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Pangio longimanus, a miniature species of eel-loach 
from Central Laos 

(Teleostei: Cypriniformes: Cobitidae)

Ralf Britz* and Maurice Kottelat**

Pangio longimanus, a new species of eel-loach is described from Laos. It is distinguished from other congeners by 
the extremely elongated pectoral fins in male and its miniature size (adult size less than 23 mm SL).
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Introduction

The genus Pangio comprises small, eel-like cyprini-
forms distributed in India and most of Indochina 
(Kottelat & Lim, 1993). While the Pangio species 
of the Sunda islands have received a resonable 
amount of attention through the papers by Burr-
idge (1992), Kottelat & Lim (1993), Tan & Kottelat 
(2009) and Hadiaty & Kottelat (2009) those of 
mainland Southeast Asia are still awaiting a 
critical revision. A recent account of the Pangio 
from Myanmar (Britz & Maclaine, 2007) revealed 
a number of new species and the same can be 
anticipated from countries like Thailand, Cam-
bodia, and Laos.
 While checking material of plain coloured 
Pangio from Central Laos, we noticed that three 
small specimens, which we first mistook for ju-
veniles of another species, differed in colour 
pattern and appearance. One of them proved to 
be a sexually mature male as evidenced by the 

enlarged and modified second ray of the pectoral 
fin (see Burridge, 1992). This contribution serves 
to describe this new and miniature species of 
Pangio, which is the smallest in the genus.

Material and methods

Methods for counts and measurements follow 
Kottelat & Lim (1993). Standard length (SL), 
predorsal, and prepelvic length were measured 
with digital callipers to the nearest 0.1 mm. All 
other measurements were made with an ocular 
micrometer fitted to a stereomicroscope because 
of the small size of the specimens. Vertebral 
numbers were counted from radiographs. Fin ray 
counts for unpaired fins were also obtained from 
radiographs, those of paired fins from alcohol 
specimens under transmitted light. The last rays 
of the dorsal and anal fins are often referred to 
as ‘split to the base’, as e. g. in Kottelat & Lim 
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