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AGUDATH ISRAEL OF AMERICA
ANNUAL CONVENTION

But at an Agudah Convention…
WHERE ELSE

Do Gedolei Torah join together to provide 

communal Hadracha & Hisorerus?  

NEW LOCATION!

RESERVE YOUR ROOM TODAY!
CALL: 212.797.7380 
EMAIL: CONVENTION@AGUDATHISRAEL.ORG

AVRUMI HIRSCH
CONVENTION CO-CHAIRMAN

HASHI HERZKA
CONVENTION CHAIRMAN

Can an elevator ride be an

uplifting experience? 

Can you make your voice heard
on important issues of the day?

Can you enjoy an inspiring Shabbos
with Torah Jews from around the world?

November 14-17, 2013
s”ga, ukxf sh-th

NEW DATE!
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Rav Pam on the Parsha
by rabbi Sholom Smith / reprinted with permission from artscroll/mesorah

Parshas Lech Lecha:  News Analysis

All these had joined at the 
Valley of Siddim, now the Salt 
Sea. (14:3)

In this parashah, the Torah 
describes how four great and 
mighty kings came to do battle 
against five powerful monarchs. 
It could be called the first “World 
War,” because it involved most of 
the people of the inhabited parts 
of the world at that time.

The Yalkut Shimoni to Mi-
chah (§552) comments, “Why 

did Hashem ordain that these 
nine monarchs gather in this 
valley to fight each other? So that 
they should all easily fall into the 
hands of Avraham.” The meaning 
of the Yalkut is that these power-
ful kings thought they had gath-
ered in this battlefield to settle 
their differences after 13 years 
of rebellion by the five monarchs 
against the domination of the 
other four. However, Hashem’s 
real plan was to make it easier for 

Avraham Avinu to conquer all of 
them at the same time and free 
his nephew Lot, who had been 
taken captive in that great battle.

Had there been newspapers 
and media then, the military and 
political experts would have of-
fered their “learned” opinions of 
the reasons and strategies of each 
of the antagonists in specifically 
choosing this valley to do battle. 
How foolish and utterly wrong 
they would be, because Hash-
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Message to Flatbush
Mordy Mehlman, publisher

Majesty at Midnight
Last Thursday evening, I was 

privileged to witness history be-
ing made in Flatbush, when over 
one hundred men converged on 
Agudas Yisroel of Madison for 
the first ever Flatbush Mishmar 
Program.  The program ended at 
midnight, and the sight was truly 
majestic. 

The brainchild of Rabbi 
Yisroel Reisman, shlita, the 
weekly program features one 
hour of learning Mesechta Ma-
kos b’chavrusa (or alone) from 
10:30-11:30 pm every Thursday, 
followed by a Chabura on the 
Amud given by Rabbi Reisman.   
He has an overwhelming daily 
schedule, yet he invested many 

weeks of valuable time, hard 
work, and personal solicitations 
to turn his dream into a reality.  
And what a reality it was!  

Members of our community, 
most of them holding down full 
time jobs and busy with their 
families, followed Rabbi Reis-
man’s advice and put aside 90 
minutes of their precious time 
to turn Thursday evening into 
Mishmar night. The Beis Me-
drash was packed, and the loud 
sound of Torah reverberated as 
if it were a Yeshiva Beis HaMe-
drash at the peak of the day.  
Rabbi Reisman’s shiur was con-
cise and compelling; and capped 
a most inspiring and uplifting 

evening.  Upon exiting the shul 
at midnight, many commented 
to me that this sight was unprec-
edented, so many balabatim par-
ticipating, in such a strong way, 
at such a late hour.  

Rabbi Reisman, who for the 
past 25 years has turned Saturday 
night into Motzei Shabbos for the 
many hundreds that attend his 
famed Navi shiur each week, has 
now turned Thursday night into 
Mishmar Night for our commu-
nity.  I and the entire community 
thank him for the opportunity he 
has provided us with.  I hope all 
men in Flatbush take advantage 
of this every week.  May the Maj-
esty of Torah continue!
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Yom Tov Exodus
This Erev Yom Tov I  over-

heard a statement in the name of 
a prominent Rav in Flatbush, that 
his Shul will be empty on Sim-
chas Torah. This is due to the fact 
that most of his mispalelim  are 
in the Catskills for Yom Tov. This 
phenomena has affected many 
shuls in the Flatbush area. It is a 
well known fact that Simchas To-
rah is the highlight of a Shul. I am 
proud to say my shul rocked bet-
ter than ever, even though many 
seeked haven in the country. I 
think one should evaluate his af-
filiation to a shul before taking 
such a major step.

Rocking Hakafos

Saying Good Shabbos
It was with much intrigue that 

I read your Message to Flatbush 
regarding saying Good Shabbos 
to our fellow Jews. While I whole 
heartedly agreed with your un-
derlying message I could not help 
but wonder about the story you 
mentioned regarding Reb Yaa-
kov Kaminetsky Ztl. In my effort 
to be dan lkav zcus I will have to 
assume that your story is another 
and wholly different story from 
the one published on page 251 of 
the Artscroll book entitled Reb 
Yaakov.   I will also assume you 
were not familiar with that story 
and that certainly you did not 
purposefully change the gender 
of the clergy in your story/version 
to whitewash and or fit the cur-
rent political correctness of some 
in our community. Allow me to 
refer to page 251 in the Artscroll 
book entitled Reb Yaakov wherein 
it states the following story. “Gen-
tiles, too, were treated with the ut-
most respect and good humor. A 
Monsey resident was surprised to 
be stopped one day by the Mother 
Superior of a convent across the 
street from Reb Yaakov’s house. 
She wanted to know why the con-
vent’s Jewish neighbors averted 
their eyes or crossed to the other 

side of the street whenever one of 
the nuns passed by. Except, that is, 
one old rabbi, who always made 
a point of giving them a friendly 
greeting and a warm smile”.

This story would you not agree, 
especially since it places the clergy 
member as being one of the oppo-
site gender,  is all the more power-
ful and should be more publicized 
so that we understand  what Reb 
Yaakov’s meaning of being a men-
tch really was.

Sincerely,
Jacob Hirsch Esq.   

Tzinus Chutzpah
As I walk around the 

many frum neighborhoods it has 
become the trend to see short 
skirts and sheitals. I don’t know 
where this got started but as long 
as I can remember if you wore a 
sheital you certainly did not wear 
a short skirt. It has come to the 
point that if you look around you 
can find one out of ten women 
dressed appropriately. What I find 
appalling is these women have the 
chutzpah to come to shul dressed 
like that. I would like to ask these 
women would you wear a bath-
ing suit in public with a sheital 
on your head or wear pants with 

a sheital?  So if you would not 
wear those things in public why 
do you wear a short skirt or tight 
clothes that are totally inappropri-
ate. What message are you send-
ing to the younger generation. 
How do I explain your way of 
dress to the Kiruv world who are 
searching for spirituality. Please 
take a good look at yourselves be-
fore you leave your house and ask 
yourselves Am I Hashem’s daugh-
ter would Hashem be proud of the 
way I am dressed? 

C.M

Fashion Danger in Flatbush!
In the October 3rd edition, in 

the Letter to the Editor section, 
a M.S. decries the unglick and 
lack of Kavod Haadam vis a vis 
matching of ties to mens’ suits on 
a three-day Yom Tov and Shab-
bos.

As for myself, walking on  the 
three-day Yom Tov/Shabbos in 
the streets of Upper Flatbush, 
I found it necessitates a pair of 
blinders to prevent seeing the 
immodest  dress of some of our 
Jewish daughters. In truth, it’s 
not so much their fault as being 
members of the wealthiest Jewish 

Letters        to the Editor
Email letters to: editor@thefjj.com
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Tehillim List  Weather
Forecast

friday

thursday
October 10

Showers

Partly Cloudy

Partly Cloudy

Partly Cloudy
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October 13

October 15

sunday

tuesday

monday

62˚	55˚

63˚ 55˚

68˚	54˚

65˚	53˚

67˚	55˚

70˚	56˚

70˚	55˚

Showers

Partly Cloudy

October 16
wednesday

Showers

saturday

Continued on Page 82

“Hold Page One!”
Not to sound like Arnold Fine, but I Remember When 

we all complained about the dearth of English/Jewish pe-
riodicals. All we had was Olameinu for the kids, the Jewish 
Press for the curious, and the Jewish Observer for the pseudo 
quasi-intellectuals among us. But before you could say, “Holy 
Zundel,” we are snowed under by a torrent of news, ads, fea-
tures, fictions, health tips, proclamations, photos, editorials, 
even cartoons and classifieds. From Hamodia to Yated, Mish-
pacha and Ami, to Binah and Z’man, and sometimes Country 
Yossi. From Jewish Action to Kuntris, Kashrus, and The Vues, 
to 5 Towns, Links, and Torah Times for the Jews. (Not to men-
tion…the FJJ – which I just did.) My magazine rack is almost 
bigger than my fridge! Progress?

No wonder people are saying, “There’s just no time to 
learn anymore.”

Out of the Box rabbi Yaakov 
Salomon

musings on timely issues
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S H U V U
C H A Z O N
AVROHOM

ERETZ YISROEL MISSION

JOIN US FOR AN UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE!

HIGHLIGHTS OF ITINERARY:
• School Dedication Ceremonies

• Grand Tour of Shuvu Schools

• Gala Dinner Celebration with 
50 Shuvu Bar Mitzva Boys 
Tefillin sponsored by “Roots”
PRESENTATION OF TEFILLIN
Guest Speaker: MK Yuli Edelstein, Speaker of the Knesset

• Priceless Visits with Gedolei Yisroel
Horav Hagaon R’ Aharon Leib Shteinman t’’yhka
Horav Hagaon R’ Chaim  Kanievsky t’’yhka
Horav Hagaon R’ Yitzchok Scheiner t’’yhka
Horav Hagaon R’ Nissim Karelitz t’’yhka
Horav Hagaon R’ Dovid Abuchatzeira t’’yhka

SPECIAL DISCOUNT PRICE FOR ENTIRE TRIP
includes airfare, hotel, meals and transportation

Limited space remaining, call today to join
this once in a lifetime experience!

motzoei shabbos, October 19th

- Wednesday October 23rd

RABBI EZRA RODKIN
ROSH YESHIVA P'ER HATORAH

MARA D'ASRA ZEIREI AGUDAS YISROEL

WILL BE JOINING THE MISSION

TO REGISTER
CALL 718-692-3434 | EMAIL info@ShuvuUSA.org
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BUDGET CUTS HAVE
FORCED US TO LAY OFF

216 TEACHERS 
IMPACTING THOUSANDS 
OF STUDENTS…  YOU 
CAN BRING THEM BACK!

� ENCLOSED PLEASE FIND MY GENEROUS CONTRIBUTION OF $_________

� PLEASE DEBIT MY CREDIT CARD $_________

� PLEASE DEBIT MY CREDIT CARD $_________  MONTHLY FOR A TOTAL OF $_________
� MASTERCARD � VISA � AMEX

ACCOUNT #: ________________________________________________________ CRV __________

SIGNATURE: ________________________________________________________ EXP. __________

NAME (AS IT APPEARS ON CARD)______________________________________________________________________

NAME____________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP___________________________________________________________________________

PHONE___________________________________________________________________________________

EMAIL ___________________________________________________________________________________

FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO SHUVU CHAZON AVROHOM: 

Call 718-692-3434 • Fax 718-977-5634 • E-mail info@shuvuusa.org • Mail 5218 16th Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204

www.shuvuusa.org/donation

� SALARY FOR A YEAR $15,000

� SALARY FOR A MONTH $1,250

� SALARY FOR 2 WEEKS $600

� SALARY FOR 1 WEEK $300

� SALARY FOR 1 DAY $50

� OTHER: $_____

HELP
SAVE THE
TEACHERS
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Kever
Rochel

555555555 888888888 777777777 222222222 888888888 444444444 222222222

where prayers are accepted

Names and requests may be submitted via our 24 hour hotline:

1-888-KUPATHAIR
Donations can be sent to: Kupat Hair 4415 14th Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11219 

Throughout 
the Year

Every Day, Consecutively 
Beginning the 11th of 

Cheshvan 5774 until the 
1th of Cheshvan 5775

For 40 
Consecutive Days 

Starting on the day 
of the yahrtzeit

11 Cheshvan 5774

On the day of the 
Yahrtzeit

the 11th of Cheshvan 

By a minyan of 
outstanding Talmidei 

Chachamim

9 9

The messengers of Kupat Ha’ir will mention each name individually, along with its 
accompanying request, every day. They will pray fervently for Hashem’s salvation.

5 8 7 2 8 4 2

Donate Online at: www.kupat.org
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the resemBlance factor

For we are men who are brothers (13:8)
Avraham and his nephew Lot emerged 

from Egypt as wealthy men, loaded down 
with the gift s that were piled on them by 
Pharaoh to atone for having stolen Sarah 
Imeinu. Before long, an argument breaks 
out between the shepherds tending to their 
respective fl ocks.

Finally, Avraham suggests to his neph-
ew, “Please, let there be no strife between 
me and you and between my herdsmen 
and your herdsmen, for we are men who 
are brothers.”

Rashi off ers two interpretations for “we 
are men who are brothers.” Simply under-
stood, the term “brothers” is used to de-
note that Avraham and Lot were relatives. 
But Rashi also cites the Midrash Aggadah’s 
teaching that Avraham said they were 
“brothers” because they bore a striking re-
semblance to each other; they could have 
passed as twins.

According to the simple understanding 
of the term brothers, the reason they had 
to separate is obvious: better to part ways 
than to cause a rift  in the family. But why 
would their resemblance to each other ne-
cessitate that Avrohom and Lot separate?

Th e Shemen Tov answers this question 
based on Rashi’s explanation that the shep-
herds were fi ghting because Lot’s shep-
herds would allow their sheep to graze on 
private property of others, and Avraham’s 
shepherds admonished Lot’s shepherds for 
stealing.

Avraham sensed a potential prob-
lem. Occasionally, Avraham or Lot would 
have to visit his fl ocks out in the fi eld, and 
there was no way of telling the two men 
apart. Avraham didn’t want to be mistak-
enly identifi ed as the one responsible for 
the shepherds who allowed their sheep to 
graze on other people’s fi elds. It was there-
fore imperative that he part ways with his 
nephew. “I have to avoid even the small-
est suspicion of thievery on my part,” 
Avraham explained, “because I represent 
Hashem, and being accused of wrongdo-
ing would be a chillul Hashem, desecration 
of Hashem’s Name.”

Th e very same thought pattern led to 
what might seem to be a foolhardy action 
on Avraham’s part later in the parashah, in 
another incident involving Lot.

Th e Torah tells the story of the fi rst 
major war in the history of mankind, in 
which — perhaps as a precursor of what 
would happen to his descendants so many 
times in the future — the fi rst Jew unwit-
tingly becomes a key player. Aft er the four 
kings were victorious over the fi ve kings, a 
refugee from the war (according to Chazal 
it was Og, the future king of Bashan) came 
to Avraham and told him that his nephew 
Lot had been captured. Avraham gathered 
a tiny cohort of 318 men (Chazal say that it 
was actually only his servant Eliezer, whose 
name carries the numerical value of 318), 
and went to wage war with the four kings.

Rashi tells us that Og was not such a 
good Samaritan (the original “good Sa-
maritans,” incidentally, were far from 
good; they were evil people who fought the 

chachamim in the times of the Romans). 
Og wasn’t really concerned for Lot’s wel-
fare. Rather, he had his eyes on Sarah, and 
he fi gured that Avraham couldn’t possibly 
survive a war with the four kings.

Og was hoping Avraham would be 
killed, and then he could marry Sarah.

Og’s calculation was a solid one. Th ere 
was almost no chance for Avraham to sur-
vive that war. Why, then, did he go into 
battle?

Lot’s resemblance to Avraham was a 
key factor in his uncle’s decision to go to 
battle to save Lot at great risk to his own 
life. Avraham was concerned that the four 
kings would parade Lot around, claiming 
that they had captured Avraham himself: 
the one who had been declaring that there 
was one G-d Who controlled the entire 
universe.

Th e battle was not merely to recapture 
Lot, but a theological war. Avraham risked 
his life because if it would seem that he, the 
only spokesperson for monotheistic belief 
in the world, had been captured, it would 
have been a great chillul Hashem.

One of the most important lessons of 
Sefer Bereishis is that maaseh avos siman 
lebanim: the actions and life experiences of 
our Patriarchs serve as a blueprint for the 
edifi ce that is Jewish history. Even today, 
for instance, there are Jews who sacrifi ce 
so much to live in Eretz Yisrael, following 
in the courageous footsteps of Avraham al-
luded to in the title of this week’s parashah, 
Lech Lecha.

And the fact that over the generations, 
hundreds of thousands of Jews, even very 
simple Jews, stood up to vastly superior 
forces for the sanctifi cation of G-d’s Name, 
all stems from the heroic courage demon-
strated by Avraham when he went to battle 
to prevent a chillul Hashem.

Th at lesson from Avraham was the ba-
sis for an incredible contemporary version 
of this story.

Rav Shimon Schwab, who led the yek-
kishe community in Washington Heights 
for decades, held his fi rst rabbinical posi-
tion in Bavaria, Germany in 1933, when he 
was just 25 years old. 

On Parashas Ki Sisa of that year, his 
sermon to his congregation focused on 
the sin of the that the Jews never really in-
tended to worship the calf; it was merely 
supposed to serve as an intermediary be-
tween the Jewish people and Hashem. Th e 
German word for intermediary is mitler. 
“Jews don’t need a mitler,” Rav Schwab 
concluded, because they can petition 
Hashem directly.

Unfortunately for the rav, there was 
an informer in the congregation, and he 
ran to the Gestapo to tell them that Rav 
Schwab had said: “Jews don’t need a Hit-
ler.” Th is incident occurred shortly aft er 
Adolph Hitler ym”sh was proclaimed chan-
cellor of Germany, and the Gestapo called 
Rav Schwab down to explain himself. 
He brought along Rav Samson Raphael 
Hirsch’s commentary that he had quoted, 
and showed the Gestapo that the informer 
had misquoted him.

Th e Gestapo told him that he was not 
getting off  the hook so easily. He was al-
ready on a blacklist, and he would have 
to be investigated. Th ey instructed him to 
call back the following week to fi nd out the 
outcome of the investigation.

For a long period, Rav Schwab called 
back week aft er week, only to be told, 
“Call back next week.” Finally, a couple of 
months later, the person who answered 
the phone growled, “You Jew! Why do you 
keep calling me, don’t you know the matter 
is taken care of already?”

Rav Schwab understood that the per-
son was trying to tell him that he was no 
longer in trouble, but he couldn’t say it po-
litely because others were listening, so he 
gave him the message in this rude fashion.

Rav Schwab later related that during 
those two months when he was left  in 
limbo, uncertain if he would be arrested 
or not by the Gestapo, he went to sleep at 
night wearing his clothes. Not once did he 
put on pajamas. Why?

Rav Schwab explained that during that 
frightening era that was a harbinger of 
what was to come, another rav had been 
accused of subversive activities by the Ge-
stapo, and was executed in the middle of 
the night and hanged in his pajamas in 
a public place. Rav Schwab said he was 
afraid that he too would be arrested in the 
middle of the night and be hanged in his 
pajamas, and he thought that it would be 
a chillul Hashem for a rav to hang publicly 
in his pajamas.

Th e self-discipline Rav Schwab exer-
cised in focusing not on the fear that he 
might not live another day, but on the 
fear that his execution might cause a chil-
lul Hashem, can only be due to the legacy 
passed down to the Jewish people from 
Avraham Avinu, who cast aside consider-
ations of his own personal safety to pre-
vent a chillul Hashem.

the real avraham
And the refugee came, and he told 

Avram, the Ivri (14:13)
From Chazal, one might conjure up a 

mental profi le of Avraham Avinu as a lon-
er, an iconoclast who doesn’t mind being at 
odds with every other person in the world. 
Indeed, we know that Avraham earned 
the title “HaIvri” by standing alone against 
the entire world: “I know that there is One 
G-d, and I don’t care if the entire world 
thinks that I am crazy for it.”

But Chazal paint a second profi le that 
seems diametrically opposed to the fi rst 
one, in which Avraham is a dynamic kiruv 
professional, a person who leads the mass-
es toward Hashem. He eventually revolu-
tionizes the theology of mankind, becom-
ing the single force behind monotheism, 
which eventually becomes the prevailing 
theology of the Western World. 

But even in his early days, before he 
ever reached Eretz Yisrael, he had already 
amassed a following in Charan. So which 
was the real Avraham? Th e loner, or the 
dynamic, outreach person?

Actually, answers Rav Schach, Avraham 
was both, and we can derive an important 
lesson on how to do kiruv from him.

Nowadays, in their zeal to draw others 
closer to Torah, some people will compro-
mise on their own ideals, “meeting them 
halfway.” Essentially, they are descending 
somewhat to the level of those they want 
to be mekarev in order to infl uence them. 
Sometimes, they argue, the ends do justify 
the means.

It is frightening how far this ideology 
can take a person. A rav in Eretz Yisrael 
who specializes in kiruv training once re-
lated that he was called by a woman who 
was living with her family on a college 
campus and was very successful in kiruv. 
Th ere was this one young man, she said, 
who was the product of a very diffi  cult up-
bringing, and he needed a lot of warmth. If 
he would get it, she asserted, he would re-
turn to Yiddishkeit. “What he really needs,” 
she concluded, “is a good hug.”

Even she realized how preposterous 
her suggestion was, and she couldn’t quite 
bring herself to ask the question that was 
on her mind.

“It’s a great idea,” the rav answered. “I 
agree that he probably could use a great 
big hug from time to time. Have your hus-
band give it.”

Avraham Avinu taught us that com-
promising is the wrong way to do kiruv. 
Avraham was an Ivri; he was proud of who 
he was, and he stuck to his principles, real-
izing that only emes (truth) can infl uence 
people.

A Midrash seems to suggest that Avra-
ham’s approach wasn’t merely his way of 
doing things; it was based on a mitzvah in 
the Torah.

Th e Yalkut (Parashas Yisro) relates that 
the Patriarchs kept all of the Torah before 
it was given, and proceeds to provide spe-
cifi c examples of mitzvos they kept. One of 
those examples is that Avraham kept the 
precept of, “Lo saaneh berei’acha eid shaker 
— you shall not testify falsely for your fel-
low man,” by testifying to the entire world 
that Hashem is the Creator and Master of 
the universe.

On the surface, this Yalkut is hard to 
understand. Avraham issued positive tes-
timony that G-d was the Creator. How is 
that a fulfi llment of the precept not to tes-
tify falsely?

Rav Yaakov Weinberg deduced from 
this Yalkut that when people are preaching 
falsehoods and someone hears and does 
not object, he is essentially corroborating 
those falsehoods.

Since the entire world was preaching 
that there was more than one god, Avra-
ham had no choice but to object, for had 
he kept quiet, he would have been guilty of 
testifying falsely.

But by objecting to those falsehoods, he 
wasn’t setting himself up for failure in the 
kiruv arena. On the contrary, he was erect-
ing a lighthouse of truth, to which many 
people of his generation would ultimately 
be drawn.

Rabbi frand on the Parsha
rabbi yiSSocher frand, with permission from artscroll/mesorah Parashas Lech Lecha
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Flatbush Committee of  

Mosdos Satmar
With great honor we invite you to join us in welcoming 

The Satmar Rebbe 
Shlit"a

Grand Rabbi Zalmen Leib Teitelbaum

For the Rebbe’s historic visit to our community 
on behalf of the renowned Satmar Mosdos

Sunday, October 13, 2013 
א' פרשת וירא תשע"ד הבעל"ט

At the home of

Mr. & Mrs. Shmilu Weisz 
1245 E 27th Street • Brooklyn, New York

Kabulas ponim / Reception 4:00 pm / Mincha 4:45 pm 

Divrei Brocha from the Rebbe Shlita 6:00 pm 

Private audiences with the Rebbe Shlita will follow 
Please join us for this special opportunity

w Flatbush Reception Committee w

Moshe Benenfeld, Abish Brodt, Betzalel Edelstein 
Yanky Edelstein,Yanky Elbogen, Dovid Feiger, Tzvi Fetman 

Shmelke Guttman, Avrom Shmiel Hartman, Yisroel Hartman 
Shimie Lax, Robert Lederman, Shlomy Perlmutter 

Yitzchok Saftlas, Noson Schechter, Leiby Schwimmer

בעזהשי"ת

This Sunday
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For more information call:  201-837-0354 or 410-358-2573 or e-mail KEYtfilla@gmail.com

Please make a difference by sponsoring this event:
$18, $36, $50, $100, $360, $500, $1000
All proceeds will go to Aniyei Eretz Yisrael
(the impoverished and needy of Eretz Yisrael)
Please makes checks payable to Torah Umesorah Aniyim Fund
Distribution of funds under the guidance of HaRav Shmuel Kamenetsky, Shlita
This program was coordinated with the encouragement of 
HaRav Shmuel Kamenetsky, Shlita

L’ilui nishmas Ruchama ע”ה bas HaRav Naftali HaLevy Jaeger, Shlita

TAKING PLACE LOCALLY ON

DATE:  Monday, October 14
TIME:   8:30 PM (video : 1 hour)

PLACE:  Agudah Israel of Madison Zichron Chaim Tzvi  
  2122 Ave. S. (Simcha Hall)
CONTACT INFO:  718-253-5497

 SUGGESTED DONATION: $12 ladies, $10 students
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Call Sara  347 962 9693 
for convenient Sheitel pickup or drop off info.

Please send in your name, phone # (email) 
attached to your sheitel. תזכו למצות

Send in thoSe SheitelS 
you never wear, 

put them to good uSe!

The SheiTel G’mach:   modiin illit, israel     (P ) 732.276.9425     (e) info@sheitelgemach.org

Exciting OppOrtunity @  
SheiTel  G’mach  
The גמ"ח פאות בארץ ישראל

Your Sheitel is Worth

m i l l i o n S ! 
When a struggling Eishes Chayil in 

Eretz Yisroel wears your redone sheitel...     
She feels like a million dollars!

                       

Exciting OppOrtunity @  

donate a Sheitel today  
and enter the raffle to

Your Sheitel is WorthYour Sheitel is Worth

Win 

a brand neW ShevY

SheiTel!
(value 2,000)

Drawing will take place on Chanukah
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G
cegh ovrct iurfz kve
——————————————————————————————————
k ’ ’ m z  o t p  c e g h  o v r c t  c r v  i u t d v  o a  k g
——————————————————————————————————
tr,ts trn ,t’’yhka yruptptr sus rzghkt crv

khal zichron 
avrohom yaakov

3203 Bedford Avenue (J-K)

under the leadership of 

harav eliezer dovid rapaport
Announces the opening of their 

NEW Night Kollel 
and invites the entire community 

to join the Kol Torah each evening
k

seder halimud
8:30 PM - 9:30 PM

maariv: 9:30 PM

k

!cuy hf utru ungy
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cx”s

FlAtbush JewIsh JourNAl

SPECIAL TRIBUTE SECTION TO MARAN HAGAON HORAV OVADIAH YOSEF ZT"L 

k"mz ;xuh vhscug 'R D"VRV irn jrznv ,sg kf ka hatrv dhvbn ,rhyp
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Rav Ovadia Yosef, former chief Sephar-
di rabbi of Israel and the spiritual leader 
of the Orthodox Shas party, died Monday 
at the Hadassah Ein Kerem Hospital in 
Jerusalem of complications from multiple 
organ failure. He was 93 years old.

Rav Yosef suff ered a mild stroke in Jan-
uary, and his health had been steadily de-
teriorating since. He was hospitalized just 
over two weeks ago with a host of medical 
problems, including kidney and heart fail-
ure and sepsis.

More than 800,000 people fi lled the 
streets of Jerusalem for Rav Yosef ’s funeral. 
He was renowned in the Jewish world as 
one of its foremost Talmudic scholars and 
halachic authorities. He penned dozens of 
books and was awarded the 1955 Rabbi 
Kook Prize for Religious Literature, as well 
as the 1970 Israel Prize for Religious Lit-
erature.

“A great man is gone. Rav Ovadia Yo-
sef, blessed be his memory, whose pass-
ing is mourned by the people of Israel as 
a whole, was the minister of Torah of our 
time. Rav Ovadia was a giant of our gen-
eration, a scholar of immense knowledge 
in the halacha, an authoritarian and daring 
decisor and the spiritual leader of tens of 
thousands of people,” Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu said.

“He was a great man,” said Israeli Presi-
dent Shimon Peres. “Greatness is not mea-
sured, it is felt, like the wind that sweeps 
across the farthest of corners, bringing 
light to unexpected places. Even when he 

did not spare the rod, he always loved his 
children. He was the defender of all men 
and the prosecutor of all wrongs. He was 
never idle, always studying the Torah and 
seeking ways to adapt it to new realities.”

Born Sept. 23, 1920, in Baghdad, Iraq, 
his family immigrated to Jerusalem in 
1924, and as a teenager he studied at the 
Porat Yosef Yeshiva. He was ordained as a
rabbi in 1940, at the age of 20. Yosef and his 
wife, Margalit, were married in 1944. She 
passed away in 1994, at the age of 67.

In 1947, Rabbi Aharon Choueka, the 
founder of Yeshivat Ahavah Veachvah in 
Cairo, invited Yosef to teach in his yeshiva. 
While in Egypt, and at the request of Rab-
bi Ben-Zion Meir Hai Uziel, he served as 
head of the Cairo rabbinical court and also 
as the deputy chief rabbi of Egypt.

Rav Yosef returned to Israel in 1949 and 
served on the Petach Tikvah Rabbinical 

Court. In 1952 he published his fi rst book, 
“Chazon Ovadia” (“Ovadia’s Vision”), on 
the laws of Passover, which was critically 
acclaimed in religious and academic cir-
cles alike. In 1954 and 1956 he published 
the fi rst two volumes of “Yabia Omer,” a 
question-and-answer-style series of books, 
which would eventually grow to include 10 
volumes. Th e series is considered his most 
prominent literary work.

Between 1958 and 1965, Yosef served 
as a religious judge on the Jerusalem Rab-
binical Court. He was then appointed

to the Supreme Rabbinical Court of 
Appeals in Jerusalem, eventually becom-
ing the chief Sephardi rabbi of Tel Aviv 
in 1968, a position that he held until his 
election as chief Sephardi rabbi of Israel in 
1973.

In April 2005, Israeli security services 
uncovered a plot by the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine terror group to 
assassinate Rav Yosef. 
Three men were ar-
rested over the plot and 
one, Musa Darwish, 
was convicted of the at-
tempted murder of the 
rabbi. He was sentenced 
to 12 years in prison 
and three years’ proba-
tion.

Rav Yosef served as 
the spiritual leader of 
the Shas party since its 
inception in 1982. In 
1984, when Shas was 

elected to the Knesset for the fi rst time, 
Rav Yosef formed the Council of Torah 
Sages, the body that holds that top rab-
binic authority in Shas. Under his leader-
ship, Shas became a pivotal player in Israeli 
politics, and has cast the deciding vote in 
numerous political battles.

Rav Yosef was responsible for several 
breakthrough halachic rulings, including 
allowing more than 1,000 women—the 
wives of Israeli soldiers who were killed in 
Israel’s wars and declared military fatalities 
whose resting places were unknown—to 
remarry, in a decree known as “the release 
of agunot”; declaring a collective recogni-
tion of the Jewishness of Ethiopian Jews, 
and in more recent years, ordering the Shas 
party to vote in favor of a law recognizing 
brain death as death for legal purposes.

Rabbi Ovadia Yosef is survived by 10 
children.

Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, Sephardi Chief Rabbi and Shas Spiritual Leader, Dies at 93 

Prime Minister Netanyahu paying condolences to the Yosef Family
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Rabbi Chaim LeVy 
R    A.

Born in 1920 in Baghdad, Iraq to Rabbi 
Yaakov and G’orgia Ovadia, Hacham Ova-
dia Yosef emigrated with his family to Jeru-
salem at age four. As a teenager he attend-
ed Porat Yosef Yeshiva. He was ordained 
by his 21st birthday and married Margalit 
Fattal when he was 24. (She passed in 1994 
aft er raising 11 children together.)

In 1947 Hacham Ovadia was asked to 
come to Cairo, Egypt to serve as a teacher 
and on the Beit Din (religious court). In 
1949, he moved back to what had by then 
become the current State of Israel and con-
tinued his studies while serving in the Beit 
Din of Petah Tikva. He also published the 
fi rst of his set of books Chazon Ovadia and
Yabia Omer during this time.

Between 1958 and 1965 he served on 
the Jerusalem Beit Din, until he moved 
to the Supreme Religious Court where he 
served until 1968, when he was chosen as 
the Chief Sephardic Rabbi of Tel Aviv. Th is 
continued until 1973, when Hacham Ova-
dia was selected as the Chief Sephardic 
Rabbi of Israel.

In 1984, Hacham Ovadia started the 
Shas political party, currently the fourth 
largest party in the Knesset.

Destined for Greatness
In the Porat Yosef Yeshiva, a young stu-

dent suddenly went missing. Th e staff  was 
clueless as to this student’s whereabouts. 
Aft er several days, the famed Rosh Yeshi-
va, Hacham Ezra Attiya (1885-1970) one 
of the greatest Torah scholars in the 20th 
century in the Sephardic world (his stu-
dents included Hacham Ben Tzion Abba 
Shaul, Rav Kaduri, and more) became very 
concerned and decided to pay a visit to the 
student’s home.

When Hacham Attiya spoke to the 
father, the father explained that the fam-
ily business was a small grocery store and 
he needed the help of his son as a delivery 
boy. Th e Hacham attempted to convince 
the father of the importance of Torah 
study, and tried to fi nd a solution to the 
manpower issue, but it was to no avail. Th e 
father would not budge.

The next morning when the father 
went to the store, he was shocked to fi nd 
Hacham Attiya, the Rosh Yeshiva himself, 
standing outside the store in work clothes. 
When questioned by the father he replied, 
“Your son’s learning is unquestionably 
more important than mine and you are 
murdering the Gadol (great rabbi) of the 
next generation. So I will be your delivery 
boy in his place. Just send your son back 
to yeshiva!”

Th e father understood the seriousness 
of the Rabbi and sent his son back to the 
study halls. Th is boy turned out to be Ha-
cham Ovadia Yosef z”l.

Torah Prodigy
Hacham Ovadia is perhaps most 

known for his scope of knowledge, as can 
be seen by his responsa in Jewish Law. 

In a typical responsa, he 
may quote over 50 sources 
on a given topic. I merited 
to frequent his home and 
pray with him. Th ere were 
no walls or wallpaper, but 
only thousands of sefarim
(Torah books) organized 
in a specifi c order. Every so 
oft en I would pick up one 
and look inside, only to fi nd 
that on any given book you 
could not go three pages or 
so without his handwritten 
commentary on the topic.

Once a guest walked in 
and asked,“Rabbi I heard 
that you have a photograph-
ic memory. Is that true? Do 
you know all of these books 
by heart?”

Th ose around in the room challenged 
him to try to stump the Rabbi. “Pick any-
one of the thousands of books, start a line, 
and Hacham Ovadia will fi nish it,” they 
said.

As the man reached towards the set of 
Shas (Talmud), everyone around started to 
smile. “You might want to try something 
not so easy,” they said.

His son, Hacham Daveed Yosef shlit”a, 
once told me in the name of his father, “He 
wishes that everyone would know that his 
mastery of Torah is not only due to being 
a prodigy but also to his tireless eff ort and 
toiling in Torah. One morning his kids 
noticed a very peculiar action; Hacham 
Ovadia woke up in a blaze, ran towards 
the sink to wash his hands, recited Birkat 
HaTorah (blessings recited before learning 
Torah) and rushed to look at a responsa 
of the Rivash. Th e children were very curi-
ous for an explanation. “We know that you 
have a love of Torah,” they said, “but what 
is the urgency?”

He replied that the night before he 
was toiling to understand two seemingly 
contradictory statements by the Rivash 
that seemed unresolvable. Aft er thinking 
about the issue for a while, he resolved 
the contradiction. “In my sleep,” continued 
Hacham Ovadia, “the Rivash appeared to 
me in a dream and stated, ‘You have in-
deed understood my intentions, there is 
no contradiction in my two statements. It 
is all clarifi ed in another source that I have 
written.’ Upon waking up I went to check 
the source he mentioned and indeed it was 
there.”

Unquenchable Th irst
Hacham Ovadia Yosef had a thirst for 

Torah that is an example to all of us. Early 
one morning, his son woke up to fi nd-
ing his father lying on the fl oor studying. 
Alarmed he asked his father, “Why is the 
Rav on the fl oor?”

Hacham Ovadia replied, “I woke up 
early to learn, climbed on a ladder to get 
a book and fell on the ground. I tried call-
ing for help, but it was too painful and no 

one heeded my call, so instead of lying on 
the fl oor and simply writhing in pain and 
wasting time, I grabbed the sefer I could 
reach and decided to learn.” It was later 
discovered that he had broken a bone in 
his back that required surgery.

His Heart was with the People
Around ten years ago, Hacham Ovadia 

suff ered his fi rst heart attack and he was 
rushed to the hospital. Th e doctors de-
cided that they needed to perform surgery 
immediately. Hacham Ovadia pleaded to 
postpone the surgery for three hours and 
be taken home. Rabbi Aryeh Deri was 
caught off -guard by the request and tried 
to convince the Rabbi not to wait. Aft er 
the postponed surgery, Hacham Ovadia 
revealed his reasoning: While at home he 
had been in the middle of writing a re-
sponsa for an aguna (a woman where it is 
not clear if she is still considered married 
according to Jewish Law) and due to the 
heart attack, he could not fi nish it. “I might 
not come out alive from this surgery and 
then what will be of this poor woman? She 
will be stuck for the rest of her life, unable 
to remarry. I had to fi nish the responsa be-
fore the surgery.”

Yet the uniqueness of Hacham Ovadia 
goes beyond his brilliance and compas-
sion. Th ere was something else that he pos-
sessed that made him truly irreplaceable; 
he was the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Worldwide Torah Community. No matter 
what facet of Jewish Life was concerned, he 
was the one everyone went to.

Hacham Ovadia had the unique ability 
of not only to being able to speak on the 
level of the wisest of the generation, but he 
could also reach out to the common folk. 
He made time for everyone, and everyone 
relied upon him for Torah wisdom. From 
Menachem Begin, that sought his counsel 
before returning the Sinai Desert to Egypt, 
to the Prime Ministers and Presidents of 
current day that sought his counsel before 
making major decisions, it was common 
sight to see the street being blocked off  be-

cause a high ranking offi  cial has come to 
seek advice and blessing from the Rabbi.

As a resident of Har Nof, I merited to 
live on the same block as the Torah Sage, 
and was accustomed to this, as well as see-
ing many non-religious Israelis blocking 
the street because they had come to have 
Hacham Ovadia be the sandak of their 
son’s brit mila.

It is not a wonder that an estimated 
850,000 to 1 million people attended his 
funeral, with another 200,000 stuck out-
side the city of Jerusalem that had been 
shutdown to all traffi  c (the largest funer-
al in Israel’s history). From Jews with no 
background that attended his thousands 
of classes, to Judges of the Jewish Supreme 
Court that brought before him cases that 
they could not resolve, nearly 15% of the 
population of the State of Israel came to 
pay their respects.

Th e greatness of Hacham Ovadia was 
not only his Torah knowledge and pristine 
character, but also that he was able to show 
the world from whichever place they were 
standing that the Torah has the answers to 
everything. Th is fact was clearly refl ected 
in his funeral – by the sheer numbers of 
attendees and the incredible diversity of 
those that were in attendance. Every type 
of Jew from every walk of life was standing 
in solidarity with one another, mourning 
over the loss of such a great man.

At a shiva of a great Torah Sage in Jeru-
salem I once heard Hacham Ovadia Yosef 
state the following: “We say ‘ HaMakom 
Yinchemchem btoch Shaar Avley Tsion v’ 
Yerushalayim’ ” – May the Place (the Al-
mighty) comfort you among those who 
mourn for Zion and Jerusalem. HaMakom
” is most commonly understood to be re-
ferring to the Almighty who is ‘the Place’ 
of the universe. But Hacham Ovadia ex-
plained that it can also mean “the place” 
of the person in the Next World should 
comfort you, meaning his eternal place 
that he has attained through his Torah and 
mitzvot.

May the place that the Hacham Ovadia 
brought World Jewry to and specifi cally 
the Sephardic world of today, a level that 
could not even be fathomed years ago, be 
of some comfort to us in order to continue 
his legacy.

Although oft en traveling to reach out to Jew-
ish communities worldwide, Rabbi Chaim Levy 
resides is in Har Nof, Jerusalem with his wife and 
children. He is a lecturer in many schools through-
out Jerusalem, Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivat Balei 
Daat (a yeshiva catering to English-speaking Sep-
hardic young professionals located inside Hacham 
Ovadia's main Torah Institution in Har Nof), Di-
rector and Founder of GoSephardic Fellowships 
(reconnecting Jews worldwide to their heritage 
through events, classes, Shabbatons, and trips to 
Israel), and author of Anshei Hayil, a practical 
halachic guide in English for Sephardim. He is 
currently working on the second volume.

Rabbi Ovadia Yosef: Torah’s Commander-in-Chief
The Jewish world mourns the loss of one of the greatest Torah leaders of the generation.
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Rav Ovadya Yosef speaking at Yeshivat Mikdash Melech in Flatbush, the fi rst Sephardic 
yeshiva gedolah in America, in 1991.  Seated at his right are Rav Chaim Benoliel, Rosh HaYeshiva 
of Mikdash Melech and Rabbi Shlomo Churba of Cong. Shaare Rahamim.  At his left  is Rabbi 
David Cohen of Bet Shaul Umiriam, Mr. Abe Shalam and Mr. Sasson Shalam a"h.  Photo courtesy 
of Moshe Benoliel

Rav Ovadya Yosef visiting Flatbush many years ago.  At left  is Rav Zevulun Lieberman zt"l, 
rav of Cong. Beth Torah. Photo courtesy of Moshe Benoliel

Rav Ovadya Yosef speaking at Yeshivat Mikdash Melech in the late 1970s, when 
it was temporarily housed in the Gerer Shtiebel on Ocean Parkway. Seated at the 
head table are, L-R: Rav Chaim Benoliel, Rosh HaYeshiva of Mikdash Melech; Rav 
Kabalkin and Rav Peretz Yogel zt"l.  Photo courtesy of Moshe Benoliel

Rav Ovadya Yosef had a tremendous love for Jewish children. Deal, New Jersey, 
early 1990s.  Photo courtesy of Rabbi Avraham Benoliel

Rav Ovadya Yosef at Congregation Bnai Yosef in Flatbush in 1996.  Photo by Moshe Benoliel

Maran Harav Ovadia Yosef zt"l (circa 1976) at an event in Flatbush in support of 
the recently-established Mikdash Melech, the very fi rst Yeshiva Gedola for Sephardim 
in America. L-R: Rav Baruch Ben-Haim, Rav Yaakov S. Kassin and Rav Ovadya 
Yosef, zichronam livracha, and ybl"c Harav Chaim Benoliel & Rav David Lopian 
shlita, Rashei Yeshivat Mikdash Melech. Photo courtesy of Moshe Benoliel
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Yehuda Azoulay

When i woke up yesterday morning 
hearing the tragic news that our teacher 
hacham ovadia yosef a”h has passed 
and left  all of israel as orphans i could 
not think straight and comprehend what 
was occurring in the world that day. 
Th erefore, i dedicate to the Jewish peo-
ple the following essay and biographi-
cal portrayal of a righteous and accom-
plished leader that we no longer have 
amongst the nation of israel. 

Encyclopedic Torah knowledge, fear-
less conviction, compassion and concern 
for each and every Jew, tireless energy, clar-
ity of thought and expression – it is this 
combination of outstanding qualities that 
made Hacham Ovadia Yosef a”h the most 
infl uential Rabbinic fi gure of our genera-
tion, and one of the most infl uential Rab-
binic fi gures in Jewish history.

Th e vastness of Rabbi Ovadia Yosef ’s 
Torah knowledge is unmatched even by 
the leading Rabbinic authorities of our 
time, having committed to memory virtu-
ally the entire corpus of Torah literature. 
And whereas many other Rabbinic fi gures 
earned their positions of stature and in-
fl uence partly through their ancestry and 
family background, Rabbi Yosef, who does 
not descend from Rabbinic stock, reached 
his position solely through his personal 
achievements and piety.

His infl uence extends well beyond the 
narrow framework of the scholarly elite. 
Rabbi Yosef is admired by Jews of all back-
grounds, observant and non-observant 
alike. He is a staunch and unflinching 
defender of Torah tradition, as he exhib-
ited during his tenure as Rabbi in Egypt, 
when he fought relentlessly against Jewish 
leaders who disregarded Halakha. But he 
also cared deeply for each and every Jew, 
as demonstrated during the aft ermath of 
the Yom Kippur War, when he spent many 
sleepless nights reviewing military fi les 
until not a single agunah remained. Rabbi 
Yosef was a remarkable blend of scholarly 
genius and basic human sensitivity, bold-
ness and humility, courage and compas-
sion.

Rabbi Ovadia Yosef founded the Shas 
political party under the “returning the 
crown to its ancient glory”, with the objec-
tive of restoring pride to Sephardic Jewry. 
Even before the establishment of the Jew-
ish State, Sepharadim in Israel were re-
garded and treated as lower-class citizens, 
and with time they began to view them-
selves in this light. Rabbi Yosef worked 
relentlessly to reverse this trend and to 
inject the Sephardic population with pride 
and confi dence. He ushered in a new era 
of a return to Sephardic roots, and a re-
newed commitment to the magnifi cent, 
millennia-old spiritual heritage and legacy 
of Sephardic Jewry. Under his leadership, 
the Shas party also worked to preserve the 
Jewish character of the State, to ensure that 
authentic Torah Judaism would grow and 
fl ourish in the Holy Land, rather than de-
cline, Heaven forbid.

But perhaps the most 
signifi cant quality that made 
Rabbi Ovadia Yosef such an 
esteemed and beloved lead-
er is his remarkable ability 
to relate and connect to the 
masses. Already during his 
years in yeshiva, he stood 
out not only as an exem-
plary student, but also as a 
gift ed educator. Just as he 
was unparalleled in his cali-
ber of scholarship, he was 
similarly unparalleled in his 
ability to inspire ordinary 
laymen. For many years, 
he delivered weekly lectures on Saturday 
night combining Torah wisdom, stories 
and humor, appealing to Jews of all diff er-
ent levels. Th ese sermons are recorded and 
broadcast around the world, in Montreal, 
New York, Los Angeles, London, France, 
Djerba, and even Tehran, Iran.

Rabbi Yosef ’s vision was a Torah soci-
ety led by Sephardic halachic authorities, 
and based upon the rulings of Rabbi Yosef 
Karo’s Shulhan Arukh. Unlike many Ash-
kenazic authorities, Rabbi Yosef refused to 
consider meta-halachic factors in deter-
mining proper halachic protocol, advocat-
ing instead strict adherence to the rulings 
of the Shulhan Arukh. Th rough his thou-
sands of students and dozens of published 
works, he succeeded in promoting this vi-
sion and establishing the authority of the 
Shulhan Arukh as the arbiter of Torah law. 
Rabbi Ovadia was widely regarded as the 
most important Sephardic figure since 
Rabbi Yosef Karo, and it can be truthfully 
stated that “from Yosef [Karo] to [Ovadia] 
Yosef there has arisen none like Yosef.”

Generally, biographies of outstanding 
rabbinic fi gures are written only well aft er 
they pass on. In Rabbi Ovadia Yosef ’s case, 
however, over a dozen (Hebrew) publica-
tions, pamphlets, theses, articles, and other 
written material have already been pro-
duced to assess the life and contribution of 
this exceptional fi gure. Th is fl urry of pub-
lishing activity testifi es to the public’s in-
terest and demand for information about 
the great sage, and also to the uniquely 
complex and multidimensional nature of 
his character. To be sure, not one book can 
possibly encapsulate Rabbi Ovadia Yosef ’s 
life or his impact upon the Jewish people. 

Biographical portrayal of hacham 
ovadia yosef a”h

Hacham Ovadia Yosef was recognized 
as one of the greatest Halakhic authorities 
in the world today, and the leading Hal-
akhic scholar for Sephardic Jews around 
the globe. Born on 12 Tishre, 5680 /Sep-
tember 23,1920 in Baghdad, Iraq, Rabbi 
Yosef moved to Yerushalayim with his 
family in 1924, when he was four years 
old. His father, Hacham Yaakob, and his 
mother Georgia (Yaff a), were known for 
their dedication to Torah and to their eight 
children, of whom Rabbi Ovadia Yosef is 
the oldest.

As a young boy, Rabbi Yosef was edu-
cated at the Benei Sion School in Jeru-

salem’s Bucharian neighborhood, and 
was recognized as a child prodigy. At the 
young age of 10, he transferred to Yeshivat 
Porat Yosef, where he earned a reputation 
for unmatched diligence, quick compre-
hension, and a phenomenal memory. He 
studied under the tutelage of the famed 
Rosh Yeshiva of Porat Yosef, Hacham Ezra 
Attiah zt”l.

When he was 17 years old, he com-
posed a short pamphlet consisting of 
several pages of intricate halakhic discus-
sion, the kernel of what would ultimately 
become Rabbi Yosef ’s monumental ten-
volume work Yabia Omer. It was incon-
ceivable in the yeshiva world that such a 
young student could produce a scholarly 
work, and indeed some tried to discourage 
him from publishing the treatise, as Rab-
bi Yosef writes in his introduction: “I am 
17 years old, but I am meant to succeed, 
and I don’t care if you say I’m arrogant. I 
was told, ‘How dare you write at your age 
philosophical and legislative writings?’ But 
I hardened my face, as hard as stone, and I 
would not divert from my way.”

Rabbi Yosef received his Rabbinical or-
dination at the age of 19, and at the age of 
23, he was appointed as a dayan (religious 
judge). Around that time, in 1944, he met 
Margalit Phatal, the daughter of Hacham 
Avraham Phatal, a distinguished Hacham 
from Aleppo, Syria, and the two were mar-
ried aft er a brief courtship. Th roughout 
her life, Rabbanit Margalit Yosef a”h was 
known for her wholehearted devotion to 
her husband and for lending him the sup-
port he needed to become a Torah giant.

In 1947, the couple moved to Egypt, 
where Rabbi Yosef served as Deputy Chief 
Rabbi and head of the Rabbinical court, 
until eventually assuming the position of 
Chief Rabbi of Cairo. Aft er three years in 
Egypt, he returned with his wife and chil-
dren to Israel and was appointed judge in 
the Bet Din of Petah Tikva. By this time, 
Rabbi Yosef had already authored five 
scholarly Halachic works, and word of his 
unsurpassed mastery of Torah, and how 
he had committed to memory hundreds 
upon hundreds of volumes, quickly began 
to spread throughout the Torah world.

In 1960, he was appointed as a judge in 
Jerusalem’s Bet Din HaGadol, and in 1968, 
he was named Sephardic Chief Rabbi of 
Tel Aviv. It was then that he and his fam-
ily achieved a degree of fi nancial stabil-
ity for the fi rst time, aft er many years of 

poverty and hardship. Four years later, in 
1972, Rabbi Ovadia Yosef won the election 
for Sephardic Chief Rabbi of the State of 
Israel.

