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Pelasgus, a new genus name 
for the Balkan species of Pseudophoxinus 

(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Maurice Kottelat* and Jörg Freyhof**

Pelasgus, new genus, is established for the small cyprinids of the Balkan Peninsula earlier placed in Pseudophoxi-
nus. The type species is P. laconicus. Pelasgus is diagnosed by the modified pectoral fin of the male and the genital 
papilla not enlarged in female. 
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Introduction

A variety of cyprinid species of small size from 
southeastern Europe, southwestern Asia and 
North Africa have been placed in the genera 
Phoxinellus and Pseudophoxinus (Bogutskaya, 1992, 
1997; Bogutskaya & Zupancic, 2003). While Phoxi-
nellus turned out to be an artificial assemblage of 
small cyprinids with reduced scales whose inter-
relationships have been worked out recently 
(Freyhof et al., 2006), Pseudophoxinus is still unre-
vised, mostly because several species occur in 
areas of the Near East and North Africa where 
fieldwork is presently difficult or impossible. The 
recent molecular study on some Anatolian Pseu-
dophoxinus by Hrbek et al. (2004) already indicates 
that at least one species, P. egridiri, is not related 
to the other Anatolian Pseudophoxinus. 

 Kottelat & Barbieri (2004) tentatively retained 
the Balkan species in Pseudophoxinus. They de-
scribed, however, a uniquely modified pectoral 
fin in the male (Fig. 1), a character not reported 
in the Turkish species. Although they indirectly 
suggested that the Balkan species could represent 
a distinct lineage, in the absence of information 
on the Syrian and Turkish species they decided 
to follow the usage of the time.
 Material of the type species of Pseudophoxinus 
could now be studied as well as data on other 
species, and a number of species of Pseudophoxi-
nus sensu lato have been examined with molecu-
lar techniques, yielding information on the inter-
relationships within this ‘genus’ (Zardoya & 
Doadrio, 1999; Hrbek et ak., 2004; Freyhof et al., 
2006). The purpose of the present note is to es-
tablish a formal name for the species of ‘Pseudo-
phoxinus’ from the southern Balkan Peninsula.
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