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ABSTRACT

Anorthominasragrite, V4+ O (SO4) (H2O)5, is a new mineral species from Temple Mountain, Emery County, Utah, U.S.A. It
occurs as blue-green crusts and spherical granular aggregates (up to ~1 mm across) in a fossil (Triassic) tree; individual crystals
are <0.1 mm and are intimately intergrown. Anorthominasragrite has a white streak, a vitreous luster, and no observable fluores-
cence under ultraviolet light. It has no cleavage or parting. The Mohs hardness is ~1, and the calculated density is 2.12 g/cm3.
Anorthominasragrite is biaxial positive, with � 1.548, � 1.555, � 1.574, all ±0.002, 2V(obs.) = 86(1)°, 2V(calc.) = 63°, non-
pleochroic, X � c ≈ 18° (in � obtuse), Y ≈ a, Z � b ≈ 19° (in � obtuse). Anorthominasragrite is triclinic, space group P1̄, a
7.548(3), b 7.805(2), c 7.821(3) Å, � 79.03(4), � 71.94(3), � 65.31(3)°, V 397.1(2) Å3, Z = 2. The strongest seven lines in the X-
ray powder-diffraction pattern [d in Å(I)(hkl)] are: 6.617(100)(100), 7.053(80)(010), 4.116(80)(1̄10), 3.712(80)(121,002,211),
3.206(70)(221), 2.934(50)(11̄2,1̄02), 5.314(30)(011). Chemical analysis with an electron microprobe gave VO2 33.93, SO3 30.78,
H2O (calc.) 35.52, sum 100.23 wt.%; the amount of H2O was determined by crystal-structure analysis. The resulting empirical
formula on the basis of 10 anions (including 5 H2O) is V1.04 S0.98 O5 (H2O)5; the end-member formula is V O (SO4) (H2O)5.
Anorthominasragrite is the triclinic polymorph of V O (SO4) (H2O)5. The crystal structure of anorthominasragrite was solved by
direct methods and refined to an R index of 3.2% for 673 observed (|Fo| > 5�F) reflections measured with an automated four-
circle X-ray diffractometer using MoK� X-radiation. There is one V site occupied by V4+ and surrounded by three O atoms and
three (H2O) groups in an octahedral arrangement, with one short vanadyl bond (1.587 Å), four similar equatorial bonds (<2.013
Å>), and one longer V–O bond (2.253 Å) trans to the vanadyl bond. The structure consists of (V4+�6) (�: unspecified anion)
octahedra and (SO4) tetrahedra that corner-share O2– vertices to form (V4+O)2 (H2O)6 (SO4)2 groups [as in bobjonesite, V4+ O
(SO4) (H2O)3], with two additional isolated (H2O) groups.

Keywords: anorthominasragrite, new mineral species, crystal structure, minasragrite, orthominasragrite, bobjonesite, vanadate,
Temple Mountain, Utah.

SOMMAIRE

L’anorthominasragrite, V4+ O (SO4) (H2O)5, est une nouvelle espèce minérale découverte au mont Temple, comté d’Emery,
Utah, aux Etats-Unis. Elle se présente en encroutements bleu-vert et en aggrégats sphériques atteignant ~1 mm de diamètre dans
un arbre fossilisé d’âge triassique; les cristaux individuels sont moins de 0.1 mm et intimement enchevêtrés. L’anorthominasragrite
possède un rayure blanche, un éclat vitreux, et semble sans fluorescence en lumière ultra-violette, sans clivage et sans plan de
séparation. La dureté de Mohs est environ 1, et la densité calculée est égale à 2.12 g/cm3. L’anorthominasragrite est biaxe
positive, avec � 1.548, � 1.555, � 1.574, tous ±0.002, 2V(obs.) = 86(1)°, 2V(calc.) = 63°, non-pléochroïque, X � c ≈ 18° (�
obtus), Y ≈ a, Z � b ≈ 19° (� obtus). Il s’agit d’un minéral triclinique, groupe spatial P1̄, a 7.548(3), b 7.805(2), c 7.821(3) Å, �
79.03(4), � 71.94(3), � 65.31(3)°, V 397.1(2) Å3, Z = 2. Les sept raies les plus intenses du spectre de diffraction (méthode des
poudres) [d en Å(I)(hkl)] sont: 6.617(100)(100), 7.053(80)(010), 4.116(80)(1̄10), 3.712(80) (121,002,211), 3.206(70)(221),
2.934(50)(11̄2,1̄02), et 5.314(30)(011). Une analyse chimique avec une microsonde électronique a donné: VO2 33.93, SO3 30.78,
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H2O (calc.) 35.52, total 100.23% (poids); la quantité de H2O a été déterminée par ébauche de la structure cristalline. La formule
empirique qui en résulte, exprimée sur une base de 10 anions (y inclus 5 H2O) est V1.04 S0.98 O5 (H2O)5, et la formule idéale est V
O (SO4) (H2O)5. L’anorthominasragrite est le polymorphe triclinique de V O (SO4) (H2O)5. Sa structure cristalline a été résolue
par méthodes directes et affinée jusqu’à un résidu R de 3.2% pour 673 réflexions observées (|Fo| > 5�F), mesurées avec un
diffractomètre automatisé à quatre cercles utilisant un rayonnement MoK�. Il y a un site V où loge le V4+, entouré de trois atomes
d’oxygène et trois groupes (H2O) dans un agencement octaédrique, avec une liaison vanadyle courte (1.587 Å), quatre liaisons
équatoriales semblables (<2.013 Å>), et une liaison V–O plus longue (2.253 Å) en position trans par rapport à la liaison vanadyle.
La structure contient des octaèdres (V4+�6) (�: anion non spécifié) et des tétraèdres (SO4) qui partagent des vertex O2– pour
former des groupes (V4+O)2 (H2O)6 (SO4)2 [comme c’est le cas dans la bobjonesite, V4+ O (SO4) (H2O)3], avec deux groupes
(H2O) additionnels isolés.

