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rav Pam on the Haftaros
RABBI SHOLOM SMITH, REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

No Mere Newspaper
One of the great opportunities in my 

life has been to get acquainted with many 
tzaddikim throughout the world. My life has 
been profoundly affected by my friendship 
with and inspiration from Horav Moshe 
Silberberg shlita, and his son HoRav Tzvi 
Meir Silberberg, shlita, in Eretz Yisroel. In his 
sefer on Chanukah, Rav Tzvi Meir points out 
that when there is a one day Yom Tov such 
as Yom Kippur, every minute of the day is 
treasured and utilized to its fullest. However, 
when a Yom Tov lasts many days such as 
Pesach, Succos, and Chanukah, at times we 
become complacent and don’t treasure every 
moment of the Chag. He says this is one of the 
deep messages of “Mosef V’holech” that on 
Chanukah we light the menorah in ascending 
order, to add kedusha as we treasure each day.

Rav Silberberg says that we find a similarity 
in the physical world. One of the biggest 
desires of a person is hischadshus, as seen in 
the way people search for news updates, and 
the many newspapers that are published each 
day and each week. Before the coming of 

Moshiach this will catch on in the world of 
shomrei Torah umitzvos, which the tzadikim 
explain serves as a reminder that every day 
the Torah umitzvos should certainly be to 
us like new. We should practice our Torah, 
avodah ugemilus chasodim with anticipation 
and excitement.

As we celebrate Chanukah, the time of 
Hallel V’Hoda’ah. I thank Hashem for the 
monumental opportunity to be marbitz 
Torah through the pages of The FJJ. This 
is no mere newspaper, rather it is a vehicle 
to spread the light of Yiddishkeit to the 
Torah community. I take this opportunity 
to thank our esteemed roster of writers and 
contributors for maintaining the lofty levels 
and high acclaim we have attained. We have 
the most discerning readers, and sincerely 
appreciate their loyalty.

Rabbi Paysach Krohn told me that the word 
 stands for: Madlikin Shemonas Yemai משיח
Chanukah. May his words come true speedily 
in our time. And may The FJJ be zoche to be 
the first one to announce his arrival!

FJJ Publisher ś message
MORDY MEHLMAN, PUBLISHER
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Vayeishev   AMOS 2:6-3:8 

Three Levels of Prophecy
Among the reasons for the choice of this 

haftarah for Parashas Vayeishev is its opening 
pasuk (2:6): For having sold a righteous man for 
silver and a destitute one for the sake of a pair 
of shoes. According to Pirkei D’Rabbi Eliezer 38, 
this is a reference to the sale of Yosef by his broth-
ers as a slave to the Ishmaelites for 20 pieces of 
silver, which they later used to purchase shoes for 
themselves. The subject of much of the parashah 
is, of course, the brothers’ enmity toward Yosef 
and his subsequent sale as a slave in Egypt.

I established some of your sons as prophets 
and some of your young men as nezirim (2:11).

This pasuk describes the anguish of the 
navi who, upon contemplating the wickedness 
of his people, recalls the kindness of Hashem 
Who placed His holy spirit upon the young 
men of Klal Yisrael and granted them the gift 
of prophecy. Further, he stresses the intense 
holiness of the young people who were at an 
age when they would normally be immersed 
in satisfying their every desire, yet were able to 
control themselves and take upon themselves 
the vows of nezirus. Ramban (Bamidbar 6:14) 
says that nezirus brings a person to a great level 

of kedushah similar to that of a navi. Rashi, 
quoting the Targum Yonasan, says that nazir 
refers to a Torah teacher who turns himself 
away from all worldly pursuits in order to de-
vote his life to teaching Torah.

The concept of young people experiencing 
nevuah is also referred to by the navi Yoel. 
In his vision of what will occur in the End of 
Days, he says (3:1), And it will happen after this 
that I will pour out My spirit upon all flesh, and 
your sons and daughters will prophesy; your 
elders will dream prophetic dreams and your 
young men will see visions.

The Malbim, in his classic fashion, explains 
that there will be three levels of prophecy for 
the three age-groups described in the pasuk: 
young children, young men, and the elder-
ly. The levels of nevuah will be based on the 
amount of exposure to the intense spiritual im-
purity that will characterize the period before 
the End of Days.

It is well known that a candle flickers bright-
ly immediately before it goes out. So, too, the 
ability of the yetzer hara to seduce mankind to 
sin will be greatly empowered before the End of 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 133
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Featuring songs from their  
debut album MODIM!

P: 516-249-3746 
E: jakerman@bizdes.com
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חולים: 
דבורה בת אסתר בריינדל

רפאל חיים בן זיסל
חיים בן רחל

דוד בן פנינה
יצחק זאב בן עדינה

הרב מתתיהו חיים בן עטל
יחיאל בן ציון בן מיכל

יוסף אליהו בן בילא
ליבה יהודית בת יוכבד

נחמי' בן מלכה גיטל
רינה חי' בת לאה

גיטל רינה בת יאל
תמר עדי נה בת קינא שולמית

אברהם בן לאה
חיים שרגא פיבל בן רחל

מרדכי דוד שמחה בן מרים משא טובה
משה זאב בן רחל

רפאל בצלאל מרדכי בן חנה רייזל
שמואל בן רבקה

שרה מלכה בת פייגא פרדיל
גולדה בת מרים

הינדא שרה בת יענטיל
ר' שלמה חנן בן חנה זיסל
יצחק שמואל בן פשע שרה

צירל בת אלתר רבקה
יואל בן יטל

רפאל חיים ישעי בן חיה
ר' שמעון בן ליזה לוסיה

רבקה לאה בת חנה מנוחה
משולם נתן יהודה בן טשארנה

יצחק בן דבורה
אפרים בן רבקה

רפאל חיים צבי בן לאה
חיה אסתר בת פייגא יענטא

ר' ישראל אברהם בן שיינא רחל 
ר' ישעי' יעקב בן רייזעל

ר' יגל בן יעל
אליעזר בן רחל

שמחה בת מרים
מנחם מנדל בן פערל דינה

אסתר הינדה בת שפרה
דב ישעיה בן אסתר

ר' משה יצחק בן סירל
צבי מנחם בן אסתר
אסתר בת חנה ריבה

ברוך הלל בן רבקה
זיסל בת רחל

אשר ישעי' בן הינדא נאכה
ישראל פייול בן חנה ביילה

אהרן צבי בן זלדה
רחל חי' בת אסתר

ר' יצחק שמואל בן פעשא שרה
דוד רפאל חיים בן סופי'ה

ראובן בן הענא
יוסף מלך בן שרה שפרה

שרה בת רבקה רחל

Chupah Decorum- Or Lack Therof
Am I the only one upset about the lack 

of decorum at Chupahs? I am not even 
referring to the cell phone ringing despite 
the announcement before the Chupah to put 
the phone on silent mode. I am referring to 
all the talking. Very loud talking during the 
entire Chupah. 

At a Chupah last week it was almost 
impossible to hear the Brochos or Kriyas 
Kesubah because of the noise level from all 
the talking. � e lack of Derech Cheretz for 
Chosson V’Kallah is unbelievable. If you 
are not interested in the Chupah and would 
rather talk to your friend, that is � ne. Do it 
outside the Chupah Room! You have an entire 
meal to talk. 

� e Chupah is a time of Rachamim when 
we can beseech the Heavens for our needs. 
Even if you are not one to say the various 
Tehillim that are le�  on the seats, at least 
don’t disturb the Chupah. Did you or would 
you appreciate the talking tumult under your 
Chupah?

Waiting for Silence

Deluding Ourselves
Regarding the recent discussion about 

pictures in shidduchim, the self-righteous 
tone of many of these letters is really too 
much. Everyone knows that the appearance 
of the girl is a major factor in deciding 
whether or not a boy will go out with her. 
We are all simply deluding ourselves if we 
think someone will go out with a girl based 
on someone’s say so, without knowing what 
she looks like. Checking the girl‘s appearance 
is just a quick way to decide whether or not it 
even pays to go further. 

I would say another major factor that we 
can probably leave for another day, is the 
girl’s weight. No one likes to talk about it, but 

that is o� en a deal breaker as well. Again, 
just a quick and easy way to weed out dates 
that won’t go anywhere. When I was dating, 
I can’t tell you how many dates I’ve been on 
where we could have all avoided wasting 
each other’s time.

Been � ere, Done � at

Shidduchim Scales
� ings are really getting out of hand.  

Asking for a girl’s picture before even 
agreeing to a date is just wrong. 

What’s next? Demanding to know her 
weight before agreeing to a date?

RW

The Yevanim 
Within Our Own Community 

The Yevanim outlawed mila, Shabbos, 
and Rosh Chodesh. Yet worse of all, they 
outlawed the study of our Torah. � e study 
of our heilege Torah, the Mesorah from Rebbe 
to Talmid. Fortunately, Hashem did not allow 
them to succeed. He allowed them to fall, 
biyad chalashim - biyad miatim, in the hands 
of the weak, in the hands of the few, And our 
Torah prevailed. 

Who today can relate to the horrible 
persecution of the Yevanim? � e powerful 
evil force that forbade, and denied the 
teaching of our precious Torah to Yiddishe 
kinder?--I can!

� is was done to my own children! 
It wasn’t because I could not pay my 

yeshiva tuition. It wasn’t because my family 
is too modern. Nor was it because there was 
anything wrong with my children. 

Baruch Hashem, my children are smart, 
ehrlich, healthy and full of life. Most of 
all, they desire to learn and grow close to 
Hashem.  

Letters to the Editor EMAIL 
EDITOR@THEFJJ.COM

All letters must be typed and emailed. Letter writers authorize the Publisher to edit letters due to space constraints, subject matter or Rabbinic direction.

WEATHER FORECAST

No Shortcuts
� e Chashmonaim found oil that was only su�  cient for 

one day. We know that. But why didn’t they just use very 
thin wicks? Had they done so, there may have been enough 
oil to last eight days? So asks the Bais Halevi. � e precious 
answer is simple. � ey were not interested in shortcuts. � ey 
wanted to do the mitzvah in the very best way possible. In 
honor of that dedication, Hashem gave them (and us) the 
incredible nes of Chanukah. And that’s why we also perform 
the mitzvah in all of its glory – � lling our homes with lights 
of kedusha. Great lesson in life. In the age of instant conve-
nience, try to get along without shortcuts. For 8 days…for 
one day…for one hour. See how di�  cult it is. 

But watch how you grow. (as will be heard, this Shabbos, 
in the pshettel of Yehuda Salomon)

RABBI YAAKOV SALOMON

 ut of the Box MUSINGS ON 
TIMELY ISSUES

Hatzolah 718.230.1000
Chaveirim 718.431.8181
Shomrim 718.338.9797
Misaskim 718.854.4548
Police 70 PCT 718.851.5511
Police 61 PCT 718.627.6611

NYC Helpline 311
Emergency 911
Poison Control 800.222.1222
Bikur Cholim 718.253.3119
Torah Phone 718.436.4999
Kol Halashon 718.906.6400

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Rav Shlomo Gissinger 
Noted Rav & Posek, Khal Zichron Yaakov, Lakewood, NJ

If one were asked to sum up the en-
tire theme of Chanukah in two words, 
it would undoubtedly be Hallel and 
Hoda’ah. A� er all, that is how Chazal 
themselves encapsulated it in the closing 
words of Al Hanissim: Vikovu Shmonas 
Yemei Chanukah Eilu “L’hodos Ul’hal-
lel” L’Shimcha Hagadol.

L’hallel, of course, means “to praise.” 
But what is the precise meaning of L’ho-
dos?

Hoda’ah is commonly translated as 
an expression of gratitude, as “thanks.” 

But if that is its only 
meaning we encounter 
several di�  culties. For 
example, we find that 
when Leah gave birth to 
her fourth son she said “Hapa’m Odeh Es 
Hashem”, this time I will “give hoda’ah 
to” Hashem. Can it mean “this time I will 
thank Him”? Why, Leah already thanked 
Him when she gave birth to her � rst 
child, whom she named Reuvein because 
“Ra’ah Hashem B’onyi”, Hashem saw my 

Rabbinic Message A WEEKLY DRASHA FROM 
FLATBUSH RABBONIM

TEHILLIM LIST

CONTINUED ON PAGE 122

CONTINUED ON PAGE 138

THURSDAY
December 7
Mostly Sunny
46˚ 32˚

WEDNESDAY
December 13
Wind
34˚ 25˚

MONDAY
December  11
Partly Cloudy
42˚ 32˚

SATURDAY
December  9
Partly Cloudy
43˚ 31˚

TUESDAY
December  12
Partly Cloudy
41˚ 27˚

SUNDAY
December  10 
Sunny
41˚ 30˚

FRIDAY
December  8
Mostly Cloudy
39˚ 33˚

WEATHER FORECAST
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, ADS OR RESERVATIONS

T E L :  7 1 8 . 6 4 5 . 0 5 3 6  l  FA X :  7 1 8 . 6 4 5 . 9 2 5 1  l  E M A I L :  m i r r e r y e s h i v a @ t h e j n e t . c o m

M I R R E R  Y E S H I V A :  1 7 9 1  O C E A N  P A R K W A Y  l  B R O O K L Y N ,  N Y  1 1 2 2 3

DECEMBER 10, ‘17  ■  כ״ב כסלו תשע״ח
THE PALACE 780 MCDONALD AVE., BROOKLYN, NY

R E C E P T I O N  5 : 3 0   ■  S H I U R  6 : 0 0   ■  D I N N E R  6 : 3 0

     DINNER IN MEMORY OF 

R’ SHIMON ENGLARD ז״ל

MIRRER
YESHIVA
MIRRERMIRRERMIRRERMIRRERMIRRERMIRRERMIRRERMIRRERMIRRERMIRRERMIRRER
YESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVAYESHIVA

DON'T MISS IT! DINNER THIS SUNDAY!

DR. & MRS. ELIEZER PARNES
ALUMNUS OF THE YEAR

DR. & MRS. SHOMER ISRAELIAN
KESSER SHEM TOV AWARD

MEMORIAL TRIBUTE 
TO A BOARD MEMBER 
FOR OVER 6 DECADES

MR. STANLEY SMITH

RABBI & MRS. MOSHE WARMAN
MENAHEL, YESHIVA KETANA
HARBOTZAS TORAH AWARD

DR. DANNY SHERWINTER
DINNER CHAIRMAN

R’ TZVI WALLERSTIEN
DINNER CHAIRMAN

R’ RUBIN SCHRON
CHAIRMAN
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     AGUDAS YISROEL OF MADISON
R A V  Y I S R O E L  R E I S M A N ,  M O R A H  D ’ A S R A

IN CONJUCTION WITH ITS MELAVA MALKA SHABBOS 
IS PLEASED TO WELCOME

Rabbi Yissocher Frand
 שבת פרשת וישב 

SHABBOS, PARSHAS VAYEISHEV
DECEMBER 89

THE FLATBUSH JEWISH COMMUNITY
IS INVITED TO JOIN RABBI FRAND:

  ONEG SHABBOS
(FOR MEN & WOMEN)

FRIDAY NIGHT AT 7:30 PM
AGUDAS YISRAEL OF MADISON
2122 AVENUE S

  LADIES SHIUR
SHABBOS AT 3:00 PM
AGUDAS YISRAEL OF MADISON
2122 AVENUE S
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SHABBOS
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DON'T MISS THIS ONCE-A-YEAR 
ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITY!

2018
50% OFF
ALL ADS. ALL SIZES. ALL YEAR.

718.692.1144   ADS@THEFJJ.COM 

FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL
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givegivegivegivegivegivegivegivegive giftgift

כ״ח טבת-ב׳ שבטכ״ח טבת-ב׳ שבט

Yarchei KallahYarchei KallahYarchei Kallahin
כ״ח טבת-ב׳ שבטכ״ח טבת-ב׳ שבט

Yarchei KallahYarchei KallahYarchei KallahinYarchei KallahinYarchei Kallahin
כ״ח טבת-ב׳ שבטכ״ח טבת-ב׳ שבטכ״ח טבת-ב׳ שבטכ״ח טבת-ב׳ שבט

ininYarchei KallahYarchei Kallah18th

REGISTER today!

Experience
IN THE תורה 

THE LIGHT OF

ארץ הקדושה MONDAY THRU THURSDAY

RAMADA JERUSALEM HOTEL

ENGLISH TRACK 
BACK DUE TO POPULAR DEMAND

FABULOUS  
WOMEN’S  PROGRAM!

סוגיא דכלה:
עניני פיקוח נפש 

והלכות רפואה 
סנהדרין עב-עה
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HARAV ELYA BRUDNY 
ROSH YESHIVA, YESHIVAS MIR

HARAV MOSHE TUVIA LIEFF 
MORAH D’ASRA, AGUDAS YISRAEL BAIS BINYAMIN

HARAV AHRON KAUFMAN 
ROSH YESHIVA, YESHIVA ATERES SHMUEL OF WATERBURY

HARAV DANIEL KALISH   
MENAHEL, YESHIVA ATERES SHMUEL OF WATERBURY

YESHIVA ATERES SHMUEL OF WATERBURY INVITES 
THE COMMUNITY TO JOIN US AT OUR

FLATBUSH CHANUKAH

    Yeshiva
      Ateres Shmuel
OF  Waterbury

CHINUCH EVENT
Reaching Today’s TeenagersReaching Today’s TeenagersReaching Today’s TeenagersReaching Today’s TeenagersReaching Today’s TeenagersReaching Today’s TeenagersReaching Today’s TeenagersReaching Today’s TeenagersReaching Today’s TeenagersReaching Today’s TeenagersReaching Today’s TeenagersReaching Today’s TeenagersReaching Today’s TeenagersReaching Today’s TeenagersReaching Today’s TeenagersReaching Today’s TeenagersReaching Today’s TeenagersReaching Today’s TeenagersReaching Today’s TeenagersReaching Today’s TeenagersReaching Today’s TeenagersReaching Today’s TeenagersReaching Today’s TeenagersReaching Today’s Teenagers

Featured Featured Featured 
SpeakersSpeakersSpeakersSpeakersSpeakersSpeakersSpeakersSpeakersSpeakers

CORPORATE SPONSORS:

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10TH at 8:30pm 
AGUDAH OF AVE L | MAIN BAIS MEDRASH

2913 AVENUE L, BROOKLYN, NY 11210
THIS EVENT IS OPEN TO MEN AND WOMEN

YESHIVA ATERES SHMUEL OF WATERBURY
47 BUCKINGHAM STREET | WATERBURY, CT 06710

SEE PAGE 65 FOR INTERVIEW WITH RABBI AHRON KAUFMAN
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BE A PART OF IT!
Agudah of Madison  

Avenue S & East 22 Street
10:00 PM – MAARIV

10:20-11:30 PM – SEDER
11:30-11:45 PM – SHIUR
11:45 PM – 2ND MAARIV

MIDNIGHT – 12:30 – SEFER YOEL

C
IT
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O

M
! 7

18
-6

92
-0

99
9

Flatbush:

Khal Shalheves Kodesh 
2920 Ave. J

following 9:15 Maariv 
Learning: 9:30-10:30 PM

BJX Beis Midrash 
2915 Ave. K

Learning: 8:45-9:45 PM

Kollel Zichron Avner  
Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyamin 

2913 Ave L
Learning 8:30 PM - 9:40 PM 

Maariv 9:40 PM • Speech at 10 PM

Flatbush:

Rabbi Twerski's Shul
3118 Quentin Rd

9:45 Maariv followed by Mishmar

Marine Park:
Rabbi Epstein's Shul 

3523 Ave S 
Chumash 8:30- 9 PM • Maariv 9 PM 

Mesechta Avodah Zara 9:15 - 10:20 PM

Great Neck: 
Torah Ohr 

575 Middle Neck Road / Great Neck, NY

Cedarhurst: 

Kehilas Bais Yehuda Tzvi
(corner Oakland & West Broadway) 

Learning 9:00-9:45 pm followed by Maariv
Thursday night learning  
extended untill 11:15 PM

Monsey:
Shaarei Tefilla

29 Parker Blvd (Forshay)
10-11 PM Mesechta Makos

Tiferes Yisrael
57 Lime Kiln Road (Wesley Hills) 

Halacha Lemaaseh 9-10 PM

THURSDAY NIGHT 
MISHMAR

Join a Full Beis Hamedrash Learning B'Hasmadah

BRING YOUR CHAVRUSA OR WE'LL SET ONE UP FOR YOU
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January 12-14, 2018 • שבת פרשת וארא
Sheraton Parsippany, NJ

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS BY:

לעלוי נשמת הרבנית גיטל בת הרב אליעזר מנוח ע”ה

The Eliezer Institute, established by Westwood Realty Associates, is dedicated to educating the community at large to 
strengthen Bitachon, and the underlying Emunah upon which it is based, giving a sense of calmness and fulfillment to 
those who infuse it into their daily living.

