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New Talent
Time marches on. Things 

change and people change, 
as do circumstances. That 
reality has given way to a 
changing of the rabbinical 
guard, in a sense, over the 
last few weeks, as in one 
small area of the Five Towns 
three new rabbis have 
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The family of Alexander Levlovitz, 64, at his funeral on Wednesday in Jerusalem. He was killed on his way back 

from a family Rosh Hashanah dinner when Arabs threw stones at his car in the Talpiot neighborhood. See Page 19
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PIECE FOR PEACE: 

LIMITING THE 

STRESS OF DIVORCE
B Y  E S T H E R  S C H O N F E L D 
A N D  R AC H E L  M A R KS

“Imagine all the people living 

life in peace.”—John Lennon

There is an old joke that we 
often tell that makes light of an 
attorney’s propensity to argue. 
When a lawyer has the law on 

TEFILLAH AND 

KEHILLAH ARE 

INSEPARABLE
The following address was 

delivered on Shabbos in a local 

shul by one of its members 

who is in need of a yeshuah. 

May it serve to inspire many 

and may all the good that it 

accomplishes be a z’chus for a 

refuah sheleimah for Moshe 

ben Chana, b’soch sh’ar cholei 
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Victorious 
Defeat

We all pushed hard in our 
own ways for the P5+1 deal 
with Iran to go down to defeat. 
It doesn’t appear that those 
efforts were successful, as the 
presidential executive order 
has not garnered enough oppo-
sition in Congress and, as a 

The Agunah Wars: 
An Analysis

Halachic Musings

BY RABBI  YAIR HOFFMAN

Last week, the Five Towns 

Jewish Times ran an arti-
cle about the unfortunate 
dilemma of agunos. A num-
ber of points were made in 
the article. One point was that 
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NOT A GAME OF CHICKEN

In the aftermath of a N.Y. court ruling allowing the ritual of “shlugging kapparos” 

to go forward, four young men in Boro Park prepared on Wednesday to exercise 

their freedom of religion.
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Yisrael. Please have him in mind during 

your tefi llos.

The yemei Elul are here and the Yom 

HaDin is almost upon us. In our own 
lives, we each have so many things to 
be grateful for, yet at the same time, 
still have so many wants and needs. 
This year, this period has taken on an 
even greater meaning for some of us, 
and it has become obvious that we 
need HaKadosh Baruch Hu’s constant 
help. However, we really must all real-
ize and internalize that, quite liter-
ally, in every instance, all of our lives 
depend totally on Him and we are all 
in His hands, every minute of every 
day.

The mefarshim say that the biggest 
act of tochachah and mussar given in 
the Torah was when Yosef HaTzaddik 
said to his brothers the two words: 
“Ani Yosef!” He didn’t rebuke them 
by asking how they could have done 
what they did to him all those years 
ago or go on an accusatory rant. He 
merely said “Ani Yosef!” Just looking 
at Yosef, his mere presence, and with 
those two words, the brothers under-
stood that what they had believed for 
the past 22 years was wrong. Yosef 
had not been destined to be a slave 
but rather was destined for malchus, 
and their actions had been misguided. 
Those two words, Ani Yosef, were all 
that was needed to be said for the 
message to be received.

Morai v’rabbosai, my dear fellow 
mispallelim, ani Moshe ben Chana. 

This is my new identity, and I want 
to speak to you about, and remind us 
all, of the opportunity we are given 
through the gift of tefi llah and what it 
means to me. You don’t need to look 
very closely to see that I am on my 
own journey of tefi llah and bakashah 
as I seek a yeshuah and refuah from 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu. But the beauty 
of this kehillah and every kehillah, is 
that we all must know and internalize 
that we are not on our own. I thank 
you from the depths of my heart for 
all of your tefi llos. We have been so 
overwhelmingly touched by the out-
pouring of support and friendship 
from family, friends, and people who 
we don’t even know, who are expend-
ing so much effort to create z’chuyos 
on my behalf. We truly feel “Yisrael 

chad hu.” We are a family here and 
family cares about each other, dav-

ens for each other, shares simcha with 
each other, and, Rachmanah litzlan, 
hard times with each other. With that 
comforting knowledge, however, also 
comes an unbelievable achrayus. As 
members of this kehillah, we must do 
all that we can for each other, and we 
will be judged based upon the serious-
ness with which we take that respon-
sibility. I, as well as many others, am 
counting on your tefi llos, just as I am 
davening for each and every one of 
you and your families. For better or 
worse, we will either swim together 
or, chas v’shalom, sink together. This 

beis ha’knesses is our communal raft 
on the ocean that is our lives.

Right after I was diagnosed, I hap-
pened to stumble upon the famous 

story about a man who fell very ill and 
went to Rav Avigdor Miller, zt’l, for a 
berachah. Rav Miller asked the man if 
he gave the proper kavod to tefi llah 
in shul, to which the man answered 
yes. Then Rav Miller continued, and 
asked him if others in his shul were 
all giving the proper kavod to tefi l-

lah as well, to which he answered—
unfortunately, not all of them yet. 
The rav told him to leave his shul 
and begin davening elsewhere in a 
shul of mispallelim who understand 
the importance of tefi llah and act in 
kind. The man did so, and he mirac-
ulously recovered. I am not in a posi-
tion to give mussar and I certainly am 
not one who judges anybody. But I 
feel an achrayus to my fellow kehil-

lah members and now to myself, as 
well. We are a tzibbur, a team, a fam-
ily, and HaKadosh Baruch Hu views us 
that way. We are not a bunch of ran-
dom people who happen to daven in 
the same place for our own individ-
ual problems. We are viewed as one 
kehillah, and if any one of us does 
not treat tefi llah with the kavod that 
is required, that person, according to 
Rav Avigdor Miller, is devaluating and 
possibly negating his neighbors’ tefi l-

los. I know that this is an awesome 
responsibility none of us would like 
to play with.

Our very thoughtful president and 
gabbai encouraged me to speak today 
to create extra z’chuyos for myself. 
Their rationale was that being offi-
cially involved in more tzorchei tzib-

bur will provide me with additional 
shemirah. What kindness they have 

shown me. They understand that 
members of one kehillah are indeed 
family to each other, and they acted 
out of pure, genuine care and con-
cern.

When we embarked upon the con-
struction of our beis midrash, we had 
one objective in mind—to build a shul 
in our midst that would be at least 
as beautiful as the homes that sur-
round it, that would be a true haven 
for kiddush Hashem and kedushah, 
and that would be a place from which 
pure, genuine tefi llah and Torah ema-
nate. Baruch Hashem, with the help 
and generosity of all of you, we were 
able to build this binyan, which I do 
believe is undoubtedly magnifi cent. 
But have we indeed succeeded in our 
true endeavor? Our illustrious rav puts 
his heart and soul into always convey-
ing to us what our main purpose here 
is, because he understands its impor-
tance, and wants all the tefi llos gen-
erated from here to be accepted and 
pleasing in the eyes of the Borei Olam. 
But do we all do justice to this cause? 
Have we fulfi lled the shul’s true mis-
sion to be a mikdash me’at that was 
built to be mekadesh Shem Shamayim 

u’l’hagdil Torah u’lhaadirah?
Tefi llah, at its core, is about our fun-

damental relationship with our Father 
in heaven. We are given three formal 
opportunities a day to connect with 
Him. How seriously do we value those 
opportunities? Do we need to wait 
until, chas v’shalom, we really need 
Him to take tefi llah seriously? We 

TEFILLAH & KEHILLAH
Continued from Front Cover

Continued on Page 9
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need to develop the keen awareness 
that even in the good times He has to 
be standing with us for us to thrive, 
and through tefi llah we are afforded 
this precious chance to recognize all 
that He does for each and every one 
of us daily. When one is in my posi-
tion, trust me, you talk to Hashem all 
day. Every day. Begging. Pleading. Cry-
ing. Longing to be able to talk to Him 
again from a place of joy and peace.

What separates man from all other 
living beings is that he is a medaber; 
we have the power to speak and 
express our thoughts and emotions. 
However, we have to be careful to 
use our mouths appropriately. When 
we stand in this space during tefi l-

lah, this makom kadosh that was built 
with a lot of mesirus nefesh by many, 
do we really feel as if we are convers-
ing with our Father? If our father 
asked to speak or meet with us every 
day for our own benefi t, would we 
ever show up late? Would we ever let 
our attention wander or not look him 
in the eye? Would we talk to others 
instead of to him? What kind of kib-

bud av would that be and what kind 
of message would we be sending to 
our father? Unfortunately, my father 
is no longer alive, but what wouldn’t I 
give to have the opportunity to speak 
with him again as I did every day 
during his lifetime? Al achas kamma 

v’kamma how I should feel towards 
Avinu she’baShamayim, the Melech 

Malchei HaMelachim.

As I look around, I see all of you, 
my brothers, my family. I see those 
who are having diffi culty with parnas-

sah, challenges with their children, in 
need of shidduchim, in need of refuos, 
and the list goes on. I see those here 
that have had miraculous recoveries 
from many hardships—I am sure, due 
in no small part, to the fact that many 
of us came together, with a unifi ed 
voice, to speak to our Father during 
those times. Can we really afford to 
waste any tefi llah opportunity when 
so many here are counting on us?

No one can do it alone. As we begin 
Selichos tonight and approach this 
Rosh Hashanah, let us please, as a kehil-

lah, take it upon ourselves to use our 
time here in our beis midrash the way 
it was meant to be spent . . . with intro-
spection, with thought, with respect, 
with seriousness, and with the deep 
concern that I know each and every 
one of us has for one another. If we 
can accomplish that, I am confi dent 
that we can break the doors of Sha’arei 
Shamayim wide open, so that our col-
lective tefi llos will iy’H be heard and 
answered by HaKadosh Baruch Hu the 
way we want them to be—l’tov!

I will conclude with a berachah for 
the New Year. May we always be able 
to connect to Hashem through happi-
ness and may we never have to feel 
pain or desperation in order to pro-
pel us into heartfelt, genuine tefi l-

lah. Please, don’t waste our precious 
chances and please, let us not let each 
other down. Have a kesivah v’cha-

simah tovah and a gut gebentched 

yohr! 

TEFILLAH & KEHILLAH
Continued from Page 7
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result, it will be implemented over the 
next several months as U.S. policy on 
Iran.

The New York Times reported last 
week that the effort to have the Iran 
deal rejected was a significant defeat 
for AIPAC—the American-Israel Pub-
lic Affairs Committee. But was it 
really?

Israel’s prime minister lobbied the 
Congress hard to turn the deal down, 
but those efforts seem to have come 
up short—or did they?

The Israeli leadership is percep-
tive. They most likely knew that this 
effort was not going to be success-
ful. Why didn’t the prime minister 
pull back or at least go with the flow 
and make the best of a difficult situ-
ation? And why didn’t AIPAC do the 
same thing?

It now appears that although Israel 
knows that this full-court press in 
Congress would not turn things 
around for Israel on the Iran deal, 

there were numerous benefits to be 
reaped by continuing the struggle 
against the deal, with Prime Minister 
Netanyahu planning on speaking out 
forcefully against the nuclear agree-
ment when he speaks before the UN 
General Assembly later this month.

As things turn out, it seems that 
Israel might be in a much better posi-
tion strategically and diplomatically 
with the deal going forward than if it 
had been defeated in Congress. At the 
same time, the benefits would not be 
as copious had there not been orga-
nized and vehement opposition to 
the deal. AIPAC knew this, Netanyahu 
knew this, and many in the Republi-
can Party understand this to be the 
best way to proceed. In a sense, Mr. 
Obama may have gotten his way but 
he also may have been checkmated 
by Israel and her representatives here 
in the U.S.

On the surface, none of this makes 
sense. From the outside, it looks to 
many like Israel took a huge gamble 
in going up against Mr. Obama and 
lost. There should be repercussions 

and consequences for the position 
taken against the president. For now, 
it looks like Mr. Obama might be a 
little unnerved, but the diplomatic 
jockeying and the tradeoffs with sen-
ators for support for the deal will 
benefit the Jewish state beyond any-
one’s expectations.

That is, except for the New York 

Times, which relishes pronouncing 
a setback or defeat for Israel on its 
front page as often as possible. That 
is the nature of the critical but super-
ficial types of reporting that the 
Times specializes in, especially when 
it comes to Israel.

Now in the aftermath of the bat-
tle for the deal, it looks like the U.S. 
will have to compensate and build 
Israel’s defensive military arsenal to 
a much larger scale than if circum-
stances were different. In a sense, 
this is a win for all sides—at least 
temporarily. The president gets his 
lone foreign-policy achievement that 
will not be viewed as a novice’s error 
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until quite a few years from now, and 
though Israel opposed the achieve-
ment, the Jewish state has to receive 
a consolation gift in order to amelio-
rate the potential pain and suffering 
down the line.

The odd thing about all this contra-

dictory interplay is that the president 
has claimed all along that he had to 
take steps that endanger Israel and 
other Middle Eastern states in order 
to protect them. If we take a step 
back and try to analyze the Obama 
approach to international scoun-

drels like the Iranian leadership, it is 
an approach that while dangerous, is 
also somewhat refreshing.

This is aside from the worn-out 
phrase that “all options are still on 
the table,” which is supposed to mean 
that if all else fails, the U.S., Israel, or 
a combination thereof can still use 
utilize the military option that can 
set Iran back not just to a state worse 

than being ravaged by economic 
sanctions, but back to a previous cen-
tury and a condition they may never 
be able to recover from.

In a way, these possible scenarios 
or threats are a throwback to the Cold 
War between the U.S. and the Soviet 

Union, when the arms race was about 
which country could destroy the 
other hundreds of times. We all know 
that in reality, in a knockdown, drag-
out war, any country only needs to 
beat or destroy its opponents once—
that should do the trick.

In that vein, Mr. Obama presented 
his position by explaining that the 
Iran military budget is only $15 bil-
lion annually while that of Israel is 
several times more than that, and 
the U.S. military budget is hundreds 
of billions of dollars. In other words, 
this entire drama may be little more 
than something akin to a political 
election campaign where the candi-
date with the most money has the 
best chance to win.

So while the Times and other lib-
eral media are overjoyed that the 
effort of elements of the organized 
Jewish community were reversed, 
they may be greatly disappointed 
when they find out that defeat might 
have been the plan all along.
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assumed the pulpits at several of the 
leading shuls.

It is challenging and perhaps diffi-
cult enough to focus on what type of 
key message a spiritual leader feels 
he wants to communicate to his con-
gregation on Shabbos Shuvah—the 
Shabbos between Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur. These messages may set 
the tone and even establish a theme 
for the year ahead. All that is com-
pounded somewhat when you are 
new to a position and people are pay-
ing extra attention to what you say 
and possibly even the way you say it.

So, what are some of the new rab-
bis in the Five Towns thinking as 
Shabbos Shuvah and Yom Kippur 
are approaching? The three that we 
spoke to for this piece were Rabbi Uri 
Orlian, 40, at Congregation Shaaray 
Tefila in Lawrence; Rabbi Ephraim 
Polakoff, 30, the new rav at Con-
gregation Bais Tefila in Woodmere; 
and Rabbi Ya’akov Trump, 30, assis-

tant rabbi at the Young Israel of Law-
rence-Cedarhurst.

Rabbi Orlian says that he and his fam-
ily are overwhelmed with and exceed-
ingly grateful for the warm way they 
have been received in the community. 
For his fi rst Shabbos Shuvah message, 
he plans to focus on the classic theme 
of how an individual can fi nd his or her 
unique and special way and achieve 
one’s own true potential. He will tell his 
congregation that it is solely up to us 
as individuals to fi gure out the type of 
Jews we want to be—and perhaps even 
become in the year ahead—by endeav-
oring to improve both our daily tefi llah 
and study of Torah.

I asked the rabbi whether he thought 
that there was a “crisis in faith” in 
today’s communities, wherever they 
may be. He said that there certainly 
might be an existential threat to an 
extent, and added that there certainly 
are challenges—both personal and oth-
erwise—that people face today that can 
impact on their emunas Hashem. “We 
need to work on our own self-confi -
dence and our trust in Hashem,” Rabbi 
Orlian said.

Rabbi Orlian was retained by Shaaray 
Tefi la after an exhaustive search around 
the world for a new rav. The rabbi is 
engaging and personable, and the word 
is out that his shiurim and lectures are 
not to be missed.

While the key Shabbos Shuvah der-

ashah at the Young Israel of Law-
rence-Cedarhurst will be delivered by 
veteran rav Rabbi Moshe Teitelbaum, 
Rabbi Ya’akov Trump, the assistant 
rabbi, has over the last year or so won 
over the hearts and minds of many in 
the community.

Rabbi Trump advised us that the plan 
as of now is that he will assume the 
senior rabbinical position in approx-
imately four years, and Rabbi Teitel-
baum, who has served and led the shul 
in a most extraordinary fashion these 
last three decades, will assume the posi-
tion of rabbi emeritus at that time.

While the name Trump has domi-
nated the news this summer, I could not 
help but ask how a young Torah scholar 
born in Johannesburg, South Africa, and 
educated in Israel happens to have the 
same unusual last name as the leading 
candidate for the Republican nomina-
tion for president of the United States, 
business mogul and reality-TV star Don-
ald Trump.

It seems that for the time being, 
the more Mr. Netanyahu criticized 
the Iran deal, the more Mr. Obama 
has to do for Israel. That might only 
be part of the current strategy. The 
other aspect is that the more Israel is 
out there condemning and censuring 
the deal, the more difficult it is for 
the Obama administration to exact 
any retribution for being so overtly 
condemned by Israel and her repre-
sentatives.

It has been expected all along that 
Mr. Obama would wait until his last 
year in office in order to create addi-
tional international pressures and 
discomfort for the only true democ-
racy in a sea of dictatorships domi-
nated by violence and terror in the 
Middle East. That is just one of the 
oddities of what it means to be a Jew 
these days in this world.

This wild state of affairs is reminis-
cent of the outcome of the 1973 Yom 
Kippur War in which the Israeli Army 

had the Egyptians encircled and was 
ready to crush them if not for the 
intervention of President Nixon and 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger. In 
the aftermath of the lightning victory 
of the Six Day War in 1967, this was 
a hard fight for Israel that included 
large sacrifices in human life. It took 
three weeks for Israel to defeat the 
attacking armies of Egypt and Syria.

Still, Egypt observes the October 
War—as they call it—as a great vic-
tory marked by parades, pageantry, 
and fanfare. What are they celebrat-
ing exactly? They are celebrating the 
fact that it took them three weeks to 
be defeated instead of six days. The 
Arab world is a tough place in which 
to find things to celebrate, especially 
in these tumultuous times. So now, 
in a way, it is Israel’s turn to take a 
chapter out of that book and cele-
brate defeat—a loss that, in the end, 
will be looked upon as a victory after 
all. 

Comments for Larry Gordon are welcome at 

editor@5tjt.com.
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The rabbi assures me that there is 
no familial relationship and while it 
is somewhat of an uncommon name, 
he does know other families with the 
name Trump, and they are an Ortho-
dox Jewish family in England.

He will not be delivering the spe-
cifi c annual derashah this Shabbos 
but is planning or perhaps has already 
delivered a series of shiurim on the 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
theme. One of those themes he plans 
to focus on deals with judgment and 
how it is determined.

He says that he wants his message 
to be concentrated on our ability to 
play not just a central but a determin-
ing role in our Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur judgment. It is we who 
have the ability to place ourselves 
in a position that can result in favor-
able judgment. In other words, Rabbi 
Trump is saying, we can determine 
our own destiny.

He points out four words that we 
recite thrice daily, to which we may 
not pay as much attention as we 
should. The words in the Shemoneh 
Esreih that we recite at Shacharis, 
Minchah, and Ma’ariv are close to the 
very top of the silent central prayer. 
The words he is referencing are, “Mel-

ech, Ozer, U’moshia, U’magen.” These 
four words, Rabbi Trump says, repre-
sent the multiple choice version of 
how the individual views his or her 
relationship or position vis-à-vis G-d 
Al-mighty.

He explains that it is our choice. Do 
you want Hashem to be your King/
Melech? If you do, that is all fi ne and 
good, but a King is usually there and 
you are here. A king issues orders and 
you must follow those directives. If 
He is your Ozer, your Helper, then you 
are again calling on Him on a condi-
tional basis, which is when you might 
have a particularly pressing need that 
you do not have on usual or routine 
days.

If Hashem is your Moshia, your sav-
ior, again it is a relationship along 
those same lines. It is only when he is 

Magen—your shield—that that there 
is an uninterrupted and ceaseless 
nature to the connection between you 
and HaKadosh Baruch Hu. This is the 
highest level we can hope to achieve, 
Rabbi Trump says, an around-the-

clock, year-round Divine protection.
It is only a few weeks since Rabbi 

Ephraim Polakoff assumed his new 
position at Congregation Bais Tefila 
in Woodmere. Rabbi Polakoff is from 
a prestigious rabbinical family with 
his father, Rabbi Dale Polakoff, the 
rav at the Great Neck Synagogue for 
many years. Prior to his arrival in 
Woodmere, Rabbi Polakoff served 
as the assistant rabbi at the Young 

Israel of Staten Island for two years 
and then at the Young Israel of Long 
Beach, also for two years.

For his fi rst Shabbos Shuvah der-

ashah this Shabbos, Rabbi Polakoff 
plans to discuss the fascinating issue 

that Judaism does not pay that much 
attention to—the matter of bowing 
during our Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur services.

The rabbi says that we bow down 
the way we do in a way that the mod-
ern world only identifi es with other 
religions. Both on Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur, we practically fall to the 
fl oor in a bowing motion during cer-
tain parts of the service. The rabbi 

explains that the simple explanation 
for that is that this is the way the ser-
vices were conducted during ancient 
Temple times. Rabbi Polakoff says 
that he also plans to address the issue 
of teshuvah and humility.

As far as addressing community 
issues, it sounds like Rabbi Polakoff 
was talking for all three new young 
rabbinical talents when asked that 
question. “I’m new in town,” he said. 

Comments for Larry Gordon are welcome at 

editor@5tjt.com.

We have the ability to place 
ourselves in a position that can 
result in favorable judgment.

Rabbi Uri Orlian
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Rav Hershel Schachter, a leading hala-

chic posek and a champion of the rights 
of agunos, had voiced serious dissent 
against what he sees as radically innova-
tive methods propounded by the Inter-
national Beis Din established by Rabbi 
Simcha Krauss.

The approach, in essence, creates 
annulments by unilaterally dissolving 
marriages by a light investigation where 
the three members of the beis din deter-
mine that there were never valid wit-
nesses in the fi rst place.

This author further pointed out that 
ultimately the “annulment approach” to 
resolving the agunah crisis would both 
create pariah status for the descendants 
of those who received IBD annulments 
as well as cause a marriage rift in Ortho-
dox Judaism. I presented the argument 
that we must certainly address the agu-

nah crisis, but not at this double cost of 
making these young women and their 
children pariahs and of causing a rift 
within Klal Yisrael where people will 
not marry into them.

Update
Since then, the Five Towns Jewish 

Times has obtained specifi c rulings 
that have emanated from the IBD. It 
seems that the IBD has thus far issued 
annulments to seven women. The 5TJT 
has seen the alleged arguments for 
three of these rulings. Essentially, the 
IBD views videotapes of the weddings 
and seeing no witnesses standing in 
the front, assumes that there were 
no previously specifi ed witnesses 
in the audience and thus annuls the 
marriages. They also assume incom-
petence on behalf of the offi ciating 
rabbi, an assumption that is, at best, 
halachically questionable.

Initially, the IBD claimed that they 
would have full transparency in 
regard to all their annulments. Unfor-
tunately, the rulings were never made 
public, even though a full seven annul-
ments have been issued. Only after 
pressure has some of the information 
been released.

Further clarifi cations have also 
revealed that Rav Zalman Nechemiah 
Goldberg had never backed the IBD 
initiative. Previously it was reported 

that he had initially supported the 
idea but backed away. It seems that 
this is entirely incorrect. Inquiries 
have revealed that Rav Goldberg had 
never backed the IBD initiative in any 
manner.

It was also claimed by supporters 
of the IBD that Rav Hershel Schachter 
had made a deal that he would not 
come out against the IBD and had 
reneged on this arrangement. This 
too, has proven to be entirely unver-
ifi able. Rav Schachter had only met 
with Rabbi Krauss in June 2015 at 
Rabbi Krauss’s initiative. The meet-
ing was held at Yeshiva University and 
no such “deal” or conversation took 
place. There was no other communi-
cation between the two or their rep-
resentatives.

Because of Rav Schachter’s dissent, 
100 rabbis have signed on to attack 
Rav Schachter’s position. A good many 
of these signatures are from rab-
bis who are simply not on the same 
page as most Orthodox rabbis. They 
have taken the most radical positions 
on issues of Biblical criticism, chang-
ing the formulation of blessings insti-

tuted by the Men of the Great Assem-
bly, recognizing marriages that the 
Torah clearly prohibits, and engaging 
in interfaith activities that are clearly 
forbidden by halachah.

There have also been several Face-
book campaigns subtly attacking 
Rav Schachter. One such campaign is 
titled, “I stand with the IBD. Say yes to 
halachic civility.” The campaign essen-
tially labels Rav Schachter as being 
uncivil in espousing his halachic posi-
tions.

On a fi nal note, it is disconcerting 
that the voice of the yeshiva commu-
nity has not been heard as of yet on 
a matter that can affect the future of 
Klal Yisrael. This author has no doubt 
that in the coming weeks or months 
such statements will be issued. What 
is disconcerting is that the yeshiva 
community still takes signifi cant time 
to react to important issues.

Below is a back-and-forth corre-
spondence between this author and 
the dean of Chovevei Torah regarding 
the possible rift and the pariah status 
of IBD annulments.

Dear Rabbi Hoffman,

The one thing I would most strongly 
disagree with is that when the IBD 
releases these agunot, they or their 
children will be pariahs. To the con-
trary, well over 100—and maybe hun-
dreds—of Orthodox rabbis will be 
competing to offi ciate at their wed-
dings. And all the girls or boys they 
meet, while perhaps getting a thumbs 
down from their shul rabbi (who may 
be centrist or chareidi), will fi nd many 
Orthodox rabbis that will approve of 
the shidduch. And the families will all 
go to these weddings, and the friends 
of families will all go . . .  No split in 
sight as long as rabbis will do the wed-
dings.

Also, the letter is not denouncing 
Rabbi Hershel Schachter, just support-
ing Rav Krauss.

Gmar Chatimah Tovah and Yasher 

Koach on Your Writing,

Asher Lopatin

HALACHIC MUSINGS
Continued from Front Cover

‘Open Orthodoxy’ Rabbi Asher Lopatin
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Dear Rabbi Lopatin,

Thanks for your response. I do not 
know of anyone in the yeshiva com-
munity who would marry a child from 
such an annulment. The yeshiva world 
and community is not an insignifi -
cant section of Klal Yisrael. What this 
is doing is ensuring that people from 
a Modern Orthodox background not 
marry into families with a yeshiva 
background—and that would be a ter-
rible, terrible shame.

Yair Hoffman

Dear Rabbi Hoffman,

They will all come to the weddings, 
and if they can fi nd an Orthodox rabbi 
who gives a thumbs up, they will 
marry them. Rabbis even in the yeshi-

vishe velt are losing control—for bet-
ter or for worse.

Asher Lopatin

Dear Rabbi Lopatin,

Thank you for your response and 
wishing you a kesivah v’chasimah 

tovah as well.
Regarding the issue of annulments 

of Jewish weddings, I am sorry to have 
to point this out, but we cannot just 
“will away” an issue just because we 
don’t like the implications of a very 
valid point. There is a clear and pres-
ent problem here, in regard to the cre-
ation of a rift. It has nothing to do 
with whether a rabbi would be will-
ing to marry them. Of course you will 
fi nd “orthodox rabbis” willing to marry 
them. There are Orthodox rabbis that 
will do anything, as one can see from a 
cursory glance of headlines in the past 
few months.

My point is that the annulment game 
has already created a situation where 
no one from a yeshiva background 
would wish to date girls or their chil-
dren when they have received annul-
ments. Our well-placed rachmanus for 
the agunah will create a horrifi c situa-
tion for her post-annulment child if we 
adopt the annulment system—no ifs, 
ands, or buts. It already has. Certainly 
Rabbi Krauss does not have a bet-
ter reputation than Rav Moshe Fein-
stein, zt’l’s own grandchild. Yet he has 
given annulments and no one from the 
yeshiva world or the chassidish world 
will date these girls.

Although you write, “They will all 

come” and “They will marry them,” I 
believe this is either head-in-the-sand 
thinking or that you are completely 
unaware of an entire demographic of 
Jews.

Denying a problem will not make it 
go away.

There are entire zip codes where the 
residents are as likely to marry a girl 
with an IBD annulment as they are 
likely to eat lobster or shrimp. Example 
zip codes are 08701, 11249, 11219, 10952, 

just to name a few. Think of Madison 
Square Garden’s siyum haShas, Rabbi 
Lopatin. Do you really think that there 
is one, even one, attendee who would 
have his child marry a girl or boy 
whose mother did not receive a get but 
had an annulment?

It is all very well and good to try 
to solve one problem, but creating a 
much larger problem by trying to solve 
another problem is short-sighted and 
very damaging. 

With due respect, I submit that your 
response indicates a similar unaware-
ness as to where the chassidic, the yeshi-

vish, and the chareidi world is holding. 
They will not marry these children and 
will consider them mamzerim.

Don’t get me wrong. We need a solu-
tion to the agunah dilemma. But it has 
to be one that does not create larger 
problems. And we cannot pretend that 

this rift will not happen. If you put a 
world-class hechsher on pork rinds, 
Klal Yisrael will not eat the pork rinds; 
they will throw out the world-class 
hechsher.

Moshe Montefi ore once tried to 
enter Har HaBayis in a carefully con-
structed box that allegedly would 

make it as if he wasn’t actually enter-
ing Har HaBayis. They stoned him.

Wishing you a gut Shabbos and a gut 

gebentched year,
Yair Hoffman

Dear Rabbi Hoffman,

I’m listening, I take what you say 
seriously, but I don’t agree. And that’s 
for the record!

A gut yohr—in all the zip codes!
Asher

The author can be reached at 

Yairhoffman2@gmail.com.
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her side she argues the law; when an 
attorney has the facts on his side, he 
argues the facts; and when an attorney 
has neither, he just argues. We have to 
ask ourselves, attorneys and non-attor-
neys alike, how often we argue just to 
argue. How often do we assert ourselves 
just because we want to be right or have 
the last word?

This time of year it is customary to 
wish our relatives and friends well and 
bid them good wishes for the New Year 
that include health, prosperity, and 
peace. But what do we really mean? 
How far are we willing to extend our-
selves for peace?

Back in the day, the contestants at 
every beauty pageant would wish for 
“world peace.” When we wish some-
one “peace” in the upcoming year, is 
our wish just as canned? It is not that 
I doubt the contestants really wanted 
world peace, but rather that they 
had given any thought to what that 
entailed. Did they have a game plan, a 
course of action? I am going to go out 
on a limb and say that we are living in 
a time where a blessing for world peace 
is necessary and universally recognized. 
Given the state of world affairs from 
civil wars, ISIS, and the Iranian threat, 
to name just a few, we all need to dedi-
cate much of our tefi llot to world peace. 
Not as widely recognized and prayed for 
are the more personal matters of tur-
moil and strife affecting others among 
us. It is the peace in our homes and fam-
ilies that I wish to explore.

Though it sounds counterintuitive, 
one of the compelling reasons for a 
couple to sign a halachic prenuptial 
agreement is as a token of love and 
of mutual respect. You might wonder 
how signing a document discussing 
the possible disintegration of a mar-
riage has anything to do with love and 
respect. The reality is that when a cou-
ple signs such an agreement, they are 
pledging to respect each other even 
when they are in the worst of times. 
They are proclaiming that even if their 
marriage is not successful, they will 
still respect each other enough to let 
go amicably.

Unfortunately, the most painful tur-
moil is often felt when a marriage disin-
tegrates, when those who once pledged 
their love and commitment to one 
another fi nd that they can no longer be 
married. This article does not address 
the precipitating reasons for a divorce 
but rather the course that is taken once 
the serious decision has been made 
to divorce. So, what becomes of our 
wishes for peace? When parties can no 
longer remain married, there are peace-
ful ways to navigate the diffi cult pro-
cess of divorce.