During and immediately aft er his term 
as Chief Rabbi, Rabbi Yosef emerged as the 
primary religious authority for Sephardic 
Jewry. He served as a powerful symbol 
of Sephardic heritage, and succeeded in 
reviving Sephardic identity and pride, in-
spiring Sephardic laymen and scholars 
alike to return to their origins and recon-
nect with their ancient traditions. Rabbi 
Yosef ’s eff ectiveness as a leader was due, in 
part, to his ability to communicate with the 
laity. Whereas his Halachic writings were 
on the highest caliber of scholarship, and 
he served as a mentor and teacher to some 
of the greatest young Torah minds, he was 
also a popular lecturer among the masses 
of Sephardic Jewry, inspiring audiences of 
all levels with his stories, clarity, humor 
and charisma.

Rabbi Yosef ’s main contribution was 
perhaps the enhancement and the funda-
mental reestablishment of Maran Rabbi 
Yosef Caro and his Shulhan Harukh (Co-
dex of Jewish Law) as the fi nal authority 
for Sephardic Jews in Israel.

Hacham Ovadia Yosef a”h had a pro-
found and incalculable impact upon the 
Torah world. In addition to the Sephardic 
revolution which he inspired and led, he 
composed 58 Halakhic works, all of which 
were standard texts in the fi eld of practi-
cal Halachic decision- making. He trained 
thousands of accomplished Halakhic 
scholars, untold numbers of whom serve 
as Rabbis, writers and educators in Israel 
and around the world. His legacy is also 
carried through his eleven children. He 
has had a profound impact upon Sephard-
ic Jewry and all of Torah Jewry that will 
continue to be felt for centuries to come.

May the merit of Hacham Ovadia Yo-
sef a”h be a source of inspiration and may 
we all be worthy to follow his inspiring ex-
ample of selfl ess devotion to Torah and to 
Am Yisrael, amen. 

Yehuda is the founder of the Sephardic Legacy 
Series -"Institute for Preserving Sephardic Heritage" 
which, he hopes, will facilitate future Sephardic pub-
lications, lecture series, fi lms and further research on 
Sephardic topics. He is currently involved in many orga-
nizations around the world assisting Sephardic Jewry in 
all domains. To date he authored four popular books - 'A 
Legacy of Leaders' (Inspiring Stories and Biographies of 
Sephardic Hachamim) Volume One & Two, and the Ben 
Ish Hai (Th e Life and Time of Hacham Yoseh Haim) 
and most recently 'A Legend of Greatness' - Th e Life and 
Times of Hacham Haim Yosef David Azoulay.

Th is upcoming November 2013 he is launching his 
fi ft h publication co authored with Dr. Sarah Taeib-Car-
len and their Academic book is entitled 'Th e Sephardi 
Journey' - Sephardi Contributions throughout History. 
He published over thirty articles on various topics, and 
he is currently at work on his next book, about the life 
of the illustrious Hacham Ovadia Yosef. Presently he 
is networking with numerous Sephardic Communities 
trying to develop various projects for the benefi t of Sep-
hardic Jewry. To contact Yehuda Azoulay email: yazou-
lay@sephardiclegacy.com

“My Teacher, My Hacham and My Source of Inspiration”
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MORE THAN 50 HALACHAH TITLES TO CHOOSE FROM
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o 
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:

The Shabbos
 Kitchen 

A comprehensive halachic 
guide to the preparation 
of food and other kitchen 

activities.

Muktzeh:
 A Practical Guide 

The principles and 
common applications

 of the laws of muktzeh

The Shabbos Home 
Volume 1 

The laws of Shabbos 
as they apply throughout

 the home

The Shabbos Home 
Volume 2 

The laws of Shabbos
 as they apply throughout 

the home

The Radiance of 
Shabbos

The laws of candle-lighting, 
Kiddush, Lechem Mishneh, 

meals, Bircas HaMazon, and 
Havdalah.

The Sanctity of 
Shabbos 

The laws of Shabbos and 
Yom Tov as they apply to 
a non-Jew doing work on 

behalf of a Jew.

N O W  T H R O U G H  M O N D AY,  O C T O B E R  2 8 ,  2 0 1 3

bistritzky edition

the  aura  of  shabbos
The Aura of Shabbos includes:

4 The laws of Erev Shabbos 4 The halachos of electrical appliances , timers, alarm sys-
tems and surveillance cameras 4 Brief guides to laws of challah and tevillas keilim 4 Hotel 
stays on Shabbos 4 Tosefes Shabbos 4 and much more!

The halachos in Rabbi Simcha Bunim Cohen’s best-selling Laws of Shabbos series are set 
out clearly and simply, while extensive notes are an invaluable resource for scholars.
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hi

s 
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:

Also includes the laws, 
customs, and meaning of 

the Shabbos tefi llos!

NEW!

ALL AT 

25% 
OFF 

LIST PRICE

Dedicated by Joseph and Sheila Bistritzky

In celebration of RABBI SIMCHA BUNIM COHEN’s
NEWEST VOLUME in his Laws of Shabbos Series!

HALACHAH TITLESALL 
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Education        & Parenting newS and eventS relating to 
proper chinuch & parenting 

Social programming • music therapy • art therapy •  
counseling • speech therapy • field trips • swim  
instruction and much more

diverse academic curriculum 
mainstreaming opportunities      
individualized instruction      

life & social skills training
limudei kodesh and chol
foundation for the future
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BrooklynBrooklynBrooklyn

Become a Sonographer
(Ultrasound Technologist)

Interested in the Medical Profession?

Apply now for our 
two year full-time 

program 
beginning 

October 21, 2013

Contact us for an application or more information:

718-645-3500   info@nymahe.org
www.nymahe.org

New York Methodist Hospital 
Center for Allied Health 

Education is accredited by the 
Accrediting Bureau of Health 

Education Schools. 

The program is 
accredited by the Joint 
Review Committee on 

Education in Diagnostic 
Medical Sonograpphy

Center for Allied Health Education
1401 Kings Highway       Brooklyn, NY 11229

Program follows a shomer 
shabbos schedule

Financial Aid is available
for those who qualify
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Education        & Parenting newS and eventS relating to 
proper chinuch & parenting 

like planting a tree
People often make a mistake. They 

think that the main part of chinuch is in 
mitzvos and that chinuch in midos is sec-
ondary, almost an aft erthought. But in ac-
tuality, the opposite is true. Th e main focus 
of chinuch has to be in midos, because the 
obstacles to chinuch in mitzvos are bad mi-
dos.

Let’s take a look at the words of the 
Shelah Hakadosh (Shaar Ha’osios  Derech 
Eretz 14-15). I’ll summarize a bit. First, the 
Shelah gives us an amazing introduction to 
the entire topic of chinuch. Th e purpose of 
the mitzvah of having children, he writes, 
is to have children and grandchildren who 
learn Torah and do mitzvos for all eternity. 
You have to set off  a chain reaction of To-
rah and mitzvos that will go on forever and 
ever, and all of it will be to your credit.

In this sense, the most important re-
sponsibility that lies on the shoulders of a 
person is the chinuch of his children. More 
than anything else he does, the chinuch 
of his children will bring him the larg-
est share in Olam Haba, a share that will 
grow and grow and grow without limit 
and without end. Every one of his children, 
grandchildren and distant descendants 

who lives a life of Torah and mitzvos will 
bring him more credit and another slice of 
Olam Haba.

It is not, as people think, that what they 
do themselves plays the greatest role in de-
termining their share in Olam Haba and 
the chinuch of their children is just one of 
their side responsibilities.

Th at is not correct. A successful chi-
nuch brings greater reward than just about 
anything else. If a person is mechanech his 
children well, which naturally leads to his 
children being mechanech their children 
well and so on for all generations, the re-
wards are virtually limitless. A person has 
no better place to invest his eff orts than in 
the chinuch of his children.

Th is is the Shelah’s preamble to his dis-
cussion about chinuch. He then goes on to 
point out that the proper focus of chinuch 
is on midos. If we are not successful in chi-
nuch in mitzvos, it is because our chinuch 
in midos was defi cient.

start at a young age
It is well known, he writes, that a per-

son is born wild and that he is saddled 
with a yetzer hara from childhood. Th ere-
fore, he has to be trained and conditioned 

to have good midos from the time he utters 
his fi rst words, as Chazal say (Sukkah 42a), 
“As soon as a child is able to speak, teach 
him Shema Yisrael and Torah

Tzeevah Lanu Moshe,” and the like. 
And the passuk says (Mishlei 22:6), “Raise 
the child according to his way; even when 
he is old he will not turn from it.” From 
the time he is young, his father and moth-
er should not deprive him of the benefi ts 
of chastisement. Rather, they should add 
more and more each day to the extent that 
he is able to tolerate it. Nor should they 
deprive him of instructive discipline, as it 
is written (Mishlei 13:24), “He who spares 
the rod despises his son, but he who loves 
him is quick to give him instruction.”

And then the Shelah becomes spe-
cifi c. People have many bad midos, such 
as swearing, cursing, anger, cruelty, arro-
gance, impudence, envy, hatred, lust, gos-
sip, mockery, slander, idle talk and thou-
sands upon thousands more. On the other 
hand, there are thousands upon thousands 
of good midos, such as the opposite of all 
those mentioned above, as well as shy-
ness, reticence and innumerable others. 
And above all is the knowledge of the 
Ribono Shel Olam to the greatest extent 
possible and constantly speaking about 
holy matters. In order to become an adam 
hashalem, a complete person, one should 
shun all the bad midos and aspire to all the 
good midos.

It is the responsibility of parents, they 
continue, to devote themselves to teaching 
their children to shun bad midos and em-
brace good midos until this becomes the 
very essence of their beings.

Th ey should inculcate these midos into 
their children day aft er day, even a hun-
dred times a day until it becomes part of 
them. Th e parents should give their chil-
dren explicit guidance in these things at 
two or three years of age. Th ere are two 
reasons for this.

One, because whatever a child learns 
at an early age becomes part of his nature. 
Two, because if a child becomes accus-
tomed to his father as a strong authority 
fi gure, he will obey him even as he grows 
older. If, however, the father dotes on his 
child and substitutes aff ection for authori-
ty and discipline, the child may obey when 
he is young, but when he grows older, he 
will follow his own opinions. A child is like 
a tree. When you plant a tree, you can form 
it in any way you wish while it is still a sap-
ling, but when it grows into a sturdy tree it 
is too late to do any further forming.

Th is is the gist of what the Shelah writes 
about chinuch. Th ere is more to which we 
will return shortly.

Th e work of chinuch, of bringing up 
good ehrliche children, begins from when 
the child is extremely young. You cannot 
start too early. As soon as he reaches a 
minimal level of understanding, it is time 
to start molding his character. You have 
to train and condition him to have good 

midos and you have to prevent him from 
picking up bad midos from other people or 
developing them on his own. You have to 
teach him the lessons again and again, al-
ways in a gentle and pleasant way, until the 
good midos become second nature to him. 
No, perhaps a better way of saying it is that 
they should become fi rst nature to him.

If you neglect this critical aspect of chi-
nuch, the good midos that you want to in-
still in him will not come naturally to him. 
Even if he reaches the understanding that 
they are good and that this is the proper 
way to behave, they will always require a 
concerted eff ort from him, and very oft en, 
he will simply not have the fortitude to 
make the eff ort. Years later, when he goes 
to yeshivah and he sits and learns mussar 
sefarim, he will read about all the good mi-
dos a person must have. And he will think 
to himself that these are really wonderful 
ideals but they are for people on a very 
high level, for big tzaddikim, not for ordi-
nary people. Had you started training him 
when he was very young, however, all the 
good midos would come naturally to him, 
and he would understand that this is the 
way every human being should behave.

From when he is very young, you have 
to tell the child not to show off  because that 
is gaavah, arrogance, a very bad midah. It 
is ugly and repulsive and not something a 
beautiful child should do. It is forbidden to 
be a baal gaavah just as it is forbidden to 
eat something that is not kosher.

You have to tell him not to be a glutton, 
to eat slowly and respectfully, to eat foods 
that are nutritious. A well-trained child 
cares about his health. He does not eat only 
sweets, leaving everything else on his plate.

You have to tell him not to mock people 
or speak lashon hara and rechilus, because 
it is mean and hurtful, because that is not 
how an ehrliche human being behaves. We 
speak with refi ned language, we’re kind to 
others, we don’t grab anything that does 
not belong to us — that is how we behave.

Th is is the work of chinuch. You don’t 
yell at the child or hit him or persecute 
him in any way. Rather, educate him. Teach 
him. Introduce him to the world in which 
you expect him to live. Explain what peo-
ple are all about. Children are curious.

Th ey’re eager to learn about the world 
they’re discovering. So give them your ver-
sion of the world before others give them a 
diff erent version that goes against your be-
liefs and values. And if you start when the 
child is very young and you speak about it 
gently, persuasively and oft en, the lessons 
will penetrate, and they will become part 
of the very nature of the child.

When it comes to chinuch in mitzvos, it 
won’t matter so much if you delay a little 
and wait until the child is one hundred 
percent ready. But when it comes to chi-
nuch in midos, there is no time to waste. 
If bad midos are allowed to take root in a 
child, it becomes exceedingly diffi  cult to 
uproot them later.

With Hearts Full of Love
horav mattiSyahu Salomon, with permission from artscroll/mesorah

On Chinuch in Midos

Family 
Fun!

coming november 10...
programs run through march 30

 for the entire family!
►Girls Sunday Program (Pre1-A-7th grade)
     aerobics.swimming.dance.crafts.baking 
►Sunday Gan (3&4 year old-girls &boys)
        arts&crafts.music.circle games.baking.stories.creative play

►Girls Friday Instruction and Free Swim (grades 2-8)
►Boys Sunday Free Swim
►NEW! Boys Sunday Instruction Swim (grades 3-8)
►Womens Wednesday Instruction Swim

All programs are located at BYA-1213 Elm Ave.
For more information call BYA-718.339.4747/fax-718.998.5766
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I’m Rabbi Yitzchak Shmuel Ackerman, 
2nd Lieutenant, United States Army Re-
serve, retired.

Yes, I’m serious.  I was a commissioned 
officer.  I have my commission and my hon-
orable discharge somewhere in the garage, 
along with a lot of other artifacts from my 
younger life.  You know, like stickball bats, 
bowling balls, books I used to find intrigu-
ing that don’t have as much appeal any-
more.

My kids and my grandchildren find my 
garage a fascinating place, a journey into a 
time some of them fondly remember, and 
some of them can’t conceive.  The grand-
children can’t imagine what it was like, and 
they wonder how I got from that very dif-
ferent place to where I am now.

I always marveled at my father’s, A”H, 
journey from a childhood in Czechoslova-
kia to his escaping and traveling alone, at 
age 17, to his sister and her husband’s home 
in NY, only to be sent right back to Europe 
in the US Army.  It wasn’t only his sister, 
brother in law, and the GI Bill that got him 
on his feet when he came back from the 
war.  It was his resilience and quiet deter-

mination that, with siyata dishmaya, even-
tually took him to the highest levels in his 
profession and community.

My mother, A”H, grew up in the Bronx.  
So did I.  But I really can’t imagine what it 
was like to hear air-raid sirens, have black-
out curtains, and see stars hanging in the 
windows of homes of families who had lost 
someone in the armed forces overseas.  It 
always sounded to me like the Bronx, the 
whole world, of my mother’s childhood was 
a sad and scary place.  

The Bronx for me was sledding along-
side of Mosholu Parkway (somehow those 
hills got a lot smaller since I was six!), go-
ing to the hobby shop on Two Fourth to 
get balsa wood gliders, and playing Ca-
reers with my friends.  In that board game, 
you first chose what winning would mean 
to you.  You had to collect 60 points to be 
considered a winner.  But you had to de-
cide how many points of Fame, Happiness, 
and Money you wanted to collect to add 
up to 60.  If you had written down, secretly 
of course, that your goal was 40 points of 
Fame, 15 of Happiness, and 5 of Money, 
but you ended up with some other ratio, 

you’d have 60 points but you wouldn’t be 
a winner.  How was I to know what ratio 
to choose, what would make me a winner?  
It was only a game, but it was a metaphor, 
too.  What path should I embark on?  What 
goals were worthy of pursuit?  And if I 
pursued them, how far would I get?  What 
would become of me? 

When I would ask my mother these 
questions, she would sing a song to me.  
Part of it went like this:

When I was just a little boy
I asked my mother, what will I be 

Will I be handsome, will I be rich 
Here’s what she said to me.

Que Sera, Sera, Whatever will be, will be 
The future’s not ours, to see Que Sera, Sera 
What will be, will be…

Now I have children of my own 
They ask their mother, what will I be 
Will I be handsome, will I be rich I tell them 
tenderly.

Que Sera, Sera, Whatever will be, will be 
The future’s not ours, to see Que Sera, Sera 
What will be, will be.

This is a parenting column.  So what do 
you, as a parent with any of this, how is it 
relevant?  I think it’s relevant because chil-
dren sometimes wonder how will they ever 
get to be something, how will they know 
how to be a grown-up, how did you, their 
father or mother figure it out? 

Perhaps some of your children are not 
as introspective as I was, and they just take 
it a day at time.  Let them.  There’s nothing 

wrong with that.  They’re probably more re-
laxed than I was.

Some of your children, though, may 
wonder the kinds of things that I wondered 
about.  They may wonder about how you 
figured stuff out when you were a kid, how 
you dealt with things that bothered you, 
whom you turned to for help, reassurance, 
and advice.  How you got from being a little 
kid to the person you are now.

What sugyas did you really get into, 
what did you do when you fell behind?  

Did you ever get left out when the pop-
ular kids chose up sides, when the clique 
shut you out?  How did you get through the 
pain?

What did your parents say to you when 
you failed a test?  How bad did you feel 
when you got the test back?  How much 
better, or worse, did you feel after you spoke 
with your parents about it?

If you can’t remember, tell your child 
that you can’t remember.  Tell her that with 
siyata dishmaya and hishtadlus, you made 
it through and here you are, a successful 
adult, in many ways, much of the time.

Reassure him that childhood can be 
really hard sometimes; it was for you too.  
And that like you, b’ezras HaShem he’ll turn 
out fine.

Nachas Notes
Rabbi Yitzchak Shmuel Ackerman, LMHC

How Did You Get to Be Who You Are?

Education        & Parenting news and events relating to 
proper chinuch & parenting 

Rabbi Yitzchak Shmuel Ackerman, LMHC, 
created The Nachas Notebook™, and has 
been working with parents for over 30 years.  
He can be reached at 718-344-6575.

ב בית יעקבל  
LEV BAIS YAAKOV 

HIGH SCHOOL 

Is pleased to announce an 
OPEN HOUSE 

Wednesday, November 6, 2013 
7:30 p.m. 

Lev Bais Yaakov 
3574 Nostrand Avenue 

(Between V & W) 
 

Meet Lev Bais Yaakov High School  
staff members and parents, as we enlighten you 

about our spectacular curricular and 
extracurricular programs. 

 
ENTRANCE EXAM 

Sunday, November 10, 2013 
10:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

 
For information please call: 

(718) 332-6000 
 
Rabbi Shmiel Deutsch   Mrs. Rivka Oratz    Mrs. Batya Sochaczewski 
Executive Director    Menaheles         General Studies Principal 
 

                       
         

   
                                               david stein 
               let us do the heavy lifting! 

 BUSINESS LITIGATION    

 PERSONAL INJURY     

 REAL ESTATE 

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION. 
 
Address: 1400 East 21st Street                                          Tel: 646-820-2244    
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11210                                                          Cell: 917-655-2507 
website: www.lawsny.com                                    Toll Free: 888-LAW-2202 
email: davidsteinesq@gmail.com              Facebook: Lawyer David Stein 

                                           DESIGNED BY 516-900-2371 
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Education        & Parenting newS and eventS relating to 
proper chinuch & parenting 

We open our doors wide to ninth grade applicants.
Now is the time  to seriously consider  your daughter’s  high school future.

Does your daughter need a strong Bais Yaakov environment? Space to 

be heard as she explores ideas? Academic stimulation and challenge?  

A broad canvas for her many extra‑curricular talents?  

Does she need the impetus to rise to challenges?  

Is she a great girl who would benefit from warmth  

and respect as she grows into her role in Klal Yisroel?

If your daughter needs any of the above you need an application to
Prospect Park Yeshiva Bnos Leah High School 

Give her what she needs right from the start of high school. 
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Prospect Park Yeshiva Bnos Leah High School
The “out-of-town Bais Yaakov in town”                          — Call 718-376-3337 for an application

High School Entrance Exam

�  Q&A session for parents with Rabbi Stern and Mrs. Press begins at 9:45 �

s"ga, iuaj d"f • 9:30 am - 1:00 pm • 1601 Avenue R 

Sunday, October 27, 2013
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An Observant Eye
rabbi  avi  Shafran

I unintentionally shocked a Jewish 
journalist several months ago. I had invit-
ed the non-Orthodox reporter to Agudath 
Israel of America’s offi  ces to introduce her 
to the organization’s various divisions and 
projects, and to some of my colleagues.  
But later, conversing with her about vari-
ous issues, something I said – although to 
me it was entirely unremarkable – seemed 
to take my guest aback.

She had brought up the topic of abor-
tion rights.  I noted that Orthodox Jews 
don’t regard the issue as one of “rights” but 
rather of right – that is to say, our obliga-
tions to our Creator.  Odd as it still seems 
to me now, my guest reacted as if a new 
lens on the world had suddenly opened 
before her.  She wasn’t about to suddenly 
adopt the Orthodox paradigm, I’m quite 
sure.  But she admitted that she hadn’t 
ever considered its contrarian conceptual 
source – the idea that we are here on earth 
not to reach our own conclusions and as-
sert our rights but rather to accept G-d’s 
will and serve Him.  Suddenly, she seemed 
to understand why the Orthodox approach 
to a number of contemporary issues was 
so diff erent from her own and that of her 
own professional and personal circles.  She 
had actually thought a new thought.

I was reminded of the reporter’s mi-
nor epiphany by the recently released and 
much-reported-upon Pew Research Sur-
vey of American Jews.

Th ere are all manner of puzzlements 
in the survey results, likely a result of the 
very broad defi nitions employed by the re-
searchers.  One category of “Jews” is “Jews 
by affi  nity,” which is to say Americans lack-
ing any Jewish parentage or any Jewish ed-
ucation who simply opt to call themselves 
Jews.  Th ere are apparently more than one 
million of them (which might go a long 
way toward explaining the survey’s fi nd-
ing that fully one third of all “American 
Jews” erect a holiday tree in their homes 
each December).

Similarly suspicious is the survey’s def-
inition of “Orthodox.”  How else to explain 
the bizarre fi nding that fully 15% of Or-
thodox Jews regularly attend services in a 
non-Jewish place of worship? (Or that 4% 
of them, too, have holiday trees!)

Times, to be sure, are strange.  But still.
All that aside, though, the clear and 

less-contestable takeaway of the survey 
is that there is a very large and increasing 
number of halachically Jewish American 
Jews who have opted out of Jewishness 
as a religious identifi cation altogether, on 
whose radar Judaism is a fading blip, if 
that.

Th e larger community’s approach to 
such “unaffi  liated” Jews has long been to 
off er an elaborate smorgasbord of “Jewish” 
choices: Funky Federation programmatic 
food, somewhat moldy “denominational” 
fare (whose expiration dates have come 
and gone), “tikkun olam” appetizers, vari-
ous affi  nity-group pastries “koshered” by 
adding the word “Jewish” to them (like 
“Jewish” vegetarianism, or “Jewish” yoga 

and even “Jewish” activities condemned by 
the Torah).

Even some of the various Orthodox 
kiruv, or outreach, groups, all of whom do 
wonderful work in the American spiritual 
fi eld (or desert) occasionally lapse into en-
tertainment-mode, enticing  unconnected 
Jews with nosh whose ingredients, while 
they include healthful Jewish additives, re-
main essentially nosh.

Th ere’s nothing wrong, of course, with 
trying to reach Jews “where they are,” with 
connecting to them through their personal 
interests or culture. And certainly nothing 
wrong with using the beauty of a Shabbos 
(or the aroma of a cholent) to help a Jew 
begin to “bond” with his or her heritage.  
But might there be room, even a need, for 
a… diff erent approac

What if, instead of special off ers and 
glitzy offerings, we simply proclaimed 
loud and clear – in billboards and web ads 
and social media – that being a Jew, like 
it or not, precious fellow Jew, means being 
Divinely charged, that it means shoulder-
ing, whether it is always comfortable or 
not, responsibility ?  And that ignoring 
that mandate is a reckless wasting of an 
opportunity to live a meaningful life by 
doing G-d’s will?  Th at each of us has a 
stark and urgent choice: either to regard 
our lives as the brief opportunities to ac-
cess eternity they are, or to waste one’s days 
in the pursuit of stuff  and fun and “rights”?

Would such an ‘in your face” challenge 
just be a total turn-off ?  Or might its mes-
sage actually reach Jews, at least those who 
prefer being challenged to being wooed?

And might, just might, there be more 
such Jews than we dare imagine?

The common wisdom is that most 
Jews simply can never “become Ortho-
dox” – that is to say can never come to 
accept and respect true Jewish belief and 
halacha.  And so there’s no point trying to 
off er them the entirety of their religious 
heritage.  But maybe the less common but 
more Jewish wisdom lies in Jewish tradi-
tion: that there fl ickers in every Jew’s heart 
a spark of desire to serve G-d, that every 
Jewish soul was present at Mt. Sinai.

Yes, free will exists, and each person in 
the end makes his or her own choices.

But could the best way to fan some Jew-
ish sparks into fl ame be to simply, starkly 
state the Jewish facts – that the Torah is 
our Divine inheritance, and that striving 
for a fully observant Jewish life is the man-
date of every Jew?

A Contrarian Approach to Kiruv

www.citicom1.com

SALE
Save 15% - 50%

With An Extensive Collection
of Italian & Portugese Silver

THE SALE YOU HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR

Invites You To Our

on deals you've been longing for

Store credits & gift certificates not accepted.
All sales are final. No exchange, refund or return.  All major credit cards accepted.

Re
lia

bl
e 

- 7
18

.9
63

.2
42

4

Free Valet Parking On Sunday

This Week!
Sunday, October 13

through Thursday, October 17
11am to 7:00 pm

To be held
at our store

4901 16th Ave.
Brooklyn
New York
718-854-5600
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JOIN THE MOVEMENT!

Stop the 
Talking in Shul!

KEEPING QUIET IN SHUL IS A ZECHUS FOR PARNASSAH, SHIDDUCHIM, REFUOS & YESHUOS ! 
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It’s wrong! And we all know it. 
It is Halacha L’maaseh

The sin is too large to bare.

s"xc

THIS ADVERTISEMENT HAS BEEN SPONSORED ANONYMOUSLY  kkfv ,cuyk

vkp,v ,gac rcsk ruxt

tuabn ubug kusdu tyuj tuv-ja otu

stopthetalking @ gmail .com
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STOP WASTING YOUR THURSDAY NIGHTS!

AGUDAS YISROEL OF MADISON • 2212 AVENUE S (CORNER E. 22)

PLENTY OF COFFEE, CAKE AND RUACH AVAILABLE!

BRING YOUR CHAVRUSA OR WE’LL SET ONE UP 
FOR YOU

WHERE WERE YOU LAST THURSDAY NIGHT?

FLATBUSH MISHMAR 
SEDER

Join us every Thursday night
10:30 - 11:30 pm: 

Learn alone or with Chavrusos

11:30 - 11:50 pm:
Chabura given by Rav Yisroel Reisman

Followed by Maariv

Chabura Limud:  Mesechta Makos, An Amud a week 
or learn whatever you wish

s"xc
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Mesivtha Tifereth Jerusalem
and Yeshiva of Staten Island

107th Anniversary Dinner
7 Kislev, 5774 • Sunday Evening, November 10, 2013

at The New York Marriott Brooklyn — Reception at 5:00 o’clock p.m.

cordially invite you to participate in the

THE REBBETZIN SHIMA FEINSTEIN AWARD

Mrs. Frimi Frankel
THE RABBEINU MOSHE FEINSTEIN AWARD 

Mr. and Mrs. Duvy Gross

PARENTS OF THE YEAR AWARD

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph & Jennifer Warren
ALUMNUS OF THE YEAR AWARD

Rabbi & Mrs. Ouziel Aryeh

DISTINGUISHED RABBINICAL AWARD

Rabbi & Mrs. Yisroel Meir Blumenkrantz

THE TORAH HERITAGE AWARD PRESENTED TO
The Lamm Family

in memory of their grandparents,
Rabbi and Mrs. Pesachya and Rochel Lamm, ע"ה

ZICHRU TORAS MOSHE RABBINIC LEGACY AWARD

in memory of Rabbi Sidney Kleiman זצ"ל
accepted by his grandchildren Boruch Ber & Heshie Kleiman & Families

MR. SHMUEL MILLER JOURNAL CHAIRMAN

For further information regarding a reservation and/or advertisement please call:
MESIVTHA TIFERETH JERUSALEM • 145 East Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10002 • (212) 964-2830 • FAX: (212) 349-5213

MOREINU HAGAON RAV MOSHE FEINSTEIN זצוק"ל
Rosh Hayeshiva 1937-1986
Founder, Yeshiva of Staten Island
יבל"ח
HAGAON RAV DOVID FEINSTEIN
Rosh Hayeshiva, Mesivtha Tifereth Jerusalem

HAGAON RAV REUVEN FEINSTEIN
Rosh Hayeshiva, Yeshiva of Staten Island

Commemorating the 
10TH YAHRZEIT
of The Mashgiach
Maran Hagaon 
Harav Michel 

Barenbaum זצ"ל

Rosh Hayeshiva, Yeshiva of Staten Island

Commemorating the 
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The Person in the Parsha
Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb

I have always found this week’s Torah 
portion, Parshat Lech Lecha (Genesis 12:1-
17:27), especially inspiring and instruc-
tive. It is in this parsha that we are told the 
story of Abraham’s aliyah, of his journey to 
the Holy Land.

What amazes me, and what readers of 
the Bible over the millennia have found 
equally amazing, is the total faith in G-d 
which Abraham demonstrated by embark-
ing upon this journey.

G-d tells him to leave his land, his 
birthplace, and his family. As if that was 
not a sufficient challenge, G-d does not 
even tell him where he is going. He simply 
says, “Go!” Abraham does not ask where, 
but is told, “…to the land that I will show 
you.” Why? How? These questions do not 
even occur to Abraham. He does not ask, 
nor does the Almighty inform him, about 
the objective for uprooting himself from 
his familiar surroundings and intimate 
personal relationships. Abraham is given 
the assurance of a blessed success, but he is 
not given a hint as to why he has to venture 
off into an unknown land and uncertain 
future in order to achieve this blessing. 
The question which the reader asks, “Why 
could he not achieve these Divine bless-
ings in his own homeland,” is a question 
which Abraham himself never asks.

I used to think that Abraham was the 
model of perfect faith, which we ourselves 
could take as an inspiration but could nev-
er hope to achieve in our own lives. That 

is, I used to think that way until…the re-
union.

Let me tell you how that reunion came 
about. In recent years, my wife and I have 
been privileged to visit Israel frequently, 
for relatively long periods of time. During 
these visits, we inevitably encounter old 
friends, many of whom moved to Israel 
thirty or forty, and in some cases even fifty, 
years ago.

One Sunday morning, while drinking 
a coffee at my favorite Jerusalem sidewalk 
café, a gentleman sat down at the table 
next to mine and sipped his coffee while 
remaining engrossed in a book. I am al-
ways curious as to what other people are 
reading, so I could not resist the urge to 
peek at the cover of his book in order to 
ascertain its title. Lo and behold, it turned 
out to be one of my personal favorites, a 
lesser known work on the fine points of 
the Hebrew language by the 18th century 
philosopher, poet and mystic, Moshe 
Chaim Luzzatto. 

The fellow was immersed in his read-
ing, but I rudely interrupted his concen-
tration by commenting that I knew that 
book, and that I became familiar with it as 
a very young man. He lifted his eyes from 
the page, looked at me carefully, and said, 
“I know. You and I discovered it together 
on one of our frequent forays into that old 
bookstore on the Lower East Side of Man-
hattan!”

I didn’t recognize him, but he sure rec-
ognized me. He was Bernie back then, a 
classmate in our yeshiva who had moved 
to Israel soon after we both received semi-
cha, rabbinic ordination. He was now Ba-
ruch.

A long conversation ensued, during 
which we caught up with each other’s lives 
and with the whereabouts of other old 
friends who had moved to Israel long ago. 
It was his idea to organize the reunion.

We met several weeks later. There were 
five of them, and I was the only “Ameri-
can.” Two of them had gone to Israel to 
study immediately after high school and 
never returned to the United States. The 
other three had made aliyah a bit later, in 
their early twenties, after college and after 
marriage. 

We spent quite a few hours together, 
reminiscing about the “good old days,” 
laughing hilariously and reliving the 
pranks of our youth. Eventually, the con-
versation became quite serious as they 
each, in turn, described their decisions to 
leave “their land, birthplace and house of 
their fathers” to come to Israel and create 
new lives there.

The five of them described five very 
unique stories about their journeys. Two 
had become quite prominent rabbis and 
authors of noteworthy scholarly works. 
One had been a musician and now earned 
his living by giving music lessons to retired 
adults. One was a physician, himself now 
retired and, coincidentally, taking music 
lessons from our mutual friend. The fifth 
was a very successful business man who 
was able to take advantage of the housing 
construction boom in Tel Aviv.

These were very different personalities 
with very different stories to tell. But they 
had one story in common. Like Abraham, 
but at a much younger age than Abraham, 
they each heard G-d’s call, “Go forth from 
your native land and from your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you.”

Unlike Abraham, they knew where 
they were going. But, as one of them put 
it, “We knew where we were going but did 
not know what we were getting into.”

Unlike Abraham, they had no Divine 
assurances that they would be blessed. 
But they each now felt that they had been 
abundantly blessed. They each had left 
family behind, in some cases, never again 
to see their own parents. But in every case, 
they built new families—large and diverse, 
and they all had grandchildren in the Is-
rael army at the time of this reunion.

Not one of them had the slightest re-
gret about their decision, and they all 
gently teased me for not having chosen 
the path in life which they courageously 
chose. I must confess to feelings of guilt 
and shame, and not a little envy, that I felt 
in their company that evening. 

But those feelings were outweighed by 
the admiration and respect I felt for them, 
and for all the many others who, to this 
very day, follow the footsteps of Abraham 
and Sarah and take seriously the words of 
G-d which open this week’s Torah portion: 
“Lech lecha, Go forth…v’heyei bracha, and 
you shall be a blessing.”

Rabbi Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, PhD is 
currently the Executive Vice President, 
Emeritus of the Orthodox Union. 

Parshat Lech Lecha:  “The Reunion”

Organize your kitchen clutter NOW!!!
Get rid of  your freezer mess! 

– No more UFO’s!
(Unidentified foreign objects)

 FREE GIFTS to all Kallah orders over $250.00
Minimum-10% FREE products plus MORE!!

Call Rochelle at 718-258-0415 
to find out details

Call for current sales.
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Eisenberger's Furniture
718-338-1970

Sun.–Thurs. 11:30-6:00 • Closed Fridays • Evenings by Appointment

CHOSSON KALLAH PACKAGES

3315 AVE N (Bet. E. 34th & 35th)
WE WILL BEAT 

ANY LAKEWOOD PRICE
& DELIVER FOR FREE!

Dinette Sale 
GLASS OR FORMICA

PLUS 6 CHAIRS $649
DOUBLE RECLINING

LEATHER SOFAS
Brown or Taupé $699
Chocolate, Brown or Beige $799
Grey $749
Brown with Nailheads $749

• Bedroom - 48”  top of
the line mattresses

• Dinette set - glass & 6 chairs

• Stationary or double
reclining leather sofa 

$3599

FLOOR
SAMPLE
SALE!

#1

Custom Fabric
or Leather 48”
Headboards
$349 & Up

• Canadian Bedroom - 
48” top of the line mattresses

• Dinette set - glass & 6 chairs
• Stationary or double reclining

leather sofa 

Available With Leather Headboards
$5300

#2

ACRYLIC PESACH COUNTERTOP COVERS

2163 CONEY ISLAND AVE. (BET. AVE S&R)
BROOKLYN, NY 11223
PH/fX: 718-376-4956
EMAIL: LISMATDESIGNS@YAHOO.COM

LISMATDESIGNS.COM

CHERRY - MAPLE - OAK- BIRCH



36 | Flatbush Jewish Journal Thursday, October 10, 2013 718.692.1144 | www.flatbushjewishjournal.com

Community          News news and events in & around 
the flatbush community

EVENTS

NEWS

MOSDOS

Tishrei 5774 has been a whirlwind of activ-
ity for Misaskim’s numerous volunteers. Many 
of Misaskim’s crucial programs have been put 
to use this past month, as they assisted the 
community in everything from holding a heart 
wrenching Tehillim Asifa, organizing the chol 
hamoed trip of a lifetime for hundreds of ye-
somim, preventing numerous autopsies, grant-
ing emergency beds for families of the sick, and 
providing dozens of families with shiva equip-
ment.  A bird’s eye view of just one month in 
the organization reveals the scope and impact 
Misaskim has on all parts of our community. 

The month began with the sad levaya of 
community activist Shlomo Zakheim as Mis-
askim arranged for the large levaya from be-
ginning to end including placing the aron on 
the plane.  It continued with a groundbreaking 
Tehillim Asifa during the Aseres Yemei Teshu-
vah, with more than 30,000 tinokos shel beis 
rabban from 130 locations around the world 
taking part. For the first time, this year’s Asifa 
also offered the community an opportunity to 
sponsor the name of a choleh for Tehillim or a 
mi shebeirach. Thousands of sponsored names 
scrolled on the screen placed in the majestic 
Bobover Beis Medrash, as tens of thousands of 
children poured out their hearts with innocent 
kapitelach. In addition to the 30,000 children, 
Kol Mevaser’s line had more than 7,200 calls, 
some calls with more than 200 participants on 
the line. 

Aseres Yemei Teshuvah took us straight 
into Yom Kippur, and then Sukkos, when Mis-
askim organized a day of Chol Hamoed outings 
for 600 yesomim. The outing began with a Circle 
Line boat ride in Manhattan, featuring a spec-
tacular magician, ventriloquist, and an inter-
active parrot show. The children were thrilled 
when an NYPD helicopter took a special ride 
over the boat to say hello. Once the boat docked, 
the children were bussed to the 4,500 square 
foot Misaskim sukkah built on the grounds of 
the Rachmostrivka Yeshiva, where they were 
served a catered meal. After the seudah, they 
traveled to Tiferes Rivka, a Yeled V’Yalda hall, 
for a magnificent simchas beis ha’shoevah lead 
by the renowned Avrohom Fried, featuring a 
13 piece band and the acrobatic “Twins from 
France. The simchas beis ha’shoeva was also 
attended by distinguished Rabbonim and dig-
nitaries. In a spectacular ending to the day, the 
yesomim were treated to a light show by Waltz-

ing Waters, a magnificent spectacle described 
as “liquid fireworks”. On the next day Misaskim 
made the show available to the entire commu-
nity with more than 5,000 people attending a 
show that left many in awe. On Hoshana Rab-
bah, Misaskim made arrangements for a family 
flying in from Israel for a levaya in Ellenville 
NY to be whisked through customs so that they 
could make the levaya in Upstate New York. 

As much as Misaskim moves heaven and 
earth to bring joy to the less fortunate, they do 
the same to reduce pain when tragedy strikes. 
Within 24 hours after Sukkos was over, Misas-
kim delivered shiva equipment to 257 aveilim 
in 52 different homes. On Yom Tov, Misaskim 
increased Simchas Yom Tov by sharing their 22 
Sifrei Torah with homebound individuals across 
the area so they can have hakafos at home.  The 
peace of mind this brings to families is immea-
surable, as such a time leaves no room to think 
of how one will put together the numerous 
items required for a week of shiva.  Also in the 
month of Tishrei, Misaskim volunteers provid-
ed emergency beds in a brand new apartment 
near Memorial Sloan Kettering Hospital, giving 
families of the sick an urgently needed place to 
regain their strength. Keeping to their sacred 
mission of helping our entire nation, both the 
living and the deceased, Misaskim successfully 
worked with medical examiners in Baltimore, 
New Jersey, and Brooklyn to prevent autopsies. 
The expertise needed to navigate the complex 
legal hallways of autopsies are overwhelming, 
and Misaskim has spent decades rescuing fami-
lies from having to deal with this horrific reality 
in addition to their loss. 

Misaskim’s mission is to provide support 
and assistance to individuals experiencing crisis 
or tragedy by providing vital community ser-
vices. In just one month of chessed, they have 
touched tens of thousands of members in our 
community, giving joy to those who have lost, 
and giving comfort to those who need it most. 
In just one month, they have transformed the 
lives of thousands of families, offering help and 
assistance throughout unspeakable tragedy. It is 
Misaskim’s deepest wish that they never again 
be needed to provide these services. But until 
then, they continue to stand ready to assist their 
sisters and brothers. Throughout life’s darkest 
moments, Misaskim is a source of light and 
warmth, encouragement and direction. 

In Just One Month, Misaskim Touches
Tens of Thousands in Our Community

Following the 
momentous visit of 
the Satmar Rebbe 
Shlita, Grand Rabbi 
Zalman Leib Teitel-
baum, to the Flat-
bush community 
one short year ago, 
Flatbush residents 
and supporters of 
Satmar Mosdos are 
eagerly anticipat-
ing the arrival of 
the Rebbe Shlita for 
another visit to take 
place on Sunday, 
October 13, 2013.

The benefit will 
take place at the 
home of the es-
teemed R’ Shmi-
lu Weisz, where  
friends and sup-
porters of Mosdos 
Satmar will gather 
to strengthen the 
largest Chinuch 
Mosad in New York City and to 
support the education of nearly ten 
thousand students, boys and girls, 
with an ever increasing budget of 
over forty - two million dollars.

The upcoming event for Mosdos 
Satmar is the fifth fundraising event 
that Flatbush will have the honor to 
host. The previous highly successful 
events were all arranged by admira-
ble avreichim and staunch supporters 
of the Satmar Kehilla; R’ Yanky Elbo-
gen, R’ Moshe Benenfeld, R’ Chaskel 
Bennett and R’ Shimie Lax. 

The Board of Mosdos Satmar 
is especially looking forward to the 
help and support of their Flatbush 
friends, due to a lack of place in the 
mosdos’ existing thirteen buildings 
and shortage of funds, thus put-
ting into operation a massive build-
ing campaign. The mosad is in the 
midst of extensive expansion for the 
long outgrown high-school build-
ing hence, putting a great focus on 
the construction of a brand new, 
high school facility. The structure 
will provide students with spacious 
accommodations and modern ame-
nities including sixty classrooms, 
five lunchrooms, offices and a huge 
auditorium, of ten thousand square 
feet, designed for performances and 
assemblies. All these and more have 
cost the mosad until now an astro-
nomical amount of funds.

At the same time, they are in the 
process of signing contract for yet 
another building that will accom-
modate the younger children, who 
are also tight in space at their current 
locations. Understandably, this will 
be an additional few million dollars. 
Therefore, the Mosad is turning to 

supporters in Flatbush for help. Their 
contributions will most definitely 
help the Mosad to continue to thrive 
l’shem ul’tiferes.

R’ Shmilu and his family are well 
known for their unwavering commit-
ment to chesed and mosdas hatorah 
as well as their deep commitment to 
strengthening Yiddishkeit and car-
rying forward the mesorah to future 
generations.

Several weeks ago, R’ Shmilu 
visited the Satmar Rebbe Shlita be-
fore Succos. After many issues were 
discussed, both personal and com-
munal, R’ Shmilu offered his home 
to gather the many friends and ad-
mirers of the Rebbe Shlita to benefit 
the Satmar Mosdos. With the Rebbe’s 
blessings, the event was launched.

The invitations are now in the 
mail inviting all of Satmar’s yedidim 
to participate in the great undertak-
ing of R’ Shmilu, who so graciously 
extended himself in support of one 
of the finest and perhaps the largest 
Jewish institution in North America.

The Rebbe Shlita will arrive in 
Flatbush on Sunday morning, Octo-
ber 13, 2013, and will visit local gedo-
lei harabonim and roshei yeshiva. The 
official kabalas panim will take place 
at 1245 E. 27 Street (between Ave.’s 
L&M). The Rebbe Shlita will wel-
come the public who come to seek 
his blessings for the new year.

Both, Satmar leaders and Flat-
bush organizers, along with a dedi-
cated host committee, are working 
together to ensure the success of 
this special endeavor. Organizers are 
looking forward to a great turnout of 
friends and supporters in honor of 
this special event.

Satmar Rebbe to visit Flatbush October 13
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October 13, 2013

Marine Park Jewish Center
Defensive Driving Course

Tefillin Awareness Project
Bais Medrash Imrei Tzvi

October 14, 2013

Rachel's Children Reclamation Fdtn
Annual Dinner

October 19 - 23

Shuvu
Eretz Yisroel Mission

October 20, 2013

Ten Yad
Chinese Auction

Tefillin Awareness Project
Bais Medrash Mosad Adar Gbyr

october 27, 2013

Shevach High School
Open House

Ponevez Yeshiva
Ladies Auxiliary Annual Tea

november 2, 2013

Chai Lifeline 
Annual Chinese Auction

november 3, 2013

Nshei Yeshiva Derech Chaim 
Annual Chinese Auction Extravaganza

Yeshiva Derech Chaim
Chinese Auction

Bris Avrohom
34th Annual Dinner & 28th Gala Wedding

november 7, 2013

Rav Teitz Mesivta Academy 
Open House

Meir Panim 
Dinner

november 9, 2013

Cong. Talmud Torah of Flatbush 
Lecture

Chai Lifeline 
Chinese Auction

Yeshiva Gedola of Passaic 
Boro Park Melave Malka

November 10, 2013

Mesivta Tifereth Jerusalem / 
Yeshiva of Staten Island
Annual Dinner

Beth Medrash Govoha 
Fall Luncheon

November 12, 2013

Bikur Cholim of Flatbush / 
Nefesh Chaya Tiferes Yosef
Annual Tea

november 13, 2013

Yeshiva Derech Chaim 
Chinese Auction

november 14-17, 2013

Agudath Israel of America 
91st National Convention

November 16, 2013

Emunah of America
National Dinner

Yeshiva Keser Torah of Queens
Melave Malka

Cong. Talmud Torah of Flatbush 
Lecture - Rabbi Dr. Aaron Glatt

November 17, 2013

Mirrer Yeshiva Central Institute
Annual Dinner

Yeshiva Toras Emes
31st Anniversary Dinner

Yeshiva Toras Moshe 
Anniversary Dinner

Yad Eliezer 
Chanukah Sale

nobember 23, 2013

Mesivta Beth Shraga
57th Anniversary Melave Malka

Talmud Torah of Flatbush 
Lecture - Rabbi Steven Pruzansky

November 24, 2013

Mesivta Yeshiva Chaim Berlin
109th Anniversary Dinner

Ponovez Yeshiva/Batay Avoth
73rd Annual Dinner

Ohel 
Annual Gala

Rabbinical Seminary of America 
Annual Dinner

Yeshiva Beth Abraham – Slonim 
of Jerusalem 
Annual Dinner

November 29, 2013

Gateways Chanukah 
Retreat

December 8, 2013

Rivkah Laufer Bikur Cholim
Boro Park Annual Luncheon

December 14, 2013

Jewish Heritage Center
Annual Queens Chinese Auction

December 15, 2013

N'shei Ahavas Chesed
Annual Luncheon

Yeshiva Passaic Torah Institute
18th Annual Dinner

December 29, 2013

Yeshiva Darchei Torah
Annual Scholarship Dinner

March 8, 2014

Shuvu
23rd Annual Dinner

March 30, 2014

Yeshivas Mir Yerushalayim
Annual Dinner

June 1, 2014

Yeshiva Derech Chaim
Annual Dinner

Event
calendar

To add your Event, please email:  events@thefjj.com

Two back-to-back editorials, one in 
the New York Post on September 29; the 
other, two days later in the New York NY 
Daily News, prompted Agudath Israel to 
write letters to their respective editors in 
praise of their positions.

“We Charedim strongly believe that 
our stances are just and fair, but it is 
unusual for members of the media, let 
alone editorial boards, to come out sol-
idly in support of our positions. So we 
felt that they deserved commendations,” 
said Rabbi Rabbi Avi Shafran, the organi-
zation’s director of public affairs.  “It was 
also  remarkable,” he added, “that these 
editorials appeared in tandem, and ad-
dressed two separate issues.”

The New York Post editorial be-
moaned the fact that, “New York has a 
budget of $70 billion a year, twice what 
it was when Mayor Bloomberg entered 
office, and some of the highest taxes in 
the nation. We’ve got big decisions to 
make on outstanding contracts with pub-
lic unions. And on issues from school 
reform to violent crime, we stand a real 
chance of going backward… So what are 
our two main candidates for mayor talk-
ing about? Jewish circumcision.” 

Criticizing Mr. Bloomberg’s “aggres-
sive nannyism”, the editorial challenged 
the Board of Health’s requirement that 
parents sign consent forms before a mo-
hel can perform metzitza bipeh.  The pa-
per’s editors pointed to other health risks 
to children in the city, citing as an exam-
ple that “in 2012, 10 children were killed 
while riding bicycles.”   

“Are we,” the editorial asked, “going to 
demand consent forms for that, too?”

In his letter, Rabbi Shafran noted that 
the editorial “exhibited the sort of com-
mon sense we witness all too infrequent-
ly these days.   Mayor Bloomberg and 
the city Health Department’s crusade to 
regulate the religious rite of circumci-
sion, for the first time in America, indeed 
smacks of nannyism and represents an 
infringement on both religious and free 
speech rights.”

“As you note, the city is not ready, 
thankfully, to make parents sign con-

sent forms before allowing their children 
to ride their bikes,” the letter concludes.  
“Nor does it require parents to consent to 
their children playing football, or to any 
of a number of activities whose risk of in-
jury or worse is far greater than any risks 
associated with ritual circumcision.  Why 
is the city picking on a hallowed religious 
practice?”

The October 1 New York Daily news 
editorial addressed the right of Orthodox 
Jewish shopkeepers to post dress codes 
for customers patronizing their stores.

“The city’s Human Rights Commis-
sion has overreached badly in reading 
discriminatory intent into the straight-
forward language of signs that lay out a 
dress code for a few stores”, the editorial 
asserted. “There’s simply nothing untow-
ard about the Lee Avenue stores’ stan-
dard” it continued, recommending that 
the city simply “Back off”. 

In his letter to the editor of that peri-
odical, Rabbi Shafran reiterated that the 
City’s Human Rights Commission’s was 
overreaching on the issue of some Wil-
liamsburg shops’ customer dress codes, 
and that the editorial was entirely on-
target.

“Those stores were simply requesting 
that their customers observe a modicum 
of modesty in dress.  What that has to do 
with discrimination on the basis of race, 
creed, color, national origin, age, gender, 
disability, etc. is indeed perplexing,” wrote 
the Agudath Israel representative, adding 
that “Surely there are actual instances of 
unlawful discrimination in the city to oc-
cupy the Commission’s time.   It should 
focus its energies on those cases.”

Asked if the sequence of positive ar-
ticles might portend a change in the way 
the New York media treats the growing 
Orthodox community, Rabbi Shafran 
noted, “Two editorials do not in them-
selves a sea change make, but we certainly 
can hope that they are an indication that 
some media are willing to look at our 
community and its concerns with empa-
thy and intelligence.”

Agudath Israel Commends 
Positive Newspaper Editorials

Close to 200 people, including many 
senior citizens and families, participated 
in Senator Felder’s free flu shot event to-
day at the Senator’s office in Midwood. 
Constituents from across Senator Felder’s 
district received the 3-in-1 flu shot ad-
ministered by nurses from Beth Israel 
Medical Center.  

“I was absolutely delighted to partner 
with Beth Israel Medical Center to pro-
vide this invaluable and free public health 
service,” said Senator Simcha Felder (D-
Brooklyn). “So many New Yorkers either 
don’t yet have health insurance or simply 

cannot afford to shell out for a physician’s 
co-payment. Providing these kinds of 
services are essential, and give a much-
needed boost to people’s physical and 
financial health.”