Power of Tefilah and Bitachon
What Really Happened at Sinai? 

Instilling Emunah in our Children
Miraculous Survival of Klal Yisrael

Retrieving the Generation Lost to Assimilation

Happiness and the Benefits of Mitzvos

TOPICS INCLUDE:

ELIEZER 
INSTITUTE

For more information visit us at eliezerinstitute.com,
email us @ info@eliezerinstitute.com or call 516-295-5700 ext 107

RABBI DR. DOVID 
GOTTLIEB

RABBI  YOSSI  
WALLIS

RABBI EYTAN 
FEINERRABBI SHAYA

COHEN
RABBI EYTAN

KOBRE

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS BY:

RABBI  YOSSI  

RABBI  ARYEH ZEV
GINZBERG

RABBI EYTAN

RABBI YINON 
KALAZAN

ENTERTAINMENT BY:  

Benny Friedman
& Friends

H H H H H  
5-STAR CATERING 

PROVIDED BY: 
SAFFRON CULINARY

Impassioned 
    Emunah

ELIEZER INSTITUTE PRESENTS A WEEKEND SEMINAR:

Give an 

ETERNAL 

CHANUKAH 

GIFT! 

Register

TODAY!!!

Special presentations for women by 
Rebbetzin Aviva Feiner, Rebbetzin Ivy Kalazan and Rebbetzin Maya Kuritsky
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ALLALLALLALLALLALLALLALLALLALLALLof over 2,000 titles 20 % 
OFFlist

prices

ALLALLALLALLALLALLALLALLALLALLALL
list
pricespricespricesprices

NOW THROUGH 12/25/17

The perfect gift for someone who treasures sefarim!

Family-friendly recipes for every day and special occasionsFamily-friendly recipes for every day and special occasions

also available 
by Miriam 
Pascal

also available by 
Rabbi Moshe 
Bamberger

Great Chanukah Gifts for Him and Her

HALACHIC HANDBOOK 
THE LAWS OF 

CHANUKAH
by Rabbi Yitzchak Rosedale
edited by Rabbi Shmuel Felder 

THE STORY OF 
CHANUKAH 

by Sarah Leon

CHANUKAH
WITH BINA, BENNY AND 
CHAGAI HAYONAH 
by Yaffa Ganz
DAYS OF JOY 
INSIGHTS OF THE SFAS EMES
by Rabbi Yosef Stern
CHANUKAH
in the ArtScroll® Holiday Series

Chanukah Titles

Available at your local Hebrew bookseller or at www.artscroll.com • 1-800-MESORAH (637-6724)Available at your local Hebrew bookseller or at www.artscroll.com • 1-800-MESORAH (637-6724)

PLUS

CHANUKAH SALE

T he “father of all Torah commentators” 
is Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki (1040-1105), 
known as Rashi, an acronym for his name. 

His indispensable annotations on Scripture and 
Talmud are clear and concise, and they speak to 

both erudite scholars as well as to novice students.

What merit did Rashi have to write this commentary that achieved such universal 
acclaim? Tradition attributes it to the merit of his pious parents, who had been childless 
for many years. Rashi’s father, R’ Yitzchak, once had a precious jewel and was approached 
by people who wished to buy it to adorn their idol. R’ Yitzchak agreed to travel by ship 
with them to their leader, but en route, he cast the gem into the sea. Afterward he was 

informed from on high that he would be rewarded with the birth of a precious 
son who would illuminate the world with his Torah knowledge. 

There is a legend that once, while Rashi’s mother was pregnant with him, 
she walked down one of the narrow lanes in the Jewish Quarter of Worms and 
an oncoming wagon careened toward her, threatening her and her unborn 
child. She pressed herself against a wall, which formed a niche and protected 
her. For centuries, Jews have pointed to the niche in the wall where this was 
said to have occurred, and it is visible even today. Rashi’s fame was so great 
— and this story was so well known — that although this miracle occurred in 
Germany, it is even recorded in Judeo-Arabic manuscipts written in Yemen 
during the Middle Ages.

Rashi’s primary focus was to explain the peshuto shel mikra, the simple, 
plain meaning of the text (see, for example, Rashi to Genesis 3:8), though he 
frequently cites midrashim to provide a more comprehensive understanding. 

In his humility, Rashi readily conceded that his commentary is not the 
only approach to a simple understanding of the text. His illustrious grandson, 
the Rashbam, also an exegete, in his commentary (Genesis 37:2) recounts, 
“[Rashi,] my mother’s father, the great light of the exile … devoted himself 
to explaining the plain meaning of the text. I, Shmuel, son of his son-in-law 
R’ Meir, of blessed memory, disagreed with him [about certain explanations] 
in his presence, and he acknowledged to me that, had he the time, he would 
write additional commentaries based on the ‘simple understandings’ that 

come to light each day.”

Rashi
RABBEINU SHLOMO 
YITZCHAKI

The reconstructed niche in the wall in 
Worms where Rashi’s mother is said to 
have been miraculously saved

Rashi

18  |  Great Jewish ClassiCs

also available byalso available by

O ne of the fundamental mussar classics, mussar classics, mussar
Orchos Tzaddikim (lit., The Ways of the 
Righteous), provides a precise system 

for perfecting one’s character traits. Each 
section focuses on a different middah, and 
clearly describes the nature of the trait, 
combining various teachings of our Sages 
with mesmerizing pearls of wisdom, 
maxims, and parables, giving the student an 
appreciation of what he must do to properly 
transform himself. 

The author of this beloved sefer of ethics sefer of ethics sefer
is unknown. What we do know is that 
the book was first published in a Yiddish 
translation in Krakow some 500 years ago, 
and its original Hebrew was first published 
in 1580 in Prague. Since then, over 80 
editions have been printed. The author 
originally named his work Sefer HaMiddos 
(The Book of Traits), but it was renamed 
Orchos Tzaddikim by a later copyist.

In the introduction, the author writes, 
“This book is named The Book of Traits. 
I wrote it and sealed it with the seal of 
wisdom to instruct man with intelligence, 
for it to serve as a handbook — to be a 
tool by which he can correct his traits 
and actions. The artisan who has the 
proper equipment can do his work, but 
without the tools he needs, he can do 
nothing. Therefore, my son, listen to 

O ne of the fundamental 
Orchos Tzaddikim 
Righteous

for perfecting one’s character traits. Each 
section focuses on a different 
clearly describes the nature of the trait, 
combining various teachings of our Sages 
with mesmerizing pearls of wisdom, 
maxims, and parables, giving the student an 
appreciation of what he must do to properly 
transform himself. 

is unknown. What we do know is that 
the book was first published in a Yiddish 
translation in Krakow some 500 years ago, 
and its original Hebrew was first published 
in 1580 in Prague. Since then, over 80 
editions have been printed. The author 
originally named his work 
(The Book of Traits), but it was renamed 
Orchos Tzaddikim

“This book is named 
I wrote it and sealed it with the seal of 
wisdom to instruct man with intelligence, 
for it to serve as a handbook — to be a 
tool by which he can correct his traits 
and actions. The artisan who has the 
proper equipment can do his work, but 

Orchos Tzaddikim, Prague, 1580

Orchos Tzaddikim
AUTHOR UNKNOWN
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15,000 COPIES SOLD!

Thousands of Miriam Pascal’s fans 
asked for it, and now, finally, here it 

is: A stunning collection of recipes for 
real-life cooking — and real people — 

from the famous “overtime cook!”

• Over 160 doable recipes 
you’ll make again and again • 

Mouthwatering photo for every 
dish • Accessible, easy-to-find 

ingredients • Easy-to-follow 
instructions • Menu suggestions for 
family and special occasions • “Plan 
Ahead” and/or freezer tips for each 
recipe • Pesach substitutions guide 

• Comprehensive Index

Great Jewish Classics, a 
gorgeous, full-color coffee-
table book by Rabbi Moshe 
Bamberger, explores some 
of our most important and 
beloved sefarim, in fascinating 
text and stunning pictures. 
From Rashi to Rav Chaim 
Kanievsky, from Rabbi Samson 
Raphael Hirsch to Rav Ovadia 
Yosef, from Torah and Talmud 
commentaries to collections 
of halachic responsa to works 
of mussar — Great Jewish 
Classics introduces us anew to 
more than 100 classic Jewish 
sefarim that have molded and 
guided our people.
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Address
895 McDonald Ave,
Brooklyn, NY 11218
1.800.221.0828

Store Hours
Sunday 11:00am-5:00pm
Monday-Thursday 9:30am-6:00pm
Friday 9:30am-1:00pm

Free Case & 16GB Card with the followingcameras

.

.

.

CANON POWERSHOT 
SX HS 

CANON EOS REBEL T 
 W/ EFS MM IS II & EF MM 

III LENSES & CANON GADGET BAG

SONY ALPHA A MIRRORLESS 
CAMERA W/ MM LENS & GB SD 

CARD BUNDLE BLACK

 YES!

OFF

DON’T MISS OUT ON OUR

CHANUKAH
SALE!
חנוכה סעיל
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Available at your local Hebrew bookseller or at   www.artscroll.com • 1-800-MESORAH (637-6724)

ALL of over 2,000 titles 20%  OFF
CHANUKAH SALE 20CHANUKAH SALECHANUKAH SALECHANUKAH SALECHANUKAH SALECHANUKAH SALE list

prices NOW THROUGH 12/25/17

The following ArtScroll sefarim are available for your daily learning programs: 
The Schottenstein Edition Talmud Bavli and Yerushalmi; Yad Avraham Mishnah Series; Schottenstein Edition Mishnah Elucidated;  

Ryzman Edition Hebrew Mishnah; Kleinman Edition Kitzur Shulchan Aruch; Kleinman Edition Daily Dose of Torah.

This Shabbos, Kislev 21: Daf Yomi Bavli – Shevuos 11 / Daf Yomi Yerushalmi – Bava Metzia 21 
Mishnah Yomi – Taanis 3:2-3 / Kitzur Shulchan Aruch Yomi – 31:2-32:1

The following ArtScroll sefarim
The Schottenstein Edition Talmud Bavli and Yerushalmi; Yad Avraham Mishnah Series; Schottenstein Edition Mishnah Elucidated; 

Ryzman Edition Hebrew Mishnah; Kleinman Edition Kitzur Shulchan Aruch; Kleinman Edition Daily Dose of Torah.

YAAKOV AND ILANA MELOHN EDITION

RAV BELSKY
by Rabbi Shimon Finkelman

The absorbing, inspiring story of one of the towering Torah 
personalities of our generation, a multifaceted gadol whose 

accomplishments changed the face of American Jewry.

CAPTIVE 
AUDIENCE

by Dov Haller
New from one of the 

masters of Jewish 
fiction — engaging 

and illuminating 
stories that give 
us an invaluable 

understanding of 
ourselves even as 
they entertain us.

Eight Nights of Chanukah  Eight Unforgettable Books

GREAT JEWISH 
CLASSICS

by Rabbi 
Moshe Bamberger

A gorgeous, full-color 
coffee-table book, 

that explores some of 
our most important 
and beloved sefarim, 

in fascinating text and 
stunning pictures.

sefarim

YAAKOV AND ILANA MELOHN EDITION

RAV BELSKYRAV BELSKYRAV BELSKY
 Rabbi Shimon Finkelman

The absorbing, inspiring story of one of the towering Torah 
 whose 

accomplishments changed the face of American Jewry.

sefarim are available for your daily learning programs:

GREAT JEWISH GREAT JEWISH GREAT JEWISH 

Moshe Bamberger
A gorgeous, full-color 

that explores some of 

and beloved 
in fascinating text and 

sefarim are available for your daily learning programs:

YAAKOV AND ILANA MELOHN EDITION

RAV BELSKYRAV BELSKYRAV BELSKY
 Rabbi Shimon Finkelman

The absorbing, inspiring story of one of the towering Torah 
 whose 

accomplishments changed the face of American Jewry.

GREAT JEWISH GREAT JEWISH GREAT JEWISH 

Moshe Bamberger
A gorgeous, full-color 

that explores some of 

in fascinating text and 

FOR  
AGES 
3-6

SEIDENFELD EDITION

ZERA SHIMSHON
by Rabbi Nachman 

Seltzer
The segulah of the Zera Shimshon:

“ …and [by learning this sefer] 
you will see children, and 

children’s children, like olive 
shoots around your tables, wise 

and discerning, and homes 
filled with everything good, and 

wealth and honor…”
— From the introduction 

by R’ Shimshon Chaim Nachmani

REAL LIFE 
KOSHER COOKING

by Miriam Pascal

Thousands of Miriam Pascal’s 
fans asked for it, and now, 

finally, here it is: A stunning 
collection of recipes for 

real-life cooking — and real 
people — from the famous 

“overtime cook!”

MANNERS 
MATTER
by Sara Ginsburg
illustrated by Racheli David

With its witty text and charming 
pictures, this is a delightful way to 
teach our children to be polite and 
caring. For ages 3 – 6, it makes a 
great Chanukah gift for kids and 
grandchildren.

TERROR AND EMUNAH 
IN HAR NOF
a memoir by Risa Rotman
A terror attack in a Har Nof shul left Risa Rotman’s 
husband in a year-long coma before he became 
its sixth victim. This is Risa’s gripping and honest 
memoir of facing an unimaginable tragedy — and the 
triumph of her emunah.

Halachic Handbook
THE LAWS OF 
CHANUKAH
by  Rabbi Yitzchak 

Rosedale
edited by Rabbi Shmuel Felder

A concise summary of the laws 
of Chanukah. Its pocket size 
makes it a unique gift to give 
out at simchahs, organizational 
dinners, and other events.

CONVENIENT 4” x 6” POCKET SIZE
Includes the Chanukah candle-lighting service, 

and Bircas HaMazon with sheva berachos! 

15,000 COPIES SOLD!
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Available at your local Hebrew bookseller or at   www.artscroll.com • 1-800-MESORAH (637-6724)

ALL of over 2,000 titles 20%  OFF
CHANUKAH SALE list

prices NOW THROUGH 12/25/17

The following ArtScroll sefarim are available for your daily learning programs: 
The Schottenstein Edition Talmud Bavli and Yerushalmi; Yad Avraham Mishnah Series; Schottenstein Edition Mishnah Elucidated;  

Ryzman Edition Hebrew Mishnah; Kleinman Edition Kitzur Shulchan Aruch; Kleinman Edition Daily Dose of Torah.

This Shabbos, Kislev 21: Daf Yomi Bavli – Shevuos 11 / Daf Yomi Yerushalmi – Bava Metzia 21 
Mishnah Yomi – Taanis 3:2-3 / Kitzur Shulchan Aruch Yomi – 31:2-32:1

YAAKOV AND ILANA MELOHN EDITION

RAV BELSKY
by Rabbi Shimon Finkelman

The absorbing, inspiring story of one of the towering Torah 
personalities of our generation, a multifaceted gadol whose 

accomplishments changed the face of American Jewry.

CAPTIVE 
AUDIENCE

by Dov Haller
New from one of the 

masters of Jewish 
fiction — engaging 

and illuminating 
stories that give 
us an invaluable 

understanding of 
ourselves even as 
they entertain us.

Eight Nights of Chanukah  Eight Unforgettable Books

GREAT JEWISH 
CLASSICS

by Rabbi 
Moshe Bamberger

A gorgeous, full-color 
coffee-table book, 

that explores some of 
our most important 
and beloved sefarim, 

in fascinating text and 
stunning pictures.

FOR  
AGES 
3-6

SEIDENFELD EDITION

ZERA SHIMSHON
by Rabbi Nachman 

Seltzer
The segulah of the Zera Shimshon:

“ …and [by learning this sefer] 
you will see children, and 

children’s children, like olive 
shoots around your tables, wise 

and discerning, and homes 
filled with everything good, and 

wealth and honor…”
— From the introduction 

by R’ Shimshon Chaim Nachmani

REAL LIFE 
KOSHER COOKING

by Miriam Pascal

Thousands of Miriam Pascal’s 
fans asked for it, and now, 

finally, here it is: A stunning 
collection of recipes for 

real-life cooking — and real 
people — from the famous 

“overtime cook!”

MANNERS 
MATTER
by Sara Ginsburg
illustrated by Racheli David

With its witty text and charming 
pictures, this is a delightful way to 
teach our children to be polite and 
caring. For ages 3 – 6, it makes a 
great Chanukah gift for kids and 
grandchildren.

TERROR AND EMUNAH 
IN HAR NOF
a memoir by Risa Rotman
A terror attack in a Har Nof shul left Risa Rotman’s 
husband in a year-long coma before he became 
its sixth victim. This is Risa’s gripping and honest 
memoir of facing an unimaginable tragedy — and the 
triumph of her emunah.

Halachic Handbook
THE LAWS OF 
CHANUKAH
by  Rabbi Yitzchak 

Rosedale
edited by Rabbi Shmuel Felder

A concise summary of the laws 
of Chanukah. Its pocket size 
makes it a unique gift to give 
out at simchahs, organizational 
dinners, and other events.

CONVENIENT 4” x 6” POCKET SIZE
Includes the Chanukah candle-lighting service, 

and Bircas HaMazon with sheva berachos! 

15,000 COPIES SOLD!

Available at your local Hebrew bookseller or at   www.artscroll.com • 1-800-MESORAH (637-6724)

ALLALLALLALLALLALLALLALLALLALL of over 2,000 titles 20%  OFF
CHANUKAH SALE list

prices

ALLALLALLALLALLALL
NOW THROUGH 12/25/17

The following ArtScroll sefarim are available for your daily learning programs: 
The Schottenstein Edition Talmud Bavli and Yerushalmi; Yad Avraham Mishnah Series; Schottenstein Edition Mishnah Elucidated;  

Ryzman Edition Hebrew Mishnah; Kleinman Edition Kitzur Shulchan Aruch; Kleinman Edition Daily Dose of Torah.