An important lesson that we try to 
impart to our children is that you don’t 
have to bring someone else down in 
order to raise yourself up. The same 
concept is applicable here. If parties 
choose to mediate their divorce, medi-
ation with a trained and experienced 
individual who has a good track record 
settling cases can help two people sep-
arate in a way that will build bridges to 
the future and not tear them down. We 
teach our children to be problem-solv-
ers, to see solutions and not just prob-
lems. There is no one who knows your 
fi nancial, psychological, religious, and 
emotional needs the way that you do. 

So ultimately, with the help of a skilled 
and trained professional to guide you 
through the process, you are able to 
problem-solve. What people fail to 
understand is that when a matter is put 
in the hands of the court, it is put in 
the court’s sole discretion. A judge who 
does not know you or your children 
will make important decisions regard-
ing the rest of your life.

When two people have children 
together, they will always be a part 
of each other’s lives. It will be neces-
sary for them to communicate regard-

ing decisions large and small. They will 
need to discuss everything—whether a 
child’s homework has been completed 
prior to making a parenting switch, 
how to treat a major illness, and every-
thing in between. The parents will see 
each other at birthday parties, Chumash

plays, parent-teacher conferences, wed-
dings, events for their grandchildren, 
etc. Given the inevitable involvement 
in each other’s lives, it is to everyone’s 
benefi t that a parting of ways be as ami-
cable as possible.

If people are willing to put peace 
above all else and begin to recognize 
that disdain and pettiness are just an 
expression of our hurt during a most 
challenging time, then families would 
weather a diffi cult time in their lives 
better and the outcome would be stron-
ger with a more collaborative future.

In the coming year, we wish you and 
your loved ones health and prosper-
ity. May your burdens be lessened and 
may HaKadosh Baruch Hu grant you the 
strength to choose peace over pettiness 
and respect over disdain. 

Esther Schonfeld, Esq., and Rachel Marks, Esq., 

are associated with the law fi rm of  Schonfeld 

& Goldring, LLP, with offi ces located at 112 

Spruce Street, Suite A, Cedarhurst, NY 11516. 

Schonfeld & Goldring, LLP limits its practice 

to divorce law, family law, and matrimonial 

law in both secular court and rabbinical courts. 

The law fi rm represents clients located in the 

fi ve boroughs, Nassau, Suffolk, Westchester, 

and Rockland Counties in all aspects of family 

and matrimonial law with resolution through 

litigation, mediation, and collaborative law. 

Ms. Schonfeld, also a trained mediator, is a 

member of the NY State Council on Divorce 

Mediation. The authors can be reached at 516-

569-5001 or at www.SchonfeldandGoldring.com.

They are pledging to respect 
each other even when they are 

in the worst of times.

MEDIATION
Continued from Front Cover



195 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES          September 18, 2015

Jerusalem Resident Killed 

In Rock Attack On Rosh Hashanah

B Y  J O N A T H A N  B E N E D E K

Alexander Levlovitz, the Israeli who 
was killed in a rock attack on his car on 
Rosh Hashanah, was buried on Wednes-

day, September 16. Hundreds, including 
his shocked family members, attended 
his funeral, where he was eulogized by 
his children, Nir and Maya.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu addressed the stone-throwing 
incident, saying that the stone-throw-
ers do not differentiate between their 
victims. “The stone does not distin-
guish between a car hit here, in which 
an Israeli citizen was killed, and a rock 
thrown within the Green Line,” said the 
prime minister in the Jerusalem neigh-
borhood of Armon Hanetziv, the area 
where the attack took place.

Levlovitz, 64, was driving home from a 
Jewish New Year dinner on Sunday eve-
ning, September 13, in Armon Hanetziv, 
which is located south of the Old City 
next to some Arab neighborhoods. The 
victim’s car was struck by stones thrown 
by Arab youths, causing him to lose 
control of the vehicle. Levlovitz passed 
away shortly thereafter, having suffered 
wounds and an apparent heart attack.

Following a surge of violence in Jeru-
salem over the past few months, Prime 
Minister Netanyahu toured Israel’s cap-

ital Wednesday morning with Public 
Security Minister Gilad Erdan, Trans-
portation and Road Safety Minister 
Yisrael Katz, and Jerusalem Mayor Nir 
Barkat. During the tour, Netanyahu 
announced that Israel was making 
changes in its engagement policy with 
rock-throwers.

“We are changing policy,” Netanyahu 
stated. “The present situation is unac-
ceptable and we intend to provide sol-
diers and police offi cers with the tools 
necessary to act fi rmly against those 
who throw stones and fi rebombs.”

Included in the policy changes are 
methods of engagement and penalties 
with rock throwers. “We are also going 
to adopt changes in the rules of engage-
ment and for minimum sentences 
on those who throw stones and fi re-
bombs,” Netanyahu explained. “In addi-
tion, we will massively increase fi nes 
for minors and their families to create 
deterrence there as well.”

“This stone is one too many,” Net-
anyahu said referring to the stones 
thrown at Levlovitz’s car. “We are declar-
ing war on those who throw stones and 
bottles, and rioters.” (Tazpit) 

“We are 
changing 

policy. The 
present 

situation is 
unacceptable.”
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Soaring To The Heavens, 

Yom-Kippur Style

B Y  S A N D Y  E L L E R

Eve of 11 Tishrei 5774—Today I was 
an angel. Not for the whole day, maybe 
not even for an entire hour, but there 
were moments today when I managed 
to somehow rise to a level that I didn’t 
even know existed. It was easier today 
than most days, because today was Yom 
Kippur.

I confess that while there are peo-
ple who look forward to Rosh Hasha-
nah and Yom Kippur, those days fi ll me 
with dread. I am working on that—I 
know it isn’t a good thing. I don’t mind 
the long hours in shul, the davening that 
sometimes seem endless. I mind hav-
ing to take responsibility for the count-
less times over the past 12 months when 
I have messed up, whether intentionally 
or totally by accident. I wish I could pre-
tend that I were a better person and that 
those misdeeds never occurred, but it 
just isn’t true.

Yet a funny thing happens when Rosh 
Hashanah rolls around. You are standing 
in shul, and if you are lucky, you are lis-
tening to a great ba’al tefi llah who really 
gets you to connect with the words you 
are saying. Suddenly, you aren’t utter-
ing words while thinking something 
completely different. Your mind and 
your mouth are working together and, 
with the help of a really beautiful nig-

gun, everything clicks. There is noth-
ing in your head except the davening 

and the words you are saying, and for 
just an instant, the world drops away 
and you realize that your body and your 
neshamah are totally in tune with each 
other.

I was struck by an epiphany on Rosh 
Hashanah this year, one that seems so 
obvious, I don’t know why it took me 
so many years to fi gure it out. Standing 
in shul, holding my two-week-old grand-

son, it struck me that I was singing a nig-

gun that my grandparents probably sang 
in Europe as well, and here I was, singing 
it to their great-great-grandson. It should 
come to me as no surprise that I am a 
link in a very long chain that is baruch 

Hashem continuing to grow; but at that 
moment, I really understood for the fi rst 
time how all that we do and all that we 
are is centuries old, and we continue to 
pass that on to the next generation, so 
that one day they can transmit that same 
mesorah to their grandkids.

In another awesome moment, I got to 
be the fi rst person to whisper the words 

“Yehei Shmei Rabbah” in my grandson’s 
ears. He will hear those words innumera-
ble times throughout his life, but the fi rst 
time he heard them was from me. Call 
me crazy, but as long as they are clean 
and well-behaved, I believe in bringing 
babies to shul. Let them hear the words 
of Kaddish and Kedushah from their ear-
liest days so that it becomes part of who 
they are. Handing my new grandson to 
my son-in-law so that he could take the 
baby under his tallis during duchaning 
for the fi rst time in his life as a father? 
Also a moment that ranks up there as 
something I don’t ever want to forget.

I woke up erev Yom Kippur with a 
sense of dread. This is it. No more stall-
ing. No more playing around. It’s time to 
face the music.

But when the music came, in the 
form of Kol Nidrei and all the other tefi l-

los, I discovered something incredible. 
The opportunity to take responsibility 
for our actions on an annual basis—to 
check in with G-d, ask his forgiveness, 
reevaluate our priorities, beg for mercy, 
place our requests, and think about what 
we are going to do to become a better 
person—is an incredible gift. The idea 
that once a year, we get to stop, take 

responsibility for our misdeeds, learn 
from them, and then start fresh may be 
frightening and may leave some pages in 
my Machzor slightly damp, but it gives 
us the chance to leave everything behind 
and really connect with the One Above.

Somewhere along the way, I realized 
that while davening normally doesn’t 
come easily to me and concentration 
is beyond elusive, on Yom Kippur it is 
effortless. We are intensely focused on 
only one thing: connecting with G-d. 
And in those moments, when we alter-
nate between asking for forgiveness, 
acknowledging the majesty of Hashem, 
and davening for ourselves, our family 
members, our friends, relatives, and even 
total strangers, there is nothing between 
us and our Siddurim. We are completely 
and totally in sync. By the time we were 
midway through Ne’ilah, reciting the Yud 

Gimmel Middos again and again, I could 
have sworn that, much like when Doro-
thy’s house is lifted by the twister in the 
Wizard of Oz, our entire shul was no lon-
ger tethered to the ground but was air-
borne, making its way higher and higher 
in the heavenly realms as we chanted 
the age-old words again and again.

I know that when I pick up my Sid-

dur to daven tomorrow, marshaling my 
thoughts in the right direction is going 
to be a challenge, one I have yet to con-
quer.

But today, just for a few hours, buoyed 
by the kedushah of the holiest day of the 
year, I was an angel. 

Sandy Eller is a freelance writer who writes for 

numerous websites, newspapers, magazines, 

and private clients. She can be contacted at 

sandyeller1@gmail.com.

I realized that while davening 
normally doesn’t come easily to 

me, on Yom Kippur it is effortless.
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Pursue Peace
B Y  F I V E  T O W N S  M A R R I A G E  I N I T I A T I V E

Moshe Rabbeinu went from tent to 
tent in the encampment of the Jew-
ish nation, speaking words of peace 
to the families in each tent. The Kli 

Yakar explains that because one is 
required to seek and pursue peace, it 
is unlike other commandments. With 
respect to other commandments, 
such as tzitzis, mezuzah, or challah, 
we are obligated to fulfill these mitz-

vos as we come across them, but we 
aren’t asked to actively seek these 
opportunities. 

Bringing peace between man and 
his fellow helps to facilitate repen-
tance, which brings peace between 
man and his Creator. In some situa-
tions, a person might not realize that 
he is doing something wrong, but an 
objective outsider may be able to put 
the matter in perspective and guide 
him towards a peaceful resolution.

Another reason we are exhorted to 
actively pursue peace is our respon-
sibility for one another. In this vein, 
our Sages teach us that repentance 
is so great that one person who 
repents can cause Hashem to forgive 
him and the entire world along with 
him. When we are at peace with each 
other, we forge a double connection: 
we demonstrate our responsibility to 
our fellow Jews, and we also enable 
repentance and forgiveness. Both 
aspects lead to the ultimate peace—
between man and his Creator.

Opportunities to actively pur-
sue peace are within our reach on 
a daily basis. Each time we come 
home at the end of a long day, we 
have an opportunity to actively pur-
sue peace with our spouses. We can 
choose to say something kind or, if 
we aren’t careful, to complain. In 
each conversation with our spouses, 
we can choose peace, starting the 
conversation with a nice word or a 
compliment. Every interaction with 
our spouses throughout the day is 
a chance to fulfill this unique com-
mandment of pursuing peace, which 
should be the cornerstone of a Jew-
ish home.

The major defining criterion of 
the home is referred to as “shalom

bayis,” or “a house at peace.” Clearly 
we don’t mean that the walls of the 
home must be at peace with each 

other; it’s the couple living in the 
home who must live harmoniously. 
The husband and wife set the tone in 

their home. When there is peace, all 
those living in the house can sense 
it, allowing them to go calmly about 

their day. When there is strife, anger, 
and discord, everyone in the house 
walks around on tiptoes, fearful of 
setting off trouble. Everyone feels 
tense and nervous when the lack of 
peace between a couple permeates 
the whole atmosphere of the home.

Marriage cannot remain in stagna-
tion. We are either heading towards 
harmony or we are heading towards 
strife and discord. With every interac-
tion, we must choose harmony, sha-

lom bayis. We need to actively pursue 
peace if we hope to truly attain and 
maintain it. May we have much suc-
cess in creating a harmonious envi-

ronment together with our spouses 
and work ever harder this year to 
make peace our reality! 

Five Towns Marriage Initiative provides 

educational programs, workshops, and referrals 

to top marriage therapists. FTMI will help 

offset counseling costs when necessary and also 

runs an anonymous shalom bayis hotline for 

the entire community Sunday, Tuesday, and 

Thursday evenings, 10:00–11:00 p.m. For the 

hotline or for more information, call 516-430-

5280 or e-mail dsgarry@msn.com.

When there is peace, all those 
living in the house can sense it.
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From The Chassidic Masters:

Passive Labor
One of the greatest paradoxes of a life 

of faith concerns the need to work for a 
living. If G-d is the source of all blessings, 
why toil to earn a livelihood? And if we 
do work, how can we avoid the thought 
that it is our labor alone that produces 
material results? We seem torn between 
absolute passivity and the denial of G-d’s 
involvement in the world.

Thus the believer engages in what can 
be termed “passive labor.” In the open-
ing verses of Parashas Vayakheil, Moshe 
instructs the people of Israel: Six days 

shall work be done; but on the seventh day 

there shall be to you a holy day, a Sabbath 

of Sabbaths to G-d . . .

Not “Six days shall you work,” but “Six 

days shall work be done.” The passive 
form suggests that even during the week’s 
six workdays, when the Jew is permitted 
and obligated to work, he should be occu-
pied, but not preoccupied by his material 
endeavors.

This is how Chassidic teaching inter-
prets the verse (Tehillim 128:2), “If you will 
eat the labor of your hands, you will be 
happy and it will be well with you.” What 
King David is implying, say the Chas-
sidic masters, is that the labor in which 
a person engages for his material needs 
(so that “you will eat”) should be only 
“of your hands”—an activity of the outer 
man, not an inward involvement. One’s 
“hands” and “feet” should attend to one’s 

material endeavors, while one’s thoughts 
and feelings remain bound up with G-dly 
things. This is the same concept as that 
implied by the verse, “Six days shall work 
be done.” One does not do the work; it is 
“done,” as if of its own accord. The heart 
and mind are elsewhere, and only the per-
son’s practical faculties are engaged in the 
work.

The Jew works not to “make a living,” 
but only to fashion a k’li (“vessel”) to 
receive G-d’s blessings. This is what the 
Torah means when it says, “And the L-rd 
your G-d will bless you in all that you do.” 
Man is not sustained by his own efforts, 
but through G-d’s blessing; it is only that 
G-d desires that His blessing should real-
ize itself in and through “all that you do.” 
Man’s work merely provides a natural 
channel for the Divine blessing of suste-
nance, and man must at all times remem-
ber that it is no more than a channel. 
Though his hands prepare the channel, 
his mind and heart must remain focused 
on the source of the blessing.

The Chassidic masters take this a step 
further. In truth, they say, man should 
really not be allowed to work at all. For 
of G-d it is said, “I fi ll the heavens and 

the earth,” and “The whole earth is full 
of His glory.” The proper response to the 
ever-present nature of G-d would be to 
stand in absolute passivity. To do other-
wise would be to be guilty of what the 
Talmud calls “making gestures before the 
king.” If a person standing in the pres-
ence of a king were to do anything other 
than devote his attention to the king, he 
would surely forfeit his life. So it is only 
because the Torah itself permits, indeed 
commands, “Six days shall work be done” 
and “The L-rd your G-d will bless you in all 
that you do,” that work is permissible and 
desirable. But to go beyond the level of 
involvement sanctioned by the Torah—
beyond the “passive labor” of making a 
“vessel”—that would be, in the fi rst place, 
to show a lack of faith that human sus-
tenance comes from G-d; and secondly, 
it would be “making gestures before the 
king”—an act of rebellion in the face of 
G-d.

The Double Shabbos
This explains the phrase “Shabbos Shab-

boson”—“a Sabbath of Sabbaths”—used 
by Moshe in the above verses. Shabbos 
is not a day of rest following six days of 
active labor. Rather, it is a “Sabbath of Sab-
baths,” a Shabbos following six days that 
are themselves “sabbaths” of sorts—days 
of passive labor, in which one’s work only 
engages one’s external self, with the true 
focus of one’s attention in a higher place.

Indeed, a true day of rest can only be 
one that follows such a week. Citing the 
verse “Six days you shall labor, and do all

your work,” the Sages say: “On the Shab-
bos, a person should regard himself as if 
all his work were complete.” This is true 
rest—rest in which one is utterly free of 
all workday concerns. If, however, during 
the six days a person had been preoccu-

pied with material concerns, on the sev-
enth day anxieties will invade him; even 
if his body ceases work, his mind would 
not be at rest. On the other hand, if he 
has given his work its proper place during 
the week, the light of Shabbos will illumi-
nate him, and it will be Shabbos Shabbo-

son—a Shabbos twice over. For Shabbos 
will then permeate his whole week, and 
when the day itself arrives it will have a 
double sanctity.

The Day After Yom Kippur 
This also explains the context in which 

Moshe addresses the above verses to the 
assembled congregation of Israel.

Our Sages elaborate on how the build-
ing of the Mishkan (Tabernacle) atoned 
for and rectifi ed the sin of the Golden 
Calf. Ostensibly similar (both the Calf 
and the Mishkan were a “consecration” 
of physical matter, particularly gold), the 
Mishkan was, in truth, the very opposite 
of the Calf: the Golden Calf was a deifi -
cation of the material, while the Mishkan
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was a subjugation of the material to serve 
the Divine. So on the day after the fi rst 
Yom Kippur, immediately following G-d’s 
full forgiveness of Israel’s sin, Moshe con-
veyed G-d’s instructions to the people 
to build Him a “dwelling place” in their 
midst; that very day, the people donated 
their gold, silver, and copper to the mak-
ing of the Mishkan.

First, however, Moshe gathered the 
people of Israel and commanded them in 
G-d’s name: “Six days shall work be done; 
but on the seventh day there shall be to 
you a holy day, a Sabbath of Sabbaths to 
G-d . .  .” This implies that, like the Mish-

kan, this commandment is a refutation 
of, and atonement for, the sin of idolatry.

Rambam traces the origins of idolatry 
to the fact that Divine providence is chan-
neled through natural forces and objects. 
The original idolaters recognized that the 
sun, moon, and stars derived their power 
to nourish the earth from G-d, yet they 
attached Divine signifi cance to them. 
Their error was to regard them as objects 
of worship, whereas they are no more 
than the instruments of G-d, like “an ax in 

the hands of the hewer.”
In a certain sense, the excessive preoc-

cupation with business and the material 
world is also a form of idolatry. For this, 
too, involves the error of attaching signif-
icance to what is no more than a vessel or 
channel of Divine blessing. The material-
ist’s preoccupation with material things is 
a form of bowing the head, of misplaced 
worship. Only when a person sees his 
workday effort for what it truly is—a way 
of creating a natural channel for the bless-

ings of G-d—will his work take the pas-
sive form and the focus of his thoughts 
be on G-d alone.

This is how idolatry—whether in its 
overt or its more subtle forms—is atoned 
for. Six days of passive work—in the sense 
of mental detachment and the realization 
that human work is only an instrument 
of G-d—culminating in and inspired by a 
“Sabbath of Sabbaths” that focuses utterly 
on the source of our blessings are the cor-
rective for and the denial of the instincts 
of idolatry. 

Excerpted from Torah Studies (Kehot 1986), an 

adaptation of the Lubavitcher Rebbe’s talks 

by Britain’s Chief Rabbi, Dr. Jonathan Sacks. 

Visit www.chabad.org/parshah for more Torah 

articles for the whole family.

It is only because the Torah 
commands “Six days shall work 
be done” that work is desirable.

CHASSIDIC MASTERS
Continued from Page 22

An Enchanted Evening: 

Haym Salomon Celebrates 

New Rehab Center
B Y  R O C H E L L E  M A R U C H  M I L L E R

It was the perfect culmination of a 
gorgeous summer: a lavish red-carpet 
event held at the magnifi cent new pent-
house of the Haym Salomon Home for 
Nursing and Rehabilitation. On that 

enchanted evening, over 350 elected 
offi cials, community leaders, hospital 
executives, directors, case managers, 
and members of the media gathered to 
celebrate the unveiling of the spectacu-
lar all-new Grandview Pavilion Rehabil-
itation Center.

Located on the eighth fl oor of 
the acclaimed Brooklyn facility, the 
expansive addition is magnifi cent in 
both style and size. Featuring breath-
taking ocean views, residents will be 

able to rehabilitate in tranquil set-
tings while enjoying the high stan-
dards of care that have earned Haym 
Salomon its well-deserved reputation 
for excellence.

Continued on Page 26
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Guests at the event, held on Tues-
day, September 8, enjoyed a sumptu-
ous fi ve-star buffet, an open bar with 
white-glove service, and elegant mono-
grammed giveaways.

The upscale evening began with a 
cocktail reception followed by an offi -
cial ribbon-cutting. Among the pro-
gram’s highlights were opening remarks 
by facility co-owner Olga Lipschitz, who 
delivered a powerful speech about her 
aspirations for Haym Salomon, and 
Rabbi Jonathan Rietti, who, in a nod to 
the stunning vistas of the beautiful new 
pavilion, discussed the importance of 
living in the moment and enjoying the 
blessings surrounding us daily.

Guests also enjoyed a full array of fi rst-

rate entertainment, including a reenact-
ment of Haym Salomon’s pre-Revolu-
tionary War era, a strolling magician, a 
60-second novelist, and an exciting con-
test held on the facility’s new social-me-
dia pages, featuring high-end electronic 
prizes. A Donald Trump impersonator 
had the crowd mesmerized and, as a 
“master builder,” he gave his stamp of 
approval.

New York State Assemblyman Bill 
Colton praised Haym Salomon for 
its many years of service and noted 
that the new pavilion would further 
enhance the experience for residents at 
the facility.

“This is something that really indi-
cates service and care of people,” said 
Colton. “The view that you have from 
this fl oor is one that is going to be tre-
mendously helpful to people who have disabilities, people who have had some 

hard times, to now be able to recover 
and be restored.”

“Haym Salomon was established 50 
years ago on Manhattan’s Lower East 
Side by a group of Jewish people, all 
Holocaust survivors,” Chaim Lipschitz, 
the facility’s administrator, told the 
5TJT. “My mother, Mrs. Olga Lipschitz, 
became owner in 1992, with the goal of 
helping elderly Jewish people. Under 
her leadership, a new, beautiful state-
of-the-art building was built, affording 
patients state-of-the-art rehabilitation 
equipment in a tranquil environment, 
against a magnifi cent water-view set-
ting. We feel that this is half of the ther-
apy.”

He added, “We have a dedicated staff, 
headed by Dr. Albert Khaski, our medi-
cal director, who is a consummate pro-

fessional and a real ‘mensch’—a dedi-
cated, devoted doctor who knows each 
and every patient and is accessible to 
all. All of our staff—doctors, nurses, 
therapists, and social workers—are out-
standing. We are in this to help people. 
We feel that because people are living 
longer, we want to improve the quality 
of their lives. This is why we built this 
special rehabilitation center; it is the 
largest of its kind in New York.”

Haym Salomon designed their short-
term rehabilitation program with 
younger patients in mind. Whether 
you are there after joint-replacement 
surgery, an accident, or a hospital stay 
for an illness, their excellent physical, 
occupational, and speech-therapy pro-
gram will help restore your ability to 
function. Their licensed therapists can 
administer therapy six times per week 

Haym Salomon
Continued from Page 24
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for up to four hours a day. They will 
make sure you receive the maximum 
amount of therapy, with state-of-the-
art technology and equipment, so you 
can get back to the life you loved. They 
specialize in rehabilitation therapy for 
joint-replacement patients.

Who you are as a person is of para-
mount importance at Haym Salomon. 
Your injury or illness does not defi ne 
you. Their individualized rehabilitation 
programs are centered on your medi-
cal needs, current abilities, and goals so 
you can recover quickly. As well, they 
provide healthy lifestyle education and 
give you the resources, tools, and abil-
ity to make choices that will keep you 
active and enjoying life to the fullest.

At Haym Salomon, your medical team 
collaborates to develop a unifi ed treat-
ment program. They ensure that every 

aspect of your care is coordinated to 
achieve the best care, health, diagnosis, 
and treatment plan for the best recov-
ery results possible. You needn’t worry 
about fragmented treatment at Haym 
Salomon. Among their on-site spe-
cialists are neurologists, cardiologists, 
oncologists, and urologists. They com-
municate with and confer with each 
other, with you, and with your family 
about each aspect of your treatment 
plan. Your health is monitored by Dr. 
Albert Khaski, medical director of Haym 
Salomon, a board-certifi ed cardiologist 
and internist with over 30 years of expe-
rience in caring for a geriatric popula-
tion. He is well acquainted with every 
patient and is vigilant about the wellbe-
ing of each patient.

Good nursing is a top priority at 
Haym Salomon so that you can recover 

quickly. To that end, each of their 
nurses meets rigorous criteria for excel-
lence, diligence, and dedication to 
patient care. The facility is fully staffed 
at all times, ensuring that every patient 
receives responsive, compassionate 
care, day or night.

From treating complicated medical 
conditions to administering IV therapy 
and pain management, their talented 
nursing staff, including nurse practi-
tioners, registered nurses, licensed prac-
tical nurses, and certifi ed nursing assis-
tants, receives the ongoing training and 
education they need to stay abreast of 
the most advanced clinical skills and 
practices.

“We hope that this will be the begin-
ning of a very successful rehabilitation 
for those people who really need it and 
that it will bring a lot of good luck and 

joy to the community,” said Mrs. Lip-
schitz. “Hopefully, all those who cross 
our doors will go out healthy and 
happy.”

Chaim Lipschitz adds, “Haym Salo-
mon is a place to consider for anyone 
who needs to recover in a heimishe

environment in a highly professional, 
state-of-the-art, and beautiful setting. 
For short-term rehabilitation patients, 
recovery is very quick, and the addition 
of this new room greatly enhances and 
facilitates the recovery process by mak-
ing it an enjoyable and relaxing experi-
ence.”

Haym Salomon Home for Nursing 
and Rehabilitation is co-owned by Olga 
Lipschitz and Samuel Paneth. The facil-
ity is located at 2340 Cropsey Avenue, 
Brooklyn, NY 11224. For further informa-
tion, please call 718-373-1700. 
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Happy Days At HAFTR

Students eagerly ran to begin their new 
school year at HAFTR. The engaging teachers 
welcomed the children to the colorful and fun 
facilities to enjoy time with their friends as they 
learn new things, share ideas, and experience 
the hands-on approach to education that HAFTR 
employs.
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Rav Malkiel Kotler Pens 

New Sefer On Teshuvah

Halachic Musings

B Y  R A B B I  Y A I R  H O F F M A N

A new sefer on Hilchos 

Teshuvah that deals with a 
number of fascinating top-
ics on hilchos teshuvah was 
released by Rav Aryeh Malk-
iel Kotler, shlita, before the 
Yamim Nora’im. The sefer is 
called Hagos Teshuvah and 
has a haskamah from Rav 
Meir Tzvi Bergman, the rosh 
yeshiva of Yeshivas Rashbi in 
Bnei Brak.

The two main Rishonim 
who deal with teshuvah are 
the Rambam and Rabbeinu 
Yonah. Although numerous 
sefarim deal with this essen-
tial topic, few sefarim have 
subjected the subtle distinc-
tions in approach between 
these two Rishonim to rigor-
ous Talmudic analysis.

The 58 chapters of Rav Kot-
ler’s sefer deal with a deep 
analysis of the various opin-
ions in the Rishonim regard-
ing teshuvah and related 
matters. Rav Kotler, shlita, 
following the classical Lit-
vish methodology of each 
learned assertion being 
both textually and logically 
compelling, unfolds a trea-

sure-chest of latent mean-
ing and depth in the nature 
of teshuvah and mussar. 
Replete throughout the 
entire sefer is the notion of 
dveikus Bashem and how it 
can be achieved.

Rav Kotler further poses 

some penetrating questions: 
Is prayer an integral part of 
teshuvah? What is the nature 
of teshuvah only in thought? 
When is one considered a 
“ba’al teshuvah” and why 
is this term important? Is 
teshuvah only for sins, or 
is there a teshuvah for poor 
character traits as well? 
When does bushah play a 
role in atonement? When is 
it necessary and when is it 
not? How does one go about 
doing teshuvah for kfirah or 
heresy?

All these questions and 
more are addressed in Rav 
Kotler’s new volume on 
teshuvah.

The fi rst chapter deals with 
the nature of Elul, the precur-
sor month. Rav Kotler differ-
entiates between Rashi’s opin-
ion that Moshe arose on Har 
Sinai three times and that of 
the Vilna Gaon who held that 
Moshe arose to the mountain 
only twice. He describes the 
debate as to what the 40 days 
of Elul to Yom Kippur were 
established for, and explains 

the variant customs of Elul 
based upon this debate.

In chapter nine, Rav Kot-
ler deals with Rav Elchonon 
Wasserman’s famous ques-
tion: If in regard to regret-
ting mitzvos, one loses the 
mitzvah, this should certainly 
be true regarding regretting 
sins. What then is the chid-

dush of teshuvah? Rav Kot-
ler explains that the mitz-

vah is not undone—it is just 
that it is not counted. Teshu-

vah, however, undoes the sin 
itself.

In the second and third 
chapters, he deals with 
whether teshuvah is an oblig-
atory mitzvah or a mitzvah 
kiyumis. Rav Malkiel Kotler 
marshals evidence that there 
is a “pre-mitzvah teshuvah” 
to the mitzvah of teshuvah, 
so to speak. He also analyzes 
the distinctions between 
whether vidui is the essence 
of teshuvah or just a part of 
the teshuvah process.

In chapters 42 and 43, he 
deals with the ideas of “I 
will sin and Yom Kippur will 
atone,” and “I will sin, then 
repent.” He analyzes the 
underlying problem with 
these notions.

The sefer contains a sev-
en-page topical index. The 
book, however, could use an 
index of pesukim in Tanach, 
as well as of the sefarim that 
are cited throughout the 
work. Rav Kotler cites Rav 
Dessler, the Sifsei Chaim, 

and numerous other works 
that are not found in the 
index. It is anticipated that 
future editions will contain 
more substantive indices. 
Regardless, the sefer will cer-
tainly be learned and stud-
ied for many generations to 
come. 

The author can be reached at 

Yairhoffman2@gmail.com.

Is there a teshuvah 
for poor character traits?

WHAT’S 
YOUR 

OPINION?
E-MAIL US AT

editor@5TJT.com
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The Nazir Can’t Have Rashi
The daf yomi is now learning Trac-

tate Nazir. Daf yomi learners relish 
when the daf that they learn relates 
to their daily lives, but that is some-
what difficult with this particular 
tractate, as nezirim seem hard to find. 
Some suggest that perhaps for this 
reason Tractate Nazir wasn’t studied 
regularly in ancient yeshivos, and that 
is why the text of Nazir is not consis-
tent with other tractates of Shas. Cer-
tain phrases are employed differently 
than elsewhere in the Talmud.

The Rosh often makes note of this in 
his commentary. For example, on 19b, 
he writes “Shitas nazir meshuneh.” 
We find the same phenomenon in 
regard to Tractate Nedarim. Another 
similarity between the two masech-

tos is the lack of Rashi’s commentary. 
In regard to Nedarim, it is almost 
universally accepted that the com-
mentary printed with the Vilna Shas

and labeled as Rashi was not writ-
ten by Rashi. In relation to Nazir, 
the authorship of the commentary 
printed in Rashi’s place is a matter of 
some dispute. Some say that it is cer-
tainly not Rashi, while others say it 
is at the very least based on Rashi’s 
commentary. Rashi’s commentary is 
the standard one used when learning 
any Gemara, but in these two trac-
tates, students tend to use other com-
mentaries in place of the one printed 
as Rashi.

Kinnah 22 recited on Tishah B’Av 
was written in response to the massa-
cre of Jewish communities in France. 
Many eminent scholars and Tosafists

were killed in those attacks. The Kin-

nah laments, “Who will now inter-
pret the nazirite vows and who will 
arrange the laws of oaths?” The sec-
ond half of the rhetorical question is 
readily understandable. The author is 
lamenting that there aren’t scholars 

left of great enough caliber to decide 
matters pertaining to vows. However, 
what was the intent in the first half 
of the question? Was there a commu-
nity of nezirim in France? After the 
destruction of the Beis HaMikdash, 
nezirim have been virtually unheard 
of. There have been anecdotes of 
someone who unwittingly uttered a 
nazir vow and had to become a nazir, 

but those instances are extremely 
rare.

Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, zt’l,

offered a novel interpretation of 
that verse in the kinnah. He said the 
author is lamenting that there is no 
one left to explain Tractates Nedarim

and Nazir. The student of the Tal-
mud needs a replacement for Rashi 
for these two tractates. Sadly, the 
author laments after the massacres 
that there is no one left of the caliber 
to write a similar commentary.

However, even though there are no 
nezirim nowadays, there are still rel-
evant halachos that can be learned 
from this masechta. At times in Rus-
sian history, there was mandatory 
conscription into the national army. 
However, for the right price, one 
was able to purchase a “Get Out of 
the Army” card. At some point, this 
program, which was officially sanc-
tioned by the government, ended. 
However, the government declared 
that anyone who had previously pur-

chased this army exemption may still 
use it. Furthermore, the cards were 
not restricted for use by the origi-
nal purchaser; the right was transfer-
able to a new owner. Therefore, the 
price for these exemption cards on 
the open market skyrocketed as they 
were becoming exceedingly rare and 
were no longer offered for sale by the 
government.

A man with several sons owned one 
such exemption card. He passed away 
with instructions that the exemption 
card should go to his youngest son. 
One can possibly conjecture that this 
was the weakest son and the father 
thought he most needed the exemp-
tion. The family followed the father’s 
wishes and gave the exemption card 
to the youngest brother.

When it came time for the young 
man to present himself to the army 
for conscription, he did not imme-
diately present the card. Instead 
he submitted to an army physical. 
Indeed, he failed the physical and 
was freed from his army obligation. 
The enterprising young man, realiz-
ing his windfall, attempted to sell the 
now superfluous exemption card on 
the open market. His brothers, how-
ever, argued that the profits should 
be split evenly. They argued that the 
card was only offered for his personal 
use and not as an added inheritance. 
The youngest brother reasoned while 
that may have been the intent, once 
it was given to him it was his to dis-
pense with as he saw fit.

They agreed to ask Rav Yosef Rosen, 
known as the Rogatchover Gaon 
(Rogachev, 1858–Vienna, 1936) to 
decide their dispute. He said the dis-
pute may be readily resolved from a 
passage in Nazir (24a). The Gemara

discusses the case of a husband who 

provided his wife with an animal to 
use for her required korban, and she 
sanctified the animal. But in the end, 
the vow that necessitated the sacri-
fice was void. Rava says that the ani-
mal was not sanctified because she 
cannot sanctify an animal that isn’t 
hers! The husband provided the ani-
mal only for her personal need; once 
it has been determined that she no 
longer needs it, it reverts to him.

The Rogatchover argued that the 
same can apply to the exemption 
card. The father only offered it for 
the youngest son’s personal use. Now 
that it has been determined that he 
no longer needs it, it should revert to 
the brothers’ shared inheritance. The 
young man accepted the analogy and 
relinquished his personal claim. 

Rabbi Avrohom Sebrow leads a daf yomi 

chaburah at Eitz Chayim of Dogwood Park 

in West Hempstead. He can be contacted at 

ASebrow@gmail.com.

The enterprising young man 
attempted to sell the exemption 

card on the open market.

DAF YOMI 
INSIGHTS
By Rabbi Avrohom Sebrow

Gather the people 
together, men, and 

women, and the babies 
. . . that they may hear, 
and that they may learn 

(Devarim 31:12)
Rabbi Dosan ben Horkinas saw 
Rabbi Yehoshua [ben Chananya] 
and proclaimed: “‘Whom to teach 
knowledge? . . . those weaned of 
milk’ (Yeshayah 28:9). I remember his 
mother bringing round his cradle to 
the study hall, so that his ears should 
pick up words of Torah.”

(Jerusalem Talmud, Yevamos 1:6)

And I, hide shall I hide 
my face from them 

(Devarim 31:18)
There are times when G-d hides His 
face. But then there are times when 
G-d hides His face and we don’t even 
realize that His face is hidden; we 
dwell in darkness, and think it is light. 
This is a double galus, a concealment 
within a concealment.

(The Chassidic Masters)
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Dusting Off His Big Book
There was a joke running through 

Israel last week at the height of the sand-
storm: “This is what happens the week 
before Yom HaDin, when G-d blows the 
dust off of the book He uses to inscribe 
judgment!” (It’s funnier in Hebrew.) What 
a week we had leading up to Rosh Hasha-
nah! I have defi nitely expressed astonish-
ment at this year’s odd weather, but this 
week took the prize.

It was hot. No, not just hot—it was 
incredibly hot. And it wasn’t just heat; it 
was a wet, humid, stifl ing heat. We had 
several hundred-degree days in a row. 
And the weird part was that the sun was 
totally obscured in the sky so we had very 
little direct sunlight, yet we still had hun-
dred-degree heat (and humidity).

As most of you already know, we had a 
once-in-a-lifetime sand event here in the 
week before Rosh Hashanah. Our normal 

sandstorm comes from the south and 
blows in the desert sand from the Sahara. 
It usually comes as the seasons change 
and lasts no more than a day or two.

This storm, which brought sand from 
Syria and Iraq, hung over us for days 
because the weather was stalled by the 
Mediterranean Sea until northern winds 
blew the storm away. According to the 
weather folks here, this type of storm is 

freakish in nature and quite rare. Unfor-
tunately, it also led to high levels of pol-
lutants (mostly sand and dust) in the air.

People with allergies or asthma had 
diffi culty breathing. And it was easy to 
get dehydrated—we had some students 
who exhibited the beginning symptoms 
of dehydration and we had to constantly 
remind the guys to drink, drink, drink.

Thankfully, these things are tempo-
rary and life returns to normal after a 

few days. Yet I cannot deny that the jux-
taposition of the end of the year—espe-
cially the end of the Shemittah year—
with this rare storm led to a moment 

of pause. The joke I quoted was just a 
joke, but I defi nitely considered that 
the joke might have some reality con-
nected to it.

Looking at the tumultuous events hap-
pening in the world around us, perhaps 
there was something symbolic in a rare 
storm blowing in from Syria and Iraq—
the stronghold of some of our worst ene-
mies. Who is to say?

I hope that we were all judged favor-
ably on Rosh Hashanah and that the 
judgment included the z’chus to watch 
the Kohen Gadol perform the avodah

this Yom Kippur. May Yom Kippur bring 
a fi nal judgment of berachah and hat-

zlachah for each and every one of us, for 
Am Yisrael, and for Eretz Yisrael. 

Shmuel Katz is the executive director of 

Yeshivat Migdal HaTorah (www.migdalhatorah.

org), a new gap-year yeshiva. Shmuel, his wife 

Goldie, and their six children made aliyah in 

July of 2006. Before making aliyah, he was 

the executive director of the Yeshiva of South 

Shore in Hewlett. You can contact him at 

shmu@migdalhatorah.org.

I defi nitely 
considered that 
the joke might 
be connected 

to reality.

OUR ALIYAH 
CHRONICLE
By Shmuel Katz

Hazy, dusty conditions in Israel last week
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Helping Israel’s Farmers 

In ‘Eighth Year Of Shmitah’
B Y  D A V E  M A T K O W S K Y

Many people assume that Shmitah, 
the Torah-mandated sabbatical year 
during which planting, harvesting, and 
other agricultural activities are prohib-
ited in the Land of Israel, is a 12-month 
endeavor, beginning with Rosh Hasha-
nah of the seventh year and concluding 
with Rosh Hashanah of the eighth year. 
The Torah seems to indicate as much, 
stating that fi elds and vineyards may 
be cultivated for six years, and must be 
allowed to rest during the seventh year 
of the cycle; in the eighth year, plant-
ing may begin anew. But the Torah rec-
ognizes that crops planted in the eighth 
year will not yield a harvest for some 
months, and sustenance will need to 
come from another source prior to the 
eighth year’s harvest.

The Talmud explains that planting 
is often not possible until well into the 
eighth year, depending on the agricul-
tural cycles of different crops. This cal-
culation is complicated by modern agri-
cultural technology, and the shift from 
broad-based subsistence farming to a 
small agricultural sector (2% of Israel’s 
contemporary workforce) within a larger, 
post-industrial economy. Today’s Shmi-

tah-observant farmers will not begin to 
earn post-Shmitah income until any-
where from March 2016 to January 2017! 
Israel’s farmers need our help to complete 
the cycle during this upcoming “eighth 
year” of Shmitah.

Currently, 3,453 Israeli farmers are ful-
fi lling the mitzvah of Shmitah on behalf 
of the entire Jewish people. Shmitah is a 
communal mitzvah, yet in today’s econ-
omy, the fi nancial burden is not equita-
bly spread across the Jewish polity. Farm-
ers cultivate the land in fulfi llment of 
2,000 years of our collective hopes and 
prayers, feed the nation, preserve its pio-
neering spirit, fulfi ll the mitzvot hateluyot 

ba’aretz, and are left to bear the economic 
hardship of Shmitah on their own.

To observe this foundational mitzvah 
on our collective behalf, they forgo 18 
months or more of income; they struggle 
to meet their ongoing lease payments for 
farmland and equipment; and, ironically, 
they struggle to feed their own families. 
They make this sacrifi ce in order to fulfi ll 
a mitzvah our people waited 2,000 years 
to have the privilege of fulfi lling. Their 
sacrifi ce is a declaration of emunah that 
the land belongs to G-d, and all productiv-
ity and livelihood are determined by G-d. 
They struggle in the hope that the merit 
of their actions will bring prosperity and 
security to Israel and the Jewish people as 
a whole.

Who are these farmers, these families, 
who sacrifi ce so much to fulfi ll the mitz-

vah of Shmitah on behalf of all Jews? 
Many of them are from the Religious 
Zionist and mesorati (traditional) commu-
nities; they are veterans of the religious 
kibbutz and moshav movements and IDF 
service, and they farm the Land of Israel 
as a fulfi llment of the reestablishment of 

Jewish religious national life. In observ-
ing Shmitah as intended, they draw inspi-
ration from the words of Rav Kook, Rav 
Lichtenstein, and other leading rabbinic 
luminaries who wrote about Shmitah as 
a foundational Torah value, and about 
heter mechirah (the legal “workaround” to 
avoid Shmitah-observance with halachic 
sanction) as a tragic—though halachically 
valid and often unavoidable—concession 
to expediency.

The personal sacrifi ce of 3,453 farmers 
and their families in keeping Shmitah is 
what allows the Jewish people to avoid 
the unacceptable alternative of letting 
Shmitah fall into obsolescence and fade 
to the margins of Jewish consciousness. 
These farmers are heroes of Torah and 
heroes of Israel, representing the noblest 
values and loftiest aspirations of the Reli-
gious Zionist enterprise.

And yet, the cause of Shmitah and the 
heroic farmers on the frontlines of its 
observance has remained off the radar 
screen of the broader Religious Zionist, 
Modern Orthodox, and traditional Jewish 
communities. For the past ten Shmitah 
cycles, support for shomer Shmitah farm-
ers has come almost exclusively from the 
chareidi community, in support of Keren 

Hashvi’is, the organization working “on 
the ground,” with the sanction of Israel’s 
Ministry of Agriculture, to provide fi nan-
cial and moral support to the farmers. The 
rest of us have been missing out on the 
opportunity to take part in this important 
religious, Zionist, agricultural, and socie-
tal mitzvah which speaks to our deeply 
held values of faith, return to the land, 
social and environmental responsibil-
ity, and Jewish unity. The Shmitah Fund 

was created to share this opportunity, 
this sacred obligation, with the Modern 
Orthodox, Religious Zionist, and broader 
Jewish community, to do our part in sup-
porting the farmers keeping Shmitah on 
behalf of Am Yisrael.

The budget for helping support the 
farmers this Shmitah cycle is $22.5  mil-
lion—which averages under $7,000 per 
farmer. It’s not nearly enough to support 
the farmers at a level they would earn in a 
regular year, but instead helps them cover 
certain basic expenses such as land-lease 
and equipment payments so they don’t 
literally lose their farms as a cost of keep-
ing Shmitah. They still bear most of the 
burden. Thanks to the efforts of Keren 

Hashvi’is, all but $6 million of the target 
budget has been raised. The chareidi com-
munity has done its part and more—it’s 
time for the rest of us to do ours. We have 
6–8 months to raise the remaining $6 mil-
lion. The farmers will not make it without 
our help, and they should not have to. It 
is no less our mitzvah than theirs.

In our tefi llot on Rosh Hashanah, we 
acknowledge and proclaim Hashem as 
King over all Creation, and that the world 
and everything in it belong to Him. For 
3,453 Israeli farmers, this is not merely a 
two-day declaration of faith, but a two-
year sacrifi ce. We owe it to them—and to 
our own core values and beliefs—to learn 
from their example and to play our part 
in making their valiant sacrifi ce possible.

Learn more about Israel’s Shmitah-ob-
servant farmers at www.shmitahfund.

org. 

Dave Matkowsky is the founding director of the 

Shmitah Fund.
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It’s A Mabul Out There
Since Hurricane Sandy, Five Towns 

homebuyers have been much more dil-
igent about checking the house’s loca-
tion on the updated fl ood maps that 
FEMA posted after Sandy.

Before Sandy, most buyers did not 
pay that much attention to whether 
or not a house was in a zone that 
required some form of fl ood insur-
ance, unless it was in the small area 
of streets that had a tendency to fl ood 
whenever it rained. And even then, 
only a minority of would-be home-
buyers avoided house-hunting on 
those streets. For the most part, fl ood-
ing simply wasn’t an issue that caused 
worry back then.

Fast-forward to the post-Sandy era: 
Many homeowners who never even 
considered that their homes might be 
susceptible to fl ooding during a storm 
got hit very badly, and so fl ood insur-
ance has become a front-and-cen-
ter issue. Those looking to purchase 
a home must now take fl ood insur-
ance into account as a mandatory 
expense on top of taxes and home-
owners insurance—not to mention a 
mortgage—when they budget for how 
much house they can afford.

Unfortunately, fl ood insurance has 
become a more diffi cult expense to cal-
culate. Under the new formula, each 
house on a block may be earmarked 
by FEMA differently based on crite-
ria such as height, land elevation, the 
presence of a basement—to name but 
a few categories. One house could be 
priced at a low yearly premium cost 
while the house next door to it might 
be twice or even three times that same 
premium according to FEMA guide-
lines.

The best way to fi gure out what the 
fl ood insurance would be on a specifi c 
address today is to fi rst ask the exist-
ing homeowners what their fl ood-in-
surance premium is for that year. Some 
homeowners who do not have mort-
gages on their properties may have 
opted to not take out fl ood insurance. 
Mortgage lenders do a fl ood search 
and, based on the FEMA fl ood map, if 
it is determined that a home is within 
the fl ood map even to the slightest 
extent, fl ood insurance is a mandatory 
item necessary for the issuance of a 
mortgage. If for some reason the home-

real estate & 

mortgage financing
By Anessa V. Cohen

Continued on Page 38



375 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES          September 18, 2015



38 September 18, 2015          5 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES

Flying Table
Mr. Steinberg’s sister lived in a pent-

house apartment in Florida. She and 
her family were going away for the 
month of August. “We’d like to take 
a two-week vacation to Florida,” Mr. 
Steinberg said to his sister. “Would it 
be OK if we used your apartment while 
you are away?”

“We’re happy to let you use the apart-
ment,” said Mr. Steinberg’s sister. “We’ll 
leave a key with the doorman. There’s a 
nice patio table on the porch, if you’d 
like to eat outside.”

One afternoon, a rainstorm began. 
The wind began howling, and rain 
poured down. The children looked out 
the window and watched the rain beat 
down on the porch.

All of a sudden, they saw the patio 
table being lifted by the wind. It stood 

suspended in the air, as if held by invis-
ible strings, rotating slowly! The table 

then dropped down. The Steinbergs 
heard a crash and the shattering of 
glass below; a car alarm went off.

Mr. Steinberg ran downstairs to the 
ground fl oor. He saw that the table 
had fallen onto one of the cars sitting 
in the parking lot below. “Just what 
we needed to make our vacation com-
plete,” Mr. Steinberg muttered, with a 
grimace.

He returned upstairs and told his 
wife, “Unfortunately, the table landed 
on someone’s car. The table is shat-

tered, and there’s extensive damage to 
the car.”

Mr. Steinberg called Rabbi Dayan. 
He related what happened and asked: 
“Who is liable for the damage to the 
table and the car? My sister, the build-
ing, the car owner’s insurance com-
pany, or me? Or no one at all?”

“When a person borrows an apart-
ment, he becomes responsible for any 
of the furniture that he intends to use,” 
replied Rabbi Dayan. “The possession 
of the apartment extends to the mov-
able furniture, based on kinyan agav

(‘along with’)” (C.M. 202:1–2).
“A borrower is liable even for oness

gamur, circumstances completely 
beyond his control,” added Rabbi 
Dayan. “Thus, you are liable for the bro-
ken table, even if the wind is of unex-
pected nature. Furthermore, a bor-
rower becomes responsible for damage 
caused by the borrowed object, since it 
is now under his authority” (C.M. 340:1; 
347:1).

“Then I guess I’m also liable for the 
damage to the car?” said Mr. Steinberg.

“The Gemara (B.K. 6a) teaches that a 
person is liable for damage caused by 
his object that was hurled off a roof 
by a normal wind,” answered Rabbi 
Dayan. “This is included in the cate-
gory of eish (fi re), which is defi ned as 
damage caused in conjunction with 
an external force, such as the wind. 
However, if the object could not have 
been blown by a normal wind, but was 
blown by an uncommon wind, the per-
son is exempt. He had no reason to 
expect that it might be blown, and was 
not negligent in placing it there” (C.M.

411:1–2; Sma 411:1; Lechem Mishneh, Hil. 

Nizkei Mammon 14:16).
“What if he knew there would be 

strong winds?” asked Mr. Steinberg.
“If the person placed the object there 

when the unusual winds were already 
blowing, he is liable, since he was neg-
ligent in placing it there under such cir-
cumstances,” answered Rabbi Dayan. 
“That would also be the case if he knew 
a storm was approaching” (see Rema, 
C.M. 418:9 and 307:3).

“What about insurance coverage?” 
asked Mr. Steinberg.

“If the car owner has comprehensive 
coverage, the damage would probably 

owner does not have fl ood insurance, 
the prospective homeowner should 
contact his insurance company, give 
them the address of the house under 
consideration, and ask for an estimate 
based on current rates for the fl ood 
zone in which that particular house is 
situated.

For more information about fl ood 
insurance and the guidelines and dif-
ferent zoning determinations used by 
FEMA, I recommend visiting the FEMA 
website and looking through the exten-
sive consumer information available.

Wishing everyone a shanah tovah 

v’chatimah tovah.

Anessa Cohen lives in Cedarhurst and is a 

licensed real-estate broker and a licensed 

N.Y.S. mortgage broker with over 20 years of 

experience, offering full-service residential and 

commercial real-estate services (Anessa V Cohen 

Realty) and mortgaging services (First Meridian 

Mortgage) in the Five Towns and throughout 

the tri-state area. She can be reached at 516-569-

5007 or via her website, www.AVCrealty.com. 

Readers are encouraged to send questions or 

comments to anessa@AVCrealty.com.

REAL ESTATE
Continued from Page 36

A woman who is uncomfortable 
appearing before beis din may 

appoint an agent to make 
her pruzbul.

BUSINESS 
WEEKLY
By Rabbi Meir Orlian

Restoring the Primacy of Choshen Mishpat 
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be covered as an ‘act of G-d,’” replied 
Rabbi Dayan, “unless it was determined 
that the homeowner was negligent 
in not securing the patio table to the 
porch. In that case, the building’s prop-
erty-damage liability might still cover 
the damage.”

From The BHI Hotline: 
Pruzbul, Part 2

Q. I am a woman and I am uncom-
fortable appearing before beis din to 
make a pruzbul. Is another option avail-
able?

A. The halachos related to Shemittah 
and canceling loans apply to women 
(Sefer HaChinuch #477). It is not a pos-
itive, time-bound mitzvah since it is in 
force even after Shemittah and, addi-
tionally, there is a related prohibition, 
which also applies to women. There-
fore if a woman loaned money and the 
debt comes due before Rosh Hashanah, 
she should fi ll out a pruzbul to prevent 
it from being canceled.

Poskim discuss whether one can 
appoint an agent to fi ll out a pruzbul. 
Some maintain that lenders must per-
sonally appear before beis din since 

mili lo mimsari l’shaliach—“mere words 
cannot be transferred to an agent.” Con-
sequently, an agent appointed to write 
a gift document may not appoint a sub-
agent to fulfi ll that instruction (Erech 

Lechem 67:19).
Many others disagree and contend 

that the principle is limited to one agent 
conveying instructions to another, but 
when the principal instructs an agent 
to make a declaration on his behalf, 
it is considered as though the prin-
cipal is making that declaration and 
does not have the limitation of mili lo 

mimsari l’shaliach (Machaneh Ephraim, 
Shluchin 7; Noda BiYehudah, Tinyana 

Y.D. 147; and Birkei Yosef, O.C. 434:5).
The majority of poskim follow this 

position, especially since the cancella-
tion of loans during Shemittah is rab-
binic. Accordingly, a woman who is 
uncomfortable appearing before beis 

din may appoint an agent to make her 
pruzbul. When utilizing this option 
one can rely on the presumption that 
the agent fulfi lled his agency, because 
the issue is only rabbinic (Yeshuos Yis-

rael 67:1). 

This article is intended for learning purposes 

and not to be relied upon halacha l’maaseh. 

There are also issues of dina d’malchusa to 

consider in actual cases.

Rabbi Meir Orlian is a faculty member of 

the Business Halacha Institute, which is 

headed by HaRav Chaim Kohn, shlita, a noted 

dayan. For questions regarding business 

halacha issues, or to bring a BHI lecturer 

to your business or shul, please call the 

confi dential hotline at 877-845-8455 or e-mail 

ask@businesshalacha.com. To receive BHI’s free 

newsletter, Business Weekly, send an e-mail to 

subscribe@businesshalacha.com.
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Running For Yachad
B Y  N I C K I  T A L L E R

After seeing some posts on Facebook 
a few months ago, I told my husband, 
David, that I was thinking of running 
the Miami ING Half-Marathon with 
Yachad.

His fi rst response was, “You know 
you don’t run,” soon followed by, “You 
are out of your mind,” and fi nally, with 
a sigh, “Just let me know where and 
when.”

He’s a great guy. I gleefully explained 
to him that we would fi nally be spending 
Shabbat on a Yachad Shabbaton—and 
didn’t that sound amazing? He agreed 
that it sounded great, but reminded me, 
“You know you don’t run, right?”

He was correct. I’m not a runner. I’ve 
never been a runner. I’ve been a spinner, 

a karate-er, a kick-boxer, a stepper, a ten-
nis player, a weightlifter, a Zumba-er, 
but never a runner. I’d see runners at 
the gym and think, “That looks boring.” 
Watch a race on TV? Not in my lifetime.

So how did I get here? We have four 
children, three with special needs. About 
eight years ago, musing to a friend that 
I didn’t know what I was going to do 
with my oldest, Max, for the summer, 
she immediately encouraged me to send 
him on a Yachad summer program.

Me: “What’s Yachad?”
Friend: “Oh my, this amazing spe-

cial-needs organization that is part of 
the OU!”

Then came the kicker. “You should 
start sending him on some Shabbatons

so they can get to know him and he can 
get used to being away.” 

Wait a minute. Did she just say that I 
should send my baby away for Shabbat 
. . . without me? Is she insane?

Well, she wasn’t. I sent him, and eight 
years, four involved children, and many 
programs later, here we are.

Let me briefl y recount some of the 
many Yachad programs my children 
have participated in. Max, our almost-
20-year-old, went away for that fi rst 
weekend and never looked back. He 
hasn’t missed a Shabbaton since his fi rst. 
He looks forward to the Leadership and 
Simchaton programs all year.

He was an inclusion camper at 
Yachad’s partnership with Morasha and 
Moshava, and has been a vocational par-
ticipant at Moshava for the past two 
summers. Each of these programs has 
brought him new friends, experiences, 
and memories. He has had countless 
advisers and shadows over the years—
and I assure you he can name each and 
every one of them—and without fail, 
they are the most kind, patient, positive, 
and happy people on the planet. He is 
accepted and cherished, not in spite of 
who he is, but because of who he is.

Our 17-year-old daughter, Ariana, took 
a slower route. She grudgingly went on 
one Shabbaton to prepare her for a sum-
mer at Moshava. Whereas Max gravitated 
to his peers from the start and loved all 
attention from them, Ariana was a bit 
more hesitant. Well, fi ve summers of 
Camp Moshava later, with shadows who 
are now family and a camp director who 
has a picture of Ariana in her living room, 
things are a bit different for her.

This brings me to my favorite pro-
gram. Now let me just preface this by 

saying that every Yachad program that 
we have ever participated in (and we’ve 
done a bunch) has been incredible, and 
every person involved in those pro-
grams has been amazing. There is, how-
ever, one Yachad program that is very 
close to my heart: Yad B’Yad.

When the prospect of Yad B’Yad for 
Max was fi rst brought to me, my reac-
tion was similar to that of our fi rst 
Shabbaton. Only this time the excla-
mation points in my head quadrupled: 
“You want me to send him where? For 
a month?”

However, when your observant chil-
dren go to public school, friendships can 
be a challenge. The children and their 
parents have always been lovely, but 
when you don’t run in the same social 
circles, and Shabbat and kashrut come 
in to play, it’s diffi cult for your child to 
make real friends. So a chance for Max 
to spend a month alongside Orthodox 
peers was not an opportunity I was 
going to pass up.

Enter the summer of 2011: He left one 
child; he came home another. Forget for 
a moment the incredible tours of Israel 
and the experiences there. My son came 
home with friends. Orthodox boys who 
live in our neighborhood were now call-
ing Max and stopping by on a Shab-
bat to say hi. These are things that my 
friends’ kids had and took for granted, 
and now my son was part of that club. 
There is nothing like seeing the excite-
ment on your son’s face when he has 
spent time with or simply spoken to a 
friend.

It is what I’ve been wishing for him 
his whole life.



415 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES          September 18, 2015

Then came the summer of 2014: Ari-
ana’s turn. Ariana is no Max. She tends 
to growl at people who annoy her 
(pretty much everyone). This is the girl 
who threw up her hands and screamed, 
“Stay back!” when the girls at camp 
would greet her on the fi rst day. Sadly, 
due to the tensions in Gaza last sum-
mer, Israel was not in the cards, and Yad 
B’Yad rerouted to the West Coast.

Yet, once again, Yad B’Yad worked 
its magic and sent home a different 
girl. My new Ariana may still growl 
from time to time, but she also texts 
her friends, meets them for pizza and 
bowling, and goes to the movies and 
to the city with them. At fi rst, the kids 
would contact her and try to convince 
her to join them. These days, she calls 
them.

For her birthday in November, we 
made her a surprise party. Eighteen kids 
showed up, some from as far as New Jer-
sey (we live on Long Island). Eighteen 
kids came to be with my growly daugh-
ter on her birthday. If that isn’t magic, 
what is?

It goes without saying that there 
would be no magic without the staff.

Max and Ariana are as different as can 
be, yet the incredible supervisors and 
counselors managed to connect with 

them equally. They infused kindness, 
excitement, and humor into every part 
of the summer. The staff is kind, eter-
nally patient, ridiculously responsible, 
organized, prepared, giving, and genu-
ine. And they fi nd the humor in every-
thing. So much so, that this summer, 
I’m sending child number three on Yad 
B’Yad to enjoy the same benefi ts as Ari-
ana.

Jake, Ariana’s twin, is my most sensi-
tive, introverted child. G-d willing, he 
and Ariana will be joining the group 
this summer, this time to Israel. I can’t 
wait to meet my new kids when they 
get home.

My youngest, Mackenzie, is eager to 
join the Yad B’Yad tour as a typical par-
ticipant. Living with three siblings with 
special needs, Mackenzie has witnessed 
fi rsthand what an amazing organization 
Yachad is, and gets involved at every 
opportunity.

Which brings us full circle.
What in G-d’s name could ever 

have gotten me into padded socks, an 
unsightly headband, dripping sweat on 
a treadmill four times a week, some-
times for more than two hours at a 
time? I, the woman who was never 
going to run, am now a runner?

One word—Yachad. 

You too can be part of Team Yachad 
as it prepares for the upcoming Miami 
Marathon and Half-Marathon, to be 
held on Sunday, January 24, 2016.

There are a variety of options avail-
able:

• Run, walk, jog, or roll along with 
Team Yachad. Team Yachad participants 
commit to raise sponsorship money 
to benefi t Yachad programs. You will 
receive round-trip airfare; hotel accom-
modations; guaranteed race admission 
and registration; Team Yachad gear; pre-
race pasta party and post-race barbecue; 
and a personalized training regimen.

• Fund a “Mile Marker 26.2 Spon-
sorship” as an “Event Title Sponsor” for 
$36,000, in which four company rep-
resentatives will be invited to run the 
marathon with Team Yachad. There will 
be prominent publicity with logos for 
the company and a variety of other ben-
efi ts.

• Assume a “Mile Marker 13.1 Spon-
sorship,” covering the pre-race pasta 
party and post-race barbecue, for 
$25,000; three company reps will be 
invited to run with Team Yachad and 
there will be prominent publicity with 

company logos for the sponsors and a 
variety of other benefi ts.

• Sponsor “Team Yachad En Route” 
for $18,000 with two company repre-
sentatives invited to run, publicity in 
national press releases, and a variety of 
other benefi ts.

• Arrange a “Teach Yachad Running 
Shirt Sponsorship” for $10,000 with 
logo representation on offi cial Team 
Yachad running shirt, together with 
national press coverage, and a variety of 
other benefi ts.

• For $5,000 arrange a “Team Yachad 
Training Sponsorship,” with company 
name and electronic link listed on Team 
Yachad website, national press expo-
sure, and a variety of other benefi ts.

• Enjoy a “Super Fan Sponsorship” 
for $2,500 with your company name 
listed on Team Yachad website, national 
publicity, and other benefi ts. 

In all sponsorships, any items pro-
vided by the sponsor will be included 
in the gift bag.

Work with Yachad to develop your 
preferred “Sponsorship in Kind.” To sign 
up as a runner or sponsor, go to www.

teamyachad.com or call 212-613-8229. 

Nicki and Max prepare for the race
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On The Front Lines
B Y  M O R D E C H A I  S C H M U T T E R

Yom Kippur is a time to be mochel peo-
ple. “Forgive and forget,” they say. And 
I’ve got that covered. As time goes on, I 
fi nd that I’m getting better at forgetting.

“Are you mochel me?”
“For what?”
“That thing I did to you. Remember?”
“Oh, yeah!”
“So you forgive me?”
“I don’t know. It’s still too fresh.”
But when you’re young, you remember 

everything. Kids remember every fi ght 
they’ve ever had with their siblings. And 
there are a lot of those. I know that, as 
a parent. And there’s nothing I can do to 
stop these fi ghts from happening. I can’t 
give all of them all my attention all the 
time. I’m like a doctor—sometimes I 
have to make appointments. And while 
I’m seeing one patient, the other patients 
pass the time in the waiting room by 
fi ghting.

“Did you just throw that magazine at 
him?”

“He was hogging the water cooler.”
And I’m the referee. I have to be, 

because, as a third party, I can see the big-
ger picture.

“Look, I don’t care what he did to you 
this morning. You can’t hide the milk and 
then go to school.” These kids are tak-
ing the law into their own hands, before 
you’re even awake. “I don’t care what he 
did to you over breakfast at 5:00 in the 
morning. You shouldn’t even be up yet. 
You’re waking up extra early to get a 
jump on the fi ghting?”

As the referee, I’m not out for justice. 
It’s not about right or wrong. It’s about 
what will get them to stop. The topic of 
their fi ght is so small and insignifi cant 
that it doesn’t matter who wins, really. At 
the end of the day, I can, in one sentence, 
veto whoever wins this fi ght.

And they’re silly fi ghts. For exam-
ple, my kids fi ght about who’s going to 
wash fi rst on Shabbos. Really? I’m not 
making HaMotzi until everyone washes. 
You know this. I wash last. What are 
you fi ghting for? The privilege of sitting 
around and not being able to say any-
thing for longer?

