p r o x i m a t e ly 12 m m. A p e r t u re o v a te ; co lume l lar l i p d e t a c h e d, 

br ief ly a d h e r e nt pos te r io r ly ; it bea rs 1 or 2 small dent ic les on its an te r i or pa rt or is c o m p l e-

te ly s m o o t h. A n al n o t ch b r o a d. O u t er l i p s l ight ly erect a nd c renu la te w i t h 5 small e lon-

ga te dent ic les an te r io r l y. 

Spi re h igh, cons is t ing of 1 1/2 s t rong ly keeled larval who r ls a nd 5 angu la te pos tnuc lear 

w h o r l s. S u t u re app ressed, o b s c u r ed by n u m e r o us frill y l ame l lae. 

Body who rl w i t h 6 low m o d e r a t e ly s h a rp var ices o r n a m e n t ed w i t h n u m e r o us o p en spi-

ne le ts. I n s o me spec imens the car inal a nd 2 or 3 an te r i or sp inelets m ay be s o m e w h at lar-

ger. N o o t h er ax ial scu lp tu re. 

Spi ral scu lp tu re va r iab le, mos t ly cons is t ing of 11 to 13 small scaly co rds a nd t h r e a d s, 

connec t i ng the small sp inelets at t he var ices. W h en the var ical sp inelets a re l onge r, the sp i-

ral co rds connec t i ng these a re heav ier ; o ther spiral e lements a re t h en s o m e w h at 

obso le te. B o th f o rms have t he same p r o t o c o n ch a nd ap ical who r l s. I n t e rmed ia tes exist. 

S i p h o n al canal m o d e r a t e ly shor t, o p en a nd sl ight ly cu rved b a c k w a r d s, pos te r io r ly 

e q u i p p ed w i t h one sho rt o p en sp ine let. 

Co lor c r e am to l ight rose or d a rk p i n k, a p e r t u re of t he s a me co lo r. 

MATERIA L STUDIED : Holotype MNHN . 1 paratype MNHN , stn D15, 19°23'30 S, 158°38'60 E, 
65 m ; 3 paratypes M N H N , stn D26, 19°10'72 S, 158°34'95 E, 48 m ; 1 paratype M N H N stn D29, 
19°30'60 S, 158°31'10 E, 100 m ; 2 paratypes MNHN , stn D46, 20°52'26 S, 158°33'64 E, 65 m ; 
1 paratype stn D47, 20°50'85 S, 158°36'03 E, 70 m ; 1 paratype R. HOUART coll., stn D47, 1 paratype 
National Science Museum, Tokyo, NSMT-M064108, stn D47 ; 1 paratype National Museum New Zea-
land, MF47618, stn D47 ; 1 paratype Natal Museum, Pietermaritzburg, K1529/T3365, stn D50, 
21°04'40 S, 158°40'70 E, 70 m ; 1 paratype USNM, Washington, USNM 859078, stn D50 ; 1 paratype 
MNHN , stn D51, 21°13'21 S, 158°42'50 E, 55 m ; 1 paratype MNHN , stn D56, 21°24'40 S, 
159°08'80 E, 60 m ; 1 paratype MNHN , stn D57, 21°29'50 S, 159°16'40 E, 62 m ; 1 paratype Austra-
lian Museum, Sydney, C150O75, stn D59, 21°40'36 S, 159°21'29 E, 56 m ; 1 paratype MNHN , stn 
D61, 21°42'40 S, 159°29' E, 50 m. 

TYPE LOCALITY (holotype) : Coral Sea, Chesterfield-Bellona Plateau, Chalcal 1984, stn D24, 
19°10'78 S, 158°37'10 E, 30 m. 
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D I S C U S S I ON 

O n ly 2 species resemb le M. spiculus : Murex radula Hed ley, 1899, a mur i c id w i t h 

d o u b t f ul gener ic p l acement b ut genera l ly accep ted as a Muricopsis, has fide H E D L EY (1899 : 

459) a p r o t o c o n ch cons is t ing of 3 con ica l, g lossy a nd s m o o th who r ls a n d, t h u s, is p r o b a b ly 

n ot a Muricopsis. 