The flu shot event is part of a series 
of programs being held this fall by Sena-
tor Felder. Upcoming events include a 
reduced-fare MetroCard event for se-
nior citizens on Wednesday, October 9, 
and a blood pressure screening on Mon-
day, November 4. For more information, 
please call Senator Felder’s office at 718-
253-2015.  

Felder’s Free Flu Shot Event A Resounding Success
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Long time community leader, 
Flatbush Shomrim founder and 
NYPD community liaison Chaim 
Deutsch has released details of his 
planned school safety initiative for 
private schools, including yeshivas 
and Bais Yaakovs. 

Deutsch, whose children attend 
Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim and Maso-
res Bais Yaakov, knows fi rst-hand the 
many safety challenges facing con-
cerned parents and private school 
administrators.

“I’ve been working with Chaim 
Deutsch for over 15 years,” said Rabbi 
Shmuel Aharon Rosenshein Of Ye-
shiva Chofetz Chaim. “Every time 
the city goes on heightened alert, my 
fi rst call is to Chaim, to make sure 
our schools and our students are pre-
pared and protected.”

Deutsch’s private school secu-
rity plan includes a multi layered 
approach including school safety of-
fi cers assigned to patrol yeshivas and 
their perimeters, enhanced cameras 
and security both inside and out of 
school buildings, extra police patrols 
on local trains, busses and streets dur-
ing late dismissals and coordination 
with local precincts for special events 
and late schedules.   Additionally, 
school safety offi  cers will be provided 
to off er training and safety tips to 
both school staff  and students.

“Chaim Deutsch has been the 
community’s expert on public safety,” 
said former NYPD chief and com-
manding offi  cer of the 70 th precinct, 
Raymond Diaz.  “As founder and long 
time director of    Shomrim , as well 

as a 20 year police liaison for many 
yeshivas and shuls in our neighbor-
hood, Chaim has worked with bor-
ough chiefs, local commanders, the 
New York City Offi  ce of Emergency 
Management  and other public  safety 
institutions  to assist countless mem-
bers of our community in times of 
need.” 

Flatbush Shomrim member 
Avrumy Weinreb remarked , “Every-
body who has worked with Chaim 
Deutsch, from the police department 
to local community members, knows 
how vital and  important he is to the 
ongoing safety and security of our 
community. Nobody knows these is-
sues or our community better than 
Chaim.”

Deutsch looks forward to im-
plementing his proposals as a City 
Council member, to the benefi t of 
area residents.  

“Many of these ideas have been 
tried on a smaller level with great 
success, and I am confi dent that as an 
elected offi  cial, I will be able to cre-
ate an enhanced public-private part-
nership between government and 
the community that will really im-
prove the safety and security of our 
schools and our neighborhoods,” said 
Deutsch.   “I have seen community 
policing work and I know we can do 
even better.”

Chaim Deutsch is the Democratic 
candidate for City Council in the No-
vember 5th  general election.  (Mid-
wood, Sheepshead Bay, Manhattan 
Beach and Brighton Beach)

 

M. Katz

The Yeshiva world knows Thursday 
nights as a night for late hour learning. Af-
ter leaving Yeshiva, this experience typically 
becomes an experience of the past.

Why should it be this way? Why should 
this "Mishmar" atmosphere be limited to 
the yeshivos? 

An eff ort is being made to bring Mish-
mar to the Flatbush Batei Medrashim. In 
the fi rst experiment of its kind (and we 
hope that there are more to come!), Agudas 
Yisroel of Madison, located on the corner 
of Avenue S and East 22nd Street in Flat-
bush, started a Mishmar seder last Th urs-
day night, October 3rd, 10:30 to 11:30 PM. 
Word was spread through a full page adver-
tisement in the FJJ. In an absolute surprise 
to everyone involved, the Beis HaMedrash 
was packed, with an incredible Kol Torah, 
rivaling the sound of the fi nest Yeshiva 
Batei Medrashim. What a wonderful sound!

Rav Yisroel Reisman, who introduced 
the program, said, "Th e good news is that 
there are still a few seats available - please 
join us this Th ursday. Bring a chavrusa, or 
we can set one up for you".

an amud a Week
 A look around the room revealed that 

Mishmar participants were involved in var-
ious limudim; some were catching up with 
their Daf Yomi learning, while others were 
reviewing the weekly Parshah. Most sets of 
chavrusos joined the Mishmar Seder, which 
is an amud-per-week limud of Mesechtas 
Makos. At 11:30 PM, Rav Reisman gave a 
20 minute chaburah on the amud. Maariv 
followed at 11:50 PM.

Flatbush has many thousands of Ye-
shiva graduates, people who have experi-
enced the taste of late night learning dur-
ing their Yeshiva years. Th e stressful, hectic 
pace of Brooklyn life seems to limit their 
attendance at local Batei Medrashim dur-
ing weekday evenings. Th e taste of Iyun 
learning is also beyond the scope of their 
schedules. Th e idea behind the Mishmar 
evening is for Flatbush Bnei Torah to push 
themselves (a little Mesiras Nefesh, please) 
to re-experience the sweet taste of the Ye-
shiva years.

Judging by the faces of the participants, 
the experience went over very well.

Can't you be part of it?

City Council Candidate Announces 
Yeshiva Safety Initiative
Local Precincts Will Play a Key Role in Enhancing 
Security for Private School Students

Turning Thursday Night Into Mishmar Night

The FJJ 
Comes 
to Life
on your computer...

www.thefjj.com

. current issue  . archives 

. advertising rates & schedule

. news: flatbush & the world
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Adam Mayer

With over 400 men, women 
and children in attendance and 
over 125 unique users live stream-
ing the event coverage, Bais Tefila 
of Inwood welcomed a new sefer 
torah to their growing kehilla this 
past Sunday, October 6, 2013.  The 
sefer torah originates from pre-
Holocaust Europe and has fortu-
itously made its way over to the 
United States in an incredibly sym-
bolic way.  The simcha of bringing 
a Sefer Torah out from the ashes 
of churban Europe and into a young, bur-
geoning shul of b’nei torah and b’nei aliyah 
is truly a cause for joy. 

Commencing at the Fischler residence 
on Morris Avenue in Inwood, the entire 
gathering marched along a major portion 
of Doughty Blvd (closed off to all vehicular 
traffic) with a parade float, live music and 
police escort until they reached Yeshiva 
Ketana of Long Island.  Once the new sefer 
arrived at Yeshiva Ketana, kehilla mem-
bers brought out the existing Sifrei Torah 
of both the yeshiva and the shul and the 
crowd danced around them with fervor 
and exultation. The crowd then joyously 
accompanied all the sifrei torah back to 
the aron kodesh in the Yeshiva Ketana beis 
medrash. The dancing and celebration was 
then followed by a beautifully catered seu-
das mitzvah.  

Amongst many wonderful matters 
pertaining to the day was the incredible 
achdus displayed amongst the Inwood 
kehilla and the entire community at large.  
Present at the Hachnosas Sefer Torah were 
many leading Rabbonim and Roshei ye-
shiva representing the entire gamut of the 
Far Rockaway/Five Towns jewish commu-
nity; it was a true source of chizuk to see so 
many come together to celebrate.  

In fact, achdus continues to be the en-
during hallmark of Bais Tefila of Inwood - 
in both joyous and challenging times. The 
Shul continues to grow in membership in-
creasing its influence on the surrounding 
communities. Currently home to over 50 
families with additional families scheduled 
to move in imminently, the community 
continues to attract young families seeking 
a shul with a strong sense of achdus and 
torah hashkafos.  What had started off less 
than 5 years ago in someones basement - a 

group of individuals struggling for a min-
yan every shabbos - has with siyata dish-
mayah expanded into a prominent shul 
with youth programming, daily minyanim, 
and regular weekly shiurim.  Additionally, 
the Inwood community has purchased a 
property to build a brand new mikvah for 

the benefit of the entire Five Towns com-
munity.  

For more information about the re-
maining sefer torah  dedeications or the 
shul please visit www.inwoodshul.com or 
email info@inwoodshul.com.    

Bais Tefila Of Inwood Hosts 
Community Wide Hachnosas Sefer Torah

Assemblyman Goldfeder Applauds MTA Vision for Rockaway Beach Rail Line
 Rockaway Beach, Queens—Assembly-

man Phil Goldfeder (D-Rockaway Beach) 
announced the Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority (MTA) has released their 
Twenty-Year Capital Needs Assessment, 
which includes the restoration of the 
Rockaway Beach Rail Line as part of their 
plans for the future. The Capital Needs As-
sessment is a blueprint which details the 
MTA vision to repair, rebuild and expand 
the NYC transit infrastructure between 
2015 to 2034. Restoration of the Rockaway 
Beach Rail Line would be a realistic, effi-
cient and inexpensive option that would 
significantly improve transit options for 
Queens residents while creating jobs and 
helping the environment.

“This report is a huge step forward 
and I will continue to work closely with 
my colleagues, Governor Cuomo and the 
MTA until the Rockaway Beach Rail Line 
becomes a reality,” said Assemblyman Phil 
Goldfeder. "The MTA has heard our calls 
for smart investment in existing Right of 
Ways to improve transit infrastructure, 
create jobs, while helping each family in 
Queens and across the city in their daily 
commutes.”

In their report, the MTA recognized 
the lack of available "travel corridors sup-

porting radial routes link-
ing existing subway, bus and 
rail lines. A possible option 
is the utilization of aban-
doned or underutilized 
Rights of Way (ROW) such 
as...the abandoned Rocka-
way Beach Branch...Con-
version of existing ROWs...
could help reduce land ac-
quisition and construction 
costs, and facilitate con-
struction time in densely 
developed areas."1 1

Assemblyman Gold-
feder has made transporta-
tion and the restoration of 
the Rockaway Beach Rail 
Line a top priority. In February of 2012, 
he called on Governor Cuomo to immedi-
ately restore the line to ease commutes for 
Queens residents and ease the burden for 
patrons at Resorts World Casino. In May 
that year, Goldfeder launched a petition 
that garnered nearly 3,000 signatures that 
were later delivered to Governor Cuomo, 
the Port Authority, and the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority in support of 
bringing the line back to life. Addition-
ally, Assemblyman Goldfeder continues to 

work with Congressmen Gregory Meeks 
(NY-5) and Hakeem Jeffries (NY-8) to 
facilitate a portion of approved federal 
Sandy disaster aid be allocated to fund the 
restoration of the rail line and assist in re-
covery for residents.

Revitalizing the Rockaway Beach Rail 
Line would offer a permanent and viable 
transit solution for the millions of hard-
working families all across Queens. It 
will help prepare communities to become 
more resilient for the future and allow 

small-businesses to rebuild and 
thrive, noted Goldfeder.

The Rockaway Beach Line, 
also known as the White Pot 
Junction Line, was created 
around the turn of the century 
and was owned and operated 
by the Long Island Rail Road. 
It provided residents with safe, 
affordable and expedient access 
to other parts of the city and 40 
minute commutes to midtown 
Manhattan. In the early 60s, 
parts of the railroad service 
were condensed, sectioned off 
and eventually closed. In the 
following years, the property 
was vandalized, encroached 

upon and has become a source of embar-
rassment for the families that reside in the 
area.

“The MTA is on the right track and I 
will continue to fight for full restoration 
to give our families the transportation we 
deserve,” said Goldfeder. “In today's diffi-
cult economy, complete restoration of the 
Rockaway Beach Rail Line would offer af-
fordable, reliable transportation to those 
who desperately need it and prepare our 
city for future growth.”

http://www.inwoodshul.com
mailto:info@inwoodshul.com
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718.837.LAB2  (837-5222)

Visit Us At
WWW.MODERNLAB.ORG
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Health        & Fitness health and fitneSS advice
for the flatbuSh community

Stairlifts

Custom Home Modifi cations

Patient Safety Evaluations

Wheelchair Ramps

Platform Lifts

Patient Lifts

Handicap
Accessible
Bathrooms

             www.AccessibleOptions.com

Accessible Options
Certifi ed Aging-In-Place Specialists (CAPS)

Lori Zanteson

For thousands of years, Native Ameri-
cans used sunfl ower seeds, which originat-
ed in Mexico and Peru, for food and oil, 
and used the plant’s roots, stem, and fl ow-
ers for medicines and dye pigment. One of 
the fi rst plants cultivated in the U.S., the 
sunfl ower provides one of our favorite 
snacks.

Spiraled artistically inside the large 
fl owering head of the sunfl ower (Helian-
thus annus), the many small, tubular fl ow-
ers become sunfl ower seeds. Each plant 
can grow up to twelve feet with a fl ower 
diameter of one foot, and produces an av-
erage of 800 to 2,000 seeds. Th in shells of 
black, gray, or gray and white stripes encase 
gray-green or black seeds. All are edible, 
though black seeds are generally pressed 
into sunfl ower oil, which is rich in linoleic 
acid. One ounce of seeds has nearly half 

of the daily requirement for heart healthy 
vitamin E, as well as rich supplies of fi ber, 
protein, thiamin, niacin, vitamin B6, folate, 
magnesium, phosphorus, copper, manga-
nese, and selenium.

Vitamin E, an important antioxidant, 
protects against the oxidation of cholester-
ol, which can initiate atherosclerosis and 
lead to blocked arteries, stroke or heart 
attack. In fact, some studies suggest 
that this important nutrient may 
help or prevent the onset of coro-
nary heart disease. But when it 
comes to vitamin E, evidence sug-
gests that you’re better off  getting 
it naturally in foods, such as sun-
fl ower seeds, than in supplements. 
Sunfl ower seeds are also rich in phy-
tosterols, compounds similar to cholester-
ol that block the absorption of cholesterol 
in the intestines. Th is, according to the No-

v e m -
ber 2009 

American Journal of 
Clinical Nutrition, low-
ers LDL cholesterol levels 
in humans. Tiny as they 
are, sunfl ower seeds are 
rated among the highest 
sources of phytosterols, 
compared to other com-
monly consumed nuts 
and seeds, according to 
a study in the November 
2005 Journal of Agricul-
ture and Food Chemis-
try.

Raw or roasted, 
shelled or unshelled, the 
sunflower seed has a 
huge following of snack-
ers and cooks alike. Th e 
freshest, unshelled seeds 
have firm shells that 
aren’t broken or dirty. 
Avoid shelled seeds that 
are yellow or smell “off .” 

H i g h 
in oil, 

they are 
prone to 

r a n c i d i t y, 
so refriger-
ate or freeze 

them in an 
airtight container. An 

easy and satisfying snack on 
its own, the mildly nutty sunfl ower seed 
partners well with every food group, while 
kicking up the nutrition. Saute with veg-
gies, sprinkle atop fresh fruit, fold into an 
omelet, or mix into ground meats, bread 
and cookie batters.

--
Notable Nutrients
Sunfl ower Seed Kernels, dried, 1 oz. (28 g)
Calories: 164
Fiber: 2 g (10 percent DV)
Vitamin E: 9.3 mg (47 percent DV)
Th iamin: .4 mg (28 percent DV)
Vitamin B6: .4 mg (19 percent DV)
Magnesium: 91 mg (23 percent DV)
Phosphorus: 185 mg (18 percent DV)
Copper: .5 mg (25 percent DV)
Manganese: .5 mg (27 percent DV)
Selenium: 14.8 mcg (21 percent DV)
DV=Dai ly  Va lue, g=grams, 

mg=milligrams, mcg=micrograms

Warm Up to Nutty 
Sunfl ower Seeds

(c)2011, Belvoir Media Group, LLC. DIS-
TRIBUTED BY Tribune Media Services

Receive FREE Email Version of  
the FJJ Every Thursday Morning

Enter Free Raffle To Win  
Rabbi Paysach Krohn’s New Book

info@thefjj.com

JOIN THE FJJ EMAIL LIST! 
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Travel          Section SubmiSSionS for travel Section:
advertiSing:   adS@thefjj.com  

articleS:  editor@thefjj.com

STAY CONNECTED

WORLDWIDE
International Cellular & Data Rental Solutions

877.CELL.PHONE  |  www.travelcell.com

$ Lowest Rates & Best Service

Free  Incoming Calls Student and Group Discounts

Free USA Number

Cell/Droid Blackberry SIM Card GPS Net Stick MiFi iPad

1981 Coney Island Avenue | 718.382.6500 
(Ave. P & Kings Highway)

Winter at the Kinar Galilee
Winter at Kinar is a time for pampering.  It is a time to relax in serene and 
pastoral surroundings, to take a time out and ascend to the Golan. Winter 
paints Israel’s northern landscape green and Kinar’s warm and welcoming 

setting is the perfect base to explore all of Northen Israel’s attractions.   
     A magical winter holiday awaits you here, at Kinar Galilee. 

Experience Relaxation
Experience Serenity

ADVERTISING
MARKETING

E V E N T S
COORDINATION

718.692.0999
WWW.CITICOM1.COM» »
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NOW MORE THAN EVER - STRENGTHEN YOUR TIES TO ISRAEL
AND ISRAEL'S FUTURE BY INVESTING IN ISRAELI PROPERTY

THE ISRAEL
REAL ESTATE
EXHIBITION

OCTOBER 13-14 , 2013
SUNDAY & MONDAY

12:00 noon - 6:00 pm

FO
R

 IN
FO

R
M

AT
IO

N
 O

N
LY

   
   

   

IN MANHATTAN

Grand Hyatt New York
Conference Floor (3rd floor)

Park Avenue at Grand Central Terminal
109 E. 42nd Street, New York, NY 10017

DON'T MISS THIS EVENT

Israel Dirot, Tel: (718) 338-6537 Fax: (718) 951-9197 levhotels@yahoo.com
FREE ENTRANCE

AFRICA ISRAEL Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Netanya, Rishon Lezion, Petah Tikva, Ganei Tikva, Savyon 
■ AZORIM Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Ramat Gan, Bat yam ■ AVI UNTERMAN Unterman Law Offices 
■ BANK OF JERUSALEM  ■  CHAZON-GALILI  R a m a t  B e i t  S h e m e s h
■ DIZENGOFF TRADING "LAGOON"- Netanya ■ DOMUS REAL ESTATE Fully-integrated 
real estate services platform ■ EFI NATIV PITUACH Ramat Beit Shemesh ■ MATZLAWI 
"ELITE TOWERS" - Ramat Gan ■ MJA Holiday Apartments, Short Term Rentals, Propery 
Management ■ POLLACK-HABITAT Jerusalem  ■ QUADRA-MEKOR CHAIM Jerusalem
■ TIVUCH SHELLY LEVINE ■ YOSSI AVRAHAMI Tel Aviv, Haifa, Netanya, Eilat
■ Y . H . D I M R I  J e r u s a l e m ,  M o d i i n ,  A s h d o d ,  A s h k e l o n ,  B e e r  S h e v a
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all photo submissions are 
welcome to: photos@thefjj.comPHOT             gallery all photo submissions are 
welcome to: photos@thefjj.comPHOT             gallery

At the Blobstein-Leb Vort  Photos: Milty Klein

Zalman Leib & Dovid Charloff at the 
HumanCare concert with Avrohom Fried

At The Bris of the Son of R' Binyomin Radner

The Boyz with PruzEnjoying the FJJ On the way to 	
Mir Yerushalayim

The Lefkowitz Family in Eretz Yisroel

At the Kvias Mezuzah in the Brooklyn Hospital Bikur Cholim Room   Photos: JDN

Hanochas Tefillin of the Skverer Rebbe's Einikel  Photos: JDN
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all photo submissions are 
welcome to: photos@thefjj.comPHOT             gallery all photo submissions are 
welcome to: photos@thefjj.comPHOT             gallery

At the Bar Mitzvah of Haim Amshalam  Photos: Milty Klein

Avi Finkelstein learning with his Zaidy, Rabbi 
Finkelstein, Rosh Hayeshiva Ohr Somayach

At the Salomon - Adler Vort

At the Flatbush Thursday Night Mishmar Program

Hoshana Raba at the Carlebach Shul

Rav Mordche Jungreis with 
Rav Moshe Weinberger
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Th rough this heartrending story, we 
gain insight into the level of concern that 
great people have for others. I fi rst heard 
this story in Jerusalem, before Succos of 
2010; I found it so illuminating and in-
spiring that I used it in numerous lectures 
throughout Yom Tov. I am grateful to Reb 
Shmuli Sorotzkin of Lakewood, New Jer-
sey, who fi rst told it to me as we trekked 
through the hills, gardens, and valleys of 
Ir David (the City of David) in ancient Je-
rusalem. In 1971, Rabbi Yisroel Sorotzkin, 
one of the youngest sons of the famed Lu-
tzker Rav, Rabbi Zalman Sorotzkin (1881-
1966), died at age 47 in Israel. Rav Yisroel 
was a renowned talmid chacham, a dayan 
(rabbinical judge) in Tel-Aviv, and a mag-
gid shiur in the Lomza Yeshivah of Petach 
Tikvah. He left  four children, among them, 
Michoel, who was 13 1⁄2.

Reb Yisroel’s older brother, Rabbi 
Boruch Sorotzkin (1917-1979), was one 
of the roshei yeshivah in the Telshe Yeshi-
vah in Cleveland, Ohio. Michoel’s mother, 
Rebbetzin Chasidah Sorotzkin, felt it 
would be wise to send the boy to America 
so that he could be under the tutelage of 
his illustrious uncle, Reb Boruch.  Th e So-
rotzkin family was very close and she was 
sure that Reb Boruch would not only be a 
rebbi but also a “father fi gure” to the young 
orphan. Indeed Michoel studied in Telshe 
for several years, and became very beloved 
by Reb Boruch and his family. “Mickey,” as 

he was known in Telshe, went on to learn 
in other yeshivos, but Reb Boruch and his 
family remained in constant contact with 
him.

In 1979, one of Reb Boruch’s family 
members suggested a Cleveland girl as a 
shidduch for Mickey, and indeed they be-
came engaged. Th e wedding was sched-
uled to be held in early summer. 

The kallah’s father, Reb Avrohom 
Freund, was very close to the Satmar Rav, 
Rabbi Yoel Teitelbaum (1887-1979), so 
Michoel went to Brooklyn to receive a be-
rachah from the Rebbe. When the Rebbe 
was told the date of the wedding, he imme-
diately said, “Why are you waiting so long? 
Make it earlier.” No one made anything of 
the comment at the time; however a few 
months later, these words would haunt all 
who heard them.

At the time, Michoel’s mother in Israel 
had been diagnosed with a life-threaten-
ing disease, but she planned to come to 
the United States to attend the wedding in 
Cleveland. On Sunday morning, one week 
before the wedding, Michoel called his 
mother to wish her a safe trip — but he was 
informed that she had just been rushed to 
the hospital. Sadly and unexpectedly, she 
passed away a few hours later.

Understandably there was great tur-
moil in the family on both sides of the At-
lantic. Should Michoel go to the funeral? If 
he were to go to Israel for the funeral, the 

shivah (seven days of mourning) would 
not end until aft er the projected date of 
the wedding. Should the wedding be post-
poned? Should the funeral be delayed? Ev-
eryone had a diff erent opinion, so it was 
decided to call Rabbi Moshe Feinstein 
(1895-1986) in New York and obtain his 
psak (religious ruling) and counsel. 

Reb Moshe advised that Michoel re-
main in Cleveland and not go to the fu-
neral. He would therefore begin sitting shi-
vah immediately and by the next Sunday 
morning the shivah would be over and he 
could get married that night as originally 
planned.

On the Friday of the shivah, Michoel 
called Reb Moshe to discuss the various 
halachos pertinent to a chassan being mar-
ried immediately aft er shivah. Reb Moshe 
spent much time with Michoel going over 
every detail meticulously. He wished the 
chassan well and bid him a good Shab-
bos. A few minutes later, Michoel was 
summoned to the phone as someone ex-
claimed, “Rabbi Moshe Feinstein is call-
ing person-to person.” “Person-to-person” 
implied a sense of urgency. Michoel was 
frightened; what was so important that 
Reb Moshe was calling?

“I apologize,” the gadol hador (the great 
Torah sage of the generation) began. “I am 
sorry for disturbing you,” Reb Moshe con-
tinued. “Th ere is one more thing I meant 
to tell you. Th ere is a custom in America 

that the chassan buys the kallah a beautiful 
fl ower arrangement for the Shabbos Kallah 
[the Shabbos before the wedding]. Tomor-
row will be the Shabbos Kallah, and all the 
kallah’s friends will come to visit her. You, 
as an avel, may not buy a gift  for her, and 
so her friends may wonder why she doesn’t 
have fl owers like every other kallah. Some-
one may make a hurtful comment. Th ere-
fore I would suggest that you have a friend 
buy fl owers and present them to her before 
Shabbos in your name.”

Is this not extraordinary? Th e gadol ha-
dor, on Erev Shabbos, has nothing else on 
his mind than a kallah in Cleveland who 
might not have fl owers? It is precisely such 
acts and concerns that constitute great-
ness. To a great man nothing is insignifi -
cant; to a great heart nothing is irrelevant. 
Oh, that we, too, would act in such ways.

Splendor of the Maggid
rabbi paySach krohn, with permission from artscroll/mesorah Character in Full Bloom

BAR MITZVAHS

646-286-5423

WEDDINGS Book Band With Michoel
Get An Extra Piece FREE

Book Michoel
Get One Man Band FREE 

NEW ALLSTATE HOUSE & HOME

HOME INSURANCE WITH THE RIGHT 

 LOCATION, LOCATION, 
LOCATION.

I’m proud to protect homes in our community. 
When  it  comes  to  protecting  your  home,  it’s nice  to  have  
an  agent  who  knows  the  area.  I can help customize a 
policy just for you, so you pay  only  for  the  protection  you  
need.  Call  me today!

Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Indemnity Company: Northbrook, IL. © 2012 Allstate Insurance Company.

The Alter Agency
(718) 713-8400
charlesalter@allstate.com

www.citicom1.com
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Saturday Evening, November 2, 9:30 pm
The Woodmere Club

Meadow Drive. Woodmere
VALET PARKING!

Admission: $25.00 per adult 
All paid admissions receive a $20 ticket 

Pre-paid packages of $250 or more receive 2 free admissions 
Drawings begin at 12AM. We'd love to see you there, but you need not be present to win!

Saturday Evening, November 2, 9:30 pm
The Woodmere Club

Meadow Drive. Woodmere
VALET PARKING!

Admission: $25.00 per adult 
All paid admissions receive a $20 ticket 

Pre-paid packages of $250 or more receive 2 free admissions 
Drawings begin at 12AM. We'd love to see you there, but you need not be present to win!

Ordering Tickets Is 
Easier Than Ever!
On the Web: www.tifmoauction.org
By Phone: 718.846.7300
By Fax:  718.441.3962

FREE GIFT!
With any order of $360 
and up, receive a FREE 
copy of DASH - the 
acclaimed TAG cookbook!

WINDOWS 5774
AROUND THE WORLD IN EIGHTY PRIZES
WINDOWS 5774
AROUND THE WORLD IN EIGHTY PRIZES

EVENT SPONSORS
advertising
marketing

e v e n t s
coordination

718.692.0999
www.citicom1.com» »
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An Expression 
of L   VE 

 through FooD      
Acclaimed author of the cookbook Aromas of Aleppo, 

Poopa Dweck 

is giving a hands-on class at Strivright to share the secrets of her 
exquisite Mediterranean cooking. Featured in the New York Times 

Magazine, Poopa is as entertaining as she is informative!  

Thursday, october 17th
11:00 AM-1:00 PM

3321 Avenue M
Valet Parking

Entrance Fee: $36
Includes Light lunch and Free Gift

Strivright Presents

718.531.1800 ext. 4864
rsvp@strivright.org

RSVP appreciated 

Since we all B”H, survived the on-
slaught of excess food over Yom Tov, here 
are some great tricks I have learned from 
my nutritionist regarding weight loss.  
Th ese tips work for anyone wanting to live 
a healthy life to maintain your weight as 
well.

It’s easier to shed extra pounds when 
you learn a few tricks.  Th e fi rst one is fun-
ny, but does work.   Be prepared--for your 
children will think you’ve gone bonkers!

Change the refrigerator bulb to a blue
light bulb….it will make everything in 
your fridge look unappetizing, because we 
unconsciously associate blue with moldy
food.  For me, that’s a challenge, since ev-
erything in my refrigerator is stored in 
Tupperware---which keeps food optimally 
fresh!  It will, at least make you think twice 
before grabbing an unhealthy snack.

Yellow, red and orange stimulate the 
appetite.  Eat an apple, a small low cal salad 
or a cup of soup a half hour before lunch 
or dinner. It will cut your appetite.  Th is 
works especially if you’re having a fatten-
ing entre.  Studies show you will consume 
fewer calories because you are less hungry 
for the main meal.

 Limit the number of tastes (side dish-
es) at each meal.  Research has shown if 
you are experiencing just one taste like a 

casserole, you’ll stop eating when full.  If 
we allow out taste buds to jump around 
from sweet to salty to savory and back 
again, we tend to eat past the point of full.  
Variety is the main reason we eat from 
1500 to 5,000 extra calories on Th anksgiv-
ing dinner alone!  Th ink about all the side 
dishes that crowded your Succah table!  I 
know my two full refrigerators, and packed 
freezer will attest to that one! 

Cut down on added sugar when cook-
ing and baking.  Watch sugar that doesn’t 
occur naturally in food.  The average 
American consumes 30 teaspoons, or 450 
calories of added sugar per day!  Th ink 
about that before you pour sugar into bev-
erages and onto food!  We should avoid 
foods that list sugar as one of the fi rst 
three ingredients on their food label, or 
that contain several types of sugar. Th ey 
may be one of the following: fructose, corn 
syrup, fruit-juice concentrate, malt syrup, 
sucrose, molasses, dextrose, glucose.  

Eat your main course on smaller plates.  
Studies show you eat fewer calories with-
out even missing them.  Did you know 
sugar-free gum isn’t calorie free?  One stick 
has 5 to 10 calories.   I read that chewing 
gum can satisfy you when you feel the 
need to chew something! Th is works on a 
very stressful day.  It works wonders to get 

your mind off  cheating, even when you’re 
not necessarily hungry.  

Also, researchers from the University 
of North Carolina, found that when you 
substitute water or diet beverages instead 
of calorie-laden drinks, people lost more 
than 4 to 5 pounds over a six month span.  
Researchers analyzed 300 overweight or 
obese people divided into three groups.  
Th ere were those who switched to water, 
those who switched to diet drinks and a 
control group.  

Over the six month study, all three 
groups had smaller reductions in weight 
and waist circumference.  But those who 
switched to calorie-free beverages were 
twice as likely to lose 5% or more of their 
body weight than those in the control 
group.  A simple way to shed a few pounds 
would be to substitute water for any other 
high-calorie drinks you’re used to con-
suming.  Researchers found you can lose 
up to fi ve pounds in six months.  But this 
strategy only works if you are not making 
up for those lost calories in some other 
way.

Cravings are killers!  Th ey can get the 
best of you, causing you to cheat and ruin 
the hard work you put in on your body. 
You know--the weight you worked so hard 
to lose! 

Eat foods that can burn fat.  One way 
to avoid that is to eat 4-6 small balanced 
natural meals throughout the day.  

Personally, I tried doing this, but found 
the technique shared by my nutritionist, 
Nina, works better for me.  I keep track of 
what I eat, for each meal.  I only eat when I 
am truly hungry.  I think before I grab that 
food item, asking myself if I am really hun-
gry or not.  I drink a cup of cool refresh-
ing water slowly.  I watch the clock and 
aft er ten minutes, the craving disappears!  
Seventy-fi ve percent of the time we think 
we are hungry when we’re actually dehy-
drated.  Have a glass of water at the fi rst 
sign of a craving.  Another good alterna-
tive is my Mother’s A”H favorite hot drink, 
hot water with a slice of lemon! Th is helps 
with digestion which is a double benefi t.  

Once you follow any of these plans of 
eating, if you still have urges to cheat, here 
are some more tricks to keep cheating urg-
es at bay.  First, have lots of crunchy vegeta-
bles, like broccoli, caulifl ower and carrots 
around whenever you get that cheating 

feeling. Bulky fi ber vegetables are unbe-
lievably fi lling and nutrient dense. Th ey 
are exceedingly low in calories. To allow no 
excuses of nothing to eat,   I always keep my 
veggies ready, cleaned and checked in my 
Tupperware Fridgesmart containers.  Inci-
dentally, this line of Tupperware is starting 
a huge sale now!  Ask me about it.

Next, if you do like jello, keep sugar-
free jello on hand to avoid late night 
binges.  Jello is tasty, fun to eat and almost 
devoid of calories.  Th e bonus:  gorging on 
the entire box adds only a minor 40 calo-
ries to your daily plan.

When you have these tricks in your 
arsenal, you won’t cave the next time you 
have a craving.

Hatzlacha! I am sharing again my go-to 
dip whenever I have a craving .  Of course, 
I enjoy it with my prepared veggies!

Over 550 recipes and tips are featured in Rochelle’s 
humorous and entertaining cookbook, NOT jUST A 
COOKBOOK.  It also features many “multi-ethnic” 
recipes adapted for the kosher cook.  Rochelle’s 
book examines food around the year by month. 
Her new DVD recipe organizer includes the book. 
What a GREAT gift!  Check out www.facebook.com/
greatrecipeorganizer for information or call 718-258-
0415 for a Tupperware full catalog.  Rochelle is avail-
able for cooking demo events for fundraisers, hotels, 
stores, as well as private Tupperware demonstra-
tions. Call to find out about the current sales! 

More Secret Weight Loss Tips

cooking and houSekeeping 
advice from flatbuSh expertSWomen’s        World

tuna dip
Serves: 6
Ingredients
1 small onion, diced
1/2 cup light mayonnaise
1 t. low sodium soy sauce
1/8 teaspoon black pepper
1 stick celery, cut up
13 oz. tuna, drained

Instructions
Dice onion and celery, place in 

blender or food processor. Add may-
onnaise, pepper and soy sauce. Mix 
well. Drain tuna and add to mixture; 
turning machine on and off  mak-
ing sure mixture becomes a “grainy” 
consistency. Have a carrot ready to 
dip and taste. WARNING: Never 
dip with garlic bread--you’ll eat the 
whole loaf! YUM! Stores very well in 
a sealed Tupperware® container in 
the refrigerator.
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maGGiD ShiuR ToPic TimE locaTion

raBBi danieL eiSenBaCH Parsha Shabbos
5:00 Pm

avenue n Jewish center 
Corner ave n & east 4th

raBBi avroHom 
garFinKeL

megilas esther
Alternate 
wednesdays 
8:00 pm

congregation bnei israel 
3190 Bedford avenue

mrS. CHaYa ginZBerg Pirkei avos / mishlei Tuesdays
8:30 pm

bet Yakob Shul         
ocean Parkway & ave. r

raBBi david SuTTon inyanei d'Yoma Sunday 12:15 Strettiner bais medrash         
Bay Pkwy & ocean Pkwy

mrS. ivY KaLaZan Parsha
Tuesdays
9:45 am Elbogen                     

1069 east 24th Street

raBBi YoSeF 
KirSZenBerg

Parsha Tuesdays
7:30 - 8:30 pm

lubavitch Yeshiva                   
841 ocean Parkway (i & H)

raBBi moSHe Tuvia LieFF Power of Tefi llah
Alternate 
Tuesdays
8:30 pm

agudah bais binyomin                   
2913 avenue L

raBBi reuvain SCHarF orchos Tzadikim Shabbos
5:00 Pm

nshei lamed hay      
1456 e. 35 (KH - Flatlands)

raBBi YeCHieL Snow Parsha Shabbos
5:00 Pm

Young israel of 
midwood
718.253.6732

raBBi ZeCHariaH 
waLLerSTein

Parsha
wednesdays 
9:30 pm ohr naava                   

2201 east 23rd Street

raBBi aLPorT/gueST/
mrS. eSTHer wein

Shmuel aleph/
Parsha

Tuesday      
1:15-3:45 pm

chochmas noshim West 
1259 east 22nd (ave. L) 
718.801.2787

mrS. BreindY reiSS Sefer daniel 
Tuesday
8:00 - 9:15 pm 1552 east 21st Street 

(n&o)

mrS. SHira SmiLeS Parsha Sunday
10:00 am

Young israel of ave. L

mrS. viCKY Lew Sefer Shmos Tuesday
8:00 Pm

Young israel of bedford 
bay 2114 Brown Street (u& v)

mrS. CHanie LiBerov Parsha (Hebrew) monday
9:00 - 10:00 Pm

1369 east 31 Street (m&n) 
718.758.9441

raBBi dovid 
goLdwaSSer

derech Hashem wednesdays 
8:30 Pm

avenue o Synagogue,  
808 Avenue O

agudaH women 
oF FLaTBuSH

Parsha Shabbos
3:30 Pm

congregation Sfard
1575 Coney island ave.

reBBeTZin SHLomTZY 
weiSS

Thursday    
9:30 am

Simcha hall of khal bais 
Eluzer - 1516 east 24th

aLTernaTing SPeaKerS Pirkei Avos Shabbos     
5:30 Pm

cong. Tomchei Torah
1966 ocean ave, upstairs

raBBi dovid 
goLdwaSSer

Pirkei Avos Shabbos     
5:45-6:30 Pm

1143 east 19th Street

reBBeTZin eSTi reiSman Beiur Tefi lah Sunday 10:00 - 
10:45 am

Weinrib home
1919 Homecrest ave (S-T)

roTaTing magidei SHiur Beiur Tefi lah Sunday 10:15 - 
11:00 am

Weinreb home
103 Parkville Ave

mrS. CHaYa KaLaZan Beiur Tefi lah monday 9:35 - 
10:45 am

Eisenberger home
1334 east 27th St. (m-n)

mrS. SaraH maLKa Beiur Tefi lah wednesday 
1:45 - 2:15 Pm

benno home
418 Quentin road

raBBi meir goLdBerg Practical Halachos for 
the Kitchen/Home

Shabbos     
4:00 Pm

cong. adas Yeshurun
3418 Avenue N

Shuls & Speakers are welcome to submit shiurim to: editor@thefjj.com

Ladies Shiurim directory
Please contact individual Shiurim/Shuls to confi rm weekly schedule, which may vary.

cooking and houSekeeping 
advice from flatbuSh expertSWomen’s        World

Ask About Our Fun

Birthday Parties!

the little ballerina
 » For Girls Ages 4 and Up                        » Celebrating 32 Years!

1080 East 10th Street               (718) 951-1230

A Combination of
Ballet, Israeli Dance, Step,
Gymnastics and Aerobics.

IMPROVE POSTURE, POISE AND SELF-CONFIDENCE

* * *  I N D I V I D U A L I Z E D  A T T E N T I O N   |   F U L L Y  I N S U R E D  * * *

Call To Register For Our Sunday Classes
Classes are limited. Call Mati today!

Sessions Will Begin
Right After Sukkos

RELIABLE CLEANING SERVICES
Let us do the hiring for you:

FULL TIME/PART TIME  •  MAID SERVICES  •  JANITORIAL SERVICES
HOUSE KEEPING  •  MOVE IN/MOVE OUT CLEANING

RESIDENTIAL CLEANING  •  POST CONSTRUCTION CLEANING
COMMERCIAL CLEANING

BUSINESS HOURS: 8 AM TO 4 PM                                                                                                                          

CONTACT #: 718-676-9852 DORIT                                                                                                                                        
E-mail: ReliableServices110@gmail.com

FREE QUANTUM RESONANCE MAGNETIC ANALYZER TEST
When our health is not in good condition, our body will automatically give out certain alarms, such as 
easy fatigue, body aches, headaches, insomnia, lack of appetite, depression, anxiety, stress, fear, bad 
temper, palpitation, dizziness, inertia, and so on. People who have these symptoms are determined to be 
in sub-health condition.The test measures over 35 conditions in your body in just 2 minutes.

PLEASE cALL FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT .

YAFFA REGEv, NUTRITION CONSULTANT & HERBALIST.   www.yaff aslivingwell.com
718-627-3438 (Diet )  •  1322 east 14th street •  BrOOKLyn,  ny 11230
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Davening and ChiLdrearing
Often when I daven in the morning, my 

7-month-old baby gets cranky after being ig-
nored for 30 minutes. So while I’m davening 
Shemoneh Esrei, I will turn around to smile 
at him periodically.

Is this okay? Is it better chinuch to ignore 
him, or should I skip Pesukei DeZimrah so 
my davening will be shorter?

If you have an irritable 7-month-old, 
then 30 minutes is much too long for dav-
ening. Ideally, your child should see that 
when you daven, he can’t interrupt you. 
You have to make davening sacred in his 
mind.

One of the things you will want to 
teach your children is yiras Shamayim. 
When you stand before Hashem and talk 
to Him as if you were conversing with a 
very important person, you give your child 
the message that Hashem is real. If you en-
tertain your child in the middle of Shem-
oneh Esrei, you are indicating the opposite.

Daven the minimum and learn to talk 
to Hashem in your own words. When 
you’re preparing lunch or when the baby is 
sleeping, tell Hashem what’s in your heart 
and what’s going on in your life.

Ask Him for deveikus, ahavah, and 
yirah. Praise Him for all the good things 
you’ve experienced during the day. You 

won’t be able to do any extensive formal 
davening unless you’re very organized. 
Daven Birchos HaShachar including 
Birchos HaTorah. If necessary, you can fo-
cus on your child between berachos.

Try your best to say Baruch She’amar, 
Ashrei, Yishtabach, Shema, and Shemoneh 
Esrei. If you can’t because your children 
need you, you may omit everything until 
Shema. And if even that is   impossible be-
cause of your parental responsibilities, you 
can just say Ahavah Rabbah, since it

includes the three elements of tefillah: 
praise, request, and thanks. But whatever 
you can say, do it with feeling and devo-
tion, and let your child see this.

a ChiLd in a trouBLed faMiLy 
situation

My neighbor’s child spends hours at our 
house. I think they are a troubled family. 
Although she is very sweet, she can be de-
manding and sometimes takes away time 
that I would otherwise give to my own chil-
dren. Should I continue to welcome her?

If the child is not a negative influence 
on your children, it would be a very posi-
tive example for you to unconditionally 
give her a safe place whenever she needs it. 
I find it ironic when people ask, “If I give 
too much to others, isn’t it detracting from 

my own children?” Helping a child in need 
is teaching your children to emulate Avra-
ham Avinu, to be amudei chessed, and to 
cultivate a relationship with Hashem by 
imitating His ways of kindness.

Conversations With ChiLdren 
at BedtiMe

Children need structure, but they also 
need parents they can talk to. My children 
seem to want to talk to me about their daily 
adventures only after bedtime. Conversa-
tions such as these cannot be scheduled; 
their whole beauty is their spontaneity. But 
my children must go to sleep on time. I can’t 
let this become a way to manipulate me. Is 
there any advice you can offer?

Boy, are your kids smart! Of course 
they’re trying to manipulate you. I suspect 
that you’re trying to send them to bed too 
early, before they’re really tired. It’s very 
tempting to do this when you want some 
quiet time in the evening. Not all children 
need as much sleep as others. Sit in their 
room a bit and schmooze about the day. I’ve 
never heard anyone wax nostalgic about 
their childhood by saying, “Yes, we slept 
enough.” Don’t give up talking to them. It’s 
the most crucial part of chinuch.

When Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach 
was young, his family lived in abject pov-
erty, with barely enough food to go around. 
His father was very strict about bedtime, to 
keep their resistance to illness strong despite 
their lack of nutrition. Rav Shlomo Zalman 
would sneak out after his father left, go to 
the beis midrash and learn b’chavrusa with 
Rav Sholom Schwadron. When their eyelids 
drooped with fatigue, they would close their 
books and slip into the house to go to bed.

When Rav Shlomo Zalman would remi-
nisce about those days, he would say they 
were the sweetest years of his life. The mes-
sage here is, don’t sacrifice what’s memo-
rable and precious for sleep.

handLing ChutZPah in the Pre-
teen years

Can you give me guidelines on how to 
handle chutzpah in my growing children ages 
10 to 13? What should I say if my otherwise 
sweet daughter keeps saying to me, “I can do 
whatever I want”?

Should I force her to comply or teach her 
negotiation skills?

You not only have to teach her nego-
tiation skills, you also have to teach her the 
laws of kibbud av va’eim. Preferably your 
husband should show her these halachos in 
a sefer so that she sees that the same Hash-
em Who commanded us not to kill or steal, 
commanded us to treat our parents with 
respect. She has to see that you and your 
husband take these laws seriously in your 
relationship with your own parents.

If a child says, “I can do what I want,” 
you have to say, “Can you go to the store 
and take what you want without paying? 
Can you get on a bus and not pay the fare 
because you just feel like riding the bus?” 

Of course she will answer no, and you 
should ask her why. She will tell you that if 
she gets caught, she’ll be in big trouble and 
that the Torah forbids it. You have to then 
explain, “My dear child, the Torah does not 
allow you to behave with chutzpah. And if I 
care about you, I can’t allow you to contin-
ue acting this way, just like I can’t allow you 
to do anything else that will harm you.”

As children move toward adolescence 
they need greater autonomy.

So while you can’t tolerate chutzpah, 
you should foster opportunities for success 
by giving them more responsibilities. Let 
your child prepare a new salad for Shab-
bos or allow her to visit a friend without 
having a specific curfew. Inform her that 
you trust her to come back early enough 
to get a good night’s sleep. Convey to your 
child that you have confidence in her and 
that you see her as an adult. This should 
not change the fact that she must see you 
as a parent, just as you see your own par-
ents as parents.

Teaching your children negotiation 
skills is good because it is a respectful way 
of stating one’s needs in a way that the 
other person doesn’t lose out. But when it 
comes to your child dealing with you, this 
has to be presented as a way of fulfilling 
kibbud av, not as a way of manipulating a 
parent into doing what the child wants.

When Brothers fight
My sons, aged 10 and 7, are very different 

in temperament and personality. They often 
get on each other’s nerves and can be pretty 
awful to each other. This is really an issue, 
because they walk to school together. Should 
I try to keep them separate in order to avoid 
conflict, or should I insist that they continue 
to spend time together and resign myself to 
having to referee their arguments until they 
mature?

Obviously you can’t totally separate 
your sons, because by Hashem’s providence 
they are brothers. However, you don’t have 
to discourage them from having outside 
friendships. You can schedule play dates 
with their friends and take each of them to 
different homes to spend time. This could 
mean a lot of chauffeuring about for you, 
but it will get you some peace of mind.

In any event, what you have to do is set 
down basic rules of behavior that you will 
enforce. This includes no hitting, no name 
calling, and no taking or breaking things 
that belong to the other. These rules may 
not make them the best of pals, but at least 
it will lead them to behave more civilly to 
each other.

In the beginning, you will probably have 
to do a lot of policing, lecturing, and pun-
ishing until they understand that your rules 
are non-negotiable. Things will get better, 
but until they do, it’s worth putting your ef-
fort into educating your children that get-
ting along is a must not only in school with 
friends, but even more so at home with 
siblings.

The Balancing Act
Rebbetzin Tziporah heller, with permission from artscroll/mesorah Our Lives as Mothers
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Let’s Get Real
	   M r s .  L e b a  S c h w e b e l

In this week’s Torah reading, Parshas 
Lech Lecha, Hashem commands Avraham          
” Lech Lecha meartzecha, memoladetcha 
umibais avicha “ Go for yourself, from your 
land, your birthplace and from your father’s 
home, “el haaretz asher areka” unto the land 
that I will show you.

Reb Noach Weinberg zt”l  speaks vol-
umes about this possuk and how it relates to 
us in our lives. There seem to be redundan-
cies, and repetitions in this possuk and yet 
we know that there is not one extra word or 
letter, for that matter, in the Torah! So what 
does this possuk come to teach us?

Lech Lecha, go for yourself. Rashi shares 
the interpretation that it is for your own 
good. Often, we are directed to do some-
thing and it doesn’t seem to be for our best, 
and yet Hashem is saying to Avraham, and 
in turn to us: I want you to be great. I want 
you to grow and be the best person you can 
be, and often times that means you have to 
make a move. Our whole existence is based 
upon our ability to grow, to change, to be-
come better people and we cannot grow if 
we become stagnant and complacent. So 
go for yourself, make a change, it’s for your 
good. 

Meartzecha , leave your land. Don’t we 
get mighty comfortable where we are? Why 

is Avraham commanded to leave his land? 
He knows the language, he has a success-
ful business, he knows his way around. Why 
does he have to leave? When we get com-
fortable in our surroundings, we don’t take 
time to introspect and delve into how we 
can better ourselves. In order to grow and 
develop we need to leave our old mindsets 
and our comfort zone. Take any mitzvah, 
as an example. If you placed some thought 
into how you perform the mitzvah, you 
might discover that you do it a certain way, 
“because that’s how I’ve always done it!” 
or because “Everybody does it that way! 
“ Study more about the mitzvah, and you 
may discover that there is a better way to 
perform the mitzvah and your new under-
standing will allow you to focus better on 
the mitzvah. When I started delving deeper 
into understanding tefilla, my tefilla experi-
ence changed markedly. I was able to con-
centrate on the prayers because I began to 
understand some of the concepts behind 
the words and their meanings. This work 
doesn’t stop. The amount of knowledge that 
we can attain is infinite, and accepting the 
fact that we can always learn more, is the 
first step to change.

Memoladetcha, from your birthplace. 
Don’t these words seem redundant? Avra-

ham has already been commanded to leave 
his home, why mention the birthplace? The 
answer lies in the fact that where you are 
born makes a tremendous impact on your 
outlook towards life and your behavior. Let’s 
face it, we are New Yorkers! We may live in 
a Jewish community in Flatbush, but don’t 
they say: “You can take someone out of New 
York, but you can’t take New York out of the 
person? “ Where we come from makes a 
huge difference in our makeup. Whether 
you are from South Africa, Argentina, Eng-
land, or New York, where you are born, de-
fines you in many ways. Sometimes those 
ways are not for your best and need re-ex-
amining. I spent a summer in Seattle many 
years ago and I shopped in a local super-
market. As I waited on line, the cashier very 
leisurely passed each item from one end of 
the conveyor belt to the next, at a pace that 
was as slow as molasses. I remember stand-
ing there feeling very impatient. “Hurry up 
already! “ I thought. As I gazed around the 
store I noticed that everyone else was also 
going at that pace! My cashier wasn’t going 
slowly, that was the accepted and normal 
pace for Seattle. I was the one that needed 
to adapt! I realized, then and there, that per-
haps I had to use this opportunity to work 
on my patience. Who said rushing is the 
right way? 

And then Avraham is commanded 
to leave mibeis avicha, to leave his fathers 
home. Why should I have to leave my par-
ents home? It’s a good home ! Often times, 
staying in the comfort of your parents 

home, doesn’t allow you to stretch yourself. 
This doesn’t mean we should G-d forbid 
reject what we learned at home, but rather, 
we should internalize those lessons and 
raise our own expectations for ourselves. 
As parents, we often set certain standards 
and expectations for our children that they 
may or may not live up to. The dynamics in 
each home are complex and diverse and yet, 
although we mean well, we often times can 
be stilted by those very mindsets. 

In one psychological experiment, some 
teachers were told that certain students 
scored well on IQ tests before they entered 
their class. It was not true information. But 
at the end of the year the children who were 
thought of by their teachers as being super 
bright, ended up doing markedly better 
than their classmates. Their teachers had 
higher expectations of them, gave them 
more attention and praise as they demand-
ed more from them and they, in turn, per-
formed better. How can we demand more 
of ourselves? This missive directed at all of 
us, demands that we raise the bar for our-
selves in every area of our lives.

