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“poetical apology ety Agelgtct. J= “Astut Al7t Afo]9] oe2id E3HSwgop
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Westerink, L. G. (2009). The Greek Commentaries on Plato's” Phaedo. Vol

I Damascius. 3 Tjoj~7]Q20] Fijo]&, FAL £ Jjo wHo] Majxn

Glou], ® =RoAdr ol A ¥ MAE Austn At fAHEIE e

Hog AYste=t o8 aostH ot 2.

Tt ~7] Q229 Talol=, F FAo] A& 594 FEER ?“*5]01 Ao
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7] 98 oM WAL F7} s Aoz RHoly] ulFo]th(Westerink ed. (2009),
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70) Olympiodorus, 3, §1, 6-9.
71) Olympiodorus, 3, §2,6-83,1.
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Abstract

The mission of philosopher

in the Phaedo

focusing on the analysis of 57a-69e

Minsoo Kim

Interdisciplinary Program in Classical Studies
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The purpose of this thesis is to clarify the concept of ‘the
mission of philosopher’, by reading of the first-half of Phaedo
57a-69e. In the dialogue, the philosopher nearing death has a
lengthy conversation with his interlocutors to prove the
immortality of the soul from the point where a full-scale
discussion in the dialogue begins. The philosopher who unfolds
the ‘the argument of the immortality of the soul’, comes to the
conclusion that the soul continues to exist after death, and his
interlocutors are persuaded by his arguments. Socrates’
argument for the immortality of the soul is relatively well known

to those who are familiar with philosophy to some extent today,
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and there seems to be no great disagreement that the argument
for the immortality of the soul is perhaps the most important
story in the Phaedo. In this dialogue, however, in addition to the
argument for the immortality of the soul, there are sufficiently
remarkable stories in the first half of the dialogue 57a-69e, and
by reviewing this part, we might find that Plato shows what the
philosopher's mission is.

At the beginning of the dialogue, a series of stories are
presented that seem difficult to connect directly to the argument
for the immortality of the soul. But as the story progresses, we
the reader might think of questions like: Why is the dialogue
titted “Phaedo”, why Theseus' ship left for Delos the day before
Socrates' trial, why Socrates built the popular music in prison,
and more importantly, why does Socrates, the philosopher
seeking death, assert that suicide is not allowed, and for what
reason are death and being dead different, and what is the
proper purification that the philosopher pursues? And at the end
of the dialogue, after Socrates's argument for the immortality of
the soul, what is the purpose of the philosopher’'s story about
the soul's death journey? These questions seem to have been
arranged quite interestingly linked to each other under Plato's
intention.

This study tries to analyze these stories, and through the
analysis leads the conclusion that the philosopher's mission in

Phaedo is to get the word by God and to take care of the soul of
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Socrates himself and other people with the philosophical tool

logos and mythos.

keywords : Socrates, the mission of philosopher, the Second
Apology, death, mythos
Student Number : 2018-29818
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