T he second species, Murex infans S m i t h, 1884 ( type mate r ial e x a m i n e d ), is on ly super f i-

cial ly s imi lar, be long ing to t he E r g a l a t a x i n a e, a sub fam i ly be ing s tud ied by D r . V O K E S ; i t is 

smal le r, has a sho r ter s i phonal canal a nd shows l i rae i n to t he a p e r t u re ins tead sha l low 

k n o b s. T he a p e r t u re is a lso m o re e longa te a nd the re a re no a p p a r e nt sp inelets on the 

var i ces. T he spi ral scu lp tu re is heav ier w i t h fewer c o r d s. 

Mur icops i s (Murexsul ) ianlochi sp. n. 

(F ig. 8-8 B) 

D E S C R I P T I ON 

Shell o v a te a nd sp iny, med ium-s i zed for t he s u b g e n u s, up to 37 mm in he igh t. A p e r-

t u re ova te, s o m e w h at a n g u l a t e. C o l u m e l l ar l i p s m o o th a nd w ide, comp le te ly erect ; no 

a p p a r e nt anal n o t c h. O u t er l i p i r regu lar ly c renu la ted, in te r ior s m o o t h. 

Spi re h igh a nd acu te, cons is t ing of 1 3 /4 sma ll a nd angu la te nuc lear who r ls and 6 to 

7 s o m e w h at angu la te pos tnuc lear w h o r l s. Su tu re sl ight ly app ressed. 

Body w h o rl w i t h 6 to 7 low var ices w i t h 2 to 4 l ong, u p w a rd p o i n t ed a nd o p en sp ines. 

C a r i n al sp ine longes t, fo l lowed by a sho r t er o n e, some t imes obso le te or to ta l ly miss ing ; 

th i rd sp ine s o m e w h at sho r ter t h an the car inal ; f o u r th a nd last sp ine va ry ing f r om small to 

m o d e r a t e ly l ong. 

Spi ral scu lp tu re cons is t ing of n u m e r o us s q u a m o us co rds a nd t h r e a ds of va r i ous size. 

S h o u l d er w i t h 3 to 4 small sp i ral t h r e a d s. Spi ral scu lp tu re of sp i re who r ls cons is t ing of 6 

t o 8 c o r d s. O n ly t he car inal sp ine is o b v i o us on t he ear ly w h o r l s. 

S i p h o n al canal m o d e r a t e ly sho r t, s l ight ly b e nt b a c k w a r d s, a l m o st w i t h o ut scu lp tu re 

except one spi ral c o r d, g iv ing r ise to a r ow of m o d e r a t e ly l ong a nd s t ra ight o p en sp ines. 

Co lor of t he shell a nd a p e r t u re un i f o rm ly wh i te. 

MATERIA L STUDIED : Holotype n° C139620, Australian Museum, Sydney. 2 paratypes n° C139620, 
AM S ; 1 paratype, M N H N . 

TYPE LOCALITY : Taupo Seamount, off New Castle, N.S.W., Australia, 7 Oct. 1982, 33°06' S, 
159°09' E , 154-164 m. R. V . " T a n g a r o a ", stn U212, coll. W. F . PONDER and R. SPRINGTHORPE. 
Only known from the type locality and from 2 other near by localities, in depths from 137 to 
164 meters. 

ETYMOLOGY : Named for Mr . Ian L O C H, collection manager, department of Malacology at the 
Australian Museum, Sydney, to whom I wish to express my thanks for his kindness and continuous 
valuable help. 
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D I S C U S S I ON 

T he p l a c e m e nt of t he new species in th is subgenus is ques t i onab le, b ut t he lack of soft 

p a r ts m a de it imposs ib le to s tudy the r a d u la a nd t h u s, to d e t e r m i ne if t he m u r i c o p s i ne s u b-

genus Murexsul is m o re a p p r o p r i a te t h an the m u r i c i ne Paziella J o u s s e a u m e, 1 8 8 0, or Atti-

liosa E m e r s o n, 1 9 6 8. 

I n fact, i t h as fea tures of t he t h r ee : t he r i bbed first w h o r l s, t he s q u a m o us o r n a m e n t a-

t i on a nd t he s m o o th a p e r t u re a re fea tures in c o m m on wi t h Murexsul, a l t h o u gh the t ype-

species of th is subgenus : Murex octogonus Q u oy a nd G a i m a r d, 1 8 3 3, has a s t r ia te inner 

s ide of t he o u t er l ip . 