This Shabbos, Kislev 21: Daf Yomi Bavli – Shevuos 11 / Daf Yomi Yerushalmi – Bava Metzia 21 
Mishnah Yomi – Taanis 3:2-3 / Kitzur Shulchan Aruch Yomi – 31:2-32:1

This Shabbos, Kislev 21: Daf Yomi Bavli – Shevuos 11 / Daf Yomi Yerushalmi – Bava Metzia 21
Mishnah Yomi – Taanis 3:2-3 / Kitzur Shulchan Aruch Yomi – 31:2-32:1

YAAKOV AND ILANA MELOHN EDITION

RAV BELSKY
by Rabbi Shimon Finkelman

The absorbing, inspiring story of one of the towering Torah 
personalities of our generation, a multifaceted gadol whose 

accomplishments changed the face of American Jewry.

CAPTIVE 
AUDIENCE

by Dov Haller
New from one of the 

masters of Jewish 
fiction — engaging 

and illuminating 
stories that give 
us an invaluable 

understanding of 
ourselves even as 
they entertain us.

Eight Nights of Chanukah  Eight Unforgettable Books

GREAT JEWISH 
CLASSICS

by Rabbi 
Moshe Bamberger

A gorgeous, full-color 
coffee-table book, 

that explores some of 
our most important 
and beloved sefarim, 

in fascinating text and 
stunning pictures.

Eight Nights of Chanukah  Eight Unforgettable BooksEight Nights of Chanukah  Eight Unforgettable BooksEight Nights of Chanukah  Eight Unforgettable BooksEight Nights of Chanukah  Eight Unforgettable BooksEight Nights of Chanukah  Eight Unforgettable BooksEight Nights of Chanukah  Eight Unforgettable Books
FOR  

AGES 
3-6

AGES 
3-6

SEIDENFELD EDITION

ZERA SHIMSHON
by Rabbi Nachman 

Seltzer
The segulah of the Zera Shimshon:

“ …and [by learning this sefer] 
you will see children, and 

children’s children, like olive 
shoots around your tables, wise 

and discerning, and homes 
filled with everything good, and 

wealth and honor…”
— From the introduction 

by R’ Shimshon Chaim Nachmani

REAL LIFE 
KOSHER COOKING

by Miriam Pascal

Thousands of Miriam Pascal’s 
fans asked for it, and now, 

finally, here it is: A stunning 
collection of recipes for 

real-life cooking — and real 
people — from the famous 

“overtime cook!”

MANNERS 
MATTER
by Sara Ginsburg
illustrated by Racheli David

With its witty text and charming 
pictures, this is a delightful way to 
teach our children to be polite and 
caring. For ages 3 – 6, it makes a 
great Chanukah gift for kids and 
grandchildren.

This Shabbos, Kislev 21: Daf Yomi Bavli – Shevuos 11 / Daf Yomi Yerushalmi – 

ZERA SHIMSHONZERA SHIMSHON

 of the Zera Shimshon:

“ …and [by learning this sefer] 
you will see children, and 

children’s children, like olive 
shoots around your tables, wise 

and discerning, and homes 
filled with everything good, and 

by R’ Shimshon Chaim Nachmani

ZERA SHIMSHONZERA SHIMSHON

 of the Zera Shimshon:

“ …and [by learning this sefer] 

children’s children, like olive 
shoots around your tables, wise 

and discerning, and homes 
filled with everything good, and 

by R’ Shimshon Chaim Nachmani

 of the Zera Shimshon:

“ …and [by learning this sefer] 

shoots around your tables, wise 

filled with everything good, and 

by R’ Shimshon Chaim Nachmani

TERROR AND EMUNAH 
IN HAR NOF
a memoir by Risa Rotman
A terror attack in a Har Nof shul left Risa Rotman’s 
husband in a year-long coma before he became 
its sixth victim. This is Risa’s gripping and honest 
memoir of facing an unimaginable tragedy — and the 
triumph of her emunah.

Halachic Handbook
THE LAWS OF 
CHANUKAH
by  Rabbi Yitzchak 

Rosedale
edited by Rabbi Shmuel Felder

A concise summary of the laws 
of Chanukah. Its pocket size 
makes it a unique gift to give 
out at simchahs, organizational 
dinners, and other events.

THE LAWS OF THE LAWS OF 
CHANUKAHCHANUKAH

CONVENIENT 4” x 6” POCKET SIZE
Includes the Chanukah candle-lighting service, 

and Bircas HaMazon with sheva berachos! 

15,000 COPIES SOLD!
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our doughnuts are

Corner Coney & Ave L
1540 Coney Island Avenue
Taste Chanukah Here

The Classic Sufganiya,
Updated in 8 Delicious Varieties

Freshly Baked on Premises
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$6.99 lb

$7.99 lb

$7.99 lb

$8.49 lb

Solomon’s New Square (Grass Fed Only)
BEEF STEW
Family Pack (Reg $8.99 lb)

Solomon’s New Square (Grass Fed Only)
POP MUSCLE (BABY KALICHOL)
(Reg $9.99 lb)

Solomon’s New Square (Grass Fed Only)
BONELESS FLANKEN
(Reg $9.99 lb)

Solomon’s New Square (Grass Fed Only)
CHOLENT MEAT
(Reg $10.99 lb)

$10.99 lb
Solomon’s New Square (Grass Fed Only)
RIB EYE STEAK
All Cuts (Reg $13.59 lb)

TRIMMED PRICES ON MEAT

$2.99 lb
Marvid Canada CRC
BONE IN TURKEY THIGHS
(Reg $4.89 lb)

$4.49 lb

$5.49 lb

$3.99 lb
Marvid Canada CRC
TURKEY LONDON BROIL
(Reg $6.99 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
WHITE MEAT TURKEY ROAST
(Reg $7.49 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
WHITE MEAT GROUND TURKEY
(Reg $6.99 lb)

$5.49 lb
Marvid Canada CRC
DARK MEAT CHICKEN ROAST
(Reg $7.49 lb)

$2.39 lb

$1.99 lb

$4.99 lb

$3.49 lb

Marvid Canada CRC
CHICKEN LEGS
Family Pack (Reg $2.59 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
CHICKEN CUTLETS
Family Pack (Reg $4.99 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
WHOLE CHICKEN, 1/4s OR 1/8s
(Reg $2.99 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
CHICKEN STEAKS
(Reg $6.99 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS
(Reg $4.09 lb)

SUPER SAVINGS ON SUPERB QUALITY!

$3.99 lb

STORE 
HOURS

Sunday
8 am – 8 pm

Monday
6:45 am – 10 pm

Tuesday
6:45 am – 10 pm

Wednesday
6:45 am – 11 pm

Friday 
6:45 am – 1.5 hrs before Shabbos

Thursday
6:45 am – 12 mid

Sale prices valid from 12.06 – 12.12
We reserve the right to limit quantities on sale items  •  We are not responsible for typographical errors  •  In order to receive sale price, a $15.00 purchase of non sale items must be made.

To receive our weekly specials by email visit our website at

www.shopsmartkosher.com
2640 Nostrand Ave.
(btwn. Ave L & M) Brooklyn, NY 11210

Tel 718.377.4166  Fax 718.252.2363
shopsmartsupermarket@gmail.com

Full line of housewares with 
a MIKVAH on premises

THE ENTIRE STORE IS 
UNDER THE SUPERVISION 

OF KEHILAH KASHRUS

Quaker
LIFE CEREAL

Regular or Cinnamon 
13 oz (Reg $3.99)

$2.69

Gefen
APPLE SAUCE
Natural or Sweet  
46 oz (Reg $4.29)

$2.79

Lieber's
LITE OLIVE OIL

32 oz (Reg $8.99)

$6.99

Gefen
MARINARA 

SAUCE
28 oz (Reg $2.69)

$1.99

Krasdale
SUGAR

4 lbs 
(Reg $2.99)

$1.99

Lieber's
MINIOS SANDWICH 

COOKIES
8 oz (Reg $2.19 )

$1.39

Haolam
AMERICAN CHEESE
White Only, 108 Slices 

3 lbs (Reg $17.99)

$11.79

Pledge
LEMON 

FURNITURE POLISH
9.7 oz (Reg $4.79)

$3.49

Elite
CHOCOLATE COINS

Milk or Pareve 
24 pack, 12.7 oz (Reg $9.29)

$5.59

Soft Scrub
CLEANSER

24 oz (Reg $3.59)

$2.59

Murphy
OIL SOAP

Original 
32 oz (Reg $3.89)

$2.79

Hellman's
LIGHT 

MAYONNAISE 
30 oz (Reg $6.99)

$2.99

J&J
WHIPPED 

CREAM CHEESE 
8 oz (Reg $4.59)

$3.99

Simcha Collection
PLASTIC CUPS

10 oz Square Bottom  
20 ct (Reg $2.19)

$1.69

BARTLETT 
PEARS 

(Reg $1.79 lb)

89¢ lb

GRAPE 
TOMATOES 

Pint 
(Reg $2.49 each)

$1.49 ea

MACINTOSH 
APPLES 

Size 100 
(Reg $1.19 lb)

79¢ lb

CLEMENTINES 
3 lb bag 

(Reg $5.99 each)

$4.79 ea

Kineret
CHOCOLATE CHIP 

COOKIE DOUGH
24 oz (Reg $4.99)

$3.69

Yitzy's
FROZEN PANCAKE & 

WAFFLE BATTER
Original Only 

32 oz (Reg $4.59)

$3.59

B'gan
BROCCOLI 
FLORETS

24 oz (Reg $5.99)

$4.79

Pomodori
8 SLICE PIZZA
36 oz (Reg $10.49)

$7.99

B'gan
CAULIFLOWER 

FLORETS
24 oz (Reg $5.69)

$4.69

Mehadrin
LEBEN

6 oz (Reg $1.19)

89¢

We also honor all sale specials through phone, fax & email orders
phone: (718) 377-4166  •  fax: (718) 252-2363  •  email: shopsmartsupermarket@gmail.com

FREE VALET PARKING!
Thursday & Friday

POPPERS

HOMEFRIES

JALAPENO 8oz Container

ROTTISSERIE CHICKEN SPECIAL 
1 Rottiserie Chicken, 1 Side Dish, 1 Salad

$9.99 lb

$2.99 lb

$2.29 ea

ONLY $12.95

Call for our Kiddush Specials! CHANUKA SPECIALS 
Call in your order early!

CHICKEN OF YOUR CHOICE 9x13 Pan .. $60 
Chicken Tenders, Chicken Nuggets or Sesame Chicken

FRANKS 'N BLANKS 9x13 Pan ............... $55

CHICKEN LO MEIN 9x13 Pan ............... $55

POTATO LATKES 9x13 Pan .................. $35

SWEET POTATOES 
(Reg 99¢ lb)

49¢ lb

MANGO 
Size 12 (Reg 99¢ each)

59¢ ea

$4.75

$4.75 

$7.95 

$9.95

California Roll

Salmon Avocado Roll

Spicy Dragon Roll 

Rainbow Roll

SUSHI SPECIALS 
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Items subject to inventory depletion. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. Credit Cards accepted on Sale Items. All Specials Expire Tuesday 10/19/17

3012 AVENUE J Phone: 718.513.4538
Fax: 347.462.4432(Bet. Nostrand Ave & East 31st St.)

“Brooklyn’s Premiere Kosher Wine & Liquor Retailer”
HOURS: SUN 12 -6, MON-WED 10-8, THU 10-10, FRI 9 TO ONE HOUR BEFORE CANDLE LIGHTING

Join us for our FREE Erev Shabbos Wine Tasting. Thursday night Wine Tastings 7-10 pm

�
e Vues 718-377-8016

Please visit us at mbvineyards.com to view our weekly specials

3012 AVENUE J Phone: 718.513.4538
Fax: 347.462.4432(Bet. Nostrand Ave & East 31st St.)

Sp
ec

ial
s e

xp
ire

 12
/12

/17

Pre-Chanukah
    Spectacular!
Pre-Chanukah
    Spectacular!    Spectacular!
Pre-Chanukah
    Spectacular!
Pre-Chanukah
    Spectacular!    Spectacular!

Peraj
H’abib

750 ml

$54.99
Per Bottle

Castel
Grand 

Vin
750 ml

$64.99
Per Bottle

Glenlivet
21 yr
Single
Malt

Scotch
750 ml

$229.99
Per Bottle

Monkey
Shoulder
Scotch
750 ml

$26.99
Per Bottle

$26.99

Stoli
Elit

LITER
$44.99

Per Bottle
$44.99

Barkan
Superieur
Cabernet

750 ml
$54.99

Per Bottle

Yatir
Forest
750 ml

$69.99
Per Bottle

Zmora
Semi-
Sweet
Red

750 ml
$6.99
By the CaseItems subject to inventory depletion. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. Credit Cards accepted on Sale Items. All Specials Expire Tuesday 10/19/17

Contessa
Moscato

750 ml
$8.99
By the Case

Items subject to inventory depletion. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. Credit Cards accepted on Sale Items. All Specials Expire Tuesday 10/19/17

Dolev
White

Moscato
750 ml

$7.99
By the Case

Yarden
Katzrin

2013
750 ml

$149.99
Per Bottle

Abouhav
Merlot and 

Syrah
750 ml

$69.99
Per Bottle

Glenmorangie
Signet
750 ml

$174.99
Per Bottle

Glengoyne
21 yr
Single
Malt

Scotch
750 ml

$139.99
Per Bottle

Tomintoul
16 yr

w/gift glass

750 ml
$49.99

Per Bottle

Glengoyne
10 yr

w/gift glass

750 ml
$34.99

Per Bottle

Widow Jane
10 yr

Bourbon
750 ml

$59.99
Per Bottle

Boondock’s
Whiskey
and 8yr
Bourbon

2 bt 375 ml gift set

$44.99
Per Set

Zyr
Vodka
750 ml

$25.99
Per Bottle

$25.99

Adir
Ben Zimra
Cabernet

750 ml
$33.99

Per Bottle

Herzog
Quartet

NEW 
750 ml

$32.99
Per Bottle

Psagot
Cabernet

750 ml
$24.99

Per Bottle

Yarden Heights 
Dessert
Wine
375 ml
Back

in Stock
$19.99

Per Bottle

Rothschild 
Rose
750 ml

$15.99
Per Bottle

Carmel 
Appelation 
Cabernet

750 ml
$14.99

Per Bottle

Glenmorangie

Widow Jane

Bourbon

Items subject to inventory depletion. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. Credit Cards accepted on Sale Items. All Specials Expire Tuesday 10/19/17

Appelation 

Cabernet

Items subject to inventory depletion. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. Credit Cards accepted on Sale Items. All Specials Expire Tuesday 10/19/17

Yarden Heights

Merlot and 

$69.99

Ben Zimra
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WOLFGANG PUCK’S KITCHEN       Cookie Classics: Cookies Combine Two Favorites in One 
Wolfgang Puck   
Tribune conTenT agency

Good results depend mostly 
on paying attention to a few small 
details. First, be sure to pick up 
a package of rolled oats labeled 
“quick-cooking,” which means they 
have been crushed into flat flake-
like shapes and partially steamed, 
then dried. That ensures they’ll turn 
tender in the relatively brief baking 
time.  

I also like to buy good-quality 
bittersweet chocolate in whole bar 
form, rather than using chocolate 
chips. I very carefully cut up the 
chocolate myself on a cutting board 
into uneven small chunks, using a 
sharp knife. The variety of shapes 
adds to the homemade quality and 
makes every bite a small surprise. 

Nuts are another important el-
ement, and I prefer to use slightly 
sweeter pecans instead of the usual 
walnuts you find in both oatmeal 
and chocolate chip cookies. I also 
take care to toast the pecans before 
baking, so they’ll have a fuller flavor 
and crispier texture. 

Though each step is very partic-
ular, the dough is still very easy to 
mix, shape and bake. You can mix 
the dough in advance, shape it into 
individual balls, place them on trays, 
cover well with plastic wrap, and re-
frigerate for up to one week before 
baking; or, the dough balls can be 
frozen for up to two months, to be 
thawed in the refrigerator for several 
hours before baking. That means, 
with a little advance planning, you 
can have cookies ready to bake and 
serve hot from the oven when guests 
drop by. My mother and grand-
mother would have approved!

CHOCOLATE-CHUNK  
OATMEAL COOKIES

Makes about 5 1/2 dozen
  

About 5 ounces (150 g) shelled 
pecan halves or pieces

1 1/2 cups (375 mL) all-purpose 
flour

1 teaspoon baking soda

1 teaspoon kosher salt

8 ounces (250 g) unsalted butter, 
at room temperature, cut into 
small pieces

1 cup (250 mL) firmly packed 
dark brown sugar

1 cup (250 mL) granulated sugar

2 large eggs

1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract

1 pound (500 g) bittersweet choc-
olate, coarsely chopped to the size 
of large chocolate chips

2 cups (500 mL) quick-cooking 
rolled oats

Preheat the oven to 350 F (175 
C). Spread the pecans on a baking 
tray and toast them in the oven un-
til fragrant and slightly darkened 
in color, 10 to 12 minutes, turning 
them halfway through. Set aside to 
cool, then coarsely chop them by 
hand or by pulsing briefly in a food 
processor. 

In a mixing bowl, sift together the 
flour, baking soda and salt. Set aside. 

In the large bowl of an electric 
stand mixer fitted with a paddle or 
beaters (or in a large mixing bowl 
using a hand-held electric mixer), 
soften the butter at medium speed. 
Add the brown and granulated 
sugars, and continue beating; once 
they’re fully incorporated, increase 
the speed to high and continue beat-
ing until the mixture looks fluffy, 
stopping as needed to scrape down 
the sides of the bowl and under the 
beaters with a rubber spatula. 

Reduce the speed to medium 
and, one at a time, add the eggs and 
then the vanilla, stopping as needed 
to scrape down the bowl and beaters. 

Reduce the speed to low and gradu-
ally pour in the flour mixture, stop-
ping as soon as it is incorporated. 

Add the chocolate, oats, and pe-
cans to the bowl. Stir with a sturdy 
wooden spoon until fully incorpo-
rated. Scrape the dough out of the 
bowl onto a large sheet of plastic 
wrap. Fold the wrap around the 
dough and refrigerate until firm, 2 
to 3 hours. 

Position the rack in the center of 
the oven. Preheat the oven to 350 F 
(175 C). Line 1 or 2 baking trays with 
parchment paper. 

Remove the dough from the re-
frigerator and divide it into mounds 
about the size of an unshelled wal-
nut, weighing about 1 ounce (30g) 
each, rolling each mound into an 
even ball between the palms of your 
clean hands. Arrange the balls on the 
prepared baking trays about 2 inches 
(5 cm) apart. Bake in the preheated 
oven until slightly firm to the touch, 
13 to 15 minutes, reversing the trays 
back to front about halfway through 
for even baking. Transfer the trays to 
racks to cool. 

