
IN MEMORIAM

NEIL A. HARRIMAN
1938–2018

Editor’s Note: Neil A. Harriman served as the editor of The Michigan Botanist
(now called The Great Lakes Botanist) from 1998 to 2005. We are pleased to
publish this memorial by one of his students, Thomas L. Eddy.
Neil Arthur Harriman, teacher and scientist, died at home on December 7,

2018 after a rather lengthy decline in his
health.
Neil A. Harriman was born on August 1,

1938 in St. Louis, Missouri, the only son of
Ruth and John Harriman. He grew up in St.
Louis along with his older sister, Ruth. Neil
received his Bachelor of Arts from Col-
orado College, Colorado Springs, Col-
orado, in 1960, followed by a Doctor of
Philosophy in Biology from Vanderbilt
University in Nashville, Tennessee, in Jan-
uary 1965. 
While at Vanderbilt, Neil met Bettie

Ralph, and they were married on July 13,
1963. Together, they moved to Oshkosh,
Wisconsin, in September 1964 when Neil
joined the Biology Department faculty at
University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh (UWO),
primarily to teach botany classes and con-
duct research in plant taxonomy. Neil re-
mained at UWO until his retirement in May
1998.
Neil was a dedicated teacher and found

great satisfaction, not only in teaching
plant taxonomy, but also in assisting stu-

dents to become critical thinkers and life-long learners. His research work of col-
lecting, identifying, and conserving plants was paramount and was a pleasure to
him. When Neil arrived on campus in 1964, the herbarium facility in Halsey Sci-
ence Center was scarcely more than a room with cabinets waiting to be filled
with dried, identified, and properly labeled plants arranged in a systematic fash-
ion. Today the herbarium houses almost 125,000 specimens from around the
world, including over seventy type specimens. Following Neil’s retirement, the
university named the herbarium in his honor. The Neil A. Harriman Herbarium
contains not only plant specimens, but also Neil’s extensive personal botanical li-
brary as well.
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The author (left) with Neil A. Harriman at-
tending the Ripon College sesquicentennial
commencement in 2001. Photo credit:
Linda C. Eddy.



Neil belonged to numerous botanical societies during his career, including the
American Society of Plant Taxonomists, for which he served a three-year term as
Secretary and Program Chairman, and the International Association for Plant
Taxonomy. His combined love of plants and language ensured updated and cor-
rect nomenclatural changes that were regularly reported.
Neil also served as Editor of The Michigan Botanist for many years, and as a

reviewer and author for the Flora of North America project. During his profes-
sional career, Neil’s contributions to botany included numerous published scien-
tific papers in the journals of these societies. In addition, his colleagues have
named three species in his honor: Flyriella harrimanii R. M. King & H. Rob.,
Lundellianthus harrimanii Strother, and Phyllanthus harrimanii G. L. Webster.
During his 34 years as a member of the UWO faculty, Neil received a number

of awards and recognitions. He was awarded the Citation as an Outstanding
Teacher for the school year 1973–74. In May 1986, Neil was named a John Mc-
Naughton Rosebush University Professor for Excellence in Teaching and Profes-
sional Achievement. In 1993 he received the UWO Endowment for Excellence–
The TRISS Endowed Professorship. Upon his retirement in 1998, Neil was
named Professor Emeritus of Biology and Microbiology at UWO by the Board
of Regents, whereupon he continued to work in the herbarium as long as his
health allowed.
Neil’s joy of editing the written word extended beyond botany, as did his will-

ingness to help out when needed. During his retirement, Neil joined his wife Bet-
tie as co-editors of the quarterly journal, The Passenger Pigeon, of the Wiscon-
sin Society for Ornithology from 2003 to 2014. He also contributed his editing
skills to the production of the Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Wisconsin, a 600-
page book published by the Wisconsin Society for Ornithology in 2006. Perhaps
most importantly, he served for eight years as editor of The Michigan Botanist.
Whether as an editor, teacher or scientist, Neil was a stickler for minutiae and
doing it correctly the first time—his work ethic was impeccable.
Forty years ago, as a young graduate candidate at the University of Wisconsin-

Oshkosh, I was encouraged by Neil to conduct a systematic study of the vascu-
lar flora of Green Lake County, an under-collected area of the state. My thesis re-
search and continuous association with Neil resulted in a profound change in my
life trajectory, both personally and professionally.
Apart from our independent plant collecting, Neil and I participated in nu-

merous botanical outings organized by the Botanical Club of Wisconsin. Neil’s
taxonomic knowledge was encyclopedic. He exercised a superlative command of
language and proper use of grammar. Whether in lecture or private conversation,
he could turn what first appeared to be a collection of unrelated facts into a co-
herent, relevant lesson, frequently accompanied by humorous observations.
Neil was an unpretentious and modest person, preferring not to draw attention