T he general f o rm a nd t he s o m e w h at s q u a m o us spi ral co rds suggests a pos i t i on in t he 

m u r i c i ne Attiliosa. H o w e v e r, t he inner s ide of t he ou ter a p e r t u r al l i p of Attiliosa has 

s t r ong dent ic les or r ibs a nd it usua l ly h as a spineless a nd sho r ter s i phonal c a n a l. 

Paziella has a very s imi lar s h a pe w i t h a r ow of sp ines on the s i phonal canal in t he 

type-spec ies, Murex pazi C rosse, 1 8 6 9, b ut Paziella has s m o o th p o i n t ed sp ines, n ot squa-

m o us as in t he new species ; it has small dent ic les on t he inner s ide of o u t er l i p ; t he shell is 

a lmost s m o o t h, wi t h weak sp i ral scu lp tu re a nd the first who r ls s h ow small p o i n t ed f lange-

l ik e var ices, n ot r idges, as i n t he new species (E. H . V O K E S, in lift.). 

T he cho ice of t he subgenus Murexsul is based on the shell cha rac te rs b u t, of cou rse, 

la ter s tudy of t he r a d u la m ay con t rad i ct th is cho ice. O ne fossil species f r om the M i o c e ne 

of N ew Z e a l a nd s h o u ld be c o m p a r e d. Muricopsis (Murexsul) clifdenensis (F in lay, 1 9 3 0) 

d i f fers by hav ing po l ygy ra te p r o t o c o n c h, of at least th ree s m o o th con ical w h o r ls ( F I N L A Y , 

1 9 3 0) a nd is a s tou ter shell w i t h on ly s h o rt ca r inal sp ines. 

T h r ee species, o ne recent a nd t wo fossil f o r m s, ass igned to t he subgenus Paziella, a re 

s o m e w h at s imi lar in a p p a r e a n c e. 

Latiaxis sibogae S c h e p m a n, 1 9 1 1, recent ly ass igned to Poirieria (Paziella) ( H O U A R T, 

1 9 86 : 4 3 5) is superf ic ia l ly s imi lar to t he new spec ies, but is a b o ut ha lf t he size, w i t h t he 

s a me n u m b er of pos tnuc lear who r ls ; i t has ax ial lamel lae a nd a m o re impressed s u t u r e. 

T he absence of a ny new ma te r i al for P. (P.) sibogae s ince its desc r ip t i on m a de it imposs ib le 

t o s t udy soft p a r ts a nd t h u s, Paziella m ay be cons ide red as a ten ta t i ve subgenus for th is 

spec ies. Ce r ta in l y, i ts c lass i f icat ion as a Co ra l l i oph i l i dae seems very d o u b t f u l. K O S U GE & 

S U Z U KI ( 1 9 85 : p i . 1 7, f ig . 1 ; p i . 3 4, f ig . 9 ) i l lus t ra te u n d er th is n a me a recent ly f o u nd spe-

c i m e n, wh ich seems to be a la rger a nd m o re sp iny species of t r ue Co ra l l i oph i l i dae. 

Poirieria (Paziella) eyrei ( T e n i s o n - W o o d s, 1 8 7 7) has a tw ice as la rge b u l b o us p r o t o-

c o n c h, fewer sp i ral co rds on the ear ly who r ls a nd m o re regu lar a nd u n i f o rm sp i ral co rds on 

t he b o dy w h o r l. I t has on ly ca r inal sp ines, n o ne on the b o dy ; t he ax ial scu lp tu re is less 

p r o m i n e nt a nd r o u n d ed ; t he s i phonal canal is sp ine less. 

Poirieria (Paziella) legrandi ( J o h n s t o n, 1 8 8 0) has a p r o t o c o n ch of 1 1 / 2 r o u n d ed 

nuc lear who r ls a nd 5 p o s t n u c l e ar w h o r l s. I t has a b r o a d er shell w i t h on ly 4 equ i -s ized spi-

ral co rds on t he b o dy w h o rl a nd 2 on the ear ly who r ls ; it has no spi ral scu lp tu re on the 

shou lder a nd an a lmost spineless s i phonal cana l. 
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I I . N E W G E O G R A P H I C AL D A T A 

Chicoreus (Chicoreus) nobilis S h i k a m a, 1977 

(F ig. 3) 

Chicoreus nobilis Shikama, 1977 : 14, pi. 2, figs. 9a, b ; pi. 5, fig. 1. 