And finally, why doesn’t Hashem tell 
Avraham where he is going to go? Why say 
“unto the land that I will show you?” We are 
each on a unique and spiritual path. We 
each ultimately come from a different place 
and as individuals, Hashem, lovingly, shows 
each one of us the way, and leads us…step 
by step… on our unique journey. Let’s take 
the lessons of Lecha Lecha this week and 
take some real steps in the right direction!

Graco Pack N Play 
Element
$140 $99 

Britax Marathon 70-G3 
$220  $165

Bumbleride Indie
Twin Stroller
$650 $475

516.941.8075 | www.discountbabycare.com
discountbabycare@gmail.com

DISCOUNT BABY CARE

Graco Snugride 35 
$142   $110

Britax B-Agile Double 
Stroller $337 $275

SEE OUR 

WEBSITE 

FOR ALL 

PRODUCTS!

FREE DELIVERY!

If you don’t see what you want
           call & ask for it! 

4 Moms Mamaroo 
Swing  $200  $160

Pampers $38
 swaddlers size 1 (234)
size 2 (204)
size 3 (174)
cruisers size 3 (186)
size 4 (160)
size 5 (140)

SALE

Huggies
snug & dry size 1 (258)

$40 
little snugglers size 1 (234)

$38

Peg Perego 5/70
$329  $200

SALE



IS YOUR BABY REALLY SAFE?

Did you know over 80% of car seats are installed incorrectly?

(CPST) ON STAFF everyday to help train, educate, and install your 
car seat for you; FREE OF CHARGE*! That way you can relax 
knowing your little bundle of joy is safe and secure.  
 

 

3015 Avenue J
Brooklyn, NY 11210

718-676-1748
www.babysden.com

WE DO FULL SALES AND RENTALS OF BREASTPUMPS AND ACCESSORIES.
*Disclaimer: Must present coupon for discount. Sale items cannot be combined with any other coupon or discount.  While supplies last!

eb
er

gd
es

ig
n@

gm
ai

l.c
om

Hours:
Sunday: 11am - 6pm

M-Thus: 10am - 7pm
Friday: 10am - 4pm

We carry most other brands including: 4Moms, Avent, Baby Jogger, Boon, Bloom, Bugaboo, Cybex, JJ Cole, Mamas & Papas, 
Medela, Melissa & Doug, Mustella, Orbit, Petunia Pickle Bottom, Skip Hop, Stokke, UPP, A Baby, Valco Baby and much more! 

COUPON COUPON COUPON

GET A FREE CPST 
CAR SEAT 

INSTALLATION 
WITH THE 

PURCHASE OF ANY 
CAR SEAT*

$10 OFF 
ANY PURCHASE 

OVER $50.00*

GET A FREE 
MEMORY FOAM 

STROLLER LINER 
WITH THE 

PURCHASE OF ANY 
STROLLER!*

Expires 10/31/2013

Expires 10/31/2013

Expires 10/31/2013 Expires 10/31/2013
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Fresh off brokering a deal to place Syr-
ian chemical weapons under international 
control, Russia has reasserted itself as a 
Middle East power player, hearkening 
back to the days of its Cold War status. 
Israel, meanwhile, enjoys much stronger 
bilateral relations with Russia than it did 
during the Soviet era. But will Russia’s me-
teoric rise in the region change the nature 
of that relationship?

Observers point to Russia’s long-stand-
ing support for the regime of Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad, close contact with 
Iran, and veto power on the U.N. Security 
Council as examples of its attempt to un-
dermine U.S. supremacy in the Middle 
East for the sake of its own strategic goals. 
Russia often seems to say one thing and 
do another, critics of the country say, a 
fact that is also reflected in its surprisingly 
strong—though complex—relationship 
with Israel.

Russian President Vladimir Putin once 
warned Israel of an impending Syrian 
poison gas attack, and Israel was the first 
country he visited after he was first elected. 
At the time, Putin spoke of how pleased he 
was to visit a country where more than a 
million Russian-speakers reside. But when 
it came to the recent Syrian chemical 
weapons crisis, Israeli-Russian relations 
weren’t as cordial.

“We’ve asked the Russians to stop sup-
plying certain kinds of weapons to the re-
gion. We didn’t always get the answer we 
wanted,” Israeli Deputy Defense Minister 
Danny Dannon told JNS.

In September, Russia unexpectedly 
capitalized on U.S. Secretary of State John 
Kerry’s comment that the confiscation of 
Syrian chemical weapons would prevent 
U.S. military action against the Assad re-
gime, immediately pitching a plan to place 
the chemical weapons under internation-
al control just as U.S. President Barack 
Obama was preparing to seek congressio-
nal approval for an attack on Syria.

Tatiana Karasova, head of the depart-
ment of Israeli and Jewish Community 
Studies at the Institute of Oriental Studies 
of the Academy of Sciences of the Russian 
Federation, told JNS that a U.S. attack on 
Syria—which never materialized—would 
have been “a painful blow for Russia, as 
it would manifest as evidence of Russia’s 
weakness, its inability to save its strategic 
ally.” An attack “would have completely 
destroyed its authority in the Middle East 
and consequently its image of a global 
power,” she added.

“The idea of putting Syrian chemical 
weapons under international control gives 
a chance to prevent an American aerial at-
tack on Syria, and would allow Russia and 
the U.S. to finally reach points of agree-
ment,” Karasova wrote in an email inter-
view that was translated from Russian.

Prior to its Syria initiative, Russia uti-
lized its veto power on the U.N. Security 
Council to oppose efforts by Western pow-

ers to levy heavy sanctions on the Syrian 
regime. 

To date, Russia’s Mideast alliances have 
not prevented it from cooperating with 
Israel in the areas of the economy, diplo-
macy, armaments, science, culture, and 
education, among other fields—a marked 
change in policy regarding the Jewish state 
that began two decades ago. 

In the wake of the 1967 Six-Day War, 
the Soviet Union had cut off diplomatic re-
lations with Israel. From that time through 
the early 1990s, the relationship between 
Russia and Israel was marred by “a legacy 
of mutual misunderstanding, mutual de-
monizing representations and the absolute 
lack of objective information” in each na-
tion about the other, Karasova said. 

Russia’s intolerance of Israel also ex-
tended to Russia’s own Jewish community. 
Even toward the end of the Soviet regime, 
there was still “extraordinary hatred and 
anti-Semitism that pervaded every single 
aspect of the Soviet administration,” said 
Isi Leibler, an international Jewish leader 
who was deeply active in Russia at the 
time. Leibler was arrested and expelled 
from Russia in 1980 but was later invited 
back, launching the first Jewish cultural 
center in the Soviet Union. 

Under the presidency of Boris Yeltsin, 
the Russian government began to normal-
ize Russian-Israeli relations. Later, Putin 
began a transition to a pragmatic policy 
and economic diplomacy, resulting in 
friendly relations with both Arab states 
and Israel. 

But that doesn’t mean current Russian-
Israeli relations should be seen in a vacu-
um, according to Karasova.

“It’s no secret that Russian-Israeli bilat-
eral relations still depend on the level of 
Russian-Syrian, Russian-Iranian and Rus-
sian-Palestinian relations. This is why rela-
tions between Russia and Israel can only 
be explained in the context of a broader 
regional strategy,” she said.

Putin sees Israel as a nation with high 
economic, military, scientific, and tech-
nical potential, with close ties to global 
major powers. Russia also has common 
social and humanization interests with 
the Jewish community in Russia, and with 
the Russian-Jewish community in Israel. 
In fact, along with a change of attitude 
towards Israel, there has also been a sig-

nificant change in the modern Russian 
government’s attitude about its own Jew-
ish community. 

“Putin himself has repeatedly expressed 
his extremely negative attitude toward an-
ti-Semitism in all its forms,” Karasova said.

According to Mark Levin, executive di-
rector of the National Conference on So-
viet Jewry (NCSJ), Russian Jews are now 
“not dealing with state-sponsored anti-
Semitism, which is a big shift.” The fact 
that a million Russian Jews immigrated to 
Israel in the 1990s and now reside in the 
Jewish state “had an impact not only inter-
nally, but on how Russians and the Russian 
government view Israel,” he said. 

“It doesn’t mean all the problems have 
disappeared... but [Russia] is a much dif-
ferent country than once existed 25-30 
years ago,” Levin said.

Statements Putin made about his pride 
regarding Israel’s Russian-Jewish commu-
nity “would never ever have been made 
by his Soviet predecessors,” according to 
Leibler. But while Putin “doesn’t dislike 
Jews,” it is also important to consider that 
the Russian president is “not a philo-Sem-
ite,” he told JNS

Russia and Israel still have different at-
titudes regarding the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. Russian political cooperation 
with Israel’s traditional opponents, par-
ticularly Iran and Syria, continues to be a 
factor, as is Israel’s tendency to fear Russia’s 
political and financial instability.

The fact that Russia also maintains its 
support for the Palestinians in United Na-
tions votes is not as significant an issue 
as Russia’s relationship with Iran, Leibler 
said, noting that most European nations 
and Asian countries like India also vote in 
favor of the Palestinians. Yet overall, it is 
a “big mistake” to suggest that Israel and 
Russia are allies, Leibler believes.

“The American people and the Ameri-
can congress do have shared interests with 
Israel. I can’t say that those shared interests 
with Russia would apply in any way in a 
similar basis,” he said.

Back in the days when Russia and Is-
rael had no diplomatic relations, the Soviet 
Union was a major benefactor for Syria, 
along with Egypt and Iraq, in their wars 
against Israel, noted Dmitry Trenin, direc-
tor of the Moscow Center at the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace. 

When Egypt switched its allegiance to 
the U.S. following the 1973 Yom Kippur 
War, Russia kept its close ties with Syrian 
President Hafez al-Assad, Bashar’s father. 
To this day, Russia maintains a naval base 
in the Syrian port city of Tartus, conve-
niently located within the heartland of 
Assad’s Alawite sect.

More recently, the Syrian civil war has 
become “a huge problem for Russia, as 
well as others, generating more extrem-
ism in the region which can spill over well 
beyond the Middle East,” Trenin told JNS 
Russia has backed Assad, believing that 
despite his misgivings, he remains a better 
alternative than the Islamist rebel groups 
or worse. 

“[Russian leaders] thought Israel had 
been better off with a dictator next door 
who had not fired a shot in their direction 
in nearly four decades,” Trenin said.

Although Israel has attempted to stay 
out of the Syrian civil war, Israeli Ambas-
sador to the U.S. Michael Oren told The 
Jerusalem Post in mid-September that the 
Jewish state “always wanted Bashar Assad 
to go” and “always preferred the bad guys 
who weren’t backed by Iran to the bad guys 
who were backed by Iran.” 

Despite Assad’s ties to Iran and to 
Hezbollah, Trenin told JNS that Russia 
may actually be more concerned with the 
growth of Sunni extremism, particularly in 
Chechnya in the north Caucasus moun-
tains, where Russia has been fighting Al-
Qaeda-linked extremists such as the Cau-
casus Emirate for decades.

In fact, Russia may not have a stellar 
reputation in other parts of the Middle 
East. Arab Gulf leaders have historically 
criticized Russia’s policies in Chechnya 
and are distrustful of Russian ties with 
Shi’a Iran. 

Russia is using its involvement in the 
Middle East to uphold “the world order 
based on national sovereignty and the 
U.N. Security Council’s supremacy in mat-
ters of the use of force, checking Islamist 
extremism, and achieving equality in Rus-
sia’s own relations with the United States,” 
Trenin said.

“Essentially, Russia’s position on Syria 
is not about Syria,” he said.

Leibler believes that the Russian chem-
ical weapons plan “has in a sense created 
an environment throughout the world of 
a declining American power [and] has 
brought the Russians back in a much 
stronger way in the Middle East,” in part 
due to the lack of resolve on the part of the 
Obama administration.

Russia can only strengthen its alle-
giance with Israel “by being on the same 
page on what Israel considers its most im-
portant issues,” according to NCSJ’s Levin. 
That is not the case right now, he said, as 
the Russians are motivated by their quest 
to seek an upper hand over America in the 
region.

“They like to poke the United States in 
the eye,” Levin said.

Russia’s Meteoric Mideast Rise, And What It Means For Israel 
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The Palestinian Fatah party praised the shoot-
ing of 9-year-old Israeli girl Noam Glick on its 
Facebook page, Palestinian Media Watch reported.

“The sniper of Palestine was here,” Fatah posted. 
“He saluted Hebron, and rested in El-Bireh. He left 
the signature of [real] men in different parts of the 
homeland. He saluted and left, and moved on to a 
different place, with a new signature, as he tells the 
stories of those who love the homeland.”

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said 
in reaction to both the Glick shooting and a recent 
rise in Palestinian terror attacks that as long as “in-
citement continues in the Palestinian media,” the Pal-
estinian Authority “cannot evade responsibility for 
these incidents.”

JNS

An apparent antidote to the 
anti-Israel Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) movement is com-
ing from a once unlikely source. 
Chinese magnate Li Ka-Shing, 
among Asia’s richest businessmen, 
recently donated $130 million to 
Israel’s Technion University, as part 
of a joint venture with Shantou Uni-
versity that will establish the Tech-
nion Guangdong Institute of Technology (TGIT).  

The gift, one of the largest ever to an Israeli university, 
is indicative of a pervasive deepening in the connection 
between Israel and one of the world’s emerging powers, 
China. This is the first time a school from any other coun-
try has been invited to establish an entirely new academic 
college based in China.

In addition to the $130 million gift to Technion, for 
strengthening Technion’s home campus in Haifa, Guang-
dong Province will invest approximately $150 million to 
develop the new Technion Guangdong campus. 

“While academics around the world are attempting 
to damage Israel’s economy with calls for boycotts and 
divestment, it is the Chinese who see the inherent value 
in Israeli ingenuity, innovation and education,” Carice 
Witte, executive director of Sino-Israel Global Network 
and Academic Leadership (SIGNAL), an institute work-
ing to advance Israel-China relations, told JNS.

“Economic stability is one of China’s main goals. They 
view this collaboration as an investment in their own fu-
ture,” Witte said.

Over the past several years, China has demonstrated 
a growing interest in Israel’s technological contributions, 
particularly in the areas of water conservation and purifi-
cation, agriculture, air quality and alternative energy. Fur-
ther, multiple Chinese universities have established Israel 
Studies Centers. The development of such study centers is 
a strategic asset for Israel, as top Chinese academics often 
serve as advisors to top government officials. 

At the same time, American campuses are seeing sig-
nificant anti-Israel activity, including the annual “Israel 
Apartheid Week.” Over the past decade, many leading 
universities have accepted multi-million dollar donations 
from philanthropists in Muslim-majority nations, most 
notably Saudi Arabia, to establish Middle Eastern studies 
programs that many Jewish groups criticize for an alleged 
anti-Israel bias. Last month, a map used in an Arabic lan-
guage course at San Diego State University labeled all of 
the Jewish state’s territory as “Palestine,” before it was re-
placed with a map that included Israel.

Academics at American universities are among the lead-
ers of those calling for divestment from Israel, in addition to 
expressing other anti-Israel sentiments. University of Penn-
sylvania professor Ian Lustick in September wrote a contro-
versial New York Times op-ed calling for a one-state solution 
to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, under which Israel “may 
no longer exist as the Jewish and democratic vision of its 
Zionist founders.” Last summer, the University of California 
(UC) Board of Regents voted in Sadia Saifuddin, a leading 
BDS activist, as a student regent. Additionally, several student 
governments in the UC system have passed resolutions call-
ing for their schools to divest from Israel.

According to Witte, China’s investment in Israel is nei-
ther political nor ideological, but rather a practical invest-
ment in China’s own economic and social interests.

“China wants to make the transition from being a 
manufacturing power to becoming innovators, and they 
believe that the Israeli innovative spirit can help them ac-
complish that goal,” Witte said.

Technion President Peretz Lavie wrote in a letter to 
alumni, “A number of leading universities from the U.S., 

U.K. and Australia have al-
ready launched academic 
programs in China, but the 
Technion is the first univer-
sity whose China campus and 
operation will be fully funded 
by Chinese resources.”

“With this agreement 
the Technion has taken an-
other major step forward in 
our quest to become one of 

the top leading science and technology universities in 
the world,” Lavie wrote. “Together with our partnership 
with Cornell in the Jacobs Technion-Cornell Innovation 
Institute in New York City, and other strategic interna-
tional collaborations, the Technion has become a world 
renowned powerhouse in science, technology and inno-
vation—and this is manifesting itself east and west.”

In September, Technion was cited by Bloomberg 
Rankings as the world’s seventh leading university—the 
only university in the top 10 outside the U.S.

Undergraduate and graduate students at the new facility in 
Guangdong Province will receive their degrees from Technion.

In addition to the new university campus, a nearby a 
technological park will be built to “serve as a bridgehead 
for Israeli companies interested in the Chinese market,” 
according to Lavie.

Ka-Shing, the Chinese investor, held a significant in-
vestment in the Israeli start-up Waze, a social-based GPS 
app that provides real-time changes in traffic conditions 
and anticipated travel times. Google recently purchased 
Waze for nearly $1 billion. Funds earned by Ka-Shing in 
the sale contributed to the Technion investment.

Speaking at a ceremony in Tel Aviv Sunday marking the 
joint venture, Ka-Shing stated, “In a world of fluid bound-
aries, the transformative power of technology waves like 
a magic wand, bringing new models and opportunities to 
many frontiers and generating new solutions to entrenched 
problems, but we all know the wands are only as powerful as 
the wizards who use them, and the magic comes from the 
genius within.”

“Our responsibility is to invest in education to unlock 
that genius and enable the continuing realization of hu-
man potential, building a society rich in knowledge and 
securing a sustainable quality of life for all. Failing to do 
so amounts to a crime against the future,” Ka-Shing said.

“When you combine the innovation and entrepreneurial 
spirit of Israel with the unbelievable scale of China, you have 
a great partnership,” Lavie added. “We hope that by combin-
ing our research methodologies with the scale and resources 
of China, we will create a major research institute that will 
help not only China and Israel, but also mankind in general.”

Witte told JNS that the most significant aspect of the 
deal is that the Technion “offers a uniquely effective way 
of marrying Israeli innovation and creativity with Chi-
nese commercialization and manufacturing capabilities 
to build a new engine for development.”

The Israeli government has recently invested signifi-
cant energy in strengthening the Israel-China relation-
ship, particularly as the U.S. economy remains muddled 
in recession, and American government debt threatens 
ongoing financial aid for Israel. This past month, Israel 
expressed a willingness to waive $55 million in financial 
commitments from the U.S. for the Arrow Missile De-
fense System.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu; Industry, 
Trade and Labor Minister Naftali Bennett; and Strategic 
Affairs Minister Yuval Steinitz have all made recent trips 
to China to nurture the relationship. The deal with Ka-
Shing and Guangdong Province may prove to be just the 
first of many large investments.

JNS

Nine-year-old Noam Glick was wounded in a 
terror attack in Psagot, a Judea and Samaria com-
munity located north of Jerusalem and adjacent to 
the Palestinian city of Ramallah. She was rushed 
to the Shaare Zedek Medical Center in Jerusalem 
in serious-to-moderate condition, suffering from a 
gunshot wound to her chest. Her condition eventu-
ally stabilized.

It was unclear whether Glick was shot by a ter-
rorist who had infiltrated the community or by a 
sniper from nearby Ramallah. Glick described the 
perpetrator as “a man wearing a black wool cap,” Is-
rael Hayom reported.

“We have enjoyed peace and quiet for years. This 
is a difficult time for us,” said David Tzviel, spokes-
man for Psagot.
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U.S. State Department offi  cial Wendy Sherman, America’s lead 
negotiator with Iran, recommended that the U.S. Senate hold off  
on additional Iranian sanctions before scheduled Western talks 
with Iran on Oct. 15 in Geneva, Reuters reported.

Republican senators, however, slammed Sherman and said 
they plan to go ahead with Iran sanctions regardless of negotia-
tions.

“Th e State Department should not aid and abet a European 
appeasement policy by pressuring the Senate to delay sanctions 
while the world’s leading sponsor of terrorism races toward a 
nuclear weapons capability,” U.S. Sen. Mark Kirk (R-IL), a leading 
advocate of sanctions, said in a statement.

In an interview with Charlie Rose of PBS, Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu said that all Iran sanctions should be 
maintained.

“Th e policy should be not to let Iran… wiggle away with a 
partial deal in which they make cosmetic concessions, you lift  the 
sanctions or part of them. Once you do that, the sanction regime 
can collapse,” Netanyahu said.

JNS

 New reports 
from the Pew 
Research Cen-
ter and Brandeis 
U n i v e r s i t y ’ s 
Steinhardt So-
cial Research 
Institute (SSRI) 
peg the Jewish 
population of the 
United States at 
6.7 million and 
6.8 million, re-
spectively.

Pew’s Religion 
and Public Life 
Project  released 
“A Portrait of 
Jewish Americans,” based on a survey of 3,475 Jews 
from Feb. 20 to June 13, 2013. Th e report estimated 
that there are 6.7 million Jews in the U.S., and that 
78 percent of that population identifi es as Jewish by 
religion, as opposed to by background or other cri-
teria. A day earlier, SSRI released “American Jewish 
Population Estimates: 2012,” which concluded that 
there are 6.8 million American Jews, with about 81 
percent identifying as Jewish by religion. 

Prof. Leonard Saxe, SSRI’s director and the new 
report’s co-author, had estimated in December 2011 
that the U.S. Jewish population was 6.4 million. 
Amid the release of the new fi gures, Saxe said the 

population in-
crease as well 
as the stabili-
zation of the 
number of 
those identi-
fying as Jew-
ish by religion 
(1.8 percent 
of the total 
A m e r i c a n 
p o p u l a t i o n , 
according to 
SSRI) could be 
interpreted as 
either a posi-
tive or nega-
tive narrative, 
being that 
s y n a g o g u e 

membership and engagement with other Jewish 
institutions have not risen at the same rate as the 
Jewish population. 

“You can either say, ‘Wow, this is a problem,’ or 
you can say, ‘Th is is an opportunity for the Jewish 
community,’” Saxe told JNS.

SSRI’s new data said that 24 percent of American 
Jews are 65 or older. More than 20 percent live in the 
state of New York, followed by 14 percent in Califor-
nia, 12 percent in Florida, 8 percent in New Jersey, 
and 5 percent each in Massachusetts and Pennsyl-
vania. SSRI also unveiled an interactive map of the 
U.S. Jewish population.

JNS

Th e desert-heavy 
U.S. state’s gover-
nor, Brian Sandoval, 
is planning a trip 
to Israel’s Negev in 
October to learn 
more about indoor 
farming, and how 
using Israeli technol-
ogy could rejuvenate 
Nevada’s lackluster 
farming industry.

Nevada, which suff ers from a lack of water and farmable 
terrain, has only 40 acres of indoor farming statewide. Israel, 
meanwhile, has historically adapted to chronic water shortages.

“One of the prominent areas of mutual interest is water man-
agement,” explained Uri Resnick, deputy consul general of Israel 
to the Southwest United States, Jspace.com reported.

Nevada is already in contact with Israel’s national water com-
pany, Mekorot, to learn more about techniques for water qual-
ity and security, waste water and recycled water, hydrology, and 
joint research and technological development.

JNS

Knesset Foreign Aff airs and Defense Committee 
Chairman Avigdor Lieberman compared an edito-
rial by Th e New York Times that was critical of Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s U.N. address to a 
headline published in September 1938 that praised 
the Munich Agreement for granting Adolf Hitler 
“less than his Sudeten demands.”

Avigdor Lieberman, in the pictured Facebook 
post,  juxtaposed a clipping of a 1938 New York 
Times headline on the failed anti-war pact between 
Germany and Britain with the recent New York 
Times editorial accusing Benjamin Netanyahu of 
“sabotaging diplomacy” with Iran. Credit: Facebook.

“Today, Th e New York Times attacked Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu for his speech, say-
ing he was inciting to war and thwarting chances 
of peace with Iran,” Lieberman wrote on his Face-
book page. “In 1938 the very same New York Times 
reported with excitement at the peace deal between 
Britain and Nazi Germany, over how Hitler got less 
than what he demanded. ... How did this ‘peace deal’ 
sit with the Nazi dictator—we all know. So of course 
it is preferable to stand up for the State of Israel’s 
crucial interests, and [it is preferable] for Th e New 

York Times to attack you than it is to end up like 
Czechoslovakia in 1938.”

Th e Munich Agreement was a settlement that 
permitted Nazi Germany to annex parts of Czecho-
slovakia along the German border. Lieberman at-
tached a clipping of the 1938 headline, along with 
a picture of “historic European peace meeting,” jux-
taposed alongside the recent editorial about Netan-
yahu’s speech. 

Th e Times editorial accused Netanyahu of “sab-
otaging diplomacy” and said the prime minister was 
“eager for a fi ght.”

“Mr. Netanyahu has legitimate reasons to be 
wary of any Iranian overtures, as do the United 
States and the four other major powers involved in 
negotiations over Iran’s nuclear program,” the Times 
wrote. “But it could be disastrous if Mr. Netanyahu 
and his supporters in Congress were so blinded by 
distrust of Iran that they exaggerate the threat, block 
President Obama from taking advantage of new 
diplomatic openings and sabotage the best chance 
to establish a new relationship since the 1979 Irani-
an revolution sent American-Iranian relations into 
the deep freeze.”
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rav pam’s Thoughts 
Let me share Rav Pam’s words during a 

similar time of danger. He said that those 
who seek to harm us can be compared to 
the frogs in Egypt during the makkah of 
tzifardaya. As you know, the Egyptians 
hit the frogs. Each time they hit a frog, it 
turned into two and then two became four 
and four became eight, and so they multi-
plied and multiplied and multiplied. Hit-
ting them accomplished nothing positive 
for the Egyptians, but simply increased 
their suff ering.

Th e fact is that, although we are re-
quired to engage in hishtadlus, to do 
whatever we can to fi ght back against our 
enemies to protect ourselves, when a ter-
rorist is killed, two more appear. If we kill 
four hundred, four thousand, even forty 
thousand, what have we gained? What 
does that do for us? Tomorrow there will 
be eighty thousand! 

Killing our enemies is not going to 
save the day. Finally, Paroh realized the 
same thing. So what did he do? He called 
for Moshe and pleaded, “Pray for me, and 
the frogs will be removed from me and my 
nation!”

You want to get rid of the frogs? Daven! 
Only tefi llah will do it. Our salvation too, 
is not with the tanks, but with our prayers. 

For a long time, the government strug-
gled with suicide bombers on buses in Je-
rusalem. Th ere was no logical way to stop 

it. Attempts were made; there was hishtad-
lus. Finally, Baruch Hashem, it quieted 
down. Why? Can someone tell me why it 
stopped? It wasn’t anything political and it 
wasn’t anything military. Klal Yisrael dav-
ened and it stopped. People talk about po-
litical solutions, military

solutions. At the end of the day, it is up 
to us, those who beseech Hashem.

a Time To Cry 
I heard a precious vort related to Para-

shas Vayechi. When Yosef reveals himself 
to his brothers, he falls upon Binyamin’s 
neck, weeping. Binyamin wept upon Yo-
sef ’s neck. Chazal tell us that Yosef cried 
over the vision of the destruction of the 
two Mikdashos that would be in the ter-
ritory of Binyamin. Binyamin cried about 
the destruction of the Mishkan at Shiloh 
that would take place in the territory of 
Yosef.

Why did each one cry over his brother’s 
loss and not over his own? Why didn’t each 
brother cry about the destruction that 
would take place within his own boundar-
ies as well? Th e answer is an important les-
son. When the destruction is in your own 
boundaries, roll up your sleeves and work 
— do your hishtadlus. When the tzarah is 
in someone else’s land — weep!

Th ose in Eretz Yisrael must do their 
hishtadlus as well as daven. For those of us 
in America, our only hishtadlus is to cry 
out, to shed a tear, to weep!

In 1967, an American bachur was 
learning in the shiur of Rav Nochum in 
the Mirrer Yeshivah. As it became appar-
ent that there would be a war, he asked Rav 
Nochum whether to return to the States. 
Rav Nochum said “Stay here. If you go 
back to the States, you will lose an oppor-
tunity to shteig.”

His parents compelled him to return to 
America. Baruch Hashem, in June of 1967 
there was an incredible yeshuah, the likes 
of which we hope will be repeated in our 
time.

When this bachur returned to Rav 
Nochum, he apologized and said, “Please 
know that I continued to shteig. I went to 
yeshivah in America every day and I kept 
up with whatever you were learning in 
Eretz Yisrael.”

Reb Nochum replied, “No! I didn’t 
mean shteiging from the Gemara. I meant 
shteiging from the air raid sirens, shteiging 
from the fear of death; using that to bring 
you closer to the Ribbono shel Olam. Th at is 
the precious opportunity that you missed.”

Ais tzarah he l’Yaakov; it is a time of 
danger. It is our hope and tefi llah that the 
yeshuah will come quickly. But we hope 
and pray for more; that we will shteig from 
the situation, that we will have kavanah in 
our davening, that “sim shalom” will mean 
something in our Shemoneh Esrei, today 
and tomorrow.

In Shemoneh Esrei, the berachah “Re’eh 
Nah” refers to diffi  culties within the Galus. 

Here, we should insert a prayer for suc-
cess in the war in Eretz Yisrael. Take your 
siddur and insert a little piece of paper at 
“Re’eh Nah,” so that even if you daydream, 
you will wake up when you get to this be-
rachah.

Insert a prayer — “Anna Hashem 
hagen al acheinu Bnei Yisrael sh’b’Eretz 
Yisrael, u’befrat be’dorom Eretz Yisrael, 
v’hanilchamim b’Uzzah — We beseech you, 
Hashem, protect our brothers, the Bnei

Yisrael, in Eretz Yisrael, especially those 
in the communities in the south and those 
doing battle in Gaza.” Add these words, or 
use your own words, preferably in lashon 
hakodesh.

Th e yeshuah will come. Th e danger will 
pass. Let us be proud to look back and feel 
that we, like Rav Nochum, grew from the 
experience.

Pathways of the Prophets
rabbi yiSroel reiSman, with permission from artscroll/mesorah Israel at War
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The savory smell of cholent 
greets us as we awaken on Shab-
bos morning. The word “cholent” 
was coined by the progenitors of 
Ashkenazic Jewry who settled in 
the Alsace region of France, over 
12 centuries ago, and likely derives 
from the Old French word chalant 
meaning heat. Cholent covers an 
array of concoctions, ranging from 
the typical potatoes, meat, barley, 
beans and onions, to avant-garde 
vegetarian and simple Pesachdik 
versions; every household has its 
‘secret’ ingredient.  Whatever one 
calls it and however they prepare 
it, whether Sefardic chamim or 
German gruenkern, it is crucial to 
adhere to halacha while delight-
ing in this permanent fixture of 
the Shabbos menu.  The following 
guidelines address common hala-
chic issues in the preparation and 
consumption of cholent. 

Eating Cholent – The Mitzvah 
One fulfills the mitzvah of Oneg 
by enjoying good food on Shab-
bos.  The Ba’al HaMaor cites a view 
asserting that there is a specific 
takanah, formal Rabbinic obliga-
tion, to eat hot food on Shabbos. 

Rav Moshe Heinemann shlit”a 
explains that eating cholent on 
Shabbos morning fulfills the din 
according to the Ba’al HaMaor, 
since it would not be possible to 
keep it hot until morning un-
less it was kept on a heat source.  
Hot soup on Friday night, how-
ever, even if kept on a flame, may 
not fulfill this halacha since its 
warmth can also be maintained 
through insulation alone. 

Eating cholent on Shabbos 
day also has significance, since 
it commemorates the miracle of 
the mon.     Each weekday, mon 
collected for one day would spoil 
overnight, while mon collected 
on Erev Shabbos remained fresh 
the next morning. Some observe 
that just as the mon was tastier on 
Shabbos morning than it was the 
previous day, similarly cholent is 
a food whose taste improves the 
longer it stews.

Keeping The Cholent Hot 
One may not leave uncooked food 
over an open flame on Shabbos, 
even if it was placed there before 
Shabbos.  Chazal enacted this pro-
hibition called shehiya, due to the 
concern that someone may come 
to adjust the flame and violate 
the Torah prohibition of ma’avir 
(lighting a fire).   The Mishnah 

Berurah (B.H. 253:1) recommends 
following the view in the Shulchan 
Aruch that food must be cooked 
fully prior to the onset of Shab-
bos, to the extent that it will not be 
enhanced by further cooking.  If 
necessary, one may rely on the le-
nient opinion that it is enough for 
the food to be half cooked and, in 
extenuating circumstances, even 
only one-third cooked. 

Cholent continually improves 
the longer it cooks.   Therefore, 
ideally, cholent should never be 
left over an open flame.   To cir-
cumvent the prohibition of she-
hiya, Chazal required one to 
demonstrate that he is no longer 
interested in adjusting the tem-
perature.  This is accomplished by 
rendering the fire garuf v’katum, 
shoveling away the coals or sprin-
kling them with ash. 

Today, a gas or electric stovetop 
is made garuf v’katum by covering 
the burners with a blech (Yiddish 
for metal sheet).  Rav Moshe Fein-
stein zt”l adds that it is also prefer-
able to cover or remove the knobs 
, since this is where temperature 
adjustments are made.   Glass 
stovetops may shatter if they are 
covered; therefore, based on the 
position of Rav Aharon Kotler 
zt”l,   Rav Heinemann rules that 
it is sufficient to just cover or re-
move the knobs or control panel.

Hotplates and crockpots con-
tain heating elements that become 
red hot.  Although these elements 
are surrounded by a metal casing, 
they still have the status of an open 
fire.  Therefore, the heating surface 
should be lined with a blech or a 
few sheets of aluminum foil, and 
the knobs should be removed or 
covered.  Poskim make an excep-
tion for non-adjustable hotplates 
that can only be used at a single 
temperature, and thereby do not 
require any additional covering.  

Using an oven to keep food 
warm is more problematic be-
cause the thermostat reacts to the 
entry of colder air when the door 
is opened.  Although the rabbinic 
prohibition of shehiya is remedied 
by covering the controls, opening 
the door may violate ma’avir by 
causing the flame to either turn on 
or remain on longer. Rav Heine-
mann shlita permits opening the 
door of a running oven in order 
to remove food, provided that the 
the oven is emptied at that time. 
Thus, one may not remove soup 
from a hot oven on Friday night 

and leave the cholent inside until 
morning.

A word of caution:  If the cho-
lent is not yet fully cooked, one 
must take great care not to do any-
thing that will hasten the cooking 
process.  Doing so is called kiruv 
bishul, and is a potential Torah 
prohibition. For instance, if the lid 
on the crockpot is not completely 
situated, one may not fix it; if the 
pot on the blech is not directly 
over the fire, one may not move it 
closer. 

Additional Crockpot 
Concerns
The heating element in a stan-

dard crockpot typically runs along 
the bottom and partially up the 
sides. Some Poskim are concerned 
that this constitutes a violation of 
hatmanah, which prohibits insu-
lating a pot of food with a heat 
generating substance, even prior 
to Shabbos.   Raising the pot by 
placing a few stones or marbles 
underneath the ceramic insert 
alleviates this problem.   Other 
Poskim hold that since a crock-
pot is recognized as a device for 
cooking and not for insulating, 
there is no issue of hatmanah.  
It is permissible to set a timer to 
turn off the crockpot automatical-
ly, after the cholent will be served.

C H O L E N T   F A Q S
I enjoy sampling the cho-

lent on a long winter Friday 
night.   What is the procedure 
for removing some and re-
turning the pot  to the fire? 
One may not spoon out food from 
a pot that is still on the fire, even 
if the food is fully cooked. There-
fore, the pot must first be removed 
from the fire.  Once this is done, 
replacing the pot involves the 
prohibition of chazara.   In addi-
tion to the concern that one may 
adjust the temperature, according 
to many Rishonim, there is also a 
problem of mechzi k’mevasheil, 
giving the appearance of actually 
cooking.   Replacing the pot on 
a heat source is permitted when 
the following conditions are met:  
1) The cholent is fully cooked, 2) 
The food remains warm, 3) The 
pot was initially removed with the 

intention of returning it to the fire, 
4) The pot is continually held and 
never released from the hand, and 
5) The fire is garuf v’katum, as dis-
cussed above. 

  The fire went out un-
der the blech on Shabbos 
and the cholent is becom-
ing cold.   What can be done? 
This scenario occurs occasionally 
when a gas stove is left on a low 
setting, or when an electric device 
does not automatically turn back 
on after a power interruption.   
Many Poskim permit transfer-
ring the pot to another flame, as 
long as:  1) the second flame is ga-
ruf v’katum, and 2) the cholent is 
fully cooked and still warm.  For 
this purpose, it is enough for the 
food to remain sufficiently above 
ambient temperature for a ‘warm’ 
food, even if the temperature 
dropped below yad soledos bo.  If 
the second fire is uncovered, one 
may cover it with a pot or a blech 
to render it garuf v’katum.  If the 
flame has not gone out, but one 
detects that the cholent is not hot 
enough, one may slide it over to a 
position on the blech that is clos-
er to the fire as long as it is fully 
cooked and still warm.  

How can I save a cho-
lent that is drying out?  
One may pour hot water from a 
kettle that was on the stove (but 
not from an insulated thermos) 
directly into cholent, provided that 
the heat source under the cholent 
pot is garuf v’katum. This may be 
done even if the temperature of 
the water dropped to below yad 
soledos bo (120°F), as long as the 
water is still hot enough to sat-
isfy someone who is interested 
in a warm drink.  Poskim recom-
mend pouring the water gently to 
prevent the flow from stirring the 
contents in the pot. 

If the hot water is in an urn 
which cannot be moved, the pot 
of cholent may be carried over and 
held under the spigot.  Some wa-
ter heating devices do not heat the 
water to the boiling point.  None-
theless, Rav Moshe Feinstein 
zt”l permitted transferring this 
water to a pot of food, even if it 

will subsequently reach a hotter 
temperature.   When neither the 
cholent pot nor the urn is move-
able, one may use a cup or ladle 
to scoop hot water from the urn 
and transfer it to the cholent.  Rav 
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach even 
allowed dispensing hot water into 
a cup (kli sheini) to pour into the 
cholent.  In either event, the cup or 
ladle must be clean and dry. 

May cholent be served on a 
plate containing liquid residue? 
Often, cold liquids from dressings 
or other foods run onto the sec-
tion of the plate where one wants 
to place hot cholent.  This presents 
a problem since potatoes, a staple 
of most cholents, are classified as a 
davar gush, a food that retains its 
heat for a long duration of time 
even after being removed from 
the fire.  Other items that are con-
sidered a davar gush are pieces of 
meat and dense clumps of rice, 
beans, barley, or noodles (like ku-
gel).  The Mishnah Berurah rules 
that a hot davar gush (yad soledos 
bo) has the status of a kli rishon 
and the ability to cook, even when 
placed onto a cold plate (kli shei-
ni).  Cold liquids, even if they have 
been previously cooked, are sub-
ject to the melacha of bishul once 
they cool down and, therefore, one 
should avoid placing cholent onto 
cold liquids.  If only a few drops 
of residual liquid remain on the 
plate, and that liquid was previ-
ously cooked at some point, one 
may be lenient.   However, if the 
liquid was never cooked that area 
should be carefully dried before 
adding a hot davar gush.

May one add salt or other sea-
sonings to cholent on Shabbos? 
Regular table salt is commonly 
produced using a process that in-
volves evaporation and drying.  If 
the salt reached the temperature 
of yad soledos bo during its manu-
facture, the rule of ein bishul achar 
bishul (once an item has been 
cooked it is no longer subject to 
the melacha of bishul) permits one 
to add it to hot cholent that has 
been removed from the fire.  One 
should consult with a rabbinical 
authority about how this applies 
to the salt we use today. 

Adding other spices, such as 
pepper, garlic, etc., is problem-
atic since they are ground from 
the original plant material with-
out other processing.   Although 
spices are often dehydrated, they 
are never heated and remain raw.  

Cholent! A Guide 
to Proper Enjoyment 

Continued on Page 57
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Rabbi Moshe Boylan

As we find ourselves in the month of 
MarCheshvan we often wonder about 
how exactly we should feel. In the previ-
ous month of Tishrei, everyone (at least to 
some extent) felt an Aliyah (uplift) in our 
service of Hashem. Now we have arrived at 
the days of MarCheshvan which are called 
“Mar” (bitter) due to their lack of Yomim 
Tovim. Oftentimes this leads some people 
to feel some “Yeridah” in their service of 
Hashem.

What should our response be to this 
phenomenon? In the following Michtav 
(letter) in the Sefer Pachad Yitzchok (Igros 
U’Kesavim, 128), Rav Hutner ZTL gives 
words of chizuk to a talmid who similarly 
felt a sense of yeridah in his avodah. 

“Your letter came to my hands and 
your words reached my heart… It is a bad 
sickness by us that when we are involved 
in discussing the aspects of the shleimus of 
our Gedolim we involve ourselves in the fi-
nal conclusion of their greatness (maalos).

We speak about the ways of their com-
pleteness (shleimus) at the same time that 
we skip over the internal fight that has oc-
curred in them.

The impact we have based upon our 
discussion about our Gedolim is that it 
is as if they came produced in their com-
pleteness immediately. 

Everyone speaks, is impressed and lifts 
up as an example, the pure speech of the 
Chofetz Chaim ZTL, but who knows of all 
the fights, internal battles, trippings, fall-
ings and going backwards, that the Chofetz 
Chaim found in the way of his fight with 
his yetzer hora, as one example in a thou-
sand.

It is enough for an insightful person 
such as yourself to judge from an individ-
ual case to a general rule.

The end result is that when a young 
person who is a spiritual person, who de-

sires great things… finds himself tripping, 
falling and having yeridos, he feels that 
he is comparable in his eyes that he is not 
planted in the house of Hashem.

According to the fantasies of this 
young man, being planted in the house of 
Hashem means to sit with peace and enjoy 
the Yetzer HaTov as the Tzadikim sit and 
derive pleasure from the glory of Hashem’s 
Schechina, as their crowns our on their 
heads, sitting in Gan Eden. On the other 
hand, they are not bothered by the winds 
of the Yetzer Hora, similar to what it said 
“the dead people are free”. 

But, you should know my beloved one, 
that the root of your Neshoma is not the 
peace of the Yetzer HaTov, rather specifi-
cally the war of the Yetzer HaTov (with the 
Yetzer Hora). 

Your emotional letter gives testimony 
like one hundred witnesses that you are a 
loyal warrior in the legions of the Yetzer 
HaTov.

In English we say, “Lose a battle, win a 
war”. Definitely you have tripped and will 
come to trip (this is not considered open-
ing up one’s mouth to the Satan), and in a 
number of fronts you will fall. Nonetheless 
I guarantee to you that after losing in all of 
your various fronts you will leave the war 
with the crown of victory on your head… 
“Lose battles but win wars”. 

The one wiser than all other people 
(Shlomo HaMelech) said “Sheva Yipol 
Tzadik VeKom” (seven times a righteous 
person will fall and will arise). The foolish 
people think that the intention is a Chid-
dush (novelty) that even though the Tzad-
dik falls seven times he still will arise. The 
wise person, however, knows well that the 
intention is that the essence of the rising of 
the Tzadik is through the way of his “Seven 
Fallings”. 

This is as it is written that Hashem 
saw all that He created and it was “Tov 

Me’Od” (very good). Chazal say that Tov is 
the Yetzer HaTov and Me’Od is the Yetzer 
Hora. 

My beloved one, I take you to my heart 
and whisper in your ears: If you wrote me 
in your letter to tell me about your Mitz-
vos and Maasim Tovim I would tell you I 
received a good letter. Now that your letter 
tells me about your yeridos, fallings and 
trippings, I say that I received a very good 
letter. 

Your soul is being blown by a wind 
towards your great desire to become a 
Gadol. I request that you shouldn’t think 
about the Gedolim that they and the Yetzer 
HaTov are like one. In contrast, you should 
perceive that the Gadlus of the Gedolei 
Olam were with signs of tremendous wars 
with all the low and base desires. 

At the time that you feel in yourself 
the winds of the Yetzer Hora, you should 
know that you a are more comparable to 
the Gedolim much more than in the time 

that you find 
yourself in the 
complete rest 
that you want. 

Specifically 
in those places 
in which you 
find yourself 
in the greatest 
Yerida (spiri-
tual fallings), 
specifically in 
those places 
you are in a 
posit ion to 
stand to be an 
utensil for ex-
cellence in Ko-
vod Shomayim 
(Honor  of 
Hashem)…”

This michtav should help us to under-
stand the Avodah of the tekufah (period) 
in which we are in. While we may feel a 
yeridah from the days of Tishrei, this 
should not cause us to give up hope. Rath-
er, we should feel inspired by the Pasuk, 
“Sheva Yipol Tzadik Ve’Kam”

A number of hints can be found to 
this from the letters of Cheshvan and 
MarCheshvan. The Shin and Vav in the 
middle of Cheshvan stand for “Sheva 
Ve’Kam”. Yud (standing for Yipol) Tzadik 
Ve’Kam (with four Kollelim) is equal to 
Cheshvan. Sheva Yud (standing for Yipol) 
Tzadik Vav (standing for Ve’Kam), with the 
Minyan HaOsios and the Kollel is equal to 
MarCheshvan. 

In conclusion, Ches (standing for Ch-
odesh) MarCheshvan, with the Minyan 
HaOsios, is equal to Moshiach Tzidkenu 
(with the Kollel). In the zechus of over-
coming our failing and yeridos specifically 
in MarCheshvan, may we be zoche to see 
Moshiach Tzidkenu Bimehayra Beyameinu. 

Thoughts on Mar Cheshvan
Based Upon A Michtav From: 

Maran Harav Hagaon 
Rav Yitzchok Hutner zt"l

Torah Inspirations

Therefore, spices should not be added to 
cholent that contains a hot davar gush, even 
after the cholent is transfered to a serving 
dish or a plate.  Rav Moshe Feinstein says 
that ketchup or other sauces that were pre-
viously cooked may be poured even onto a 
davar gush.  If there is no davar gush, spices 
may be added once the cholent is in a kli 
sheini, such as a plate or serving bowl. 

What is the bracha on cholent?
In recent years, cholent consumption has 

expanded beyond the traditional Shabbos 

lunch menu and it is regularly served at kid-
dushim, as a snack on winter Friday nights, 
or even during the week.  Therefore, it is nec-
essary to determine the proper brocha when 
cholent is not eaten as part of a bread meal. 
The general rule is that a mixture contain-
ing one of the five grains (BROWS – barley, 
rye, oats, wheat, spelt) in cooked form is a 
mezonos,even if the grain is only a minor-
ity ingredient.  Barley is a common ingre-
dient in cholent and, therefore, a mezonos 
will cover the entire concoction.  Whether 
or not large pieces of potato or meat re-
quire a separate brocha depends upon how 
the cholent is eaten.  If the chunks are cut 

into small enough pieces so that most fork-
fuls contain pieces of barley along with the 
other food items, the brocha will still be 
mezonos, even if a piece of potato or meat 
is occasionally eaten alone in the course 
of a serving.  When the pieces of potato or 
meat are large enough so that they are con-
sumed individually without any grains, they 
require their own brachos both before and 
after consumption.  If a k’zayis of barley is 
eaten within k’dei achilas p’ras (4 minutes), 
an al hamichya is recited. 

In the absence of one of the five grains, 
the majority element in the mixture deter-
mines the brocha. Cholent made from rice, 

which is not one of the five grains, is a mezo-
nos if the rice comprises a majority (51%) of 
the mixture.  If no single ingredient is a ma-
jority, then multiple brochos are recited; first 
a mezonos on the rice, and then ho’adoma 
on the beans, onions or potatoes, followed 
by a shehakol on the meat. 

The Talmud extols the virtues of de-
lighting in the Shabbos, and describes the 
phenomenal reward that is bestowed upon 
someone who does so.    Through proper 
adherence to halacha, our cholent can be a 
vehicle to enhance Shabbos, with both body 
and soul.

Enjoy!

Cholent!
Continued from Page 56
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Flatbush         focus
photography tipS by aaron akSelrud

 It’s been quite a while 
since this camera was in 
vogue. I actually got my 
start in wedding photogra-
phy by using this particular 
camera. It was heavy, it was 
rugged and it was plain and 
unadorned. It had no built 
in fl ash, no autofocus, and 
no automatic exposure. It 
was completely manual and 
we photographers learned how to create qual-
ity images the hard way. Oh, did I mention the 
fact that it used the fi lm? Not only that but 
it only took 10 shots per roll; then you have 
to change the fi lm back. Th is was one of the 
major functions of the assistant we all took 
on our jobs. It took quite an eff ort to produce 
a few hundred shots at a social event such as 
a chasuna or a bar mitzvah. At a recent bar
mitzvah, I remarked to my assistant that we 
have produced over 350 images in a span of 
only four hours. He mentioned to me that his 
father, a fi lm photographer, would never have 
created so many images even at a wedding. 
My how times have changed.

Nowadays, all one has to do is to purchase 
a camera with a preferably black body, a fl ash 
unit which goes on top and-bingo! A pho-
tographer has been born. No need to worry 
about exposure, focus or even the number of 
digital images created. If a mistake is made, 

delete the image and 
continue. My how 
times have changed!

As a matter of fact, 
even bus drivers are 
becoming photogra-
phers. On a recent trip 
on one of the new ar-
ticulated buses, the B 
44, I noticed a round 
protuberance point-

ing out the front window. Upon further in-
vestigation I discovered this was a camera de-
signed to photograph any unfortunate driver 
who happened to make the mistake of even 
standing in a bus stop. Please let this serve as 
a warning to those of you who tend parking 
or even standing in bus stops; they tell me it’s 
a rather steep ticket. But I digress, the Main 
point is that even bus drivers have become 
photographers.

Please don’t get me wrong, I am not advo-
cating a step back to the “glorious” past. I am 
merely pointing out the diff erence between 
then and now, and perhaps we will be able 
to appreciate the eff ort, artistry and skills of 
the fi lm photographers. As always, I welcome 
your questions comments and reactions.

Koni omega

Aaron Akselrud is the owner of Akselrud 
Studio 718.338.6536 aakselrud@msn.com
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Salomon Says
Rabbi Yaakov Salomon, l.c.s.w.

reprinted with 
permission from 
www.aish.com

Rabbi Yaakov Salomon, L.C.S.W. is a noted 
psychotherapist, in private practice in Flatbush 
for over 25 years. He is a Senior Lecturer and 
the Creative Director of Aish Hatorah’s Discovery 
Productions. He is also an editor and author for 
the Artscroll Publishing Series’ and a member of 
the Kollel of Yeshiva Torah Vodaath.

Rabbi Ezriel Tauber tells a story.
Once upon a time there lived a man 

who owned a pencil factory. He manufac-
tured, sold, and shipped millions of pencils 
every year. There was only one small prob-
lem. He was losing money. 

This puzzled him greatly as business 
appeared to be brisk. Orders were com-
ing in. The employees were working hard. 
The pencils were of the highest quality 
possible. And truck loads of pencils were 
leaving the factory every day. Even the ac-
counts receivable seemed to be in order.

So he called in an accountant who spe-
cialized in business analysis and trouble-
shooting to figure out the problem. For 
two weeks this finance maven scrutinized 
every facet of the operation -- big and 
small -- and then he filed his report.

“I have audited every aspect of the 
Acme Pencil Corporation with a fine 
toothed comb. The firm is indeed doing an 
enormous amount of business. The reason 
the company is losing money, however, is 
rather simple. It is costing them three cents 
to make each pencil and they are selling 
them for two cents apiece.”

The owner had fallen into a classic trap 
-- he forgot why he went into business in 
the first place. He didn’t go into business 
to make pencils; he went into business to 
make money.

Next time you get a chance, go to a 
busy intersection (these days, just about 
any intersection in Flatbush), stand on a 
corner, and watch… just watch. People are 
whizzing by -- everybody doing his own 
thing. Some are moving quickly, others just 
sauntering.

