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Conta pectinata, a new erethistid catfish
(Teleostei: Erethistidae)
from northeast India

Heok Hee Ng*

Conta pectinata, new species, is described from the Brahmaputra River drainage in Assam, India. It differs from
its sole congener, C. conta, in having anteriorly-directed [vs. antrorse (distally directed)] serrations on the ante-
rior edge of the pectoral spine, and a longer (24.6-25.6 % SL vs. 21.9-23.4) and more slender (2.6-2.8 % SL vs.

3.9-4.4) caudal peduncle.

Introduction

The family Erethistidae is a small group of cat-
fishes found on the Indian subcontinent eastwards
to western Thailand and northern Malay Penin-
sula. Many of its members are small, cryptically
colored fishes with tuberculate skin. The genus
Conta is easily distinguished from its congeners
in having an elongate body, and the presence of
a slender thoracic adhesive apparatus, and has
been considered monotypic [C. conta (Hamilton,
1822)] to date.

While comparing material identified as C. con-
ta from the Ganges and the middle Brahmaputra
River drainages for a phylogenetic study of the
Erethistidae, differences were observed which
suggested that the Brahmaputra River material
belong to an undescribed species, which is de-
scribed below.

Material and methods

Measurements were made point to point with
dial calipers and data recorded to 0.1 mm. Counts
and measurements were made on the left side of
specimens whenever possible. Subunits of the
head are presented as proportions of head length
(HL). Head length and measurements of body
parts are given as proportions of standard length
(SL). Measurements follow Ng (2003). Material
examined in this study is deposited in the follow-
ing institutions: UMMZ, University of Michigan
Museum of Zoology, Ann Arbor; and the ZRC,
Zoological Reference Collection, Raffles Museum
of Biodiversity Research, Department of Biologi-
cal Sciences, National University of Singapore.
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