to himself. In 2009, the herbarium that Neil founded in 1964 was dedicated in his
honor: the Neil A. Harriman Herbarium. While such an honor might induce one
to grandstand, Neil avoided the opportunity entirely at this ceremonious tribute.
In fact, it is fair to say that Neil would disapprove of this memoriam and the ac-
companying accolades.
The natural world was held in reverence by Neil. Whether botanizing a nat-
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ural area, roadside right-of-way, or a parking lot, his eye was trained on the
ground. Besides collecting new plant records, Neil regularly collected and prop-
erly disposed of other people’s litter.
Neil gifted generously to his local animal shelter. He held a tender spot for

cats and dogs waiting to be adopted. On numerous occasions I witnessed a sim-
ilar mindfulness in Neil toward other peoples’ lives whose unfortunate circum-
stances were less than ideal. He was generous and big-hearted, contributing to
the common good. For all this, I owe Neil a debt of gratitude for his mentorship
and unflagging friendship.
Rest in peace Neil A. Harriman, and to borrow a phrase from him when part-

ing: Thank you for the pleasure of your company.

——Thomas L. Eddy
426 Walker Avenue

Green Lake, WI 54941

APPENDIX
RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS OF NEIL A. HARRIMAN

Neil did not keep a record of his publications. The following list has been compiled by the author
and the editor from available sources and is likely incomplete. Not listed here are a large number of
book reviews, primarily in the journals Economic Botany and The Michigan Botanist.

Harriman, N. A. and J. F. McCormick. (1963). A new base number in the genus Arenaria (Caryophyl-
laceae). Bulletin of the Torrey Botanical Club 90: 148–149.

Harriman, N. A. (1965). The genus Dentaria (Cruciferae) in eastern North America. Unpublished
PhD dissertation, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee.

Harriman, N. A. (1969). Magnolia tripetala L. and Aralia spinosa L. in St. Louis County, Missouri.
Rhodora 71: 478–479.

Harriman, N. A. (1970). A range extension for Odontites serotina (Lam.) Dum. (Scrophulariaceae).
Rhodora 72: 286–286.

Harriman, N. A. (1971). Records on the flora of Wisconsin. Rhodora 73: 60–61.
Harriman, N. A. (1972). Records on the flora of Wisconsin. Rhodora 74: 156–157.
Harriman, N. A. (1974). Pimpinella saxifraga L. (Umbelliferae) in Wisconsin. Rhodora 76: 483–483.
Harriman, N. A. (1975). Geranium sibiricum L. (Geraniaceae) in Wisconsin. Rhodora 77: 162–162.
Harriman, N. A., & Redmond, D. (1976). Somatic chromosome numbers for some North American
species of Juncus L. Rhodora 78: 727–738.

Harriman, N. A. (1978). Chromosome numbers of Aster ericoides L. and Aster pilosusWilld. (Com-
positae). SIDA, Contributions to Botany 7: 396–396.

Harriman, N. A. (1979). Four additions to the Wisconsin flora. The Michigan Botanist 18: 143–145.
Harriman, N. A. (1980). Leontodon and Hypochaeris (Compositae) in Wisconsin. The Michigan
Botanist 19: 93–95.

Harriman, N. A. (1981). A generic index to the IDC microfiche (# 6211) of the Michaux Herbarium,
arranged according to the alphabetical generic index of Michaux’s Flora Boreali-Americana, fac-
simile of the 1803 edition with many added generic names. Department of Biology, University of
Wisconsin-Oshkosh.

Jansen, R. K., N. A Harriman and L. E. Urbatsch. (1982). Squamopappus gen. nov. and redefinition
of Podachaenium (Compositae: Heliantheae). Systematic Botany 7: 476–483.

Harriman, N. A. (1983). Application of the names Aerbesina mollis and Verbesina sericea (Com-
positae: Heliantheae). SIDA, Contributions to Botany 10: 24–29.
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Harriman, N. A. (1983). Newly adventive grasses in the flora of Trinidad. SIDA, Contributions to
Botany 10: 85–87.

DeVore, M., and N. A. Harriman. (1987). Juncus exilis Osterhout (Juncaceae), An overlooked syn-
onym of J. confusus coville. SIDA, Contributions to Botany 12: 243–243.

Harriman, N. A. (1989). Aldama mesoamericana (Asteraceae: Heliantheae), a new species from
Nicaragua. Systematic Botany 14: 580–582.

Harriman, N. A. (1991). Basellaceae. Pp. 1–2 in A revised handbook to the flora of Ceylon. Vol. VII.
M. D. Dassanayake and F. R. Fosberg, editors. A. A. Balkema, Rotterdam, The Netherlands.

Harriman, N. A. (1991). Flagellariaceae. Pp. 382–383 in A revised handbook to the flora of Ceylon.
Vol. VII. M. D. Dassanayake and F. R. Fosberg, editors. A. A. Balkema, Rotterdam, The Nether-
lands.

Harriman, N. A. (1991). Hydrophyllaceae. Pp. 384–386 in A revised handbook to the flora of Cey-
lon. Vol. VII. M. D. Dassanayake and F. R. Fosberg, editors. A. A. Balkema, Rotterdam, The
Netherlands.

Harriman, N. A. (1991). Juncaceae. Pp. 387–390 in A revised handbook to the flora of Ceylon. Vol.
VII. M. D. Dassanayake and F. R. Fosberg, editors. A. A. Balkema, Rotterdam, The Netherlands.