MATERIA L : Coral Sea, Chalcal 1984, stn CP2, 20°31'50 S, 161°06'45 E, 88 m ; stn D2, 
21°14'41 S, 162°16'27 E , 80-120 m ; stn D9, 20°44'50 S, 16F02' E , 75 m ; stn D17, 19°11'90 S, 
158°55'80 E , 44 m ; stn D19, 19°06'73 S, 158°41'75 E , 60 m ; stn D40, 20°31'70 S, 158°50'90 E , 
65 m ; stn D50, 21°04'40 S, 158°40'70 E , 70 m ; stn D52, 21°13'40 S, 158°49'20 E , 69 m ; stn D62, 
21°46'60 S, 159°30'70 E , 40 m. — 9 specimens of which 5 live taken (all M N H N ) . 

Th is species was til l n ow on ly k n o wn f rom the Ph i l i pp ine I s l ands. 

Chicoreus (Chicomurex) laciniatus (Sowerby, 1841) 

(Fig. 4) 

MATERIA L : Coral Sea, Chalcal 1984, stn CP1, 21°45'80 S, 161°02'50 E , 70 m ; stn CP13, 
20°50'96 S, 158°36'62 E , 70 m ; stn D40 ; stn D55, 21°23'90 S, 158°59'60 E , 55 m. — 5 specimens of 
which 3 live taken (all M N H N ) . 

T he s o m e w h at m o re e longa te sp i re, t he d i f ferent co lor of shell a nd a p e r t u re cou ld lead 

to a mis iden t i f i ca t ion b ut e x a m i n a t i on of va r i ous ma te r i al con f i rmed Chicoreus laciniatus as 

a w ide -sp read a nd var iab le species. 

I h a ve h ad t he o p p o r t u n i ty to e x a m i ne spec imens f rom o ff Q u e e n s l a n d, A u s t r a l ia a nd 

even t h o u g h, l ik e th is o n e, they di f fer s o m e w h at f rom the typ ical f o rm found in t he Ph i l i p-

p ines, t he p r o t o c o n c h, first w h o r l s, ax ial a nd spi ral scu lp tu re a re the s a m e. 

T he spec imen he re i l lus t ra ted is wh i te w i t h s o me pa le b r o wn t races, t he co lume l la is 

d a rk p i nk. 

Pterynotus (Pterynotus) aparrii D ' A t t i l i o a nd Ber tsch, 1980 

(F ig. 5) 

Pterynotus aparrii D'Att i l i o and Bertsch, 1980 : 172, fig. 2. 

MATERIA L : Coral Sea, Fairway Reef, Chalcal 1984, stn D2, 21°14' S, 162°16' E, 80-120 m, 1 
shell ( M N H N ) . 

Descr ibed f rom the Ph i l i pp i ne I s l ands, C e b u. Th is rep resen ts an ex tens ion of r a n g e. 

T he on ly spec imen f o u nd is pa le o r a n ge w i t h pa le p ink a p e r t u r e, typ ical for t he species. 

(?) Pterynotus (Pterynotus) martinetana ( R o d i n g, 1798) 

(Fig. 6) 

MATERIA L : Coral Sea, Chesterfield-Bellona Plateau, Chalcal 1984, stn D51, 21°13' S, 158°43' E , 
55 m, 1 shell ( M N H N ) . 
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Th is wide ly d i s t r i bu ted species is k n o wn f rom the Red Sea to the Ph i l i pp ines a nd has 

n ot been r e p o r t ed f r om th is a r ea p rev ious ly. 

Favartia (Murexiella) leonae D ' A t t i l i o a nd M y e r s, 1985 

(F ig. 7) 

Favartia (Murexiella) leonae D'Att i l i o and Myers, 1985 : 60, figs. 7-11. 