If you could interview them and ask 
where they were going, you’d hear all kinds 
of different responses. Some of them might 
be going to catch a bus; others would be on 
their way to school. Some might be going 
to learn or daven; others are going to the 
doctor. Some might be taking their chil-
dren to the park; others would be going 
to get a schwarma. Nothing unusual about 
that.

But if the interview could continue, 
you’d learn a lot more by asking them a 
different question: “Why?”

The lady catching the bus might tell 
you that she is traveling to work. The fel-
low going to school might explain that he 
is trying to get a degree in engineering. The 
gym rat likes to stay in shape and the pa-
tient wants to be healthy.

But don’t stop there -- ask one more 
question: “But why?” Why be healthy and 
why do you need a degree?

At this point you need to be a bit more 
careful. Whizzing people may not take 
kindly to the “But why” inquiry. They pre-
fer to whiz, not wonder. Your innocent 
query may be pressing some buttons that 
they would much prefer never, ever be 
tampered with. Now you are asking people 
to seriously contemplate the ultimate pur-
pose of their actions -- how annoying!

The “why” game, as ominous as it may 
be, can also be a rather protracted one. 
Why do we go to sleep? To feel rested. Why 
should we feel rested? So we can work bet-
ter. Why must we work better? To advance 
in our careers. Why? To make more mon-
ey. And why do we want more money? To 
buy things. And why…

So many of us are zombied into this 
never-ending carousel of aimlessness -- 
living for the moment, marching proudly 
toward some obscure, undefined station.  
So much of what we do appears to be just 
a preparation for something else. Life, 
too often, seems like a giant laundromat. 
We bring in the clothes, toss them in the 
washer, add detergent and bleach, put in 
a few coins, throw them in the dryer, take 
them out, fold them, wear them and a week 
later we are back at the laundromat again. 
Where does it end?

Probing into the underlying purpose 
of our actions and decisions is something 
we are resistant to doing. It takes courage 
to know clearly where we are headed and 
why, because we may not know exactly 
how to get there or if our destination is 
even achievable or truly worthwhile. It’s a 
lot safer to just meander around the block 
and pretend to be on the road to some-
where -- as long as we look important. 

Even more threatening is the realiza-
tion that we may never really get to where 
we want to go. So if we design our goals to 
be eternally vague or virtually unknown, 
failure may never need to be confronted… 
how convenient.

And then there is one more “advantage” 
to avoiding a purposeful life. By never 
truly contemplating the finish line we can 
always pretend that whatever it is that we 
are doing right now is just fine. No action 
of ours really needs to be goal-directed 
or meaningful. We can just wile away the 
time, indulge in our little amusements, 
guilt-free. Without an itinerary, we can, by 

default, just choose the scenic route and 
gaze out the window.

Judaism teaches that living with pur-
pose is not easy. As a matter of fact, one 
of the primary goals of our yetzer hara  is 
to constantly distract us with enticing di-
versions, some rather innocent, others less 
so. All in order is prevent us from realizing 
why we are here and to dissuade us from 
engaging in purposeful pursuits. 

Chazal tell us that this planet really 
serves as an antechamber that leads to an 
everlasting World to Come. And our place 
in that eternal existence is solely deter-
mined by the extent of our virtuous deeds 
during our short term here. Every single 
mitzvah that we perform has ramifications 
for our own lives, for our own souls, and 
for the lives and souls of everyone who is 
affected by them. 

So how do I know what my particular 
purpose should be? After all, no two peo-
ple are alike and your goal and my goal will 
probably be very different. 

Answering this question requires a 
lot of soul searching, but my sense is that 
your true calling should at least meet these 
three prerequisites:

It must be something that you seem to 
be naturally good at.

It must be something you enjoy.
You find it curiously difficult to attain. 

In other words, it takes work to get there. 
If it’s too easy, you may be in the wrong 
neighborhood.

But these are just basic guidelines. 
When seeking your own particular calling 
in life, you need to do more. You need to 
reach down into a different realm of your 
psyche – somewhere almost indescribable 
– and see if you are truly moved by the ex-
perience. 

Most people say, “You’ll recognize it 
when you see it, when you feel it.” They’re 
right. When you involve yourself in some-
thing you enjoy, have talent for, but need a 
certain measure of exertion and you sense 
that you are touching something truly sub-
lime, you probably are. But your antennae 
must be fully extended, to pick up the clear 
signal.   

When Tomoji Tanabe of Japan was 111 
years old in 2007, he was acknowledged as 
the oldest man alive. He attributed his lon-
gevity, in part, to drinking a glass of milk 
each day. “I don’t want to die,” he explained. 
(He died at 113, two years later.)

We all seem to want to live as long as 
possible and take great lengths to do ev-
erything in our power to do so. 

The question we need to ask ourselves 
is, “Why?”

Where Are You Going?

In commemoration of Reb Shlomo’s 19th yahrzeit,
The Carlebach Shul presents a tribute concert:

Sat., October 19th  9:30PM  (doors open at 9:00PM)
Motsei Shabbat Parshat Vayera

at West Side Institutional Synagogue (120 W. 76th St., NYC)

Lulei Torascha

accompanied by Krohn Brothers Orchestra
Hosted by Rabbi Naftali Citron      Musical Director: Yaakov Dov Miller

Featuring:     THE CARLEBACH SHUL’S

YEHUDA GREEN
AND

EITAN KATZ  ELLI KRANZER
YISROEL WILLIGER

*$45 
at the door

(if available)

Lulei Torascha

DISCOUNT
Price:

*$35
if purchased

online by

Oct. 15th

order at www.carlebachshul.org
email: info@carlebachshul.org   

Phone: (212) 580-2391    

 

Rabbi Yitzchak Shmuel 
Ackerman 
Licensed Therapist 

Skills and Ideas 
for Parents and 
Educators 

718-344-6575 
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The Four Essential Marital Communication Skills

10 Minutes A Day  To A Better Marriage
excerpt from artScroll/meSorah book by dr. meir wikler

introduction
silence is golden — but not always. 

Th ere are times when it is both necessary 
and helpful to express negative feelings of 
criticism and disappointment. And there is 
no relationship in which it is more impor-
tant to be able to express negative feelings 
than marriage.

Isn’t that a non-Jewish point of view? 
Isn’t the Torah perspective on this matter 
that one should always withhold his or 
her negative feelings? Aren’t we supposed 
to try not to express our feelings of disap-
proval?

Let’s take a look at what the Torah actu-
ally says on this subject. “You shall not hate 
your brother in your heart; surely you shall 
rebuke the members of your people; and you 
shall not bear sin because of him.” (Leviticus 
19:17)

Perhaps this verse is encouraging us to 
love all fellow Jews and not allow ourselves 
to feel any resentment. How do we know 
that this verse enjoins us to express our re-
proach openly?

Th e Talmud clarifi es this passage as 
follows. “From where do we learn that if 
someone sees a negative trait in his fellow 
Jew (s)he is obligated to censure him or 
her for it? As it is written, ‘Surely you shall 
rebuke.’” (Arachin 16b)

What, then, is the connection with the 
end of the verse, regarding not bearing 
sin? Th e Talmud explains. “Perhaps it is 
even [permissible to rebuke someone in a 
manner which would publicly] embarrass 
him or her? [Th erefore, the Torah] comes 
to teach us, ‘You shall not bear sin because 
of him.’”

From these passages in the Talmud, we 
learn two important principles of interper-
sonal relations. First, if someone is upset 
with a fellow Jew, (s)he is obligated to ex-
press his or her feelings of disapproval. 

Th e second lesson is that the criticism 
must be delivered privately, in a manner 
which does not cause the individual any 
public embarrassment.

Th e classical Torah commentator, the 
Rashbam, takes all of this one step further. 
As he put it, “You shall surely rebuke him 
or her for what (s)he did. And through this 
[process of eff ective communication of 
your negative feelings] there will be peace 
and harmony.” Th e open communication 
itself, then, will lead to peace.

While all of this is important between 
any two people it is even more important 
between husband and wife. If husbands 
and wives try to suppress all of their nega-
tive feelings toward one another, it will 
have only destructive consequences. Good 

marriages are not the outcome of spouses 
hiding from and denying all of their feel-
ings of disappointment and displeasure.

On the contrary, good marriages are 
the outcome of couples learning how to 
communicate all of their feelings to each 
other in a constructive fashion. These 
communication skills required for suc-
cess in marriage can be divided into four 
categories which will be outlined in this 
chapter.

A number of years ago, a nationally 
syndicated comic strip ran the following 
cartoon. Two men were having a drink 
together. While his friend pays rapt at-
tention, one of the men shares a recent 
personal revelation. “If I had known what 
marriage was going to be like, I would have 
joined the debating team in high school.”

As all comedians know, humor can be 
found in exaggerating the truths of every-
day life. Hopefully, for most people, mar-
riage is not one long debate. But there are 
times in every marriage when spouses feel 
that they are not communicating eff ective-
ly with each other.

The most obvious example is when 
couples are quarreling or bickering much 
too oft en. Th e frequency of the arguments 
is one of the best indicators that eff ective 
communication has broken down, if it 

ever existed to begin with. When spouses 
raise their voices, they succeed only in dis-
playing the depth of their frustration and 
disappointment. Beyond that, very little is 
accomplished.

In most instances, only hurt feelings, 
sadness and even despair are the conse-
quences.

A less obvious, but not less common, 
example of ineff ective communication is 
when one or both spouses feels misun-
derstood, unappreciated, disregarded or 
disrespected. Th is state of aff airs can, but 
does not always, lead to open displays of 
hostility.

Sometimes, the agonizing spouse (or 
spouses) suff ers in silence. Th e feeling of 
not being heard does not always trigger a 
confrontation. But the alienation and dis-
tance created may take years to overcome, 
if ever.

When couples are not communicating 
eff ectively, when they are not getting most 
of their basic needs met in the marriage, I 
have found it is due to their being defi cient 
in one or more of the following four essen-
tial marital communication skills.

ConTinued From Page 3

em’s plan to bring them all together was 
to make it easy and quick for Avraham to 
vanquish all of them!

A similar concept is found in the navi 
Michah. Th e pesukim (4:11-12) say that at 
the time of the war of Gog and Magog, all 
the nations of the world will assemble to-
gether to battle Hashem and Zion. But they 
do not know the thoughts of Hashem and 
do not understand His counsel — for He has 
gathered them like sheaves to the threshing 
fl oor. Rashi explains that the nations will 
gather around Yerushalayim to attack it 
but they will not realize that Hashem’s plan 
is that they be collected like sheaves on the 
threshing fl oor so that Israel can trample 
them all together, just as an ox threshes 
grain.

Th e lesson of these pesukim is that Jews 
should not give too much credibility to 
the political and military “experts” whose 
analysis fi lls the press and airwaves. Th ey 
fail to take the main factor, Hashem, into 
their calculations, and, thus, their explana-
tions and conclusions are frequently well 
off  the mark. It is an axiom of Jewish belief 
that everything that happens in the world, 
even in far-off  regions, is somehow related 
to the benefi t or detriment of Klal Yisrael. 
Th is connection is not always evident. It 
may take years, decades, or even centuries 
to confi rm, but it is a fact.

Th erefore, it is very important to look 
at the news with “Torah eyeglasses” and 
realize that Hashem alone controls the 
happenings of history. Although the Am 

Hashem is surrounded on all sides by bit-
ter, ruthless enemies, we can rest assured 
that the One Who safeguards His people, 
Israel, forever, will protect us and bring us 
to our ultimate salvation.

a lack of kiruv 
The king of Sodom said to Avram: 

“Give me the people and take the posses-
sions for yourself.” (14:21)

After Avraham Avinu miraculously 
defeated the four mighty kings who had 
conquered the fi ve powerful monarchs 
who had rebelled against them, the king of 
Sodom requested that his subjects be re-
leased to him. Avraham graciously agreed 
to return not only the people but even the 
spoils of war, an enormous fortune in gold, 
silver, precious jewels, etc.

While returning the wealth created a 
great kiddush Hashem, the Gemara (Ne-
darim 32a) fi nds fault with Avraham for 
releasing the people. In fact, the Gemara 
lists three diff erent reasons for the decree 
that Avraham’s descendants would be en-
slaved in Egypt for 210 years. One is that 
by consenting to allow these prisoners of 
war to return to the king of Sodom, Avra-
ham deprived them of the opportunity to 
come under the wings of the Shechinah.

Rashi says this deprived Avraham of 
the chance to convert them. According to 
the Ran, Avraham should have kept the 
men to teach them the ways of Hashem. 
Th ese souls were therefore never exposed 
to belief in a Creator. For this, Avraham 
was punished that his descendants went 
down to Egypt and spent more than two 
centuries there as Pharaoh’s slaves. [Th e 

Maharal (in Gevuros Hashem, Ch. 9, p. 55) 
says that this sin was later rectifi ed when 
the departing Jews left  Egypt with many 
converts.] 

Thus Avraham was held account-
able for failing to utilize an opportunity 
for kiruv (outreach to those distant from 
knowledge of Hashem). Th ere is another 
example of this, with extremely tragic, far 
reaching repercussions. 

The pasuk in Vayishlach (Bereishis 
36:12) says, Timna was a concubine of Elip-
haz, son of Esav, and she bore Amalek to 
Eliphaz (see Rashi). Th e Gemara (Sanhe-
drin 99b) says that Timna wanted to con-
vert to the faith of Avraham and came to 
the Patriarchs to be accepted. 

Th ey refused (see Rif in Ein Yaakov for 
a possible reason). She then went and be-
came a concubine to Eliphaz, son of Esav, 
saying, “It is better to even be a maidser-
vant to this family than to be a princess to 
any other nation.” She had a son, Amalek, 
who became the forefather of that wicked 
nation that has caused untold harm to the 
Jewish people for thousands of years. Th is 
was the result of the Patriarchs’ rejection 
of Timna.

Th e lesson of these incidents is how 
important it is to help searching Jews fi nd 
their way back to a life of Torah and mitz-
vos. In our times such opportunities are 
extremely commonplace and one need 
not be specially trained as a professional 
“outreach worker” to do kiruv. All one has 
to have is a warm, caring heart, concern 
for a fellow Jew, and a desire to share the 
beauty and joy of a life devoted to Torah 
and mitzvos.
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history, hashakfah, and stories 
from the rich sephardic traditionsSephardic         Heritage

Aleppo- City of Scholars
a n  e x c l u s i v e  w e e k ly  e x c e r p t  f r o m  a r t s c r o l l / m e s o r a h Syrian Rabbis of Yesteryear

ALFIA (HADDAD), R’ Yitzhak
 (1878 — 1955)
Distinguished scholar, author, and 

community leader. He was born in Aram 
Soba in 1878 to R’ Yitzhak, known as 
HaRei’ach. His mother, Salha, hailed from 
the Dayan family, whose lineage can be 
traced back to King David. She died when 
he was still a child and he grew up in the 
home of his grandfather, R’ Yitzhak Yesha-
ya Alfia, remaining there until the age of 
35, when his grandfather died. The grand-
father was concerned about the grandson’s 
education and he taught him shehitah (rit-
ual slaughtering), which he later depended 
upon for his livelihood. 

In 1907, he moved with his father and 
grandfather to Jerusalem, where both be-
came dayanim (judges) on the Bet Din 
(High Court). As for R’ Yitzhak, he became 
widely known for his intense piety and for 
his self-denial. He lived a life of privation, 
barely supporting himself with the profes-
sion of shehitah and the examination of 
knives in the slaughterhouses.

In 1920 he started a yeshiva called Ohr 
Hadash Ve-Semach Sedek. At that time, the 
population of Jerusalem included the full 
gamut of people from the holiest rabbi to 
the common workingman, which consti-
tuted the vast majority. R’ Alfia had a vi-

sion: to give the workingmen the oppor-
tunity to learn in the evenings. He raised 
money and hired rabbis to be available at 
night in the Bet Midrash where the great 
Sedei Hemed (R’ Haim Hizkiah Medini) 
used to learn. He hoped that in the merit of 
the Sedi Hemed and the sanctity of the Bet 
Midrash where he wrote his holy books, 
the evening learning program would be a 
success.

R’ Alfia pasted posters all over Jeru-
salem, urging all men to come and learn. 
The classes grew steadily until the rooms 
were packed every night. Many men were 
learning two hours a night in the summer 
and three hours during the long winter 
nights. They learned six nights a week: Ge-
mara two nights, Halachah (religious law) 
two nights, the Zohar one night, and on 
Thursday nights they stayed up all night 
and finished the entire book of Tehillim. 
In the months of Elul and Nissan, the men 
would visit Rachel’s tomb and other graves 
of righteous Jews, and pray.

He initiated the “fast day of speak-
ing” (Taanit Dibur), in which his students 
would refrain from any talk that was not 
directly concerned with Torah and mitz-
vot. Instead Tehillim would be recited three 
times in one day. Thanks to his initiative, 
the Taanit Dibur has become standard 

practice in many communities throughout 
the world. R’ Yitzhak also started Hevrat 
Oleh Regalim, a group of men who would 
visit the Kotel on the Shalosh Regalim (the 
three festivals), just as all the Jews did in 
the time of the Holy Temple. He passed 
away on 26 Elul, 5715 (1955).

The history and achievements of R’ 
Yitzhak are described at length in the intro-
duction to the book, Ohr Hadash VeSemach 
Sedek, which was written about him by R’ 
David Yehudioff (Jerusalem 5729/1969). A 
list of his published works is provided below. 
However, many manuscripts of his hiddu-
shim (original Torah thoughts) were tragi-
cally lost in the destruction accompanying 
the fall of the Old City in 1948.

• Si’ach Yitzhak (Jerusalem 5683/1923). 
Part I consists of various articles, teach-
ings, prayers, and laws. Part II consists of 
inspirational lectures and collections of 
comments on the Torah. 

• Kuntras HaYiche’eli (Jerusalem 
5688/1928). Three parts: The House of 
Hashem, the House of Ages (the Temple), 
and the House of Man.

• Rei’ach LeYitzhak (Jerusalem 
5696/1936). Topics on Kabbalah, lectures, 
and halachic (legal) rulings.

Authored by his father R’ Yaakob with 
contributions by R’ Yitzhak himself.

• Ya’ir Netiv (Jerusalem 5699/1939, 
5708/1948). A study on all aspects of To-
rah (Pshat, Remez, Drash, and Sod), with 
a breakdown of all studies by hours and 
minutes (elapsed time of each study).

• Ahavat Hashem. Volume I (Jerusalem 
(5708/1948) contains the first of five parts. 
It contains essays seeking to strengthen tra-
ditional customs, and to avoid adulterating 
them with non-Jewish practices. (See Docu-
ment Section, Document No. 5.) Special 
attention is given to the customs associated 
with accompanying the dead to the cemetery 

for burial. The book received approbations 
from 104 rabbis, including representatives 
of all Jerusalem communities. Among them 
was R’ Haim Tawil and R’ Ezra Hamway. 
Volume II (Jerusalem 5732/1972) contains 
the four remaining parts, all of which were 
prepared from the author’s manuscripts by 
R’ David Yehudioff.

• Ohr Hadash VeSemach Sedek (Jerusa-
lem 5632/1972). Articles on the virtues of 
the Taanit Hadibur (“fast day of speaking”) 
and other topics. Published from the au-
thor’s manuscripts by R’ David Yehudioff.

R’ Yitzhak Yeshayah
 (1827 — 1912)
Chief shohet (ritual slaughterer) of 

Aram Soba. He was born there in 1827. 
R’ Mordechai Labaton, Av Bet Din (Chief 
Judge) of Aram Soba, used to call him “the 
trusted shohet” and refused to eat the meat 
of any shohet other than him. However, 
his primary function was to examine and 
certify the shohatim of the city. In about 
1890 he settled in Jerusalem together with 
his son R’ Yaakob and his grandchildren. 
There he studied in the Kabbalist yeshiva 
Bet El. He passed away in Jerusalem on 27 
Nissan, 5672 (1912).

 ( — 1926)
Worthy scholar of Aram Soba. He was 

born in Aram Soba to R’ Menahem and, 
after spending time in Egypt, settled in 
Jerusalem. He passed away there on 21 Si-
van, 5686 (1926).

Worthy scholar of Aram Soba and fa-
ther of R’ Shelomo Alkabetz, author of 
the well known hymn Lechah Dodi. He 
was born in Adrianople (Turkey). In the 
Responsa HaMabit by R’ Moshe ben Yosef 
Trani, the author notes, “We have seen the 
legal ruling issued by the scholars of Aram 
Soba, the dayan (judge).

HaRav Meir and the venerable rabbi R’ 
Moshe HaLevi Alkabetz.”
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Eastside China
5002 12th Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11219

(Corner of 50th & New Utrecht Ave.)
718-633-8672

SUN. 10-6, MON., TUES. & WED. 10-7, THURS. 10-8, FRI. 10-2

Phone Orders
Welcome

Bridal 
Registry

Eastside China
For Selection, Service And Value 

“We’re Like No Other Store In Town”

Beautiful Bridal Packages
Dinnerware, Flatware, Crystal Glasses

Svce. for 12  from 
$399

12 Patterns
Below Cost*
12
Be

Bernadotte Dinnersets
Svce. for 12

$199 – $359

Shinepukur
Clearance Sale
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BBRAND NAME CLOSEOUTS UP TO 80% OFF LIST

On Entire Stock       * In store only — No credit cards

Largest Selection of 
Dinnerware in Brooklyn

12 Patterns
Designer Flatware

Below Original Cost

Best Values
On Glassware & Decanters

Best Values
On Glassware & Decanters

Best Values
On Glassware & Decanters

We Have the Largest 
Selection of China in NY 

In Every Price Range

On entire stock – In store only  
No credit cards – With Ad

Simcha           Section SimchaS and celebrationS in 
and around our community

Simcha hall Directory
TO SUBMIT FREE LISTINGS FOR THIS DIRECTORY: EMAIL: INFO@THEFJJ.COM

FLATBUSH HALLS        Capacity Address Phone

Ahavas Torah 250 2961 Nostrand Avenue 718-339-9656

Adas Yeshurun Bais Moshe 120 3418 Avenue N 718-338-8303

Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin 300 2913 Avenue L 917-554-5640

Agudas Yisroel Snif Zichron Shmuel   85 2141 Coney Island Ave 917-754-8013

Agudas Yisroel of Madison  2122 Avenue S 718-375-8083

Ahi Ezer Yeshiva 270 2433 Ocean Parkway 718-648-6100

Avenue N Jewish Center 170 321 Avenue N 718-339-7747

Bais Eluzer Dfaltishan 150 1516 East 24th Street 718-252-6942

Beth Torah   600 1061 Ocean Parkway 718-252-9840

Bnei Binyomin 200 727Avenue O 347-372-2350

Bnei Yeshivos 180 2402 Avenue P 718-677-3248

Chaim Berlin Simcha Hall 350 911 East 13th Street 718-421-0615

Congregation Shaarei Rachamim 350 1244 East 7th Street 718-951-9444

Etz Chaim of Flatbush 160 1649 East 13th Street 718-339-4886

Gvul Yaabetz  1580 Coney Island Ave 718-375-4284

Har Halebanon 350 820 Avenue S 718-998-3538

Kamenitz Hall 300 1904 Avenue N  718-375-0900

Keser Yisroel Mordechai 120 2016 Avenue L 917-743-4444

Keter Torah 150 2220 Avenue L 718-506-6660

Khal Bnei Shlomo Zalman 200 1093 East 21st Street 917-952-7755

Kings Terrace 500 815 Kings Highway 917-747-6311

Masores Hall  200 1395 Ocean Ave 718-692-2424

Merkaz HaSimcha 250 1898 Bay Ave  (off  M) 718-339-3363

Merkaz Community Center 120 1739 Ocean Avenue 646-261-0196

Oz Yoshir Hall  East 18th St (L & M) 718-677-1665

Parkway Paradise 475 1200 Ocean Parkway (Ave L) 718-252-9500

Prospect Park Yeshiva Cong. 400 1601 Avenue R 718-376-4400

Sasson V’Simcha 450 1223 Coney Island Av 718-758-9700

Sephardic Lebanese Cong. 400 805 Avenue T 718-627-5300

Shaarei Zion 1000 2030 Ocean Parkway 718-336-0300

Sisu V’Simchu 175 4127 18th Ave. 718-758-9700

Stretiner Hall 200 4609 Bay Parkway 718-258-9685

Talmud Torah of Flatbush 200 1305 Coney Island Ave 718-377-2528

Toras Chaim D’Flatbush 200 2201 Avenue L 917-952-7755

Torah U’Tefi lah  3304 Bedford Avenue 

Veretzky Hall   220 1102 Avenue L 718-252-7777

Yeshiva Bais Yosef   150 1502 Avenue N 347-383-6869

Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim/Tiferes Hall   500 1271 East 35th St 718-258-9006

Young Israel of Flatbush 75 1012 Avenue I  718-377-4400

Young Israel of Avenue J   200 1721 Avenue J 718-253-8130

Young Israel of Ave. K/Classic Catering 260 2818 Avenue K 718-692-3100

Young Israel of Midwood   250 1694 Ocean Avenue 718-258-2887

Zichron Mordechai  2645 Nostrand Ave 718-692-3231

CITYWIDE HALLS 
Ateres Avrohom 1200 75 Ross Street 718-302-3700

Ateres Chaya   800 1415 54th Street 718-871-8220

Ateres Chynka   800 129 Elmwood Ave 718-252-8480

Ateres Golda   500 1362 50th Street 718-972-1360

Concord Plaza 1000 760 Bedford Ave 718-858-4277

Eden Palace 1000 420 Flushing Ave 718-522-0600

El Caribe   700 5945 Strickland Ave, 718-531-1200

Manhattan Beach Jewish Center    800 60 West End Ave 718-891-8100

Marina Del Rey   900 1 Marina Drive, Bronx 718-627-6500

Paradise Manor   250 5802 New Utrecht Ave 718-438-3388

Razag Ballroom   600 739 East New York Ave 718-773-3300

Renaissance Ballroom and Caterers   400 5902 14th Ave 718-853-3030

Rose Castle 1000 380 Flushing Ave 718-797-5500

The Grand Prospect Hall 1200 263 Prospect Ave 718-788-0777

The Palace Ballroom   900 780 McDonald Ave 646-296-0936

Terrace on the Park 1000 52-11 111th Street 718-592-5000

Tiferes Mordechai  600 McDonald Ave 917-319-7830

Torah Veyirah   600 5411 Ft. Hamilton 718-871-8220

Top Quality 
100% European Hair Wigs
Multi Directional
Specializing in wigs for red heads and light color hair
Esther's unique cut and styling included 
ASK ABOUT OUT KALLAH SPECIALS
Full Service Salon

$300 off  
from a beautiful selection
of European Hair Wigs 

above $1,299

Custom Wig orders from 

$899 and up

Recut your old wig for only 

$125.00

Come 
visit our  

beautiful showroom! 

Closed Wed & Fri

$499 

TP G
raphics 718.705.8739

bet

Come see our exclusive  
group of human hair wigs 

$699-$1,099
including styling  

From that group, selected wigs 
marked down to  as low as 

& up!

Wash and set

     $40
with mention of ad
ONLY
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Simcha           Section simchas and celebrations in 
and around our community

Simcha & event Directory

Advertise in the  
FJJ professional  
Business Directory:

only $250 for entire 2013 
includes 3 lines of information: name, address, phone & website   

Benchers

Benchers by Miriam
All occasions  917-603-4380                               
Mmayer1395@gmail.com                            

entertainment

Y.E. Party Productions 
& Entertainment
718.360.7521  Thelivegameshow.com

event coordination

Citicom!
718.692.0999

mohel

Rabbi Paysach Krohn
718.846.6900

Music

Neginah Orchestras
718-854-2911 
musicbyneginah@aol.com

Music

Yossi Waldman 1 Man Band
718.614.4203 
yossiwaldman@gmail.com

sefer torah truck

Korn's Torah Truck
Shulem Paysach Korn 
845.642.7204  www.torahtruck.com

simcha dancing

Chaya Sara Stark
718.338.5910 
csstark@yeshivanet.com

simcha halls

Young Israel of Flatbush
1012 Avenue I 
718.377.4400

video / photo

Akselrud Studio
Aaron Akselrud 
718.338.6536  aakselrud@msn.com

Gras Photography 
Moshe Gras 
718.339.2162

Royal Photography 
718.436.7793 
www.royalphotographyny.com

MG1Productions 
Moshe Gottlieb 718.253.3746 
MG1productions@aol.com

Glatt & Art Photography 
Alex Gorokhov  347.680.2995 
www.glattphotography.com

Kuvien Photography 
by Yehuda Bolthauser 
718.989.6540 
www.kuvien.com

718.692.1144  
ads@thefjj.com

Simchas
nzk yuc

Engagements
Yehuda Salomon and Yehudis Adler

Shimmy Szanzer and Suri Wulliger

Yehuda Solomon and Yehudis Adler

Fully Waxman and Rachel Rabinowitz

Yehoshua Rudomin and Atara Levine

Ari Morgenstern and Leba Levi

Weddings
Naftali Abramczyk & Chani Mayerovitz

Yossi Lang & Ruchie Rosenberg

Binyomin Weinreb & Leah Jacobson

bar mitzvahs
Avi Lieberman

Efraim Gewirtzman

Births
Baby boy to Dovid and Sarah Rudomin

Twin Boys to Rachel & Moshe Dov 
Wasser

The Perfect Setting for Your Simcha
Classic Elegance       � �       State-of-the-art Décor      � �       Luxurious Ambience 

INTRODUCING 
THE ALL-NEW Masores 

Simcha Hall

Reserve now for your:
Bar Mitzvah

Sheva Brachos

Vort

Bris

School or Shul Event

� Comfortably Seats 250-270 Guests
� Choice of Caterers 

Call early for choice dates:

718.692.2424 ext. 210
Masores Bais Yaakov
1395 Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

Newly 
redesigned 

and 
redecorated

R L
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ine
 71

8.2
53

.05
69
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Meat

burgers plus
1878 East 4th Street
718-339-1055.Vaad Harabonim of Flatbush

Carlos & Gabbys
1376 Coney Island Avenue
718-337-8226.Kehilah Kashrus

crisp
3004 Nostrand Avenue
718-758-4785.Kehilah Kashrus

Essen NY Deli
1359 Coney Island Avenue
718-253-1002.Kehilah Kashrus

Estihana Brooklyn
1217 Avenue J
718-677-1515.Kehilah Kashrus.Vaad of Flatbush

Fuji Hana 
512 Avenue U
718-336-3888.Rabbi Gornish

Famous Pita
935 Coney Island Ave
347-789-5353.Rabbi Gornish

Gourmet on J
1412 Avenue J (E 15th)
718-338-9181.Kehilah Kashrus.Vaad of Flatbush

Holy Schnitzel
819 Avenue U
718-627-4659.Kehilah Kashrus

Jerusalem Steak House
1319 Avenue J  
718-258-8899.Vaad of Flatbush.Kehilah Kashrus

Jerusalem Steak House
1316 Ave M 
(E. 13th & 14th)
718-376-0680.Vaad of Flatbush

joseph BaR
1906 Coney Island Ave
718-998-3200.Kehilah Kashrus

Kold Kuts
3007 Ave K
718-677-1200.Kehilah Kashrus

Kosher Delight
1223 Avenue J (E. 13th St) 
718-377-6873.Rabbi Dovid Beck.Vaad of Flatbush

Mabat Steak House
1809 East 7th Street 
(Kings Hwy) 718-339-3300.Rabbi Gornish

Moshi Moshi
1987 Coney Island Ave 
(P & Quentin)
718-627-4122.Rabbi Gornish

Mr. Nosh
3323 Avenue N
718-253-1400.R' Yechiel Babad

Nosh Express
2817 Nostrand Avenue
718-677-3600.Kehilah Kashrus

Olympic Pita
1419 Coney Island Ave (J-K)
718-258-6222.Kehilah Kashrus

Pita Off The Corner
1675 E. 2nd (Ave P)
718-627-4122.Rabbi Navaro

Schnitzel KinG
1720 Coney Island Ave
718-376-6490.Kehilah Kashrus

SchnitzI
1299 Coney Island Ave 
718-338-4015.Rabbi Gornish

SubSationaL
1928 Coney Island Avenue
718-998-4545.Kehilah Kashrus

T Fusion Steakhouse
3223 Quentin Road
718-998-0002.Rabbi Gornish

the sushi room
462 Avenue P
718-787-4448.Kehilah Kashrus

Tov U’Maitiv
2668 Nostrand Avenue
718-258-7991.Rabbi Shlomo Mendelson

wolf & lamb steakhouse
1635 Coney Island Avenue
718-627-4676.OK/Rabbi Gornish

Yummy Grill
543 Kings Highway
718-375-7557.Rabbi Navaro

Yun Kee / Chap A Nosh
1424 Elm Avenue
718-627-0072.Rabbi Yaakov Reisman

Dairy

Amazon Café
1123 Quentin Road (E. 12th)
718-382-8360.OK

Back to Nature
535 Kings Highway
718-339-0273.Vaad of Flatbush

Bagel Hole
1431 Coney Island Avenue
718-377-9700.Kehilah Kashrus.Vaad of Flatbush

Bagel Hole
1423 Avenue J
718-258-4150.Kehilah Kashrus.Vaad of Flatbush

Bagels & Greens
1379 Coney Island Avenue
718-256-6656.R' Yechiel Babad

Benny’s Pizza
1418 Avenue J
718-253-1894.Star-K

Benny’s Pizza
1802 Avenue M
718-787-0050.Star-K

Bon AppetiT
1568 Coney Island Avenue
718-258-4888.Kehilah Kashrus

Café Hadar
2923 Ave N (E. 29th) 
718-252-5146.Rabbi Gornish

Cafe K
1111 Avenue K
718-677-3033.Star-K

Cafe Renaissance
802 Kings Highway 
(8th St.) 
718-382-1900.Rabbi Gornish

Cafe Venezia
1391 Coney Island Ave
718-258-5400.Rabbi Gornish

Chadash Pizza
1919 Avenue M
718-253-4793.Vaad of Flatbush

day 5 sushi
1724 Coney Island Avenue
718-701-4144.Kehilah Kashrus

Garden of Eat In
1416 Avenue J
718-252-5289.Kehilah Kashrus.Vaad of Flatbush

Jerusalem II Pizza
1424 Avenue M
718-645-4753.Rabbi Gornish

Jerusalem II Pizza
1312 Avenue J
718-338-8156.Kehilah Kashrus, .Vaad of Flatbush

Kao Sushi
1320 East 19th Street 
718-787-0080.Rabbi Gornish

Kosher Hut
709 Kings Highway 
718-376-8996.Kehilah Kashrus

My Favorite Bagel
3053 Nostrand Ave 
(Quentin)
718-998-5933.Vaad Harabonim of Flatbush

Original Brooklyn Bagel
2835 Nostrand Ave 
(Kings Hwy & P)
718-253-5928.Vaad of Flatbush

Pizza NosH
2807 Nostrand Avenue 
718-253-3200.OK / Vaad of Flatbush

Palace cafe
2603 Nostrand Avenue
718-338-9525.Kehilah Kashrus

Pizza TimE
1324 Avenue J
718-252-8801.Rabbi Dovid Beck

Pizza World cafe
1387 Coney Island Ave (J&K)

718-758-3572.Kehilah Kashrus

Rami’s Pizza
3005 Avenue K .OK

Ready to Roll
992 East 15th Street
718-676-9860.Rabbi Gornish

rolls sushi & salad
2928 Avenue P
718-998-2026.Kehilah Kashrus

savor cafe
2925 Avenue P
718-338-1353.Kehilah Kashrus

Slices of Brooklyn
549 Kings Highway
718-627-9668.Rabbi Gornish

Sophie’s Bistro
1904 Coney Island Ave (O-P)
718-444-6222.Kehilah Kashrus

spoons
2923 Avenue J
718-377-7373.Kehilah Kashrus

Sunflower CafE
1223 Quentin Road 
(Kings & E. 13th)
718-336-1340.Rabbi Gornish

sushi meshugah
1637 East 17th Street
718-676-9484.Kehilah Kashrus

sushi tokyo
627 Kings Highway
718-434-2444.Kehilah Kashrus

sushi tokyo
1360 Coney Island Avenue
718-434-2444.Kehilah Kashrus

Taam Mevorach Cafe
815 Ave U
718-336-3368.Rabbi Gornish

Tea For Two Lite
2811 Nostrand 
(Kings & P)
718-758-2900.Rabbi Gornish

that sushi spot
2462 Nostrand Avenue
347-587-5100

Consumers are advised to confirm the hechsher.  The publisher does not accept responsibility for the kashrus of these establishments.

Flatbush             Restaurant Directory



Flatbush Jewish Journal | 65Thursday, October 10, 2013718.692.1144 | www.fl atbushjewishjournal.com

815 Kings  Highway .  718.375.7919  
Under Strict Rabbinical Supervision . Mashgiach Temidi . Chasidishe Schechita 

Select Dates Available for November & December Call Now! 
Valet Parking 

 Weddings 
 Dinners 
 Bar Mitzvahs 
 Shabbosim 

Exclusive  
 Catering By:  

 Impeccable Service . Memorable Affairs 
Exquisite Cuisine  

Kings Terrace 
Banquet Hall 

Kings Terrace

Starting at $30pp 

Country Clubs . Yachts . Hotels . Shuls .  Even Your Own Home 

Meisnersgourmetcatering.com 

The Newly Renovated 
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Email YouR QuESTionS To inFo@ThEFJJ.com

ask the Flatbush

Shadchan
mrs. Chana rose

Simcha           Section SimchaS and celebrationS in 
and around our community

Q: dear mrs. rose,

I’m a twenty-eight year old girl in shidduchim. I’m educated, 
productive, considered attractive, and come from a very nice 
home.  Until recently shidduchim suggestions have gone through 
my parents, they have done all the research, and made the fi nal 
decisions for a date.  My involvement was to get myself dressed 
and ready to meet the prospective candidate. Th is has so far not 
produced my “bashert”.  Recently, some shadchanim have called 
me, bypassing my parents, and suggesting shidduchim directly to 
me.  I’m in a quandary! Do I do this behind my parents back, do 
I take the information, check it out fi rst, then run it by them? I’m 
really in the marriage mode, and I feel that my parents are nix-
ing possible good suggestions along the way.  I don’t want to be 
disrespectful, nor upset my parents.  What do you suggest I do?

a: Th ank you for your most relevant question.  In today’s shid-
duch scene it is very common for shadchanim and others to ap-
proach the 25 plus population, girls and yes, boys as well, to redt 
them shidduchim.  Th at is, bypassing, the parents.  It’s not to say 
that the parents are totally out of the picture, but many times if 
parents are approached with a shidduch idea, and they don’t think 
its “perfect”, it may never have come to the ears of their daughter 
or son. If the boy or girl hear of the idea fi rst, it invariably makes 
them part of the equation.  Th ey have a bigger say in giving it 
a try. Th erefore, it’s not disrespectful, or inappropriate, but quite 
reasonable and necessary.  If not as the old Yiddish expression 
goes “vi vet di katz kimmen iber di vasser” !!  

Th e Ribbono Shel Olam creates many scenarios in order for 
shidduchim to happen.  If your shaliach is supposed to come 
directly to you, he will, but remember to leave those doors and 
windows open and say “yes”.  If the end result makes you happy, 
your parents will be happy as well.  Th is approach has been tried 
numerous times and has worked wonders.  

B’hatzlocho, you can call me if you need help!!   
Chana Rose   

and make it last forever...

NEW BABY BAR MITZVAH WEDDING
Your newborn’s very first 
Mitzvah… Feed a hungry 
baby in Israel in gratitude 
for the precious gift of a 
new life in your family. 

You contribute: 
$360 to feed an infant for 
his/her first year of life
$180 to feed a baby for 
six months

We will send you: 
A “Baby’s First Mitzvah” 
certificate acknowledging that 
this birth was the inspiration 
for a unique act of giving.

Your son’s Bar Mitzvah is on 
the horizon… Make tzedaka 
an integral part of his entry 
into adulthood by giving a boy 
in Israel his first pair of tefillin.

You contribute: 
$1,000 for tefillin and a small 
celebration
$500 to provide a pair of 
tefillin

We will send your son: 
His own “Mitzvah Memento,” 
a certificate in recognition that 
he has shared his special day 
with a boy in need.

“Host” a wedding in Israel 
on the same night as your 
own, giving another bride 
and groom a day of true 
celebration.  

You contribute: 
$1,000 for a wedding 
sponsorship
$2,600 for a wedding 
package

We will send you: 
A decorative certificate for 
your new home elegantly 
depicting the joy you 
brought to others.

YadEliezer
USA: 1102 E. 26th St Brooklyn, NY 11210, 718-258-1580 
CANADA: Canadian Friends of Yad Eliezer, 1 Forestwood Toronto, QC M5N 2V5
ISRAEL: POB 41074 Jerusalem 91410, 02-591-2200
www.YadEliezer.org

and make it last forever...
Twin yourSimcha!

THE SKIRT STORE

917-620-1179 1365 E. 23rd St. Bet. M&N
Hrs: Mon. & Wed. 11-3 or by Appt.

Ladies Straight Skirts

SELLING OUT
BUY 2 GET 1 FREE

WITH MENTION OF AD
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 “I will make you a great nation; I will 
bless you and make your name great, and 
you shall be a blessing” (Bereishis 12:2)

A rabbi was trying to persuade a 
wealthy man to assist a relative who had 
fallen upon hard times. “But Rabbi,” the 
man claimed, “Th at fellow is such a distant 
relative I hardly know him!”

Th e rabbi responded, “Tell me, do you 
pray every day?”

“Of course I do,” answered the man.
“Well, you invoke the merit of Avra-

ham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov in your prayers 
each day. Do you know why?” questioned 
the rabbi. 

“Of course! Th ey were our forefathers!” 
the wealthy man replied.

Th e rabbi explained, “If you recognize 
the forefathers’ relationship as suffi  cient 
for you to draw on their merit, though they 
lived thousands of years ago, you must cer-
tainly recognize the relationship you have 
with your poor relative - as his relationship 
is a lot closer than that of the forefathers!”

 “From there he moved to the moun-
tain ... and he pitched his tent” (Bereishis 
12:8)

Rashi points out that the word for tent
uses the feminine gender to teach us that 
fi rst Avraham pitched his wife’s tent, and 
only then did he pitch his own tent.

Shortly aft er Rav Naft ali Amsterdam’s 
wedding, his teacher, Rav Yisrael Salanter, 
asked him if he did chesed. Rav Naft ali an-
swered, somewhat apologetically, that he 
did not have the means with which to do 
chesed. 

“I did not mean chesed with money,” 
Rav Yisrael responded. “I meant chesed
with your wife. It is important to realize 
that a family provides the opportunity for 
one to do chesed.” 

Rav Naft ali took these words to heart, 
and could oft en be found washing the fl oor 
and doing other chores for his wife.

 “And He said, ‘Look toward the heav-
ens and count the stars, if you can ... so 
shall your off spring be!’” (Bereishis 15:5)

Th e Baal Shem Tov explains that Hash-
em was telling Avraham that his children 
would have the characteristics of stars. 
From a distance, stars seem so small and 
insignifi cant — yet, in fact, they are enor-
mously powerful bodies.

Th e Jew, too, although perhaps project-
ing an image of simplicity and insignifi -
cance, may actually, upon closer refl ection, 
be a shining star. 

Th e Baal Shem Tov told of a young, il-
literate shepherd who was overheard try-
ing to pray. 

“Hashem, I don’t know how to pray,” he 
said. “I only know the aleph-beis. Please, I 
will recite the letters and You can take them 
and form them into the proper words for 
me.” Th e Baal Shem Tov remarked that this 
prayer accomplished more than anyone 
else’s prayers, because it was uttered with 
such sincerity.

 “And He said to Avraham, ‘Your chil-
dren will be strangers in a land which is 
not their own’” (Bereishis 15:13)

The Kotzker Rebbe explained this 
phrase as a piece of advice. When the 
Jewish people fi nd themselves in exile, in 
a land that is not their own, they tend to 
function best as “strangers.” By vying for 
full acceptance and assimilation in the 
host culture, the Jewish people only bring 
jealousy and enmity upon themselves.

Rav Meir Simcha Hakohen of Dvinsk 
wrote prophetically in the early 1900s that 
when the Jewish people start to view Ber-
lin as their Yerushalayim, it will be the be-
ginning of their persecution and expulsion 
from Germany. 

It is no coincidence that the very same 
Germany that fi rst granted equal rights to 
the Jews was also the country that planned 
and executed the Holocaust.

 “Avram traveled ... and with the souls 
they had made in Charan” (Bereishis 
12:5)

Th e Ponovezher Rav, Rav Yosef Kah-
aneman, felt a tremendous responsibility 
for the entire Jewish community. He would 
travel throughout the world, ostensibly to 
collect funds for his various institutions in 
Israel, but also to encourage and strength-
en Jews in far-fl ung communities. 

His unconditional love for every Jew 
was legendary. He would oft en say, “It’s 
not suffi  cient to merely strive to have Jews 
who give it their 100 percent; it’s also im-
portant to strive to have 100 percent of the 
Jews. Just like no Jew should ever despair 
of hope, we must not despair of any Jew, 
either.”

 “And they extolled her [Sarah] to Pha-
raoh” (Bereishis 12:15)

Rav Avigdor Miller explains these 
words with a passage in Mishlei (27:21): “A 
man according to his praises.” One expla-
nation of this phrase is that a man can best 
be understood by what he praises. 

Rav Miller describes three participants 
at a shalosh seudos relating their experi-
ence there. 

One excitedly remarked, “Th e Rabbi’s 
Torah insights were profound!” 

Th e second extolled the singing. “It was 
so beautiful and uplift ing!”   Th e third ex-
claimed, “Th e herring was delicious!”  

Much can be understood about a per-
son by seeing what excites him. In some 
places Hashem’s praises are extolled; in 
Egypt, beautiful women were glorifi ed. “A 
man according to his praises ...”

 “He trusted in Hashem, and He con-
sidered it to him as a righteous deed” 
(Bereishis 15:6)

Avraham instilled an implicit faith in 
Hashem into his progeny. Oft en this can 
be seen in Jews far removed from any ob-
servance.  

Reb G. of Yerushalayim is well known 
for his eff orts to always pray with a minyan. 
One time, he returned to Yerushalayim at 
two o’clock in the morning, and realized he 
had not yet prayed Maariv. He went to the 
Zichron Moshe shul to see if he could fi nd 
a minyan, but only one other person was 
there. Not wanting to miss his mitzvah, he 
decided he would spend money to recruit 

the rest of a minyan. He called eight taxi 
companies, one aft er another, and ordered 
a car from each company to the shul. With-
in minutes the cars all pulled up. 

Th e man met them and told the driv-
ers, all secular Israelis, to keep their me-
ters running and join him for Maariv. He 
promised to pay them what he owed them. 
Th e drivers all entered the shul, albeit a bit 
sheepishly, and joined in the prayer service. 
Aft er Maariv all eight drivers wished the 
man well and refused to take any money. 

“It was our pleasure to do a mitzvah!” 
they said.

 “Your children will be strangers ... 
and aft erwards they will leave with great 
wealth” (Bereishis 15:13-14)

A student of Rav Shimshon Pin-
cus was involved in a terrible accident a 
month before his wedding. His attorney 
recommended postponing the wedding 
to prevent the insurance company from 
claiming that the damage was obviously 
minimal, since it didn’t interfere with any 
plans. Rav Pincus adamantly refused, say-
ing that money shouldn’t be a factor in 
postponing marriage. He agreed, however, 
that they bring the question to Rav Shach. 

Rav Pincus, the groom, and the at-
torney all appeared before Rav Shach 
and explained their positions. Rav Shach 
merely shrugged his shoulders and would 
not comment. Rav Pincus and the attor-

ney fi nally left , 
but the groom 
remained, and 
again asked Rav 
Shach, “So what 
should I do?” 

“You don’t postpone a wedding,” Rav 
Shach replied. Th en he added, “I would 
have told you that immediately. However, I 
saw that Rav Pincus is so spiritually-mind-
ed, he does not believe money should be a 
factor in any considerations at all. I wanted 
him to know that fi nancial considerations 
should be taken seriously as well.”

 “Avram traveled ... and with the souls 
they had made in Charan” (Bereishis 
12:5)

Th e Midrash explains that the souls 
Avraham had made were the people he 
had introduced to a single G-d.

Rav Shlomo Wolbe related that when 
he fi rst came to the Mir Yeshivah, he met 
an older student who unexpectedly asked 
him, “How old do you think I am?” 

Surprised, the young Shlomo Wolbe 
guessed around 23 or 24 years old. 

“I am three years old today,” the student 
said. “It was three years ago that I became 
a student of Rav Yerucham Levovitz, and 
with that introduction to the world of To-
rah and mussar, I feel like I was born all 
over again!”

Power Points on Parsha
rabbi ephraim niSenbaum, distriBUted BY israel BooKshop

Parshas Lech Lecha

AN INTERNATIONAL AUCTION TO BENEFIT TORAH ACADEMY FOR GIRLS

WINDOWS 5774
AROUND THE WORLD IN EIGHTY PRIZES

Motzei Shabbos Madness!!
 This motzei Shabbos, October, 12 from 

8PM until midnight. 
Place your order and get DOUBLE BONUS TICKETS.
(Example:  $125 normally gets $40 in bonus tickets but during MSM, you get $80 in bonus tickets!

Saturday Evening, November 2, 9:30 pm
The Woodmere Club,
Meadow Drive, Woodmere

www.tagauction.org 718-471-8444
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6 Cheshvan                    
Rav Yehuda Hachosid, founder of the 
Churva shul in Yerushalayim (1700)

Rav Shlomo Dovid Yehoshua Wein-
berg, the Admor Hatzair of Slonim (1943)

Rav Yechiel Menachem of Alexan-
der-America (1988)

7 Cheshvan                  
Rav Yehuda Meir Shapiro of Lublin 
(1887-1933). His father, Rav Yaakov Shim-
shon Katz of Shatz, Romania, was a descen-
dent of Rav Pinchas Koretz, a disciple of the 
Baal Shem Tov. His mother, Margala, was 
the daughter of Rav Shmuel Yitzchak Schor, 
author of Minchas Shai, and a descendent 
of the author of Tevu’as Shor. He was also a 
descendent of Rav Bechor Shor of Orleans, 
one of the Baalie Tosefos. He was married 
in 1906 and took his first appointment, Rav 
of Galina, in 1911. In 1921, he became Rav 
of Sanok, then in 1924 Rav of Piotrkov. It 
was while there that he wrote his sefer Or 
HaMeir. Also in 1923, he began the first 
cycle of Daf Yomi, having shared this idea 
at the first Knessiah Gedolah of Agudath 
Yisrael the previous year. That first cycle 
began on Rosh Hashana in 1923 and was 
completed 2702 days later on Tu Bishvat in 
1931. His other major project was to found 
the Yeshiva Chachmei Lublin, in 1930.

Rav Yehuda Tzvi Eichenstein of Roz-
dol, author of Daas Kedoshim (1791-1847). 
The son of Rav Moshe of Sambor and son-
in-law and successor of Rav Zvi Hirsch of 
Zidachov, he became the Rebbe of Rozdol 
and was considered one of the leading kab-
balists of his generation.

