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Alburnus vistonicus, a new species of shemaya 
from eastern Greece, with remarks 

on Chalcalburnus chalcoides macedonicus from Lake Volvi 
(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Jörg Freyhof* and Maurice Kottelat** 

Alburnus vistonicus, new species, from Lake Vistonis drainage, Greece, is distinguished from other Aegean species 
of Alburnus by gill raker and scale counts. A new replacement name (A. volviticus) is proposed for Chalcalburnus 
chalcoides macedonicus Stephanidis, 1971 from Lake Volvi (Greece), a junior secondary homonym of A. macedonicus 
Karaman, 1928. 
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Introduction

Thirty-eight species are presently recognised in 
the European and Western Asian genus Alburnus 
(Bogutskaya, 1997; Bogutskaya et al., 2000; Frey-
hof & Kottelat, 2007; Kottelat & Freyhof, 2007; 
Özulug & Freyhof, 2007). As expected in such a 
large genus, there are groups of species more 
similar and maybe more closely related to each 
other. 
 The species, subspecies and forms often 
synonymised with A. chalcoides form one such 
species group called shemayas; they are clearly 
distinguished from other Alburnus species (see 
Kottelat & Freyhof, 2007, for details); shemaya is 
a common name in Russian language used as an 
English name for theses fishes already by Berg 
(1949) and Maitland (2000). Within shemayas, 

there is a group of large growing species, the 
A. mento species group (A. danubicus, A. mento, 
A. leobergi and A. sarmaticus), restricted to the 
Black and Azov Sea basin (Freyhof & Kottelat, 
2007). In the Aegean, Marmara, Black and Caspian 
Sea basins, there are 10 additional valid species 
(A. chalcoides, A. carinatus, A. derjugini, A. istanbul-
ensis, A. mandrensis, A. mentoides, A. nicaeensis, 
A. schischkovi and two species from Greece de-
scribed here). All European Alburnus species are 
diagnosed in Kottelat & Freyhof (2007) and she-
mayas occurring in Anatolian part of Turkey 
(A. carinatus, A. derjugini, A. istanbulensis, A. nicae-
ensis and two additional undescribed species) are 
discussed by Özulug & Freyhof (2007). 
 The aim of this study is to formally describe 
one additional species in the A. chalcoides group 
from Lake Vistonis drainage in the northern 
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