(Traduit par la Rédaction)

Mots-clés: anorthominasragrite, nouvelle espèce minérale, structure cristalline, minasragrite, orthominasragrite, bobjonesite,
vanadate, mont Temple, Utah.

lar grains. Individual grains are <0.1 mm and are inti-
mately intergrown crystals. The grains are pale blue
(paler blue than orthominasragrite), the streak is white,
the luster vitreous, and no cleavage or parting was ob-
served. The Mohs hardness is difficult to measure be-
cause of the minute size of individual crystals, but it is
approximately 1. The density could not be measured
because of the intimate association with other minerals
of identical appearance; the calculated density is 2.12
g/cm3.

Optical properties were measured with a Bloss
spindle stage for the wavelength 590 nm using a gel fil-
ter. Anorthominasragrite is biaxial (+) with indices of
refraction � 1.548, � 1.555, � 1.574, all ± 0.002,
(+)2V(meas.) 86(1)°, 2V(calc.) 63°. The optical
orientation is X � c ≈ 18° (in � obtuse), Y ≈ a, Z � b ≈
19° (in � obtuse), and there is no observed pleochroism.

CHEMICAL COMPOSITION

Crystals were analyzed with a Cameca SX–50 elec-
tron microprobe operating in wavelength-dispersion
mode, with an accelerating voltage of 15 kV, a speci-
men current of 5 nA, and a beam diameter of 20 �m.
The following standards were used: VP2O7 (V) and an-
hydrite (S). The crystals broke down rapidly under the
electron beam. The data were reduced and corrected by
the PAP method of Pouchou & Pichoir (1984, 1985).
The presence and quantity of (H2O) groups were estab-
lished by crystal-structure solution and refinement
(Hawthorne & Grice 1990). The resultant chemical
composition is given in Table 1, together with the for-
mula unit based on 10 anions [including 5 (H2O) groups]
pfu (per formula unit).

X-RAY POWDER DIFFRACTION

The powder-diffraction pattern was recorded with a
Debye-Scherrer camera using Ni-filtered CuK� X-ra-
diation. Table 2 lists the X-ray powder-diffraction data
and refined unit-cell dimensions for anorthomi-
nasragrite. The unit-cell dimensions were also deter-

INTRODUCTION

The Temple Mountain region of Utah contains some
novel vanadium sulfate minerals associated with fossil
trees of Triassic age. Recently, as a result of the suc-
cessful solution and refinement of its crystal structure,
we identified anorthominasragrite as a new mineral spe-
cies.

Anorthominasragrite, orthominasragrite (Hawthorne
et al. 2001) and minasragrite (Schaller 1917, Smith &
Marinenko 1973) are triclinic, orthorhombic and mono-
clinic, respectively, and are polymorphs of V4+ O (SO4)
(H2O)5. The new mineral and mineral name were ap-
proved by the Commission on New Minerals and
Mineral Names of the International Mineralogical As-
sociation (IMA 2001-040). The name denotes its rela-
tion to minasragrite: it is the triclinic polymorph of V4+

O (SO4) (H2O)5. The holotype specimen of anorthomi-
nasragrite is stored in the collection of the Canadian
Museum of Nature, Ottawa, Canada, catalogue number
CMNMC 83924.

PARAGENESIS

Anorthominasragrite was found (by PH) at the North
Mesa mine group, Temple Mountain mining district,
Emery County, Utah. The mine group is located in the
west ½, southwest ¼ of section 35, Township 24 South,
Range 11 East. The host rock is the Shinarump con-
glomerate member of the late Triassic Chinle Forma-
tion. Anorthominasragrite occurs in a silicified tree that
is approximately 46 cm wide by 30 cm high, with an
undetermined length; there is a rim of coal around the
tree that is 6–25 mm thick. Anorthominasragrite occurs
with orthominasragrite (Hawthorne et al. 2001) and
bobjonesite (Schindler et al. 2003), and a full descrip-
tion of the paragenesis is given in those papers.

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES

Anorthominasragrite occurs as blue-green crusts and
spherical granular aggregates (< 1 mm across) of irregu-
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mined using a Bruker P4 automated four-circle
diffractometer (Table 3).

SINGLE-CRYSTAL DIFFRACTION

A small crystal was attached to a glass fiber and
mounted on a Bruker P4 automated four-circle
diffractometer equipped with a serial detector and
MoK� X-radiation. Eight reflections visible on a three-h
rotation photograph were automatically aligned, and the
cell dimensions and orientation matrix were determined
by least-squares refinement of the setting angles; the
values are given in Table 3. A total of 1127 reflections
was measured to 45°2� using a fixed scan speed of
0.3°2�/min, with index ranges 7̄ ≤ h ≤ 8, 8̄ ≤ k ≤ 7, 0 ≤
l ≤ 8; no significant diffraction was present beyond 2� =
45°. The data were corrected for Lorentz, polarization
and background effects, and reduced to structure fac-
tors. Psi-scan data were collected for two strong reflec-
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tions, and the intensity data were corrected for absorp-
tion effects by modeling the crystal as an ellipsoid; of
the 1035 symmetrically distinct reflections, 673 were
considered as observed (|Fo| > 5�F).