“Yeah, but last time he washed fi rst!”
And the other kid goes, “Mm! Mm mm 

m mm!”
And it’s not just in our house. My 

wife and I have spoken to several peo-
ple about this, and apparently, we’re not 
alone. For example, YEB says that her 
kids constantly fi ght about whose por-
tion is bigger.

And she’s not alone.
Look, I don’t know whose portion is 

bigger. I honestly promise I was trying 

to cut them evenly. Because I remem-

ber what happened the last time. But 

I’ll admit, my head is not as close to the 

table as yours is. So okay, you give him a 

little piece of your crust, and you give her 

a little piece of one of your strawberries. 

Oh, but her strawberry has more dots . . . 

Look, no one’s going to fi nish theirs any-

way.

What am I supposed to say?

Kid: “His piece is bigger.”
Me: “Yeah, but your piece is wider.”
Kid #2: “Hey, how come he gets the 

wider piece?”
They even complain about things that 

I honestly have no control over.
Kid: “He got a bigger ice cube.”
Me: “I don’t .  .  . How do you even . .  . 

Wait a couple of seconds!”
Kid: “Then mine will be smaller too.”
Me: “Okay, so have a second ice cube.”
Kid #2: “Hey, why does he get two?”
Me: “What do you want from me? 

There was never a limit on ice cubes!”
And kids even fi ght over things that 

are bad, so long as everyone else wants 
those things. For example, CC’s and LHF’s 
kids both fi ght over who’s going to take 
a shower last. Everyone wants the cold 
water, apparently. And then they want 
to walk out on to wet bathmats and slip 
across the fl oor and stub their toe on the 
door, and make a big sound and have 
someone in the hallway go, “Who is it?”

That’s the fi ght.
OK, so maybe there are some benefi ts 

to showering last. My kids say that they 
don’t want to hang out in their Shabbos 
clothing for extra time, because it means 
they can’t get dirty. (Well, clearly they 
can. They mean that they’re not supposed 
to.) So when we tell them to start show-
ering, it means that whatever fun, messy 
activity everyone’s doing, someone has 
to be the fi rst to walk away from that. For 
two days. Who wants to be that person?

That’s defi nitely why I shower last.
So sometimes the kids have reasons; 

we just don’t see them. For example, RK 
says that her kids fi ght about who gets 
the pink booster seat. My kids fi ght over 

that too. I have mostly boys. No one 
wants it. Why do we even have a pink 
booster seat? I guess we got it because 
we had a girl at some point. She’s 11. But 
the boys don’t want it, no matter how 
much we try to explain to them that pink 
used to be a boy color, back before car 
seats existed. To be fair, we do a lot of car-
pooling, and when you’re sitting in a car 
full of boys, you don’t want to be the one 
in the pink booster seat. It’s all everyone 
will talk about.

So maybe that’s an argument we could 
prevent. But honestly, sometimes it feels 
like kids invent things to fi ght about. For 
example, EH told me that her kids fi ght 
about who has to come into the house 
last, because whoever comes in last has 
to close the door. No one wants to do 
that. How are you supposed to prevent 
this, as a parent? You taught your kids, 
ages ago, that whoever comes in last has 
to close the door. This isn’t a punishment 
for coming in last. Were you supposed to 
say that the fi rst person in has to close 
the door? Or that each person has to 
close the door behind themselves, right 
in front of the next person?

And TZ points out that the best fi ghts 
are when they are “helping,” like when 
they’re fi ghting over who gets to stand 
on the stepstool in your way and help 
you cook by touching everything and 
pushing each other off the stepstool so 
you have to keep catching them with 
fl oured hands. This is very helpful.

“Could you go help somewhere else?”
I need someone to come and help me 

help the little kids help me.
Also, MG says, “Whenever I send a kid 

to get something for me, after hemming 
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and hawing, he fi nally starts 
going, and then another child 
will always fi ght to beat him to 
it. Where were you before, when 

I was trying to convince the fi rst 

kid to do it? And now they both 
really want the mitzvah, and 
they both end up crying and I 
still don’t have my seltzer from 
the fridge!”

I know, right? It’s almost 
worth it to get up and get your 
own seltzer. The sacrifi ces we 
make for chinuch.

And numerous people tell 
me that their kids fi ght about 
where they sit at the table. So 
do mine.

So you’re like, “OK, perma-
nent seating.” But permanent 
seating is a disaster. Now they 
fi ght with me instead. “Why 
does he get that seat for all 
time?”

So now there’s a rotation. 
Every day. My wife made a chart. 
Our whole house is charts. I 
can’t even set the table, because 
I have no idea where anyone 
sits anymore. And none of them 
wants to set the table, because, 
apparently, according to them, 
every single one of them set the 
entire table last time.

Also, about once a year, my 
wife has to redo the chart, 
because everyone especially 
wants to sit next to me on Shab-
bos, probably because I give out 
candies for answering ques-
tions. It’s like, “Who’s going to 
eat the middle out of a piece 
of challah next to Totty before 
running away from the table?”

But they all want to sit next 
to me. I feel like Yaakov Avinu 
with the stones, except that I 
don’t think all my kids are sud-
denly going to merge into one 
really big kid.

None of our kids’ fi ghts will 
matter tomorrow. None of 
them will matter in ten min-
utes. I know this, because I’ve 
been around longer than they 
have, and I no longer remem-
ber who washed fi rst on any 
given week when I was growing 
up (though I have a sister who 
might).

But my point, I think, is that 
Hashem is our parent. So He 
probably feels the same way 
about us.

“Stop fi ghting! Not every-
thing has to be fair! You think 
you have a lot of kids?”

And that’s what I’m saying: all 
the fi ghts that adults have, even 
though they’ll matter for longer 
than our kids’ fi ghts, will they 
matter tomorrow, from Hash-
em’s perspective?

Maybe as we get older, we 
should learn to be as good at 
forgiving as we are at forget-
ting. 

Mordechai Schmutter is a weekly 

humor columnist for Hamodia and is 

the author of four books, published 

by Israel Book Shop. He also does 

freelance writing for hire. You can 

send any questions, comments, or 

ideas to MSchmutter@gmail.com.



44 September 18, 2015          5 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES

The Missing Piece
My Journey

B Y  M I C H E L E  H E R E N S T E I N

I recently “fi nished” a 1,000-piece jig-
saw puzzle. I had decided that I needed 
something new to keep my mind sharp, 
and honestly, I believe jigsaws are more 
for adults than for kids. I started out as 
one usually does with a jigsaw, separat-
ing the border pieces from the other 
900 pieces (my mom taught me this 
when I was just a wee one!).

And then I got to work. After fi nish-
ing the border, I realized there was one 
end piece missing. I searched the bag. 
Nope, nada. I fi gured I would do the 
whole puzzle and for sure it would 
show up. After a few weeks, I got to the 

end—30 pieces left, 20, 10, and by golly, 
I was done! It felt great; a huge sense of 
accomplishment given that almost all 
the pieces looked alike, varying shades 
of brown and blue. But there was still 
that one missing piece. My puzzle was 
incomplete. And this got me think-
ing . . .

The unfi nished puzzle is really a met-
aphor for life—no one has it all. There is 
always something missing, like the puz-
zle piece. Some people can’t have kids, 
some haven’t met their bashert, some 
couples promise to love each other in 
sickness and in health and end up get-
ting divorced, some couples might have 
a child with an incurable disease, some 
people can’t fi nd a job or are unhappy 
in their professions, others have a myr-

iad of other problems. No matter what 
it looks like on the outside, no one has 
it all. There is always a missing piece to 
life’s puzzle.

I know this from my own life. Yes, 
I get a sense of satisfaction from my 
writing, and from my interest in help-
ing other people, and in buying and 
giving gifts and cards to others. Yet 
there are many things missing from my 
life. For one, I would like to get mar-
ried. People don’t see this when they 
look at me, because I don’t go around 
with a downcast face and personality. 
They don’t know how much it hurts to 

be alone, not half of a loving couple. 
It’s painful, especially around couples 
and families.

In the same way, imagine a couple 
that can’t seem to have children, and 
most of their friends have several kids. 
It must be diffi cult to be friends with a 
couple that has kids, where the children 
might be a constant reminder of what 
they are missing and want so badly. And 
it might even be hard to become friends 
with other couples, as many people 
meet through their children’s friend-
ships and play dates.

And then there are those who have 
not yet met their bashert, who may 
have a huge hole in their heart. Sitting 

at family meals, with strings of kids 
running around and playing, watch-
ing couples hold hands or talk to each 
other lovingly—this can be painful, 
more than some can bear. Chagim are 
meal-oriented, and being single among 
so many couples could be astonishingly 
diffi cult.

People who are married and have not 
had the challenge of being single for 
long may not understand why some 
unmarried people may choose not to 
be with family on the chagim. It’s not 
a personal rejection of the family; it’s a 
way to keep oneself together, to not fall 

apart, to not feel agonizing pain for yet 
another year’s holiday.

Sometimes I look at a house or family 
and think, oh, they’re adorable, they’re 
so perfect. But something I learned 
recently, through wisdom I’ve acquired, 
is that there is no such thing as the per-
fect family.

Some families suffer abuse, emo-
tional or physical, and this often cannot 
be seen on the outside. Some children 
may have lost a parent. Some parents 
have lost a child. Then there are many 
families who have a child who is sick, 
whether with cancer or any number of 
scary diseases.

There is no end to the tragedies peo-

There is always a missing piece 
to life’s puzzle.
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ple live with, often having no way to 
make things better.

We may see people over these cha-

gim, and be happy to spend time with 
them, and still feel pain at the same 
time. These are not mutually exclusive.

When we daven to Hashem this year, 
we can hopefully ask with serious kava-

nah for Hashem to fi ll in the missing 
pieces of our lives. Whether it’s health, 
happiness, children, getting married, or 
a refuah for someone who is sick, let’s 
pray that Hashem completes our lives 
for the good. And if He chooses not to, 
or if we don’t see it, we must assume 
there is a good reason why, and a time 
and place for everything.

And if the missing pieces of your life 
aren’t fi lled in as you had hoped, try to 
fi nd distractions to keep you busy and 
feeling complete. Giving tzedakah, get-
ting involved in charities or volunteer-
ing, donating to the charity that most 
correlates to the issue you are dealing 
with (Chai Lifeline, for example, for 
those with children who have cancer), 
or a myriad of other things to keep your 
mind off what you don’t have.

To start with, you are alive. That is one 
thing to be thankful for. Try not to take 
it for granted. People die all the time, 
as is Hashem’s will. Hashem has given 
you the gift of life. Also, you might have 
some family, whether it be siblings, par-
ents, a spouse, or kids; however close or 
emotionally or physically far apart they 
may be, it is still a berachah that you 
have people, hopefully ones who care 
about you.

There are so many organizations that 
do good work. If you can’t have a child, 
perhaps Bonei Olam can help you. If 
you don’t have the money to plan a 
wedding, there’s an organization to help 
with that.

Your life may feel incomplete, such 
as a puzzle with a missing piece, but 
look at the 999 pieces of the puzzle that 
do fi t. You should look at your life and 
see all that is good, not what is bad or 
incomplete.

You can walk, breathe, swallow, and 
laugh. Your children are healthy and in 
school. You have food to eat; you’re not 
starving. These are just a few things not 
to be taken for granted that make up a 
full life.

Remember, you can search high and 
low and never fi nd a family that is per-
fect. Or you can look at what you have 
and say, this is perfect enough for me. 

Note: I’m writing these articles because 

I hope my story will provide encourage-

ment, hope, and information that will 

be helpful to others. Please understand, 

however, that I cannot offer medical 

advice or referrals to treatment.

Michele Herenstein is a freelance 

journalist and can be reached at 

michelesherenstein@hotmail.com.

The Sukkah Wasn’t Built In A Day

Many years have passed since I was 
a builder. OK, I was never actually a 
builder; I was a builder’s assistant. And 
that was only once a year, in late Sep-
tember or early October, when I would 
help to build our sukkah.

The chief contractor was my hus-
band, Arnie. And putting up the sukkah

was not his strong suit. It was the same 
scenario every year. Hubby would strug-
gle with heavy canvas, long metal poles, 
and bamboo rods, and I would watch 
the struggle. I thought of myself as the 
second-in-command, so I would try to 
help Hubby decide which pole would 
go where.

But this was only after we moved into 
our own home. Before that, in the early 
years of our marriage, we were apart-

ment dwellers and we depended on 
the generosity and hospitality of others 
who allowed us to share their sukkah.

I would schlep pots of hot food to 
a neighbor three doors down. Hubby 
would help me on the fi rst trip. But 
once he sat down in the sukkah and 
began to engage in conversation with 
our hosts, it was I alone who trudged 
back and forth to get anything we had 
forgotten to bring.

The hot food did not stay hot for long. 
By the time it arrived at our destina-
tion, the soup was room temperature—
and chicken soup at room temperature 
is tasteless. Schlepping back and forth 
between our apartment and the suk-

kah was tiring, but I was rewarded for 
my effort: it was the only holiday of the 

entire year that I did not gain weight. 
That was not only because of the exer-
cise, but also because I never got much 
time to sit and eat.

All that changed a few years later, 
when we bought our own home. We 
moved in on Sunday, October 1, 1967. 
The date is one I will always remem-
ber, as it was right before Rosh Hasha-
nah and the pressure was on to pur-
chase a sukkah ASAP. Hubby was in 
charge of this, and two days after Rosh 
Hashanah he went sukkah-shopping. He 
came home with a blue-and-yellow can-
vas and several metal poles. Then, on 
a second trip to the “sukkah store,” he 
brought home bamboo poles.

He put the sukkah up, and before he 
took it down, I wrote, with a perma-
nent-ink pen, north, south, east, and 
west on the poles. At the time it seemed 
like a sensible thing to do. But the fol-
lowing year, we could not remember 
where the pole marked north was sup-
posed to be. There was no way to mark 
the poles in accordance with any direc-
tion. It just did not work out.

that’s the 
WAY IT IS
By Hannah Reich Berman

Continued on Page 46
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The placement of the poles was 
important because in one of the suk-

kah’s four walls there was supposed 
to be a doorway. It remains unclear 
to me why I thought that labeling the 
poles would be effective. It was proba-
bly equally unclear to Hubby. But it was 
what I did.

The following couple of years, before 
putting the sukkah away after the holi-
day, I marked the poles again, this time 
labeling them 1-2-3-4 or A-B-C-D. But nei-
ther of those schemes proved any more 
helpful than the earlier markings. We 
had no idea where A went and we were 
not certain if the pole marked B was to 
the left or the right of the one marked 
A.

As we did in the previous years, we 
muddled through and Hubby got the 
sukkah up and standing, if not quite the 
way it had been the year before. After a 
while, the poles had so many markings 
(from top to bottom, of course, since 
the poles were too narrow for horizon-

tal markings) that they resembled Chi-
nese scripture.

And then we added to the confusion 
by deciding to enlarge the sukkah. This 
meant the acquisition of more poles and 
buying an additional piece of canvas. At 
that time we gave up those round bam-
boo poles for the sukkah covering. We 

did that because there were times when 
one pole would roll and create a dom-
ino effect. If one pole rolled, it bumped 
into the one next to it, which then rolled 
into another one, and so on. It was rem-
iniscent of a house of cards—when one 
went down, the others followed.

So we thought about other types 
of s’chach. Hubby felt that we should 

have “the real thing,” something that 
was actually once in the earth. So he 
decided to weed through a fi eld for veg-
etation. He was successful—depend-
ing on how one defi nes success. He did 
come home with palm leaves and other 
forms of greenery, but he ended up with 
scratches on his hands and legs and an 

abundance of bug bites. While he was 
busy placing this new s’chach atop the 
sukkah, I was out buying calamine 
lotion for him! He never did it again.

The next year, he got mats. These 
were a lot easier to work with, but 
Hubby was not entirely convinced that 
they were a “kosher” covering. The gen-
tleman in the sukkah store assured 

Hubby that they were—but, then again, 
he was the one selling them! Regarding 
how kosher this covering was, we later 
learned that it more or less depended 
on which rabbi one consulted with.

To add to Hubby’s sukkah-build-
ing troubles, the canvas seemed to 
have somehow shrunk over the years. 
This meant that one piece never quite 
reached from one pole to the next! Not 
wanting to have large openings that 
allowed daylight to stream in, and that 
may render the sukkah not kosher, I 
would do creative decorating and make 
sure the fl owers, greenery, and posters 
covered those openings. But after a few 
years of playing around with shrinking 
canvas and marked-up poles that we 
had no idea where to position, I got fed 
up. Hubby was the builder, but I was the 
one who was annoyed.

I believe the fi nal straw was when it 
happened that the entire sukkah had 
been erected and somehow the door-
way was on the far side, nowhere near 
the house, so that in order to serve I had 
to walk around the whole thing. It was 
then that I surprised Hubby with a new 
sukkah. The walls were sheets of blue-
and-white fi berglass, and he was over-
joyed with it. That is, he was overjoyed 
until he went to put the sukkah up and 
discovered that the sheets were heavy 
and, with his chronically painful back, 
too cumbersome for him to handle.

Our children were too young to 
assist in the project, so I got smart and 
gifted Hubby yet again. I surprised him 
by doing what I should have done all 
along: I hired some neighborhood boys 
to put the sukkah up for us and to take 
it down when the chag ended!

That’s the way it was, and that was the 
way it remained until we handed the 
sukkah over to our daughter and started 
spending the entire holiday with her.

G’mar chatimah tovah to all! 

Hannah Berman lives in Woodmere and gives 

private small-group lessons in mah-jongg and 

canasta. She can be reached at Savtahannah@

aol.com or 516-902-3733.

Hubby got the sukkah up, 
if not quite the way it had been 

the year before.

THAT’S THE WAY IT IS!
Continued from Page 45
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Question
I met a woman at a Shabbaton a while 

back. After thinking about her for more 
than a month, I contacted one of the 
shadchanim from the weekend to redt 
her to me. When I didn’t hear back from 
the shadchan by the end of the evening, 
I contacted another shadchan—who’d 
had nothing to do with the Shabba-

ton—to redt the same woman.
But I didn’t realize that even though 

I hadn’t heard back from the fi rst shad-

chan, she ended up redding the shidduch 
at the same time as the second one. What 
I think happened was that she didn’t get 
back to me until she spoke to the woman 
fi rst. This woman and I ended up going 
with the second shadchan, and the fi rst 
shadchan got very mad at me.

At fi rst I didn’t care, because the dat-
ing relationship was going great any-
way. But now that there are problems, 
I’m not sure which shadchan I should 
involve or if I should bring a different 
shadchan into the mix.

Here’s the problem: When this 
woman and I go out to fancy restau-
rants the dates are amazing, but when 
the dates are more low-key, she seems 
to get annoyed at everything. It’s not 
that I can’t afford expensive dates, but 
sometimes I like to chill. Could she be 
a gold-digger? I want to add that we are 
both divorced.

The fi rst shadchan knows this woman 
very well, and maybe she could give me 
some insight, but I have a feeling she is 
still mad at me. The second shadchan 
doesn’t know her, which is why I was 
thinking of bringing in a third shad-

chan who I am sure knows this woman. 
What’s your advice?

Response
By Baila Sebrow

It sounds like you treated the two 
shadchanim as if they are Uber driv-
ers; you put out a call to more than one 
shadchan regarding the same woman, 
and whoever got there fi rst was the 
lucky candidate to land the job. Your 
cavalier attitude about your conduct is 
even more perplexing than the situa-
tion you are in.

Regarding the shadchan you called on 
fi rst, in my opinion you have burned 
your bridges with her, at least with 
this particular shidduch. That’s a pity, 
because she would have been the per-
fect person to mediate. As you said, not 
only does she know the woman you are 
dating, but she was also involved with 

4:30 am @ Yeshiva Sh’or Yoshuv – Mishnah Berurah: Rabbi Shmuel Grossman

5:00 am @ Yeshiva Sh’or Yoshuv – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Shmuel Grossman

5:15 am @ Y.I. of Woodmere – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Rafael Fink

5:30 am @ Chofetz Chaim Torah Center – Cedarhurst

@ Rabbi Neiman’s Shul – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Yossi Schonkopf

5:45 am @ Agudah of L.I. (Rabbi Reisman) – Magid Shiur: Rav Shmuel Witkin

@ Kehillas Bais Yehudah Tzvi (the Red Shul)

6:00 am @ Agudah of L.I – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Dr. Mermelstein

@
@ Rabbi Blumenkrantz’s shul

 Aish Kodesh – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Sholom Fried, Rabbi Daniel Fink

@ CBEY- Island Ave., Woodmere – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Shalom Rosner

@ Yeshiva Sh’or Yoshuv – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Dovid Greenblatt

6:10 am @ Beis Medrash of Cedarhurst – Rabbi Spiegel

6:15 am @ Cong. Beis Avraham – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Henoch Grumet

@ Beis Haknesses of North Woodmere

6:30 am @ Agudah of West Lawrence – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Moshe Brown

@ Young Israel of Law./Cedar. Maggid Shiur: Yale Fishman/Yaakov Shalev
@ Y.I. of Oceanside

@ Rabbi Katz's Shul in Far Rockaway – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Pinchas Birnhack

6:40 am @ Y.I. of Woodmere – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Aron Glatt

@ Congregation Beth Shalom – Maggid Shiur: Rabbi Yechiel Weberman
6:45 am @ Shaaray Tefila – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Kalish

@ The White Shul – Magidei Shiur: Rabbi Kanner

@ Agudah of the Five Towns – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Ephraim Edelstein

@ Agudas Yisroel of Long Island – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Tzvi Flaum

7:00 am @ Agudah of L.I. – Sunday ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Dr. Mermelstein

@ Congregation Beth Avraham – Sunday ONLY

@ Yeshiva Gedolah of 5 Towns – Magid Shiur: Rav Yitzchok Knobel

@ Young Israel of Law./Ced. – Sunday ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Yale Fishman

7:09 am @ Far Rockaway LIRR 3rd car from the end – Direct to Penn Station

Magid Shiur: Rabbi Kodesh

7:10 am @ Agudah of Bayswater

@ Mesivta Ateres Yaakov, 131 Washington Avenue
7:15 am @ Aish Kodesh – Sunday ONLY

@ Kehillas Bais Yehudah Tzvi (the Red Shul)

@ Chabad – Maple Avenue, Cedarhurst

7:30 am @ Agudah of L.I. (Rabbi Reisman) In Library – Magidei Shiur:

Rabbis S. Kohn, N. Schweid, R. Flegman

@ Congregation Heichal Dovid – Sunday ONLY

7:35 am @ Y.I. of Woodmere – Sunday ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi R. Fink

7:45 am @ Kehillas Bais Yehudah Tzvi (the Red Shul) – Sunday ONLY

@
@ Rabbi Blumenkrantz’s shul - Shabbos ONLY

 Beth Sholom – Sunday ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Yale Fishman

7:50 am @ Far Rockaway LIRR front section of the last car – Direct to Penn Station

7:55 am @ Lawrence LIRR – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Pesach Lerner

8:00 am @ Shaaray Tefila – Sunday ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Kalish

@ Agudas Yisroel of Long Island – Sunday ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Tzvi Flaum

@ Mesivta Ateres Yaakov, 131 Washington Avenue (Shabbos Only)

8:10 am @ LIRR Far Rockaway Branch, in the last car of the train, which makes stops at

Inwood, Lawrence, Cedarhurst and Woodmere at 8:22 am
Magid Shiur: Rabbi Menachem Adler

8:15 am @ Beth Sholom – Shabbos ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Yale Fishman

8:45 am @ Agudah of L.I. – Sunday ONLY in library

@ Sunday mornings at Beis Tefilah – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Shaya Richmond

10:15 am @ The White Shul – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Matt Cohen

12:50 pm @ Cedarhurst Center – Ground Floor Conf. Room – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Lichtenstein

8:00 pm @ Agudah of L.I. – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Nochum Katz

@ Aish Kodesh – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Simcha Weingott

@ Y.I. of Far Rockaway – Magid Shiur: R’ Daniel Martin and R’ Avraham Bachrach 

8:15 pm @ Cong. Beis Medrash of Cedarhurst – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Dovid Spiegel

8:30 pm @ Y.I. of Oceanside

@ Congregation Heichal Dovid

8:45 pm @ Yeshiva Sh’or Yoshuv – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Dovid Metz

@ Rabbi Blumenkrantz – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Yosef Friedler

9:00 pm @ Agudah of L.I. – Magid Shiurim: Rabbi Lichtenstein/Rotating Chaburah

@ Agudah of West Lawrence – Rabbi Brown’s Shul

@ Agudah of Bayswater

@ Beis Tefilah – (Tues.– Thurs.) Maggid Shiur: Rabbi Ephraim Edelstein

DAFYOMISHIURIM
In the 5 Towns Far Rockaway Area

Continued on Page 48
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the Shabbaton you both attended. If 
you had respected normal protocol, we 
would not be having this conversation 
in the fi rst place.

I am not deliberately trying to make 
you feel bad about how you mishandled 
the situation. However, because you are 
so nonchalant about how you arranged 
for the shidduch to be redt, I want you to 
understand the negative ramifi cations 
of your actions. It is my hope that you 
learned that there are consequences in 
playing one shadchan against the other. 
Unfortunately, such situations recur 
often, as the single guy or girl becomes 
anxious when they do not hear back 
from a shadchan in what they consider a 
timely fashion. This can lead to hurt feel-
ings on the part of the shadchan, as he or 
she rightfully feels used.

You do not indicate how long the rela-
tionship with this woman has been 
going on, but I would not advise you 
to consult shadchan number two, who 
does not even know her. In fact I am con-
vinced that it might make matters worse. 

And I strongly caution you that under no 
circumstance should you even consider 
bringing a third shadchan into this deal.

At this point, you should try and eval-
uate your dating relationship from var-
ious angles. Most people, when in the 
process of searching for a shidduch, are 
more focused on the person they are dat-
ing rather than where they go or what 

they do on the date. Many single women 
have expressed that they feel uncomfort-
able having the guy spend vast amounts 
of money on their dates. To such women, 
it makes no sense for the guy to go all 
out monetarily, as no one can predict the 
outcome of a date, even if the couple has 
dated a number of times. In relationships, 
there is no guarantee that the end result 

will be a mutually positive one. Experts 
are inclined to advise dating couples to 
focus on activities where the two people 
will get to know one another, regardless 
of their age or previous marital status.

However, there are men, such as you, 
who do enjoy treating their dates to 
fancy restaurants, and there are women 
who are quite content to be the recipi-

ents of such generosity. There are also 
women who not only prefer but expect 
to be wined and dined on every date. This 
does not necessarily brand them gold-dig-
gers, although it might appear that way. 
The women who expect guys to pay for 
expensive dates usually will only date 
men who are fi nancially capable of doing 
so. In frum circles that is commonly seen 

among those who have been previously 
married to well-to-do men. Oftentimes, 
if a woman has become accustomed to 
a lavish lifestyle, she seeks the same in a 
future spouse.

It can be diffi cult to ascertain how 
fi nancially well-off a man in fact is, but if 
he wines and dines the woman on every 
date, it will give her the impression and 
the assurance she seeks that she can con-
tinue to live the lifestyle she is familiar 
with. This is why some women expect 
to be treated to fancy restaurants and 
expensive outings on all their dates. But 
I can see why you are worried. There can 
be a fi ne line between seeking fi nancial 
security and seeking a gold mine.

You need to understand that there is a 
difference between the two. A gold-dig-
ger will not see the relationship as mean-
ingful unless you are extremely wealthy 
and willing to splurge on her.

I am not discounting the possibil-
ity that the woman you are dating is 
a gold-digger, particularly because her 
behavior appears worse when she is not 
wined and dined. You want to make sure 
that this woman, or any woman you 
date, is dating you because she enjoys 
your company, not your money. More 
importantly, you want to make sure that 
you properly verify any suspicion you 
may have.

While in a relationship, a gold-dig-
ger might drop a few subtle hints that 
may be red fl ags that she is in it for the 
money only. Other than enjoying expen-
sive dates, does this woman ever tell you 
or hint that she requires money for per-
sonal needs, such as clothing or help in 
paying bills? In the course of your con-
versations, does she ever allude to view-
ing those with less money as inferior? Is 
she openly envious of people who appear 
to be wealthy? What types of questions 
does she ask you—if any—about your 
income?

Because there can be so many other 
indications of a gold-digger, I believe that 
it is best to tackle any doubt or misgiv-
ings you have with someone directly. 
This woman clearly feels comfortable 
enough with you to show annoyance 
when things do not go as she anticipates. 
That should be your open ticket for dis-
cussing your feelings on the matter. 
Express your concerns and how you plan 
to live your life with a future spouse. If 
this woman is a true gold-digger, she will 
go running if she believes that you can-
not provide her with the lifestyle she 
craves and feels entitled to.

Baila Sebrow is president of Neshoma 

Advocates, communications and recruit-

ment liaison for Sovri-Beth Israel, exec-

utive director of Teach Our Children, 

and a shadchanis. She can be reached at 

Bsebrow@aol.com. 

Questions and comments can be submitted to 

5townsforum@gmail.com.

There can be a fi ne line between 
seeking fi nancial security 
and seeking a gold mine.

DATING FORUM
Continued from Page 47
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5 T J T  P u z z l e  P a g e

Solution To Previous Crossword: 
Symbolically

Puzzle appeared on Page 52 of the September 11 issue.
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Crossword: 
All About Jonah
B Y  Y O N I  G L A T T

Across

1. Glazer of comedy
6. Israeli city spelled several different 

ways
10. Director Peter
14. Goes on the light rail
15. Bar mitzvah, e.g.
16. “So what ___ is new?”
17. They get mistaken for chassidim

18. Archipelago part
19. Shiluach ha’kan need
20. One way to get to Oz
22. Schrader on Breaking Bad

24. Ed.’s request
25. Rivers of note
27. Half a laugh
28. Jonah anointed him king
32. Red coin?
33. Sacred song
35. Some are pale
36. Make fun of
37. Aero fi nish
38. Destination for Jonah
40. Jonah plant
44. Emeritus: Abbr.
45. Small amount
46. Like Felix Unger
47. Collect
50. Brown alternative
51. ___-hepher, Jonah’s hometown
52. Female warrior in the “Thor” movies
53. Game with colors
56. Lorne’s letters
57. Scarf
58. “. . . tishkach ___”
63. Screen symbol
65. Style of poker
67. Gives a hoot
68. Exile of 1979
69. Good girl’s name?
70. It might be airtight
71. Forbidden marks

72. Tree name
73. Mexican shekels

Down

1. Where 38-Across is, today
2. City founded by Pizarro
3. Rabbi Steinsaltz
4. Shiluach ha’kan need
5. Kind of korban

6. ___ Lanka
7. Ironic outdoors activity for Jonah
8. Etta James classic
9. NCSY demographic
10. Lies locale
11. Teacher of Jonah
12. One setting in Jonah
13. Cash in
21. Like Har Sinai’s location
23. Mattress fi ller
26. Matriarch with the most children
28. Yeshiva Week mon.
29. Judge with wicked sons
30. Egg maker
31. Consumers
34. Loose talk?
37. Cinematic legend Lumet
39. Sleeveless garments
40. Immanuel of note
41. Indeed
42. Granola morsel
43. Degree in math?
45. Theme of Jonah, in a word
47. Court stat
48. Time for Jonah
49. Like Jonah, at one point
50. Little shooter
54. Fritter away
55. Parashah summary
59. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, e.g.
60. Eye part
61. Biblical viewpoint
62. Destroyers of Jonah’s (possible) grave
64. School org. for bright kids
66. Father of Chushim
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Working Together: Former 

5T Resident Builds ‘Hub Etzion’
When Amy Gottlieb Shuter left 

Cedarhurst with her husband and sev-
en-year-old triplets, she had no idea 
how her story was going to turn out. 
No one could have predicted the twists 
and turns—the dramatic downs, and 
dramatic ups.

Amy and Barry Shuter came to Israel 
on a pilot trip in April 2011, with plans 
in hand to start their own business. 
A case of pneumonia put Barry in the 
hospital in Jerusalem—a hospital he 
would not walk out of. Amy’s three chil-
dren, Miri, Eliana, and Binyamin, were 
taken care of by her “superwoman” sis-
ter-in-law, Miriam Gottlieb (also for-
merly of Cedarhurst) in Neve Daniel 
during Barry’s extended hospitaliza-
tion. Barry passed away in May 2011, 
and Amy made aliyah with her kids 
while sitting shivah, moving to Neve 
Daniel where her brother and sister-in-
law could continue to provide support.