Rav Nosson Dovid Rabinowitz of 
Shidlova (1865)

Rav Yerachmiel Tzvi of Biala-Shed-
litz (1905)

Rav Shimon Deutsch of Dobormil, 
author of Nachalas Shimon (1801)

Rav Tzvi Hersh of Tomoshov, a talmid 
of Rav Menachem Mendel of Kotzk (1870)

8 Cheshvan                   
Rav Menachem Nachum Kaplan of 
Horodna, Lithuania (1811-1879). When 
he was nine years old, he lived in the home 
of Reb Yehuda Leib Ganker and learned 
with this wealthy man every morning. Lat-
er, he wandered through Lithuania until he 
came to Amshina, where he studied under 
Rav Avraham Kahane. Eventually, he was 
accepted to the Mirrer Yeshiva and became 
close to its mashgiach, Rav Yisrael Heller. 
He married the daughter of a wealthy man, 
but after a number of years, his father-in-
law died. Poverty- stricken, Reb Nachumke 
took a job as a shamash in the Chevras Shas 
Beis Midrash in Korodna. However, his 
fame spread, and many throughout east-
ern Europe came to observe him and learn 
from him. Among those was the Chafetz 
Chaim, then only 15 years old.

Rav Yaakov Rosenheim, founder of 
Agudas Yisrael (1870-1965).

Rav Meir of Narbonne (HaMeili) 
(1190-1263), author of Sefer HaMeoros 
(halachic material on Berachos, Chullin, 
and Seder Moed). Died in Toledo, Spain.

Rav Moshe Yosef HaKohen Tawil, 
zaken rabbanei Aram Soba (Aleppo, Syria). 
Founded the Degel HaTorah yeshivah with 
Rav Shlomo Zafrani.
From 1894 until his petira, he served as 
Rav in Kintzk. In 1894, he published Chlkas 
Yoav. He also published a sefer called Kava 
Dekesheisa, 103 unanswered kushyos on 
Shas intended to whet the minds of bnei 
yeshiva. After the petira of the Avnei Nezer, 
Rav Yoav accepted the authority of his son, 
the Shem MiShmuel. After his own petira, 
his only son, Rav Meir succeeded him as 
Rav of Kintzk. His son held the post for 27 
years until he and his entire family were 
murdered. 

9 Cheshvan                     
Rabbeinu Asher ben Yechiel, the 
Rosh (1250-1327). One of the three pri-
mary rishonim on whom Rav Yosef Karo 
relied for the Shulchan Aruch. Rav Asher’s 
family traced its lineage to Rabbeinu Ger-
shon. Rav Asher learned under Rav Meir of 
Rotenberg. After 10 years as the successor 
of Rav Meir and the leader of German Jew-
ery, he escaped German persecution and 
settled in Toledo, Spain.

Rav Yosef Yehuda Leib Bloch (1860-
1930). Born in Rusein, he succeeded his 
father-in-law, Rav Eliezer Gordon, as Rosh 
Yeshiva of the Telshe Yeshiva. Reb Yosef 
Leib already began studying under Reb 
Leizer at the age of 15, in Kelm and mar-
ried Reb Leizer’s daughter at the age of 21. 
Reb Yosef Leib initiated many innovations. 
In 1894, he attempted to introduce Mussar 
to the yeshiva’s curriculum, and in 1897 he 
brought Rabbi Yehuda Leib Chasman zt”l to 
serve as the yeshiva’s Mashgiach.

Rav Shimon Shkop of Grodno (1860-
1939). Born in Turz, Poland, Rav Shimon 
studied in Mir at the age of 12, and then 
Volozhin at the age of 15, with Rabbi Chaim 
Soloveitchik. He was brought to Telshe in 
1885 by his uncle, Rav Lazer Gordon. Rav 
Shimon’s brother-in-law, Rav Shlomo Zal-
man Abel, was one of the three founders 
of the Telshe Yeshiva. He taught at Telshe 
for 18 years. He succeeded Rav Alter Shm-
uelevicz as Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Shaarei 
Torah in Grodno, from 1920 to 1939, trans-
forming it into one of the finest yeshivos in 
Poland and beyond. In 1929, Rav Shimon 
Shkop came to America to raise funds for 
the yeshiva, and accepted R’ Dov Revel’s 
invitation to serve as rosh yeshiva of Ye-
shiva Rabbeinu Yitzchak Elchanan in New 
York. However, at the request of the Chafetz 
Chaim, Rav Shkop returned to Europe after 
six months. In 1939, the Soviet Red army 
marched into Grodno during the Asseres 
Yemei Teshuva. Most of the talmidim fled 
to Vilna, but Rav Shimon Shkop was too old 

and sick to travel and remained behind with 
a few talmidim. He passed away a month 
later. Rav Shimon Shkop was the author of 
Shaarei Yosher.

Rav Dovid Laniado of Aram Soba 
(Aleppo, Syria), author of LeKodshim Ash-
er Ba’Aretz

10 Cheshvan                       
Gad ben Yaakov Avinu (1566 BCE-
1441 BCE)

Rav Yechiel Michel of Krakow, author 
of Seder Gittin (1660)

Rav Aryeh Leib of Stanislov, author of 
Nachlas Aryeh (1749). 

Rav Meir, Rav of Lelov and of Ostro-
ha, author of Meir Nesivim (1789).

Rav Avraham Oppenheim, author of 
Eishel Avraham on Shulchan Aruch (1826). 

Rav Yosef Meir, Rav of Golina (1831).

Rav Yitzchak Schick of Karlin, the 
Keren Ora (1851)

Rav Meir Shapit of Kobrin, author of 
Nir Liyerushalmi (1872).

Rav Shimon Groner, Mashgiach, Yeshiva 
Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin (1932-2005). Born 
in Brownsville, NY, to Rabbi Schnayer Zal-
man and Fayga Rochel Groner. Reb Schnay-
er Zalman was born in Yerushalayim, a 
scion of the well-known Grossman family, 
and he was a talmid of Yeshivas Eitz Chaim. 
He passed away when Shimon was only 
fourteen. Reb Shimon went to Chaim Ber-
lin, where the Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Yitzchak 
Hutner treated Shimon like a son. Rabbi 
Groner was married in 1959 to Nechama 
Dubba Fishbein and continued his learn-
ing in the Kollel Gur Aryeh of Chaim Ber-
lin. He taught the seventh and ninth grades 
in Yeshiva Ohr Yisrael of Forest Hills and 
from there was called by Rav Hutner to help 
found the Mesivta Chaim Berlin in Flat-
bush. After four years, he became a maggid 
shiur in the beis medrash, and in 1978 was 
appointed mashgiach ruchni, a post he held 
for his remaining 27 years.

Rav Dov Beirish Weidenfeld, the 
Tchebiner Rav (1881-1965). 
See Full Biography in this issue

11 Cheshvan                       
Metushelach ben Chanoch, grandfa-
ther of Noach (3074 BCE – 2105 BCE)

Rachel Imeinu (1554 BCE) (according 
to the Vilna Gaon, she was 36 years old; ac-
cording to Sefer Hayashar, 45)

Binyamin ben Yaakov Avinu (1554-
1445 BCE) 

Rav Menachem Nachum Twersky, 
the Chernobyl Rebbe (1730-1797), a 

student of the Baal Shem Tov and the Mag-
id of Mezritch. He authored Meor Einayim. 
He was succeeded by his son, Mordechai, 
founder of the Chernobyl dynasty, the de-
scendents of which are the Skverer Cha-
sidim, the current Rebbe of whom is Rav 
Dovid Twersky of New Square, NY.

Rav Pesach Pruskin, Rav and Rosh Ye-
shivah in Kobrin (1879-1939). Born to his 
widowed mother (he was named after his 
father, who died several months prior to his 
birth), in abject poverty. She took her five 
children to the home of her grandfather, 
Rabbi Pinchas Michael, who was Rav in 
Antipole. In his teens, he joined the yeshi-
vah of the Chofetz Chaim in Radin. He later 
went to Slobodka, where he was inspired 
by the Mussar of “der Alter,” Rabbi Nos-
son Tzvi Finkel, and spent a year at Kelm 
with Rabbi Simcha Zissel Ziv. The Alter of 
Slobodka, constantly searching for suitable 
cities in which to establish yeshivos, se-
lected Slutsk, a large city in White Russia, 
for his next undertaking. He dispatched 
Rabbi Isser Zalman Meltzer as Rosh Yeshi-
vah, with fourteen talmidim - among them 
Pesach Kobriner. He became mashgiach in 
Slutsk, than – in 1911 – Rav of Amtsislav 
(also called Mistsislav); there he opened 
a yeshiva. When the Bolsheviks took over 
Russia, and his native city of Kobrin was 
incorporated into Poland (by the Soviet-
Polish treaty of Riga, 1922), he escaped the 
Communist rule to Kobrin, where he be-
came Rav and opened another Yeshiva.

Rav Avraham Elimelech Weinberg, 
founder of Slonimer Chassidus (1804-
1883), a disciple of Rav Noach of Lechovitz, 
and author of Be’er Avraham on Mechilta, 
Yesod Ha’avodah, and Chessed L’Avraham. 
He was was active in the spread of the Cha-
sidic movement in Lithuania and was a 
main organizer of support for the religious 
communities in the Holy Land.

Rav Yehuda Leib Chasman, mashgiach 
of Yeshivas Chevron (1869-1935). Learned 
in Kelm under Rabbi Simcha Zissel Ziev, in 
Volozhin under the Netziv as well as that 
of the Rabbi Chaim Halevi Soloveichik of 
Brisk. In 1897, he was brought to serve as 
the Telz yeshiva’s Mashgiach. He established 
the independent Yeshiva in Shtutshin in 
1908. In 1912, he was rabbi of Shtutsin. In 
his last years, he was the spiritual director 
of the Slabodka Yeshiva in Hebron and in 
Jerusalem. In 1926, he became mashgiach 
at Chevron. He was the author of Ohr Yo-
hel. Among his talmidin was Rav Sholom 
Schwadron.

12 Cheshvan                       
Rav Nachum of Shadik, Yerushalayim

Rav Moshe Kramer, Av Beis Din in Vil-
na (1648). His surname, “Kramer” is derived 
from the Yiddish word for storekeeper. He 
owned a store, which his wife ran. As a re-
sult, he always insisted on not being paid for 
his rabanus.

Yahrzeits licensed to the Flatbush Jewish Journal by Manny Saltiel & Anshe.org

Yahrzeit      of the Week
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k"z inmruua ejmh ovrct crv
HaRav Avrohom Schwarzman, z”l

The family is sitting Shiva at
33 Gudz Road, Lakewood, NJ

through Monday morning October 14.
Shacharis: 7:30 am
Minchah: 6:10 pm

Maariv: 9 pm

Mrs. Chavi Schwarzman

Tzippy Knobel, Moshe Schwarzman, Toby Moskovits, 
Chayala Breiner, Le’le Kessner, Ari Schwarzman

Rabbi Aron Schwarzman, Rabbi Yosef Schwarzman

Mordy Mehlman

I, along with the entire Torah commu-
nity, was deeply saddened by the loss of R’ 
Avrohom Schwarzman this week.  His loss 
is immeasurable, but his impact will last for 
generations to come.  

The niftar was a legendary figure in the 
Mirrer Yeshiva and surrounding communi-
ty, renowned for his beautiful blend of ben 
adom lemokom and ben adom lechaveiro.  
His attachment to Hakodosh Baruch Hu 
was paramount in his life.  His K’viyas Itim 
L’Torah was known far and wide – the Mir-
rer Yeshiva Beis Hamedrash was truly his 
second home.  He had a smile and kind 
word for all, and the most generous of 
hearts – a baal tzedokoh and baal chessed of 
the highest caliber.

There are two aspects of his life and 
legacy I would like to focus on.  The first is 
his attachment to Torah learning.  For over 
four decades, he continued second seder in 
the Mirrer Yeshiva Beis Hamedrash with 
his choshuva lifelong chavrusah and dear 
friend, R’ Avrohom Kunstlinger.  They 
learned with tremendous hasmodoh and 
excitement, a majestic sight for all to wit-
ness.  As a talmid of Yeshivas Mirrer, I con-
tinued to see this inspiring sight, and it set 
the bar high for all working people.  

R’ Avrohom Schwarzman, z”l, was also 
zoche to learn b’chavrusah with his beloved 

Rosh HaYeshiva, HaRav Shmuel Bernbaum, 
zt”l.  They loved and respected each other, 
and it is therefore fitting that I apply a vort I 
heard from the Rosh HaYeshiva zt”l, to the 
life and legacy of the niftar.  Chazal teach:  
“Hillel Michayiv Es HoAniyim...,” meaning 
that our obligation to learn Torah is con-
stant, under all circumstances, and poverty 
or wealth is not an excuse.  The Rosh Yeshi-
va explained that Hillel created the possibil-
ity for a poor person to learn Torah, despite 
his pressing financial situation.  That ability 
was passed on to all Aniyim for the future, 
thus they all have no excuse.  Similarly, 
“Rebbi Elozor Michayiv Es HoAshirim” - 
despite his wealth, he focused on learning, 
thus creating the ability and obligation for 
all wealthy people to learn Torah.  By living 
example, the niftar taught that a business-

man could spend his entire life learning 
Torah, if he only wants to.  R’ Avrohom 
z”l taught that sheer willpower can make 
it happen.  He was truly a mentor for all 
of us, and an inspiration to follow.

Recently, R’ Avrohom z”l suffered 
greatly, through the illness that devastat-
ed his life, and finally brought on his trag-
ic petirah.  During this sad final period 
of his life, the niftar showed remarkable 

courage, emunah, and bitochon b’Hashem.  
He never gave up and never complained.  
He remained attached to Hashem and at-
tached to his learn-
ing, despite the 
obstacles and chal-
lenges he faced.  He 
will always remain 
a mentor to all of us 
on the value of life 
and the strength of 
spirit.

R’ Avrohom 
loved everyone, 
but his wife and 
children were truly 
precious to him.  
Despite his hectic 
schedule of work 
and learning, he 
was always there 
for them, and cher-

ished his time with them.  He was a husband 
and father to emulate, one whose examples 
will live forever.  

May Hakodosh Baruch Hu console his 
beautiful Mishpocho.  Their strength will 
come from the knowledge that their family 
was lead by such a unique and exemplary 
person.  He is surely looking down on them 
from Gan Eden with pride, and waiting for 
the day of Techiyas Hameysim, when once 
again he will continue leading us and them 
to great heights.  

Yehi Zichro Boruch. 

Our Role Model

R' Avrohom Schwarzman z"l

Partial view of Rav Avrohom Schwarzman's levaya in Mirrer Yeshiva.

R' Avrohom Schwarzman z"l learning with his 
Rosh HaYeshiva, Horav Shmuel Berenbaum zt"l
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Written by a loving granddaughter, Rachel.
I walked into the room
It was dark
A number of monitors were all that could be seen,
Keeping life in the small room.
On the bed sat my Zeidy
His face inflated by fluids,
His nose hidden by a ventilator,
His arms secured to many tubes,
A bandage wrapped around his head
There lay my Zeidy
The one who welcomed me into his home
Accepted me
For me
The one who showed me what strength is
The one who believed, when nothing seemed to be going right
The one who I love
My second father.
He lay there, sedated.
The very sight drew buckets of tears
Yet there was an intimidation
A glow
Of spirituality
Surrounding his body.
A tzadik.
Someone who I admire
Someone who inspires
Someone who gives.
I had so much to say
Yet silence took over
Like a dark shadow
Penetrating into my very being.
And then I was alone
I cried to him, “Zeidy, please!
We need you.
You are a fighter,
Fight!
You are the strong one,
You teach me how to be strong.
You teach me how to believe,
To give,
To grow,
To love unconditionally.”
Zeidy,
My Zeidy,
He was special,
Different,
Holy.
I am blessed
To have had him in my life,
To teach me how to live,
And how to grow.
I am, Zeidy,
I am growing.
I know you are watching,
And I hope that you are proud.

R' Avrohom Schwarzman z"l

A Tribute to my Mechutan, R' Avrohom
Alex Breiner

Although Abie was my high 
school classmate when we were to-
gether at the Philadelphia Yeshiva, I 
did not have a relationship with him 
then. When our children married, 
we became friends. How wonderful 
it is to say that my Mechutan is my 
friend. He was a math whiz in high 
school. When I next met him many 
years later, just before the Vort of 
our children, he had become a whiz 
at all things that were connected 
with a high caliber Torah character, 
especially, Hisbatlus and Bitachon. As a Mechutan, 
one can ask for no one better.

This past Yom Kippur was on Shabbos. On 
Thursday, the day before Erev Yom Kippur, I got a 
call in my office from our Philadelphia Rosh Yeshi-
va, Rav Shmuel Kaminetsky, Shlita. I thought to my-
self… what is Rav Shmuel doing calling ME on the 
day of year that he probably gets more phone calls 
than any other day…from Talmidim and others 
wishing him a G’mar Chasima Tova?  How often I 
called Rav Shmuel on the day before Erev Yom Kip-
pur in years past and could not get through because 
I waited until the last minute and was competing 
with hundreds of others for his attention? I asked 
the Rosh Yeshiva, …”why is the Rosh Yeshiva call-
ing me…it should me calling the Rosh Yeshiva?”. He 

answered in his very charming way 
that he also has the right to call peo-
ple and wish them a G’mar Chasima 
Tova. But I sensed that he had more 
to tell me. He then said that he has 
regards for me from my Mechutan, 
Reb Avraham Yitzchok whom he 
had just visited in Lakewood. I asked 
the Rosh Yeshiva, perhaps foolishly, 
how he found Avraham Yizchok’s 
condition. The Rosh Yeshiva, intel-
ligently, did not directly answer my 
question. He knew that I knew what 
Abie’s condition was then…just a few 

weeks ago. All the Rosh Yeshiva said in his answer 
to me was, “he speaks words of Bitachon.” That says 
it all. The Rosh Yeshiva seems to have wanted me 
to learn a lesson and get Chizuk from his observa-
tion of the true character of a man going through 
unfathomable suffering. I immediately shared this 
conversation with my children and now, I do so with 
others, including his children.

My wife and I owe Abie and his wife, Chavi, a 
great Hakaras Hatov for the manner in which they 
raised their daughter who married our son.  His 
children lost an irreplaceable father. As the Shiva 
continues and for a long time thereafter, they will 
hear stories about him that they never heard before, 
from people whom he helped and countless other 
wonderful stories. He was the rock of his family.

Dearest Totty,
I stood in the Mir Yeshiva again yes-

terday for the first time in years. The same 
faded paint, carefully lined up seforim and 
frosted windows we craned our necks 
through on Simchas Torah. Everything 
was familiar. The only thing missing was 
you. I peered down through the window 
slats at your seat. The place you always sat 
with the shtender leaning down against 
your knees. Yesterday the room was filled 
with people who had come to the Bais Me-

drash to honor your commitment to Torah 
and your Toradika life. When does the Bais 
Medrash open its doors for a Baal Habay-
is? The Rabbanim who stood in your hon-
or only knew part of the story. They spoke 
of your 45 years as a Talmud in the Mir, 
of your chavrusashaft with Reb Shmuel 
Berenbaum, of your commitment to mus-
sar and striving constantly to be a better 
Jew. They spoke of your open house, open 
heart and open wallet. And they spoke of 
your deep humility and utter lack of pre-

tension. When Reb Shmuel Kamenetsky 
and Reb Elya Svei A”h came to convince 
you to be a guest of honor at Yeshivah of 
Philadelphia, in spite of your abiding love 
of your Roshei Yeshiva your desire to stay 
quietly in the shadows won out. 

The maspidim failed to mention that 
with all of the learning, the Chesed and 
the burden of making the world a better 
place for everyone you met - you always 
put your family first. You had enough 
room in your heart to feel for every Jew 
- and to help them out with time, money 
and effort - but also to give us with an 

open heart. The hours you spent helping 
us with homework, biking through Marine 
Park, ice skating at Abe Stark and teaching 
us how to find the strength inside of our-
selves to be true to ourselves while living 
a Torah life. You lived life to the fullest - 
business, travel and friendship - and filled 
every minute with kedushah. And that will 
always be with us. 

Our hearts are empty - but they are also 
full. We were the luckiest kids to have had 
you as a father - even for but a short time. 
I daven now that we will make you proud. 

Your daughter

I wrote this on the way to Sloan Kettering on 
August 8, 2012 on the day of my father’s leg amputa-
tion. After much deliberation and consultation with 
the Slonimer Rebbe he decided to move ahead with 
the amputation to remove a cancer that was grow-
ing on his leg. The days leading up to the surgery 
were very sad for us - but my father’s bitachon gave 
us all chizuk. My father was a cyclist and a runner - 
the loss of his leg was a big nisayon and was going 
to greatly impact his day to day life. But throughout 
- the calmness and serenity never waivered. Nor the 
calm acceptance. The true lesson was communi-
cated in the hospital. After the Pre-op the doctors 
started to wheel him into the operating room - and 
he asked if he could walk even but a few steps. And 
though it was against protocol, the doctor agreed. 
He got off his bed and walked with a smile on his 
face. Later he explained that he wanted the zechus 
of walking to his akeidah with an open heart. 

What is grace? 
It is the strength to be strong 
Even when you feel weak. 
To have gladness in your heart, 
Even when there is sadness in your eyes. 
To feel gratitude for what is, 
Even when it is not. 
Grace is the strength to be carried 
By the children whom you’ve always carried. 
Grace is the lessons you have taught us, 
Even in your silence. 
And grace is what we see now. 
Today, as the sun shines for the world, 
But less so for us. 
The quiet acceptance, 
The serenity. 
What is grace? 
Grace is you.

A Letter to my Father

A Poem for my FatherMy Special Zeidy
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Rav Avrohom Schwarzman z"l with ybl"c his brothers, R' Ahron (left) and R' Yosef

R' Avrohom Schwarzman z"l R' Avrohom Schwarzman z"l

With his son, Moishy Hanochas Tefillin on his einikel

Hiking with his einiklach and his son Moishy
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NIFTAR/NIFTERES & FAMILY ADDRESS OF SHIVA GETTING UP

Mrs. Shirley Brick z"l
mrs. lakey Ryback - sister

R' Yossi Brick - son

R' (Dr.) elliot Brick - son

R' menachem Brick -  son

1747 e 21st street

Flatbush

tuesday

10/15/2013 

Mrs. Rachel Friedman z"l
mrs. Zissy Fishoff - daughter

mrs. Ricky sofer - daughter

1104 e 21st street

Flatbush

sunday

10/13/2013

Mrs. Devorah Solomon z"l
R' aron Rosenwasser - son

1104 54th street

Boro park

monday

10/14/2013

R' Avrohom Schwarzman z"l
mrs. chavy schwarzman - wife

R' aaron schwarzman -  brother

R' Yossi schwarzman -  brother

R' moshe chaim schwarzman -  son

R' ari schwarzman - son

mrs. tzippy knobel - daughter

mrs. toby moskowitz - daughter

mrs. chaya Breiner -  daughter

mrs. lele kessner - daughter

33 gudz Rd

lakewood

sunday

10/13/2013

R' Pinchos Liebhard z"l
mrs. olga leibhard - wife

R' sendy liebhard - son

R' moshe liebhard - son

910 51st st

Boro park

sunday

10/13/2013

Mrs. Toby Sultanik z"l
R' Robert sultanik - son

R' David sultanik - son

mrs. ann erlich - daughter

770 ocean pkwy apt 3F

Flatbush

sunday

10/13/2013

R' Cesar Sasson z"l
mrs. Fortunee sasson -  wife

R' Joe sasson - son

770 ocean parkway apt 5h

Flatbush

sunday

10/13/2013

Mrs. Nina Barkan z"l
mrs. leah kleyn - daughter

1545 Ryder st

Flatbush

sunday

10/13/2013

Habachur Uri Benenfeld z"l
R' moshe Benenfeld -  father

mrs. Devoiry Benenfeld -  mother

mrs. Rochel treitel - sister

1179 e 28th st

Flatbush

sunday

10/13/2013

Mrs. Chaya Sara Braun z"l
mrs. Rivka Blumenfeld - sister

mrs. hanyu Rosenberg - sister

R' Yitzchok Braun - son

R' Yanky Braun - son

R' akiva Braun - son

mrs. esther Brezel - daughter

mrs. chany gobioff - daughter

mrs. leah Felsenburg -  daughter

mrs. Ruchie schwartz - daughter

mrs. Rivky herskowitz - daughter

1674 48th st

Boro park

thursday

10/10/2013

R' Albert Schloss z"l
R' marty (menachem) schloss - son

R' simcha schloss - son

2070 new York ave

Flatbush

Friday

10/11/2013

R' Samuel Gluck z"l
mrs. esther Rosenberg - daugher

mrs. Rochel Weinstein - daughter

975 e 24th st

Flatbush

Friday

10/11/2013

miSaSkim 
Shiva liSTinG

Yahrzeit      of the Week
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Rabbi Moshe Boylan 

This coming Sunday, Tes Mar Chesh-
van, will be the seventy fourth yahrtzeit 
of Maran Rav Shimon Yehuda Hakohen 
Shkop ZT”L, one of the Gedolei Roshei 
Yeshiva prior to World War II. 

The following Maamar is based upon 
the Hakdamah (introduction) of Rav Shi-
mon’s sefer, “Shaarei Yosher”. 

Hashem Yisbarach should be praised 
for creating us Betzalmo V’Bidemus Tavni-
so (as we mention in the Sheva Berachos). 
This means that we are Kiveyachol created 
in the image of Hashem. {Likewise there is 
a mitzvah for us to imitate Hashem’s mid-
dos, as Chazal tell us “Mah Hu Af Atah” 
(just as Hashem has certain middos, so too 
must we, at least on our limited level, imi-
tate these middos). This includes middos 
tovos like being merciful and benevolent. 
Rav Shimon ZT”L will expound upon how 
we are to emulate Hashem, at least to some 
extent.}

When Hashem Yisbarach created the 
world, it was with the complete desire to 
be Maitiv (do good) with others. {Hashem 
does not need us; rather He created the 
world in order to do good, Kiveyachol, 
with His creations.} Just as Hashem has in-
tention to do good for others, so too must 
we, His creations, also have in mind always 
to devote all of our physical and spiritual 
Kochos (strengths) for the good of others. 

It would appear to me that this is in-
cluded in the mitzvah of “Kedoshim Ti-
heyu” (you should be holy). The Midrash 
says, “Yachol Kemoni” (you would think 
that you should be holy like me)? On this 
the Pasuk teaches us, “Ki Kadosh Ani”, Ke-
dushasi Lemalah Mikedushaschem. {The 
Pasuk says that Hashem is holy, implying 
that as holy as we can become, Hashem 
will remain holier than us.}

What exactly is included in the mitzvah 
of Kedusha (being holy)? Chazal tell us 
that “Kedoshim Tiheyu” tells us that “Pe-
rushim Tiheyu” (we should be separated 
from this world). To what degree should 
we be separated from this world? The 
Ramban explains that the Pasuk is telling 
us that even things which are technically 
permitted should only be done in a way 
that will be “Leshaim Shamayim” and not 
with the intention of merely enjoying our-
selves in Olam Hazeh. For instance, if one 
only needs two slices of pizza to be healthy, 
and eats five slices in order to enjoy Olam 
Hazeh, he has not violated the laws of 
Kashrus. At the same time, he is not living 
a life of holiness, as his intention to involve 
himself in Olam Hazeh in order to enjoy 
himself (without any spiritual reason) is a 
lack of kedusha, holiness. A person who in-
dulges himself without proper intentions 
is called a “Naval Bireshus Hatorah” (a base 
person in the boundaries of the Torah). 

Rav Shimon asks how it is possible to 
say that we must be holy like Hashem, if 

holiness relates to separation from Olam 
Hazeh? Hashem’s essence is always re-
moved intrinsically from this world, so in 
what sense is Hashem “holy”? 

We must explain that the mitzvah of 
Kedusha is telling us that the foundation 
and root of the purpose of our life must be 
that everything we do should be dedicated 
to Klal Yisroel. We should not use any ac-
tion, or pleasure if it is exclusively for our-
selves. Instead, our pleasures and actions 
should be with the intention to help others. 

Even if one has in mind to enjoy this 
world in order to keep himself healthy, this 
can also relate to Kedusha. He can have in 
mind that through keeping himself healthy 
he will be able to help others. {In a related 
story, the Chofetz Chaim ZT”L was once 
told of a Rosh Yeshiva who was not eating 
enough. He gave mussar to this person by 
saying that one of the obligations of a Rosh 
Yeshiva is to ensure that his talmidim have 
a healthy Rosh Yeshiva.}

  Now we can understand how our ke-
dusha can be related, at least to a degree, to 
Hashem’s kedusha. Hashem lives, Kiveya-
chol, with a complete desire to do good for 
others, and to being maitiv without inten-
tion to take for Himself. In a similar vein, a 
Yid can live with a complete desire that all 
his life and pleasures should be a vehicle 
to help others.

We can continue this line of thought 
by understanding how Hashem’s level of 
kedusha is higher than our level of Kedu-
sha. Hashem has a complete desire to do 
good for others, without any need or de-
sire to do good to Himself, Kiveyachol. A 
human being, on the other hand, cannot 
live like this, as Chazal teach us, “Chayecha 
Kodmin” (ones own life takes precedence 
to another person’s life). {If one only has 
enough water to save himself or some-
one else, he should use the water to save 
himself.} While we can be somewhat like 
Hashem in dedicating our 
lives to others, we must not 
totally forget about ourselves 
(in the way that Hashem for-
gets about himself, Kiveyachol, 
when He does good for others 
with complete altruism).  

 This is included in what 
Chazal told us, “Im Ain Ani 
Li Mi Li U’Chesheani Leatzmi 
Mah Ani” (if I am not for my-
self who is for me, and if I am 
only for myself what am I).

Rav Shimon beautifully ex-
plains that there are different 
levels of “Ani” (feeling for one-
self) that people have. If one 
is on a low level then his “Ani” 
is only himself. A person on a 
higher level considers his “Ani” 
to be his family. The highest 
level is that one’s “Ani” (sense 
of self) includes the entirety of 
Klal Yisroel. 

Thus, “Im Ain Ani Li Mi Li”, one cannot 
only think about others (as is the case with 
Hashem), but must think about himself. 
“Ucheshani Leatzmi Mah Ani”, if my “Ani” 
is only myself then what am I. My sense of 
self must be to care about the entirety of 
Klal Yisroel, who I view as part of me. 

The Rosh Yeshiva explains that one 
must truly understand that he has been 
given Kochos, whether financial or other-
wise, for the sake of others. While one must 
take care of his own needs, he must realize 
that a fundamental part of his avodah, and 
the abilities and talents he has been given, 
are in order to help others. 

Now we can understand the depth of 
what Chazal mean, when they say, “Aser 
Bishvil Shetisasheir” (one should tithe his 
produce in order to become wealthy). On a 
simple level, this is saying that if one gives 
a tenth of the produce of his field to the 
Levi, then he will be blessed with wealth. 
Some extend this to be saying that even 
one who gives a tenth of the money he 
earns (Maaser Kesafim) will be blessed 
with wealth. 

The logic to this statement is that Hash-
em gives a  person money not only to help 
himself, but also to help others. Every per-
son is really like a Gizbar, a treasurer, to 
help others. If he proves himself as a good 
Gizbar, then Hashem will give him even 
more wealth. If, chas veshalom, he is not a 
good gizbar, and keeps the whole money 
for himself (or doesn’t give enough of his 
money to tzedakah as his wealth would 
require) then Hashem will be inclined to 
give him less money, as he has not used the 
money he was given properly. 

This concept is not only with regards 
to money, but also with regards to other 
things which Hashem gives him. If Hash-
em has given a  person greatness in Torah, 
it is not merely so that he can become 
great in Torah only for himself. Instead, 

this greatness is intended for him to “share 
the wealth” with others. A talmid chochom 
is expected to share the Torah he has ac-
quired with others, such as through giving 
shiurim, writing seforim, paskening shailos, 
etc. If the talmid chochom will not share his 
Torah with others, then Hashem may pre-
vent him, chas veshalom, from continued 
success in Torah. 

Rav Shimon personified the personal-
ity traits that he explained in this Maamar. 
Rav Shimon’s Gadlus Betorah was not kept 
merely for himself, but instead was direct-
ed to help Klal Yisroel in his generation 
and in future generations. 

The Rosh Yeshiva was one of the great 
Marbitzei Torah in his generation, teach-
ing Torah in many Yeshivos, including Telz 
and Grodno. His lumdishe shtiklach Torah 
were said, and continue to be said over in 
Yeshivos all over the world. 

Talmidim were mispalel, impressed, by 
the tremendous savlanus, patience which 
Rav Shimon displayed towards them. He 
would say over the same sevara, logic, 
many times in order to ensure that his 
talmidim understood them properly. 

Once Rav Dovid Lifschitz ZT”L spent a 
large amount of time speaking in learning 
with the Rosh Yeshiva. Rav Dovid felt bad 
to take away so much time from his rebbe, 
and apologized for this. Rav Shimon told 
him the above “vort” about “Aseir Bishvil 
Shetisasheir”; If I spend time sharing my 
Torah with others, then Hashem will con-
tinue helping me to learn Torah properly. 
Thus, you shouldn’t feel bad about taking 
my time, as specifically through teaching 
Torah to others will I merit hatzlacha in 
my learning. 

In the zechus of following in the path of 
Rav Shimon in devoting ourselves to Klal 
Yisroel and particularly Harbatzas Hato-
rah, may we see hatzlacha in all of our en-
deavors.  

Divrei Hashkafah From Maran Rav Shimon Yehuda Hakohen 
Shkop ZT”L Based Upon The Hakdamah of The “Shaarei Yosher”

Yahrzeit      of the Week
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Rabbi Nosson Scherman

When Rabbi Zundel Hutner, the fu-
ture Rav of Eisheshok was a chassan, his 
mechutanim heard that he was not a baal 
kisharon and wanted to break the shidduch. 
They consulted the Brisker Rav, Rabbi Ye-
hoshua Leib Diskin, who cited the Mish-
nah’s promise that one who serves Hashem 
in poverty will be enabled to serve Him in 
prosperity. Reb Yehoshua Leib said that 
this applies to kisharon as well as to money. 
The marriage went ahead, and Reb Zundel 
became one of the most prominent rab-
banim in Lita.

When Rabbi Isser Zalman Meltzer was 
a chassan, he developed a lung ailment, and 
the mechutanim wanted to drop the shid-
duch. They consulted the Chofetz Chaim, 
who said, “Some people have good health 
and others  live long.” The marriage went 
ahead and Reb Isser Zalman, despite frail 
health, went on to became one the great 
roshei yeshivah of his era and lived into his 
eighties, which was unusual in those days.

If someone had been told that an 
American high school boy from Chicago, 
who was destined to develop Parkinson’s 
Disease, was a candidate to marry the 
daughter of the Mirrer Rosh Yeshivah of 
Jerusalem and would himself become a 
great rosh yeshivah, he would have said that 
the idea was too ludicrous even for a color 
war play. But Hashem has his ways. Rabbi 
Nosson Zvi Finkel, the high school boy 
from Chicago, become a major Rosh Ye-
shivah, the backbone of one of the world’s 
greatest yeshivas, and a man who inspired 
b’nai Torah like few others in our time.

He proved day in and day out that 
physical infirmity is a challenge, but not a 
defeat. There were no compromises in his 
life. His daily hours of learning could not 
be curtailed by travel and pressures. His 
responsibility for talmidim remained fore-
most despite ever more extreme physical 
difficulty. The burden of carrying the yeshi-
vah’s budget became heavier and heavier 
and heavier, but his frail shoulders never 
flinched. 

A young man with a 
physical disability once 
came to Rabbi Shlomo 
Zalman Auerbach with 
a she’aylah. The rav ruled 
leniently. The man left, 
but he was troubled. He 
dragged himself back to 
the Reb Shlomo Zalman’s 
apartment and asked if 
the p’sak was l’chat’chila or 
b’dieved. Reb. Shlomo Zalman replied, “For 
you, it is l’chat’chila because you are lim-
ited.” Indignantly, the young man replied, 
“I am not limited! It just takes me longer!”

Reb. Nosson Tzvi was not limited. He 
showed the rest of us that a person has 
an infinite store of ability if he refuses to 
surrender to “sure defeat.” Without his dis-
ability, he would have been acknowledged 
as one of the gedolei hador and a rosh ye-
shivah of the highest order. To have ac-
complished all that he did in his physical 
condition, placed him on an unimaginably 
high plateau. Chazal say that Hashem saw 

that tzaddikim would be 
few, so He apportioned 
them among the genera-
tions where they would 
be needed. Our genera-
tion is blessed with ease, 
prosperity, and luxury. 
We need a role model of 
someone who defeated 
adversity, dedicated his 
life to his tzibbur, let 

nothing interfere with his hasmadah, de-
livered shiurim with his neshamah when 
his body would not cooperate – in short, 
our generation needed a role model of 
someone who transformed his body into a 
neshamah and transformed mesiras nefesh 
from a cliché into a reality.

Hashem saw that such tzaddikim were 
few, but that our generation needed one. 
Baruch Hashem, He gave us Reb. Nosson 
Tzvi.  May his example remain fresh in our 
hearts and aspirations.

Yehi Zichro Baruch

When Tzaddikim Were Few	

Moshe Caller

I just heard the terrible news. Absolute 
shock and unbearable pain.

B”H, I had the zechus to get to know 
the Rosh Yeshiva about 5 years ago. I was 
at the Yarchei Kallah in Yerushalayim and 
R’ Nosson Zvi came to speak to the crowd.  
He was wheeled up to the dais to begin 
his speech and then attempted to stand 
for a good minute or two. When he was 
told to speak from his wheelchair, with-
out standing up, he responded by saying 
“for people who came to learn, I have to 
stand up”. That was his mantra. Torah, To-
rah and more Torah. No matter how diffi-
cult or painful, that was all he cared about, 
each day and night.

After witnessing this, I was truly moved 
and became “a Talmid”. Although I never 
had the zechus to be learning at the Mir as 
a bochur, I visited Eretz Yisroel numerous 
times during the last few years just to be 
able to learn at the Mir.  People would ask 
me, why can’t you just learn in America, 
isn’t every Bais Medrash the same??   I 
can’t explain what it was, but every time 
I walked into the Mir Bais Medrash, I felt 
an unbelievable kedusha and had such a 
cheshek to just want to learn.   I have no 
doubt it was because of the incredible me-
siras nefesh of the Rosh Yeshiva zt”l (which 
also explains how there are more than 
6,000 bochurim and yungerleit sitting and 
shteiging in his yeshiva today).

I thank Hashem for having given me 
the fortitude and vision to understand the 
greatness of Rav Nosson Zvi, before the 
opportunity ended.    Each time I would 
visit the yeshiva to learn, my first stop was 
always by him, to tell him I was here and 
to get a brocha for hatzlocha in my learn-

ing there. I would also make sure to thank 
him before I left to go home for allowing 
me the incredible opportunity to use his 
yeshiva as a place to run away from all the 
nonsense and to just be able to learn.  The 
smile that it brought to him made the trip 
something I would always look forward to 
making. 

We had the honor of having him at 
our home this summer.  I couldn’t bear to 
see him suffer from the spasms his disease 
caused him.  I would literally cry for him 
whenever I saw him in America, which 
was numerous times.  I knew that in order 
for him to get here, he would have suffered 
tremendous discomfort and pain, sitting 
on a plane for so many hours. He appre-
ciated the fact that it really hurt me and 
always thanked me for feeling this way.  I 
told him the same thing every time I saw 
him, that one day people will wake up and 
realize that instead of him coming to col-
lect, they would run to give him instead.  
He would always smile and say “halevai “.  
Unfortunately that didn’t happen.

I have no doubt that his heart attack 
had much more to do with the agmas 
nefesh of not paying his kollel yungerleit 
for the last few months, then it did with his 
illness. There was nothing more important 
to him than Limud Hatorah.  My chavrusa 
at the Mir, Harav Hillel Rothman, Shlita, 
Rosh Chabura, can attest (among many 
others) to the enormous pain Rav Nosson 
Zvi carried with him, knowing that his 
talmidim couldn’t get their monthly sti-
pend.  He knew only too well that it meant 
that for many of these families it meant 
that buying a loaf of bread and some milk 
would be practically impossible.  I recall 
the last few times I was at the yeshiva, there 
were always kollel yungerleit walking into 

the office to find out when a check would 
be forthcoming. I can share with you that 
it was a painful sight to see. Can you imag-
ine the pain it must have brought to their 
father and Rebbe!! Unbearable!)

B”H, I was zoicha to see him before 
Succos when I went to learn in the Mir for 
Asseres Yimai Teshuva.  I will never for-
get sitting by his table with my chavrusa, 
Rav Hillel Rothman, Shlita, and telling 
him a shtikel Torah we were mechadesh 
that day. His had a huge smile and said he 
was maskim to the vort and asked me to 
bend down so he could kiss me. (Because 
to Rav Nosson Zvi, a shtikel Torah brought 
more joy than any amount of money ever 
could).  Something I will never forget. 

He invited me to the siyum the yeshiva 
was having for mesechta Pesachim at the 
end of the Zman.  I’ll never forget the pure 
joy on his face sitting up there and shep-
ping nachas from the enormous kiddish 
Hashem that was being made by the Lim-
ud HaTorah that was accomplished.  As 
he was leaving, I shook his hand and he 
took my hand with both of his hands and 
smiled.... And with his eyes, he said to me, 
NOW YOU UNDERSTAND WHAT I 
DO ALL THIS FOR.  

Words can’t begin to describe the pain 
of this loss. We are yesomim without him. 
We clearly didn’t have enough zechusim to 
keep him in this world. The best thing we 
can do for his neshoma is to learn more 
Torah in memory of possibly the biggest 
marbetz Torah and by far the biggest me-
siras nefesh in the history of klal Yisroel.  
Yehi Zichro Boruch.

As an additional thought:
I heard over from Rabbi Frand in the 

name of Rav Chaim Shmulevitz zt”l, that 
every ounce of strength that klal Yisroel 

has had throughout time, to be able to 
serve Hashem, and in many instances to 
die Al Kiddush Hashem R”L, is only pos-
sible because of the path that our Avos fol-
lowed and enabled us to replicate. From 
the hachnosas orchim that Avrom pro-
vided, to the way That Yitzchok was able 
to accept “divrai chachomim “, to be will-
ing to be a korbon for Hashem, despite the 
fact that it was contrary to every part of 
the Torah that he knew, which clearly was 
opposed to the idea of giving up one’s life. 
It was only because of that path that was 
already established by our zaidas that al-
lowed us the strength and emuna to follow 
suite today...

Similarly, looking at the kollel yunger-
leit sitting around me when I’m at the 
Mir, who are sitting and learning with an 
unbelievable gishmak and simcha, despite 
the dire circumstances at home, not know-
ing where their next meal will come from, 
not having money to go to a dentist to 
treat a terrible toothache, etc., etc.  Watch-
ing them sit and learn, you would think 
they all have bank accounts full of money 
to take care of all their needs, without a 
care in the world.

It is obvious that just like our Avos set 
a path that enables us to follow, so too has 
Rav Nosson Zvi, our rebbe and father set 
a path of pure mesiras hanefesh and true 
simchas hachayim from Limud HaTorah, 
that makes the most difficult circumstanc-
es meaningless.  As we have seen by the 
example set by our Rosh HaYeshiva, more 
Ameilis HaTorah, equals more simchas 
hachaim.

May he continue to inspire us to fol-
low the example he set, and enable us to 
greet Moshiach with him in the coming 
days, IY”H.

How Rav Nosson Zvi Finkel Impacted Me!

Yahrzeit      of the Week
Reprints of articles that ran in the FJJ upon the Petirah of Horav Nosson Tzvi Finkel zt"l

marking his yahrzeit: 
11 cheshvan



Flatbush Jewish Journal | 75Thursday, October 10, 2013718.692.1144 | www.flatbushjewishjournal.com

Howard Schultz

Nov. 8, 2011 - The Jewish world is 
plunged into mourning with the un-
timely passing of Rabbi Nosson Tzvi 
Finkel, the Rosh Yeshiva of Mir in Je-
rusalem.

I grew up in federally subsidized 
housing in Brooklyn. I was part of a 
generation of families that dreamed 
about the American dream. My dad had 
a series of blue-collar jobs. An unedu-
cated man, he was kind of beaten by the 
system. He was a World War II veteran 
who had great aspirations about Amer-
ica, but his dream was not coming true.

At the age of seven, I came home 
one day to find my dad sprawled on the 
couch in our two-bedroom apartment 
in a full-leg cast; he had fallen on the 
job and broken his leg. This was way be-
fore the invention of Pampers, and he 
worked as a delivery driver for cloth di-
apers. He hated this job bitterly, but on 
this one day, he wished he had it back. 
In 1960 in America, most companies 
had no workers' compensation and no 
hospitalization for a blue-collar worker 
who had an accident. I saw firsthand the 
plight of the working class.

That experience had a significant ef-
fect on how I see the world. When I got 
into a position of responsibility at Star-
bucks, what I wanted to try to do was 
build a kind of company that my father 
never got a chance to work for.

We at Starbucks have been trying to 
create an industry that did not exist, and 
a kind of brand that was very unusual. 
We said to ourselves that if we wanted 
to build a large enterprise and a brand 
that had meaning, relevance and trust 
for all its constituencies, then we first 
had to build trust with our employees. 
So we tried to co-author a strategy in 
which those who worked for the busi-
ness were really part of something. As a 
result, in 1989 we began to provide eq-
uity in the form of stock options to our 
employees.

When we did this, we had a couple 
hundred employees and fewer than 50 
stores. Today, we have close to 50,000 
employees, whom we call partners, and 
we will open up our 3,500th store at 
the end of this month. We have built, 
I think, an enduring business upon a 
premise that says the experience that 
we create inside our company will be 
the defining mechanism of building our 
brand. We said we must first take care of 
our people.

A business must be built on a set of 
values, a foundation that's authentic, so 

you can look in the mirror and be proud 
of what's going on.

Recently I was walking down a street 
in London that was a very high-fashion 
piece of real estate. It had one designer 
store after another. Expensive stores, 
expensive rents. Out of the corner of 
my eye, I saw a storefront that just did 
not fit. It was about 12 feet wide, and no 
more than a 500 square foot store. In the 
midst of all these fancy signs and fancy 
stores, this store had one word on top of 
the door: "Cheese." I couldn't figure out 
what it was, so, curious, I went in.

Behind the counter was a poorly 
dressed 70-year old guy, and I was the 
only customer. As soon as I walked in, 
he came to life. I said, "I don't know 
much about London, but it appears to 
me that this store really doesn't fit on 
this street." He replied, "Many people 
have said that to me, young man. But the 
truth is, it's been here over 100 years."

I said, "I'm sure you can make a lot 
more money on this store if you leased 
it or you sold your business." He replied, 
"Well, I wouldn't lease it because I own 
the building. The legacy, responsibil-
ity and pride that I have is to the gen-
erations of my family who have come 
before me. That is why I come to work 
every day to be a purveyor of cheese to 
honor the people who've come before 
me."

The cheese just came to life with his 
words.

Think about all our experiences ev-
ery day. How often does anybody honor 
us as a consumer? Rarely. But when it 
does happen, the power of the human 
spirit really does come through. At the 
end of the day, when business is really 
good, it's not about building a brand 
or making money. That's a means to 
an end. It's about honoring the human 
spirit, honoring the people who work 
in the business and honoring the cus-
tomer.

When I was in Israel, I went to 
Mea Shearim, the ultra-Orthodox area 
within Jerusalem. Along with a group 
of businessmen I was with, I had the 
opportunity to have an audience with 
Rabbi Noson Tzvi Finkel, the head of a 
yeshiva there [Mir Yeshiva]. I had never 
heard of him and didn't know anything 
about him. We went into his study and 
waited 10 to 15 minutes for him. Finally, 
the doors opened.

What we did not know was that 
Rabbi Finkel was severely afflicted with 
Parkinson's disease. He sat down at the 
head of the table, and, naturally, our in-

clination was to look away. We didn't 
want to embarrass him.

We were all looking away, and we 
heard this big bang on the table: "Gen-
tlemen, look at me, and look at me right 
now." Now his speech affliction was 
worse than his physical shaking. It was 
really hard to listen to him and watch 
him. He said, "I have only a few minutes 
for you because I know you're all busy 
American businessmen." You know, just 
a little dig there.

Then he asked, "Who can tell me 
what the lesson of the Holocaust is?" He 
called on one guy, who didn't know what 
to do -- it was like being called on in 
the fifth grade without the answer. And 
the guy says something benign like, "We 
will never, ever forget?" And the rabbi 
completely dismisses him. I felt terrible 
for the guy until I realized the rabbi was 
getting ready to call on someone else. 
All of us were sort of under the table, 
looking away -- you know, please, not 
me. He did not call me. I was sweating. 
He called on another guy, who had such 
a fantastic answer: "We will never, ever 
again be a victim or bystander."

The rabbi said, "You guys just don't 
get it. Okay, gentlemen, let me tell you 
the essence of the human spirit.

"As you know, during the Holocaust, 
the people were transported in the 
worst possible, inhumane way by rail-
car. They thought they were going to a 
work camp. We all know they were go-
ing to a death camp.

"After hours and hours in this in-
humane corral with no light, no bath-
room, cold, they arrived at the camps. 
The doors were swung wide open, and 
they were blinded by the light. Men 
were separated from women, mothers 
from daughters, fathers from sons. They 
went off to the bunkers to sleep.

"As they went into the area to sleep, 
only one person was given a blanket for 
every six. The person who received the 
blanket, when he went to bed, had to 
decide, 'Am I going to push the blanket 
to the five other people who did not get 
one, or am I going to pull it toward my-
self to stay warm?'"

And Rabbi Finkel says, "It was 
during this defining moment that we 
learned the power of the human spirit, 
because we pushed the blanket to five 
others."

And with that, he stood up and 
said, "Take your blanket. Take it back 
to America and push it to five other 
people."

Chaim Zelmanowitz 

You could feel the excitement in the 
air. The buzz after Shachris was all about 
the special visitor we were going to wel-
come.

Rav Nosson Tzvi was coming to our 
neighborhood!

My mind transported me fifteen 
years back to the Rosh Yeshiva’s dining 
room. I remembered the amount of Se-
forim that surrounded the walls. 

The Rosh Yeshiva asked me a few 
small questions about my current Ye-
shiva, the Sugia I was learning, basically 
putting me at ease.

The Rosh Yeshiva read my Hamlotza 
letter with keen interest and proudly 
proclaimed “any Talmid of Rav Yeshaya 
Shlita is welcome in my Yeshiva!

“And now that you are accepted, do 
you want to talk in learning with a tired 
man?”

The Rosh Yeshiva listened intently 
for a few minutes commenting a bit un-
til he seemed to doze off.

One of the Rosh Yeshiva’s attendants 
signaled to me that my “Faher” was now 
over and I should be on my way.

Armed with my acceptance letter, I 
entered the Mir Yeshiva and had an un-
forgettable Z’man.

Although I did briefly see the Rosh 
Yeshiva over the next fifteen years, be it 
a dinner, or fund raiser, I figured today 
would be a good time to finish my “Fa-
her” with the Rosh Yeshiva. 

My plan to seek out the Rosh Yeshiva 
did not take place, as I responded for an 
emergency that lasted a few hours. Upon 
my return, the Rosh Yeshiva was already 
on his way back to Eretz Yisroel.

“Maybe this year will be the year I 
will join the Mir Yarchei Kallah. Perhaps 
I will see the Rosh Yeshiva at another 
fundraiser. Maybe I will go to the Mir 
dinner earlier than usual this year to say 
a few words to the Rosh Yeshiva”. These 
thoughts were going through my mind 
and I am sure were going through many 
minds of other Talmidim.

Alas, all this thought was for naught, 
as the Rosh Yeshiva returned his Nesha-
mah on Yud Aleph Mar Cheshbon.

There are thousands of Talmidim 
like myself who looked to the Rosh Ye-
shiva and were amazed and moved by 
the Mesiras Nefesh and physical toll that 
the Rosh Yeshiva accepted with Ahava. 
Every trip to America, seeing the Rosh 
Yeshiva being led into another house, 
another Yeshiva. We all knew that the 
Rosh Yeshiva was doing it for us, his 
Talmidim. 