STRUCTURE SOLUTION AND REFINEMENT

Scattering curves for neutral atoms were taken from
the International Tables for Crystallography (Ibers &
Hamilton 1992). R indices are of the form given in
Table 3, and are expressed as percentages. The Bruker
SHELXTL PLUS (PC version) system of programs was
used for this work.

The structure was solved by direct methods in the
space group P1̄. Two cation sites were identified by a
combination of site-scattering values and local stereo-

chemistry. All anions were assumed to be oxygen
(Z = 8), and the scattering power of cations indicated
that the two cation sites are occupied by V (Z = 23) and
S (Z = 16). The local stereochemistry is in accord with
this assignment. The structure refined rapidly to an R
index of ~4% for a model with anisotropic-displacement
factors for all non-hydrogen atoms. At this stage, a dif-
ference-Fourier map allowed identification of some of
the H-atom sites. The hydrogen bonding in anortho-
minasragrite is more complicated than that in the previ-
ously described vanadium sulfate hydrates. Therefore,
we first examined the hydrogen bonding in the earlier
structures to help establish more rigorous crystal-chemi-
cal criteria to unravel the complete hydrogen-bonding
pattern for anorthominasragrite. Full-matrix least-
squares refinement of all atoms (with fixed isotropic-
displacement factors for all the H atoms) converged to
an R index of 3.2%. Positional and displacement param-
eters for the constrained refinement are given in Table
4, selected interatomic distances are listed in Table 5,
details of the hydrogen bonds are listed in Table 6. Ob-
served and calculated structure-factors are available
from The Depository of Unpublished Data, CISTI, Na-
tional Research Council, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0S2,
Canada.

HYDROGEN BONDING IN THE PREVIOUSLY

DETERMINED VANADIUM SULFATE HYDRATES

Known vanadium sulfate hydrates V4+ O (SO4)
(H2O)x (0 ≤ x ≤ 6) are listed in Table 7; the structural
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complexity of this relatively simple chemical system is
quite surprising. Prior to the discovery of anortho-
minasragrite, the structures of four vanadium sulfate
hydrates (x ≥ 3) were known (Table 7).

Bond valence associated with the V–O bond

The short vanadyl bond is a very strong bond, and
one significant issue with the structures of the vanadium
sulfate hydrates is whether the bond-valence require-
ments of the vanadyl O-atom are met solely by V4+ (i.e.,
is there a [1]-coordinated O-atom?), or whether this O-
atom is a hydrogen-bond acceptor. For example, there
have been two different hydrogen-bonding schemes pro-
posed for the orthorhombic polymorph of V4+ O (SO4)
(H2O)5 (orthominasragrite) (Tachez & Théobald 1980b,
Hawthorne et al. 2001). Hawthorne et al. (2001) re-
ported a V–O distance of 1.580(6) Å and assigned two
weak hydrogen bonds to this vanadyl O-atom. Tachez
& Théobald (1980b) reported a slightly longer V–O dis-
tance [1.591(5) Å] and did not assign any hydrogen
bonds to the vanadyl O-atom. In the case of the triclinic
polymorph of V4+ O (SO4) (H2O)5 reported here
(anorthominasragrite), the V–O distance [1.587(4) Å]
falls between the two values reported for the orthorhom-
bic polymorph. It is of interest to be able to accurately
assess the need for hydrogen bonding at the vanadyl O-
atom in these structures. What vanadyl bond-length is
required to completely satisfy the bond-valence require-
ments of the vanadyl O-atom? Assessment of the
vanadyl bond associated with V4+ in [1 + 4 + 1] coordi-
nation for well-refined structures gave a range of dis-
tances, 1.48 to 1.74 Å, with a mean at 1.60 Å (Schindler
et al. 2000). Using the bond-valence parameter of
Brown & Altermatt (1985), the minimum V4+–O dis-
tance, 1.48 Å, gives a bond valence of 2.27 vu; is this
reported distance, 1.48 Å, too short? Is the bond-valence
curve of Brown & Altermatt (1985) overestimating the
bond-valence contribution? If the bond-valence param-
eter is accurate, an observed distance of 1.527 Å would
provide the necessary 2.00 vu needed to satisfy the
bond-valence requirements of the vanadyl O-atom.

We decided to further investigate very short vanadyl
bonds in 10 well-refined structures (R ≤ 6%) containing
12 independent vanadyl bonds (≤ 1.65 Å) (Table 8). All
of the compounds are anhydrous and fully ordered, and
seven of the ten structures were published after 1985.
The vanadyl (V–O) bond-length was plotted against the
bond-valence received by the vanadyl O-atom from
other neighboring cations (black circles, Fig. 1). The
data point with an incident valence of 0 vu is from the
only compound in which the vanadyl O-atom must be
[1]-coordinated; the other eleven data-points are for
vanadyl O-atoms receiving one or two additional weak
bonds from Na, Mg, K, Ca or V4+ (Table 8). Linear re-
gression gave an intercept value of 1.563(6) Å. Using
the bond-valence curve of Brown & Altermatt (1985), a
V4+–O distance of 1.563 Å gives a bond valence of 1.82
vu; the curve of Zachariasen (1978) gives a value of 2.04
vu. Hence we have adopted the curve of Zachariasen
(1978) for all bond-valence calculations involving V4+

and O in this paper, and the curves of Brown &
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Altermatt (1985) for all other bonds. It should be noted
that some of the incident bond-valence contributions to
the vanadyl O-atom in Figure 1 include long trans bonds
to V4+; if one uses the curve of Brown & Altermatt