MATERIA L : Coral Sea, Fairway Reef, Chalcal 1984, stn D2, 21° 14' S, 162° 16' E , 80-120 m, 
1 shell (MNHN) . 

Desc r ibed f r om O k i n a wa I s lands, J a p an a nd Bohol S t ra i t s, Ph i l i pp ine I s l ands. T he 

C o r al Sea is n ow a d d ed to its geog raph i cal d i s t r i bu t i on. 

Chicoreus (Chicoreus) orchidiflorus ( S h i k a m a, 1973) 

(F ig. 9-9B) 

Pterynotus orchidiflorus Shikama, 1973 : 5, pi. 2, figs. 7, 8. 

MATERIA L : Off New Caledonia, 20°16' S, 169°51' E , 85-100 m, dredged 12 May 1971, HMA S 
" K i m b l a " , stn K4.71.9, coll. P. H. COLMAN and J. PAXTON, 2 shells (AMS). 

A f te r t he d iscovery of a single spec imen f rom T u b u ai I s land ( H O U A R T, 1986 : 429, 

p i . 4, f ig . 15) it is not surp r i s ing to f ind th is species occu r ing a lso off N ew C a l e d o n i a. T he 

shel ls were d redged d e ad at a p p r o x i m a t e ly 100 me te rs d e p t h, b ut th is species is c a u g ht in 

tang le ne ts, f rom deep wa ter in t he Ph i l i pp ine Is lands ( L E E H M A N , 1980 : 11) a nd the 

T u b u ai spec imen was d r e d g ed al ive, f rom 150 me te rs d e p t h. T he r o u n d ed a nd m o re f rond-

less var ices m a ke it l ook s o m e w h at d i f ferent f rom the typ ical f o r m. P r o t o c o n c h, ax ial a nd 

sp i ral scu lp tu re, a p e r t u re a nd o r n a m e n t a t i on of s i phonal canal a re t he s a me for b o th 

f o r m s. I t is he re i l lus t ra ted wi t h a spec imen f rom the Ph i l i pp ines for c o m p a r i s o n. 

O t h er mur i c ids d redged f r om the Ches te r f ie ld -Be l lona P l a t e au were not unexpec ted in 

t hat reg ion a nd inc lude : Murex (Haustellum) haustellum L i n n é, 1758 ; Chicoreus (Chico-

reus) banksii (Sowerby, 1841) ; Chicoreus (Chicoreus) microphyllus ( L a m a r c k, 1816) ; Chi-

coreus (Chicoreus) ramosus ( L i nné, 1758) ; Favartia (Favartia) garrettii (Pease, 1868) a nd 

Vitularia miliaris (Gme l i n, 1791). 

O ne a d d i t i o n al Chicoreus species a nd one p r e s u m ed Muricodrupa species a re requ i r i ng 

fu r ther s t udy by the a u t h o r. E r g a l a t a x i n ae a re be ing s tud ied separa te ly by D r . V O K E S 

(Tu lane Un ivers i t y ). 

Acknowledgements 

My thanks go to Dr. Ph. BOUCHET (MNHN , Paris) and to Dr. W . F. PONDER (Australian 
Museum, Sydney) who both gave me the opportunity to study this material, and to Dr. E . H. VOKES 
(Tulane University) for her very useful and welcome advice and for reading the manuscript. I am 
also very grateful to Dr. N. PLEDGE (South Australian Museum, Adelaide) who was of very great help 
in sending me TATE'S type material on loan, and to Ms. K. W A Y (British Museum, Natural History) 
for the loan of the type of Murex infans Smith, 1884. 



— 764 — 

REFERENCES 

D ' A T T I L I O , A . , & H . BERTSCH, 1 9 8 0. — Four species of Pterynotus and Favartia (Moll . Gastr. Muri -
cidae) from the Philippine islands. Trans. S. Diego Soc. nat. Hist. : 1 6 9 - 1 7 9. 

D ' A T T I L I O , A . , & B. W. MYERS, 1 9 8 5. — Two new species of Favartia from the West Pacific Ocean 
(Gastr. : Muricidae). The Nautilus, 99 ( 2 - 3) : 5 8 - 6 1. 

FINLAY , H . J ., 1 9 3 0. — New Shells from New Zealand Tertiary beds, pt. 3. Trans. Proc. N. Z. Inst., 
61 : 4 9 - 8 4, pis. 1-6. 