After a few minutes, remove the 
trays from the racks. Use a wide 
metal spatula to remove the cookies 
from the trays, transferring them 
back to the racks to cool completely. 
(If reusing a baking tray, allow a few 
minutes for it to cool slightly before 
placing a new batch of dough balls 
on it.) Store the cookies in an airtight 
container at cool room temperature 
and serve within three days.

(C) 2017 Wolfgang Puck 
Worldwide, Inc. Distributed By 
Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Garden of Eat-In • 1416 Ave. J • 718.252.5289 
Pastas • Fish • Salad • Gift Baskets • Catering on & off premises  

•FAMILY RESTAURANT & GOURMET CAFE•

GARDEN OF EAT-IN
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NOW OPEN 

MOTZEI SHABBOS
W I T H  A  S U P E R  S P E C I A L :

PERSONAL PIE, 
FRIES & MILKSHAKE
ONLY $14.95
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GRAND RE-OPENING!
Unwrap loads of sweetness at our

Sunday, Dec. 17 (5th day of chanukah)

Come dip into our luscious

Chocolate FountainPopcorn!      Balloons!       Cotton Candy!

FREE GIFT!

for the first 

100
Customers!!
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FLATBUSH
1302 Ave. M   • 718.376.0018

BORO PARK
5011 13th Ave.  • 718.438.0407

• Chanukah Picture Cakes 
• Cakes  • Dreidel Cookies
• Menorah Pastries
• Assorted Chocolate Lollypops 
משגיח תמידי •

THE BEST 
CHALLAH 
FLOUR IN 

TOWN
Sifted w/70 Mesh 

Sifter Daily

OPEN MOTZEI SHABBOS 
CHANUKAH DEC. 16th

FRESH DOUGHNUTS & HOT BAGLES
(Boro Park location only) 

CHANUKAH 

SPECIAL
Buy 1 Dozen 

Doughnuts and 

get 2 pcs. free

NEWRosemary Chocolate & 
Chocolate Filled 

Doughnuts

718.633.0233 - 4102 18th ave - UpSideCraft.com
#upsidecraft

     Open

Motzei 

ShabbosNow
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1205 Avenue M, Brooklyn, NY 11230   /   718.338.4040   /   www.glattmart.com

MEAT / PRODUCE / OSSIE’S FISH NEW! / GLICK’S BAKERY NEW! / TAKEOUT / SUSHI / DAIRY / GROCERY / FROZEN

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN OUR CHANUKAH       

EXTRAVAGANZA ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10TH,

AS WE KICK OFF OUR 8 DAYS OF GIVEAWAYS 

CHANUKAH SPECIAL WITH A FREE DONUT 

FROM OUR NEW FRESH BAKERY.

COME AND GRAB 

OUR 8 DAYS OF 

GIVEAWAYS BOOK-

LET, SO YOU KNOW 

WHAT’S IN STORE!

COME CELEBRATE WITH US!
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315 AVE M ○ BROOKLYN NY ○ 718.336.7563
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TAKEOUT

UNDER HASHGACHA OF RABBI WEISSMANDEL 
MADE ON PREMISES - KEMACH YOSHON

WE NOW CARRY A  FULL LINE OF FRESH VACUUM PACKED SBD DELI

SALE PRICES VALID FROM 12/6/17 - 12/12/17

PRODUCE

Sunday: 8am - 8pm
Monday: 7am - 8pm
Tuesday: 7am - 8pm

Wednesday: 7am-11pm
Thursday: 7am-midnight
Friday: 7am-2:00pm

STORE HOURSCANDLE LIGHTING:
פרשת וישב 

Friday, December 8

4:10pm

BU
Y T

HE
 C

AS
E

$11.99

lim
it 

2

9x13 
Aluminum Lids

Made in USA
Case of 100 

$16.99

lim
it 

2

9x13 
Aluminum Pans

Made in USA
Case of 100

B&B 
Sour Cream & Onion

Nish Nosh 
Crackers

 10.5oz 

lim
it 

6

$1.89

KEMACHYOSHON 

79¢

Domino 
Confectioners, 
Dark Brown 

or Lite Brown 
Sugar 16oz 

lim
it 

6 
of

 e
ac

h

$1.59

Gefen 
Canola Oil 

Spray 
6oz

lim
it 

6

Gefen 
Salad 

Croutons 
Caesar, Onion & 

Garlic or Italian -5.5oz

99¢

lim
it 

6 
of

 e
ac

h

KEMACHYOSHON 

79¢

Gefen 
Mushrooms 

8oz

lim
it 

12

Gefen
Israeli Canned 

Olives 
All Varieties . 19oz 

$1.69

lim
it 

6 
of

 e
ac

h

89¢

Hadar 
Tirosh 

Cookies
 7oz

lim
it 

6

KEMACHYOSHON 

Shwartz
 Baking Bar 

14oz

$2.29

lim
it 

6 
of

 e
ac

h

Tam Tam 
Crackers

 All Varieties . 9.6oz 

$1.79

lim
it 

6 
of

 e
ac

h

Tonelli 
Breadsticks 
Classic, Sesame or 

Garlic . 4.4oz 

89¢

lim
it 

6 
of

 e
ac

h

Pre Chanukah Specials

Applesnax 
Unsweetned 
Applesauce 

46oz

$1.79

lim
it 

6

99¢

Kemach 
Graham 

Cracker Pie 
Crust 

6oz

lim
it 

6

Liebers 
Extra Light 

Olive Oil 
34oz 

$5.79

lim
it 

3

Seasons 
Whole Hearts 

Of Palm 
15oz

lim
it 

12

2/$3.00$1.39

Liebers 
Chanuka Jellies 

6pk

lim
it 

6

$1.89

Ohr
 Strip Menorah

$3.99

Ohr 
Chanuka Oil 

30oz

69¢

Ner Mitzvah 
Long Matches

Liebers 
Onion Rings 

.5oz 

5/$1 $13.99 
Case of 72

lim
it 

2 
ca

se
s

Shufra 
Premier 

Chocolate Bars 
3.5oz . Dark, Milk or White

lim
it 

20
 o

f e
ac

h

79¢

KEMACHYOSHON 

FR
O

ZE
N

Dagim 
Premium 

Tilapia Fillet 
16oz

$2.89

lim
it 

6

Haddar 
Whipped 
Topping 

16oz

lim
it 

6

$1.29$2.49

Kineret
 Onion Rings 

20oz 

lim
it 

6

KEMACHYOSHON 

$4.49

Meal Mart
 Frank in 
Blankets 

5.5oz

KEMACHYOSHON 

$3.89

Yitzy's 
Pancake 
Batter 

32oz . All varieties 

Li
m

it 
6 

of
 e

ac
h

KEMACHYOSHON 

Sunkist 
Fruit Gems 

10.5oz 

$2.99

lim
it 

6 

Kitov
Corn Pops

5oz 

$1.69

lim
it 

6 
of

 e
ac

h

HO
US

EH
OL

D

Aluminum 
Muffin Tins 

lim
it 

24

6/$1.00

Dinner Collection 
Soft Clear 

Plastic Plates 
40ct

lim
it 

12
 (1

cs
) o

f e
a.

$3.49 $1.79
7"9"

Kitchen Collection 
Clear Cutlery 

50ct . All Varieties 

lim
it 

6 
(1

cs
)

69¢

Simcha Collection 
7oz Tumblers

lim
it 

36

79¢

FR
ID

G
E

Haolam
 Shredded 

Cheese 
All varieties (except 

reduced fat) 8oz 
$1.99

lim
it 

6 
of

 e
ac

h

$4.49

Meal Mart 
Pastrami or 
Corned Beef

 6oz 

lim
it 

6 
of

 e
ac

h

Kineret 
Whipped 

Topping Spray
 8.8oz 

$2.39

lim
it 

6

Haolam 
Variety Pack 

Cheese
$6.99

lim
it 

6

J&J 
Whipped 

Cream Cheese
8oz . Original Only

$2.99
lim

it 
6

SUSHI
Alaska

Roll

$4.95

Tuna Pizza 
Roll

$6.95

California 
Dragon Roll

$8.95

Fancy
Roll

$9.95

FISH
Lemon 
Pepper 
Pollock
$5.99lb

Red 
Snapper 

Fillet
$12.99lb

Smoked 
Trout

$10.99lb

Moroccan 
Salmon

$10.99lb

CANDY
Shufra

Chocolate
Jelly 

Marshmallows
$5.99lb

Kleins
Chocolate 

Pops
$3.99lb

Gedilla
Sour

Worms

$2.49lb

FRESH PIZZA
MADE ON PREMISES 

Large 
Regular 
Pie

$9.99

KEMACH

YOSHON 

BAKERY
MADE ON PREMISES

Chocolate 
Delight
$5.99

KEMACH

YOSHON 

Yossi's
Multi Grain 

Bread
16oz

$2.59
KEMACH

YOSHON 

Beigels
Chocolate 

Buns
13oz

$2.79
KEMACH

YOSHON 

Reismans
Chanukah 

Cookies
8oz

$1.99
KEMACH

YOSHON 

Cookrite
Idaho 

Potatoes
5 lb Bag

2/$3.00

Cantaloupe
size 9 

2/$4.00

Red
Peppers

$1.19Lb

Eggplants

89¢ lb

Extra Fancy 
Squash

55¢ Lb 

Halo 
Clementines 

Bag 3 lb

$4.49

Grape Tomatoes

99¢
Beef

 Lo Mein

$8.49lb

Sesame 
Carrot Salad

$4.99lb

Crispy Onion 
Chicken 
Fingers
$9.99lb

Garlic Olive 
Salad

7.5oz

$2.99ea

Yellow Rice

$3.99lb

Tehina
7.5oz

$2.79ea

      Chicken Legs (Family Pack)..........................................................$1.99Lb
      Chicken Cutlets .......................................................................$3.99Lb
      Chicken Bones (Family Pack) .......................................................$0.99Lb
      Chicken Wings (Family Pack).......................................................$1.09Lb
      *Super Chanukah Special* Lean Ground Beef (Family Pack) .....$2.99Lb 
Brick French Roast Natural Pasture ...................................................$7.99Lb
Delmonico Club Roast Natural Pasture ..............................................$6.99Lb
Chuck Eye Roast Natural Pasture .......................................................$5.99Lb
Shabbos Meat (Middle Chuck) Natural Pasture.......................................$5.99Lb
Club Steak (Family Pack) Natural Pasture ...............................................$6.99Lb
Black Angus Silver Tip Roast ............................................................$7.99Lb
Black Angus London Broil .................................................................$7.99Lb
Black Angus Premium Tender Pepper Steak ....................................$8.99Lb

Premium Wagyu Minute Roast ........................................................ $21.99Lb
Premium Wagyu 100% Beef Patties ................................................. $10.99Lb

Pickled Corned Beef (1st Cut Brisket)...........................................$7.49Lb
Pastrami (1st Cut Brisket)..............................................................$8.49Lb
Spicy Beef Merguez Sausage ...................................................$7.99Lb 
Stuffed Chicken Roast .............................................................$6.49Lb
Marinated Chicken Wings *All Varieties* ...................................$1.49Lb
      Freshly Frozen Breaded Chicken Nuggets (Pure White Meat) $4.99Lb

Brick French Roast ..................................................................... $13.99Lb
Fillet Steak On The Bone ..............................................................$8.99Lb
Club Steak On The Bone ...............................................................$8.99Lb
Shabbos Meat On The Bone (Middle Chuck) ....................................$7.99Lb
Corned Beef Deckle .......................................................................$7.99Lb
Pastrami Deckle .............................................................................$8.99Lb
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TT *WE NOW CARRY A FULL LINE OF BYL GOURMET SYRIAN SEPHARDIC FOODS FROZEN, 
& WILL CARRY FRESH COOKED @ THE MEAT DEPARTMENT ON MONDAY - WEDNESDAY*

 Fresh Meat Cigars ...............................................................................................$9.99 P/Pkg (1 Dozen)
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EVERY DAY LOW PRICES FOR THE  MONTH OF DECEMBER 
Chicken Legs Family Pack .......................................................... $1.99Lb
Chicken Cutlets 2.5lb tray ......................................................... $3.99Lb
Ground Chicken (family pack) ................................................... $3.99Lb
    Minute Roast Grain Finished ................................................. $5.99Lb 
    Minute Steak (Family Pack) Grain Finished ............................... $5.99Lb
Ground Beef (Family pack) ........................................................ $3.99Lb
Mixed Grind (Beef + Chicken [Chicken- Hisachdus]) ....................... $2.99Lb
Pickled Corned Beef (small-medium top of the rib)  .................................. $5.99Lb 
Pastrami (small-medium top of the rib)  ................................................. $6.99Lb
Breaded Chicken Cutlets ....................................................... $5.99Lb
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WINE & LIQUOR
W A R E H O U S E

114 DITMAS AVENUE  |  BROOKLYN NY | 347.787.4704
FREE DELIVERY | SALE STARTS THURSDAY

Bartenura
Moscato

Reg. $11.99

NOW
$9.33

Jeunesse
Black Muscat

Reg. $12.99

NOW
$9.88

Herzog
Quartet

Reg. $42.99

NOW
$28.88

Shiloh
Secret Reserve

Cabernet
Reg. $42.99

NOW
$31.88

Psagot
Cabernet

Reg. $29.99

NOW
$22.88

Jeunesse
Cabernet

Reg. $12.99

NOW
$9.88

Herzog
American Oak

Reg. $29.99

NOW
$24.88

Shiloh
Privilege

Reg. $19.99

NOW
$17.88

Psagot
Sinani

Reg. $19.99

NOW
$14.88

Teperberg
Vision Cabernet

Reg. $10.99

NOW
$7.99

Psagot
Edom
Reg. $42.99

NOW
$25.88

Herzog
Variations

Reg. $19.99

NOW
$17.88

Binyamina
CabernetReserve

Reg. $19.99

NOW
$15.88

Shiloh
Mosaic

Reg. $59.99

NOW
$48.88

Or Haganuz
Amuka Cabernet

Reg. $19.99

NOW
$13.88

Barkan
Reserve Cabernet

Reg. $14.99

NOW
$12.88

Herzog
White Zinfandel

Reg. $8.88

NOW
$5.88

Red C
Reg. $42.99

NOW
$36.88

Dalton
Canaan

Reg. $12.99

NOW
$9.99

Psagot
Peak
Reg. $44.99

NOW
$37.88

Teperberg
EssenceCabernet

Reg. $39.99

NOW
$28.88

WINE & LIQUOR
W A R E H O U S E

114 DITMAS AVENUE  |  BROOKLYN NY | 347.787.4704
FREE DELIVERY | SALE STARTS THURSDAY

Segal’s
Fusion

Reg. $16.99

NOW
$11.88

Yatir
Cabernet

Reg. $49.99

NOW
$39.99

Teperberg
Meritage

Reg. $20.99

NOW
$16.88

Glenlivet
the price is so low we

can’t advertise it

Glenlivet
12-yr

750ml

ONLY
$42.99

Glenlivet
1.75 Liter

ONLY
$80.99

Johnnie Walker
Black
1.75 Liter

ONLY
$63.99

Johnnie Walker
Black

750ml

NOW ONLY
$36.99

Johnnie Walker
Double Black

NOW ONLY
$34.99

Glenlivet
Founder’s
Reserve

NOW ONLY
$36.99

Basil
Hayden

NOW ONLY
$32.88

Tomintoul
16-yr/Gift Set

NOW ONLY
$48.88

Woodford
Reserve

1 Liter

NOW ONLY
$38.88

Carmel
Selected Cabernet

Reg. $11.99

NOW
$8.99

Segal’s
Reserve Cabernet

Reg. $19.99

NOW
$15.88

Carmel
Selected Moscato

Reg. $10.99

NOW
$8.99

Psagot
Merlot
Reg. $24.99

NOW
$18.88

Teperberg
Devotage

Reg. $19.99

NOW
$16.88

Barkan
Classic Cabernet

Reg. $10.99

NOW
$8.99

Herzog
Late Harvest

ALL ON SALE

Or Haganuz
Marom Cabernet

Reg. $23.99

NOW
$20.99
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START 
YOUR 

MORNINGS 
WITH THE

FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL
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Continuation: 
What does it mean to be created 

“in the image of the Lord”? G-d has 
no form and no substance, so how can 
we be created in His image? Clearly, 
it is meant only as an expression 
of a certain similarity. King David 
writes (Psalms 102:7), “I resembled a 
pelican lost in the desert.” Does this 
mean that he grew wings and a beak? 
Of course not. It means that he was 
lonely, forlorn and wandering, like a 
pelican lost in the desert. When the 
Torah tells us that humankind was 
created in G-d’s image, it also means 
that we were created with a similarity 
to certain G-dly characteristics.

In particular, it refers to the char-
acteristics associated with the Name 
of Elokim, which is translated as “the 
sole Power in the creation and the 
control of the world.” By saying that 
we were created betzelem Elokim, “in 
the image of Elokim,” the Torah is 
telling us that G-d gave us the power 
to control Creation, both in the low-
er and the higher worlds.

We can more readily relate to the 
idea of human control of the physical 
world, but our control also extends 
to worlds beyond our comprehen-
sion and imagination. Just as the 
unseen puppeteer pulls strings that 
cause the puppet to move about, so 
do the actions of the Jewish people 
in this world pull strings that effect 
changes in the higher worlds.

Therefore, every person must have 
yiras Shamayim, which is translated 
as “fear of Heaven.” It does not mean 
that we have to be afraid of Heaven, 
says R’ Chaim Volozhiner. We have 
to be afraid of G-d, not of Heaven. 
Rather, it means that we have to fear 
the effect of our actions in Heaven. 
Our every word and deed can build 
great edifices in the higher worlds.

One day, we will come to Heaven 
and survey what our lives in this 
world have wrought in the next. If 
we are not careful, we may survey a 
scene of great devastation, with ruins 
and rubble strewn as far as the eye 
can see, a scene that would cause us 
untold pain and anguish. Better to 
have “fear of Heaven” now, to fear the 
damage we can do to Heaven, so that 
when we arrive in Heaven we will 
find towering spiritual edifices rather 
than scenes of destruction.

This is R’ Chaim Volozhiner’s 
message to every single Jew. No one 

should say, “What am I? What power 
do I possess? How can my humble 
deeds have any influence at all?” 
On the contrary, he should know 
and affix in his heart that not one of 
his deeds, words and thoughts ever 
goes to waste. If used constructively, 
they produce eternal edifices, and if 
used otherwise, one needs to fear the 
consequences.

We can cause far greater destruc-
tion than did Nevuchadnezzar, the 
Babylonian emperor who destroyed 
the First Temple, and Titus, the 
Roman general who destroyed the 
Second Temple. Nevuchadnezzar 
and Titus, the archenemies of the 
Jewish people, are the symbols of 
destruction, but they had no effect 
whatsoever on the higher worlds. 
It was our sins that caused destruc-
tion in the higher spheres and un-
dermined the divine support for 
the Temple in the lower world. The 
real destruction of the Temple took 
place in Heaven. The destruction of 
the wood and stones in Jerusalem 
was merely the earthly manifesta-
tion of the destruction the Jewish 
people had caused in Heaven with 
their sinful ways. Nevuchadnezzar 
and Titus destroyed the wood and 
stones. We destroyed the Temple. 
They had no power in the high-
er worlds, but we do. We have the 
power to build a Temple, and we 
have the power to destroy a Temple. 
Because we were created in G-d’s 
image.

