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Indonesian Primate Profile

Presbytis comata

Common Names: English: the javan surili, grizzled leaf monkey; Indonesia: surili, rekrekan
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Figure 1 The javan surili (Presbytis comata) (source: Iskandar 2005)

The javan surili (Presbytis comata), is
one of the endemic Javanese primates whose
distribution is limited to rain forests in the west
to the middle of Java Island (Nijman 1997).
People on the slopes of Mount Merbabu know
this primate as a rekrekan, as in other areas in
Central Java. Until now, there are differences
of opinion regarding the taxonomy of this
endemic primate. Nijman (1997) considers that
all types of surili on Java Island are one species
of P. comata. Meanwhile, Brandon-Jones et al.
(2004) separated surili species in the central part
of Java as their own species, P. fredericae. Roos
et al. (2014) state that there are two subspecies
of Lutung Surili namely P. ¢. comata in western
Java and P. c. fredericae in central Java.

The existence of Lutung Surili in
Central Java is limited to certain locations in
mountain forests, namely in Mount Sindoro and
Sumbing, Mount Slamet, Dieng Mountains, and
Mount Merbabu (Nijman 1997; Supriatna dan
Wahyono 2000; Setiawan et al. 2010; Haryoso
2011; Fithria 2012; Syarifah 2013).

The javan surili mostly consumes leaves,
however, it will also consume flowers, fruits,
and seeds (Meijaard dan Groves 2004). This
species appears to be more folivorous than
any other member of the genus Presbytis, with
over 62% of its overall diet composed of young
leaves and 6% of mature leaves (Bennett dan
Davies 1994).

This species is currently listed on the
IUCN red list of endangered species because
of habitat loss due to human activity. It is

estimated that fewer than 1,000 exist today in
their natural habitat and only 4% of their natural
habitat remains. Most of the loss of its original
habitat is due to the clearing of the rainforests
in Indonesia. Only 4% of its original habitat
remains and the population has decreased by
at least 50% in the last ten years (Nijman dan
Richardson 2008).
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