GERBAULT, A . , 1 9 8 5. — Chalcal 1 9 84 aux îles Chesterfield du 12 au 3 0 juillet 8 4. Rossiniana, 26 : 
9 - 1 0. 

HEDLEY, C , 1 8 9 9. — The Mollusca of Funafuti, pt. 1, Gastropoda. Mem. Aust. Mus., 3 : 3 9 7 - 4 8 8. 

H O U A R T, R., 1 9 8 6. — Mollusca : Gastropoda : Notewhorty Muricidae from the Pacific Ocean, with 
description of seven new species, in : Résultats des Campagnes MUSORSTOM I & II . Philip-
pines ( 1 9 7 6, 1 9 8 0 ). Mém. Mus. natn. Hist, nat., Paris, 133 : 4 2 7 - 4 5 5, pi. 1-5 (issued 31 March 
1 9 8 6 ). 

KOSUGE, S., & M . SUZUKI, 1 9 8 5. — Illustrated catalogue of Latiaxis and its related groups. Family 
Coralliophilidae. Institute of Malacology, Tokyo, Special publication n° 1 : 1 -83, pis. 1-50. 

LEEHMAN , E. G., 1 9 8 0. — From Philippine Bottom Nets. Hawaii. Shell News, 28 ( 1 0) : 1 1. 

R A D W I N , G. E., & A . D ' A T T I L I O , 1 9 7 6. — Murex shells of the World, an illustrated Guide to the 
Muricidae. Stanford, 2 84 p ., 32 pis. 

RICHER DE FORGES, B., & R. PIANET, 1 9 8 4. — Résultats préliminaires de la Campagne Chalcal à 

bord du N. O. « Coriolis » ( 1 2 - 31 juillet 1 9 8 4 ). Rapports Scientifiques et Techniques n° 3 2. 
ORSTOM, Centre de Nouméa. 

SHIKAMA , T., 1 9 7 3. — Description of new marine Gastropoda from the East and South China seas. 
Scient. Rep. Yokohama nat. Univ., Sect. I I , 20 : 1-8, pis. 1-2, 2 text figs. 

— 1 9 7 7. — Descriptions of new and notewhorty Gastropoda from Western Pacific and Indian 
Oceans. Scient. Rep. Yokohama nat. Univ., Sect. II , 24 : 9 - 2 3, pis. 1-5, 1 text fig. 

VOKES, E. H . , 1 9 7 1. — Catalogue of the genus Murex Linné (Mollusca : Gastropoda) Muricinae, 
Ocenebrinae. Bull. Am. Paleont., 61 ( 2 6 8) : 1 - 1 4 1. 

FIG . 1-5. 

1-1A. — Pterynotus (Pterynotus) richeri sp. n., holotype, 28 x 25 mm. 
2-2B. — Muricopsis (Muricopsis) spicuius sp. n. : 2, holotype, 11 x 6.5 mm ; 2A, paratype MNHN , 11.9 x 

6 mm ; 2B, protoconch. x 26. 
3. — Chicoreus (Chicoreus) nobilis, Fairway Reef, 30.5 x 17.5 mm. 
4. — Chicoreus (Chicomurex) laciniatus, Chesterfield-Bellona Plateau, 38.5 x 22.2 mm. 
5. — Pterynotus aparrii. Fairway Reef, 20.6 x 12.5 mm. 
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FIG. 6-9B 

6. — Pterynotus martinetana, Chesterfield-Bellona Plateau, 18.6 x 12.7 mm. 
7. — Favartia (Murexietla) leonae, Fairway Reef, 15 x 11.5 mm. 
8-8B. — Muricopsis (Murexsul) ianlochi sp. n. : 8, holotype AMS, 36.1 x 24 mm ; 8A, paratype AMS, 29.1 x 

18.9 mm ; 8B, protoconch. x 26. 
9-9B. — Chicoreus (Chicoreus) orchidiflorus : 9, Philippin e Islands, R. HOUAR T coll., 39.1 x 26 mm ; 9A, off 

New Caledonia, AM S C147586, 24 x 11.8 mm ; 9B, protoconch of 9A. x 24. 