(1985) to plot the relevant data-points, the resulting re-
gression line is only marginally affected [the intercept
passes through 1.559(7) Å]. The data in Figure 1 pro-
vide convincing evidence for a satisfied vanadyl O-atom
at 1.563 Å from a V4+ cation. The observed vanadyl
bond-lengths for the refined structures of the vanadium
sulfate hydrates V4+ O (SO4) (H2O)x [3 ≤ x ≤ 6] range
from 1.576(3) to 1.591(5) Å and have associated bond-
valences ranging from 1.96 to 1.87 vu, respectively
(Table 9). We recognize that these values may be
slightly high, as the curve of Zachariasen (1978) seems
to slightly overestimate the bond valence for a fully satu-
rated vanadyl bond (i.e., 1.563 Å ≡ 2.04 vu). All of the
vanadyl O-atoms of the vanadium sulfate hydrates are
therefore marginally bond-valence-deficient from the
V4+ contribution alone, and must receive at least one
weak hydrogen-bond. However, the final decision to
assign such hydrogen bonds will need to involve addi-
tional criteria: (1) the positions of H atoms, if located,
(2) reasonable (H2O) geometry, and (3) reasonable ge-
ometries for hydrogen-bond acceptors. Proposed
schemes of hydrogen-bonding for the previously re-
ported vanadium sulfate hydrates V4+ O (SO4) (H2O)x
[3 ≤ x ≤ 6], using the bond-valence curves recommended
above, are presented in Figures 2–6.

For several of the structures, H positions were re-
ported at distances too close (generally 0.7 to 0.9 Å) to
the donor O-atom (OD). It is well known that H posi-
tions refined freely using X-ray intensity data will typi-

FIG. 1. Variation in V–O (vanadyl) bond-length as a function
of bond valence incident at the vanadyl O-atom from adja-
cent cations (omitting V of the vanadyl bond) calculated
from the curve of Zachariasen (1978) for V4+–O and Brown
& Altermatt (1985) for all other bonds; black circles: anhy-
drous V4+-bearing structures; red circles: vanadium sulfate
hydrate structures V4+ O (SO4) (H2O)x, 3 ≤ x ≤ 6.
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cally refine too close to OD. We have therefore derived
bond valences for hydrogen bonding based on the dis-
tance between the donor O-atom and acceptor O-atom
(OD–OA) using the plot of OA...H bond-valence versus
OD–OA from Brown & Altermatt (1985). Bond valences
for the hydrogen bonds were defined at 0.05 vu incre-
ments that correspond to the following ranges in OD–
OA: 0.25 vu (2.56–2.66 Å), 0.20 vu (2.66–2.80 Å), 0.15
vu (2.80–2.94 Å), 0.10 vu (2.94–3.05 Å), 0.05 vu (3.05–
3.23 Å). The proposed hydrogen-bonds were examined
for the vanadium sulfate hydrates, paying particular at-
tention to the region surrounding the vanadyl O-atom.
The resulting relation between vanadyl bond-length and
incident bond-valence (via hydrogen bonding) for the
vanadium sulfate hydrates, V4+ O (SO4) (H2O)x [3 ≤ x ≤
6], is listed in Table 9 and shown in Figure 1 with red
circles. There is good overall agreement between (1)
both the bond-valences for hydrogen in vanadium sul-
fate hydrates and weak bonds from the cation (anhy-
drous vanadium sulfate structures) to the vanadyl
oxygen, and (2) the V–O distance.

Monoclinic V4+ O (SO4) (H2O)3 (bobjonesite): At an
observed distance of 1.577(3) Å, the vanadyl oxygen at
O(1) is nearly satisfied (1.95 vu) from the V4+ contribu-
tion alone (cf. Figs.1, 2a). There are three crystal-struc-
ture refinements reported for the monoclinic polymorph
of V4+ O (SO4) (H2O)3: (1) a single-crystal X-ray study
of the synthetic compound (Tachez & Théobald 1980a),
(2) a powder neutron-diffraction study of the deuterated
synthetic compound (Tachez et al. 1982a), and (3) a
single-crystal X-ray study of bobjonesite (Schindler et
al. 2003). All three structural models are in close agree-

ment (Fig. 3a) for the non-H positions, but there are sig-
nificant differences for the H-atom positions belonging
to the (H2O) group H(1)–O(2)–H(2), which forms a
trans bond with the V4+ cation. This distinction is shown
in Figure 3b, where H-atom positions for the three stud-
ies are plotted relative to the mean positions for the non-
H sites. The H positions of the two latter studies
(Position II) agree with each other, and are displaced in
a clockwise fashion relative to the positions indicated
in the earliest study (Position I). The details of the dif-
ferent hydrogen-bonding geometries are given in Table
10. For Position II, the H atom at H(2) is closer to the
acceptor O(7), and forms a straighter hydrogen-bond.
For Position I, the H atom at H(1) forms a nearly sym-
metrical bifurcated hydrogen-bond to O(1) and O(7)'.
For Position II, there is a pronounced asymmetry in the
bifurcated geometry of this hydrogen-bond from H(1),
with a possible weak interaction between H(1) and O(1).
Position II must be favored as the more likely arrange-
ment on both experimental and crystal-chemical
grounds. We cannot rule out a weak hydrogen-bond
contribution to O(1), so we retain the bifurcated hydro-
gen-bond from H(1) (Fig. 2a) and note that the bond
geometry is rather extreme (Table 10), i.e., close to the
geometrical limits for such an interaction. The details
of the hydrogen-bonding are of key interest, as in this
particular compound, the vanadyl O-atom is very nearly
satisfied from the V4+ cation alone. As all the other va-
nadium sulfate structures contain longer vanadyl bonds,
we anticipate that all these structures will contain at least
one weak hydrogen-bond to the vanadyl O-atom.