The prophet declares (Amos 4:13), 
“He forms mountains, creates wind 
and tells a person about his conver-
sations (maggid la’adam mah sicho).” 
What exactly does “telling a person 
about his conversations” mean? Does 
it mean to remind him of the things 
he said? If so, it should have said 
maggid la’adam sicho. What is the 
significance of mah sicho? R’ Chaim 
Volozhiner explains that it means to 
tell a person mah sicho, “what his 
conversations are,” to show him the 
far-reaching effects his words have, 
how they can build and how they 
can destroy.

Let us take a closer look at the 
words of the prophet. What do 
mountains and wind have to do with 
a person’s conversations?

R’ Elya Lopian explains that al-
though mountains are massive, sol-
id, immovable, G-d told the prophet 

Elijah (I Kings 19:11), “A great and 
powerful wind rips apart mountains 
and shatters stones.” What is a wind? 
Can you see it? Can you catch it? It is 
just air. And yet a wind can destroy 
mountains and shatter stones. That 
is how G-d “creates wind.” Words 
can also destroy and shatter, even 
though they are just air.

Even in this world, the power of 
speech is far greater than it would 
appear to us. We understand, of 
course, that if we say something bad 
about another person he may lose 
his job. That is certainly destructive 
enough. But there is also a destruc-
tive side to speech that defies ratio-
nal explanation. I will give just one 
example here.

R’ Shlomo Wolbe once gave an 
exceptionally powerful talk to a 
group of his students in Jerusalem. 
Afterwards, one of the students 
came forward. “Thank you, rebbe,” 
he said, his eyes wide with reverence 
and admiration. “This was such a 
powerful talk. It is so clear that it is 
the truth that no one could possibly 
refute it.”

“Do you really think no one can 
refute it?” said R’ Wolbe. “I can re-
fute it. And it won’t take much, ei-
ther. Listen: Ha, ha, ha. One word 
of mockery can counteract one hun-
dred tochachos, rebukes.”

It is true. A speaker can build 
up an argument so solid and air-
tight that he cannot conceive how 
anyone in his audience will fail to 
be convinced by the overwhelming 
logic. And then someone gets up 
and makes a joke, and the argument 
loses its entire effect. The precise 
translation for tochachah is “rebuke 
through the demonstration of the 

truth.” A person may present one 
hundred logical proofs for the truth, 
but one word of mockery makes a 
mockery of it all. How can such a 
thing be? It is just one example of 
the awesome power G-d infused 
in speech. It cannot be explained 
rationally.

Why do we use speech so de-
structively? It all comes down to a 
lack of faith. We do not have faith 
in our own importance and sig-
nificance. We do not have faith in 
our own power to effect enormous 
changes both in this world and the 
next, to build and to destroy. 

We can hear a thousand times 
that the Temple was destroyed be-
cause of sinas chinam, unjustified 
hatred, but somehow, deep down 
in our hearts, we do not believe it. 
We can hear a thousand times the 
words of the Chafetz Chaim that 
if we would stop speaking lashon 
hara about each other we would be 
redeemed from this long and bit-
ter exile, but somehow, deep down 
in our hearts, we do not believe it. 
Why? Because we do not have faith 
in ourselves.

This then must be our first step to 
gain control of the power of speech. 
We have to believe in ourselves. We 
have to believe that every word we 
speak leaves its mark in the lower 
worlds and in the higher worlds. We 
have to believe that our words can 
build and they can destroy. We have 
to recognize the awesome power 
of speech that G-d has infused in 
us, the divine power He has shared 
with us when He created us in His 
image. Only if we respect the power 
of speech can we harness it for the 
good. 

With Hearts Full of Faith
RABBI MATTISYAHU SALOMON, WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

INSIGHTS INTO FAITH  
AND TRUST IN JEWISH LIFE The Power of Speech
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Industry city
35 acres | 16 buildings | 6 million SF

and an abundance of tenant amenities and services, making Industry City 
a vibrant hub of creativity where 6,500 people come to work everyday.

KOSHER FOOD COMING SOON | ONSITE SHUL WITH A DAILY MINYAN FOR MINCHA AT 1:45PM

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK

SPACES AVAILABLE FROM 1,000 - 100,000 SF

Contact: Sam Gewirtzman, 347.417.8413  sgewirtzman@industrycity.com

Contact: , 347.417.8449  jfein@industrycity.com

www.IndustryCity.com @IndustryCity Public Transit: to 36th StD N R

retail program, 
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Thoughts on Chanukah Based upon the Writings of the Chida zt”l 
RABBI MOSHE BOYLAN

� e following is based upon the 
sefer, Pardes HaChida. Brackets are 
additions from the author. 

� e Rav, Orchos Chaim, writes 
that even though the Neis, miracle 
of Chanukah was seven days, the 
� rst day is also celebrated, as on this 
day they were Mechaneich the Bayis 
(rededicated the Beis HaMikdash) 
for the Avodah, which was stopped 
by the Yevanim, Greeks. {� is is 
one of the numerous answers 
to the famous Kushyas 
HaBeis Yosef.}

The Chida also 
writes that when the 
Chashmonaim won 
against the Yevanim 
on Chuf Hay Kislev, a 
fire went down on the 
Mizbeach, altar, and 
from then on (until the 
Churban Beis HaMikdash) 
there was a constant � re in the 
Beis HaMikdash. Menorah is also 
gematria Eish, � re, as there was a 
Neis in the Menorah and in the Eish. 
{� is could also explain why we eat 
Sufganiyot, donuts on Chanukah. 
The standard explanation is that 

Sufganiyot have oil in them, which 
reminds us of the Neis of Shemen, 
oil. Another answer is based upon 
the fact that we say “Al Hamichyah” 
after eating donuts, which is the 
only one of the Berachos Acharonos 
which mention the Mizbeach. Since 
Chanukah is related to the Chanukas 
HaMizbeach, therefore we eat some-
thing which enables us to say an 

Al HaMichyah. � is peshat is 
me’ain another similar pe-

shat from Rav Shlomo 
Zalmin zt”l.}

The Chida writes 
that if one gets an extra 
chesed, kindness from 
Hashem, he has an ob-
ligation to give thanks 
and praise to Hashem, 

and not to be ungrate-
ful, chas veshalom. From 

this we should learn a 
mussar haskel about the 

days of Chanukah. On these 
days, Hashem did great miracles and 
saved us from Anityochus HaRasha 
and his armies. � e “Al Hanisim” dis-
cusses the great miracles Hashem did 
for us in the Neis HaMilchamah, the 
miracle of winning the war during 

Chanukah. � is certainly requires us 
to use these days to thank Hashem 
and not chas veshalom waste our time 
in Sechok Vekalus Rosh, joking and 
levity. We should also not waste time 
with drinking wine, eating unneces-
sarily and playing cards for money. 

While it is true that earlier gen-
erations used these days to make 
Seudos, these Seudos, meals were 
crowned with songs and praises to 
Hashem, with great Yiras Shamayim. 
{� e Seudos of Chanukah should be 
used as ways to bring us closer to 
Hashem, and not chas veshalom just 
as a way to enjoy ourselves physical-
ly. We should also have Divrei Torah 
at these meals, explaining the signi� -
cance of these special days in serving 
Hashem.}

� e Chida writes that this is like a 
person who was given a special good 
thing from the King, and at this very 
time did something the king was up-
set about. � is is a special chutzpa. 
Instead of showing appreciation to 
the king, he actually does something 
that the king doesn’t want. � e nim-
shal is that on the days of Chanukah, 
we should really do something ex-
tra to show our hakaras hatov to 
Hashem, and certainly not do any-
thing that Hashem doesn’t want us 
to do. 

On the days of Chanukah… we 
should be extra careful to guard our-
selves with holiness and ful� ll Gilu 
Bireadah, being happy with fear and 
Yiras Shamayim. Even if we use the 
days of Chanukah to take a Tiyul 
{something like a walk or little va-
cation} we should have in mind that 
this will help us to come closer to 
Hashem. We should also take extra 
time on Chanukah to tell our fami-
lies about the miracles of Chanukah, 
and the necessity to serve Hashem. 
{Chanukah is also a time to increase 

Torah study, and to talk about the 
importance of Limud HaTorah. 
We should realize that the Yevanim 
specifically tried “Lehashkicham 
Torasecha”, to get us to forget the 
Torah. We should use these days to 
increase our learning and to mecha-
zeik ourselves to learn Torah with 
greater hasmadah in the future.}

� e Chida mentions the famous 
question of the Beis Yosef: Why don’t 
we have seven days of Chanukah, as 
the Neis of Chanukah only lasted 
for seven days (as there was already 
enough oil for one day)? Also, the 
Reim (Rav Eliyahu Mizrachi zt”l) 
asks that there should be nine days 
of Chanukah, as there should be an 
extra day of Sefaika Deyoma, as we 
add to other Yomim Tovim? � e 
Chida answers based upon the fa-
mous statement of Chazal that the 
Yevanim made a Gezairah against 
Shabbos, Milah and Rosh Chodesh. 
� e Takanah of Chanukah therefore 
had to be davka eight days, as this 
would include a remez, hint to all 
the three mitzvos the Yevanim tried 
to go against. Shabbos is always 
there in an eight day Chanukah. 
Rosh Chodesh Teives is also always 
there on these eight days. Likewise, 
the number eight hints to Bris 
Milah, as it is performed on the 
eight day of a person’s life. Had we 
celebrated Chanukah with seven or 
nine days, we wouldn’t have had the 
signi� cance of all the three mitzvos
mentioned. � is answers the above 
questions. 

Another answer to the Re’eims 
question is given by the Sefer HaItim, 
quoted by the Orchos Chaim. Since 
Chanukah is only MiDerabanan, 
Rabbinic, therefore we aren’t mach-
mir about Sefaika Deyoma, a doubt 
of how many days of Chanukah are 
celebrated. 

We Need YOU! 
  

to please reach out to your Jewish secular neighbors, 
  

co-workers and your other contacts who can benefit 
  

to tell them about a  
  

Chanukah party and carnival  
  

for Jewish public school children 

 and their families 
  

Tuesday, Dec. 19, 2017, 6:00 pm 
  

866 East 14th Street, between Ave. H and Ave. I 
  

Raffles! Prizes! Games! Food! Fun! 
  

Free admission 
  

For more information call or text 718-986-3346. 
�
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� e Gemorah in Shabbos brings 
down a meimra in the name of Rav 
Kahana; if someone lights a Chanu-
kah menorah above twenty amos it 
is pasul, as is the case by Sukkah and 
mavoi. 

� e Gemorah continues with an-
other quote from Rav Kahana; the 
posuk says that the pit into which the 
brothers threw Yosef was empty, ve-
habor rek ein bo mayim.

The question is obvious. If the 
pit was empty obviously there was 
no water in it? Rav Kahana explains, 
while there may not have been water 
in the pit, it was � lled with snakes and 
scorpions. 

To this Rav Yonasson Eibeshitz 
asks - why does the Gemorah quote 
these two meimros in such close prox-
imity? What does the height of the 
Chanukah menorah have to do with 
throwing Yosef into a snake � lled pit?

� ere are those who answer that 
since these are both quotes from 
Rav Kahana the Gemorah brings 
them together as we � nd many times 
throughout Shas. But this answer is 
only a partial help, since the Medresh 
Tanchuma also brings these two 
meimros next to each other – attribut-
ing them to two di� erent Amoraim.

Rav Yonasson Eibeshitz therefore 
explains this Gemorah as follows. 

Were the brothers to have known 
that the pit was � lled with dangerous 
reptiles they could have safely as-
sumed that Yosef would be killed, as 
the Gemorah says ‘if someone sees a 
man fall into a put with snakes and 
scorpions he can testify that the man 
is dead and his wife can remarry even 
without seeing him dead, because 
there is no chance at all of surviving 
such a close encounter with snakes 
and scorpions.’ 

However since the pit was so deep 
– more than twenty amos – the broth-
ers did not actually see what trans-
pired in the pit and did not know 
that it was � lled with snakes, and the 
Gemara uses this example to draw a 
parallel to lighting the Menorah low-
er than twenty amos so that people 
can see the pirsumei nisa.

But again this needs more expla-
nation - because let’s face it, a person 
can see higher than twenty amos. 
We see planes � ying by, we see tall 
buildings... trees are way higher than 

twenty amos? � is being the case, it’s 
safe to assume that the brothers were 
aware of the snakes and scorpions 
in the pit. So why didn’t the broth-
ers assume that Yosef was dead by 
being thrown into such a pit? What 
changed by the fact that the pit was 
deeper than twenty amos? What is the 
signi� cance of the depth here?

� e Ohr HaChaim Hakadosh tells 
us what Reuvein was thinking when 
he suggested to his brothers that it 
was better to throw Yosef into the pit 
as opposed to killing him right away. 

� ere’s an obvious question here 
that needs to be addressed and the 
Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh does just 
that. 

If Chazal tell us that there is no es-
caping from such a pit, what did the 
brothers gain by throwing him down 
amongst the snakes, why was that 
better than killing Yosef themselves?

� e Ohr HaChaim Hakadosh ex-
plains that Reuvein convinced his 
brothers not to take the law into their 
own hands. 

“Our best move is to throw Yosef 
into the pit,” he said. “� is way, if 
Hashem agrees with our judgment 
and Yosef is guilty... the snakes will 
carry out his punishment. On the 
other hand, if he is innocent, Hash-
em will make a nes and Yosef will be 
spared.”  

With this explanation however, 
the question grows even stronger. 

If this was indeed the cheshbon in 
throwing Yosef into the pit.... when 
the brothers saw him alive and well as 
they pulled him out, they should have 
realized that there had been a nes? 
A� er all, no one can survive being 
thrown into a pit � lled with poison-
ous snakes and scorpions? 

Yet the Brothers ignored this clear 
sign! Not only that, they even sat 
down to eat a meal, which was fol-
lowed up by selling their brother to a 
caravan of Yishmieilim? 

What happened? Wasn’t the whole 
reason for throwing Yosef into the pit 
to help them decide if they made the 
right decision? Didn’t they see the ob-
vious Yad Hashem?

� e answer is that of course there 
was a nes, but the nes took place at 
a distance. � e pit was deep - more 
than twenty amos deep - and the im-
pact of the nes was diminished. � ere 

is no comparison between a miracle 
that you see before your eyes and one 
that you see from afar. Even though 
the Shvatim could see Yosef walking 
around inside the pit, they said to 
themselves, “maybe the snakes ar-
en’t hungry - maybe they’re sleeping 
- maybe Yosef knows how to charm 
snakes.” 

And with that unlikely logic the 
powerful impression of the nes was 
lost.

What was the victory of Chanu-
kah? Chazal say the Greeks came 
up with a new approach; they com-
manded the Yidden to engrave on the 
horns of their cows “we don’t have a 
share and inheritance in the G-d of 
Yisroel”. 

What were these horns? 
Some say that the cow was the 

common form of transportation 
back then, and just like we have ads 
on buses today that everyone sees all 
the time, so too the horns of the cows 
were constantly in everyone’s view all 
the time.

My grandfather, Rav Leib Gur-
witz, said that he saw in the British 
Museum amongst the artifacts from 
that time period a baby bottle that 
was made from the horn of a cow. 
� ey would puncture a small hole 
in the point of the horn and feed the 
baby from milk � lled in the horn. 

Using this logic, we can say that 
just we � ll our babies cribs with pic-
tures of Gedolim so that our children 
will grow up with the faces of the 
Gedolim all around them - so too the 
Greeks wanted our children to grow 
up with this phrase in their faces all 
the time “we don’t have a share and 
inheritance in the G-d of Yisroel”.

What was Galus Yavan, (and as 
Chazal say even today we remain in 
Galus Yavan)? 

Yavan was unique in the fact that 
unlike other Exiles where the non-
Jews banned the Torah, the Greeks 
tried to create alternatives to the 
Torah, to get us excited about other 
chachmos in its place. � ey idolized 
the human body, they promoted 
sports; anything just to help us not 
learn Torah.

Chazal say that the Galus of Ya-
van is called Choshech, darkness. � e 
fear and maybe even the strength of 
darkness is that we imagine things. 

We fear that things are lurking in 
the dark.... that something is going to 
jump out at us.... but in reality there is 
nothing there - all we need is to light a 
candle and immediately all our imag-
inations go away.

 � is was the power of Yavan, the 
power of darkness. To convince us 
that there are things out there that are 
worthier and more enticing then the 
Torah. To convince us that we really 
desire to do those other things and to 
go to other places. In reality however 
(and we know this inside ourselves) 
there is nothing there at all. All we 
need is to light a Torah candle for us 
to clearly see that the room is empty. 

� is was exactly why the Sar of Es-
sav asked Yaakov why he wanted to 
know his name. � e deeper answer of 
the Sar is exactly what we are saying - 
the Yetzer Hara doesn’t have a name, 
all his e� orts are merely an illusion, 
he creates a desire to run and chase 
a� er things that don’t exist. It’s like 
a dark room where one small light 
clearly shows there is nothing there. 
� is is the modus operandi of the Ye-
tzer Hara, and we have been blessed 
to have the light of the Torah to see 
right through it.

And so pirsumei nisa was davka
chosen as the mitzvah of Chanukah. 
We need to spread the light of the To-
rah and to give the message loud and 
clear – that yes, we DO have a share 
and inheritance in the G-D of Yisroel. 

But it’s not enough to light the 
candle in the privacy in our homes 
or in windows way above the street. 
Chazal decreed that it must be shol-
ta bei, it’s not enough to see the Me-
norah’s light from afar - since we see 
that the power of a nes is diminished 
when seen from afar. � e message 
that we DO have a share and inher-
itance in the G-D of Yisroel must be 
visible close up... as close to us as the 
horns of our cows, and lihavdil the 
bumper stickers on our cars, so that 
we can all feel and internalize the nes
of Chanukah.

� is is the connection between the 
two meimros of Rav Kahana, It’s not 
enough to simply know that a miracle 
took place far away, if we don’t see it 
close up.... if it’s twenty amos below 
or above our sight, we lose the impact 
of the nes and � nd reasons to believe 
that nothing special even happened.

Rav Nissan Kaplan Shlita
Bumper Stickers 
On the Horn of Your Ox
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miracles
C O M E  P R E - C U T

IT’S YOUR TURN TO SHINE DURING

DINI’S CHANUKAH PRE-CUT SALE EVENT

MONSEY: 18 THIELLS MOUNT IVY ROAD POMONA, NY 10970 • 845.262.1010

BROOKLYN:  1109 McDONALD AVENUE BROOKLYN, NY 11230 • 855.346.4944

BROOKLYN:

 MONDAY DEC 11

11AM-5PM

MONSEY:

WEDNESDAY DEC 13

10AM-4PM, 7PM-10PM

PRICES STARTING 
AT  $1950 !
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Chanukah giftsfor all ages!

Available at your local Hebrew bookseller or at www.artscroll.com • 1-800-MESORAH (637-6724)

for all ages!