Thus began Amy’s road to rebuilding 
a life for herself and her kids, one day 
at a time. “I had to spend four years 
redefi ning myself as a single mother, 
as a dating mother,” says Amy, but adds 
that her faith in G-d is helping her 
accept her new reality. “Do I like every 
decision He made for me? No. But I am 
thankful for all the things He put in 
place to help us survive.”

Amy has now entered a second chap-
ter in the rebuilding of her life. She 
is opening a new business in Gush 
Etzion, just fi ve minutes from her 

home in Neve Daniel. Together with 
business partner and fellow Neve Dan-
iel resident Rachel Temkin Moore, she 
is opening the fi rst co-working hub for 
start-ups and entrepreneurs in all of 
Gush Etzion, “Hub Etzion.”

The Hub, located in an industrial 
park just minutes from most of the 
yishuvim around Gush Etzion and 
across from Efrat, is relatively new. 
The offi ce space is 350 square meters 
(almost 3,800 square feet) and includes 
enclosed offi ces for one to four people, 
open space with “hot desks” that can 
be rented by the day or month, a spa-
cious conference room, and a kitchen.

“We are hoping to create a func-
tional and beautiful workspace for the 
many, many residents of Gush Etzion 
that work from home, telecommute, 

freelance, or are just starting their own 
‘start-up nation’ venture and bootstrap-
ping it,” says co-founder Rachel Moore. 
“We have a long list of people who are 
waiting to fi nally have a local place 
to work. Great Wi-Fi, coffee, and net-
working opportunities—we even have 
a gym in the building for our members 
to use.”

Hub Etzion is following a model of 
several co-working hubs in suburban 
areas that have popped up in recent 
years throughout the U.S. and more 
recently in parts of Israel like Raa-
nana, Modi’in, and Bet Shemesh. Hubs, 
accelerators, and incubators are all 
work facilities that are intrinsic parts 
of the start-up culture, as they allow 
for monthly commitments, shoestring 
budgets, and the new trend in hi-tech 
for people to work on projects rather 
than for a single company.

According to a Deskmag survey, the 
number of co-working spaces is dou-
bling annually. In the 2013 Forbes arti-
cle “Why Coworking Spaces Are Here to 
Stay,” Sande Golgart of Regus explains: 
“It’s a natural evolution of technol-
ogy. It’s a blend of technology and peo-
ple getting smarter about getting effi -
cient use out of their space. Nowadays 
people don’t necessarily need a land-
line all the time that’s plugged into a 
wall that they have to go to and sit in 
front of every single day. Nowadays an 
offi ce worker can be mobile, and an 
on-the-go entrepreneur would simply 
be wasting money by paying for a full 
time offi ce.”

“When my life started to fall out 
from under my feet and I had no idea 

how I was going to pick up the pieces, 
the Neve Daniel and the entire Gush 
Etzion community was there for me. 
Since those fi rst few weeks, I knew 
that at the right time and in the right 
way I would fi nd an opportunity to 
give back. This is about creating a suc-
cessful business, about being able to 
fi nally support myself and my family 
without assistance, G-d willing. But 
this is also about giving my commu-
nity a place to grow, a place to help 
businesses succeed and my friends and 
neighbors work better, work more effi -
ciently, and improve the community 
as a whole.”

Shuter and Moore are currently in 
the process of raising a round of fund-
ing in order to fi nish renovating the 
offi ce space, including a crowdfund-
ing campaign on the Indiegogo plat-
form.

Amy’s former community of the Five 
Towns has also remained a part of her 
rebuilding process—up to and includ-
ing the creation of Hub Etzion. “When 
I needed help to buy a home, some 
of our dearest friends from the Five 
Towns helped. Now they have contrib-
uted to our crowdfunding campaign, 
and it’s like they are still right with 
me, helping me be more and more on 
my own two feet, no longer needing 
to ask. It is beautiful and humbling to 
see friends who I tearfully left to real-
ize our dream of aliyah stay a part of 
the story and help me with this next 
chapter.”

For more information about Amy’s 
Hub, visit http://igg.me/at/HubEtzion or 
www.facebook.com/HubEtzion. 

Amy Shuter and family
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Our Gifts To Kohanim
Machberes: Inside The Chassidish And Yeshivish World

B Y  R A B B I  G E R S H O N  T A N N E N B A U M

Note: As we recall the service per-

formed in the Beis HaMikdash on Yom 

Kippur, it is an appropriate time to publi-

cize the work of Igud HaKohanim.

Kehuna.org is the educational website 
of Igud HaKohanim, the foremost con-
temporary kehunah organization oper-
ated by kohanim. The primary purpose 
of Igud Kohanim is advancing the appli-
cation of kehunah, the Jewish priest-
hood, to the general Jewish population. 
Kehunah has been a fundamental part 
of mankind’s relationship with the G-d 
of Israel since the world’s creation. It 
has been a part of the deep-rooted her-
itage and history of the Jewish people 
since before the Exodus, and contin-
ues to have an important role in Juda-
ism today.

Kehunah, integral to historical and 
contemporary Jewish life, is also a fun-
damental component of the future third 
Holy Temple. Igud HaKohanim takes 

pride in delivering to today’s kohen a 
comprehensive database of what the 
Torah and halachah expect of kohanim, 
where a kohen will fi nd viable means of 
connecting with other kohanim and to 
the rich Torah- and halachah-based her-
itage of the kehunah.

Who is a kohen? A kohen is a Jew-
ish priest by birth and of direct patri-
lineal descent from Aharon HaKohen. 
The kehunah (priesthood) in Judaism 
is passed down from father to son, pro-
vided the son is not the product of a 
marriage prohibited to a kohen. Once 
born a kohen, the kohen remains so for 
life and passes the kehunah on to his off-
spring. A kohen has no option in terms 
of kehunah restrictions, such as becom-
ing impure to the deceased, marrying a 
divorcée, etc., but does have an option 
in accepting benefi ts; i.e., the kohen has 
the right to forgo certain kehunah priv-
ileges.

The Torah and Chazal place numer-
ous restrictions regarding whom 
a kohen may marry; only permit-
ted marriages produce a “kosher” 
kohen fi t to perform those services 

a kohen is commanded to perform. 
Today, there are thousands of reli-
gious kohanim worldwide who are 
proud descendants of Aharon HaKo-
hen and are happy to perform those 
mitzvos that apply to kohanim, includ-
ing nesias kapayim (priestly blessings) 
and pidyon ha’ben (redemption of the 
fi rstborn son).

Kohanim are in fact members of 
Shevet Levi, and are often referred to 
in the Torah as “the kohanim the Lev-
ites.” The Talmud cites Rabbi Yehoshua 
ben Levi who counted 24 places in the 
Torah where the kohanim are called 
Levi’im. However, they are not inter-
changeable, nor have Levi’im been 
called kohanim. Scholars have com-
piled 21 locations where the reference 
has been found. The others are yet 
unknown. Talmidei chachamim have 
presented different ways to complete 
the count; however, there is no con-
sensus beyond the 21 citations. This is 
discussed in Sefer Ben Yehuda, Kuntres 

Eitz Yehuda, and Sefer Ohel Dovid.
Of extreme interest is the intention 

of Igud HaKohanim to resurrect the 
mitzvah of giving the foreleg, cheeks, 
and abomasum (the fourth or true 
stomach of cud-chewing animals) of 
every kosher slaughtered animal to a 
kohen. This mitzvah is unique in that 
it is to be performed by the shochet. 
This applies to every four-legged ani-
mal, even if slaughtered for commer-
cial use and even if the animal does 
not belong to the shochet. The mitz-

vah of giving the foreleg, cheeks, and 
abomasum is one of the “matanos” 
(gifts), the most frequent of all the 24 
Torah-mandated gifts to the kohen.

Unfortunately, this mitzvah has 
fallen to the wayside of Jewish life. 
Torah-true observant Jews, kohanim, 
shochtim, and kashrus-certifying agen-

Birkas Kohanim at the Kotel
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cies are almost uniformly unaware of 
its details and specifi c requirements. 
Igud Kohanim has launched its cam-
paign to restore the giving of the 
foreleg, cheeks, and abomasum to 
kohanim and to the mitzvah’s glory.

The following are some highlights 
of Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh De’ah 61, 
which is titled “The Foreleg, Cheeks, 
and Abomasum to Kohanim.”

The shochet is required to give the 
foreleg, cheeks, and abomasum of 
an ox and sheep to a kohen. .  .  . The 
cheeks are from the portion where 
they begin up until the opening of 
the trachea, which is called “the great 
ring,” including the tongue between 
those two joints. Also, the shochet is 
to give the cheeks with the attached 
skin and wool that is on the head of 
goats. The shochet is not permitted to 
soak the cheeks in hot water in order 
to remove its skin before giving it to 
the kohen. The shochet gives the abo-
masum to the kohen with all of its fat, 
both inner fat and outer fat. This is 
obligatory irrespective of whether the 
kohanim of an area have a custom to 
leave the fats with the owner of the 
animal. (61:1–4)

Even though it is permitted to eat 
from the (other) meat of the animal 
before the shochet separates and gives 
the foreleg, cheeks, and abomasum to 
a kohen, the mitzvah is for the shochet

to separate immediately. The foreleg, 
cheeks, and abomasum are forbidden 
to be eaten by a non-kohen (unless 
permitted or sold by the kohen). Note: 
The preferred fulfi llment of the mitz-

vah is for the shochet to immediately 

separate the foreleg, cheeks, and abo-
masum, before the animal is checked 
for its kosher status. (61:5)

If the shochet is not slaughtering 
the animal for normal consumption, 
such as to feed dogs or for medici-
nal purposes, the shochet is neverthe-
less obligated to the give the foreleg, 
cheeks, and abomasum to a kohen. If, 
however, the shochet discovers that 
the animal is treif (non-kosher), the 
shochet is exempt from the mitzvah. 
Note: This applies if the animal is treif

according to the Torah. If the animal 
is treif according to rabbinical inter-
pretation, the matter is in dispute 
between the Toras Yekusiel and the 
Rambam. (61:6)

The shochet should initially attempt 
to give the foreleg, cheeks, and aboma-
sum to a kohen who is also a learned 
scholar. If no scholarly kohen is avail-
able, then an unlearned kohen can be 
a recipient. (61:7) The foreleg, cheeks, 
and abomasum can be given to a 
kohenes (female kohen) even if not 
married to a kohen. Giving the foreleg, 
cheeks, and abomasum to the non-ko-

hen husband of a kohenes fulfi lls 
the mitzvah. The mitzvah exempts a 
non-kohen husband of a kohenes from 
having to give a foreleg, cheeks, and 
abomasum. (61:8) Kohanim are exempt 
from this mitzvah. (61:22) Levi’im are 
exempt. (61:23) A partnership in an 
animal with a kohen or a non-Jew cre-
ates an exemption. (61:26)

A shochet should not distribute one 
set of foreleg, cheeks, and abomasum 
to several kohanim, as an individual 
kohen may not receive a sizable por-

tion. However, the foreleg may be 
given to one kohen, the abomasum to 
another kohen, and the cheeks to yet 
two other kohanim. If an ox is large, 
then the shochet may divide the fore-
leg, giving one part of the foreleg to 
each of two kohanim. (61:9)

If no kohen is immediately avail-
able to receive the gifts, then the sho-

chet may consume or sell the parts. 
However, he must give the monetary 
value to a kohen. The kohen must not 
grab the gifts, nor verbally request 
them. The gifts should respectfully be 
given to him. If several kohanim are 
at a slaughterhouse or place of slaugh-
ter, modest kohanim withdraw their 
hands while gluttonous kohanim grab. 
However, if a kohen is in such place 
that he is unknown, he may acknowl-
edge that he is a kohen and is ready 

to receive. A kohen should not refuse 
the gifts, as the giving of the gifts is a 
mitzvah. (61:10–11)

The giving of the foreleg, cheeks, and 
abomasum is obligatory in all places, 
both in Eretz Yisrael and outside of it, 
with and without the existence of a 
Holy Temple. Some say that the mitz-

vah is not applicable outside of Eretz 

Yisrael, and so they have become 
accustomed. (61:21) Rashi, in his Sefer 

HaPardes published in Kushta, differ-
entiating between the words nohagu

and minhag, directs that in respond-
ing to a query in regard to the giving 
of these gifts, one should not quote 
the lenient opinion as an option. 

Rabbi Gershon Tannenbaum is the rav of B’nai 

Israel of Linden Heights in Boro Park and 

director of the Rabbinical Alliance of America. 

He can be contacted at yeshiva613@aol.com.
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Dear Esther,

Last week I was reading an arti-
cle in a magazine and I came across 
the following line: “When I think of 
the word ‘family’ I get a warm, fuzzy 
feeling all over and sometimes even 
find myself getting all choked up 
with happiness.” I suddenly broke 
out in terrible sobs, which shocked 
me and even scared me a little. They 
were so strong and overwhelming 
that I couldn’t stop myself from cry-
ing for quite some time. Though I’ve 
never been one to live in denial, I 
think that sentence really said it all. 
I realized how pathetic my life was 
and how I was missing out on life’s 
most basic joy.

When I think of family, I think 
of disappointment at best and of 
pain at worst. That’s what that word 
inspires in me. I’ll break it down for 
you. My parents have been gone for 
a few years, but honestly I can’t say 
they were the greatest parents in the 
world. My childhood wasn’t terrific, 
and as an adult, I certainly never felt 
I could turn to them for comfort, 
support, or advice.

I have two brothers. They are both 
much younger than me, and though 
they are nice guys, we really have 

so little in common. Our lifestyles 
are different; their wives are sweet 
enough, but not women I have ever 
really been able to connect with in 
a meaningful way. So though we get 
along, I don’t feel any special kind of 
bond with them.

My two adult children both live far 
away. That’s probably for the best. I 
think they purposely chose to run 
away from my husband and me. Not 
because we are horrible people, but 
because somehow they have always 
had so many issues of their own that 
it’s challenging to be around them. 
That “warm, fuzzy feeling” that 
the author of that magazine article 
wrote about was never there. It was 

always more like, “When are they 
going to turn it around and ‘mensch 
out’? When are they going to stop 
hurting us so badly?”

By now you are probably thinking, 
“So what’s wrong with this woman, 
who doesn’t seem to be able to get 
along with anyone in her life?” Hon-
estly, I don’t think it’s about me. My 
husband and I have a beautiful rela-
tionship. We love being together 
and have the utmost respect for and 
joy with one another. I also have 
many amazing friends, some from as 
far back as elementary school. These 
relationships are very important to 

me and we are extremely close. So 
I know it’s not me. I know that I’m 
more than capable of getting along 
with people, loving people, enjoy-
ing people. Unfortunately, family 
doesn’t seem to provide me with the 
opportunity to share my love and 
feel normal.

Sometimes I’m OK. But when I hear 
or read comments that go on and 
on about how family is just about 

everything, I feel like I’m missing 
something major—like an arm or a 
leg! Seriously, it feels as though I am 
handicapped and forced to live my 
life without a basic part.

This time of the year certainly 
doesn’t help. Most friends are busy 
making plans to share the yamim 

tovim with family. Parents, siblings, 
children—they all seem to be the 
preferred go-to people. And again, 
I am forced to wonder, why us? 
How did this happen? Why is it that 
when it comes to family, my hus-
band and I are left empty-handed? 
(My husband is from out of town, 
and though we actually like his par-
ents and siblings, they are pretty 
much spread out across the country. 
So aside from simchas or an occa-
sional visit, we don’t see that much 
of them.)

I guess I’m just writing to you 
from a place of pain. It hurts a lot. 
And that particular column seemed 
to have highlighted my pain so per-
fectly. Does it ever get better? Can a 
person truly be happy without get-
ting that “warm, fuzzy feeling” from 
family?

Pained

Dear Pained,
Whatever feels broken in a per-

son’s life always surfaces during this 
time of the year. The yamim tovim 
present us with time for contem-
plating where we are in life, where 
we want to be, how we’ve done, and 
what’s missing. And from a practical 
perspective, as we celebrate the hol-

MINDBIZ
By Esther Mann, LCSW

Unfortunately, family doesn’t seem 
to provide me with 

the opportunity to share my love 
and feel normal.
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idays, it is usually glaringly 
obvious to us what’s not 
working. This is true for any-
one not living a perfect sto-
rybook life, in which all the 
puzzle pieces of one’s life fit 
perfectly together, allowing 
a beautiful family portrait 
to emerge. Empty seats at a 
table, signifying lost ones; 
children who have cho-
sen not to share; a missing 
spouse; an angry sibling—
all remind us of what’s gone 
wrong. More often than not, 
something is not the way it 
should be.

You speak of much loss 
in your life and a sense of 
extreme sadness, as the 
word “family,” which could 
and ideally should inspire 
joy, has failed to do so for 
you. This is not how you 
thought your life would 
look like at this stage, cer-
tainly as it relates to family. 
Of course it’s upsetting for 
you. And I won’t even try to 
sugarcoat your situation. To 
say that our lives aren’t very 
much about family would be 
an untruth. However, there 
may be some wiggle room as 
it relates to the definition of 
family.

To begin with, what 
exactly constitutes a fam-
ily? Do a husband and a wife 
define family, or must chil-
dren be present in the mix 

to make it feel real? I believe 
a husband and wife can be 
viewed as a family, and the 
fact that you and your hus-
band have such a wonderful 
marriage is something spe-
cial and not to be taken for 
granted.

Next, the saying that 
“friends are the family we 
choose” is something you 
should jump on. It sounds as 
though you’ve never lacked 
wonderful friendships, 
and I would be surprised if 
every one of your friends 
had a “warm and fuzzy” fam-
ily dynamic. Consider start-
ing a tradition with one or 
more of them to always cel-
ebrate certain yamim tovim

together. Make it feel like 
the family you designed that 
will never let you down.

Even though your in-law 
family lives out of town, do 
you ever consider getting 
on a plane and joining them 
for yamim tovim or invit-
ing some of them to join 
you? If these are people you 
feel close to, it’s worth the 
effort, if at all possible, to 
share the yamim tovim with 
them and, in general, to be 
more present in each other’s 
lives.

Finally, it sounds as 
though you like your broth-
ers enough, but the lack of 
commonality has kept you 

further apart than siblings 
should be. Maybe you need 
to work harder at finding 
something to connect over, 
even if it’s just your DNA! 
You may view them as your 
younger brothers from child-
hood that you had nothing 
in common with. But they 
are adult, married men now, 
and the differences you 
believe exist between you 
may have diminished over 
the years. Check it out!

Do your best. Redefine 
family as much as possi-
ble to a suitable, manage-
able concept. Be creative. 
All these suggestions should 
help. Ultimately, life hands 
us lemons—and they can 
be extremely sour. Some-
times, particularly this time 
of year, we find ourselves 
mourning our lost dreams. 
So, after you’ve given your-
self permission to be sad 
over the disappointments, 
readjust your expectations 
and rework the possibilities.

Wishing you and all our 
readers a healthy and happy 
shanah tovah.

Esther

Esther Mann, LCSW, is a 

psychotherapist in Lawrence. Esther 

works with individuals and couples. 

Together with Jennifer Mann, she 

also runs the “Navidaters.” She can 

be reached at mindbiz44@aol.com or 

516-314-2295.

So that this song may be a witness 
for Me . . . And this song shall testify 

as a witness for them 

(Devarim 31:19)

Thus the prediction that the people of Israel will abandon the 
Torah and will be punished for their sins, serves as a “witness” 
both for the people and for G-d. For the people, that they have 
been forewarned of the consequences of their deeds. And for 
G-d, that He should not be too harsh on them, since He Himself 
foresaw it all and said, “For I know their inclination, and what they 
do, even now, before I have brought them into the land of which I 
promised . . .”

(Malbim)
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Half-Million Jews Join 

In Special Day Of Tefillah

B Y  C H A I M  G O L D

It felt like Ne’ilah on Yom Kippur. Tens 
of gedolei Yisrael pouring their hearts 
out in tefi llah. Venerated rabbanim, 
reciting the 13 Middos of Rachamim, the 
words “Hashem, Hashem Kel Rachum 

v’Chanun” thundering against the silent 
backdrop of trees and weather-beaten 
matzeivos. Most of all it was the tears. 
The sight of the venerated gedolim 
weeping, begging Hashem for Rachamei 
Shamayim in the z’chus of the Chofetz 
Chaim while standing at his kever, was 
something impossible to forget. To see 
the gedolim begging Hashem to protect 
Am Yisrael and begging Him to especially 
protect the lomdei daf hayomi b’halacha, 
who learn the Chofetz Chaim’s Torah on 
a daily basis, sent chills up the spine. As 
the rain beat down, it seemed as if the 
very heavens were crying in unity with 
the gedolim during the tefi llos.

An Unforgettable 
Spiritual Odyssey

The special tefi llah journey of a del-
egation of senior gedolei Yisrael and 
rabbanim to the kever of the Chofetz 
Chaim and the Radin Yeshiva estab-
lished by the Chofetz Chaim and to the 
kever of the avi ha’yeshivos, Rav Chaim 
of Volozhin, in Volozhin, was a spiritual 
odyssey that will not be forgotten.

One could not help but be indelibly 
impacted when hearing the venerated 

rosh yeshiva of Yeshiva Zichron Melech, 
Rav Shmuel Yaakov Borenstein, shlita, 
leading the Selichos in the Yeshiva of 
Radin beis midrash, his voice reverberat-
ing, punctuated with tears, “Ulai yachos 

al am oni v’evyon, ulai yerachem—Per-
haps He will pity his poor and destitute 
people, perhaps He will have mercy!”

Precarious Times Spurred 
The Yom Tefillah

The tefi llos at Radin were the climax 
of the unique worldwide yom tefi llah 
and day of unity that was marked 24 
Elul/September 8, the yahrzeit of the 
Chofetz Chaim.

The precarious times in which we live 
and the proximity of the Chofetz Chaim’s 
yahrzeit to the Yom HaDin of Rosh 
Hashanah spurred the hanhalah of Dir-
shu, with the urging and encouragement 
of leading gedolei Yisrael, to declare the 
Chofetz Chaim’s yahrzeit a special day of 
Torah and tefi llah for all of Klal Yisrael. 
In keeping with the words of the Gemara 
that he who learns the Torah of a tzaddik 
has the ability to invoke Heavenly mercy 
in the tzaddik’s z’chus, hundreds of thou-
sands of Jews the world over engaged in 
learning the daily limud of daf hayomi 

b’halacha and the daily limud in the Sefer 

Chofetz Chaim. Others engaged in heart-
felt recitation of Tehillim. Over 200,000 
copies of the daily learning were distrib-
uted to yeshivos and shuls, over 120,000 
to chadarim, with over 80,000 to girls 
schools and seminaries. In the United 

States and other Diaspora locations, 
tefi llos and learning the Chofetz Chaim’s 
sefarim took place on an unprecedented 
scope. In Brooklyn, large schools such 
as the Belzer Cheder and Yeshiva Tiferes 
Elimelech learned and davened for Klal 
Yisrael. In schools, yeshivos, and cha-

darim throughout Lakewood, Monsey, 
Toronto, Los Angeles, and even Houston, 
Texas, Sefer Chofetz Chaim and Tehillim 
were learned and recited on behalf of 
Klal Yisrael. Even numerous businesses 
stopped in the middle of the work day 
and switched over to the real business of 
davening for Klal Yisrael. Notable among 
them were Riverside Abstract, Madison 
Title, and BP Graphics. Over 50,000 peo-
ple contacted Dirshu and accepted upon 
themselves to learn Mishnah Berurah as 
a result.

In addition, a targeted campaign of 
“Jewish Unity” to unaffi liated Jews 
through various media reached more 
than 500,000 people, urging them at 
this precarious time to take a few min-
utes to daven for the Jewish people.

Gedolim Participate 
From All Sectors

The trip featured the presence of 
numerous gedolei Yisrael, including Rav 
Shmuel Yaakov Borenstein, rosh yeshiva 
of Yeshiva Kiryas Melech in Bnei Brak; 
Rav Shimon Baadani, rosh kollel Torat 
Chaim and a member of the Moetzet 

Chachmei HaTorah; Rav Yechiel Mechel 
Steinmetz, Skverer Dayan of Boro Park; 
Rav Shmuel Eliezer Stern, rav of West-

Continued on Page 63

Rav Simcha Kook (center), a member of the delegation to Radin
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ern Bnei Brak and talmid muvhak of 
Rav Shmuel Wosner, zt’l; Rav Simcha 
HaKohen Kook, chief rabbi of Recho-
vot; Rav Dovid Alter, son of the Gerer 
Rebbe; Rav Shlomo Kanievsky, son of 
Rav Chaim Kanievsky and rosh yeshiva 
of Yeshiva Tiferes Tzion and Kiryas Mel-
ech; Rav Shmuel Bransdorfer, dayan 
of the Toldos Avrohom Yitzchok com-
munity of Bet Shemesh and a son 
of the senior posek Rav Meir Brans-
dorder, zt’l; Rav Menachem Ernster, 
rosh yeshiva of the Vizhnitzer Yeshiva 
and brother-in-law of the Admorim of 
Vizhnitz; Rav Yitzchak Shmuel Shech-

ter, Sanz-Klausenberger Dayan of Net-
anya; Rav Raphael Alkarif, rosh yeshiva 
of Yeshiva Derech Chaim; Rav Chizki-
yahu Mishkovsky, mashgiach of Yeshiva 
Orchos Torah and talmid muvhak of 
Rav Aharon Leib Shteinman; Rav Chaim 
Pesach Horowitz, Belzer Dayan of Ash-
dod and a daf hayomi b’halacha maggid 

shiur; Rav Sariel Rosenberg, Av Beis Din 
at the Beis Din Tzedek of Bnei Brak and a 
daf hayomi b’halacha maggid shiur; Rav 
Dovid Shlomo Zoldan, dayan and rosh 

ha’kollelim of Seret-Vizhnitz, Haifa; Rav 
Shimon Galaei, rav of Osem and dayan 
in Bnei Brak; Rav Aryeh Dinkel, rav of 
the Bayit U’Menucha neighborhood of 
Bet Shemesh; Rav Zishe Horowitz, rav 
of Kehillas Hachassidim of Elad; Rav 
Boruch Yehuda Heimlech, dayan in the 
Eidah Hachareidis and Toldos Aharon 
community; and Rav Binyomin Eck-
stein, Belzer Dayan in London, shlita.

The Plea
The group of gedolim left Eretz Yis-

rael on a chartered plane late Mon-
day night, 23 Elul/September 7. After 
landing in Minsk they journeyed to 
Radin. Throughout the airplane ride 
and bus trips, numerous gedolim 

gave powerful addresses about the 
nature and importance of this mis-
sion and the imperative to learn the 
Chofetz Chaim’s sefarim. After arriv-
ing in Radin, Selichos, Shacharis and 
a daf hayomi b’halacha shiur—the 
daily Mishnah Berurah and Mussar 
program—was held in the beis mid-

rash of the Radin Yeshiva. In that 
holy place, where the Chofetz Chaim 
left his indelible impact, where the 
walls were saturated with words of 

Torah and tefi llah from the pre-Ho-
locaust kedoshim, tefi llos of gedolei 

Torah once more rose to the heavens. 
The nasi of Dirshu, Rav Dovid Hofst-
edter, remarked, “I don’t know if there 
was ever a time since the churban of 
Europe when the beis midrash of the 
Radin Yeshiva was so packed with 
great talmidei chachamim engaged in 
Torah and tefi llah.”

This was followed by tefi llos at the 
kever of the great kohen, the Chofetz 
Chaim. In the same place where Rav 
Chizkiyahu Mishkovsky, zt’l, rav of 
Krinik delivered a hesped on the 
Chofetz Chaim at his levayah, 82 
years later, his grandson, Rav Chiz-
kiyahu Mishkovsky, shlita, delivered 
moving words of chizuk, calling on 
Jews the world over to connect with 

the Chofetz Chaim by undertaking to 
learn his Mishnah Berurah daily. “How 
can a person live as a Jew if he doesn’t 
know the halachos of daily living?”

From Radin, the group went on 
to the town of Volozhin where they 
davened at the kever of Rav Chaim 
of Volozhin. In Radin, Rav Shlomo 
Kanievsky, said, “Rav Chaim of 
Volozhin gave us the mesorah on 
how to learn Torah and the Chofetz 
Chaim gave us the gift of how to keep 
the Torah, halacha l’ma’aseh. We are 
learning your Torah, we are learning 
the Chofetz Chaim’s halachos, please, 
in that z’chus, may all of Klal Yisrael 
and especially the yeshivos ha’kedo-

shos and lomdei halacha be preserved 
and granted heavenly assistance and 
mercy.” 

“How can a person live 
as a Jew if he doesn’t know 

the halachos of daily living?”

Dirshu
Continued from Page 60

Rav Simcha Kook (center), a member of the delegation to Radin
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MAY Freshmen Overcome 
Challenges Together

Confi dence, trust, and striving for 
excellence were just some of the many 
goals facilitated at Mesivta Ateres Yaa-
kov’s ninth-grade orientation outing to 
Project CARE in Amityville last week. 
The freshman class had a memorable 
retreat through a challenging course 

of activities that included a tandem 
zipline, catwalk, high-wire walk, and 
more.

The outing was a success in helping 
the new arrivals bond with their peers 
and their rebbeim in a setting that pro-
moted confi dence, team-building, cohe-
siveness, and cooperation. Many talmi-

dim faced their fears and rose above 

them. It was an inspiring experience for 
talmidim and rebbeim alike. This event, 
besides being an opportunity to rejuve-
nate, was a great opportunity for these 
young men to solidify their self-esteem 
and confi dence. “Doing these activities 
at Project CARE was really challenging 
and scary,” said one freshman student, 
“but I pushed myself and feel stronger 
because of it.”

Rabbi Tsvi Greenfi eld, the mesiv-

ta’s student-activities coordinator, 
explained, “The goal of our freshman 
orientation trip is to promote individ-
ual and team growth, and this kind of 
outing accomplishes that. Our hope is 
that the students will recognize their 

true potential and use the tools they 
acquired on this trip to propel them to 
succeed on the highest levels.” 

Councilman Richards 
Helps Serve Seniors 
On Rosh Hashanah

Council Member Donovan Richards 
(D-Far Rockaway) joined the Jewish 
Community Council of the Rockaway 
Peninsula to help give out food to Jew-
ish seniors for Rosh Hashanah. Coun-
cilman Richards also announced that 
he provided the JCCRP with $75,000 in 
the 2015–16 fi scal budget. Out of that 

AROUND THE
FIVE TOWNS

MAY freshmen enjoying orientation

Continued on Page 66
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funding, $15,000 will go directly to the 
JCCRP’s food pantry, which provides 
food packages to about 1,800 residents 
a month and serves anyone and every-
one, as well as access to SNAP enroll-
ment and emergency food vouchers to 
supermarkets. The remaining $60,000 
will go to senior and youth programs.

The JCCRP kosher client choice pan-
try has gone through extensive reno-
vations and upgrades to help meet the 
increase in clients coming to the pantry 
to receive assistance.

“The Far Rockaway JCC has been help-
ing the community for years and the 
increase in residents they serve through 
the food pantry shows just how large 
of a need there is in our district,” said 
Councilman Richards. “It’s a pleasure 
to provide them with the necessary 
funding to ensure that they are able 
to meet that need while they continue 
to open their doors to anyone who 
comes knocking with an empty stom-
ach. It was great to spend time with our 
seniors who helped build this commu-

nity, wish them a happy Rosh Hasha-
nah, and see them leave with a smile on 
their face.”

“Councilman Richards has been a 
major supporter of the JCCRP since 
he has taken offi ce,” said Nathan Kras-

novsky, executive director of JCCRP. 
“With his continued support and 
increase in funding for our community, 
he has truly helped make this upcoming 
New Year a sweet, healthy, and happy 
one.”

Since 1972, the Jewish Community 

Council of the Rockaway Peninsula has 

been providing services on a non-sectar-

ian basis to those in need and advocat-

ing issues of concern in the community. 

The JCCRP combines and coordinates the 

efforts of all parts of the Jewish commu-

nity, including all the religious, educa-

tional, social-welfare institutions, and 

Jewish communal organizations within 

the Rockaway Peninsula, to improve the 

cultural, educational, social, communal, 

and religious welfare within this com-

munity. The JCCRP aids in meeting the 

needs of the impoverished members of 

the Rockaway community by determin-

ing the nature and extent of their basic 

needs and methods of meeting those 

needs; improves the housing and living 

conditions in the area; prevents the dete-

rioration of existing housing and com-

munity facilities; and serves as advo-

cates for the communal needs of the 

Jewish community. 