Orthorhombic V4+ O (SO4) (H2O)5 (orthominasrag-
rite): The next shortest vanadyl bond [1.580(6) Å] oc-
curs in orthominasragrite (Hawthorne et al. 2001), the
orthorhombic polymorph of V4+ O (SO4) (H2O)5 (Table
9). The local environment in the vicinity of the vanadyl
O-atom O(1) is shown in Figure 4. Hawthorne et al.
(2001) assigned two weak hydrogen-bonds from H-
atoms [H(1) and H(2)] lying on the mirror plane (x = 0)
to the vanadyl O-atom at O(1). They noted that the
H(1)–O(2)–H(2) angle of 62° is unreasonably small, and
proposed a disordered hydrogen-bond model involving
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H(1) and H(2) [H(2) is labeled as H2* and H(1) is ab-
sent in Fig. 4] . Further evaluation of this disordered
model reveals that a reasonable (H2O) geometry cannot
occur for any local configuration. The earlier structural
model of Tachez & Théobald (1980b) for the synthetic
analogue was based on a single ordered H(2) site lying

off the mirror plane (i.e., H1* in Fig. 4), gave a reason-
able (H2O) geometry [an H(2)–O(2)–H(2)' angle of
106°], and resulted in moderate hydrogen-bond-valence
directed toward the O-atom at O(5). From a geometri-
cal standpoint, the model of Tachez & Théobald (1980b)
is preferred. From a bond-valence perspective, the O(1)

FIG. 2. Bond-valence tables for (a) bobjonesite, (b) orthominasragrite, (c) synthetic
minasragrite, and (d) synthetic stanleyite, calculated as in Figure 1.
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atom should receive a weak hydrogen-bond. Using the
diffraction data of Hawthorne et al. (2001), the electron
density in the vicinity of O(2) was re-evaluated, with
the following results: (1) there is prominent electron-
density on the mirror plane (x = 0) at the H(2) site; (2)
there is less prominent electron-density on the mirror at
the H(1) site and off the mirror plane near the H(2) site
of Tachez & Théobald (1980b). Several different refine-
ment models incorporating the electron density at these
three sites were tried (e.g., fixed or refined occupancies,
fixed or refined isotropic-displacement parameters, free
and distance-constrained refinement). In addition, the
electron density was contoured for slices along the b
axis. These refinement results indicate that a disordered
model involving the ordered H(2) position of Hawthorne
et al. (2001) lying on the mirror may combine with a
positionally disordered H(2) position of Tachez &
Théobald (1980b) lying off the mirror. To resolve the
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ambiguity in H-position labeling, we have relabeled the
two positions (Fig. 4) as follows: (1) the ordered H-po-
sition on the mirror plane is H2*; (2) the disordered H-
position off the mirror plane is H1*. To arrive at the
most reasonable geometry, the H1* and H2* positions
were refined using the soft constraint that they remain
0.98 Å from the donor O-atom [O(2)], the positional
parameters for the well-resolved H2* position were then
fixed, and the constraint that the separation between H1*
and H2* remain at 1.55(1) Å was imposed. These con-
straints were necessary in order to achieve a fully con-
vergent refinement that includes the more poorly
resolved H1* site. This new model for the hydrogen
bonding in orthominasragrite provides: (1) a weak hy-
drogen-bond to the vanadyl O-atom at O(1), (2) a mod-
erately strong hydrogen-bond to O(5), (3) satisfactory
incident bond-valence sums at all sites (Fig. 2b), and
(4) (H2O) groups and hydrogen-bonds with reasonable
geometries (Fig. 4).

Monoclinic V4+ O (SO4) (H2O)5 (minasragrite): A
vanadyl-bond length of 1.584 Å was observed by
Tachez et al. (1979) for this structure (Table 9). The H-
atom positions reported for the isolated (H2O) group at
O(10) are consistent with a simple hydrogen-bonding
scheme involving a hydrogen bond of moderate bond-
valence directed toward the vanadyl O-atom at O(1)
(Fig. 2c). For this arrangement, typical bond-angles are
observed (Fig. 5).

V4+ O (SO4) (H2O)6 (stanleyite): The vanadyl bond
observed for triclinic V4+ O (SO4) (H2O)6 is 1.586 Å,
and has a bond valence of 1.90 vu (Fig. 2d). The re-
ported H-atom positions for the isolated (H2O) group at
O(7) are shown in Figure 6. A bifurcated hydrogen-bond
from H(12) is directed toward two symmetry-related
vanadyl O-atoms [O(1) and O(1)']. The O(7)–O(1)' dis-
tance is rather long [3.37 Å], and the bond valence of
the associated hydrogen-bond from H(12) to O(1)' must
be very small (i.e., < 0.05 vu); we have therefore ex-

FIG. 3. Perspective view of the arrangement of atoms in bobjonesite. (a) View of the
(V�6) (blue) and (SO4) (yellow) polyhedra with associated (H2O) groups (H atoms
shown as grey circles); OD–H bonds are shown as full lines and H ... OA bonds are
shown as broken lines. (b) Perspective view of the different models for the hydrogen-
bond arrangement; large pink circles: O atoms; blue circles: V atoms; small red, yellow
and green circles: H atoms. The red arrows indicate the sense of rotation of the (H2O)
group from position I to position II.
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cluded this contribution in the bond-valence table
(Fig. 2d). The O(7)–O(1) distance is 2.88 Å, and we
have assigned a bond valence of 0.15 vu for the associ-
ated hydrogen-bond from H(12) to O(1).