I am one Talmid who regrets not 
making a stronger Kesher with the Rosh 
Yeshiva - and now it is too late!

A Missed Opportunity 
with my Rosh Yeshiva

A Blanket of Trust
The chairman of Starbucks learns about life 
from Rabbi Nosson Tzvi Finkel, zt"l

Reprinted from Aish.com

Yahrzeit      of the Week
Reprints of articles that ran in the FJJ upon the Petirah of Horav Nosson Tzvi Finkel zt"l

marking his yahrzeit: 
11 cheshvan
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Yahrzeit      of the Week

Nesanel Gantz 

The Tchebiner Rav, Rav Dov Berish 
Weidenfeld was considered one of the 
greatest minds in Torah Jewry during the 
past century.  His sheer genius was only 
surpassed by his extreme love of Torah.  
The “Tchebiner” is an outstanding model 
of a true Tzaddik, but it took persuasion 
for him to be willing to expose his genius 
to the world. (The Chazon Ish, upon see-
ing the Tchebiner Rav for the first time re-
marked to his companion “There goes an 
‘Ehrlicher Yid’)

He was born on January 5th 1881 (5th 
day of Shevat) in the small town of Hrim-
lov in Galicia (the current Ukraine).  
His father was the author of the Kochav 
M’Yaakov – Rav Yaakov “Yekele” Weiden-
feld.  Rav Dov Berish became an orphan at 
the age of 13 after his father’s passing. 

At age 19, he married into the family 
of the famed Rav Yisroel Yosef HaCha-
rif of Tchebin. Together with his wife, he 
owned a small coal mining business.  Over 
the next 20 years the Tchebiner Rav was 
in a position considered rare  today.  De-
spite officially being a businessman, the 
Tchebiner’s whole day revolved around 
Torah study. In fact, it was his wife who 
handled the day to day administration. The 
sole purpose he entered into business was 
so that he could study Torah on his own 
and not be tied down by the duties any 
rabbinical position would entail. Despite 
his best efforts, his name spread far and 
wide. He was already known as the “Gaon 
of Tchebin” (the genius of Tchebin). Many 
of the generation’s Torah leaders corre-
sponded with him in all matters of Torah. 
He cherished these Teshuvos (responsa) 
and later published some of them in his 
Sefer entitled “Doveiv Meishorim”.  After 
he had completed his work day he would 
travel a significant distance to give a shiur 
(Torah discourse) to the local youth.

In 1923, after losing all his money in 
business, he finally acquiesced and ac-
cepted the position as Rabbi and head of 
the Beis Din in Trzebinia. (Note: His friend 
the known Rav Meir Arik ZT”L prayed 
that the Tchebiner should fail at business, 
so that Klal Yisroel should be privileged to 
benefit from this great Gadol.) There he 
established the Yeshiva Kochav M’Yaakov 
after his father.  The Yeshiva attracted 
many of the finest students from across 
Poland.	

At the outbreak of WWII the Nazi’s 
published a picture of the Tchebiner Rav in 
their hate filled newspaper “Der Stuhrm-
er”. Underneath his picture was the caption 
“The world’s greatest Talmudist”. Realizing 
his life was in extreme danger, he fled to 
Lvov for safety. 

He went through many trials and tribu-
lations between the years 1939 (when he 
first fled) and 1946, when he arrived in 

Eretz Yisrael.  The details of 
those years are beyond the 
scope of this article. It is 
imperative to mention 
that despite the horrible 
conditions of the war, 
the Tchebiner Rav was 
still sought out for his 
guidance in all Hala-
chic matters.  He would 
write his Torah thoughts 
on whatever materials he 
could find such as wood 
chips and torn paper bags. 
Finally in 1946, he was able 
to leave Russia with the few re-
maining members of his family 
to Eretz Yisrael, where he lived for 
the remainder of his life.

Upon his arrival in the holy land, he 
was immediately requested to be a leader 
to the Jewish people. He accepted a po-
sition on the Moetzes Gedolei Hatorah 
(council of Torah sages). Additionally, he 
was successful in re-establishing the Ko-
chav M’Yaakov – Tchebin Yeshiva in Eretz 
Yisrael. He was eventually succeeded as 
Rosh Yeshiva by his esteemed son-in-law 
Rav Baruch Shimon Schneerson. The Ye-
shiva is flourishing to this day, carrying on 
their founder’s legacy.

The Tchebiner was known for his phe-
nomenal memory; the following story 
can illustrate it in a profound way. There 
were merchants in Tchebin who would 
write down their transactions on the wall 
of their store. Whether people owed them 
money or whether it was regarding mer-
chandise they were purchasing, it was on 
that wall. One day, they hired a painter 
to do some painting in the store. As you 
might have guessed it, the painter painted 
over the entire wall with all their writings 
now gone. They were stuck; they had no 
idea who owed them money. In addition 
they were partners and they feared one 
would lose out when dividing the assets. 
They went to the Tchebiner Rav who fre-
quented their store. After relating their tale 
of woe, The Tchebiner told them not to 
worry. He then proceeded to write down 
every last word that was written on their 
wall, down to the very last number.

In a famous story, the Rav was once told 
he had to undergo a dangerous operation 
which posed a serious dilemma. The oper-
ation was one that would require heavy se-
dation so as not to feel the pain of the op-
eration. On the other hand, being that the 
Rav was old and weak at the time the doc-
tors were afraid that were he to fall asleep 
while under the effects of the anesthesia, 
he might never wake up. The Tchebiner 
told his doctors he had a solution to the 
problem. They could perform the opera-
tion with anesthetic; however he must be 
allowed to wear his Tefillin throughout 
the operation.  The Rav explained the rea-

soning to 
the per-

plexed 
physi-
cians 
“The 

Shul-
c h a n 

Aruch 
teaches 

us that it 
is forbid-

den to fall 
asleep while 

wearing Tefillin”. 
He assured his doctors 

that they could continue the operation as 
planned and he would not fall asleep.  Sure 
enough, the anesthetic was administered, 
and despite the fact that human nature 
would dictate that he drift off to sleep, the 
awe and fear of Hashem kept him wide 
awake during the whole procedure. 

Many people who were fortunate 
enough to receive a rare blessing from the 

Tchebiner Rav often talked of the open 
miracles they witnessed. A young man was 
once working on clothes for the Rav and 
mistakenly pricked the Rav with a needle. 
Needles to say, the young man felt hor-
rible. Despite the Tchebiner’s best tries to 
calm the young man down, assuring him 
that it did not hurt him at all, the man was 
inconsolable. The young man said “I will 
certainly go to Gehinnom for doing this 
great Aveira (sin). The Tchebiner straight-
ened up the young man and told him that 
were he to go to Gehinnom, he personally 
would see to it to pull him out. Towards 
the end of his life, the Tchebiner Rav called 
upon this particular young man. He told 
him “I know I promised you I would pull 
you out of Gehinnom. Know that I intend 
to fulfill my promise if necessary. All I ask 
of you is to please not make my job so dif-
ficult”. The greatness of this story is not 
the words uttered but the fact of who they 
were said by, makes it so profound as to 
the levels one can achieve through tireless 
toil in Torah.

The Tchebiner Rav passed away in 1965 
at the age of 84. 

Yehi Zichro Baruch

The Tchebiner Rav – Rav Dov Beirish Weidenfeld

Yahrtzeit - 10th of Cheshvan

WILL
Friday, October 11, 2013

The 7th of Cheshvan is the 17th Yahrzeit of

Mr. Joseph Rosenberger,
FOUNDER OF ALL SHATNES LABORATORIES

In his last will, he wrote:
Due to the fact that I spent all my years educating  

the Jewish public about the Mitzvah of Shatnes  
and therefore couldn’t learn enough Torah….

I am requesting the public to at least learn Torah for my Neshama, 
 which I will consider as a repayment for my years of devotion.

If you are unable to learn Mishnayos or Gemara,  
kindly say Tehillim for my Neshama.

hukv van ic ;xuh
SHATNES LABORATORY

203 LEE AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11206  •  718-387-8520

CLIP & SAVE
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Flatbush Shiurim Directory
 RABBI SHMUEL YITZCHAK ACKERMAN 

CHAZAL ON PARENTING  Tuesday Eve. 8:15 PM  1052 East 31 Street

 HARAV MOSHE BERGMAN 

CHOSHEN MISHPAT  Sunday 9:45 AM  Bais Moshe Shmiel  1782 East 28th Street

 BOSTONER REBBE 

CHUMASH SHIUR  Thursday 9:00 PM  Boston  2822 Avenue J /VARIOUS SUGYOS Sun. 10:15-11:00 AM  

 HARAV ELIYAHU BROG 

BABA METZIA  Mon. 9:30-11:00 AM   MOED K ATAN Tues. & Wed. 9:30-11:00 AM  Bais Yisroel 1820 Ocean Pkwy

MESECHTA BABA BASRA Thursday & Friday 9:30 - 11:00 AM 

MESECHTA SOTA Sunday 8:00 AM   MESECHTA SANHEDRIN Sunday 10:30 - 11:30 AM 

 HARAV SHLOMO CYNAMON 

CHUMASH SHIUR  Thursday 10:10 PM  Khal Bnei Torah  2925 Avenue K   BOSOR V'CHOLOV Sunday 9:30 - 11:00 AM 

 RABBI YOSSI DREBIN 

SHABBOS SHIUR  1 hour pre Mincha  Bais Moshe Shmiel  1782 East 28th Street

 HARAV MOSHE EICHORN 

AMUD YOMI  Daily 9:00 PM  Beth Mordechai 1358 East 13th Street

 HARAV AVROHOM EISEN 

CHUMASH & MEFORSHIM  Thursday  8:30-9:15 PM  Khal Pozna  2016 Avenue M
OHR HACHAIM HAK ADOSH  Shabbos 8:30 - 9:00 AM  

 HARAV BINYOMIN EISENBERGER 

ASSORTED TOPICS B’INYANA D’YOMA  Wednesday  8:15 PM  1164 East 23rd Street

 R' YAAKOV FINESTONE 

MESECHTE SHABBOS  Wednesday 9:15 PM  Khal Bnei Shlomo Zalman  2002 Avenue J

 HARAV YISSOCHAR FRAND 
LIVE V IDEO HOOKUP: HALACHIC ISSUES RELEVANT TO PARSHAS HASHAVUA
Thursday 9:00 PM  Young Israel Of Midwood  1694 Ocean Ave

 R' PINCHAS FRANKEL 

HILCHOS MUKTZAH  Tuesday 9:15 PM  Khal Bnei Shlomo Zalman  2002 Avenue J  
OHR HACHAIM HAK ADOSH  Shabbos 8:30 - 9:00 AM  

 HARAV YERACHMIEL FRANKEL 

CHUMASH IN DEPTH  Thursday  10:00-11:00 AM  Knesseth Bais Avigdor  1720 Avenue J

 HARAV YOSEF FRANKEL 

SHABBOS SHIUR  Shabbos 45 min. before Mincha  Khal Bnei Shlomo Zalman  2002 Avenue J

 HARAV ZELIG FRIEDMAN 

PEREK CHELEK MESECHTA SANHEDRIN  Wednesday 8:15 PM  Yeshiva Zichron Eliezer 1543 East 9th Street

 HARAV SHLOMO FURST 

MASECHES BEITZA Monday - Friday  9:40 - 10:30 AM  Agudath Israel Brookdale Senior Center  817 Avenue H

 HARAV AVROHOM GARFINKEL 

MESECHTA SUCCAH  Tuesday  8:00 PM  Congregation Bnei Israel  3190 Bedford Avenue

HALACHA SHIUR  Shabbos  1 hour before Mincha

 HARAV LIPA GELDWERTH 

HAFTORAS OF THE PARSHA  Sunday 9:00 PM  Congregation Kol Torah  2016 Avenue M

SHIUR IYUN - MESECHTA PESACHIM  Tuesday 8:00 PM  

 HARAV ELIEZER GINSBURG 

CHUMASH  Thursday 9:00 PM   Bnei Binyamin 727 Ave O

  HARAV CHASKEL DOVID HALBERSTAM 

EIN YAAKOV Friday 8:20 PM  Cong. Shaarei Zion  3210 Kings Highway

MINCHAS CHINUCH  Sunday  8:30 PM    MESECHTA MEGILAH Tuesday  8:30 PM   

 HARAV L. HENDEL 

GEMARA YERUSHALMI Monday 8:30 PM  Nachlas Levi Yitzchok - Chabad  3040 Nostrand Ave.

GEMARA FOR BEGINNERS  Monday - Friday  5:45 AM   

 HARAV YISROEL HIRSCH 

SHEILOS V'TESHUVOS Seudah Shlishis (30 min. before Maariv)  Khal Shaarei Shalom  2961 Nostrand Avenue

 HARAV SHMUEL SIMCHA HOROWITZ 

GEMARA IN DEPTH / MESECHTA BEITZAH Mon - Thurs 9:10-10:00 AM  Knesseth Bais Avigdor  1720 Ave. J

GEMARA PRIMER / MESECHTA SHABBOS  Monday - Thursday  10:10-11:00 AM   

 HORAV YOSEF KADIN 

MESECHTA KESUVOS  Tuesday 9:00 PM  Congregation Tomchei Torah  1966 Ocean Avenue (N&O)

 HARAV AHARON KAHN 

MISHLEI / HASHKAFA WITH PIRUSH HA’GRA Mon/Wed 10:00-11:00 AM  Knesseth Bais Avigdor  1720 Ave. J

GEMORAH B'IYUN Fridays  9:15 AM /HALACHA Sundays  9:15 AM/BAVA METZIA Tues. 9:00 PM/MUSSAR Thurs. 10:15 PM

 RABBI YITZCHOK KAUFMAN 

MESECHTA SHABBOS  Monday - Thursday 8:00 PM  Agudath Israel of Midwood  817 Avenue H

 HARAV YOSEF KIRSCHENBERG 

PARSHA / CHASIDUS  Tuesday 7:45 PM  Cong. Ohel Moshe  849 Ocean Parkway (I & H)

 CHAVREI HAKOLLEL 

YESH NOCHALIN  Tuesday 6:45 AM  Flatbush Morning Kollel  1340 East 9th Street (M-Ryder)

 HARAV AVROHOM KLEIN 

CHOVOS HALIVOVOS Thurs.  8:30 PM  MESECHES TAANIS Tues.  8:30 PM  Cong. Adath Yeshurun 3418 Ave N

BOYS MISHNAYOS Motzei Shabbos  10 minutes after Maariv   MESECHES BRACHOS Shabbos  45 min. pre Mincha  

 HARAV BARUCH KOTLER 

MESECHES AVODAH ZARA Wednesday 8:00 PM  Sharei Zion 2030 Ocean Parkway (T & U)

 HARAV ZALMAN LIBEROV 

MOSHIACH CLASS Tuesday 8:00 - 9:00 PM  The Chabad House  1923 Ocean Ave (N & O)

 HARAV LICHTIG 

CHUMASH B'IYUN Shabbos 5:00 PM  Cong. Bnei Avrum  197 Webster Avenue

 HARAV MOSHE TUVIA LIEFF 

MESECHTA MAKOS BIYUN  Mon. & Wed.  8:30 - 9:30 PM  Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin  2913 Avenue L

HALACHAH SHIUR  Monday  9:45 - 10:15 PM     CHUMASH SHIUR  Wednesday  9:45 - 10:15 PM  

PRI TZADDIK  Friday  9:00 - 10:00 AM     HALACHA BIYUN  Shabbos  1 hour before Mincha  

 HARAV YOCHANAN MAROSOV 

GEMARAH SANHEDRIN  Tuesday 8:30 PM  Kehilas Bais Menachem Mendel  1703 Ave. J

CHASSIDUS IN DEPTH  Wednesday 8:30 PM    MA AMORIM OF THE ALTER REBBE  Shabbos 8:30 AM 

 RABBI MORDECHAI MINTZ 

SUGYAS OVERVIEW  Sunday 10:30 AM   MESECHTA SHABBOS Mon-Friday 10:00 AM  Agudas Achim 1564 Coney Island

 HARAV YOSEF Y. PALTIEL 

DAVENING Monday  8:45 - 10:00 pm  Chabad of Flatbush  1923 Ocean Avenue (N&O)

 HARAV MEIR PLATNICK 

MISHNA BERURAH AMUD YOMI  Sunday-Thursday  Keser Yisroel Mordechai  2013 Avenue L

MISHLEI  Monday  8:45-9:20 PM   GEMORAH  Sunday 7:15 - 8:00 AM  

 HARAV YACOV RABINOWITZ 

CHUMASH & MEFORSHIM Monday-Friday 10:30 - 11:30 AM  Agudath Israel Brookdale Senior Center

 HARAV ARYEH RALBAG 

GEMARA SHIUR MASECHES TA'ANIS Mon - Fri  7:00 - 7:55 AM  Young Israel of Ave K  2818 Ave K

 HARAV ELIEZER DOVID RAPAPORT 

OHR HACHAIM Shabbos 8:15-8:45 AM  Khal Zichron Avrohom Yaakov  3203 Bedford  CHUMASH & MEFORSHIM  Thurs.  8:30 PM  

 HARAV YISROEL REISMAN 

PHONE SHIUR PARSHA Thursday  2:15 - 2:30 PM  CALL 712-432-1001  CODE 483003375#

NAVI SHIUR ON YEHOSHUA Ahi Ezer  Corner of Ocean Pkwy & Ave S  
Motzei Shabbos: Oct 9:00 PM, Nov. 8:30 PM DST /7:30 PM Standard Time, Dec/Jan. 7:30 PM, Feb. 8:00 PM, March 1/8 8:30 PM, 
March 22/29 9:30 PM, April 5/12 10:00 PM, April 19/26 10:15 PM, May 10:30 PM

 HARAV FISCHEL SCHACHTER 

PARSHAS HASHAVUA  Wednesday 9:50 PM  Yeshiva Ohr Yitzchok 1214 East 15th Street

 HARAV HERSCHEL SCHACHTER 

MESECHTAS SHABBOS  Monday 8:15 - 9:45 PM  Young Israel Of Midwood  1694 Ocean Ave

 HARAV REUVEN SCHEINBERG 

HILCHOS SHABBOS  Tuesday 10:00-11:00 AM  Knesseth Bais Avigdor  1720 Avenue J

 HARAV ELIYAHU SCHNEIDER 

SIFREI R' AVIGDOR MILLER  Thursday 9:00 - 9:40 PM  Agudah Bais Binyomin  2913 Avenue L

SEFER MADREIGAS HA ADAM  Motzei Shabbos 10:10 - 11:00 PM  HILCHOS SHABBOS  Tuesday 9:45 - 10:30 PM    MESILOS 
Y ISHORIM  Tuesday 9:00 - 9:30 PM    

OHR HACHAIM  Thursday 10:00 PM  Khal Zichron Mordechai  2645 Nostrand Avenue

 HARAV AVROHOM SCHORR 

EIN YA AKOV  Sunday  10:00 AM  Khal Tiferes Yaakov  1212 East 15th Street (L-Locust)

 RABBI DOVID SCHWARTZ 

MINCHAS CHINUCH Thursday 8:00 PM  Cong. Sfard  1575 Coney Island Avenue

CHASIDUS FOR MISNAGDIM  Thursday 9:15 PM   CHUMASH & OHR HACHAIM Shabbos  8:15 AM 

KLI CHEMDAH Shabbos approximately 10:00 AM    PERK AI AVOS Shabbos after Shkiah

 RABBI YECHIEL SCHWARTZ 

SUGYOS ON THE PARSHA Tuesday  8:30 PM  Yeshiva Kol Yaakov  1197 East 17th Street

 HORAV YOSEF SEKULA 

CHOVOS HALEVOVOS Sunday  8:20 PM  Cong. Nachlas Yitzchok Soblov  3418 Avenue L

INYONEI TEFILAH  Tuesday 8:20 PM    CHUMASH  Thursday 9:15 PM  

 HARAV ELI BARUCH SHULMAN 

GEMARA B'IYUN  Tuesdays  8:30 PM  Young Israel of Midwood  1694 Ocean Avenue
HALACHA  Shabbos  5:30 PM  (winter - 1 hour before mincha)   SHOFTIM Monday  8:30 PM  (Summer only)

 HARAV ZEV SMITH 

PRACTICAL HALACHOS  Sundays 8:30-9:30 PM  Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin  2913 Avenue L

 HARAV YITZCHOK STEINWURZEL 

HILCHOS SHABBOS 9:00 AM daily  PARSHAS HASHAVUA  Friday 8:00-9:00 PM  Bais Ephraim  2802 Avenue J

 HARAV MENDEL TEITELBAUM 

HILCHOS SHABBOS Shabbos 8:30 AM  Kollel Zichron Shmiel Chenskowitz  1167 East 13th Street

NIGHT KOLEL - HALACHA SHIUR  Sunday - Thursday 8:15 - 9:15 PM  

 HARAV MOSHE MEIR WEISS 

HASHK AFA  Tuesday 9:15 PM  Khal Veretzky  Avenue L & East 9th Street

 HARAV YOSEF WIKLER 

YOREH DEAH-HILCHOS TAARUVOS Sunday 10:00 - 11:30 AM  Cong. Bais Mordechai  1358 E. 13th St, 718-336-8544

EVEN HAEZER - HILCHOS ISHUS  Sunday 11:45 AM- 12:45 PM  

MISHNAH BERURAH ( TZIZIS) Sunday 8:30-9:45 PM  Minyan Avreichim  1114 Ave O 718-336-8544
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ADAS YESHURUN BAIS MOSHE  RABBI AVROHOM KLEIN  3418 Avenue N 718.338.9414 
w Shacharis 6:20 AM  w Maariv 8:15 PM

AGUDAS ACHIM OF MIDWOOD  RABBI YOSEF STERN 1564 Coney Island Avenue  
718.252.7289  w Shacharis 6:40 AM  w Mincha 10 min before Shkia  w Maariv  after Mincha

AGUDAS YISROEL BAIS BINYOMIN  RABBI MOSHE TUVIA LIEFF  2913 Avenue L  
718.377.0977  w Shacharis 6:25, 6:40, 7:30, 7:50, 8:00, 8:30, 9:00 AM  w Maariv  after last 

Mincha, 9:30, 9:40, 10:15, 11:00 PM

AGUDAS YISROEL OF FLATBUSH  RABBI MOSHE WEINBERGER  1302 Ocean Parkway 
718.627.1947  w Shacharis 7:30 AM

AGUDAS YISROEL OF MADISON RABBI YISROEL REISMAN  2122 Avenue S 718.998.8029 
w Shacharis 6:20, 7:15, 8:00 AM  w Mincha 5:40 PM  w Maariv 9:00, 9:35, 10:00 PM

AGUDAS YISROEL OF MIDWOOD RAV DOVID GIBBER   817 Avenue H                                     
w Shacharis 6:30 AM, Sunday 7:30 AM    w Maariv 7:45 PM

AGUDAS YISROEL SNIF ZICHRON SHMUEL  RABBI ELIEZER GINSBURG  2141 Coney Island 
Ave.  718.627.3505 w Shacharis 6:40 AM  w Maariv  9:30 PM

AGUDATH ISRAEL OF EAST MIDWOOD  RABBI YAAKOV ZAKHEIM 3120 Bedford Avenue   
718.377.7774 w Shacharis 6:30, 7:30 AM  w Mincha 7:55 PM

AHAVA VE ACHVA  1801 Ocean Parkway
w Shacharis 6:00,7:00 AM  w Mincha 15 minutes before Sunset  w Maariv After Mincha

AHAVAS ACHIM RABBI ELIMELECH BLUTH  549 East 2nd Street 718.853.1959

AHAVAS CHESED  RABBI TZVI BAJNON  3007 Avenue L  718.252.6903
w Shacharis 5:50, 6:30 AM  w Mincha 15 minutes before Shkiah  w Maariv after Mincha

AHAVAS DOVID  RABBI SHMUEL DOVID BECK  924 East 10th Street  718.692.0960
w Shacharis 7:10, 7:15 AM  w Maariv 9:15 PM

AHAVAS SHALOM  RABBI AHARON GULKOWITZ  864 East 26th Street  718.253.2708
w Shacharis 7:00 AM w Mincha 10 min. before earliest Shkiah w Maariv after Mincha, 8:00 PM

AHI EZER  RABBI SHAUL MASELTON  1885 Ocean Parkway   718.376.4088   
w Shacharis 5:45 AM, 7:45 AM, 8:00 AM  w Mincha 15 minutes pre Shkiah

AHI EZER TORAH CENTER  RABBI YOSEF ARYEH  1950 East 7th Street   718.415.7419              
w Shacharis 40 min. before sunrise, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8:30  w Mincha 15 min. before Shkiah             

w Maariv after Mincha, 10:00 PM

AHI EZER YESHIVA  2433 Ocean Parkway  718.648.6100

ANSHEI SHOLOM-AVENUE U EDUCATIONAL CENTER 2066 East 9th Street 
718.339.8844

AVENUE N JEWISH CENTER  RABBI MAX SCHREIER  321 Avenue N 718.339.7747
w Shacharis 6:30, 7:15 AM  w Maariv 8:30 PM

AVENUE 0 SYNAGOGUS (OHEL YESHUA V'SARA)  808 Avenue O
w Shacharis 6:45    w Maariv 7:15 PM, 9:55 PM

AZ YASHIR 1301 East 18th Street  718.677.1665

BAIS ALEXANDER  1215 East 7th Street  718.258.2960

BAIS AVROHOM RAV  BENZION HALBERSTAM 1124 East 21st Street  718.253.2267                    
w Shacharis Vasikin, 7:00, 7:30 AM  w Mincha 20 min. after Shkiah w Maariv 40 min. after Shkiah 

BAIS AVROHOM DKRULA SPINKA  RABBI SHMIDMAN 1177 East 18th St. 718.677.7041   

w Shacharis 7:00 AM  w Maariv 9:30 PM

BAIS ELUZER DFALTISHAN  RABBI YONASAN BINYOMIN KATZ  1516 East 24th St.  718.252.2537
w Shacharis 6:40, 7:20, 8:10 AM  w Mincha 10 minutes before shkiah w Maariv at Shkiah, 9 PM

BAIS EPHRAIM  RAV YITZCHOK STEINWURZEL  2802 Avenue J  718.253.7572
w Shacharis 6:15, 7:05,8:00 AM  w Mincha 15 min before Shkiah  w Maariv  9:00, 10:15 PM

BAIS HAMEDRASH ISHEI YISROEL MODZITZ  1364 East 7th Street  718.338.5610

BAIS HAMEDRASH OF FLATBUSH  RAV HERSCHEL ZOLTY  1485 East 29th Street  
718.692.4393/718.951.6460 w Shacharis 6:00, 7:00 AM

BAIS MEDRASH ATERES SHLOIME  RABBI MORDECHAI TWERSKY  2905 Avenue K 
718.253.5265  w Shacharis 6:30, 8:30 AM  w Maariv 9:45 PM

BAIS MEDRASH BEIS Y’SHAYA  RABBI FISHER  Avenue I & East 22 Street  718.692.3414
w Shacharis 6:55, 8:00 AM  w Mincha 1:00 PM, 15 minutes before Shkiah  w Maariv 9:30 PM

BAIS MEDRASH BEIS HALEVI  RAV YOEL HALEVI WOSNER  671 East 7th Street  
w Maariv 9:30 PM

BAIS MEDRASH BRESLOV OF FLATBUSH    1909 New York Avenue  917.731.7572
w Shacharis Shabbos 9:30 AM  w Mincha Erev Shabbos, 20 minutes before Shkiah  

BAIS MEDRASH YAAKOV MOSHE  RAV NACHUM LEIB SACKS  1221 Avenue S   
347.386.5371  w Shachris 7:00 AM   w Mincha 15 minutes before Shkiah w Maariv 8:00 PM

BAIS MOSHE SHMIEL  RABBI ROTTENBERG 1782 East 28th Street  917.553.5353

w Shacharis 6:45, 8:00 AM  w Mincha 15 minutes before Shkiah  w Maariv 9:00 PM

BAIS SCHNEIR  RABBI SCHNEERSON  1126 East 12th Street 718.258.4802
w Shacharis Shabbos at 9:30 AM  w Maariv following Mincha, Sunday at 8:00 PM

BAIS TEFILOH   1217 East 36th Street  

BAIS YESHAYA  RABBI MOSHE FISHER  978 East 22nd Street  718.692.3414                            
w Shacharis 6:50, 8:00 AM  w Mincha 5:00, 15 min. before Shkiah  w Maariv after Mincha, 9:30 PM

BAIS YISROEL OF KENSINGTON  RAV CHAIM KRAUSZ  676 East 7th Street  718.633.5047   
w Shacharis 6:45 AM   w Maariv 9:45 PM                                                                                      

BAIS YISROEL OF RUGBY  1821 Ocean Parkway  718.376.9689

BAIS YITZCHOK  RABBI YERUCHUM LESHINSKY  1719 Avenue P  718.336.7655                        
w Shacharis 6:40 AM  w Mincha 10 minutes before Shkiah  w Maariv right after Mincha

BEIS AVROHOM  RABBI DOV OSHRY  1524 East 17th Street  718.382.5229
w Shacharis 6:15, 7:00, 7:30, 8:00  w Maariv 10 min after Shkiah, 7:45, 9:00 PM

BEIS MENACHEM MENDEL  RABBI YOCHANON MAROSOW  1703 Avenue J  347.633.1076
w Shacharis 7:00 AM  w Maariv 9:30 PM

BEIS MORDECHAI D'BERTCH  RABBI TZVI ELIMELECH ROKEACH  3302 Avenue P  
718.367.1541  w Shacharis 6:20, 7:15 AM  w Mincha 10 min. before Shkiah  w Maariv following 

Mincha, 8:45, 10:00 PM

BET SHAUL U'MIRIAM  1552 East 10th Street  

BET YAAKOV  820 Avenue S  

BETH AARON OF FLATBUSH  RABBI SHLOMO DOVID KATZ  1670 Ocean Avenue  718.377.4016
w Shacharis 7:30 AM  w Mincha 10 minutes after Shkiah  w Maariv 40 minutes after Shkiah

BETH EL JEWISH CENTER OF FLATBUSH RABBI PERL 1981 Homecrest Avenue  
718.375.0120

BETH EL OF FLATBUSH  2181 East 3rd Street  718.336.1926

BETH MORDECHAI  RABBI MOSHE MANDEL  1358 East 13th Street   718.382.4563
w Shacharis 6:15, 7:00, 7:45, 8:30 AM w Mincha 15 min. before Shkiah                                         

w Maariv following Mincha and 10 PM in the summer

BETH TORAH RABBI Y. ARI AZANCOT  1061 Ocean Parkway  718.252.9840
w Shacharis 6:00, 6:45, 7:00, 7:15, 8:00 AM

BETH TORAH  RABBI NUTA WAIDENBAUM  3574 Nostrand Avenue  718.627.1386                      
w Shacharis 7:00 AM

BETH TORAH DAMESEK ELIEZER    403 Avenue I  

BETH YOSEF  2108 Ocean Parkway  718.645.0448  w Shacharis 5:45, 7:00 AM                     

w Mincha 7:45 PM  w Maariv 8:00 PM

BNAI BINYOMIN RABBI SERUYA  727 Avenue O  718.376.3500
w Shacharis 7:00 AM w Mincha 20 minutes before Shkiah  w Maariv 10:15 PM

BNEI AVROHOM  197 Webster Avenue

BNEI ISRAEL  RABBI AVROHOM GARFINKEL  3190 Bedford Avenue  718.253.6624
w Shacharis 6:30 AM  w Maariv 9:00 PM

BNEI SHAARE ZION  RABBI MEYER YEDEID  2030 Ocean Parkway  718.376.0009

BNEI SHLOMO ZALMAN  RABBI YOSEF FRANKEL  1093 East 21 St  718.377.9689
w Shacharis From 6:30, 7:00, 7:30, 8:00, 8:30, 9:00, 9:30  w Mincha 20 min. after Shkiah            

w Maariv 8:00, 9:00, 10:00 11:00 PM

BNEI TORAH  RABBI SHLOMO CYNAMON  2917 Avenue K   718.252.7887                                
w Shacharis 7:30 AM  

BNEI TORAH BAIS NAFTOLI  RABBI BENZION SCHIFFENBAUER  3514 Flatlands Avenue 
718.316.8241 w Shacharis 6:30, 7:25 AM, Sunday at 8:00 AM  w Maariv 9:15 PM

BNEI TORAH OF MARINE PARK  RABBI YONASON EPSTEIN  3523 Avenue S   
w Shacharis 6:30 AM  w Maariv 9:15 PM

BNEI YITZCHOK  RABBI DOVID GOLDWASSER  1143 East 19th Street  718.339.4582 
w Shacharis 6:25 AM, Shabbos 8:45 AM  w Maariv 9:00 PM

BNEI YOSEF  RABBI HAIM BENOLIEL  1616 Ocean Parkway  718.645.4460
w Shacharis 20 minutes before sunrise, 6:00, 6:30, 7:00 AM  w Mincha 12:30, 1:45 PM

BOSTONER BEIS MEDRASH  RAV PINCHOS HOROWITZ  2822 Avenue J  718.338.9444
w Shacharis 6:45, 7:15, 8:00, 9:00 AM  w Mincha 1:45, 2:45, 7:00 PM  w Maariv 9:15, 10:00, 

10:30, 11:00, 11:30 PM

BRESLOV OF FLATBUSH  1909 New York Avenue  917.731.7572

CHASIDEI GUR  1409 Ocean Parkway  

CHASIDEI GUR OF MIDWOOD  RABBI CHAIM KOHN  1937 Ocean Avenue   718.253.9345
w Shacharis 7:00 AM  w Maariv 9:30 PM 

CHEVRA SHAS V'MISHNAYOS OF FLATBUSH  1564 East 7th Street 

CHEVRA SHAS ZICHRON ELIEZER  1666 East 7th Street

CHIZUK HADAS  RABBI GORNISH  1421 Avenue O  718.376.3755
w Shacharis 6:15, 7:15 AM  w Mincha 7:00 PM  w Maariv 9:30 PM

CHUNA DOVID-TENKA  1336 Ocean Parkway 

CONGREGATION AHAVATH ACHIM  RABBI ARI KAGAN  1741 East 3rd street   718.375.3895
w Shacharis 6:30 AM

CONGREGATION AVREICHIM RAV SHLOMO FEIVEL SCHUSTAL 1114 Avenue O 

CONGREGATION BET YAAKOB  RABBI ELI J. MANSOUR  1801 Ocean Pkwy (Ave R)               
718.336.3543  w Shacharis 6:45 AM  w Maariv 9:45 PM

CONGREGATION BNEI AVRUM  RABBI LICTHIG  917 Webster Avenue  718.871-5993  
 w Mincha/Maariv 8:30 PM

CONGREGATION ISRAEL OF KINGS BAY  3903 Nostrand Avenue   718.934.5176

CONGREGATION PREMISHLAN  RAV SHLOMO HERBST  510 Avenue M   718.336.1160 

CONGREGATION SFARD  RABBI DOVID SCHWARTZ  1575 Coney Island Avenue
w Shacharis Shabbos 9:00 AM, Sunday 8:00 AM  w Mincha Erev Shabbos 6:30, Shabbos 2:15     

w Maariv Thursday 9:00 PM

DARCHEI YOSHER  RABBI SHARF  1410 East 10th Street  718.998.5400
w Shacharis 7:30 AM  w Mincha 4:55 PM  w Maariv 6:45 PM

DERECH EMMUNA D’VIEN  RABBI CHAIM SEGELBAUM  2305 Olean Street  718.253.5314
w Shacharis 6:30, 7:00, 7:30 AM

DERECH HASHEM SEPHARDIC  2600 Ocean Avenue

ETZ CHAIM OF FLATBUSH RABBI SHMUEL FRIEDLER 1649 East 13th Street  718.339.4886                     
w Shacharis 6:30 AM  w Maariv after Mincha

FLATBUSH MINYAN RABBI MEIR FUND  1517 Avenue H  718.338.8442
w Shacharis 7:00 AM  w Maariv 9:00 PM

GINZEI YOSEF RABBI YOSEF ROSENBAUM  1305 Avenue R  718.645.6605
w Shacharis 6:45, 7:45 AM  w Maariv 6:30, 9:00 PM

GVUL YAABETZ RABBI DOVID COHEN  1580 Coney Island Avenue 718.258.8023
w Shacharis 6:50 AM  

HAYIM SHAAL  1123 Avenue N

HORODENKE  RAV H. ASHKENAZI  1073 East 27th Street  718.252.9494
w Shacharis 8:00 AM  w Maariv 9:30 PM

IMREI SHAUL D'MODZITZ  RAV  ZVI NEWMARK  1542 Coney Island  w Shacharis 7:00 AM 

JEWISH CTR. NACHLATH ZION RABBI FRIEMAN  2201 East 23rd Street  718.648.4865                

w Shacharis 6:30 AM

KARNEI REIM-NADVORNA  822 Avenue N 

KEHILAH OF MARINE PARK  RABBI BARUCH P. MENDELSOHN  3605 Quentin Road 718.645.1300
w Shacharis 6:25, 7:00 AM  w Mincha 10 minutes before Shkiah  w Maariv 9:30 PM

KEHILAS MORESHES YAAKOV  RABBI AVRAHAM BINSKY  1749 Ocean Avenue  718.998.1237
w Shacharis 7:00 AM

KEHILAS ORACH CHAIM  RAV MEIR SCHEINBERG   1002 Avenue M 

KEREM SHLOMO  1880 East 27th Street 

KESER YISROEL MORDECHAI  RABBI MEIR PLATNICK  2016 Avenue L  718.382.5991
w Shacharis 6:40 AM  w Mincha Sunday-15 minutes before Shkiah  w Maariv 8:30 PM

KETER SION  RABBI MASELTON  1922 East 8th Street   718.645.8006
w Shacharis 6:15, 7:15 AM  w Mincha 6:55 PM  w Maariv after Mincha

KETER TORAH  1151 East 27th Street

KETER TORAH  RABBI AVROHOM HARARI-RAFUL  2220 Avenue L  718.377.4791
w Shacharis 7:00 AM  w Mincha 4:10 PM  w Maariv following Mincha, 10:00 PM

KHAL KINYAN TORAH  1570 Coney Island Avenue bet. Ave. J & K
w Shacharis 7:30 AM  w Mincha 3:30 PM  w Maariv 9:00 PM

KHAL POZNA  RABBI AVROHOM EISEN  2016 Avenue M  917.566.1023

KHAL TUKAI  Avenue K & Ocean Parkway
w Shacharis 7:30 AM  

KHAL VERETZKY (LANDAU'S)  RABBI LANDAU  Avenue L corner East 9th Street
w Shacharis ½ hour until 11:00  w Mincha starting w/ Mincha Gedola  w Maariv 15 min. til 1:00 AM

KHAL ZICHRON AVROHOM YAAKOV  RABBI LEIZER DOVID RAPPAPORT  3203 Bedford Avenue 
718.436.9270  w Shacharis 6:20 AM

KHAL ZICHRON MORDECHAI  RABBI SHIMSHON SHERER  2645 Nostrand Ave 718.692.3231           

w Shacharis 6:20, 7:45 AM  w Mincha 12:45, 1:45, 15 minutes before Shkiah w Maariv 9:45 PM

KINGSWAY JEWISH CENTER  RABBI EITAN TOKAYER  2810 Nostrand Avenue  718.258.3344
w Shacharis 6:30, 7:30 AM  w Mincha 8:15 PM w Maariv 8:40 PM

KNESSES BAIS AVIGDOR  RAV AHRON KAHN  1720 Avenue J  718.258.1380

w Shacharis 7:30 AM  w Mincha 12:45 PM  w Maariv  8:15, 10:00 PM

KOL ISRAEL  RABBI RAYMOND HARARI  3211 Bedford Avenue  718.951.1417

w Shacharis 6:45, 8:18, 9:00 AM  w Mincha 7:00 PM  w Maariv after Mincha

KOL TORAH  RAV LIPA GELDWERTH  2016 Avenue M  718.232.4808

w Shacharis 6:55 AM, Sunday at 8:00 AM  w Maariv 9:45 PM

KOLLEL BNEI TORAH  RABBI YOSEF EISEN  1323 East 32nd Street  
w Shacharis Vasikin  (30 minutes before Netz)  w Mincha 1:30 PM  w Maariv 9:30 PM

KOLLEL BNEI YESHIVOS  RABBI MOSHE SCHEINERMAN  2402 Avenue P  718.692.3307

w Shacharis 6:40, 7:30 AM  w Mincha 5:30, 10 minutes before Shkiah  w Maariv B’zman, 9:30, 10:00 PM

LAKEWOOD MINYAN OF FLATBUSH  RABBI MORDECHAI MARCUS  1495 Coney Island Avenue   
718.252.5274  w Shacharis Shabbos 8:30 AM  

LAZEWNIKS  RABBI LAZEWNIK  1500 East 9th Street  718.376.8242
w Shacharis 7:00, 8:00 AM  w Mincha 10 min. pre Shkiah w Maariv half hour after Mincha, 9:15

LEV SOMEACH-ALESK  203 Avenue F  718.431.0002 w Shacharis 6:30, 7:00, then every 

20 minutes until 10:20 AM  w Mincha 1:40, 6:00, 7:00, 7:30, 8:00, 8:10, 8:30, 8:50, 9:10 PM              

w Maariv 9:10, 9:30, 10:00, 10:30, 11:00 PM

MACHNE ISRAEL  2413 East 23rd Street  718.332.8788

MADISON TORAH CENTER  RABBI DANIEL TAWIL  2221 Avenue R   718.666.8742
w Shacharis 7:00 AM

MAGRIV BEIS ARYEH  RABBI SHEA KATZ  1069 East 4th Street I & J   718.338.4925
w Shacharis 7:10 AM  w Maariv 9:00 PM

MAREH YECHEZKEL OF FLATBUSH  RAV BINYOMIN RUTTNER  1016 East 15th Street             
718.377.4573  w Shacharis 6:30, 6:45 AM  w Mincha 15 min. before Shkiah  w Maariv 9:45

 MARLBORO JEWISH CENTER  RABBI DOVID LANG  2324 West 13th Street  718.946.1413                     
w Shacharis 7:30 AM, Sunday- 8:00 AM

MARPEH L'NEFESH  RABBI SHMUEL ZEV FRIEDMAN  3017 Bedford Avenue 718.258.6239

w Shacharis 7:00 AM  w Mincha 10 minutes before Shkiah  w Maariv following Mincha, 8:45 PM

MAYAN YISROEL  RABBI VIGLER  3307 Avenue N  718.781.5192

w Shacharis 6:55, 7:40 AM  w Mincha 5 min. before Shkia w Maariv 10:00 PM

MERKAZ HATEFILLAH RABBI HOROWITZ 1898 Bay Avenue  718.339.4117   w Maariv 8:00 PM

MERKAZ YISROEL OF MARINE PARK  RABBI ELISHA WEISS  3311 Avenue S  917.623.9754

w Shacharis 6:30 AM  w Mincha 15 minutes before Shkiah  w Maariv 8:00 PM

MEVAKSHEI HASHEM  RABBI YEHUDAH LEVIN 3011 Avenue K 

MIDRASH MOSHE BEN MAIMON  RABBI ALFIA  59 Gravesend Neck Rd 718.336.2023 

w Shacharis 6:00 ; 7:00AM  w Maariv 10:00 PM

MIRRER YESHIVA  1791 Ocean Parkway  718.645.0536    w Shacharis 7:30 AM

MIRRER YESHIVA VASIKIN MINYAN  RABBI SHOLOM STEINBERG  1791 Ocean Parkway 
718.415.3845 w Shacharis 30 minutes before Netz

MONASTRISTCH  RAV NOCHUM RABINOWITZ  1301 East 27th Street  718.338.8895                                                              

w Shacharis 7:00 AM  w Maariv 9:15 PM

MYRCB ALUMNI MINYAN OF AVE I  911 East 13th Street w Shabbos Shacharis 8:30 AM

MYRCB ALUMNI MINYAN OF AVE L  3007 Avenue L w Shabbos Shacharis 8:30 AM

NACHLAS DOVID  RABBI LICHTENSTEIN  1589 East 28th Street 
w Shacharis 6:30 AM  w Maariv 9:05 PM

NACHLAS LEVI YITZCHOK  RABBI LEVI HENDEL  3040 Nostrand Avenue  718.207.0308

w Shacharis 6:20, 7:30, 8:20 AM  w Maariv following Mincha

NACHLAS YEHOSHUA  RABBI DOVID TOIV  1655 East 24th Street  718.338.0500                    

w Shacharis 6:40, 7:00, 8:00 AM  w Mincha 10 minutes before Shkiah  w Maariv 9:00 PM

NACHLAS YITZCHOK  RABBI AVROHOM YOSEF SEKULA  3418 Avenue L  718.377.6051 w 

A COMMUNITY SERVICE OF THE FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL
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Flatbush maariv directory
8:00 Pm

merkaz Hatefi lah 1898 BaY avenue (m&18)

8:15 Pm

agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin 2913 ave L

Knesses Bais avigdor 1720 ave j

8:30 Pm

Avenue N Jewish Center 321 ave n

Congregation Tenke 1643 e. 21ST ST

Chabad of marine Park 3040 noSTrand ave.

Cong. Bnei avrum 197 weBSTer ave.

Khal Keser Yisroel mordechai 2016 avenue L

Shaarei Halacha 3417 ave L

8:45 Pm

Lazewniks 1500 e. 9TH ST

8:45 Pm

Beis medrash d'Bertch 3302 ave P

Beth mordechai 1358 eaST 13TH ST

marpeh L'nefesh 3017 BedFord ave

Cong. Bnei avrum 197 weBSTer ave

9:00 Pm

agudath israel of e midwood 3120 BedFord ave

agudath israel of Flatbush 1302 ooCean PKwY

agudas Yisroel of madison 2122 ave S

Chasidei gur 1409 oCean ParKwaY

Congregation Bais Yitzchok 1143 e. 19TH ST.

Congregation Sfard 1575 ConeY iSLand ave

Congregation Bnei israel 3190 BedFord

Congregation Sheves achim 1517 ave H

ginzei Yosef ave r BeT. 12TH & 13TH ST

Khal Beis Avrohom 1524 e. 17TH ST

Khal Bais ephraim 2802 ave j

Khal Bnei Shlomo Zalman 2002 ave j

Khal Sasregen 1279 e. 24TH ST

Khal Toras Chaim d'Flatbush 2201 ave L

Nachlas Yehoshua 1655 e. 24TH ST

rabbi Zakheim 3120 BedFord ave

Khal magriv Bais aryeh 1069 eaST 4TH STreeT

The Flatbush minyan 1517 avenue H

Sharei eliezer 1882 new YorK ave

9:15 Pm

Bostoner Beis medrash 2822 avenue j

Congregation Keren orah 812 diTmaS ave

Congregation ahavas dovid 924 eaST 10TH

Congregation nachlas Tzvi 2201 eaST 23rd

Congregation Tiferes Tzvi 1307 e. 8TH ST

ginzei Yosef ave r BeT. 12TH & 13TH ST

Kolel Zichron Shmiel Chenskowitz 1167 e. 13 ST.

monastristch 2702 ave m

narol Beis Hamedrash 2409 ave u

rabbi Lezevnik's Shul 1500 e 9TH STreeT

Tehilah L'dovid 1950 e 21 STreeT

Young israel of midwood 1694 oCean ave

Yeshiva of Brooklyn 1200 oCean PKwY

9:20 Pm

Kehilas moreshes Yaakov 1757 oCean ave

9:30 Pm

agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin 2913 ave L

agudas Yisrael Snif Zichron Shmuel 2141 ConeY iS.

ateres Shloime 2905 ave K

Bais avrohom dkrula Spinka 1177 e. 18TH ST

Bais Hamedrash of Flatbush 1485 e. 29TH ST

Beis medrash Beis Y'shaya ave i & e. 22nd ST

Beis medrash Bais Halevi 671 eaST 7TH ST

Beis menachem mendel d'Flatbush 1703 ave j

Congregation Chizuk Hadas 1310 ave o

Horodenke 1073 e. 27TH ST

Khal ohr gedalyahu 1554 ConeY iSLand ave

Khal Shalheves Kodesh 2920 ave j

Kollel Bnei Torah 1323 e. 32nd ST

Shalheves Kodesh 2920 ave j

Kollel Bnei Yeshivos 2402 ave P

Yeshiva gedola ohr Yisrael 2899 noSTrand

Yeshiva Kol Yaakov 1197 e.17 ST.