Lechu V’Nelcha Shiurim 
In Cedarhurst

As the summer ends and the many 
vacationers have returned to “real-
ity,” the young ladies of Lechu V’Nel-
cha welcomed in the new season of 
shiurim with much excitement. Every-
one was happy to welcome many new 
faces—girls who have just returned 
from seminary and others who wished 
to come and be inspired in time for 
the Yamim Nora’im. The weekly shiur 
for all post-seminary girls who wish to 
learn from Rebbetzin Dina Fink, popu-
lar teacher at Bais Yaakov Intensive and 
founder of Lechu V’Nelcha worldwide, 
is returning for its second year and 
looks forward to making some changes 
to allow for maximum benefi t for all 
those who wish to come. They will now 
be learning together before the shiur 
each week from a sefer on Shaar Bita-

chon of Chovos Halevavos, in a chabu-

ra-style setting, so that as a group they 
can learn and grow together.

The local branch meets every Wednes-
day evening at 8:00 p.m. at Congrega-
tion Tifereth Zvi, 26 Columbia Avenue 
in Cedarhurst. The shiur is free, and all 
not-yet-married post-seminary girls are 
invited to attend.

This shiur is a part of Lechu V’Nel-
cha, a global organization that caters 
to the growing Bais Yaakov graduate 
and is under the auspices of many gedo-

lim including Rav Matisyahu Salomon 
and Rav Chaim Kanievsky. Information 
regarding other branches and organi-
zation-wide programs can be found by 
calling the LVN Hotline at 718-4-800-LVN 
(586). 

Major Renovations 
In Lawrence Schools

Major renovations are nearly com-
plete, and the Lawrence School Dis-
trict Broadway campus and high-school 
facilities are beautiful. The spacious, 
sunny central offi ce is painted a wel-
coming yellow, and friendly faces are 
ready to greet students and parents. 
The large chorus room can easily hold 
a whole chorus for practice sessions in 
the new middle-school art and music 
area, and with newly installed air con-
ditioning, the impressively designed 
high-school lunchroom promises to be 
a comfortable and enjoyable place to 
enjoy a nutritious meal.

AROUND THE FIVE TOWNS
Continued from Page 65
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“Expansive renovations and 
upgrades and new grade confi gura-
tions will set the tone for transforming 
school culture and ultimately impact-
ing student achievement,” commented 
School District Superintendent Gary 
Schall. These renovations were done 
to facilitate the Princeton Plan being 
implemented in the district. Tova 
Plaut, Lawrence School Board trustee, 
is excited about the new plan. “The 
Princeton Plan will help unify our dis-
trict and create a stronger commu-
nity for our students and families,” 
she added. The Princeton Plan places 
all students in the same grade at the 
same school instead of dividing them 
by geographical location. The result is 
more-balanced groups and added cul-
tural diversity.

Renovations at the two schools have 
brought positive changes to the district. 
On a recent tour of the two campuses, 
teachers and staff members expressed 
their happiness with their new spaces. 
“As a staff member, community member, 
and parent of Lawrence graduates, I’m 

so proud of our schools and the work 
that has been done to make the future 
so bright,” said Chicki Zangari, longtime 
employee of Lawrence School District. 
Teachers have planned classroom envi-
ronments designed to create a positive 
experience for their students. The new 
classrooms and offi ces are welcome 
improvements and Lawrence School 
District has built a foundation upon 
which student academic, social, and 
emotional success will be achieved. 

Workshop Aims To 
Empower Divorced Parents

By Faygie Holt

Navigating life as a divorced, single 
parent is never easy, but the challenges 
are compounded when one is part of 
the Orthodox Jewish community—in 
part because of the community’s strong 
family focus and many traditions.

While friends and family will likely 
rally around the divorced parent by 
helping with carpools or inviting them 

for a Shabbat meal, the parent and chil-
dren are still likely to experience lone-
liness, sadness, and frustration. Often 
families receive support when they are 
going through the initial stages of sepa-
ration and divorce, but many fi nd that 
people pull away over time.

To provide newly divorced individ-
uals with the tools they need to help 
themselves and their children, clinical 
psychologist Dr. Barbara Lauer-Listhaus 
and Mrs. Rena Kutner, who herself was 
a young divorced mother (she has since 
remarried), teamed up to create a work-
shop titled “Accepting Your New Nor-
mal: Rebuilding a Better You and Help-
ing Your Children in the Process.”

More than 30 women from across 
New Jersey attended the fi rst workshop, 
which was held at Congregation Rinat 
Yisrael in Teaneck. A second session was 
held at the JCC on Long Island, and was 
equally well-attended.

“We want to empower parents and 
their children to face their peers, their 
extended family, and the community 
with strength and determination to 

Continued on Page 68
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improve their life,” says Lauer-Listhaus, 
who has spent 20 years helping peo-
ple renegotiate their roles as parents 
while dealing with their own emotional 
adjustment to the changes in lifestyle 
that occur following divorce.

Orthodox families dealing with a 
divorce have unique concerns that 
aren’t necessarily faced by others, says 
Lauer-Listhaus. “These young parents 
have to handle the expenses of yeshiva 
education often on a single salary. They 
have to help their children transition 

between two homes, which may have 
different levels of religious observance. 
Many single parents spend the yamim 
tovim alone, without their children.”

As for the children, Lauer-Listhaus 
says they often feel isolated from their 

classmates because their parents are 
absent from the Shabbat table or do not 
attend events at their school. “Some are 
fortunate to have a supportive extended 
family, but others feel ashamed and on 
their own dealing with a stigma that 
still exists within our community,” says 
Lauer- Listhaus.

According to the organizers, the 
workshop provides practical sugges-
tions for different scenarios, as well as 
guidelines for knowing when to seek 
professional help. Parents are encour-
aged to model positive behavior and 
avoid overwhelming their children, 
teaching them how to deal with their 

experiences in a productive manner, 
rather than from a position of anger or 
frustration.

The organizers also encourage 
divorced parents to take the initiative.

“Don’t just wait for an invitation, 

invite friends over for meals on Shab-
bat,” advises Rena Kutner, adding that 
parents should “speak openly about 
their situation to friends and family 
rather than be secretive. Be direct and 
let friends and family know how they 
can help.”

The advice, and the way it was pre-
sented, was much appreciated by the 

attendees at both workshops.
“As a divorced mother, there was a lot 

of helpful and practical information,” 
said one parent. “There were many tips 
I can use in my everyday life as a sin-
gle mom.”

Another newly divorced parent 
praised Kutner and Lauer-Listhaus for 
having a “warm and empathic approach 
that enabled the members to feel vali-
dated and understood.”

For more information about 
this workshop, please contact 
specialkidsdoc@gmail.com. 

HANC Senior Named 
NMSP Semifinalist

On September 9, offi cials represent-
ing the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation announced the names of 

approximately 16,000 semifi nalists (out 
of 1.5 million juniors entered) in the 61st 
annual National Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram. HANC High School is proud that 
its very own Matthew Rosenberg is one 
of these select few. Matthew will go on 
to compete with the other semifi nalists 
for one of 7,400 National Merit Schol-
arships worth more than $32  million. 
Much hatzlachah to Matthew in the 
ongoing competition. 

AROUND THE FIVE TOWNS
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and Ms. Tziporah Zucker congratulating Matthew Rosenberg
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Community News 

From Around The World
Landmark Agreement 
For Einstein College 
Of Medicine

Montefi ore Health System and 
Yeshiva University have fi nalized a new 
landmark agreement for Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine, wherein Monte-
fi ore assumes operational authority 
and responsibility for Einstein, while 
Yeshiva remains responsible for aca-
demic oversight, including the granting 
of degrees. The agreement comes half a 
century after Yeshiva and Montefi ore’s 
affi liation was fi rst forged to strengthen 
Einstein’s excellence in science, educa-
tion, and clinical care.

“As the University Hospital for Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine, we have 
together strengthened the shared mis-
sions of our two institutions in a way 
that few academic medical centers 
have been able to achieve,” said Steven 
M. Safyer, MD, the president and CEO 
of Montefi ore. “Montefi ore and Ein-
stein have become the example of what 
transformative care, science, and educa-
tion can be. This new agreement, which 
brings us even closer, will be the fi rst 
step toward a more secure and sustain-
able future.”

Montefi ore and Einstein’s relation-
ship is rooted in shared values and a 
commitment to social justice. This his-
toric agreement will perpetuate Ein-
stein as a top-tier medical school and 
research institution by deepening the 
bonds between Montefi ore and Ein-
stein. Further integrating the institu-
tions’ faculty, students, and staff will 
align operations to best advance sci-
ence and medicine and build on tradi-
tions of service and success.

“This is part of a journey that began 
when Yeshiva University founded Ein-
stein 60 years ago,” said Richard M. 
Joel, the president of Yeshiva Univer-
sity. “Albert Einstein lent his name to 
this fl edgling institution at a time when 
Jewish students were turned away from 
other schools. The new imperative in 
today’s complex healthcare environ-
ment is to formally link this now world-
class medical school and research insti-
tution to a world-class health system. 
Yeshiva University continues its his-
toric commitment to medical education 
while we further our unique mission to 
prepare students through a contempo-
rary academic education enlightened by 
Jewish values.”

Montefi ore is a premier academic 
health system and the University Hos-
pital for Albert Einstein College of Med-
icine. Montefi ore consists of eight hos-
pitals and an extended-care facility with 
a total of 2,747 beds, a School of Nurs-
ing, and state-of-the-art primary and 
specialty care provided through a net-
work of more than 150 locations across 
the region, including the largest school 
health program in the nation and a 
home health program. The Children’s 
Hospital at Montefi ore is consistently 
named in “America’s Best Children’s Hos-
pitals” in U.S. News. Montefi ore’s part-
nership with Einstein advances clinical 
and translational research to acceler-
ate the pace at which new discoveries 
become the treatments and therapies 

that benefi t patients. For more informa-
tion, visit www.montefi ore.org. 

Central’s ‘Science Times’
Central’s Science Institute program 

provides students with opportunities 
to explore the latest in cutting-edge 
research and to contribute to the world 
of scientifi c knowledge as well. They are 
consistently amazed at the impressive 
work of the students and alumnae in 
these ever-changing fi elds. Central was 
well-represented at the annual Sum-
mer Symposium of the Research Schol-
ars Program at Stony Brook University. 
Flutist Bonnie Mendelson (’16) and her 
fellow musicians opened the sympo-
sium as part of the student orchestra. As 
a member of a team conducting exper-
iments on thrombosis and angiogene-
sis, Bonnie later presented her research, 
titled “Engineering a Blood Vessel Using 
Cultured Human Umbilical Vein Endo-
thelial Cells and Polydimethylsiloxane 

Substrates.” Tzippora Chwat (’16) also 
presented, describing her research on 
“The Effects of TiO2 Nanoparticles and 
LED Lights on Dental Pulp Stem Cells” 
with her group, which studied dental 

pulp stem cells. We look forward to fol-
lowing Bonnie and Tzippora’s research 
as they continue to write their papers 

12:35  Agudath Israel of Long Island (Sun and Fri)   

12:45  Agudath Israel of Long Island (Sun-Thurs)

             Shaaray Tefilah (Sun) (Summer)

1:30     Yeshivah Darchei Torah

1:38     Aish Kodesh (Summer)

1:40     Shor Yoshuv (changes weekly)

1:45     Yeshiva Gedolah of the Five Towns (Sun-Thurs)

1:50     Mesivtah Chaim Shlomo (Mon-Thurs) (Summer)

2:00     Young Israel of Woodmere (Summer)

              Five Towns Judaica

              Brach’s 

2:15      Yeshiva of Far Rockaway

2:30      Young Israel of Woodmere  (Sun) (Summer)
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               Agudath Israel of Long Island (Sun-Thurs) 

3:00      Young Israel of Woodmere  (Sun) (Summer)

               Judaica Plus 

3:30       Young Israel of Woodmere  (Sun) (Summer)

4:00       Young Israel of Woodmere  (Sun) (Summer)

4:35       Bais Midrash D’Bayswater (Summer)

5:00       Agudath Israel of Long Island (Sun-Thurs) 

5:17       Aish Kodesh (Summer)

6:00      Kollel Avreichem (Summer)

6:15      Yeshiva of Far Rockaway 

              Young Israel of Woodmere (Summer)

6:35      Shor Yoshuv (changes weekly)

              Agudath Israel of 5T Long Island (Mon-Thurs) 

6:50      Agudath Israel of 5T Long Island (Mon-Thurs) 

6:55      Agudath Israel of 5T Long Island (Tues, Wed, Fri) 

7:00      Young Israel of Woodmere (Summer)

7:30      Young Israel of Woodmere  (Sun) (Summer)

              Agudath Israel of Long Island 

7:45      Min/Maar Chabad 5 Towns (Summer)

              Young Israel of Woodmere (weekdays) (Summer)

7:55      Bais Midrash D’Bayswater (Summer)
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4:25     Agudath Israel of Long Island (Sun-Thurs) (Summer)
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8:10 Agudath Israel of Bayswater (Summer)

8:30      Mesivtah Chaim Shlomo (Summer)

8:35      Young Israel of Wavecrest and Bayswater (Summer)

               White Shul (Summer)

8:45       Agudath Israel of 5T Long Island (Mon-Thurs) 

               Agudath Israel of Long Island (Sun-Thurs) 

              Yeshiva of Far Rockaway (Summer- 8:30 winter)

9:00       Chabad 5T (Summer)

              Bais Midrash D’Bayswater (Summer)

              Young Israel Woodmere (Summer)

9:15       Shaaray Tefilah (Summer)

               Agudath Israel of 5T Long Island (Mon-Thurs) 

              Agudath Israel of Long Island (Summer) 

              Young Israel Lawrence Cedarhurst (Summer)

               Shor Yoshuv (changes weekly)

9:30       Young Israel Woodmere (Summer)

9:45 Shor Yoshuv (changes weekly)

                Kahal Chessed V’emes

 Yeshiva Gedolah of the Five Towns

 9:50 Kollel Avreichem 

10:00 Yeshiva Far Rockaway 

               Agudath Israel Long Island (Summer)

               Young Israel Woodmere (Summer)

               Agudath Israel of Bayswater 

               Agudath Israel of 5T Long Island (Summer)

10:10    Bais Midrash D’Bayswater (Summer)

10:30    Agudath Israel of 5T Long Island (Summer)

              Agudath Israel of Long Island (Summer)

 Yeshiva Gedolah of the Five Towns

11:00    Boston Beis Midrash 

11:30    Boston Beis Midrash 

12:00    Boston Beis Midrash 

Minyanim in the 5 Towns/Far Rockaway Area
MINCHA MAARIV

To add or modify a listing, please email: 5tjtgraphics@gmail.com
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Central girls at annual Summer Symposium at Stony Brook University
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and compete in various science compe-
titions. 

Also in attendance at the sympo-
sium were YUHSG alumnae Julia Lands-
berg (’12), Briana Friedman (’13), and 
Michal Auerbach (’13), who all intro-
duced presentations as research-ex-
perience undergraduates in charge of 
high-school groups. Respectively, they 
introduced students who focused on 
computational analysis, nanotoxi-
cology, and DNA. Mrs. Ruth Fried felt 
“honored” and “proud” to attend the 
symposium. “Their work ethic, commu-
nication skills, and ability to be inde-
pendent thinkers and learners were 
quite evident,” she says. “They have all 
earned the respect of their mentors as 
well as fellow students on the program.”

Central is also proud to announce 
that Bracha Rosenberg (’16) has been 
named a semifi nalist in the 61st annual 
National Merit Scholarship Program. 
National Merit Scholarship Semifi -
nalists are among the top high-school 
seniors in the country, based on their 

scores on the PSAT administered in the 
fall of 2014. Bracha now has an oppor-
tunity to continue in the competition 
for some 7,400 National Merit Schol-
arships, worth more than $32 million, 
that will be offered next spring. Sincer-
est congratulations to Bracha on her 
accomplishments. Best of luck in the 
process towards becoming a National 
Merit Finalist! 

BYQ G.O. Shapes The Year
On the fi rst Friday of school, Bais 

Yaakov of Queens Junior High was 
wowed with a high-school-style orien-

tation. The girls heard words of chizuk 
from BYQ’s dean, Rabbi Mordechai 
Gewirtz. Rabbi Gewirtz focused on the 
pasuk “v’samachta b’chol ha’tov,” and 
Mrs. Jurkowitz, the Kodesh principal, 

followed with the approach of seeing 
the good and appreciating all that we 
have.

The G.O. theme “Shaping up a Great 
Year” was introduced by their G.O. pres-
idents, Breindy Dick and Penina Rock-
ove. Morah Chaviva Pfeiffer, the G.O. 
coordinator, showed the girls a video 
on previous G.O. activities. The girls 
were very excited as they observed all 
the fun to come. As they exited, the girls 
received their Hebrew schedules, a ruler 
(to draw any shape), and Super Snacks 
in a variety of shapes. 

‘Taste Of Memphis’ 
Shabbaton, October 16–18

Faced with skyrocketing costs of 
housing and education, an increasing 
number of young Jewish families are 
choosing to move to the vibrant, afford-
able, and friendly community of Mem-
phis, Tennessee. Specifi cally, 15 Jewish 
families have relocated to Memphis this 
summer, moving from cities as diverse 
as Rochester, Boston, Nashville, New 
York, and Seattle.

In an effort to recruit even more fam-
ilies, the Memphis Jewish community 
will be showcasing itself at the third 
“Taste of Jewish Memphis” Shabbaton 
over the weekend of October 17. Visitors 
will enjoy a fantastic weekend featuring 
the fi nest Southern home hospitality. 
They will have multiple opportunities 
to interact with engaging families and 
speak with employment and real-es-
tate experts. On Friday, visitors can 
tour the newly renovated Margolin 
Hebrew Academy/Feinstone Yeshiva 
of the South (MHA/FYOS; Pre-K–12th 
grade), the Bornblum Jewish Commu-
nity School (K–8), the fabulous JCC, and 
visit the city’s historic sights. On Sat-
urday night, Faye and Jonathan Keller-
man will host a book signing at the JCC 
promoting their new book, The Murder-

er’s Daughter. On Sunday morning, the 
27th annual Memphis Kosher Barbe-
cue Contest will take place. This com-
munity-wide event features fun for the 
whole family, including a 3-on-3 basket-
ball tournament for all ages, children’s 
activities, great food, and 50 themed 
booths being judged on their brisket, 
ribs and, beans.

Memphis is well known as a tour-
ist attraction—600,000 people come 
yearly to visit Graceland, the home of 
Elvis Presley. Sun Studio, the Gibson 

Community News
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715 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES          September 18, 2015

Guitar Factory, Beale Street, and the 
National Civil Rights Museum are popu-
lar destinations as well. It is not as well 
known, however, that Memphis boasts 
an extremely vibrant Jewish commu-
nity, including seven synagogues with 
dynamic rabbis—four Orthodox, two 
Conservative, and one Reform; two Jew-
ish day schools; a bustling JCC; and 
wide availability of kosher food.

While being able to participate in 
a plethora of activities, Memphians 
simultaneously enjoy a relaxed, 
stress-free lifestyle. Drs. Ari and Lindi 
Vanderwalde moved to Memphis two 
years ago from Los Angeles. They 
stated: “It is the rare city where one 
can experience both small-town perks 
and an exceptional Jewish commu-
nity, complete with choices of schools 
and synagogues. The pace of life is 
slow and very family-friendly. There 
is an abundance of outdoor space and 
the kids are able to play safely. Pro-
tecting family time is a cultural value 
in the city; the workday ends compar-
atively early for even the busiest pro-
fessionals. People are friendly, accom-
modating, and genuinely care about 
each other. And traffi c is now a thing 
of the past!”

One of the 15 new families to Mem-
phis is Chana Dina and Yoel Goldblatt 
from Teaneck. They moved to Memphis 
in August with their four children, ages 
7 to 16. Yoel is a partner at Deloitte and 
Touche and Chana Dina is also a CPA. 
They have both been overwhelmed by 
the outpouring of hospitality before 
and since their arrival. As Chana Dina 
said, “The Memphis Jewish community 
has gone out of its way to ensure that 
we’re settled and comfortable. We’re 
thrilled to have found a community this 
warm and welcoming!”

To encourage Jewish families to 
explore life in Memphis, the Jewish 
community is offering a generous incen-
tive package. It includes a $250 subsidy 
towards a family’s fl ights to visit for a 
weekend. New Memphians will receive 
three months of free membership at 
the JCC. In addition, students enrolling 
at the MHA/FYOS will receive a 50% tui-
tion discount for the 2016-17 academic 
year and a 25% discount for the 2017-18 
academic year. New students at Born-
blum will receive a $1,000 tuition dis-
count. Lastly, Jewish families who move 
to Memphis will receive $500 towards 
relocation expenses.

Memphis is the ideal destination for 
a family looking for a fantastic quality 

of life with all of the Jewish amenities. 
They hope that you will visit the com-
munity on the weekend of October 17 
and discover this gem for yourself!

Please visit www.100newfamilies.

com, e-mail 100newfamilies@gmail.com, 
or call 901-219-9794 for more informa-
tion. 

Keren Dovid: Continuing 
The Legacy Of R’ Dovid 
Winiarz

By Rabbi Jonathan Gewirtz

You cannot be all things to all people, 
but R’ Dovid Winiarz, z’l, appeared to be 
pretty close to it. A teacher, a friend, and 
a confi dant, he was the one to whom 
many people turned when they had a 
problem. R’  Dovid was taken from us 
in an ice storm in January 2015, but his 
spirit lives on in the hearts and minds 
of the people whose lives he touched.

Keren Dovid was established shortly 
after R’ Dovid’s passing, to continue the 
work he started. The goal is to be the 
single address for people in crisis to go 
to for guidance, assistance, and peace 
of mind. By leveraging our wide social 
network, and developing a relationship 
with people willing to help others, we 
have become a social-services organi-
zation that empowers people to make 
a difference for others by giving what-
ever they can and knowing that it will 
be directed properly.

The unique nature of Keren Dovid is 
an outgrowth of R’ Dovid’s own warm, 
caring personality. The organization is 

run by people who want to help in any 
way they can—and who get pretty cre-
ative in doing it. By making connections 
and contacts, we help people fi nd jobs, 
clothes, furniture, meals, and more. 
Understanding that each person is his 
or her own story, we seek to make the 
bumps in the road of life a little smaller.

Our work unifi es the Jewish people 
by providing a clearinghouse for giv-
ers and recipients to come together 
in a non-judgmental atmosphere that 
reminds us we’re all one body, many 
parts of the same soul. Our mission, 
simply stated, is to make a difference.

To get involved, join the group on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/

groups/Keren.Dovid.Winiarz.Free.Items.

Gemach. 

MTA School Year Gets Off 
To A Fast Start

By Raziel Siegman and Netanel Tager

On Thursday, September 3, the new 
school year entered “pre-season” with 
the annual freshman orientation; the 
students of the incoming freshman 

Continued on Page 72
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class—scheduled to be the 100th grad-
uating class of YUHSB—were excited 
to meet their new teachers and fellow 
classmates as they embark on their 
high-school adventure. The day con-
sisted of somewhat shortened classes 
following the regular schedule, in order 

for the teachers and students to get 
acquainted with each other before the 
beginning of the actual school year. 
YU Rosh Yeshiva Rav Hershel Schachter 
made his way into all of the freshman 
classes to issue words of greeting and to 
discuss his own experiences as an MTA 
student.

On Tuesday, September 8, the “regu-
lar season” offi cially commenced. As 

the new school year begins, many stu-
dents are excited to join the wide array 
of clubs and activities that MTA has to 
offer. The coming school year appears 
to be a promising one—all the students 
arrived at historic Zysman Hall, sur-

prised and excited to see all the build-
ing renovations that had been done 
over the summer. The fourth-fl oor class-
rooms have been newly carpeted and 
have larger, more modern desks and 
new chairs. Some of the bathrooms 
were also redone and many areas of the 
school have been repainted. Students 
were also treated to special iPhone wal-
lets bearing the MTA logo. Tryouts for a 
large variety of Lions’ teams took place 
during the evenings and fi nal rosters 
are almost set.

Back-to-School Night took place for 
parents on September 9; parents had 
the opportunity to meet their sons’ 
teachers and school leaders, and to get 
acquainted with fellow members of 
the MTA family. Parents, students, and 
faculty are all excited about the year 
ahead. 

Community News
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We Have A Mezuzah On Our Door

With great celebration and joy, Shulamith 
School for Girls hosted an open house and mezu-

zah-hanging at their temporary home on Cedar-
hurst Avenue. Community leaders were honored 
to participate in the event on September 2.

Menachem Gelbtuch; Assemblyman Todd Kaminsky; and Rabbi Perry Tirschwell

Rabbi Perry Tirschwell, executive 

director of Shulamith School for 

Girls; Rabbi Mordechai Yaffe, 

menahel of Mesivta Ateres Yaakov; 

and Assemblyman Todd Kaminsky

Mrs. Rivka Holtzman, Hebrew-curriculum teacher; 

Mrs. Joyce Yarmak, principal of the Lower Division of 

Shulamith; and Assemblyman Todd Kaminsky
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Behind The Scenes 

At Bnos Malka Academy
B Y  R A B B I  M I C H A E L  W E I C H S E L B A U M

Some things are just more readily 
apparent than others. At a wedding, we 
pull our car up to the hall and a man in 
a red jacket seems to magically arrive to 
whisk our car off to an empty spot. We 
walk through the door and are immedi-
ately serenaded by a seven-piece band. 
We locate our place cards and join the 
ba’alei simcha at an elaborate smorgas-
bord. All of these things didn’t happen 
by themselves. Every moment is orches-
trated many weeks in advance. Of this 
no one has any doubt.

When it comes to education, most 
people aren’t aware of the many things 
that go into preparing for a smooth 
start to the school year. Every summer, 
schools spruce up their buildings. Buy-
ing new equipment and making neces-
sary repairs takes time to accomplish. 
New books and manipulatives need to 
be decided upon and purchased. Imag-
ine how quickly the overall environ-
ment can grow stale and boring if not for 
a few minor tweaks in the building each 
year. Baruch Hashem, these enhance-
ments are usually not too costly. 

All of these things, which demand 
time and effort, are necessary improve-
ments before welcoming back hun-
dreds of students, but they are not the 
stuff that excites educators. Our passion 
lies in fi nding better methods to help 
students learn. Professionals spend a 
large part of their summer exploring 
ways to make the biggest impact on the 
level of education. In our digital age, it 
is easy to believe that the answer lies 
in adding new technology. While more 
computers and smartboards are won-
derful enhancements and can be pow-
erful classroom tools, they don’t replace 
effective instruction. (Not to mention 
that many teachers are not properly 
trained to use them).

At Bnos Malka, from the moment we 
say our goodbyes to our students in late 
June, our administrative team begins 
assessing our school’s performance for 
the past 10 months. What can we do to 
improve our work and the experience of 
our students both in terms of education 
as well as emotional well-being? As the 
summer unfolds, patterns become clear 
and areas of focus come into view. While 
Bnos Malka is renowned as a school that 
supports its teachers with regular feed-
back regarding their methods of instruc-
tion, it became evident to us that not 
all of the teachers were benefi ting fully. 
We also noted that some teachers were 
overwhelmed with the volume of infor-
mation that we were giving them. What 
could we do to make this process less 
intimidating and more effective?

We discovered the perfect solution in 
Paul Bambrick-Santoyo’s book Leverage 

Leadership.
In the past, when it came to observ-

ing our teachers teach, we relied on the 
format laid out by the New York State 
Board of Regents: a couple of formal 
observations during the school year as 
well as numerous, “informal observa-
tions.” These were followed by either a 
meeting or written report in which we 
detailed the teachers’ many strengths 
as well as areas that were in need of 

improvement. Examples of observed 
teaching skills could be as simple as 
fi nding a more effi cient way to review 
homework to more sophisticated skills 
such as how to use graphic organizers 
and constructing appropriate assess-
ments. (Is there really a need to give the 
same style of test at the end of every 

perek?) True, we were providing our 
teachers with authentic feedback, but 
this also meant that each teacher could 
be assigned fi ve things to work on at the 
same time. Where was she supposed to 
begin? How was she to prioritize the 
list? What if the issue that we had seen 

was not relevant the next few times 
we visited that classroom? How was 
the observer able to see if the teacher 
was progressing? Another problem was 
that from the teacher’s perspective, the 
administrator was viewed more as a 
supervisor looking to fi nd fault than as 
a coach looking to bring a member of 
the team to the next level of expertise.

While Bambrick-Santoyo acknowl-
edges that a principal can easily observe 
dozens of behaviors that can be com-
mented on during the course of a les-
son, he believes that less is more. Instead 

of 40-minute formal observations a few 
times a year, use 15-minute observations 
every week. Instead of commenting on 
everything, focus on the single most 
important area of concern, the one that if 
mastered, can lead to the biggest change. 
Follow-up meetings should not begin 

with, “I noticed that during the lesson 
you did not . . .” Instead, the administrator 
asks the teacher probing, open-answered 
questions that help the teacher refl ect 
on what transpired in the classroom. 
Once the target issue has been identifi ed, 
action steps that are clear and measur-
able are then introduced and practiced 
so that the teacher becomes comfortable 
and confi dent with her ability to incor-
porate that skill into her future lessons.

The collaborative effort between 
administration and teachers improves 
performance in the classroom, and 
studies have shown that this method of 
observation impacts the performance 
of students as well

I believe strongly in the benefi ts of 
being a “lifelong learner.” Someone 
whose thirst for knowledge and per-
sonal growth is seen as a way of life 
doesn’t stop learning after his school 
years are completed. At Bnos Malka, we 
strive to instill this in our students, and 
I am proud to say that our administra-
tion and faculty model it every day. 

Rabbi Michael Weichselbaum is the menahel of 

Bnos Malka Academy.

Our passion lies in fi nding better 
methods to help students learn.
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Political Roundup

Rally For Better Iran 
Deal, September 20

“A Call to Conscience: The 
Rabbinic-led Rally for a Bet-
ter Iran Deal” has been sched-
uled for Sunday, September 20, 
12:00 noon at the United States 
Mission to the United Nations, 
East 45th Street between First 
and Second Avenues in Man-
hattan. The rally has been 
organized by Rabbi Avi Weiss, 
spiritual leader of the Hebrew 
Institute of Riverdale in the 
Bronx and founder of Yeshi-
vat Chovevei Torah, and Rabbi 
Bruce Ginsburg, spiritual 
leader of Congregation Sons of 
Israel in Woodmere, who has 
served as president of the Long 
Island Board of Rabbis and as 
president of the Union for Tra-
ditional Judaism.

This rally differs from oth-
ers in that leaders from across 
the religious spectrum will 
join for a different type of 
gathering—one where people 
address the politicians rather 
than politicians addressing 
the people. They will offer 
a moral voice that is raised 

through prayer, refl ection, 
song, and the sounding of 
the shofar. The list of those 
confi rmed to attend includes 
Rick Block—immediate past 
international president of 
the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis (the Reform 
rabbinical organization) and 
spiritual leader of Temple 
Tifereth Israel in Beachwood, 
Ohio; Perry Raphael Rank—
past international president 
of the Rabbinical Assem-
bly (Conservative) and spiri-
tual leader of Midway Jewish 
Center, Syosset, NY; Charles 
Klein—past president of the 
New York Board of Rabbis 
and spiritual leader of Mer-
rick Jewish Center, Merrick, 
NY; Elliot Skiddell—current 
president of the Long Island 
Board of Rabbis and spiri-
tual leader of Reconstruction-
ist Congregation Beth Emeth, 
Rockville Centre, NY; Art Ver-
non—current president of 
the Queens/Nassau/Suffolk 
Region of the Rabbinical 
Assembly (Conservative) and 
spiritual leader of the West 

Hempstead JCC, West Hemp-
stead, NY; and Cindy Grosz, 
coordinator of Stop Iran Now 
College Activism, who will 
work with groups like Stand 
With Us to include many stu-
dents from public and private 
schools and colleges around 
New York.

The pro-Israel commu-
nity needs and deserve a con-
structive outlet to express its 
opposition to the Iran deal. 
This gathering will occur fi ve 
days after Rosh Hashanah and 
three days before Yom Kip-
pur, providing rabbis with 
an unparalleled opportunity 
to fi rst mobilize the Jewish 
community’s support for this 
effort and then use its impact 
to raise consciousness even 
further across the country. 

Curran And Santino 
Secure FEMA 
Extension

Assemblyman Brian Curran 
(Lynbrook, 21st A.D.) and Town 
of Hempstead Senior Coun-
cilman Anthony J. Santino 
recently secured an exten-
sion of the September 15, 2015 
federal review deadline for 
homeowners whose proper-

ties were damaged by Super-
storm Sandy; there is a 30-day 
extension.