Yosef looked at his parents, perplexed. ‘‘No. The explosion was not at 

8:50. It was at 8:30. I know because I had just looked at my watch to 

make sure I had enough time to get off the train to buy a cup of coffee 

and still be at choir practice on time. If I had not gotten off the train I 

would not be alive now.’’Now his father looked confused. ‘‘But we heard on the news that the 

explosion happened at 8:50.’’Yosef looked at his watch. He could not believe his eyes. The watch 

still said 8:30. He realized that if he had known it had been 8:50, he 

would not have left the train. He understood that Hashem had saved 

him, by making his watch stop working.

Later that day, he visited his Rav, Rabbi Farhi, and told him this 

miraculous story. He was overjoyed.‘‘Take a picture of this watch now,’’ Rabbi Farhi told Yosef. ‘‘If you 

ever want to be sure that Hashem runs this world, just 

look at the picture of your watch. Then you will 
Hashem has many ways to take care of us. Sometimes, we do not realize it right away, but He is with us every second of every day.

‘‘Take a picture of this watch now,’’ Rabbi Farhi told Yosef. ‘‘If you 

ever want to be sure that Hashem runs this world, just 

look at the picture of your watch. Then you will 
remember.’’

Hashem has many ways to take care of us. Sometimes, we do not realize it right away, but He is with us every second of every day.

Yosef looked at his parents, perplexed. ‘‘No. The explosion was not at 

8:50. It was at 8:30. I know because I had just looked at my watch to 

make sure I had enough time to get off the train to buy a cup of coffee 

and still be at choir practice on time. If I had not gotten off the train I 

would not be alive now.’’Now his father looked confused. ‘‘But we heard on the news that the 

explosion happened at 8:50.’’Yosef looked at his watch. He could not believe his eyes. The watch 

still said 8:30. He realized that if he had known it had been 8:50, he 

would not have left the train. He understood that Hashem had saved 

him, by making his watch stop working.

Later that day, he visited his Rav, Rabbi Farhi, and told him this 

miraculous story. He was overjoyed.‘‘Take a picture of this watch now,’’ Rabbi Farhi told Yosef. ‘‘If you 

‘‘Take a picture of this watch now,’’ Rabbi Farhi told Yosef. ‘‘If you 

With more than 100,000 copies in print, the Living Emunah series 
has been transforming so many lives through the power of emunah.

Now, everyone in the family can be a part of it, 
with new Living Emunah books for all ages!

Living Emunah 
for Children

With its fun and kid-friendly stories adapted by Leah 
Sutton and illustrated with delightful pictures by Chani 
Judowitz, this charming book  will do for our little ones 
what Living Emunah has done for us — lead them to 
better, happier lives.

The Miller Family Edition 
Living Emunah 

for Teens
Teens today have questions and problems 

and concerns all their own — and now they 
have a book that’s written just for them — 
Living Emunah for Teens, adapted by Chana 
Nestlebaum from Rabbi David Ashear’s best-
selling Living Emunah.

In realistic scenarios and true stories, teens 
will learn how emunah can change and enrich 
their lives. How it can free them from anger 
or jealousy. How they can find the good in 
everything and everyone — including them-
selves. Every segment also includes a “Make 
It Real” guide to help bring the lessons of 
emunah into their lives.

Living Emunah 
Volume 3

Living Emunah’s short, accessible, 
and wise daily readings have become a 
vital part of people’s lives. They show us 
how emunah can change our response 
to something as small as a traffic jam 
on a busy day or as great as a major life 
challenge.

Not everyone can be a gadol ha’dor, a 
great Torah sage, but anyone can become 
a “gadol b’emunah,” a giant in faith and 
trust, says Rabbi David Ashear, author 
of the Living Emunah books.  Living 
Emunah 3 gives us the tools, the inspira-
tion, and the understanding we need for 
the journey to emunah.

has been transforming so many lives through the power of emunah.has been transforming so many lives through the power of emunah.has been transforming so many lives through the power of emunah.

Now, everyone in the family can be a part of it, Now, everyone in the family can be a part of it, Now, everyone in the family can be a part of it, 
 books for all ages!

Living EmunahLiving Emunah The Miller Family Edition 

FOR  
AGES 
4-8

ALLALLALLALLALLALLALLALLALLALL of over 2,000 titles 20 % 
OFFCHANUKAH SALE 20OFFCHANUKAH SALECHANUKAH SALECHANUKAH SALECHANUKAH SALE OFFlist

prices

ALLALLALLALLALLALL
pricespricespricesprices

NOW THROUGH 12/25/17
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Please join us for another  
terrific summer at 

114 Norwood Avenue • Deal, New Jersey  

HOLIDAY 
Gift GivingGift GivingGift GivingGift GivingGift GivingGift GivingGift GivingGift GivingGift GivingGift GivingGift GivingGift GivingGift GivingGift GivingGift Giving

COUPON

1308 Avenue M • Brooklyn, NY • 718-998-7382 ~ 114 Norwood Avenue, Deal, NJ • 732-531-1110
 www.TheYellowDoor.com 

20 % 
OFF

 your Holiday Gifts 
in store or online 

Min Purchase 4 items.  No credits/layaways/other offers.  
Excluding national brands including but not limited to 
Michael Aram, Baccarat, Herend, MacKenzie-Childs, 

Lalique. Good thru 12/31/17 



               PRE                             CHANUKAH 44718.692.1144 | the� j.comDECEMBER 7, 2017



               PRE                             CHANUKAH 45718.692.1144 | the� j.comDECEMBER 7, 2017

BORO PARK: 5020 13TH AVENUE, 718.972.4665 | FLATBUSH: 1505 CONEY ISLAND AVE. 718.676.7706 | LONG ISLAND: 467 CENTRAL AVENUE, 516.295.5006
LAKEWOOD: 1700 MADISON AVENUE, 732.987.9480 | TEANECK: 215 W. ENGLEWOOD AVENUE, 201.530.7300

Dress Coats • Car Coats • Parkas • Suits • Sport Jackets
Pants • Shirts • Ties • Shoes • Accessories

W I N T E R

OPEN THIS MOTZEI SHABBOS*

DECEMBER 9th, 6:45 to 11:00

*Boro Park store
  will not be open.

E M P O R I O

Call us to arrange purchase and
free express shipping of gift cards.

$50 minimum gift card purchase for free shipping.

The Perfect Chanukah Gift.
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Check In:
Sunday Dec 13th 

Check Out:
Monday Dec 14th

Sunday - 2:30-4 pm / Monday 10 - 11 am

Sunday - 6:30 - 8:30 pm

Hotel Rooms
$129

Water Park Tickets
$20 pp

$13 pp
$24 pp

   732.503.8008
Gala Concert
with Mendy J!

9 pm

Check In:
Sunday Dec 17th

Check Out:
Monday Dec 18th

$139 +tax

Gala
Concert

9 PM!

Sunday - 2:00 - 4:00 PM 

Sunday - 6:30 - 8:30 PM 

$15 pp
$25 pp

✓Stimulating Shiurim and Lectures  

✓Heimisha Crowd, Minyan on Premises  

✓Buffets and Viennese Desserts  
✓Cholov Yisroel & Chassidishe Shechita 

✓Oneg Shabbos and Kumzitz 

✓Full Fitness Center & Jacuzzi   

✓Large Indoor Pool  

December 15 - December 17 

Raizy 347-554-1558       Sydel 973-452-2468   
Meisnerscatering@gmail.com  

Shabbos Chanukah 

Piscataway, New Jersey 
Gourmet Glatt Kosher Cuisine Catered by Meisner’s  

Pesach With The Meisners 
The Crowne Plaza Hotel Stamford 

  

“The Ultimate Pesach Getaway” 

Mendy “J”  
In Concert 

 
✓✓✓✓✓✓✓✓Stimulating Shiurim and LecturesStimulating Shiurim and Lectures

✓Heimisha Crowd, Minyan on Premises

✓Buffets and Viennese Desserts 

✓Cholov Yisroel & Chassidishe Shechita

✓Oneg Shabbos and Kumzitz

✓Full Fitness Center & Jacuzzi  

✓Large Indoor Pool 

Kumzitz With  

BENNY AMAR 

R’ Moishe Fingerer  

Kumzitz With 
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IS COMING TO YOUR TOWN 

LIKE NEVER BEFORE!

Chanukah time means

SUNDAY, DEC. 17, 2017 • 1:30 PM 
ANSHEI SFARD HALL, 1370 45th street Brooklyn, NY

SUNDAY, DEC. 10, 2017 • 3:30 PM 
Aish Kodesh 894 Woodmere place, Woodmere NY

 TIME

Album

The
New Sound•New Show

•
SAME

UNCLE
MOISHY

Aish Kodesh 894 Woodmere place, Woodmere NY

MOISHYMOISHYMOISHYMOISHYMOISHYMOISHYMOISHYMOISHYMOISHYMOISHYMOISHYMOISHYMOISHY

 THE ORIGINAL

 S
INCE 1975

HE ORIGINAL

Stick around after the show to
take a picture with Uncle Moishy

For more information about bookings, school events, concerts, or group ticket rates call us at: 347.467.1958 or visit us at www.unclemoishysworld.com

Brought to the
community by:

Free "DreiDo"
GIVEAWAY

DREIDELS AND DONUTS FOR ALL!

 TIME

FIV
E T

OW
NS

BR
OO

KLY
N

MONDAY, DEC. 18, 2017 • 1:30 PM 
Bais Shaindel High School 685 River Ave. Lakewood, NJLA

KE
WO

OD

3 AMAZING SHOWS

Ticketsavailableat the door.
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Thoughts on Chanukah Based Upon the Writings of Rav Eliezer Ginsburg, shlita
RABBI MOSHE BOYLAN 

� e following article is based upon 
the sefer “Veatah Berachamecha 
Harabim”. � e sefer is written by Rav 
Eliezer Ginsburg Shlita, the Rosh Kollel 
in the Mirrer Yeshiva (Brooklyn) and 
Mora Deasra of Agudas Yisroel Snif 
Zichron Shmuel. Brackets are additions 
from the author.

Chazal tell us (Shabbos 21A): What 
is Chanukah? � e Rabbanan learned 
in a Beraysa that in Chuf Hay (25) of 
Kislev, the days of Chanukah are eight, 
in which one cannot make Hespeidim, 
eulogies… � e Sefer Sheim M’Shmuel 
asks that the twenty � � h day of Kislev 
is only one day, so why do we say 
that on this day are the eight days of 
Chanukah? We should have said that 
on Chuf Hay Kislev starts the days of 
Chanukah, or on Chuf Hay Kislev is 
the � rst day of Chanukah? 

Another question is that the Pasuk 
tells us (Beraishis 37,22) that Reuven 
heard and saved Yosef (by suggesting 
to throw him into the pit). His ultimate 
objective was “Lehashivo El Aviv”, to 
bring Yosef back to his father. {Reuven 
had in mind that he would come back 
to the pit and save Yosef, bringing 
him back to his father. When he came 
back to the pit, however, his brothers 
had already taken Yosef from the pit 
and sold him down to Mitzraim.} � e 
question is why the Pasuk has to tell us 
that Reuven would bring Yosef back to 
his father? We know that Yosef walked 
to the place his brothers met him, all 
by himself. If this is so, then presum-
ably, he could walk by himself back to 
his father. As such, the Pasuk should 
have said that Reuven had in mind to 
free Yosef, and then automatically he 
could go back to his father. Why does 
the Pasuk have to imply that Reuven 
would have to bring Yosef back to 
Yaakov Avinu? {Maybe al derech 
hapeshat, we can say that a� er the 
dangerous and di�  cult situation that 
Yosef had endured, he was not able 
to walk back to his father by himself. 
� erefore, Reuven had in mind to help 
Yosef to return a� er all he had gone 
through.}

Another question relates to a sto-
ry the Pesukim tell us in Shmuel Bais 
(3:16). We know that Shaul HaMelech 
felt that Michal was married to Palti 
Ben Layish. Palti Ben Layish, on the 
other hand, held that Michal was really 
married to Dovid, and she was for-
bidden to him. He stubbornly refused 
to live with her, overcoming his yetzer 
hora in a manner even superior to Yosef 
HaTzadik. Eventually, Palti Ben Layish 
was able to send Michal to Dovid 

HaMelech. When he did this, he cried 
while walking her there. � e question 
is that if he � nally was able to give her 
back to the person he held was her real 
husband, so why was he crying? Rashi 
explains that Palti Ben Layish was cry-
ing that he was losing the special mitz-
vah he had previously, to overcome his 
yetzer hora. � e question is that nor-
mally we have a mitzvah for a particular 
time, and a� erwards we no longer do 
the mitzvah. Is there any inyan to cry in 
Kislev that we no longer have the mitz-
vah of taking an Esrog? If so, then once 
the mitzvah of overcoming the nisayon
of Michal was � nished, then he should 
be happy, or at least not cry? 

Rav Hutner zt”l explained that there 
is an inyan of hispashtus of Kedusha, 
expansion of holiness. A person has 
the capability to increase the bound-
aries of holiness. We see this from 
what Chazal tell us that Rav was able 
to daven the te� lah of Shabbos on Erev 
Shabbos. � is means that he increased 
the boundary of Kedusha of Shabbos 
from Friday night to even Erev 
Shabbos. {� is is the yesod of Tosefes 
Shabbos.} Similarly, many Poskim say 
that on Motzai Shabbos we should � rst 
light Neiros Chanukah and then say 
Havdalah. � e question is that when 
we say Lehadlik Neir Shel Chanukah, 
this automatically removes the yoke of 
Kedushas Shabbos with this beracha. 
How then can one say that he still has 
Kedushas Shabbos until Havdalah? 
� e Acharonim say that we can answer 
that we can still continue the Kedusha 
of Shabbos to the days of the week. 
� is means that even though it is the 
night of the � rst day of the week, we 
can still extend Kedushas Shabbos to 
this day. � is is again the foundation of 
hispashtus of Kedusha to Chol, secular. 

In truth, this is the yesod, foun-
dation of the Takanah, of the 
Chashmonaim in lighting the Neiros 
in Chatzros Kadshecha, the holy 
courtyards of the Beis HaMikdash. We 
can see this from what the Ramban 
writes in the beginning of Parshas 
Behaalosecha, that Aharon HaKohen 
was told that even though he didn’t 
have the zechus of o� ering Korbonos 
in the Chanukas Hanesiim, he had the
zechus that through his descendants 
(the Chashmonaim), ultimately there 
would be the Neiros of Chanukah, 
which would be lit in all generations. 
{Some even say they will be lit in the 
times of Moshiach Tzidkeinu.} We 
see how Chanukah took the Kedusha 
of the Beis HaMikdash and extended 
it even into every Jewish household, 
even in the depths of Galus, wherever 

in the world it happens to be. Rav 
Ginsburg Shlita mentions that the let-
ters of Chanukah (Ches, Nun, Chuf, 
Hay) spell Kohen Ches. � is hints that 
in the eight holy days of Chanukah, we 
are all transformed into Kohanim do-
ing the Avodah in the Beis HaMikdash 
(even in our own homes in Chutz 
LaAretz).

� is would also answer up the fa-
mous question of the Beis Yosef, as to 
why there are eight days of Chanukah, 
when the Neis, miracle only took place 
for seven days. {� ere was enough oil 
for one day, and the oil lasted for eight 
days. � us, the miracle was only sev-
en days, so why do we celebrate eight 
days of Chanukah?} According to the 
above, we can answer that this again 
shows the Hispashtus of Kedusha, that 
an extra day of Kedusha was added, 
even when not absolutely necessary. 

We can also explain that the Sheim 
M’Shmuel said that Galus Bavel is 
Keneged Avrohom Avinu, Galus 
Maday is Keneged Yitzchok Avinu and 
Galus Yavan is Keneged Yaakov Avinu. 
We know that Yaakov Avinu was zoche 
to have a Nachalah Bli Metzarim, an 
inheritance without any boundaries. 
Therefore, when Klal Yisroel were 
zoche to the Yom Tov of Chanukah, 
there is in the Segulas HaYom, the 
Hispashtus of Kedusha in the bechinah 
of Nachalah Bli Metzarim. Similarly, 
it said in Seforim that in the times of 
Chanukah, the Yidden were zoche to 
get a hispashtus, an extension of Torah 
She’Ball Peh. � is refers to a hispashtus 
of the understanding of Torah. � is is 
related to Yaakov Avinu, who was the 
Amud of Torah. 

Now we can understand why the 
Beraysa said that on Chuf Hay Kislev 
is the eight days of Chanukah. � is 
means that the hispashtus of Kedusha, 
holiness for all the days of Chanukah 
starts already on the first day of 
Chanukah. � rough the � rst day of 
Chanukah, the Yidden can be zoche 
to increase the Kedusha, lasting even 
eight days. 

Now we can understand the signi� -
cance of the crying of Palti Ben Layish. 
Even when a mitzvah is over, one can 
escort the mitzvah, so to speak, and 
add kedusha through this escorting 
and crying immediately after the 
mitzvah is over. � is is similar to add-
ing onto Shabbos on Motzai Shabbos 
and also Melave Malkah, which is a 
meal related to Shabbos, even though 
Shabbos is over.

� is is also what Reuven wanted to 
accomplish by adding onto the mitz-
vah of Hatzalas Nefashos of Yosef. It 

is true that the actual mitzvah would 
be � nished when he would have tak-
en Yosef out of the pit. Nonetheless, 
by escorting Yosef back to his father, 
Reuven would extend the mitzvah of 
Hatzalas Nefashos even further, and 
it would be connected to the original 
mitzvah. 

Now we can understand what the 
Chiddushei HaRim zt”l writes: We 
know that the Shulchan Aruch writes 
that the Seudos of Chanukah are 
Seudos of Reshus (not obligatory). 
Why is this such, unlike other Yomim 
Tovim (or even Purim) in which one 
is obligated to have a Seudah? He an-
swers that the Halacha le�  these meals 
to be Reshus, in order that we could 
extend them into Seudos Mitzvah 
through our avodah. {� rough eating 
and drinking with elevated kavanos, 
singing inspiring songs and saying 
Divrei Torah, we can elevate the 
Seudos Reshus of Chanukah to Seudos 
Mitzvah. � is is not just a quirk, but 
actually related to the fundamental 
character of Chanukah. � ese days are 
ones in which we bring Kedusha into 
even secular spheres. � us, even the 
Seudos are le�  as Seudos Reshus, so 
we can elevate them to Kedusha, just 
as Chanukah is a Yom Tov which has 
this Koach, as explained previously.

Perhaps with this we can understand 
why we light the Neiros Chanukah in 
the Reshus HaRabim (at least in the 
original Takanah), below ten Tefachim, 
where the Shechinah does not general-
ly dwell. Chanukah gives us the power 
to bring Kedusha even to the Reshus 
HaRabim and to the lower part of 
the world, which generally is bere�  of 
Kedusha and Shechinah. 