Summary

Details of the hydrogen bonding for the four previ-
ously determined vanadium sulfate hydrate structures
are given in the bond-valence tables (Figs. 2a–2d), and
the various hydrogen-bond acceptors are summarized
in Figure 7. There are up to three types of acceptor O-
atoms present: OV = vanadyl O-atom; OT = terminal
sulfate O-atom; and OB = bridging O-atom. For all struc-
tures, OV is mildly bond-valence-deficient considering
bonds from the V4+–O interaction alone, providing
strong justification for a weak hydrogen-bond directed
toward OV. The terminal O-atom of the (SO4) group,
OT, receives either two or three hydrogen bonds. The
bridging O-atom, OB, that is corner-shared by V4+ and
S, may receive a single hydrogen-bond. There are up to
three types of (H2O) groups present: WE = equatorial
(H2O) group, WT = trans (H2O) group, and WI = iso-

lated (H2O) group. None of the structures contain hy-
drogen bonds directed toward any equatorial (H2O)
group (WE). Those containing isolated (H2O) groups
have two hydrogen bonds directed toward the WI
groups. There may be a single hydrogen-bond directed
toward a trans (H2O) group (WT).

DESCRIPTION OF THE STRUCTURE

OF ANORTHOMINASRAGRITE

Coordination of the cations

There is one S site, occupied by S and surrounded
by four O atoms in a tetrahedral arrangement with a <S–
O> distance of 1.475 Å, close to the grand <S–O> dis-
tance of 1.473 Å reported for sulfate minerals by
Hawthorne et al. (2000). There is one V site, occupied
by V and surrounded by six O atoms in an octahedral
arrangement. There is one very short V–O distance of
1.587 Å, four intermediate-length V–O bonds in the
range 1.997–2.031 Å and approximately orthogonal to
the short V–O bond, and one long bond of 2.253 Å trans
to the short V–O bond. The short V–O bond is a vanadyl
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bond, the intermediate-length bonds are equatorial
bonds, and the long bond is a trans bond. This [1 + 4 +
1] geometry is characteristic of [6]V4+, as discussed by
Schindler et al. (2000).

Identity of the anions

The bond-valence table (Fig. 8) indicates that the V4+

cation bonds to three (H2O) groups, OW(1), OW(2) and
OW(3). The O(1), O(3) and O(5) atoms receive 1.60,
1.56 and 1.89 vu from the S and V atoms, and hence
these anions must be O atoms. The O(2) and O(4) at-
oms each bond to both V4+ and S, with incident bond-
valence sums of 1.92 and 1.95 vu from these cations;
hence O(2) and O(4) also are O atoms. There are two

other anions in the structure, OW(4) and OW(5); these
do not bond to the principal cations of the structure, and
hence they must be isolated (H2O) groups. Details of
the hydrogen-bonding scheme are given in Table 6 and
Figures 8 and 9. Hydrogen-bond valences were assigned
in the same manner as for the other vanadium sulfate
hydrates.

H sites located from difference-Fourier maps

Well-resolved electron-density peaks from the dif-
ference-Fourier map were assigned to H-positions for
the (H2O) groups at OW(1), OW(2) and OW(3). The H-
positions H(1) through H(4) are fully ordered and be-
long to OW(1) and OW(2) (Fig. 8). Hydrogen atoms at

FIG. 4. The hydrogen-bond arrangement in orthominasragrite showing the H1* and H2*
sites derived in the present study, together with the resulting bond-lengths and angles.
Legend as in Figure 3a.
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H(1) and H(4) form hydrogen bonds with the isolated
(H2O) groups OW(5) and OW(4), respectively. Hydro-
gen atoms at H(2) and H(3) form hydrogen bonds to a
terminal O-atom of the (SO4) group, O(1). Three sig-
nificant electron-density peaks [H(5), H(6) and H(7)]
were located near the O-atom at OW(3); these peaks
conform to the H-atoms of a positionally disordered
(H2O) group. Site-occupancy refinement of H(5), H(6)
and H(7) showed that the H(5) site is fully occupied,
and that the H(6) and H(7) sites are each approximately
half occupied. The H(5) site is fully ordered with a hy-
drogen bond to the terminal O(3) atom of the (SO4)

group. Where the H(6) site is occupied, a hydrogen bond
is formed with the O-atom at OW(5); where H(7) is
occupied, a neighboring OW(3)' site, related though the
center of symmetry, receives a hydrogen bond. The ge-
ometry and associated hydrogen-bond angles at the
OW(3) site, namely H(5)–OW(3)–H(7) [OW(3) in Figs.
8 and 9], H(5)–OW(3)–H(6) [OW(3)' in Figs. 8 and 9]
and the OW(3) (H2O)-groups are reasonable (Table 6).
In the final refinement model, the H(5), H(6) and H(7)
occupancies were fixed at 1.0, 0.6 and 0.4, respectively.
All H positions [H(1) through H(7)] were refined with
the soft constraint that O–H is approximately equal to

FIG. 5. The hydrogen-bond arrangement around the O(10) anion in minasragrite, showing
the associated bond-angles. Legend as in Figure 3a.

FIG. 6. The hydrogen-bond arrangement around the O(7) anion in synthetic stanleyite,
showing the associated bond-angles. Legend as in Figure 3a.
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0.98 Å. Note that in Figure 8, all bold entries are asso-
ciated with fully ordered sites; positionally disordered
H-sites and their associated hydrogen-bond valences
appear as non-bold entries. The use of non-bold and
non-italicized labels and entries, in combination with
those that are non-bold and italicized, allows easier iden-
tification of inter-dependent local hydrogen-bonding
associated with the disordered H-positions (as is appar-
ent when comparing Figs. 8 and 9).