“This is great news for 
homeowners whose lives 
were devastated by Super-
storm Sandy,” said Curran, 
who has been a vocal advo-
cate and supporter for Super-
storm Sandy victims. “Work-
ing closely with Councilman 
Santino, and joining the call 
of U.S. Senators Schumer and 
Gillibrand, we were able to 
secure an extension from the 
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency. At this point, we 
are urging everyone to submit 
any fi nal paperwork to FEMA 
via fax or e-mail so that they 
do not miss this very import-
ant opportunity to receive the 
help they need.”

Curran said that he and 
Senior Councilman Santino 
had made a formal request to 
William Craig Fugate, admin-
istrator of FEMA, requesting 
an extension in a September 
4 letter.

Town of Hempstead Senior 
Councilman Anthony J. San-
tino said, “Assemblyman Brian 
Curran and I have worked very 
closely together in seeking 
an extension from FEMA on 
behalf of the 142,000 eligible 
homeowners who fi led claims 
but did not receive the federal 
aid that they either expected 
or deserved. I am glad our 
advocacy has achieved these 
results.”

Among other reasons, the 
previous deadline coincided 
with the second day of the 
Rosh Hashanah holiday. San-
tino represents Hempstead’s 
4th Council District, including 
several thousand Orthodox 
Jewish families living in the 
Five Towns, many of whom 
sustained considerable prop-
erty damage during Sandy.

According to recent report-
ing, FEMA agreed to a 30-day 
extension for policyholders 
who fi led a fl ood-insurance 
claim after Superstorm Sandy 
but did not get the payout they 
were expecting. The article 
suggested homeowners sign 
up for the Hurricane Sandy 
Claims Review Center by call-
ing 866-337-4262 or visiting 
www.fema.gov/hurricane-san-

dy-nfi p-claims. 

National Grid 
Won’t Charge 
Connection Fees

After weeks of outcry from 
Assemblyman Todd Kamin-
sky and affected commu-
nity members, National Grid 
has agreed to discontinue 
charging Superstorm Sandy 
victims who are demolishing 
or elevating their houses for 
disconnecting and reconnect-
ing their natural gas lines.

Until June 15, 2015, National 
Grid waived gas-service-line 
alteration fees and associ-
ated reconnection fees for 
Sandy-damaged homes. Then, 
this summer, owners of those 
homes began receiving bills 
for $700 to disconnect their 
gas. In some cases, others 
who were ready to reconnect 
their gas lines were charged 
more than $2,000. Many 
affected residents strug-
gling through the lengthy 
and costly processes of ele-
vation and demolition could 
not afford the new fee and 
reached out to Assemblyman 
Kaminsky for help.

After writing to National 
Grid on August 21 to advo-
cate for homeowners, Kamin-
sky announced on September 
3 that he would hold a rally 
at National Grid’s Island Park 
location to protest the new 
fees, which impacted storm 
victims in his district and 
throughout the region. Fol-
lowing the announcement of 
the rally, Kaminsky began dis-
cussions with National Grid 
President Ken Daly, urging 
that the policy be reversed. 
Today, National Grid offi -
cially agreed to once again 
waive the fees for Sandy vic-
tims.

“I am very pleased that 
National Grid will discon-
tinue charging storm victims 
and fund the costs associated 
with these required infra-
structure improvements,” 
said Assemblyman Kaminsky. 
“Storm victims have been 
through so much; an addi-
tional charge, which would 
have cost already belea-
guered families thousands 
of dollars, was the last thing 
that they needed. I applaud 
National Grid for respond-
ing to the public and doing 
what is right for those in our 
region still trying to rebuild. 
I also thank Legislator Denise 
Ford and Mayor McGinty 
for her hard work on this 
issue. I am proud of the peo-
ple of my district who stood 
fi rmly to support their neigh-
bors. Once again, we saw the 
strength of the resolve of 
Long Islanders win the day.”

“We wanted to do every-
thing we could to continue 
assisting customers that 
owned their home when 

Assemblyman Brian Curran and 

Councilman Anthony J. Santino

Continued on Page 83
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YOUR AD COULD 

BE HERE!
516 - 569 - 0502
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SERVICES 
PROVIDED 

"Kosher" Yoga & Licensed Massage Therapy
Peaceful Presence Studio
436 Central Avenue, Cedarhurst
Separate men/women
Group/private sessions, Martial Arts...
Gift Cards Available
www.peacefulpresence.com, 516-371-3715

Experienced Rebbe available to learn any limudei 
kodesh subject with you or your son. References available. 
917-842-2587, PrivateRebbe@gmail.com

Gemach special for simcha. We provide for you 
excellent speaker plus MP3 full of Jewish music, plus excellent 
mike system. Call 718-600-4559

Beautiful business-size cards with Kiruv websites, 
are available for free (to give to not-yet-Frum people). 
Please text or call 718-501-2110 

“Used or Abused” Before you buy a used car, come in 
for a free frame (structural) check. Precision Auto Body 691 
Burnside Ave, Lawrence. 516-371-1137. 
Friends don’t let friends drive junk! 

Boro Park Ladies & Children Coat Gemach accepting 
gently used coats in excellent condition. Woodmere drop-off . 
718-972-3699 

Simchas Naava Share your simcha fl owers! Be 
m’sameach other simchas! Donate your fresh fl ower 
arrangements! We will match your simcha date with simchas 
following yours or deliver them to nursing home residents. To 
donate or obtain fl ower arrangements call 
516-239-6066 
In memory of a special friend, Naava Wassner Katlowitz 

Small beginners Siddurim, and Shabbos 
guidebooks, both in Russian, are available for you to 
distribute. 
Please call Tashbar Publications 
at 718-438-9025 (leave message with address, IY”H we 
will mail them to you for free.) 

New Table and Chair Gemach for shortterm 
simchas. 740 Mador Ct., Far Rockaway. 
Call 718-471-0368 

Retired public school teacher available to tutor men 
and boys in Hebrew, English, and/or Yiddish in the 5 Towns. 
Recession buster. Call 718-552-5525 

G’Mach Chasdei Yisroel — Lending money to people 
in Klei Kodesh & for Klei Kodesh purposes. In the Far Rockaway-Five 
Towns area. 
Please call 917-822-9910 for more info. 
Or email shaimag@gmail.com. 
In Memory of R’ Yisroel Ben Binyamin, a”h. 

Personal Chavrusa available for learning and growing 
understanding the beauty of our Torah. Experience of many years 
in delivering shiurim to Baalei Batim and all those interested in 
learning. Reasonable hourly rate. This is a project of Kollel Tiferes 
Avos. Call 718- 316-3874 
or call Rabbi Dov Bressler 718- 327-8903. (Payments are 
tax deductible.)

Study with Steve. One-on-one tutoring. SAT Math prep, 
regents, high school and elementary math, high school physics. 
Call 516-371-5522

Menadvim — Furniture and Appliances. Like new to 
Donate and Receive. Call 718-MEN-ADVIm 
(718-636-2384) We deliver. 

Boro Park Ladies Hat Gemach accepting your gently 
used weekday and Shabbos hats. Woodmere and Kew 
Gardens Hills drop-off s. 718-972-3211

HELP WANTED 

Direct support professionals needed to work 
with adults with developmental disabilities or psychiatric 
disabilities living in group residences in Long Island, Queens, 
Far Rockaway, Brooklyn, and the Lower East Side. Ability 
to speak and write English required. Valid driver's license 
required for some positions. For more information contact 
Ohel Bais Ezra 718-686-3102 or go to 
www.ohelfamily.org/careers to apply!

Credit card Processor is looking for a new energetic 
agent PT and FT positions available, earn lifetime residuals, 
send resume to salesagentscareer@gmail.com

HELP WANTED 

Int'l fi rm in JFK area seeking qualifi ed individual to handle 
fully computerized AP must have good communication 
skills, strong computer knowledge, very organized and detail-
oriented, excel salary plus benefi t package w/strong growth 
potential, must have some accounting experience fax resume 
to 908-662-7964 or email to 
6561200@gmail.com

LI girls’ high school seeks recruiting and 
communications director. Excellent 
interpersonal and communications skills required. 
Detail-oriented, ability to work independently. Email 
fi vetownsschool@yahoo.com

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 

Atlantic Beach — Mint CH Colonial, 4BR, Top Of The 
Line, All Systems, MBR Suite, Full Finished Basement . .$POR
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. E-mail — MLipner@
Pugatch.com

Cedarhurst — Ours Alone, 2BR, 2 Bths, Elevator Bldg, 
W/D On Floor, Close To All  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$299K
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Cedarhurst — 4BR, 3 Bths, CAC, IGS, Alarm, Call For More 
Details . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$579K
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Cedarhurst — Just Listed, 1BR, 1/2 Bath, Elevator Bldg, 
Storage & Laundry, Close To All . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$199K
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Cedarhurst — 1BR, 1.5Bths, Elevator Bldg, Mint Spacious 
Apt, W/D In Apt, Patio, Close To All . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$325K
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Cedarhurst — 3BR, 2 Bths Colonial, New Updated 
Kitchen, Fin Bsmt, Close To All . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$399K
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Hewlett — 1BR, 1 Bth Apt On 1st Floor, Lg Terrace, Close To 
All  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$105K
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Hewlett Harbor — 7BR, 4½Bths Expanded Ranch, 
Magnifi cent Property, Lot Size 140x189, EIK W/Granite Counter 
Tops, Island & Breakfast Area, Sub Zero & Double Oven, MBR-
FBth + Walk In Closet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$999K
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. E-mail — MLipner@
Pugatch.com

Lawrence — Lg Studio, Top Floor, Elevator Bldg, Bright & 
Sunny . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $95K
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Lawrence — 2BR, 1 Bth, Totally Renovated Apt, W/D On 
Premises . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,900/Mo
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Lawrence — 1BR Co-op Top Floor, Elevator Bldg, Close To 
All…Sale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$129K
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Lawrence — Co-op 2 BR, 1 Bth, Updated Kitchen & 
Bathroom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$199K
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com



795 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES          September 18, 2015

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 

Lawrence — 2BR, 1 Bth Co-op, Elevator Building, 
Spacious & Bright, Updated Kitchen & Bath  . . . . . . .$259K
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Lawrence — No Board Approval Required — 2BR, 1 Bth 
Co-op, Elevator Building, Sunken LR, 
Freshly Painted  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$159K
Or Rent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,000/Mo.
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Lawrence — No Board Approval Required — 1BR, 1 Bath 
Co-op, Elevator Building, Sunken LR, Bright & Sunny, W/D in 
Bldg. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$129K
Or Rent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,800/Mo
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Lawrence — 2BR, 2.5Baths Luxury Bldg, Elevator, Pool, 
Gym . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,200/Mo
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Lawrence — 5BR, 4 Full Bths Exp Ranch on Cul-De-Sac, 
CAC, Move Right In . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,500/Mo
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Lawrence — 2BR, 2 Baths, Doorman, Elevator Bldg, Gym, 
CAC, Close To All, Terrace . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,800/Mo
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

North Woodmere — 4BR, 2.5Bths, Updated Split 
Level, Fin Bsmt, 4BRs On One Level, Gorgeous Backyard, HW 
Floors, High Hats, Alarm, IGS, Skylights, CAC . . . . . . .$679K
Open House 9/20/15 By Appt. — 
Call For More Details
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

North Woodmere — Just Listed, 4BR, 3 Bths Hi-Ranch 
With Heated IG-Pool, HW Floors, IGS, Alarm, EIK W/Island, 
Large Rooms  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$549K
Open House 9/20/15, 2-3:30pm, 470 
Hungry Harbor Rd.
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Woodmere — 1BR, 1 Bth Co-op, Elevator Building, 
Totally Renovated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$120K
Or Rent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,600/Mo.
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Woodmere — Mint 4BR, 2Bths Split Level On A Quiet 
Tree Lined Residential Street, Magnifi cent New Eik, Beautifully 
Maintained Home . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$595K
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Woodmere — 6BR, 3 Bths Split Level In Saddle Ridge 
Estates, New Expanded EIK W/Granite Counter Tops, Main Floor 
Lg Den W/Fplc, 3 Zone Heat, Alarm, HW Floors, New Boiler HW 
Heater, Siding & Insulation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$699K
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Woodmere — 5BR, 2.5Bths, In The Heart Of Woodmere 
In SD#15, Totally Renovated EIK With 2 Ovens, 2 Sinks, Ceaser 
Stone Countertops, New Boiler, Hw Heater, Compressor & Air 
Handler, Updated Electric . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$749K
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Woodmere — 6BR, 3.5Bths Colonial In Woodmere Park, 
Totally Rebuilt, Formal Entry With Cathedral Ceilings & Granite 
Floors, Large Gourmet EIK, Radiant Heat, MBR Suite
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1.450M
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Woodmere — Spectacular Completely Renovated 6BR, 3 
Bth Center Hall Colonial, Features — 9ft Ceilings, Mahogany & 
Granite EIK, HW Floors, 2 Dens, Fireplace, Master Suite W/Fbth 
+ Jacuzzi, Back Patio  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.1M
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 

Wishing everyone a very Happy and 
Healthy New Year from 5 Towns Homes 
North Woodmere — Ours alone, New to Market! 
Spacious hi-ranch, in SD#15, large EIK w/skylight, FDR, LR, 
4BR, 3bth, den w/fi replace, low taxes, gas heat, all systems, 
great location, walk all shuls and park.  . . . . . . . . . . .$629K
Call Joan 516-319-4482

Woodmere — Very Spacious Well Maintained 5BR, 
3.5bth Split, Lg EIK, 2 Dens, Quiet Prime Location . .$749K
www.pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Long Beach — Beautiful Colonial Home-Perfect for a 
Large Family w/ 8BRs & 5.5Bths on 3 Levels! Walk to Beach & 
Houses of Worship. 
Topper Realty/Chedva Kleinman 516-286-8596 or 
516-889-6677

Wishing everyone a very Happy and 
Healthy New Year, From 5 Towns Homes 
Cedarhurst
New to Market Ours Alone! Colonial w/large LR, Formal DR, 
EIK, 3+1 BR, full bsmt, prime location near park, low taxes
Call Joan for more details—516-319-4482, 
5 Town Homes Realty 516-569-5710

Lawrence — Traditional 5BR, 3.5 Bath Colonial, Lr W/
Fplc, 2 Dens, Library, Breathtaking Views, Renovated To 
Perfection, Over 1/2 Acre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.8M
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Woodmere — Just Listed — Spacious Corner Unit 
Completely Renovated, 3BR, 2.5 Baths, Granite EIK, Electric 
Chair Lifts, Fin Bsmt, Pool & Tennis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$579K
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Cedarhurst — Just Listed, This Apt Is A Must See!!! 
Stunning Lg & Bright 1BR, 1.5 Bath Apt, L-Shaped Lr/Dr, 
Kitchen W/Top Of The Line Appliances, Washer/Dryer In Apt, 
CAC, Back Yard & Patio, Close To All . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$325K
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Woodmere — Just Listed!!! Unique 1st Floor Co-op In Pet 
Friendly Bldg, 2BR, Lr, Formal DR, Near LIRR . $168,500K
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Hewlett — Price Reduced!!! Spacious 3BR, 2.5 Bath 
Split, Formal DR, Eik, Large Den, Bsmt, Lg Property, SD#14
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$499K
info@pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 

Woodmere — 4BR, Updated Kitchen Cabinets & 
Appliances, CAC, IG-Pool, Close To All . . . . . . . . . . . . .$695K
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Woodmere — Ours Alone, Renovated 5BR, 3 Bths, Main 
Floor Den, New Windows, Alarm, IGS, High Hats, HW Floors, 
Kitchen W/SS Appliances, Lot Size 105 x 100, Call For More 
Details . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$799K
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Woodmere — Ours Alone, 6BR, 4 Full Bths CH 
Colonial On Cul-De-Sac, Totally Renovated, New Brick 
Work, Landscaped, Windows, Roof, Garage, Siding & Doors 
Throughout, Marble Floor In Foyer, DR W/Custom Cabinetry, 
Top Of The Line Appliances, Sports Court In Backyard & Much 
More . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$POR
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Woodmere — Pristine 5BR, 4 BthsSplit, Completely 
Renovated, CAC, SS Appliances, Granite Countertops $999K
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com 

Woodsburgh — Elegant 4BR, 4.5Bths Classic CH 
Colonial, Meticulously Maintained & Renovated, Many Built-
Ins, Finished Basement, All Systems, Over 1/2 Acre $1.3M
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Woodmere — Ours Alone, 3/4 BRs, 2 Full Bths, New 
Cabinets & Appliances, High Ceilings, Use Of Yard
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,995/Mo
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com

Woodmere — Magnifi cent Co-op 2/3 BRs, Top Floor, 
Elevator Bldg, 9’ Ceilings, HW Floors, Close To All . . .$250K
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com 

Woodmere — 2BR, 1.5Bths, CAC, Den, Backyard
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,800/Mo
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com 

Woodmere — Ours Alone, 3 BRs, 2.5 Bths Colonial, 
SD#15, Very Well Maintained, Nice Sized Rooms, Granite 
Countertops, SS Appliances, High Ceilings, Close To All $679K
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com 

North Woodmere — High ranch 4 BR, 3Bths fully 
renovated stucco new boiler hot water heater Granite kitchen 
with SS appliances all new bthrms hardwood fl oors
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$755K negotiable 
516-569-1029

New house for sale in Israel. Efrat— Completion date, 
Dec. 15. 6BR, 3 fl oors, ca/c, 130 sq./m yard. View of Judean 
Hills. By owner fl excbt@gmail.com

Lawrence — Price Reduced!! Bright & Open 5BR, 3 
Bth Hi-Ranch, EIK, FDR, Family Rm, CAC, IG-Pool, Custom Decks 
& Private Vegetable Garden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1.099M
www.pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Cedarhurst — Totally renovated split level. 3 Bedroom, 
3.5 New Bath. Euro EIK w/ granite countertops. Walk to all. 
Absolutely mint, Must See!  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$599K
Call for details. Available Immediately! South Shore 
Estates, call Susan: 516-569-4980

Cedarhurst — Located b/w Penisula & W. Broadway. Still 
time to customize! Call for details. Asking . . . . . . . . . $1.2M
South Shore Estates, call Susan: 
516-569-4980

Woodsburgh — Magnifi cent Totally Renovated 7+ BR 
Classic Colonial On 1+ Acre. Lush Grounds With Guest House 
And Pool. Every Amenity. Must See. Walk To IP Minyan. Call For 
Appointment & Price
South Shore Estates, call Susan: 
516-569-4980

North Woodmere — Price Reduced!! — 
Spacious & Bright Brookfi eld Split, 4BR, 3 Full Baths, Lg 
Bedrooms All On One Floor, Lower Level Den, EIK, Formal DR, 
CAC, SD#15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$639K
www.pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Ramat Hagolan, Ramat Eshkol, Israel. 
Huge private villa, gorgeous views, front and back garden, 
additional basement rental unit, Over 250 meters!
052-484-2481, 914-294-3919

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 

Wishing everyone a very Happy and 
Healthy New Year from 5 Towns Homes 
Cedarhurst — Ours alone. Legal brick 2 family house 
on quiet tree lined street. 3BR over 3BR, CA/C, gas heat, low 
taxes.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$849K
Call Joan for more details.  . . . . . . . . . . 516-319-4482 
Five Town Homes Realty 516-569-5710

Wishing everyone a very Happy and 
Healthy New Year from 5 Towns Homes 
Woodmere — Split ranch, renovated, 6BR, LR, FDR, 
large den, great for large family in SD#14. (Can be mother 
daughter with proper permits) Walk all. Priced reduced. Owner 
Motivated. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$568K
Call Joan 516-319-4482, 5 Towns Homes 
Realty 516-569-5710

Wishing everyone a very Happy and 
Healthy New Year from 5 Towns Homes 
Cedarhurst — Grand C/H col. in MIC, 9’ ceilings, large 
gourmet kosher kitchen, banquet-sized FDR, large LR & den, 
radiant heated fl oors, crown moldings, 4+BR, full fi nished 
basement. A must see! On quiet tree-lined street, great 
location, walk all shuls. 
Call Joan 516-319-4482, and/or Edy 516-728-
2977, 5 Towns Homes Realty 516-569-5710

FOR RENT 

Woodmere — 5BR, Academy Area, Lr W/Fplc
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,200/Mo
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com 

Woodmere — 3BR, 2Bth, Quiet Residential Street
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,000/Mo.
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com 

Continued on Page 80
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FOR RENT 

Wishing everyone a very Happy and 
Healthy New Year from 5 Towns Homes 
Lawrence — 1st show, Ours Alone. Spacious 2 BR, lg 
sunken LR, New kitchen, DR, in elevator bldg. Great location, 
walk all. Includes heat, water, and parking . .  $2200/Mo.
Call Joan 516-319-4482, Five Towns Homes 
Realty 516-569-5710

Long Beach —5BR, 2 bth, large LR/DR, newly renovated 
huge granite kitchen all new appliances, incl. W/D. 1 blk to 
beach. Close to Shuls. Owner No Fee . . . . . . . . . . $3,250
516-297-4976

Bayswater — Beautiful new walk-down 2BR apt for 
rent 1 full bth. New kitchen. Perfect move-in condition, w/d 
hookup, Near all shuls. References a must . . $1,300/mo. 
Includes heat & electric Call 718-812-4106.

North Woodmere — House Rental – Spacious 6BR, 3 
Full Bath Ranch W/Large Entry Foyer, Large Den, Formal DR, Lg 
Eik W/2 Sinks, CAC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,000/mo
www.pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Woodmere Building
1BRs from . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1300
Jr 4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1450
Elevator, laundry room, walk RR, walk Gourmet Glatt & 
shopping. Broker 516-840-5124

Wishing everyone a very Happy and 
Healthy New Year from 5 Towns Homes 
Far Rockaway — First show, New to Market. Spacious, 
Beautiful, Totally Renovated, 4BR, 2.5bth, Kosher EIK, LR, FDR, 
Duplex Apt in Great Location. Call Joan for Details
Call Joan 516-319-4482, 5 Towns Homes 
Realty 516-569-5710

Wishing everyone a very Happy and 
Healthy New Year from 5 Towns Homes 
Oceanside — Spacious 2BR ranch house w/large 
rooms. LR w/fplc, formal DR, EIK + den, garage, on oversized 
property. Call for details.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2350/mo
Call Joan 516-319-4482, 5 Towns Homes 
Realty 516-569-5710

Woodmere — House Rental — Lovely 5BR Exp-
Ranch, Lr, Formal DR, Eik, Den, Lovely Property In “Academy 
Area”, SD#14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,200/mo
www.pugatch.com 516-295-3000

FOR RENT 

Woodmere — House Rental — Magnifi cent 4BR, 
2.5 Baths, SD#14, Eik, Formal DR, Lg Master BR, Den W/Fplc, 
Cedar Closet, CAC, Wood Deck Off  Kitchen . . . $3,600/mo
www.pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

COMMERCIAL REAL 
ESTATE FOR SALE

Freeport — 1,400+/-SF Offi  ce Storefront, Newly 
Renovated with Rear Door, Empire Zone Benefi ts, Near 
Parkway, Train & Buses, For Sale…Call Alan for More Details. 
516-295-3000, info@pugatch.com

Oceanside — Mixed Use Building, Investor or User 
Property, 5 Commercial Tenants, 3 Residential Apartments, 
New Stucco Façade & More, For Sale…Call Randy for More 
Details.
www.pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Cedarhurst — 14,000 +/ — SF Land on Major Corner 
for Professional Use, For Sale…Call Ian for Survey & More 
Details. 516-295-3000, info@Pugatch.com

Far Rockaway — Rare 1 Acre Vacant Land, Ready 
For Development. Previously Approved R2 For 6 (Minimum) 
Houses In The Heart Of Bayswater, For Sale…Call Lenny for 
More Details.
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Rockville Centre — 6600+/- SF, Two Story Free 
Standing Bldg, 3800+/- SF Restaurant W/Basement, & 
2800+/- SF Offi  ce Space, Close to All, For Sale…Call Randy for 
More Details.
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Rockville Centre — Newly Renovated Two Story 
Retail/Professional Bldg with Elevator, Granite Lobby, & 
Handicap Ramp, 5000+/- SF Retail W/Full Usable Basement 
Over 5000+/- SF Offi  ce Space.  For Sale/Lease…Call Randy for 
More Details.
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Woodmere — Follow the Leader to Woodmere, Now 
is the Time to Act!!! No Meters - Free Parking, Various Spaces 
Available, For Sale/Lease…Call For More Details.
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

FOR RENT 

Valley Stream — SD#14, Totally Renovated 3BR, 2 Bth, 
Move Right In  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,995/Mo
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com 

Woodmere — 4BR, 2.5Bths House Rental, Quiet 
Residential Street, Lg MBR, Den W/Fplc, CAC, Deck
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,600/Mo.
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com 

Cedarhurst—Furnished 4BR, 2 ½ Bths, CAC, HW Floors, 
Finished Bsmt, 2 Sinks, 2 Dishwashers, 2 Ovens
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,200/Mo
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com 

Cedarhurst — 4 BR, 2 Bths, CAC, Yard  .$3,000/Mo.
Call Mark Lipner Direct 516-298-8457 
Pugatch Realty Corp. 
E-mail — MLipner@Pugatch.com 

Lawrence House for Rent
Renovated CH Colonial on cul-de-sac. Cent'l location, Walk 
to all shuls. New EIK w/ SS appliances. High Ceilings. Wood 
fl oors/ moldings. 5 large BR, Library/ Den, LR, FDR, Backyard. 
Available immediately . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,500/mo.
917-455-7376

Wishing everyone a very Happy and Healthy New Year 
from 5 Towns Homes
Far Rockaway — First show, ours alone! LR/ DR, new 
kitchen, 3BR, 2bth, renovated apt in great location. Call for 
details: Joan 516-319-4482, 5 Towns Homes 
Realty 516-569-5710

Cedarhurst — Apt for Rent, 4BR, 2Full Bths, DR, LR, Den, 
Closets galore, 3-car parking . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2700/M
Call 516-996-1955

FOR RENT 

Atlantic Beach— No fee Winter rental now through 
5/2016 3BR, 2Bths, fully furnished, walk to shul and beach
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1800/M
Call or text 516-578-8045

Far Rockaway — (near TAG) Apt for rent 1BR, 1bth, LR, 
kitchen area Ground fl oor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $575/M
includes utilities For more info, contact Dave at 
516-510-9309

Wishing everyone a very Happy and 
Healthy New Year from 5 Towns Homes
Woodmere— Beautiful large colonial, Magnifi cent 
Kosher gourmet granite EIK w/top-of-the-line appliances, LR, 
DR, Den, 5+BR, full fi nished basement on oversized park-like 
property, in ground pool, SD#14, great location, walk all. Call 
for details
Call Joan 516-319-4482, 5 Towns Homes 
Realty 516-568-5710

Wishing everyone a very Happy and 
Healthy New Year from 5 Towns Homes
Cedarhurst — Colonial in heart of town. 4BR, 2Bths, 
basement. Call for details
Call Joan 516-319-4482,5 Towns Homes 
Realty 516-568-5710

Cedarhurst — Totally renovated split level. 3 Bedroom, 
3.5 New Bath. Euro EIK w/ granite countertops. Walk to all. 
Absolutely mint, Must See! For rent . . . . . . . . $3,500/Mo
Call for details. Available Immediately. South 
Shore Estates, call Susan: 516-569-4980

Lawrence— New Exclusive! The Regency — Apt 
Rental By Owner. 2 BR, 2.5 Bths, LR/DR, Wood And Granite 
Kitchen With Island And SS Appliances, Beautiful Terrace 
In Luxurious Newly Built Condominium With 5 Star Hotel 
Amenities, Doorman, Concierge, Valet Parking, All Year In 
Ground Pool, Gym, Party Room. Parking and Storage Included
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,300/M
Irene Steiner Direct — 516-652-7099 Pugatch 
Realty Corp Email — isteiner@pugatch.com

KGH — Beautiful, large 1BR apt with terrace, maximum 
privacy in 2-family home. New granite kitchen, separate 
entrance, excellent location, large bth, high ceilings.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1500/mo
718-544-1912

CLASSIFIED ADS
Continued from Page 79
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COMMERCIAL REAL 
ESTATE FOR RENT

Cedarhurst — Two Prime Offi  ce Suites, 2,600 +/ — 
SF & 4,000 +/ — SF (Can Be Divided) in Elevator Building 
with On-Site Parking, Great Location, Near LIRR Station & 
Transportation, Ideal for Medical/Professional Offi  ces, For 
Lease…Call Ian For More Details. 516-295-3000, 
info@Pugatch.com

Island Park — Urgent Care/Offi  ce/Retail 
7,000+/- SF on Two Floors, Beautiful Free Standing Elevator 
Building, Totally Refurbished, Handicap Accessible, Adjacent to 
LIRR Station, For Lease/For Sale . . . . . . .Call Randy For Details
516-295-3000, info@Pugatch.com

Cedarhurst — Warehouse/Offi  ce. Great Location, A/C, 
Heat, Loading Dock, Near JFK, 16ft Ceilings, Apx 4,000 Sq Ft. 
Call: 516-448-4393

Oceanside — 1,500+/- SF Space on Long Beach Rd with 
On-site Parking, Hi Visibility. For Lease…Call Randy for More 
Details.
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Lawrence — 6,000+/- SF Retail Space on Central Ave, 
Low Rent, For Lease… Call Ian For More Details.
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Hewlett — 800+/-SF Retail Store with Full Basement, on 
Franklin Ave, For Lease. Call Lori For More Details.
info@pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Hewlett — Retail Store with Full Basement, Parking in 
Rear, Great Location, on Broadway, For Lease.
Call Lenny for More Details.
info@pugatch.com 516-295-3000

Hempstead — 2,500 +/-SF Restaurant/Retail Space on 
Main St, Can Be Divided, High Visibility & Excellent Frontage, 
For Lease  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Call Lori For More Details.
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Island Park — Retail 13,000+/- SF Lot, on Corner with 
Traffi  c Signal, Great Visibility, 1800SF Building in Busy Location 
For Lease/For Sale. Call Lori for More Details. 
info@pugatch.com 516-295-3000

Hewlett — 2,250+/-SF store, 2 Bathrooms, Full 
Basement, Parking in Rear, 
For Lease. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Call Lenny for More Details.
info@pugatch.com 516-295-3000

COMMERCIAL REAL 
ESTATE FOR RENT

Cedarhurst — Across The Street From Bay Harbor Mall, 
1,500+/- SF Former Take Out Restaurant…For Lease. Call Lori 
for more details. info@pugatch.com, 
516-295-3000

Lawrence — Up to 8,000+/- SF Space with Parking, Great 
Exposure, High Traffi  c For Lease  . . . .Call Ian for More Details.
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Cedarhurst — 2 stores available, 600+/-SF, Cheapest 
Stores in Town. For Lease. Call Ian for more details
info@pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

COMMERCIAL REAL 
ESTATE FOR SALE

Lawrence — 1,023 +/- SF Professional/Medical Co-Op 
Suite on 1st Floor of 24hr Doorman Building, Close To JFK & 
LIRR, For Sale.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Call Andy for More Details.
info@pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Lynbrook — 10,000+/- SF Offi  ce & Retail Building, Can 
Be Sold as 2 Buildings 6,700SF & 3,300SF, For Sale. Call Ian for 
More Details.
info@pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Rockville Centre — Professional Co-Op, Turn Key 
Medical Offi  ces, 3,000+/-SF, 7 Exam Rooms, 2 Consult Offi  ces, 
Lg Reception/Waiting Area, Handicap Accessible, & Much 
More!!! For Sale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $395K
Call Randy for More Details. 516-295-3000, 
info@pugatch.com

Valley Stream — 7500+/- SF Industrial Building, 2 OH 
Doors, 400+ Amps, 20’ Ceilings, For Sale/Lease
Call Alan for More Details
516-295-3000, info@Pugatch.com

Inwood — Warehouse/Offi  ce 12,000+/- SF 
Building With O’H’ Door & 16 Car Private Parking, Mins to JFK, 
Ready to Deal, For Sale. Call Ian for more details.
516-295-3000, info@Pugatch.com

Woodmere — 4,600+/- SF Brand New Offi  ce Building 
With 24 Car Parking For Sale. Call Ian for More details.
516-295-3000, info@Pugatch.com

Lawrence — Professional Suite In The Plaza 
building, Central Ave, 24hr Doorman, 3 Treatment Rms, 
Reception & Waiting Area. For Sale  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $319K
Call Mark for More Details. 516-295-3000, 
info@Pugatch.com

Lynbrook — 6,100+/- SF Warehouse, Fully Built Out 
Offi  ces, 2 OH Doors For Sale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $625K
Call Lori for More Details. info@Pugatch.com, 
516-295-3000

Lynbrook — 6,000+/- SF Warehouse, With offi  ce, 
Kitchenette, & Bathrooms, 3 OH Doors For Sale . . . . $899K
Call Randy for More Details. 516-295-3000, 
info@Pugatch.com

Valley Stream — Free Standing Offi  ce Bldg, Corner Lot, 
2,000+/- SF, For Sale Only. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $245K
Call Randy for More Details. 516-295-3000, 
info@Pugatch.com

COMMERCIAL REAL 
ESTATE FOR RENT

Heart of Cedarhurst— Corner Central Ave. 
Spacious 3 room offi  ce suite with kitchen area in fi rst-class 
building. Move-in condition. Near LIRR. Available September 
1st. Call 516-374-8800

Woodmere — Several offi  ce spaces from 500sf to 1000sf. 
Elevator Building. Central Avenue — Prime Location! Ample 
Parking. Ideal for Medical/Professional Offi  ces. Call Kate for 
Details 516-334-2146

Wishing everyone a very Happy and Healthy New Year from 
5 Towns Homes
Inwood — New to market. Approx. 750-800 sq.ft. high 
ceilings. Excellent for storefront or offi  ce. Main level. Good 
location. Call for details: Joan 516-319-4482, 5 
Towns Homes Realty 516-569-5710

East Rockaway — 1,400 +/ SF Professional Suite in 
Free Standing Bldg W/Full Basement & Parking, Three Private 
Offi  ces, Close to LIRR, For Lease…Call Arthur for More Details. 
516-25-3000, info@Pugatch.com

Franklin Square — Professional Space, Will Build to 
Suit, Ample Onsite Parking, Good for Any Professional Use
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25/SF
For Lease…Call Randy for More Details. 516-295-3000, 
info@Pugatch.com

Lawrence — 8,000+/- SF Retail Space on Rockaway 
Tpke with Parking, Will Divide. Great Location, For 
Lease…Call Ian for More Details. 516-295-3000, 
info@pugatch.com

Woodmere — Several offi  ce spaces from 500sf to 1000sf. 
Elevator Building. Central Avenue — Prime Location! Ample 
Parking. Ideal for Medical/Professional Offi  ces. Call Kate for 
Details 516-334-2146

Cedarhurst — 3,400 +/- SF Retail Space w/Full Bsmt, 
Municipal & Street Parking, Former Restaurant, For Lease
…Call Lori for More Details
info@pugatch.com, 516-239-3000

Lynbrook — 1,700+/- SF Offi  ce W/Parking on Broadway, 
Close to All, For Lease…Call Lori for More Details.
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Your Real Estate, 

Service, or 

Help Wanted 

Ad Here Every 

Thursday
100,000 readers look 

forward to what’s 
happening in the 5 Towns 
by reading The Five Towns 

Jewish Times. 