We can also now understand why 
Moshiach is Notrikun, Madlikin 
Shemonas Yemei Chanukah. � rough 
the avodah of Chanukah, we can come 
to bring Kedusha to the secular world, 
and ultimately lead to the complete 
hispashtus of Kedusha with the com-
ing of Moshiach Tzidkeinu speedily. 
Amen.}
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Minhagei Chanukah
Seuda

The seudas that are made on 
Chanukah are seudei reshus not 
mitzvah. � e Rama says one should 
make seudas because it is on these 
days that the chanukas hamisbeiach 
took place. If songs are sung by the 
seuda then all agree that the seuda 
is a seudas mitzvah. If divrei torah is 
spoken at the seuda then it is a seu-
das mitzvah. Another reason given 
for the seuda is because at this time 
(25th day of Kislev) the Mishkan was 
completed. � e Levush says the seu-
das do not have to consist of meat 
rather a dairy meal can be served. 
The reason being is that during 
the time of Chanukah when a lady 
would get married she would have 
to live with the Greek commander 
� rst. When Yehudis went to live 
with the commander she fed him 
cheese to make him thirsty and then 
gave him wine to make him drunk. 
When he fell asleep, she took his 
sword and killed him. She brought 
the head into town and showed his 
soldiers who ran away upon seeing 
it. Whoever makes a seuda each 
day of Chanukah is praiseworthy. 
In honor of Chanukah Chassidim 
and Tzadikim have a seuda on the 
eighth day.
Women Refraining 
From Melacha 

Women have the custom not to 
do melacha while the candles are 
burning, and they should not be 
lenient with this. � e reason is that 
they were involved with the miracle 
of Chanukah. Some say the reason 
is to show that one is not allowed to 
use light of the menorah. � ere is a 
segula for women not to do melacha 
while the candles are burning. � e 
poskim say the time that melacha is 
not allowed is a half hour a� er the 
candles have been lit, not longer. 
Most poskim say that only melachas 
that are speci� cally for women may 
not be done. For example; sewing, 
and laundry however, cooking and 
baking may be done. Horav Yis-
roel Belsky Shlita says that not only 
is cooking and baking allowed, but 
anything that has to be done in or-
der to prepare food may be done. 
� e minhag of refraining from mela-

cha only applies to women and not 
to men. � e Mishnah Berurah states 
that some have the custom to be 
stringent. � e accepted custom is 
that it only applies to women. 
Driedel/Cards

Jews who wanted to learn even 
though they were not allowed to, 
devised the dreidel in ancient times. 
When the soldiers would come into 
their homes, they would pretend 
that they are playing and not learn-
ing. � e Divrei Yatziv says in the 
time of the Chashmonoyim the yidin 
were not on the level to give over 
their lives for learning so they per-
formed mitzvos secretly. When they 
would come together for Shabbos 
they would play in order to fool the 
Yevonim. Today, to show that that 
was not the right way to act we play 
dreidel. (He continues that the main 
point of Chanukah is to show that we 
are obligated in mitzvos at all times, 
under all conditions, and to do the 
mitzvos out in the open not secret-
ly). Certain forms of gambling may 
be stealing. However, dreidel is not 
a game that necessarily depends on 
skill and if a plate is designated to be-
long to all the players with the mon-
ey placed there it may be permitted. 
� e Bnei Yissochor says it is an old 
minhag to play dreidel on Chanukah. 
� e gimmel, shin, nun, hay are hint-
ed to the four strengths in a person. 
Guf, nefesh, sechel, and the koach 
hu’elyon which incorporates all the 
other strengths hakol). � e seforim 
say on Chanukah we turn the dreidel 
from the top (as opposed to Purim 
where the grager is turned from on 
bottom). On Chanukah we were 
able to defeat the Yevonim safely due 
to Hashem’s strength, therefore the 
dreidel is spun from the top. On Pu-
rim Mordechai and Esther made ev-
eryone fast and we have a small part 
in the miracle, therefore the grager is 
turned from the bottom. � e seforim 
say that the letters of the dreidel stand 
for “nes godel hoye shom”, even when 
we are playing games we should be 
thinking of the miracles that Hashem 
did for us then. To ful� ll the minhag 
of Klal Yisroel one may play a little 
dreidel, but one should not spend 
an excessive amount of time playing 

dreidel. � e Biur Halacha mentions 
that one should avoid playing cards 
of Chanukah. � e Aruch Hashul-
chan says playing cards is a big onesh 
and many aveiros are involved. One 
who can be mevatel this has a great 
reward. 
Chanukah Gelt

Horav Yaakov Kamenetsky zt”l  
says the source for giving children 
money on Chanukah came from 
the fact that the parents would send 
money to their children’s rabbeim by 
giving the money to the children to 
give to their rabbeim. � erefore the 
custom to give children money was 
derived. Horav Yaakov Kamenetsky 
zt”l used to give out money to his 
children the night of the � � h candle. 
� is is what the Stiepler used to do 
as well, since that night is the only 
speci� c night that Shabbos will never 
fall out on, therefore money would 
always be able to be given. One is 
permitted to use masser money to 
give rabbeim money on Chanukah, 
since giving them is not an obliga-
tion. � e poskim say if one receives 
Chanukah money masser should be 
taken o� . In regard to a non-mon-

etary gi� , there is a dispute among 
the poskim, the minhag is that it is 
not necessary for the recipient to 
take o�  masser. Horav Yisroel Belsky 
Shlita holds that a child who receives 
money all year from his parents to 
spend it on whatever he wishes, and 
now the parents give him Chanukah
money, no masser has to be taken o� . 
Since the money given on Chanukah
is considered like the money that is 
given all year-round and is not con-
sidered a special gi� . 

Doughnuts/Latkes 
� e seforim state the minhag of 

eating doughnuts and latkes is a zech-
er of the miracle that happened with 
oil, and these items are made with 
oil. HoRav Shlomo Zalman Aurbach 
zt”l said latkes which are ground and 
the potatoes are still recognizable, 
then the beracha is ha’dama. If they 
are not recognizable then a shehakol
is made He said further doughnuts 
that are eaten during the meal even 
for dessert do not require their own 
beracha. � e poskim advise that one 
should not eat a lot of doughnuts 
outside of a bread meal. 

RABBI MOSHE DOVID LEBOVITS
Reviewed by: Rabbi Ben-zion Schiffenbauer

Halachically Speaking

REMEMBER TO CHECK THE BATTERIES 
IN YOUR SMOKE DETECTORS!

CHANUKAH SAFETY
•  FIRST AND FOREMOST, TEACH YOUR CHILDREN THAT 

FIRE IS DANGEROUS! IT CAN MAIM AND DESTROY!

•  When deciding where to place your Chanukah Menorah, consider 
the following: Are there curtains close by? Will children be run-
ning around?  

•  Supervise your youngsters when they handle matches and can-
dles/wicks. Once the � re is lit, place the Menorah out of your chil-
dren’s reach.

•  Children bring home beautiful projects on Chanukah that they 
wish to display near the Menorahs. If they are � ammable, either 
tape them to the wall or put them aside so that they do not catch � re.

•  During Chanukah, many foods are fried in hot oil.  Try to use 
the back burners for this purpose. When you walk away from the 
stove, even if for a moment, turn the handles inward to prevent 
the pan from accidentally being pulled down by a curious toddler.  

•  House � res tend to occur more o� en during the winter months.  Pre-
pare an escape plan and occasionally rehearse it with your family.
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Power Points on the Parsha
RABBI EPHRAIM NISENBAUM

Chanuka

“� e following year they 
established these days as days of 

praise and thanksgiving” 
(Shabbos 21b)

� e Sefas Emes asks why the sages 
waited until the following year to es-
tablish Chanukah as a holiday. Why 
didn’t they do it right away? 

He answers that it is not always 
possible to determine with immedia-
cy whether a military event has real-
ly been a victory. � e rabbis wanted 
to “sit on it” for a little while, before 
they could ascertain whether or not 
to establish the miracle as a cause for 
permanent celebration.

� e Chofetz Chaim warned peo-
ple about rejoicing over the signing 
of the Balfour Declaration in 1917, 
saying that it was still premature. 
Indeed, his words proved prophetic, 
as nothing much came of the docu-
ment.

Many great victories in battle 
have actually led to total defeat in 
war. It takes the insight of great men 
and the forbearance demanded by 

the passage of time, to clearly deter-
mine a victory.

“One who is careful with the 
[Chanukah] lights will have 

children who are Torah scholars” 
(Shabbos 23b)

What is the connection between 
Chanukah and raising children to be 
Torah scholars? Perhaps this can be 
understood with an insight from Rav 
Leib Gurwicz. 

� e Yerushalmi Talmud (Cha-
gigah 11:1) relates that the Greeks 
forced the Jews to write on the horn 
of an ox, “We have no part in the 
Hashem of Israel,” G-d forbid. Rav 
Gurwicz asks what the signi� cance 
of this decree was.

He relates that on a visit to the 
British Museum, he once saw how 
the ancient Greeks used ox horns as 
bottles to feed their babies. Perhaps, 
then, the Greeks intended to instill 
heresy into the Jews from infancy. 

� e Jewish victory over Greece 
allowed the Jews, once again, to raise 

their children properly. � us, the 
reward for Chanukah observance is 
children who exemplify a Torah life-
style.

“… and He commanded us to 
kindle the candles of Chanukah” 

(blessing before 
lighting the menorah)

Rabbi Abraham Twerski often 
speaks about the powerful and last-
ing impact of a good education in 
the home.

He recalled seeing as a child how 
his father would make his own bees-
wax candles for the Chanukah me-
norah. � e distinct memory of his 
father’s joy, as he rolled the candles 
for the mitzvah, le�  a profound im-
pression on him.

He once commented that as 
memorable as the miracle is for the 
menorah in the Chanukah story to 
remain lit for eight days, the image 
of his father kindling the menorah 
with his homemade candle is near-
ly the equivalent, and has remained 
brightly lit in his mind’s eye for well 
over � � y years!

“… and He commanded us to 
kindle the candles of Chanukah” 

(blessing before 
lighting the menorah) 

Rav Nachum Kaplan of Horodna 
was careful to light the Chanukah 
candles exactly at the proper time. 
Once, however, his student observed 
Rav Nachum waiting for over an 
hour and a half past the time, with-
out saying a word. Finally, the Rav’s 
wife walked into the house. Rav Na-
chum quickly jumped up and pro-
ceeded to light the candles. 

Later, he explained, “I knew that 
if I lit the candles before my wife 
came home, she would be very dis-
appointed that she missed my kin-
dling. Now, the Talmud [Shabbos 
23b] says that if a person cannot 
a� ord both Chanukah and Shabbos 
candles, Shabbos candles take prece-
dence, because the purpose of Shab-
bos candles is to bring domestic har-
mony to the house - which is more 
important than Chanukah candles, 
whose purpose is to publicize the 
Chanukah miracle. 

“If so,” the Rav concluded, “wait-
ing for my wife to light candles and 
keeping her from being disappoint-

ed is more important than lighting 
on time.”

“... and He commanded us to 
kindle the candles of Chanukah” 

(blessing before 
lighting the menorah)

Rabbi Yaakov Haber observes 
that Chanukah falls at the darkest 
time of the year. � e tiny � ickering 
� ames of the menorah, speci� cally at 
this time of year, teaches us that the 
light of holiness o� en comes at times 
when and where it is least expected. 

It may be the sincere prayer of 
a child; the small donation from a 
simple laborer; or the e� orts of an 
inspired individual to observe as 
many of the details of a mitzvah as 
possible, in spite of the opposition of 
family or friends. � ese actions may 
very well outweigh the value of the 
actions of the most righteous person. 

� e Baal Shem Tov o� en told his 
disciples that the simple mitzvah of a 
shepherd is o� en the one that might 
be sustaining the whole world. � e 
� ickering lights in the blackness of 
night remind us never to discount 
any situation or individual, for one 
never knows whose actions are actu-
ally holding up the world. 

“... and He commanded us to 
kindle the candles of Chanukah” 

(blessing before 
lighting the menorah)

A man approached Rav Yitzchak 
Zilberstein with a question. He 
owned a beautiful silver menorah that 
he lit each year for Chanukah. � is 
year, however, his son had won a new 
menorah at school for his diligence in 
Torah study. � e menorah was obvi-
ously not as nice as the one at home, 
but the son would be so proud if his 
father lit the prize menorah.

The father inquired whether 
it was preferable to use the nic-
er menorah or the prize menorah. 
Rav Zilberstein answered that the 
menorah is meant to publicize the 
miracle of the Maccabees’ victo-
ry over the Greeks, who wanted 
to abolish the Torah and its study. 
What greater victory is there than to 
publicize a young boy’s diligence in 
Torah study, more than 2,000 years 
a� er the Greeks tried to destroy that 
same Torah? � e father should de� -
nitely light the prize menorah.
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The Miracles of Chanukah,  
Adapted from the Shmuessen of Rav Shlomo Brevda zt”l

RABBI MOSHE BOYLAN 

As Chanukah approaches, we all 
look for Seforim which will help us 
to appreciate the upcoming Yom Tov 
which is so beloved to Klal Yisroel. 
� erefore, it is with happiness that 
the Olam HaTorah and Klal Yisroel 
has the merit to see the new Sefer 
“� e Miracles of Chanukah”, based 
upon the shmuessen of the famous 
Mashpiah, Rav Shlomo Brevda zt”l. 

Rav Eliron Meir Levinson Shlita 
did a wonderful job of translat-
ing and adapting this sefer from 
the Seforim and shmuessen of Rav 
Brevda zt”l. 

� e following are some of the 
thoughts of Rav Brevda mentioned 
in this sefer: In Mishlei it said “Sheva 
Yipol Tzadik Vekam”, a Tzadik falls 
seven times and rises up. In contrast 
“U’Reshaim Yikashlu Beraah”. � e 
GR”A zt”l explains that a Tzadik all 
by himself is able to get up, even af-
ter falling for seven times. A Rasha, 
on the other hand, even with the 
help of other fellow Reshaim, will 
fall without getting up a� er only 
one time. 

Rav Brevda explains how 
Chanukah represents this very les-
son. � e terrible Gezairos of the 
Yevanim brought terrible tragedies 
and darkness to Klal Yisroel. In fact, 
Chazal say that when the Torah re-
fers to Choshech, darkness (when 
the world was � rst created), this 
refers to the Yevanim, who brought 
darkness to Klal Yisroel with their 
terrible decrees. 

One of these terrible decrees 
was the requirement for the Yidden 
never to close the doors of their 
houses, so they would not be able to 
privately serve Hashem with Limud 

HaTorah and Shemiras HaMitzvos. 
The Yevanim also prevented us 
from doing the Avodah in the Beis 
HaMikdash and required us to write 
on an ox’s horn that we have no por-
tion in the G-d of Klal Yisroel. 

After all this darkness, the 
Yeshua of Chanukah brought great 
light to Klal Yisroel in that gen-
eration and 
to future 
D o r o s , 
including 
our own. 

I n s t e a d 
of the dark-
ness of not 
closing the 
doors of our 
hou s e s ,  we 
have the mitz-
vah of lighting 
the Menorah Al 
Pesach Baisam (on 
the opening of our 
houses). {As is the 
original Takanah. 
Even those who don’t do this now-
adays, still light the Menorah in 
their houses, either on the window 
or by an inner door.}While there 
used to be the terrible Chilul of the 
Beis HaMikdash, nowadays we have 
the Kiddush Hashem of the added 
Te� los of Al HaNisim and Hallel. 
Our loud recitation of Hallel shows 
how we have been Kam, gained 
some light instead of the darkness 
of the Yevanim, who required us to 
write that we didn’t accept Hashem, 
chas veshalom. {A hint to this is that 
the gematria of Chuf Hay Kislev 
with the Minyan Haosios is equal to 
Vekam with the Kollel.}

Another vort which Rav Brevda 
said is a hearah on the Lashon of 
Maoz Tzur. The Paytan said that 
Minosar Kankanim Naasah Neis 
Lashoshanim (from the remnants 
of the oil a miracle happened to 
the roses). Why are Klal Yisroel 
referred to as roses? Rav Brevda 
said that this refers to the famous 

Pasuk, “Keshoshanah Bein 
HaChochim Kein Rayasi 

Bein Habanos”. Klal Yisroel 
are referred to as the ros-

es between the thorns. 
Even when we are sur-

rounded by the evil 
influences of the 

Umos HaOlam, 
we still flourish 

and maintain 
our beauty, 
just like a ros-
es amongst 
thorns. 

This is so 
appropriate for the 

way in which Klal Yisroel and par-
ticularly the Chashmonaim over-
came the Yevanim. A small group 
of Chashmonaim (some say only 
twelve) were moser nefesh to fight 
against thousands and thousands 
of Yevanim. Only with great Nisim 
and Niflaos were they zoche to 
overcome the Yevanim and to win 
against them. These Shoshanim, 
special roses, overcame the evil 
influences of the Yevanim and re-
mained pure and true to our me-
sorah, despite any bad influences 
they were exposed to. {This is a 
mussar haskel to us in our gener-
ation. We are all so exposed to the 
bad influence of the society around 
us, which is terribly immoral. We 
must learn from the example of 
the Chashmonaim to remain pure 
and true, remaining loyal to our 
mesorah.}

Another important lesson which 
Rav Brevda mentions is that the 
Al HaNisim starts with Biyemei 
Matisyahu Ben Yochanan Kohen 
Gadol Chashmonai U’Banav. Why 
not get straight to the point of the 
miracle of Klal Yisroel overcom-
ing the Yevanim? Likewise we see 
in the Al HaNisim in Purim, we 
start giving Hakaras HaTov to the 
great Mordechai and Esther, who 
were the Shelichim of Hashem in 

delivering Klal Yisroel from the 
Tzarah of Haman HaRasha. 

Rav Brevda said we can answer 
this with a famous Midrash about 
Paroh. Chazal say that since Paroh 
started denying his hakaras hatov
to Yosef (Asher Lo Yada Es Yosef), 
he eventually even denied his ha-
karas hatov to Hashem (Mi Hashem 
Asher Eshma Bekolo). One that de-
nies the good of his friend will even-
tually deny the good of Hashem. {Of 
course, conversely, if one appreci-
ates the good a friend does for him, 
he can come to have the correct 
Hakaras Hatov to Hashem.}

Likewise, the Sefer HaChinuch 
writes that the mitzvah of Kibud Av 
Vaem teaches us to have hakaras ha-
tov to our parents (in Olam Hazeh), 
and this should enable us to have 
Hakaras Hatov to our Father in 
Heaven (Hashem Yisbarach). 

Now we can understand the 
Hemshech of Al Hanisim. We 
start with appreciation to the tem-
poral people who helped us, like 
Matisyahu U’Banav and Mordechai 
Ve’Esther. A� erwards we can come 
to have hakaras hatov, gratitude and 
Hodaah, thanks to Hashem. {One of 
the lessons of Chanukah is to work 
on our Hakaras Hatov to people, and 
then to use this to work on our ha-
karas hatov to Hashem Yisbarach.}

Rav Brevda also encourages 
people that on Chanukah espe-
cially, they should daven in a min-
yan which goes slowly and allows 
them to daven with proper kava-
nah. Especially the words of Hallel 
and Al HaNisim should be said 
with requisite kavanah, enabling 
us to truly give Hallel and Hodaah 
to Hashem for all his Nisim. � e 
Chanukah parties which they have 
should be with Shiros Vesishbachos 
to Hashem, and combined with 
Divrei Torah about the signi� cance 
of these important days.  

� e above are only small exam-
ples of the many pearls of wisdom 
which this Sefer gives us about 
Chanukah and our overall service 
of Hashem. We are mispalel that the 
zechus of using Chanukah proper-
ly should help us to see Moshiach 
Tzidkeinu soon. Ohr Chadash 
Al Tzion Tair Venizkeh Chulanu 
Mehayra Leoro, Amen. 