Harriman, N. A. (1991). Leeaceae. Pp. 391–393 in A revised handbook to the flora of Ceylon. Vol.
VII. M. D. Dassanayake and F. R. Fosberg, editors. A. A. Balkema, Rotterdam, The Netherlands.

Harriman, N. A. (1991). Malpighiaceae. Pp. 394–396 in A revised handbook to the flora of Ceylon.
Vol. VII. M. D. Dassanayake and F. R. Fosberg, editors. A. A. Balkema, Rotterdam, The Nether-
lands.

Harriman, N. A. (1991). Salvadoraceae. Pp. 397–399 in A revised handbook to the flora of Ceylon.
Vol. VII. M. D. Dassanayake and F. R. Fosberg, editors. A. A. Balkema, Rotterdam, The Nether-
lands.

Harriman, N. A. (1991). Tamaricaceae. Pp. 400–401 in A revised handbook to the flora of Ceylon.
Vol. VII. M. D. Dassanayake and F. R. Fosberg, editors. A. A. Balkema, Rotterdam, The Nether-
lands.

Harriman, N. A. (1991). Vahliaceae. Pp. 438–? in A revised handbook to the flora of Ceylon. Vol.
VII. M. D. Dassanayake and F. R. Fosberg, editors. A. A. Balkema, Rotterdam, The Netherlands.

Eddy, T. L., and N. A. Harriman. (1992). Muhlenbergia richardsonis in Wisconsin. The Michigan
Botanist 31: 39–40.

Harriman, N. A. (1998). (1357) Proposal to conserve the name Bidens (Asteraceae) with a conserved
gender. Taxon 47: 485–486.

Harriman, N. A. (1998). (1376) Proposal to conserve the name Gymnocladus (Leguminosae: Cae-
salpinioideae) with a conserved gender and type. Taxon 47: 875–876.

Harriman, N. A. (1999). Orthodon vs Mosla (Lamiaceae). SIDA, Contributions to Botany 18: 929–
930.

Harriman, N. A. (1999). Synopsis of New World Commicarpus (Nyctaginaceae). SIDA, Contribu-
tions to Botany 18: 679–684.

Eddy, T. L., and N. A. Harriman. (2005). Hieracium lactucellaWallr. (Asteraceae) new for Wiscon-
sin. The Michigan Botanist 44: 79.

Harriman, N. A. (2005). Obituary [Barbara Jean Madsen]. The Michigan Botanist 44: 73.
Harriman, N. A. (2006). Inula. Pp. 473–474 in Flora of North America, Volume 19, Magnoliophyta:
Asteridae (in part): Asteraceae, part 1, Flora of North America Editorial Committee, editors. Ox-
ford University Press, New York, N.Y.

Harriman, N. A. (2006). Sclerocarpus. P. 137 in Flora of North America, Volume 21, Magnoliophyta:
Asteridae (in part): Asteraceae, part 3, Flora of North America Editorial Committee, editors. Ox-
ford University Press, New York, N.Y.

Harriman, N. A. (2009). Bruce Dale Parfitt, 7 November 1952–3 September 2009. Journal of the
Botanical Research Institute of Texas 3: 995–996.

Harriman, N. A. (2011). Validation of the genus name Darcyanthus and its sole species, Darcyanthus
spruceanus (Solanaceae). Novon, 21: 47–48.

Harriman, N. A. (2013). (2203) proposal to conserve the name Monardella (Lamiaceae) with a con-
served type. Taxon 62: 1065–1066.

Fryxell, P. A., and N. A. Harriman (2013). The nomenclatural history of Cienfuegosia tuberculata
(Malvaceae). Phytotaxa 3: 39–42.

Harriman, N. A. (2016). A commentary on Scott’s Genera filicum. The Michigan Botanist 55: 97–99.
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Barringer, K. A., and N. A. Harriman. (2019). Angelonia. Pp. 15–16 in Flora of North America, Vol-
ume 17, Magnoliophyta: Tetrachondraceae to Orobanchaceae, Flora of North America Editorial
Committee, editors. Oxford University Press, New York, N.Y.

Barringer, K. A., and N. A. Harriman. (2019). Antirrhinum. Pp. 16–17 in Flora of North America,
Volume 17, Magnoliophyta: Tetrachondraceae to Orobanchaceae, Flora of North America Editor-
ial Committee, editors. Oxford University Press, New York, N.Y.

Barringer, K. A., and N. A. Harriman. (2019). Pseudorontium. Pp. 42–43 in Flora of North America,
Volume 17, Magnoliophyta: Tetrachondraceae to Orobanchaceae, Flora of North America Editor-
ial Committee, editors. Oxford University Press, New York, N.Y.

Barringer, K. A., and N. A. Harriman. (2019). Digitalis. Pp. 258–259 in Flora of North America, Vol-
ume 17, Magnoliophyta: Tetrachondraceae to Orobanchaceae, Flora of North America Editorial
Committee, editors. Oxford University Press, New York, N.Y.
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