9:35 Pm 

agudas Yisroel of madison 2122 ave S

9:40 Pm

agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin 2913 ave L

9:45 Pm

Bais Hamedrash Kol Torah 2016 ave m

Cong Bais Yisroel of Kensington 676 eaST 7TH

Khal Zichron mordechai 2645 noSTrand ave

marah Yechezkel of Flatbush 1014 e. 15TH ST

Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim 1271 e. 35TH ST

9:55 Pm

avenue o Synagogue 808 avenue o

10:00 Pm

agudas Yisroel of madison 2122 ave S

Beis medrash d'Bertch 3302 ave P

Bais medrash Torah u'Tefi lah 3304 BedFord

Bet Yosef 2108 oCean PKwY

Bnei Binyamin 727 avenue o

Bostoner Beis medrash 2822 ave j

Beth mordechai 1358 eaST 13TH ST

Congregation Keter Torah  2220 avenue L

Khal Bais eluzer d'Faltishan 1516 e. 24TH ST

Khal Bnei Shlomo Zalman 2002 ave j

Khal Toras Chaim d'Flatbush 2201 ave L

Kollel Bnei Yeshivos 2402 ave P

Kollel Hashechunah 1228 eaST 34 ST

Knesses Bais avigdor 1720 ave j

Lakewood minyan 1495 ConeY iSLand

nachlas Yitzchok Soblov 3418 ave L

ohr eliyahu 702 avenue o - Side door

Sharei eliezer 1882 new YorK ave

Tomchei Torah 1966 oCean ave

Young israel of avenue j 1721 ave j

Young isreal of Flatbush 1012 ave i

10:10 Pm

Khal Zichron aryeh Leib 2915 ave j

10:15 Pm

agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin 2913 ave L

Congregation Bnei Binyamin 3190 BedFord ave

Khal Bais ephraim 2802 ave j

10:30 Pm

Bostoner Beis medrash 2822 ave j

11:00 Pm

agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin 2913 ave L

Bostoner Beis medrash 2822 ave j

Khal Bnei Shlomo Zalman 2002 ave j

Khal veretzky/rabbi Laundau's Shul:

every 15 minutes throughout evening

Shacharis 6:40, 8:00  w Mincha 10 min. pre Shkiah  w Maariv following 

Mincha, 9:00, 10:00

NAROLER BEIS HAMEDRASH  RABBI SHAPIRO  2409 Avenue U  

718.332.9100 w Shacharis 6:25, 7:15 AM  w Mincha 10 minutes after 

Shkiah  w Maariv 9:15 PM

NETIVOT ISRAEL  1617 Ocean Parkway  718.998.2534

NEVE YAAKOV  1359 East 9th Street  

OHEL MOSHE LUBAVITCH  RABBI MOSHE KORNBLIT  849 Ocean 
Parkway  718.437.0050  w Shacharis 7:00 AM

OHEL YITZCHOK   RABBI AVROHOM KELMAN  1419 Dorchester Road  
718.284.8032 w Shacharis 6:30 AM

OHEV TZEDEK OF FLATBUSH  RABBI NAFTULI HERSH ROTTENBERG  

1688 East 18th Street 718.377.4432      

w Shacharis 7:30 AM  w Mincha 2:00 PM

OHR GEDALYAHU  RAV DOVID STAMM  1554 Coney Island Avenue 
w Shacharis 7:15 AM   w Maariv 9:30 PM

PERSIAN CONGREGATION OF FLATBUSH RABBI SHMUEL SOLEIMANI 
1434 Ocean Parkway   718.382.0773  

PRI EITZ CHAIM  RABBI MELVIN BURG  2600 Ocean Avenue  
718.743.5533 w Shacharis 6:30 AM  w Mincha 10 minutes before sunset  

w Maariv following Mincha

PROSPECT PARK YESHIVA CONG. RABBI LEIB KELMAN 1609 Avenue 

R  718.376.4400   w Shacharis 7:00 AM  w Mincha 20 minutes before 

Shkiah  w Maariv after Mincha

SASREGEN  RAV M. DOVID RUBIN  1279 East 24th Street  
718.377.9586/718.338.9633  w Shacharis 6:45, 7:30, 8:15 ,9:00   

w Mincha 30 min. after Shkiah  w Maariv  10 min. after Mincha, 9:00

SEPHARDIC CONGREGATION  RABBI MOSHE MAYOR    
2831 Nostrand Avenue. 718.951.1300      

w Shacharis 5:50 AM  w Mincha 6:30 PM  w Maariv 8:00 PM

SEPHARDIC HOME  2266 Cropsey Avenue  718.266.6169   
w Shacharis 9:00 AM  w Mincha 4:00 PM

SEPHARDIC LEBANESE CONGREGATION  RABBI E. ELBAZ   
805 Avenue T  718.627.5300      

w Shacharis 6:15 AM  w Mincha 7:30 PM  w Maariv 10:00 PM

SEPHARDIC INSTITUTE AND SYNAGOGUE   511 Avenue R   
718.998.8171

SHAARAY ZION  1659 East 13th Street  718.552.5553

SHAARE RAHAMIM  RABBI SHLOMO CHURBA  1244 East 7th Street  
718.951.9444  w Shacharis Netz, 8:00 AM

SHAARE SHALOM  RABBI YOSEF DWECK  Corner of East 21st and 
Avenue S  718.376.6756  w Shacharis 7:00,8:00 AM  w Mincha 15 minutes 

pre Sunset  w Maariv Immediately following Mincha

SHAARE TEFILA   RABBI YOSEF OZERI 1679 West 1st St. 718.382.1416 
w Shacharis 7:00 AM

SHAARE TORAH YESHIVA  1680 Coney Island  718.645.6676   
w Shacharis 7:40 AM  w Mincha 1:40 PM

SHAAREI SHALOM  (NUSACH ASHKENAZ)  2961 Nostrand Avenue

SHAAREI TORAH  RABBI MOSHE PLUTCHOK  98 West End Avenue 
 w Shacharis 7:00, 7:45 AM  w Mincha 8:15 PM, Tuesday-7:45 PM   

w Maariv 8:30 PM, Tuesday-8:45 PM

SHAAREI ZION  2022 Ocean Parkway  718.375.3834

SHALHEVES KODESH  RABBI YEHUDA SHEINKOPF  2920 Avenue J  
917.837.3354  w Shacharis 6:20 AM  w Maariv 9:30 PM

SHAREI ELIEZER  RABBI YEHUDA HOROWITZ  1882 New York Avenue, 

718.758.0449  w Shacharis 6:30, 8:00, 9:00  w Mincha 15 min. pre Shkiah  w 

Maariv after Mincha, 8:15, 9:00, 10:00 PM

SHAREI HALACHAH  RABBI ELIMELECH LEBOWITZ  3417 Avenue L  

718.692.0981 w Shacharis 6:20, 7:10 AM

SHAREI ZION  RABBI CHAIM HALBERSTAM  3210 Kings Highway  

718.338.3545  w Shacharis 7:00 AM  w Mincha 10 minutes before Shkiah, 

Friday-10 minutes after candle lighting

SHEVES ACHIM  1184 East 14th Street

SHEVET ACHIM   708 Avenue T

SHOMREI HADAS BIKOVSK  1340 East 9th Street

SKVERER BAIS MEDRASH  1657 Ocean Parkway  718.627.2918

STRETINER BAIS MEDRASH  RABBI FLAUM  4609 Bay Parkway - 
Ocean Parkway off Ave I  718.258.9685     

w Shacharis 6:45, 8:00 AM  w Mincha 5:55 PM  

TALMUD TORAH  RABBI YAAKOV SHULMAN  1305 Coney Island Avenue  
718.377.2528  w Shacharis 6:00, 7:00, 8:00 AM     

w Mincha 10-15 min. before Shkiah  w Maariv Immediately after Mincha

TALMUD TORAH AHAVATH ACHIM  1741 East 3 Street  718.375.3895

TEHILA LEDOVID  RABBI BOAZ BAR-DEA  1950 East 21st Street  
718.758.4989  w Shacharis 6:45 AM  w Maariv 8:30 PM

TENKE  RABBI YITZCHOK ISAAC FRIEDMAN  1643 East 21st Street  
718.258.1643  w Shacharis 6:45 AM  w Maariv 8:30 PM

TIFERES AVROHOM ZIDITCHEV  RABBI YECHESKEL EICHENSTEIN  

4017 Avenue P  718.338.0298   w Shacharis 6:25, 7:00, 7:55, 8:30, 9:05   

w Mincha 2:15 PM and 5 minutes before Shkiah  w Maariv 8:20, 9:30 PM 

TIFERES HATALMUD  RABBI ELIAHU BRESSLER 1329 East 9th Street 
718.787.9775  Shabbos:  w Shacharis 9:00 AM   w Mincha 30 min. pre Shkiah

TIFERES TORAH  RABBI MICHAEL HABER 1741 East 3rd Street 
w Shacharis 6:55 AM, Shabbos: 8:10 AM, Sunday: 8:00 AM  

TIFERES TZVI  RABBI MICHOEL SPITZER  1307 East 8th Street  
718.338.2771  w Shacharis 6:55 AM  w Maariv 9:15 PM

TIFERES YAAKOV  RAV AVROHOM SCHORR  1212 East 15th Street  718.377.1676

TOMCHEI TORAH  RABBI FEIVEL COHEN  1966 Ocean Avenue  
718.336.1953   w Shacharis 6:45, 7:58 AM      

w Mincha 20-25 minutes before Shkia  w Maariv 10:00 PM

TOMOSHOV CONG. KOL ARYEH  RABBI SIMCHA RUBIN 1212 Avenue I  
718.258.1338  w Shacharis 6:30, 8:00 AM  w Maariv 9:00, 10:10 PM

TORAH TEMIMAH  555 Ocean Parkway  

TORAH UMESORAH  1090 Coney Island Ave (Foster & Ave. H), 3rd Floor   
w Mincha 2:00 PM

TORAH UTEFILAH  RABBI SHIMON ALSTER  3304 Bedford Avenue  

718.758.9359  w Shacharis 6:30 AM  w Maariv 8:15, 10:00 PM

TORAH VODAATH DORMITORY MINYAN RABBI SCHORR  
452 East 9th Street  718.284.4989

TORAS CHAIM D’FLATBUSH  RABBI CHAIM YISROEL WEINFELD  

2201 Avenue L  718.951.9389    w Shacharis 6:20, 8:00    

w Mincha 10 min. pre Shkiah  w Maariv 8, 9, 10:00

YAD YOSEF TORAH CENTER  1032 Ocean Parkway  718.677.3707

YAM HATORAH  1573 East 10th Street  718.376.3022

YAVNE MINYAN OF FLATBUSH  1277 East 14th Street 718.758.9359

YESHIVA BAIS YOSEF NAVARDOK  1502 Avenue N

YESHIVA CHOFETZ CHAIM  1271 East 35th Street  718.258.9006   

w Shacharis 7:40 AM  w Mincha 1:30, 2:15, 2:45  w Maariv 5:50, 9:45 PM

YESHIVA GEDOLA OHR YISRAEL  RABBI AVROHOM N. ZUCKER   

2899 Nostrand Avenue  718.382.8702      

w Shacharis 7:15,8:00 AM  w Mincha 2:45 PM  w Maariv 9:30 PM

YESHIVA MIKDASH MELECH  1326 Ocean Parkway 718.339.1090

YESHIVA RUACH HATORAH  1450 Ocean Avenue   718.338.2686

YESHIVA SHAREI TORAH  RAV HILLEL HABER  1162 East 12th Street    
w Shacharis 6:00, 6:45 AM  w Mincha 15 minutes before Shkiah

YESHIVA TORAH VODAATH  425 East 9th Street   718.941.8000

YESHIVA ZICHRON ELIEZER  1543 East 9th Street  718.336.9629

YESHIVAS OHR YITZCHOK  1214 East 15th Street   718.258.7007  

YESHIVAT ATERET TORAH  901 Quentin Road  718.375.7100

YESHUOS CHAIM CHENTZKOVITCH  RABBI SHMUEL TEITELBAUM   
1167 East 13th Street   w Shacharis 6:30 AM     

w Mincha Sunday-25 min. before Shkiah  w Maariv 7:30, 9:15 PM

YESHURAN MUZHAI ROPSHITZ  1454 Ocean Parkway

YOUNG ISRAEL OF AVE J  RABBI BARUCH DOV BRAUN  1721 Avenue J  
718.338.2056/718.253.0969   w Shacharis 6:55,8:00 AM     

w Mincha 10 min. pre Shkiah  w Maariv 10:00 PM

YOUNG ISRAEL OF AVENUE K  RABBI ARYEH RALBAG  2818 Avenue K  

718.258.6666  w Shacharis 5:55, 6:50, 7:55 AM     

w Mincha 15 min. before Shkiah  w Maariv after Shkiah

YOUNG ISRAEL OF AVENUE U  RABBI KALEV KRELIN     

2119 Homecrest Avenue  718.496.0783  w Shacharis 6:15 AM

YOUNG ISRAEL OF BEDFORD BAY  RABBI TZVI FRIED     

2114 Brown Street 718.332.4120  w Shacharis 6:25 AM     

w Mincha 10 minutes before Shkiah  w Maariv immediately following Mincha

YOUNG ISRAEL OF BRIGHTON BEACH  RABBI EFRAIM ZALTZMAN   

293 Neptune Avenue  718.648.0843  w Mincha 7:30 PM

YOUNG ISRAEL OF FLATBUSH  RABBI KENNETH AUMAN    

1012 Avenue I  718.377.4400   w Shacharis 6:45, 8:00 AM  w Mincha 8:10 PM  

w Maariv following Mincha, 10:00 PM

YOUNG ISRAEL OF KENSINGTON  305 Church Avenue   718.871.4543  

YOUNG ISRAEL OF KINGS BAY  RABBI DOVID SIMPSON     
3007 Ocean Avenue   718.972.2100    w Shacharis 6:45 AM    

w Mincha 10 minutes before Shkiah  w Maariv after Mincha

YOUNG ISRAEL OF MIDWOOD  RABBI ELI BORUCH SHULMAN   

1694 Ocean Avenue  718.692.2107    w Shacharis 5:50, 6:50, 7:30, 8:30  

w Mincha 10 min. pre Shkiah w Maariv 1/2 hr. after Mincha, 9:15

YOUNG ISRAEL OF OCEAN PARKWAY  RABBI STOLZENBERG   

1781 Ocean Parkway  718.376.6305    w Shacharis 8:00 AM    

w Mincha 15 min. before Shkiah  w Maariv following Mincha

YOUNG ISRAEL OF REDWOOD  RABBI S. MODES     
619 East 76th Street  718.520.1800

YOUNG ISRAEL OF SHEEPSHEAD BAY  RABBI SHIMON RABIN   

2546 E. 7th Street  718.891.6767    w Shacharis 6:30  w Mincha 15 min. 

pre Shkiah w Maariv following Mincha, 30 min. after Shkiah

YOUNG ISRAEL OF VANDEVEER PARK    718.761.2100

ZERAH KODESH D'SHENDISHOV  1450 East 4th Street 

ZICHRON ALTER  1486 Ocean Parkway 718.627.6120 
w Shacharis Su 6:55 AM/ Tu/We/Fri  6:45 AM  w Maariv 10:05 PM

ZICHRON ARYEH LEIB  RABBI YOSEF RABINOWITZ  2915 Avenue J  

718.377.9652  w Shacharis 6:45 AM  w Maariv 10:10 PM

ZICHRON MOSHE MIKOLAYEV  RABBI Y. E. SCHNEEBALG    
577 East 5th Street   w Shacharis 8:00 AM  w Maariv 9:30 PM

Flatbush Shul Directory
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junior CooKing

Directions:

Ingredients 

make delicious mini cheese danishes.

Mini Cheese Danishes

for the Filling:
16 oz. (450g) cream 

cheese
2 eggs
1 cup sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla sugar

for the Dough:
1 stick (120g) margarine
1 cup butter
8 oz. (225g) sour cream
2 egg yolks
1 tablespoon vanilla 

sugar
3½ cups flour

You will need: 
Make sure all the utensils 

you are using are milchig.
two large mixing bowls
a mixing spoon
a teaspoon
rolling pin
knife
egg brush
cookie sheet

Knead together the margarine, butter, 1) 
sour cream, yolks, and flour, by hand or in 
a mixer, to form a soft dough.
Divide the dough into 4 parts.  2) 
Refrigerate for 1-2 hours.
Mix together all the ingredients for the 3) 
filling. Put this mixture in the refrigerator. 
Take out the dough. Roll out each section 4) 
separately, about ¼ inch (½ cm) thick. 
Cut the dough into 3 inch by 3 inch (7½ 
cm by 7 ½ cm) squares.

Place 1 teaspoon of filling in the 1) 
center of each square. Form the 
squares into Danish-shapes by folding 
2 opposite corners over the center of 
the filling and pinch closed, leaving the 
other 2 corners open and flat.  Place 
these danishes on an ungreased cookie 
sheet.
Bake at 350 degrees Fahrenheit (175 2) 
degrees Celsius) for 20 minutes.  
Remove the cookies from the oven, and 
allow to cool.
Sprinkle with confectioners’ sugar 3) 
before serving.

ccccmmmmmmmm   bbbbbbbbbbyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy   777777777  ½½½½½½½½½  cccccccccccccmmmmmmmmmm))))))))))))))))))) ssssssssqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqquuuuaaares.
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an excerpt from The Cherry on Top, A Kosher junior Cookbook
by Chaya Feigy grossman: 718.436.4223 / thecherryontop@kewnet.com

Shmuel Blitz
reprinted with permission from

artScroll/mesorah Publications

Somebody’s 
Watching

 

BY SOLOMON MEHLMAN v"g

The Torah True 
Talking Zoo a TREaSuRY 

oF JEWiSh 
bEDTimE 
SToRiES

Th e Chafetz Chaim lived in 
the town of Radin. He was care-
ful never to speak lashon hara. He 
made sure to always act kindly to-
wards other people and carefully 
watched every word he said. 

One day, he hired a wagon 
driver. “Please take me to Tik-
tin. I would like to sell some of 
my books there.” “It would be my 
pleasure,” replied the wagon driv-
er. Th ey agreed on a price, and the 
Chaft ez Chaim climbed onto the 
wagon.

They rode together through 
the countryside taking in all the 
sights.  After riding for awhile 
through forests and villages, they 
passed a fi eld of wheat. “Wait one 
minute,” said the wagon driver. “I 
see there is so much wheat here 
that I’m sure the owner won’t 
mind if I take just one bundle or 
two.” Th e driver jumped down and 
grabbed a pile of wheat. 

Just then, the Chafetz Chaim 
yelled, “Be careful. Someone is 
watching. Someone sees you.” A 
frightened wagon driver hopped 
back into the wagon and grabbed 
the reins. “Giddyup,” he hollered. 
Th e horses took off  in a fury. Af-
ter a few minutes of driving at 
this frantic pace, the wagon driver 
turned around to see if anyone was 
chasing him. He saw no one. An-
grily, he grimaced at the Chafetz

Chaim. “Why did you tell 
me someone was watching?!” 
he shouted. “Th ere was no one 
watching me. No one saw me. I 
could have taken the wheat!”

Th e Chafetz Chaim gave the 
wagon driver a penetrating stare. 
“You think no one was watch-
ing you?” he asked. Th e Chafetz 
Chaim raised his eyes towards 
Heaven. “He is always watching. 
Don’t think a second ever passes 
when Hashem does not see every-
thing that you are doing.” 

Sudoku #3

Intermediate Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Book 1

KRAZYDAD.COM/PUZZLES

8 4 3
9 6 1

3
4 7 5

3 7 5 6
5 9 6

3
5 4 9
6 8 5

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

© 2008 KrazyDad.com

I’m Gershon, the Giraffe,
as tall as can be!
The tallest of all in
the zoo family!

I feed on green leaves,
as much as I please,
For my very long neck 
reaches high in the trees!

And high on the list
of mitzvos of fame
Are “Kibud Av” and
“Kibud Eim”!

“Honor your father,
and mother as well”
That’s what the
“Aseres Hadibros” tell!

This mitzvah’s important 
for daughter and son!
So please make sure
it’s always done!

Yes, boys and girls,
show your parents respect.
This Torah commandment 
you should never neglect!

They gave you life, and
they give you love
So obey this commandment 
from Hashem above!

Gershon
the Giraff e

kibud av ve’im:

BY SOLOMON MEHLMAN v"g

Honor Your Parents
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community worldwide. Thereby they are 
motivated to copy the latest styles from the 
degenerate Parisians and London courtiers 
of fashion designers.

It has gotten so bad that these fashion 
demons have attacked the male popula-
tion as well. This Rosh Hashanah the new 
London degenerate style of mens’ suits 
appeared here, lavishly expensive (yes), 
shocking debasing (yes), very tight trou-
sers, and jackets cut very short (in our day 
our parents would see it as outgrown and 
take us for a new suit). This deviant design 
of the debauchers of mankind advertizes 
to the lowest forms of humanity.

Harav Avigdor Miller, zatzal in his day 
told his congregants and those who came 
to hear his shiurim that when walking the 
streets of Upper Flatbush, to look at the 
ants walking on the sidewalk (for when 
viewed these insects are kosher) and when 
reaching a street corner, look up for traf-
fic (looking both ways two times), then 
cross over and continue ant viewing. What 
would that tzadik say today?

Isaac Levy

Letter from Chaskel Bennett
Just when some thought the NY Post 

had finally turned a positive corner in their 
stereotypical coverage of the Orthodox 
Jewish community, the paper’s highly in-
flammatory and negative article titled “de 
Blasio praises hateful Rabbi” on the death 
and description of Rabbi Ovadia Yosef ’s 
life, removed all doubt.

The NY Post article on Rabbi Yosef, run 
just a few hours after his death, was ter-
ribly demeaning. Bill de Blasio was clearly 
memorializing Rabbi Yosef as the spiritual 
leader of Sefardic Jewry, an unequaled de-
cisor of Jewish law, and a champion of the 
downtrodden.

That close to one million Jews attended 
his funeral should have warranted some 
level of respect and sensitivity to the sub-
ject by the paper. Even Palestinian leader, 
Mahmoud Abbas, understood the loss 
of  this spiritual giant and expressed his 
condolences. To offer an opinion on a reli-
gious personality of Rabbi Yosef ’s magni-
tude is the Post’s journalistic prerogative, 
but to demean the subject with the use of 
pejoratives, usually reserved for lowlifes, 
insults its readership. The Post has reached 
a new low, and that’s really saying some-
thing.

Chaskel Bennett
Brooklyn NY

Don't Invite Me
Baruch Hashem our community is 

brimming with Simchas.   There is always 
a Bar Mitzvah, a Vort, or a Wedding to go 
to.  When we receive an invitation we are 
always excited to share the evening with 
our friends and their children.   But then 
there are the other invitations that always 
arrive...from the other people, not your 
friends.  The nice man from shul 20 seats 
over, you never remember his name, or the 
person from around the corner who you 
may see occasionally at a late Maariv or 

bus stop.   We aren’t friends.   I don’t hate 
them. I just don’t belong there.  

Life is so busy.  There is always home-
work, family functions, home-life things.   
Everyone has them, and there doesn’t 
seem to be enough time for everything, 
and I am sorry but we all have to choose.   
And then there is the financial issue.  These 
are people who just spent money to send 
me an invitation.  Do they really care if I 
come or not?  Do they really want to buy 
me dinner?  Do I really want to spend my 
money on a babysitter or a gift?  Invite me 
over for Shabbos instead, maybe a mini 
Kiddush at your house, than maybe we’ll 
be friends.  

To my dear not-friend...  I don’t feel 
guilty not going to your simcha.  I will al-
ways say no.  I just don’t belong there.

And I am sorry, when I have a simcha, I 
will not be inviting you.  Don’t be offend-
ed.  Please be mochel me.

Sincerely,
The guy whose name you don’t know, in 

the left corner, by the brown shtender.

Eye Contact on Shabbos
We are all the same.
We’re all one nation.
Good Shabbos, Shabbat Shalom, Hazak 

Ubaruch, Mazal Tov,”mabrook” kibah, ku-
gel. 

To the other nations “Good Morning” 
or How are You?

 So when we see each other on Shab-
bos, MAKE EYE CONTACT, SMILE AT 
EACH OTHER AND SAY “Shabbat Sha-
lom”, oops, I meant “Gutten Shabbos” 

Michael Cohen   

Response to Response 		
to Deafening Music

I’d just like to add a different perspec-
tive about the rather obnoxious problem 
of music at weddings being played at lev-
els which would make it impossible (or 
difficult, at the very least)  to hear a 747 
landing in the chopped liver.  Many years 
ago, back in the day when musicians actu-
ally shlepped their own instruments, had 
their own amps, and arrived at their gigs 
in horse-and-buggies (okay, maybe not), I 
played drums at countless weddings and 
Bar Mitzvahs. 

The big names in catering halls were the 
Menorah Temple and the Armon Terrace 
(affectionately known to the musicians as 
“Terrace Under the Tracks”) in Boro Park, 
and the Aperion Manor in Flatbush.  The 
Menorah and the Armon started life as a 
Masonic Temple and a bowling alley, re-
spectively.  Outside these environs in other 
Brooklyn neighborhoods, there were the 
Grand Paradise, Concord Plaza and Beis 
Ruchel (the guys called it “Keiver Ruchel”) 
in Williamsburg and the B.J.C. (Brooklyn 
Jewish Center) in Crown Heights.  

Then there were the places that were 
considered “funn di heicher fenster:”   The 
Statler Hilton, Americana, Commodore 
and Roosevelt Hotels in Manhattan, and 
Terrace on the Park and the Marina Del 
Ray in Queens.  There were also some less-
er known, less snazzy places like the Cotil-

lion Terrace in Brooklyn and Le Cordon 
Bleu in Queens.

I’m not quite sure why I went off on this 
lengthy tangent, other than to guide all you 
fellow oldsters, many of whom met your 
doom — I mean got married — in one of 
the aforementioned venues, down mem-
ory lane.   But since I brought them up, I 
can segue into the main topic of this letter 
by pointing out that each of these places 
had  its own unique set of acoustics, and 
usually whoever built it or decided to con-
vert it into a catering hall  either had no 
idea how said acoustics would effect the 
quality of the music, or couldn’t care less.  
For example, a hall with no carpeting to 
help absorb the sound and solid, cement 
walls would be a musician’s nightmare, if 
in fact the musician was the least bit con-
cerned about the volume of the music, 
which he usually was not.  

My point being, at least back then when 
real, professional  Jewish wedding music 
was in its infancy (having been co-opted 
by us young guys from Old Timers like the 
Epstein Brothers, Joe King, Dave Wakely, 
Victor Goldring and Rudy Tepel) we had 
an excuse: we had no “sound men” travel-
ing with the band like they do now.  Our 
only sound check would be when the 
bandleader walked across to the other side 
of the hall at the beginning of the gig, lis-
tened and let us know if we were too loud, 
too low, or perfect; we were usually perfect. 

See back there where I said that what 
followed was “my point?”   I think I lied, 
because it wasn’t.   But here’s really, really 
my point.   In fact, if this turns out not to 
be my point, if I were you I’d stop read-
ing, throw my hands up in frustration and 
say “he must have skipped his meds when 
he wrote this!”, which I most decidedly did 
not.  My (guaranteed) point is that when-
ever some old guy would come over to the 
bandstand and yell, “Zent ihr  in gantzen 
meshuga?  S’iz azoi hoich mein oiren tiyin 
mir vey.” Ihr zendt nisht kein klezmorim...
irz zent tzudreiteh uksen!”*, we would 
apologize and promise  to lower the vol-
ume, go over to one or two amps and play 
with some knobs, and then keep doing ex-
actly what we were doing.  

The only difference (okay, maybe not 
the only difference)  between then (circa 
1970’s) and now is that then I was one of 
the Young Whippersnappers and now I’m 
one of the Old Fuddy Duddys.   I can tell 
you firsthand that going over to the band 
and complaining about the volume of the 
music is going to be a complete and total 
waste of time about 95% of the time.  There 
are three basic reasons the bands will not 
capitulate:

1.  The chassanim and the future chas-
sanim (crazy, dancing bochurim), as well as 
the girls to a lesser extent want the music 
insanely loud.  They insist on having it in-
sanely loud.  And they’re usually the ones 
who are instrumental in the hiring of the 
band.

2.  Ego.  The musicians all think they’re 
the best thing since Overnight Kugel 
(what’s so great about sliced bread, any-
way?) and therefore they need to make 
sure that they’re being heard in Wyoming.  

Truth be told, when my sycophants and I 
thought I was the next coming of Buddy 
Rich, I was really playing about as well as 
Richie Rich.

3.  They’re all Democrats.
Oh, one more thing: the writer of last 

week’s letter, one Mr. Feiger, asserts that he 
solved the problem of deafening music at 
his simcha prophylactically by assuring the 
bandleader that if the music was not to his 
liking, the band would not get paid.   I’m 
glad it worked out for you, Mr. Feiger, but 
I maintain that in the majority of cases, the 
guy will say “sure, no problem” and then 
do whatever will make the kids happy and 
hope the man with the checkbook is too 
busy to notice. 

Your Humble Servant,
Rocky Zweig
* Sorry, but I’m not gonna  translate 

the  Yiddish quote in the fifth paragraph 
verbatim.  Suffice it to say that gentleman 
was voicing his disapproval of the music 
rather vociferously.  

Guardian Angel
I’d like to share with your readers a 

heartwarming story of my encounter with 
a Guardian Angel that knocked on my 
door one evening, at a time that I was in 
horrible despair and with no one to turn 
to. I’m 69 years old, and wheelchair bound 
the past eleven years. Today, I’m totally 
dependent on my electric wheelchair to 
ambulate.

Two weeks ago the wheel chair battery 
died and needed to be replaced. I phoned 
the wheelchair supplier who normally ser-
viced the unit and much to my chagrin I 
was informed that, due to Medicaid cuts, 
they are no longer approved vendors. They 
suggested that I obtain a letter from my 
physician and take it to a new supplier who 
might be able to get the cost reimbursed by 
Medicaid. I searched for a new vendor but 
without success. I was hopelessly confined 
to bed the entire week.

One evening the doorbell rang and 
in came a young fellow who introduced 
himself as a candidate for public office 
asking for my support. I was happy that I 
had someone in my apartment with whom 
I could share my horror. He listened pa-
tiently to my complaints and promised to 
get me a battery. I was certain that he for-
got about me the moment the entry door 
closed.

Much to my surprise, I got a call the 
next day from the candidate that he has a 
new wheelchair battery for my unit and 
would like to come up to my apartment 
to replace it. I was very excited about the 
prospects of getting around again, but the 
excitement didn’t last long. The candidate 
called to let me know that he’s delayed and 
will come later than promised. My hopes 
were dashed as I was now convinced that 
the candidate is nothing more than a “poli-
tician”.

It was a while later that the doorbell 
rang and in the doorway was “my candi-
date” accompanied by a few young fellows 
schlepping a wheelchair battery. In a few 
minutes they had the battery replaced and 

Continued on Page 83
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the unit operational. I am thrilled that I’m 
out and about again.

This Angel from Heaven is Chaim 
Deutsch, and he is my candidate.

Joyce Golub

Shabbos morning Greetings
I love your paper – but have a point to 

clarify regarding saying Good Shabbos.
Some people have a minhag not to say 

“Good Shabbos” before Amida (and some 
people start davening late).

Th ank you for your hard work, 
Sofi ya

Pronouncing Shva na
Regarding a diff erent letter of how to 

pronounce the Shva Na, there is defi nitely 
some diff erence in the minhagim. No au-
thority that I am aware of wrote to always 
pronounce it similar to “i’ sound unless the 
next letter is Yod in which case its pronun-
ciation is closer to “I”, according to some 
opinions (see for instance Mishnas HaGra, 
Shaar HaShva).

Fluent in Flatbush

Tefi llin awareness in the FJJ
Dear Mordy & Staff ,
I would like to thank you for inserting 

an article about the most recent Tefi llin 

Awareness Project - Hanacha K’Halacha 
- that took place at  Magen Abraham, a 
Sephardic shul in Flatbush.  Aft er reading 
the article (on page 34), the president of 
another shul subsequently called me to set 
up a program at his (Ashkenazic) shul. Th is 
was all a direct result of you understand-
ing the needs of the community, spread-
ing chesed events, and ultimately aff ording 
your fellow Jews the incredible opportu-
nity to have expert Sofrim check and cor-
rect out a myriad of Tefi llin issues. I’m glad 
to have you share in the Zechusim. Hatzla-
cha and keep up your great work!

Bumie (Avrohom) Schachter
Tefi llin Awareness Project

Gedolim on Shaving issurim
In a letter to the editor entitled “Dispar-

aging Jews Who Shave” (published in the 
9/12/13 issue of your wonderful newspa-
per), apparently disputing my earlier letter, 
it was stated that Rav Heinemann and Rav 
Gedalya Felder permitted removing the 
beard with shavers. 

It would be a service to your readers to 
inform them that Rav Moshe Heinemann 
issued a more recent letter regarding this 
issue (dated 19 Menachem Av 5769) which 
was co-signed by all the Roshei Yeshiva 
of Lakewood (Rav Malkiel Kotler, Ravi 
Yeruchim Olshin, Rav Dovid Shustal and 

Rav Yisroel Neuman). In this letter, it is 
stated that using shaving machines which 
do not leave over stubble involves a “sfeika 
d’oryasa” and shaving machines should 
therefore not be used (and no shavers leave 
over stubble; only “trimmers” do so). Rav 
Heinemann adds that this was the position 
of his Rebbe, Rav Aharon Kotler. Hence, 
there is no such thing as a “kosher shaver” 
(the machines referred to as “kosher shav-
ers” do not leave over stubble).

Concerning Rav Gedalya Felder, see 
his letter from Monday, Parshas Veyigash, 
5738 printed on page 37 of sefer Hadras 
Ponim Zokon in which he strongly sup-
ports the sefer and questions the heter of 
using shaving machines and points out 
that those who permitted older machines 
might not have permitted the more mod-
ern shavers.

Th e only other three gedolim cited in 
this letter were Rav Moshe Feinstein, his 
son and his talmid, and several prior let-
ters to the editor have already adequately 
explained the issues involved with relying 
on Rav Moshe Feinstein regarding this 
specifi c matter.

Regarding the website the writer re-
ferred to, it is only fair to refer readers also 
to the opposing website at www.kosher-
shaver.info.

The writer also made allusion to 
“Sephardic” gedolim. At this time to note 
that the son of Rav Ovadia Yosef, z”l the 
newly elected current Rishon L’Tzion, 
Rav Yitzchak Yosef (author of the “Yalkut 
Yosef ” series) issued a Kriah Kedosha in 
the name of his father urging that no Jew 
should use shaving machines and promis-
ing good shidduchim to those who grow 
their beards. Th is position of Rav Ovadia 
Yosef is also quoted also in sefer Halichos 
Musser Hashalem (volume 1 page 168).

Since the latest (October 3rd) issue of 
your fi ne publication included a full-page 
article in tribute to the Bluzhever Rebbe on 
the occasion of his yahrzeit, it is timely to 
mention that the Bluzhever Rebbe (who 
was a member of the Moetzes Gedolei 
Hatorah of Agudas Yisroel) wrote a Has-
kama to sefer Hadras Ponim Zokon in 
honor of its second edition (printed on 
page 46) in which he refers to shaving as 
an “issur chomor” (a severe transgression) 
and warmly endorses the study of the sefer. 
Th e Bluzhever Rebbe added in this letter 
that he was told personally by several in-
dividuals that they stopped shaving aft er 
reading sefer Hadras Ponim Zokon.

Rabbi Levi Rapoport
Syracuse, New York

Letters        to the Editor email letterS to 
editor@thefjj.com

ConTinued From Page 82
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Classified ads should be 
emailed to ads@thefjj.com

call: 718-692-1144Classified       Ads

Sales:

Fidelity Payment Services, a nationwide 
credit-card processing MSP, is hiring a limited 
number of in-house and outside account 
executives with sales experience. Full Salary 
+ Commissions. Full training & support. To 
apply, www.fidelitypayment.com/hr

Copywriter:

To join in-house mktg dept, Bklyn office. 
Projects incl. newsletters, product manuals, 
training videos, web content, creative ad 
copy, etc.  Basic knowledge of graphic design 
& social media a plus. Experience a must.  	
To apply, www.fidelitypayment.com/hr

CATAPULT LEARNING

Title I, P/T School Teachers. Boro Park and 
Williamsburg boys Yeshivas. B.A. Required.  
Strong Desire To Help Children Learn. 
Excellent Organizational Skills. Small Group 
instruction. Competitive Salary. Email 
Resume: nyteachers@catapultlearning.com.  
Fax: (718) 381-3493

HOUSE FOR SALE - MIDWOOD

Large One Family House, 6 Bedrooms,Totally 
Renovated, Close To Yeshiva Mesfita Rabbi Chaim 
Berlin And Many Shuls & Shtebels

BY OWNER - NO BROKERS.  CALL 917-374-2624

vacation rentals

Rent a Kosher Mansion in Long 
Branch/Deal NJ for your vacation, 
Shabbos or Simchas. Many other 
properties Worldwide. Visit us at www.
koshermansions.com or 	
646-275-6666.

Diagnostic & Counseling

Family, Marriages, Children and Special 
Education evaluation, Joel S. Rosenshein, 
PHD, 992 East 19th Street, 718-758-9213.

Vacation Rentals in Israel

Geula – Beautiful, new, clean, luxurious 
apartments for rent. Daily/weekly.  
Conveniently fully equipped.  American 
management, excellent service & rates, 
located near stores, restaurants. Wifi 
available. No commission.  Call 011-972-2-
5384783 or 718-564-6061.

Real Estate

Buy or Sell, I’m here to help.  Specialize 
in helping first-time buyers.  B&R Integrity 
Real Estate.  Daniel Mushailov.  Licensed 
Real Estate Agent.  718-354-9233.

House for Sale

Bayswater Far rockaway, Amazing House 
For sale, 4 bedrooms dining room, EIK 2 
bath closets, 212-470-3856 WinZone 
Realty. Other homes available local & 5 
towns LI.

Partnership Development

Position avail in payment processing co. 
Recruit, cultivate relationships to integrate 
with software/tech developers. Sales, 
networking, tech skills required. Apply, 
www.fidelitypayment.com/hr

Director of Accounting 
Recruitment

Placing and recruiting of accounting 
graduates in acct. related jobs and or 
internships.  Excellent opportunity, salary 
based. Email resume: acctplacements@
gmail.com

Customer Service

Job opening in Williamsburg office.  Phone 
skills, writing skills, & basic computer 
literacy required. Experience a plus.  To 
apply, www.fidelitypayment.com/hr

Tech Support

Position avail in Bklyn office. Excllnt verbal 
& writing skills reqd. Tech savvy a must. 
Full training provided.  To apply, www.
fidelitypayment.com/hr

White Hat Hacker

Open position, Brooklyn or Lkwd office.  
Responsibilities incl.,  Penetration Testing, 
Security Best Practices, Windows Server & 
Linux Experience. Experience a must.  To 
apply, www.fidelitypayment.com/hr

Senior VB.Net Programmer

Open position, Brooklyn or Lkwd office.  
Responsibilities incl., ASP.Net, SQL Server, 
provide innovative solutions.  Experience 
a must.  To apply, www.fidelitypayment.
com/hr

General Manager

Position avail, Brooklyn location.  
Responsibilities incl. managing day to day 
operations, complete P & L accountability,  
Developing, implementing high-level 
strategies &  policies.  To apply, www.
fidelitypayment.com/hr 

Director of Sales

Brooklyn area.  Drive company growth 
through increased sales, designing, 
implementing strategies for growing sales 
channel, including new demographics, 
managing agent support infrastructure. To 
apply, www.fidelitypayment.com/hr

Call Center Manager

To join Bklyn office.  Determine 
operational strategies by conducting 
needs assessments, performance reviews, 
capacity planning etc.  Min. 3 years 
experience. Excllnt communication & 
managerial skills reqd.  To apply, www.
fidelitypayment.com/hr

GUI Web Designer

To join Bklyn or Lkwd office.  
Responsibilities incl., designing user 
interfaces for web software, mockups. 
Basic understanding of HTML, CSS, etc. 
Proficiency in CS6 required. To apply, 
www.fidelitypayment.com/hr

Get Ca$h! Today

For your junk car! We will pay cash for 
your unwanted car, truck or bus, and tow 
it.  Call now: 845-352-4610.

Business Teachers 

Looking for experienced teachers to 
teach Business Readiness Courses 
(management, business administration, 
entrepreneurial skills, negotiating, public 
speaking..) in Brooklyn to Kollel students 
in the evenings. Please email resume 
to Jobs2148@gmail.com

Teacher Experienced

English, J.H.S. Prominent yeshiva in 
Flatbush. PM hrs. Mon-Thurs. Excel salary/
conditions.  Fax resume: 718-377-6991.

Apartment for Rent

Beautiful walk-in apartment for young 
couple one bdrm d/r EIK new bath new 
kitchen new appliances. Bedford/Quentin 
area. call 347-628-0335. 

APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

MIDWOOD STUDIOS, ONE BEDROOM, 
JUNIOR FOUR, WALKING DISTANCE TO 
TOURO AND BROOKLYN COLLEGE.  CALL 
RIVKA AT EISBERG-LENZ 718-336-3300 OR 
917-699-2365.

Lost & Found

Lost a black bag of kids stuff on Shmini 
Atzeres  on Ave J between Ocean Parkway 
& McDonald Avenue.   If found, please call 
718-633-1929 lv msg.

Found 

Gold earring found on Avenue “K” between 
East 29th Street and Nostrand Avenue on 
Shabbos July 6, 2013.  Please call 917-502-
0762.

Lost 

Lost earing on Shabbos Parshas Noach in 
the vicinity of Ave R and Ave S, between 
East 21st street and East 24th street. If 
found, please call 718-791-9907. 

http://www.fidelitypayment.com/hr
http://www.fidelitypayment.com/hr
mailto:nyteachers@catapultlearning.com
tel:%28718%29 381-3493
tel:212-470-3856
http://www.fidelitypayment.com/hr
mailto:acctplacements@gmail.com
mailto:acctplacements@gmail.com
http://www.fidelitypayment.com/hr
http://www.fidelitypayment.com/hr
http://www.fidelitypayment.com/hr
http://www.fidelitypayment.com/hr
http://www.fidelitypayment.com/hr
http://www.fidelitypayment.com/hr
http://www.fidelitypayment.com/hr
http://www.fidelitypayment.com/hr
http://www.fidelitypayment.com/hr
http://www.fidelitypayment.com/hr
http://www.fidelitypayment.com/hr
http://www.fidelitypayment.com/hr
mailto:Jobs2148@gmail.com
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Flatbush Professional & Business Directory

Advertise in the  
FJJ professional  
Business Directory:

only $250 for entire 2013 
includes 3 lines of information: name, address, phone & website   

Accounting 

Esther Styller, CPA
718.436.2971 
www.styllercpa.com

Oscar Abraham, CPA
718.258.1829 
www.oabrahamcpa.com

alarm & closed circuit tv's

Alarm & Audio Industries Inc.
Hold Brothers  718.435.9895 
info@alarmandaudio.com

Appliance Repair

Wolf Refrigerator & Appliance Repair
718.998.3238

Bagels / catering

Bagel Hole
1431 Coney Island Ave /718.377.9700 
1423 Avenue J / 718.258.4150

Bakery

Chiffon Kosher Cake Center
430 Ave. P 
718.998.7530

Childbirth Ed/Lactation

A Better Birth
Childbirth Education & Lactation Support
Adina Lerer 347-420-2824

COMPUTER SERVICES            
Home & Office, Computer Networking Setup / 
Repair, Fair Rates
Rafi (347) 460-1750

shopping service in/from israel

323.443.8652 / 972.58.613.6138
webynmail4u@gmail.com

Dentist

Dr. Eric Leibowitz
718.338.5990

Dr. Mark Kaufman
718.258.1931

Exterminator/inscriptions

Right Choice Pest Control, Inc.
Shabsy 
917.370.7900

financial planning

Sol Edelstein, President, EFG Inc
1315 Avenue J 2nd Floor 
886.540.8377  Fax: 212.208.3040

Freelance graphic designer

BKreative
Bashie  718.431.4651  
www.LetsBKreative.com  

Furs

Brighton Furs
3090 Coney Island Ave  
718.648.7100

garage doors

Five Star Home Service
We install & repair all types  of garage doors. 
718.677.5555  
info@fivestarhomeservice.com

home repairs 

Shalom Handyman DBA
Shalom Handyman 
917.217.3676

Income taxes 

Alan J. Braun, CPA
(718) 338-2641 
ABraunCPA@gmail.com

Insurance 

The Alter Agency/Allstate
Chaim L. Alter 
(718) 713-8400  (917) 868-4900  
CharlesAlter@Allstate.com

"KOSHER" YOGA & MASSAGE

"Kosher" Yoga/Licensed Massage Therapy
436 Central Avenue, Cedarhurst NY
www.peacefulpresence.com
516-371-3715   

locksmith & safe

Minkoff Locksmith 
Yisroel Minkoff 
718.998.9881

massage therapy 

Mona Flaks, Licensed Massage Therapist 
Massage as therapy and relaxation
718-258-3991

moving & trucking 

Gerber Moving and Trucking
Shalom   347.276.7422

parenting & chinuch

Rabbi Yitzchak Ackerman, LMHC
Guidance and Support for Parents & Educators  
718.344.6575

PLUMBING & HANDYMAN SERVICE

Mr. Mayor
347-549-9007

Plumbing & Heating

Night & Day Plumbing & Heating
Ari Lerer
845-521-4043

professional resumes 

Goldie Deutsch
347.463.2504 / 954.708.2581
www.goldminesolutions.net

roofing 

Lester Goldsmith Roofing
718.253.3484

Swimming courses

Ruchy Feldmaus
Swimming and Lifeguarding Courses
347.342.6947

tutoring & Writing

Sharon Hold
718.338.3915 / 347.534.5684 
Profhold@yahoo.com

Tupperware

Rochelle Rothman  
718.258.0415 

718.692.1144  
ads@thefjj.com

SUPREME COURT – COUNTY OF KINGS

SCHICK-ROKEACH   
718-258-4965 

Houses for sale:            
E 8 st grt blk 2 fam 40/120 approved plans for 1fam 30/90 
for lux buyer.                                                                     

E 21 grt blk 1 fam 50/100 ch 5 beds great potential priced 
to sell.                                                         

E 22 corner 50/100 ch 4 beds 5 baths den.           

E 22 2 fam 50/100 grt blk Duplex 4 beds 5 baths den 3 patios 
plus 2 bed rentable apartment and oversized fin basement 
gorgeous back yard, c/a/c.

E 23 1fam grt blk det 3 beds 3 baths fin basmnt private drive 
central ac music totally renovated.   

Ave N 1st offering 1 fam 80 /100 ch 4 beds for lux buyer.                                                                     

Madison. 1 fam 30/100 4 beds 4 baths fin basmt.

Coop for sale:   Ave I and E 16 gorgeous totally 
renovated 2 bed 1 bath patio low floor must see.  

Apt for rent:  
Ocean Pkwy 2 beds 1 bath 1950.        

E 14 Ave O 3 beds 2 baths asking 2050.                   

    SCHICK-ROKEACH   718-258-4965
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Flatbush Jewish journal
FJJ distribution locations

reaching 200,000 people in flatbush, boro park, queens, 5 towns, lakewood   

Free copies of The FJJ are available at 300 locations every Thursday, including:

Avenue M
Apple Bank

Astoria Bank

Bagel Store

Chadash Pizza

chap a nosh

Chase Bank

Command Copy

ice cream house

Investor's Bank

Judaica Place

Koff's Bakery

Meal Mart

Moishes supermarket

Mountain Fruit

Presser's Bakery

Weiss Bakery

Avenue J
Advanced Copy Center

Apple Bank

Bagel Hole

Citibank

Flushing Bank

Isaacs Bakery

J Drugs

J Mens Shoes

Jerusalem 2 Pizza

Kosher Delight

Ostrovitzky Bakery

Royal Pharmacy

Satmar Meats

Sovereign Bank

Coney Island
Bagel Hole

BP Car Wash

Eichlers

Happy Home

Harrico Pharmacy

Mittelman's

Modern Chemist

Paperific

Schnitzi

shell station

sprinkles

Sunbrite Cleaners

sweet choice

The Buzz

The Hat Box

Tiferes Stam

Nostrand Ave
Fish Store

Koff's Bakery

Kold Kuts Take Out

Kosher Pizza Palace

MB Liquor

Monoco Cleaners

Navar Pharmacy

Schreiber's Bakery

Shop Smart

sweet choice

Torah Treasures

Tov UMativ

Wolf's Grocery

Kings Highway
Dear Drugs

Jerusalem Glatt

kosher Hut

Marine Park
Kosher Center

Kosher Palace

kosher discount 

Mr. Nosh

On the Grill

Pizza Bagel

Tops liquor

13th Avenue
Amnon's Pizza

Bank of America

BP Food Mart

Capital One Bank

Center 1 Grocery

Chase Bank

Chase Bank

Eagels Bakery

Flushing Bank

Fruit on 13th

Gal Paz

Investors Bank

King David

Linick's Toys

Mega 53

Northfield Bank

Paradise Fruits

Sovereign Bank

shell station

Strauss Bakery

Subsational

Super 13

Valley National Bank

Zions Supermarket

14-15th Avenue
Kol Tuv Supermarket

Life Pharmacy

Paperific

Rosner's

Yossi's

16th Avenue
Dagan Pizza Store

Duane Reade

fallsburg bagels

Gross Bakery

Kaff's Kafe

Korn's bakery

Kosher Meats

Lieb Pharmacy

Moishe's Paradise

Mottie's Pizza 

18th Avenue
BP Supermarket

Chase Bank

Hadar Geulah

j2 pizza

Korn's Bakery

Mendel's Pizza

Mendelsons Pizza

The Winery

Yogurt 18

FLAT    B USH    a r e a

Lawrence
Brachs supermarket

Seasons supermarket

Cedarhurst
Bagel Delight

Bank of America

Capital One Bank

Chase Bank

CitiBank

Crawfords

Dime Savings Bank

Gourmet Glatt

Grand Central Pharm.

Jerusalem Pizza

Judaica Plus

Oh Nuts

Pizza and Bourekas

Sunflower Café

Traditions

Wok Tov

Yogurt & Ice Cream

Z. Berman

Far Rockaway
Kosher World

Pizza  World

b o r o  p a r k  a r e a

f i v e  t o w n s  a r e a

Blue Ribbon

Bookmans 

Capital Hotel

Circa

Delta

eat a pita

Farmer's Market

Feldmans

Foodex 

four corners

gefen optical

Gelbstein

Glatt Bite

Glatt Gourmet

Harmony 

Heimishe Bake Shop

Hersheys

Jerusalem II Pizza

Judaica Plaza

Kollel Supermarket

Kosher Village

kosher taco

Kosher West

Lexington Towers

Madison Pharmacy

Pizzaleh

Pizza Place

Pizza Plus

Queens Garden

Refuah Pharmacy

rite liquors

River Avenue Café

Shlomies Shoprite

southside sandwich shop

Sprinkles 

Super Stop

Village Pizza

Washington Square

wine on the nine

Yussi's

l a k e w o o d  a r e a
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t t
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t
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Now at over 
20 locations 
in Queens!
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FlAtbush JewIsh JourNAl
22,000 weekly to flatbuSh, boro park, queenS, 5 townS, lakewood

s"xc

reservation deadline:  MONDAY 3:00 PM insertion deadline:  TUESDAY 3:00 PM distribution:  EvERY THURSDAY

COvER FULL BANNER

FJJ 2013 adVErtisinG ratEs & scHEdulE 

FUll Pre-PaYMeNT oNlY. Prices sUBJecT To cHaNGe. Priority guaranteed placement in any section:  25% surcharge

cover wrap 4 pages 22,000 $10,000
insert 22,000 $2,500
4 Page center full color $3,750
2 Page center full color $2,250

Full cover ad 8" x 8.5" $5,000
Back/inside cover 10” x 13.625” $1,800
2 Page spread full color $1,800
2 Page spread b&w $1,000

    MultiPlE discounts FULL PRE-PAYMENT DUE AT TIME OF CONTRACT FOR DURATION OF DISCOUNTED INSERTION.   NO REFUND FOR EARLY TERMINATIONS.

18 insertions 25% off 26 insertions 30% off one Year 40% off

DISPLAY CLASSIFIED  (3”x 2”)    

CLASSIFIED - $25  (25 WORDS MAx) 

COLOR  $75  B&W  $50 
(40 WORDS MAx)  

Full
PAGE

 COLOR B&W
 $1,000 $600

 COLOR B&W
 $600 $300

 COLOR B&W
 $600 $300

 COLOR B&W
 $300 $150

 COLOR B&W
 $200 $100

Half
PAGE

10"x13.625" 10"x6.625"

Half
PAGE

4.8” x
13.625"

4.8"x

6.625"

quarter
PAGE

Eighth
PAGE

4.84"

x3.25"

8"x 1"

 COLOR
 $600 

INSIDE BANNER

10"x 3"

 COLOR 
  $400 

FUll color 3"X3"

cover sTicKer

  $2,500 
INCLUDES PRINTING & 

PASTING ON 22,000 PAPERS

DEADLINE: 2 WEEKS PRIOR 

TO PUBLICATION

4 insertions 10% off 8 insertions 15% off 12 insertions 20% off

    sPEcial ProMotions AVAILABLE BY ADVANCE RESERVATION/PAYMENT.  SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY.     classiFiEds

COvER FULL BANNER

F J J  2013  P u b l i c at i o n  s c H E d u l E

sePteMBer 5 rosH HasHaNa issUe

sePteMBer 12 YoM KiPPUr/sUccos

octoBer 3

octoBer 10

octoBer 17 siMcHa issUe

octoBer 24 eDUcaTioN & PareNTiNG

octoBer 31

noveMBer 7 HealTH & FiTNess issUe

noveMBer 14 Travel issUe

noveMBer 21 ParTY & GiFT issUe

noveMBer 28 cHaNUKaH issUe 

deceMBer 5 

deceMBer 12 asara B’Teves issUe

deceMBer 19 JewisH cHariTY issUe

deceMBer 26 siMcHa issUe
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cordially invite you 
to attend the

Mrs. Phyllis Bleier Mrs. Eva Stern

o f  B e t h  M e d r a s h  G o v o h a

Annual   

ubhhj ov hf
sustaining Klal Yisroel’s 

Mesorah in Changing times
a dYnaMiC round taBle 

t featurinG u 

Rebbetzin Ruthie Assaf
Rebbetzin Leah Kohn

Rebbetzin Esther Reisman
Mrs. Naomi Sutton
t ClosinG reMarKs u

Rebbetzin Leah Horowitz

sunday, november 10, 2013 
at lipschitz hall (forMerlY Menorah) 

5000 14th avenue, Brooklyn, nY
12:30 – 3:30 PM Join us!  

Reserve  

the Date!  
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