Inferred H positions

Hydrogen positions could not be reliably located in
the difference-Fourier map for the isolated (H2O) groups
at OW(4) and OW(5). In Figures 8 and 9, the associated
H-positions [H(8)] through [H(13)] are enclosed in
square brackets to denote that those sites are inferred,
rather than located on difference-Fourier maps. After
assigning hydrogen bonds for the H-atoms at H(1)
through H(7), it is clear from the bond-valence table
(Fig. 8) that the following anions (bonded to either V4+

or S6+) are still bond-valence-deficient: O(3), O(5) and
OW(3). On the basis of the analysis of hydrogen bond-
ing in the other vanadium sulfate hydrates (Fig. 7), we
expect that (1) at least two hydrogen-bonds are directed
toward the terminal O-atom of the (SO4) group at O(3),
(2) a weak hydrogen-bond is directed toward the

FIG. 7. Summary of the possible hydrogen-bond linkages in
vanadium sulfate hydrates; V and S denote cation sites, OB
denotes the anion bridging between the (V�6) and (SO4)
polyhedra, OV is the vanadyl O-atom, OT is a terminal O-
atom, WE is an equatorial (H2O) group, WT is a trans (H2O)
group, WI is an isolated (H2O) group. Broken red lines de-
note required hydrogen-bonds; broken red lines in paren-
theses indicate possible hydrogen-bonds.

FIG. 8. Bond-valence table for anorthominasragrite; bold entries denote ordered arrangements, and non-bold entries denote
positionally disordered arrangements. Legend as in Table 2.
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FIG. 9. Sketch of locally ordered (short-range) arrangement
of hydrogen bonds in anorthominasragrite; atoms are
shown by their symbols, (H2O) groups are highlighted with
blue shading, hydrogen bonds along the vertical axis are
shown as broken orange lines, and hydrogen bonds off the
vertical axis are shown as broken black lines.
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vanadyl O-atom at O(5), (3) a possible hydrogen-bond
is directed toward the trans (H2O) group at OW(3), and
(4) two hydrogen-bonds are directed toward the isolated
(H2O) groups at OW(4) and OW(5).

The inferred H-positions, [H(8)] through [H(13)],
were developed from the following considerations: (1)
The remaining bond-valence requirements for each
bond-valence-deficient anion must be satisfied via hy-
drogen bonds from (H2O) groups with reasonable ge-
ometries (i.e., reasonable OA–OW–OA angles and
OD–OA distances). (2) The patterns of hydrogen bond-
ing in the previously determined vanadium sulfate hy-
drates should apply to the disordered hydrogen-bonding
in anorthominasragrite. (3) Hydrogen bonding involv-
ing disordered H-positions must satisfy local bonding
requirements; hydrogen bonding need not adhere to
long-range symmetry. (4) Hydrogen bonds must ema-
nate from OW(3) in two distinct ways.

Details of short-range hydrogen-bonding

A locally ordered arrangement of hydrogen bonding
in anorthominasragrite is shown in Figure 9, in which
the (H2O) groups are highlighted with blue shading. The
disordered H-positions [H(6), H(7), H(9), H(10), H(12)
and H(13)] associated with the (H2O) groups OW(3),
OW(4) and OW(5) are presented in a locally ordered
configuration along the vertical axis of Figure 9. All H-
positions lying either to the left or right of the vertical
axis are fully ordered. Note that the hydrogen bonding
along the vertical axis (shown in orange) is necessarily
unidirectional. Near the top of Figure 9, the (H2O) group
at OW(3) is shown associated with the H(5) and H(7)
sites. The H-atom at H(7) is hydrogen-bonded to a
nearby OW(3)' anion, which is related to the first OW(3)
site by a center of symmetry (note that the short-range
stereochemical details need not conform to the long-
range symmetry, i.e., the center of symmetry). The
(H2O) group at OW(3)' is associated with H-atoms at
the H(5) and H(6) sites. The positional disorder between
the H(6) and H(7) sites must occur because two neigh-
boring H(7) sites (related by a center of symmetry)
would approach each other too closely. The same con-
dition also exists between the neighboring OW(4) and
OW(4)' sites related through a center of symmetry
(Fig. 9). The hydrogen-bond arrangement in anortho-
minasragrite does not conform to ̄1 symmetry. This dis-
tinction in local hydrogen-bonding as a function of
H-disorder can be followed through the bond-valence
table (Fig. 8) by differentiating italicized from non-itali-
cized entries.

Structure topology

The structural unit in anorthominasragrite is a
[(V4+O)2 (SO4)2 (H2O)6] group, formed by corner-shar-
ing of (SO4) tetrahedra and (V�6) octahedra about an
inversion center (Fig. 10a). This same structural unit is

also present in bobjonesite, the monoclinic polymorph
of V4+ O (SO4) (H2O)3 (Tachez & Théobald 1980a,
Schindler et al. 2003) (Fig. 10b). The stagger of the
(V4+O)2 (SO4)2 (H2O)6 groups differs between the two
structures; in anorthominasragrite, they are all oriented
in the same sense (Fig. 11a), whereas in bobjonesite,
successive rows of [(V4+O)2 (SO4)2 (H2O)6] groups
along [010] are related by 21-screw axes along b (Fig.
11b). Openings among adjacent [(V4+O)2 (SO4)2
(H2O)6] groups in anorthominasragrite contain the iso-
lated (H2O) groups OW(4) and OW(5) that provide ad-
ditional structural cohesion via hydrogen bonding (Fig.
11a).