1 Week . . . . . . . . . . $35

2 Weeks . . . . . . . . . $60

4 Weeks . . . . . . . . $100

Weekly Ads of up 
to 25 words

Call: 516-569-0502

Fax: 516-977-0608

Or E-mail ads to: 

Classifieds@5tjt.com

Continued on Page 83
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Sandy hit, and who are just now in 
the process of rebuilding their homes 
after receiving New York Rising and 
Build It Back grants,” said Mike Ruiz, 
director of community and customer 
management at National Grid. “By 
working with local officials such 
as Assemblyman Todd Kaminsky 
(D-Long Beach), we made the deci-
sion to continue to suspend recov-
ery of the costs associated with con-
necting services to homeowners who 
are now in a position to rebuild their 
homes nearly three years after the 
devastating event.”

“I lost a great deal from Super-
storm Sandy and it would have cost 
me almost $2,300 to reconnect my 
gas,” said Emma Willi, an Island 
Park resident. “I am so thankful for 
Assemblyman Kaminsky’s work on 
this issue—he was instrumental in 
bringing about this change. I also 
thank National Grid for changing its 
policy in order to help homeowners 

like myself who have already been 
through so much.”

In a statement, National Grid said 
it “will continue to temporarily sus-
pend its recovery of costs to dis-
connect and reconnect natural gas 
facilities through March 31, 2016 to 
accommodate the reconstruction 
activities of current New York Rising 
and Build It Back grantees and other 

Sandy-affected customers in the ser-
vice relocation process. Going for-
ward, the company will work with 
customers and officials to determine 
whether these costs are recoverable 
through storm reconstruction pro-
grams.” There will also be a proce-
dure for homeowners who already 
paid these fees to be reimbursed by 
National Grid. 

COMMERCIAL REAL 
ESTATE FOR RENT

Valley Stream — 1,000-2,500+/- SF Offi  ce Space, Full 
Service, Build to Suit, Underground Parking, Near LIRR Station 
For Lease   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$28.50/SF
Call Randy for More Details.
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Woodmere — 800SF Store on Irving Place, Clean Offi  ce 
With Nearby Parking, 
Price Reduced. For Lease . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,475/Month
Call Ian for More Details. 
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000 

Lawrence — Central Ave, 1,650+/- SF Basement, Very 
Close To Rockaway Turnpike, Great Location, 
For Lease Call Ian For More Details.
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Lawrence — Offi  ce Max Shopping Center, 1000 Or 
4,000+/- SF Available, Join Offi  ce Max, Sherwin Williams, 
AutoZone & More, Great Parking, Corner Store On Rockaway Tpke 
& Burnside Ave For Lease. Call Lori for More details.
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Cedarhurst — 3,000+/- SF Building For Rent, Good For 
Day Care/Medical/General Offi  ces 
For Lease. Call Randy for More Details
info@pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Rockville Centre — 3,500 sq. ft., fully wired for Web, 
partitioned, will divide. Call 516-322-3555

VACATION RENTAL

Yerushalayim — Long-term rental in center city. 
3BR, 2bths, Wi-Fi, cable TV, Shabbos elevator and indoor 
parking garage. Walking distance to Kotel, Geulah, many 
shuls. Minimum 3 months, available after Succos. E-mail 
jmgpeds@verizon.net 

Jerusalem, Israel — Short Term Vacation Rental, 
David’s Village/David Citadel APT, Mamila and 
other areas. Furnished 1,2,3,4 &5BR. 10 min walk to Kotel. Wkly. 
frijad@aol.com, 917-803-4949

MISCELLANEOUS 

Yeshiva of South Shore has some membership openings 
in its burial society. By purchasing an individual, couple 
or family membership, you will be ensured of select plots in one of 
several New York area cemeteries. For more information on burial 
society membership, please call 516-374-7363 or e-mail: 
societies@yoss.org

CLASSIFIED ADS
Continued from Page 81

Deadline for  

Classified 

Advertising  

in the next issue  

is Thursday,

September 17,

at 5:00 PM 

Call  

516-569-0502

Political Roundup
Continued from Page 76

And Moshe went . . . to all of Israel 

(Devarim 31:1)
But the Torah doesn’t tell us where Moshe went on this last day of his earthly life. 
The Chassidic masters say: Moshe entered into the core of every Jew of every 
generation, so that every Jewish soul possesses a spark of the soul of Moshe.

(Maayanei shel Torah)

I am 120 years old today 

(Devarim 31:2)
Today my days and years were fulfilled; on this day I was born, and on this day I shall 
die . . . This is to teach us that G-d fulfills the years of the righteous to the day and to 
the month, as it is written (Sh’mos 23:26): “I shall fulfill the number of your days.”

(Talmud, Rosh Hashanah 11a)
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A Muslim Lady Calls The Rabbi
In his work with sick patients over 

the past 30 years, Rabbi Avraham 
Lider has witnessed some extraordi-
nary moments and literal miracles. 
Recently, a social worker from a local 
hospital urgently called Rabbi Lider 
at home. “There is a lady here who 
needs to speak to you right away. 
Her husband is in the ICU; she is sit-
ting by his bedside. His condition 
is extremely critical, and he is not 
expected to make it. Can you come to 
speak with her?”

Rabbi Lider dropped what he was 
doing and immediately came to the 
ICU. He found the patient attached 
to life-support machines and his 
anguished wife waiting to speak to 
the rabbi. She began to tell him a 
startling story. “Rabbi,” she said, “I’m 
a Muslim. My husband is Jewish, and 
he is dying. We have been married for 
27 years, but it is his wish that even 
though he didn’t live like a Jew, he 
wants to be buried as a Jew. Rabbi, 
listen to me. I have pressing family 
matters to take care of, and I need 
to travel back to Turkey tomorrow. 
When my husband dies, please make 
sure to bury him as a Jew. I think he 
will want to have a Jewish burial. Can 
you help, please?”

Rabbi Lider was astounded and 
managed to tell her that we Jews plan 
b’risos, bar mitzvahs, and weddings, 
but we don’t pre-plan funerals! She 
insisted, “If my husband dies in the 
meantime, I want to give you a letter 
giving you full authority in writing 

to bury him and be in charge, in case 
I am not around.” Rabbi Lider could 
not persuade her against this, so he 
agreed to accept the note giving him 
authority.

The rabbi went to the man in the 
ICU, and prayed for him by his bed-
side. He came to that bedside every 
single day, said a Mishebeirach for 
him, and talked to the unconscious 

Rabbi Avraham Lider calls on the patient

Continued on Page 88
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man. Meanwhile his wife left for Tur-
key, torn between her family obli-
gations. Astonishingly, the man got 
better; after four days he opened his 
eyes, and gradually his tubes and 

wires were disconnected, and he was 
transferred to a regular room. Now 
that he was awake and alert, Rabbi 
Lider was able to chat with him, and 
asked his name. “My Hebrew name 
is Yitzchak,” replied the patient. The 
rabbi grinned. “Tell me, do you like 
chicken soup?” he asked the sick 
man. “I love it,” said the patient. He 
asked the man if he would like to put 

on tefillin. “Last time I put on tefil-

lin was at my bar mitzvah. I’m now 84 
years old,” he replied. The next morn-
ing Rabbi Lider came by again, bear-
ing a pot of delicious chicken soup. 
After enjoying the chicken soup, the 
patient then put on tefillin, for the 
first time in 70 years. With tears in 

his eyes, he said Shema Yisrael with 
Rabbi Lider. What a difference!

Rabbi Lider reassured Yitzchak that 
he would always be there for him and 
that he would always look out for 
him “until he was 120!” 

Rabbi Lider is the Jewish chaplain at King’s 

County Hospital, and he is the executive 

director of Ahavas Chesed, a medical services 

nonprofi t.

After enjoying the chicken soup, 
the patient put on tefi llin 

for the fi rst time in 70 years.

Call The Rabbi
Continued from Page 86

Remember that article?
Visit our archive section and find any issue of the

5 Towns Jewish Times online @  

www.5TJT.com
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Why Is Beis Din Involved 

In Esrogim?

B Y  Y A A K O V  C H A R L A P

It says in the Torah that every 
seventh year is Shemittah, and 
we are prohibited from work-
ing the land of Israel. You are 
not allowed to plow, plant, 
prune, or harvest your fi eld, or 
work the land during the year 
of Shemittah.

One may not sell Shemittah 
produce in a business man-
ner. Instead, many growers 
declare their fi elds “hefker” 
during Shemittah, and have 
their fruits distributed through 
an otzar beis din (rabbinical 
court storehouse) in a way that 
implies it is a division of the 
produce rather than a sale.

One is allowed to use and 
even eat Shemittah fruit as 
long as it was pronounced 
hefker by the fi eld owner.

Beis din represents the con-
sumer by hiring people to cut, 
gather, and store the esrogim 
and distribute them to the 
public in an organized way.

Obviously, the otzar beis din 
cannot expect the laborers to 
work as unpaid volunteers, 
nor can they use the produc-
tion equipment free of charge. 
The managers who coordi-
nate this project are also enti-
tled to a wage for their efforts. 
The otzar beis din divides these 
costs among the consumers. 
However, there is no charge for 
the actual fruit, since they are 
hefker. These costs are referred 
to as s’char tircha (payment for 
time and work.)

The fi rst otzar beis din was 
established over 100 years ago. 
This year, each distributor for 
esrogim is acting as a shliach 
for the otzar beis din to distrib-
ute the esrogim according to 
the guidelines that the otzar 

beis din has established.
The grower plants every-

thing before Shemittah and 
is given extremely detailed 
instructions regarding what 
he may and may not do during 
Shemittah. The grower agrees 
in advance to a price for his 
produce that he will receive 
regardless of the quality of 
the produce. The grower must 
understand that this price is 
not to purchase the produce, 
but compensation for his out-
of-pocket expenses, includ-
ing compensation for his own 
time.

Exporting Shemittah pro-
duce to chutz la’aretz presents 
yet another problem and is 
resolved by allowing esrogim 
to be exported in order to 
allow people to fulfi ll the mitz-

vah, since there would not 
otherwise be enough esrogim 
available for the general pub-
lic. Some poskim insist that the 
esrogim be returned to Israel 
after Sukkos, while others 

require them to dry out com-
pletely.

During previous Shemittah 
years, many consumers relied 
on Havla’ah, acquiring the 
esrog by means of purchasing 
the lulav and hadasim, or heter 

mechirah, selling the land to a 
non-Jew during Shemittah. But 
many rabbanim, including my 
great-grandfather, HaRav Yaa-
kov Moshe Charlap, zt’l, were 
against the practice of heter 

mechirah.
Following this year of Shem-

ittah, one should be careful to 
purchase arba’ah minim from a 

reliable source with a reliable 
otzar beis din. Even though 
the esrogim will be used after 
Shemittah (for Sukkos of 5776), 
they still have a kedushas shvi’is 
since they grew and were cut 
during Shemittah of 5775.

Some rely on bosur likitah 
and use esrogim that were cut 
after Rosh Hashanah. However, 
according to most poskim, any 
esrog that was almost fully 
grown during the year of Shem-

ittah (5775) would still have 

kedushas shvi’is regardless of 
when it was cut.

In any event, as previously 
stated, after Sukkos, care must 
be taken not to discard the esrog, 
but rather to send it back to 

Israel or let it completely dry out. 
It is always advisable to consult 
one’s rav for halachic guidance.

For questions or comments 
on this article, please e-mail 
me at pitimking@aol.com. 

The author inspecting esrogim in Israel
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The Proper Way To Eat 

On Yom Kippur

Halachic Musings

B Y  R A B B I  Y A I R  H O F F M A N

It is one of those things that no one 
really learns, almost like that elephant 
in the room that we don’t want to talk 
about. Perhaps it is because it reminds 
us of our own morbidity. But it is a set 
of halachos that we should be famil-
iar with, because dangerous illness can 
strike people at any time. So, what are 
the parameters of feeding a dangerously 
sick person on Yom Kippur?

It is important to know that the 
Torah does not want us to endanger 
ourselves by being overly stringent in 
matters of fasting. If it is determined 
that a patient must not fast, then it is 
a mitzvah to eat. A serious punishment 
is exacted upon people who refuse to 
eat when it is medically mandated (see 
M.B. 618:5).

Experience, however, tells us that 
when people get very ill or very old, 
they often do not think logically when 
it comes to their own health. It is often 
excruciatingly painful for elderly, sick 
people to eat on Yom Kippur even when 
they must. As a consequence, they will 
often use their lifelong strict adherence 
to halachah as an excuse not to eat even 
when instructed to do so.

Family members should patiently 
and lovingly say that their mitzvah now 
is to eat, just as there is a mitzvah to 

eat on erev Yom Kippur. Often the best 
manner to approach it is to divert their 
attention with other matters or ques-
tions when one feeds them. Sometimes, 
switching the feeder or plying the “guilt 
trip” method can work, too. (This is all 
referring to situations when there is 
no feeding tube or parenteral nutrition 
port.)

There are other situations where 
a generally healthy person may have 
recently just taken ill. It is therefore 
important to be familiar with the defi -
nitions and parameters found below.

Dual Prohibitions
There are actually two prohibitions 

that are violated when a healthy adult 
eats on Yom Kippur. The less com-
monly known one is called “below 
the threshold” or “chatzi shiur” prohi-
bition. Although this is a Torah pro-
hibition, it does not invoke the seri-
ous punishment of kareis. It is also set 
aside whenever there is anyone who is 
dangerously ill.

But what about the regular “above 
the threshold” prohibition? May a dan-
gerously ill person violate this regular 
prohibition if he can be eating “below 
the threshold”? Although this issue is 
debated, the consensus is that if it is 
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completely feasible from a medical per-
spective, such a person should eat and 
drink only in amounts that are below 
the threshold.

Below-The-Threshold 
Measurements

Foods. The food measurement is a 
constant—two-thirds of a medium egg 
(see S.A. O.C. 618:7), understood as one 
fl uid ounce. If it is determined that the 
patient should be fasting on Yom Kip-
pur, then, if feasible, the maximum 
quantity of food that may be eaten at 
one session is one fl uid ounce—or 30 
milliliters (cc). It is a good idea to pre-
pare these amounts in schnapps cups in 
advance. Proteins are more fi lling than 
starches.

Liquids. The amount for liquids var-
ies depending upon the person’s indi-
vidual cheek volume. Remember, it is 
not a mouthful, but rather a cheekful—
one side of the mouth. For the average 
person, one can fi gure 35 milliliters. For 
a small person, it could be 30 milliliters.

All this refers to plain water. However, 
a few years before his passing (before 
Yom Kippur of 5769), Rav Elyashiv, zt’l, 
ruled that a person could actually use 
a different option—consuming water 
that has a pagum (unnatural) taste that 
is not normally consumed because 
of its negative taste. The rationale for 
this ruling (based upon the Rema) is 
that such drinking does not consti-
tute a normal form of drinking and is 
thus only forbidden by rabbinic ruling. 
The rabbis, however, never made such 
enactments for people who are danger-
ously ill.

Time Durations
What is considered an eating or 

drinking session? Ideally, one should 
try to space them every nine minutes. 
The view of Rav Chaim Na-eh for food 
is eight minutes (see Shiurei Torah 3:15). 
Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt’l, writes (Igros 

Moshe O.C. IV #41) that b’dieved, in a case 
of need, they should have a gap of four 
minutes between them. In regard to 
liquids, one should try for a nine-min-
ute gap, but if not, a-four minute gap. 
If this is not possible, then, for liquids 
one should try to fulfi ll the view of the 
Chasam Sofer (Responsa Volume VI #23) 
of a gap of at least two minutes. These 
are the main views.

Antibiotics
Some people have life-threatening 

illnesses that require the consump-
tion of a potent antibiotic. These anti-
biotics must be consumed with a sig-
nifi cant amount of water. Because of 
this, the pagum water suggestion of Rav 
Elyashiv, zt’l, would be the most appro-
priate approach to this dilemma.

But what should be the recipe for 
such water? It should be distasteful 
enough that a normal person would 
not be drinking the water, yet not so 
distasteful as to cause the drinker to 
get sick or to violate the prohibition 
of bal teshaktzu—doing something dis-
gusting.

One should always check with one’s 
doctor, but this author has experimented 
with various concoctions to create the 
pagum-water. (Do not take the pagum 

Continued on Page 92
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water if your doctor does not advise it 
for you.) The recipe that best fi ts the bill, 
in this author’s opinion, is a room-tem-
perature 16.9-ounce bottle of water, 
mixed with a half teaspoon of granu-

lated onion powder and three shakes 
of salt. (The onion powder should fi rst 
be dissolved in a small amount of hot 
water before Yom Kippur, if possible. 
This will keep it as pagum but will help 
reduce possible stomach unrest later.) If 
there is a negative reaction to the pagum 
water, one can always go back to the 
“below the threshold” method.

Experiments conducted by this 
author have revealed the following: the 
colder the water, the more onion pow-
der and salt one can tolerate.

Conclusions
It is this author’s opinion that the 

halachos under discussion should 
be more widely known and dissem-
inated. Whenever there is a doubt 
as to whether one is dangerously ill 
and there is no doctor or knowledge-
able rabbi available, one should feed 

the patient. We should all know the 
one-ounce food fi gure and nine-min-
ute gap formula, and the four-minute 
gap if this is not possible. It may also 
be worthwhile to have pre-fi lled one-
ounce food containers available for 
emergencies.

May Hashem, the Healer of all illness, 
grant us all a year of health, parnassah, 
and nachas. 

The author can be reached at 

Yairhoffman2@gmail.com.

If it is determined that a patient 
must not fast, 

then it is a mitzvah to eat.

Halachic Musings
Continued from Page 91

Remember that article?
Visit our archive section and find any issue of the

5 Towns Jewish Times online @  www.5TJT.com
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Preparing For A Fast
The days after Rosh Hashanah are 

a time to refl ect and prepare for the 
upcoming day of Yom Kippur both men-
tally and physically. While we would 

like to focus on the spiritual experience 
of prayer and repentance, often the 
hardships of fasting can distract from 
the true objective of the day. Although 
it is inevitable that there will be dis-
comfort while fasting, taking precau-
tions so that you don’t get ill or dehy-
drate are important to ensure your fast 
goes well.

Drink a lot! Hydrating your body is 
key to an easier fast. Dehydration will 
cause weakness, headaches, and over-
all discomfort. Water is the best way to 
hydrate your body. You can drink other 
liquids as well, including sports drinks 
that provide electrolytes, but stay away 
from caffeinated beverages, which 
make your body lose more water.

Wean yourself off caffeine. Caffeine 
is one of the hardest things to do with-
out on a fast day for someone who is 
used to consuming daily doses of it. 
Since caffeine is addictive, your body 
will display signs of withdrawal with-
out it, such as headaches, irritability, 
and weariness. You can slowly take 
yourself off of caffeine starting two 
weeks before a fast, reducing your 
intake until you are not drinking any 
caffeine a couple of days before the 
fast.

Do not overeat. One might think it’s 
good to load up with a large meal before 
the fast, but in fact eating a normal-size 
meal is more benefi cial. Eating a heavy, 
big meal will make you uncomfortable 
and will not supply you with any more 
calories for the next day when you can-
not eat. It may actually expand your 
stomach and make you hungrier when 
fasting. The best thing is to eat small, 
frequent meals throughout the day. Eat-
ing foods you might crave will also only 
make you crave similar foods when fast-
ing. Stay away from high-fat, sugary, and 
salty foods.

Load up on carbs. Carbohydrates, 
especially complex ones, are the best to 
eat before a fast. They help your body 
retain more water and stay hydrated, 
and keep you fuller and more ener-
gized once fasting. Breads, pastas, rice, 
beans, fruits, and vegetables are all good 
sources of complex carbohydrates. 
Whole-grain carbs are even better, since 
they are digested slowly and keep you 
fuller longer. Don’t eat too much pro-
tein or fatty foods. 

Moroccan Bean Stew
Serves 6

Ingredients:

1 Tbsp. olive oil

2 cups chopped red peppers
2 cups butternut squash, peeled and 

cubed

1 large onion, chopped
1 tsp. ground cinnamon
1 tsp. garlic powder
½ tsp. cumin
½ tsp. ginger
salt and pepper to taste
15-oz. can chickpeas, drained and rinsed
15-oz. can red kidney beans, drained and 

rinsed
14.5-oz. can diced tomatoes with juices
1 cup vegetable broth
Directions:

Heat oil in large saucepan over 
medium heat. Add peppers, squash, and 
onions and cook for 5 minutes.

Add cinnamon, garlic powder, cumin, 
ginger, and salt and pepper. Cook 1 min-
ute, then add beans, chickpeas, toma-

toes, and broth and bring to a boil.
Reduce heat to a simmer and cook, 

covered, for 20 minutes. Serve over 
couscous or with crusty bread.

Want to learn how to cook delicious gourmet 

meals right in your own kitchen? Take one-

on-one cooking lessons or give a gift to an 

aspiring cook you know. For more information, 

contact Take Home Chef personal chef 

services by calling 516-508-3663, writing 

to elke@TakeHomeChef.net, or visiting 

www.TakeHomeChef.net.

One might think it’s good to load up with a large meal 
before the fast, but in fact eating a normal-size meal is 

more benefi cial.

THE DISH
By Elke Probkevitz

Chili and Corn Muffi ns
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COOKED 
SALMON ROLL

$499
EA

CALIFORNIA
ROLL

$499
EA

VEGETABLE 
ROLL 

$399
EA

MEXICAN
ROLL 

SPICY TUNA, SALMON, TOBIKO, SCALLIONS, 
AVOCADO, JALAPENO W/ CREAM CHEESE

$950
EA

SUNRISE
ROLL 

SALMON, AVOCADO, SPICY KANI ON TOP

$950
EA

Valid Through 9/20/2015-9/25/2015 

GET MORE. PAY LESS

PRODUCE

SPECIALS

SEAFOOD APPY

BAKERY

th
e

under one roof

ERY

CALIFORNIA RED OR 
GREEN SEEDLESS
GRAPES
$199

LB

SUGAR SWEET
HONEYDEWS

$299
EA

WASHINGTON STATE

BARTLETT 
PEARS

99¢LB

FRESH
BROCCOLI

2/$3
LAROUGE

RED
PEPPERS

$149
LB

TOMATOES
ON THE VINE

$149
LB

PREMIUM IDAHO 
POTATOES

#5 LBS

$199

DOLE CLASSIC
ICEBERG OR 

COLESLAW MIX

2/$3

SWEET BABY PEELED

CARROTS
16 OZ

3/$2

WASHINGTON EXTRA FANCY RED 
OR GOLDEN DELICOUS

APPLES
100 CT

99¢

YELLOW RIPE
BANANAS

49¢LB

U.S. #1
ONIONS

(#2 LBS)

89¢
N.Y. STATE

APPLES IN 
TOTE BAGS

(MCINTOSH, GALA, GOLDEN)

89¢LB

DOLE PREMIUM
CELERY
$129

EA

SUPER SELECT
CUCUMBERS

5/$2
HASS

AVOCADOES

4/$5

SUPER SPECIALS

WHOLE 
BRONZINI 

$899 
LB

WILD NILE 
PERCH 
FILLET  

$899 
LB

BREADED
LEMON 
PEPPER

POLLOCK
$599 

LB

BREADED
BEER

BATTERED 
POLLOCK 

$599 
LB

ASSORTED 
MANDEL
BREAD

$499
 EA

CAVENDISH
POTATOES

24 TO 32 OZ PKG TATERS – 
HASH BROWNS – REGULAR 

OR CRINKLE CUT

$249

GOLDEN

BLINTZES 
13 OZ PKG ASSORTED 

2/$5
SPRING VALLEY

KREPLACH
8 OZ PKG

$399

POPSICLE 

ICE POPS
18 TO 39.6 OZ PKG ASST

$399

SUPER A

ICE CREAM
48 OZ PKG ASST

$199

SUPER A

WAFFLES
12.3 OZ PKG ASST

3/$5
SUPER A

VEGETABLES
2 LB BAG PEAS – CORN –

CUT OKRA – MIXED

2/$5

EDY’S

ICE CREAM 
48 OZ PKG ASSORTED 

FLAVORS 

$299

WE SLICE CHEESE
WHILE YOU SHOP

OR WAIT...

TRY OUR HERRING 
AND PICKLED LOX
IN DAIRY CREAM 

SAUCE!

JOYVA
JELL RINGS OR 
MARSHMALLOW 

TWISTS
$650

LB 

MANISCHEWITZ
TAM TAM

CRACKERS 
9.6 OZ PKG ORIGINAL – EVERYTHING 

– GARLIC – ONION – SESAME

3/$5

MEAL MART

STUFFED 
CABBAGE 

6 LB TRAY

$1999

LAND O LAKES 

WHIPPED 
BUTTER

8 OZ CONT SALT OR SWEET

$149

HUNTS

TOMATOES
28 OZ CANS CRUSHED – WHOLE – 

DICED – SAUCE

4/$5
SUPER A

GRANULATED 
SUGAR

4 LB BAG

$189

COHENS 
FRANKS ’N’ 

BLANKETS OR 
MINI EGG ROLLS

20 TO 28 OZ PKG 40 CT

$999

POWERADE

DRINKS
32 OZ BTL ASST 

69¢
COKE,

DR PEPPER, 
SPRITE, FRESCA 

2 LITER BTL

4/$5

APPLESNAX

APPLE 
SUACE

4 PACK

99¢

FANTASTIC
SPRAY 

CLEANER
32 OZ BTL ORIGINAL –

BLEACH – LEMON

2/$5

ROKEACH OR GLICKS 
SHABBOS 
CANDLES

72 CT BOX

$399

SEASON
SKINLESS & BONELESS 
SARDINE IN 
OLIVE OIL 
3.75 OZ CANS UPC # 

7030302203

99¢
STARKIST

SOLID WHITE 
TUNA

5 OZ CAN

4/$5

NESTLE
PURE LIFE 

WATER
16.9 OZ BTLS 28 PACK

BONUS PACK

$399
ROKEACH

YAHRZEIT 
TUMBLERS

TIN

3/99¢

YEHUDA OR ROKEACH 

MEMORIAL 
CANDLES 

GLASS

2/99¢

YEHUDA
GEFILTE

FISH
24 OZ JAR ORIGINAL OR 

SWEET

$299

SNAPPLE

TEAS
64 OZ BTL ASST

3/$5
FANTA

SODA
2 LITER BTL ORANGE, GRAPE, 

STRAWBERRY, PINEAPPLE

89¢

BUMBLE BEE 
TALL PINK 
SALMON

14.75 OZ CAN

2/$5

GLICK’S
SOLID WHITE 

TUNA IN WATER
6 OZ CAN

3/$5

GLICK’S

FLOUR
5LB BAG

ALL PURPOSE 
OR HIGH GLUTEN 

$199

GEFEN
CUCUMBERS 

IN BRINE
19 OZ CAN 7-9 SIZE

2/$3

GOODMAN’S
ONION SOUP 

MIX
2.75 OZ PKG

69¢
KEDEM

GRAPE JUICE
64 OZ BTL

$399

SUPER A
APPLE JUICE

64 OZ BTL

4/$5

APPLE & EVE
JUICE OR 
DRINKS

54 OZ PKG APPLE – BERRY – 
PUNCH – KIWI 

2/$5

LIFE

CEREAL
13 OZ PKG REGULAR – 

CINNAMON – MAPLE

2/$5

SUPER A
BATH

TISSUE 
20 ROLL PKG

$799
ABELS & HEYMAN 

ALL BEEF 
FRANKS

14 OZ PKG

$499

ABELS & HEYMAN
BULLET
SALAMI

14 OZ PKG

$569

MEAL MART

KUGELS
4 LB TRAY POTATO – APPLE – 

BROCCOLI – NOODLE

$1699

NATURAL & KOSHER 
SHREDDED 

MOZZARELLA, 
PIZZA, CHEF OR 
MEXICAN BLEND

8 OZ PKG

2/$5

NATURAL & KOSHER 

AMERICAN 
CHEESE

3 LB LOAF YELLOW OR WHITE 

$1099

LA YOGURT

YOGURT
CASE OF 12

$499
6 OZ CONT2/89¢

TROPICANA
ORANGE

JUICE 
59 OZ CONT

2/$6

TEMP TEE 
WHIPPED
CREAM
CHEESE
11.3 OZ CONT

2/$5
YO CRUNCH

YOGURT
6 OZ CONT ASST

2/99¢

HOD GOLAN 
SLICED 

CHICKEN 
BREAST

5 OZ PKG

$299

RONZONI

PASTA
1 LB PKG ZITI – SPAGHETTI – ELBOWS – ROTINI

88¢

FRANCESCO RINALDI
MARINARA SAUCE 

24 OZ BTL

99¢

BARLEY AND
MUSHROOM
$599

LB

CRANBERRY
RELISH 

$599
LB

HOD LAVAN
TURKEY DELIGHT 

$799
LB

BEEF
CHOPPED LIVER 
$899

LB

ALL SALES MONDAY TO FRIDAY

LEG OF LAMB 
ROAST

$1399
LB

SILVER TIP 
ROAST
$899

LB

SHOULDER 
ROAST

$899
LB

BONELESS 
SPARE RIBS

$1299
LB

FAMILY PACK
GROUND BEEF

$469
LB

FIRST CUT
BRISKET

$999
LB

SQUARE CUT
ROAST
$899

LB

STANDING
RIB ROAST

$1399
LB

WILD 
FLOUNDER 

FILLET  
$1399 

LB
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