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Batasio procerus, a new species of catfish
from northern Myanmar
(Siluriformes: Bagridae)

Heok Hee Ng*

Batasio procerus, new species, is described from the Irrawaddy River drainage in northern Myanmar. It is distin-
guished from congeners in having a unique combination of the following characters: 41-43 vertebrae, adult color
pattern consisting solely of a dark brown oblique predorsal bar, steeply convex dorsal profile of the snout, length
of adipose-fin base 22.6-25.8 % SL, and caudal peduncle length 18.2-21.1 % SL.

Introduction

Members of the genus Batasio are small, laterally
compressed bagrid catfishes generally found in
fast-flowing hillstreams and larger rivers through-
out South and mainland Southeast Asia, and
diagnosed from other members of the Bagridae
in possessing large sensory pores on the head,
narrow mental region, a pair of prominent pos-
terior processes on the anterior part of the vomer,
transversely elongated, bar-like entopterygoid,
and the close contact of the metapterygoid with
the quadrate (Mo, 1991). Recent studies (e.g. Ng
& Kottelat, 2007) have recognized fifteen valid
species of Batasio: B. batasio, B. tengana, B. affinis,
B. fluviatilis, B. dayi, B. merianiensis, B. travancoria,
B. pakistanicus, B. tigrinus, B. elongatus, B. sharava-
tiensis, B. macronotus, B. fasciolatus, B. spilurus, and
B. feruminatus.

*

My examination of catfishes from northern
Myanmar deposited in the Swedish Museum of
Natural History (NRM) revealed a species of
Batasio, which on comparison with other known
species was found to be undescribed. The descrip-
tion of this material as Batasio procerus new species
is provided below.

Material and methods

Measurements were made point-to-point with
dial calipers and recorded to 0.1 mm. All meas-
urements and counts follow Ng & Kottelat (2001).
Asterisks after meristic data indicate value for
holotype. Institutional codes follow Eschmeyer
(1998).
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