The formulae and structures
of vanadium sulfate hydrates

From the above comparison of anorthominasragrite,
V4+ O (SO4) (H2O)5, and bobjonesite, V4+ O (SO4)
(H2O)3, it is not apparent from their simple formulae
that they are structurally similar. All the vanadium sul-
fate hydrates contain V4+ octahedrally coordinated by
(1) a vanadyl O-atom, (2) a trans (H2O) group, and (3)
four equatorial anions that are either (H2O) groups or
O-atoms that also bond to an S-atom. A more informa-
tive formula can be written by identifying the structural
unit in brackets [i.e., including (H2O) groups bonded to
V4+], and the interstitial complex in braces [i.e., includ-
ing isolated (H2O) groups] (Table 11).

From the new formulae, the various linkages be-
tween structural components are immediately apparent.
Each V4+ is coordinated by one vanadyl O-atom and x
(H2O) groups. The remaining (5 – x) anions bonded to
V4+ are O-atoms of the (SO4) group, as shown in Figure
12. The structures of bobjonesite and anorthominas-
ragrite are based on a [V4+ O (SO4) (H2O)3] cluster that
bonds to a neighboring identical cluster to form a
[(V4+O)2 (SO4)2 (H2O)6] group, with an additional two
isolated (H2O) groups in anorthominasragrite (Figs. 12a,
b). In minasragrite, a [V4+ O2 (H2O)4] octahedron links
to a single (SO4) group to form a [V4+ O (SO4) (H2O)4]
group, with a single additional isolated (H2O) group
(Fig. 12c). The orthominasragrite and stanleyite struc-
tures are based on isolated [V4+ O (H2O)5] and (SO4)
groups, with one isolated (H2O) group in stanleyite
(Figs. 12d, e)

The structures of the vanadium sulfates

The crystal structures of two of the three polymor-
phs of anhydrous vanadium sulfate (x = 0) have been
determined (Table 7). These structures contain –S–O–
V– chains with additional weaker connections via short-
vanadyl – long-trans bonds (V=O–V). The �-structure
consists of sheets of corner-sharing (V�6) octahedra and
(SO4) tetrahedra that further connect via interlayer
V=O–V linkages (Longo & Arnott 1970). The –S–O–
V– chains in the �-structure form a three-dimensional
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network (Boghosian et al. 1995). There are seven re-
ported compounds in the range (1 ≤ x < 3) (Table 7), but
none are of known structure as yet. Tachez & Théobald
(1976) proposed that (1) for x < 3, the structures are
based on –S–O–V– chains and belong either to the �-
VO(SO4) or to the �-VO(SO4) family of structures; (2)
for x ≥ 3, the structures contain fragmented units of
(V�6) octahedra and (SO4) tetrahedra that are linked by
hydrogen bonds. For the x < 3 structures, if the V4+ is
constrained to be in [1 + 4 + 1] coordination, (H2O)
groups can occur as (1) a distant trans ligand bonded to
a single V4+, or (2) isolated (H2O) groups. In Figure 13,
we show the number of (H2O) groups in the formula

unit as a function of the calculated density for the vana-
dium sulfate hydrates in Table 7. There are two well-
established trends. For x < 3, there is a rapid decrease in
calculated density with increasing number of (H2O)
groups, as compared to the (x ≥ 3) compounds. This
behavior is consistent with simple insertion of (H2O)
groups between –S–O–V– chains for (x < 3) compounds
and with major structural rearrangement involving
(V�6) octahedra, (SO4) tetrahedra and (H2O) groups for
(x ≥ 3) compounds. For the orthorhombic polymorph of
V4+ O (SO4) (H2O)3, Schneider et al. (1982) proposed a
structural model based on sheets of corner-sharing
(V�6) octahedra and (SO4) tetrahedra, somewhat resem-

FIG. 10. Perspective views of the structural units in (a) anorthominasragrite, (b)
bobjonesite. Legend as in Figure 3a.
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bling the structure of �-VO(SO4), with interstitial (H2O)
groups. Moreover, they noted that the measured H2O
content varies among samples, from x = 2.4 to x = 3.5.
In Figure 13, we have plotted the data (open circles) of
Schneider et al. (1982) for x = 2.4, 3.0, 3.5 and their
reported cell parameters. It is interesting that for x = 3,
the data fall within the (x ≥ 3) field, very near the posi-
tion for the monoclinic polymorph of V4+ O (SO4)
(H2O)3. This suggests the following question: Is it struc-
turally feasible to order three interlayer (H2O) groups
between sheets of corner-sharing (V�6) octahedra and

(SO4) tetrahedra and produce a density analogous to that
of the fundamentally different monoclinic polymorph?
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FIG. 11. The crystal structures of (a) anorthominasragrite and (b) bobjonesite; legend as in
Figure 3a. In anorthominasragrite, the isolated (H2O) groups are shown as red circles.
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FIG. 12. A sketch of the different polyhedron-connectivities in the structures of the vana-
dium sulfate hydrates, V4+ O (SO4) (H2O)x, 3≤ x ≤ 6: (a) bobjonesite, (b)
anorthominasragrite, (c) minasragrite, (d) orthominasragrite, (e) stanleyite. The V4+, S,
O and (H2O) groups are indicated by the letters V, S, O and W, respectively.

FIG. 13. The variation in (H2O) content (x) as a function of density in the V4+ O (SO4)
(H2O)x structures; the blue shading encompasses structures with x ≥ 3, and the green
shading encompasses structures with x < 3. Black squares: known structures; hollow
squares: unknown structures; hollow circles: orthorhombic polymorph of V4+ O (SO4)
(H2O)3 (Schneider et al. 1982).
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