Book Review
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KITZUR HALACHOS: CHANUKAH & PURIM, prefaced by HAGAON HARAV  
BEREL POVARSKY shlit”a, Rosh Yeshivah of Ponevezh, contains a thorough  
examination of all the halachos of Chanukah and Purim, based on the rulings  
of the Mishnah Berurah, Shaar Hatzion, and Biur Halachah.

The intricate and complex details of each halachah are brought out in a clear  
and comprehensive manner, making the sefer accessible for all levels.

Authored by RAV ZEV HOFSTEDTER, Rosh Yeshiva, Yeshivas Acheinu L’Tzeirim,  
Kitzur Halachos clarifies hundreds of common and practical halachos in a clear  
and concise format.

SOME OF THE TOPICS INCLUDE:
•  The proper place to light the menorah – is it by the window,  

doorway, or entrance to a home or building?
• How to arrange the Chanukah candles and the order of lighting
• The halachos of hearing the Megillah and fulfilling the mitzvos of mishloach manos, 

matanos la’evyonim and seudas Purim
• When does a person who travels to or from Yerushalayim fulfill the mitzvos of Purim?
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Available in Judaica stores nationwide or direct from the publisher, Israel Book Shop 888-536-7427

ALSO AVAILABLE:
• Kitzur Halachos:  

Rosh Hashanah  
& Yom Kippur

• Kitzur Halachos:  
Yom Tov &  
Chol Hamoed

• Kitzur Halachos:  
Pesach

• Kitzur Halachos:  
Sukkah & Daled Minim
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RELEASE!

THIS CHANUKAH GIVE THE GIFT THAT INSPIRES FOR LIFE WITH 

INSPIRATIONAL PHOTOS!

TO ORDER: 718-692-1465
HUNDREDS OF GEDOLIM PHOTOS IN STOCK

3-      Two rows of photos, rabbis on top row & Jerusalem photos on the next line
4-      All the pricing, gift wrapping info etc. should be on the bottom area of the ad
5-      Please also put into the ad- We also feature: Stunning Canvas Collections , High Level Corporate Framed Portraits  

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE • CHANUKAH GIFT WRAPPING • BEAUTIFUL FRAMES

STUNNING CANVAS COLLECTION • EXCLUSIVE CORPORATE GIFTS

4X6 PHOTOS $5 • 8X10 PHOTOS $10 • 11X14 PHOTOS $15
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EVERYTHING 15% OFF
I t ’ s  t i m e  f o r  o u r  a n n u a l

.......................................
CHANUKAH SALE

*Limited to stock items on shelf  *Excluding sale sets *Does not apply to custom or shipped orders

877.5.LINENS • www.elegantlinen.com

Brooklyn:
5719 New Utrecht Ave.
Hrs: Sun-Thurs 10-6, Fri 10-2, Tue. Till 8
1-718-871-3535

Brooklyn:
1910 Avenue M
Hrs: Sun-Thurs 10:30-6:30 Fri 10-2
718-972-3535

Lakewood:
6776 Rt. 9 S Howell
Hrs: Sun-Thurs 10-6, Fri 10-2
1-732-905-9444

S Pillows
Reg $17.50

SALE: $9.99
Limit 6 per customer

Monogrammed 
Towels

Reg $10

  SALE: $4.99

Gift 
Certificates

A V A I L A B L E

GREAT
GIFT!

WOW! Scented
Slim Sachets

Reg $4

SALE: $2
Reg $99.99

: $49.99
Special
price

Faux Fur Throws
Available in Cream, 

Caramel, Chocolate, Tan

Down Alternative  
Twin

Blue Label Quilts 
Reg $90

Sale: $49.00 

SFERRA Celine
Soft cotton Throw 

Available in a variety of colors 
Reg $90

Sale: $69.99 

New

Location 

Sale Starts 11/19/17

FOR SELECTION, SERVICE AND VALUE. WE’RE LIKE NO OTHER STORE IN TOWN.

Bridal Packages    Dinnerware    Stemware    Flatware for 12 from $489

5002-12TH AVE.  BROOKLYN  NY  11219 (C/O 50TH & NEW UTRECHT AVE.)  718.633.8672
MIKVEH SERVICE AVAILABLE
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Seeing Yad Hashem in Our Lives
ELISHEVA W.

I would like to share an incredible 
hashgacha pratis/neis story that hap-
pened to my family and me just a couple 
of hours ago. 

We were driving on the highway 
on the way home from a nice Motzei 
Shabbos family shopping trip, going at 
regular speed of approximately 55 mph, 
when a car merging onto the highway 
was going so fast that he lost control, 
� ew across the dirt and onto the high-
way directly in front of 
us. My father slammed 
on the breaks and held 
the wheel tight, yet we 
still hit the other car 
three times as he spun 
out of control. All the 
air bags deployed, we 
were shaken up in the 
car, some whiplash, and 
the car � nally stopped. 
I had no idea what had 
happened. I was looking down when 
the collision occurred and before I knew 
it, I was gasping for air. � e fumes from 
the airbags were su� ocating. My glasses 
� ew o�  my face so I couldn’t see any-
thing. When I realized what happened 
and realized I was alive and in one piece 
I quickly checked to make sure my sister 
and parents who were in the car with 
me were all okay. It was frightening and 
I was never in a crash before and had no 
idea what to do next. I opened the car 
door with my father’s instructions and 
we all Baruch HaShem climbed out on 
our own. It is mamash a neis that we are 
all alive! � e car was totaled but we were 
all conscious and walking, a� er being in 
a car crash going at 55 mph. Now that’s 
not the only hashgacha we saw. Right 
before we got onto the highway I asked 
my father if I can drive being that I need 
practice on the highway and don’t drive 
alone on the highway yet. He pulled over 
and was going to switch seats with me 
but instead of taking this opportunity, 
something made me change my mind. I 
don’t know why but I said “no it’s � ne,” I 
was a little nervous, it was late at night. It 
was such hashgacha that I wasn’t driving 
because I probably wouldn’t have known 
what to do. My father is a more experi-
enced driver than I am and since he was 
the driver he didn’t get thrown around as 
much since he was held in by the wheel. 
I am a little younger and can handle be-
ing thrown around a bit. Another amaz-
ing thing is that my brother decided not 
to come with us for some reason. Had 
he come, one of us would have been 
sitting in the middle seat of the middle 
row of the car and may have gone � ying 
through the windshield since that seat 
doesn’t have as secure of a seatbelt. But 

since it was only two of us in the back we 
were each sitting behind another seat.

HaShem is beyond amazing, like no 
words can describe! When we got out 
of the car we all stared at each other 
through the tears; we were ALIVE!!! 
Shivering, I hugged my sister and quick-
ly uttered some tehillim as my father 
called Hatzalah and my mother called 
my aunt. I said mizmor lesodah thank-
ing Hashem for my life, acknowledging 
that He and only He is in control. I say it 

every day in davening 
but now it took on a 
whole new meaning. 
Hatzalah came and 
calmed us down in the 
warmth of the ambu-
lance. Mi keamcha yis-
roel! I never met these 
men before but that 
doesn’t matter, they 
were Jews, our broth-
ers, and so instantly 

we felt more comfortable than before. 
We weren’t alone, Hashem was with 
us and He had sent our brothers  for 
additional support. We felt taken care 
of. � ere is no one like us, the Jewish 
people. I always knew Hatzalah was an 
outstanding organization, but a� er ex-
periencing their care in person I realize 
it so much more. I don’t know who the 
Hatzalah members were but I thank 
them very much. I am now lying in the 
hospital waiting for my X-rays to be 
read. Baruch HaShem I feel � ne bli ayin 
hara. I didn’t want to wait to write this 
since I didn’t want to forget any details.

HaShem showed us tonight just a 
little bit of His hashgacha; He is always 
watching out for us, and for whatever 
reason we had to be in this crash but 
within the crash itself there was tons 
of hashgacha. It was probably even a 
Chessed from HaShem that mine and my 
sister’s glasses � ew o�  (but didn’t crack) 
because this way we weren’t able to see 
what happened and had less trauma. We 
only felt it but didn’t really see it.  And 
Baruch HaShem we were all buckled in.

Thank you HaShem. Thank you. 
� ank you. � ank you. So everyone, 
when we thank HaShem for our lives 
every day in davening, whether by miz-
mor lesodah or modim try to remember 
this story, how my family and I almost 
lost our lives but HaShem did a neis for 
us and we are all here. Concentrate and 
thank HaShem from the bottom of your 
heart that you are alive. I cannot express 
my gratitude to HaShem for this Erev 
Chanukah neis!

May we all continue to see Hashem’s 
hashgacha, not just with the big things 
but also with the “little” things in our 
everyday lives.
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JUST  
REACH 
FOR ITFOR ITFOR ITfor families, women & girlsfor families, women & girlsfor families, women & girls

JANUARY 5-7TH, PARSHAS SHEMOS   
at the Stamford Crowne Plaza  Stamford, CT

JUST 
12th Shabbos of Inspiration

Motzei Shabbos  
Extravaganza with:

Yoni Z Meilech Kohn

Delectable Culinary Concepts:

Join RABBI ZECHARIAH WALLERSTEIN  
and the staff at Ohr Naava

This Year's Featured  
Women Speakers

MRS. JACKIE BITTON  
MRS. JUDY BODNER

REBBETZIN IVY 
KALAZAN  

FOR RESERVATIONS:  718-647-6228  •  WWW.OHRNAAVA.COM  •  INFO@OHRNAAVA.COM

Blockbuster Lineup:
Rabbi Zechariah 

WALLERSTEIN
Rabbi Label  

LAM
Rabbi Tsvi  

SELENGUT
Rabbi Mordechai  

TWERSKI
Mr. Charlie  

HARARY
Rabbi Yisroel  

GROSSBERG
Rabbi S. Binyomin 
GINSBERG

Rabbi Gil  
FRIEMAN

Rabbi Reuven  
EPSTEIN

בס"ד
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845.517.1233 • SellMyMilesNow.com
info@sellmymilesnow.com 

Trade in your  miles for cash to 
get all  those luxuries you've been 

dreaming of! 
Sell My Miles Now offers fast 

payout, customer service and a 
reliable network.

B U Y  M I L E S S E L L  M I L E S

MILES FOR CASH

H O M E A B O U T C O N TA C T

www. s e l l m ym i l e s n ow . c om / d r e am s

850,000 MILES

what will you get?

Got this
with my
miles.

RESERVE NOW! 

603.869.7777 | events@arlingtonnh.com

www.arlingtonnh.com

30 Arlington Street | Bethlehem, NH 03574

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR GROUP RATES

MOUNTAINS
THRILLS
Luxury Accommodations
Kosher Gourmet Food
Live, explore, and enjoy an 
action-packed Arlington experience!

HERE’S TO NEW
ADVENTURES

Shabbaton 

Sheva Broches

Bar & Bat Mitzvah 

Family Reunions

Business Meetings 

Group Getaways

Yeshiva & School 

Overnight Trips 

Open 365 Days a Year!
 Shul and Mikve On Premises 

PLAN YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US

 



EDUCATION & PARENTING 60718.692.1144 | thefjj.comDecember 7, 2017

When reasearchers investigated 
why some children turn out happi-
er, healthier and more successful, 
and had stronger relationships with 
their parents, 10 parental competen-
cies emerged.  We’ve been exploring 
them over the past few weeks, work-
ing our way up from number ten to 
number one.  

To recap, competency number 
ten is keeping your children safe, 
number nine is religious participa-
tion and support, and number eight 
is modeling a healthy lifestyle.  We 
have discovered that the value of 
these three competencies emerges 
from Torah sources as well.

What about the classical parent-
ing technique of rewards and pun-
ishments to get children to behave?  
Where did that come out in the list 
of 10 competencies?  Many par-
ents expect that to be their number 
one role and goal as parents.  The 
research says differently.  It’s only 
number seven.  The study found 
that making extensive use of positive 
rein forcement, and punishing only 

when other methods of managing 
be havior have failed, was important, 
but only seventh on the list.

What does “extensive” mean?  
What are some examples of “positive 
reinforcement?”  What are some ex-
amples of “punishment?”  

The word extend, from which the 
word extensive is derived, means 
to go beyond something.  In this 
case, extensive use of positive rein-
forcement means that noticing and 
acknowledging success should go 
beyond the extent to which you no-
tice and comment on failure.  I cre-
ated the Nachas Notebook™ to help 
parents gain this competency.  Here’s 
how it works.

I would like to give you some 
homework, Doniel and Riva, that I 
think will help you strengthen your 
relationship with your daughter, and 
help her succeed in meeting more of 
your expectations.  I would like each 
of you to buy a new notebook, and on 
the front of each of your notebooks I 
want you to write, “Malka’s Nachas 
Notebook.”  Over the course of this 

coming week, I want each of you to 
make at least two entries in your note-
book for her.  Each entry is to have the 
following two components: one, what 
you saw her do that you considered 
either good or a neutral behavior on 
her part, and two, what you said to 
her to knowledge her success, and 
yes, a neutral behavior is a success.  
What I want you to say to her when 
you acknowledge her success is, “you 
did that so well,” or “you are such a 
good girl.” If you want to add, “I am so 
proud, I am so glad,” that’s fine as long 
as the main message is what she did 
successfully, not how it affected you.  
Please bring your nachas notebooks 
with you next week so we can review 
your homework together.  What do 
you guys think about that?

They not only agreed to do it, they 
did it!  A week later, each of them 
brought in their Nachas Notebook™ 
and we got to relive the nachas they 
had enjoyed during the preceding 
week.  Riva said she really appreci-
ated this assignment because she 
realized that the nachas she was re-
cording in her notebook had been 
there before but she hadn’t noticed 
and relished it up until now.  Doniel 
said he had begun to think of Malka 
differently, now that he was more 
conscious of the things she does well, 
no longer focusing only on what he 
wishes she would do better.

 But what does all of this have to 
do with “extensive use of positive 
rein forcement?”  I’ll let Doniel ex-
plain it.

On Monday evening, Malka saw 
me writing something in a notebook.  
She asked me what I was doing, so 
I explained it to her and I told her 
what I had written. She rolled her 
eyes and walked away.  Tuesday 
night, I made a point of telling her 
what I had written in her Nachas 
Notebook™ and she said, “okay, fine,” 
made a face, and walked away.  I 
figured she was not really enjoying 
hearing the nachas that I had been 
writing about her, so on Wednesday 
and Thursday I didn’t tell her what I 
had written.  Friday night, she came 
over to me with a shy smile and said, 
softly, “Ta, you don’t write those things 
about me anymore in that notebook?”

12-year-old girls rarely say to 
their parents, “thank you so much 
for the extensive use of positive rein-
forcement.  It’s really helping me gain 
confidence and building my self-es-
teem.”  Malka didn’t say that to her 
father, but he got the message.  He 
and Riva were mastering competen-
cy number seven, and already seeing 
how much it helped their child.

What are some examples of pun-
ishment?  How likely is it that pun-
ishment will result in success when 
other methods of managing behavior 
have resulted in failure?  And what’s 
the definition of failure?

G-d willing, next week we’ll see.

RABBI YITZCHAK SHMUEL ACKERMAN, LMHC

Nachas Notes The Science of Parenting, Part 4

Guidance & Support for Parents & Educators

rabbi Yitzchak Shmuel Ackerman, LmHc

718.344.6575

is BH once again available during the day for 
consultation on parenting, relationships, and dating.

Rabbi Yitzchak Shmuel Ackerman, LMHC, 
has been working with parents for over 30 
years.  He can be reached at 718-344-6575. 
Men’s and women’s groups now available.  
Call for details.
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MESIVTA 
Ohr Yisrael

  Voluntary Motzoei Shabbos Seder  

Harav Avraham Nesanel Zucker, ROSH HAYESHIVA    •    Rabbi Raphael Bernstein, MENAHEL 

  Melava Malka Kumzitz  
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Touro College of Dental Medicine Opens 
New State-of-the-Art Dental Health Facility 

A brand new 32,000-square-
foot oral health facility opened in 
Hawthorne, N.Y., Dr. Alan Kadish, 
President and CEO of the Touro 
College and University System, 
and Dr. Mark Hasten, Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees, announced 
today. The facility will be known 
as Touro Dental Health, the ed-
ucational training facility of the 
Touro College of Dental Medicine 
(TouroCDM) at New York Medical 
College. 

“Touro College of Dental 
Medicine has had an outstanding 
start. We are thrilled to be opening 
the state-of-the-art facility which 
will serve as the advanced educa-
tional training platform for our stu-
dents as they immerse themselves in 
clinical dentistry,” said Alan Kadish, 
M.D., president of Touro College 
and University System. “� e open-
ing of Touro Dental Health is an 
important milestone for both the 
school and the community.

Located on the campus of New 
York Medical College, in an iconic 
steel and glass building at 19 Skyline 

Drive in Hawthorne, N.Y., this for-
mer IBM Research facility has been 
transformed into a modern, dental 
treatment center that will educate the 
students and bring comprehensive, 
a� ordable care to the residents of the 
lower Hudson Valley, Westchester 
County, and the metropolitan New 
York City area. 

“Opening an oral health care fa-
cility of this magnitude and quality 
will ensure access to care for under-
served populations and others in the 
community who seek quality, low 
cost dental care,” said Ronnie Myers, 
D.D.S, Dean of TouroCDM, and a 
Westchester resident. 

Each of the 81 dental treatment 
stations at Touro Dental Health has 
been uniquely designed to utilize the 
most advanced breakthrough den-
tal technologies, including digital 
impressions, digital treatment plan-
ning, 3D imaging, guided implant 
surgery and endodontic microscopy. 

“An enormous amount of plan-
ning has gone into the design and 
execution of our new facility. We 
were able to create an environment 

that redefines the 
training of future 
dental professionals”, 
said Edward Farkas, 
D.D.S., Vice Dean of 
the TouroCDM. “� e 
digital technology 
used at Touro Dental 
Health will o� er our patients preci-
sion, comfort, and e�  ciency in their 
treatments. With the help of all those 
who participated in the process, we 
are realizing our commitment to the 
school’s mission to ‘educate outstand-
ing dental professionals…who will 
return to their diverse communities 
and provide outstanding service with 
integrity, compassion, and empathy’ 
and we are sincerely grateful.”

As the practical training facili-
ty for the Touro College of Dental 
Medicine at New York Medical 
College, this facility will o� er com-
prehensive services ranging from 
basic dental exams and preventative 
care for seniors, adults and children.  
Cosmetic dentistry, advanced dental 
reconstruction and TMJ diagnosis 
and treatment will be provided as 
well. 

“Touro’s experienced and world-
class professional faculty will work 
alongside our dentists-in-training, 
ensuring that the highest level of 
care is being delivered. Patients will 
receive direct bene� ts from this fac-
ulty-student collaboration, as well as 
signi� cant cost savings,” continued 
Dr. Farkas.

The opening of Touro Dental 
Health is a part of the College’s mis-
sion to improve the oral health care 
delivery network in New York State, 
where the population has grown 
by 4.5 million people since the last 
dental school opened nearly 50 years 
ago. According to a 2015 survey 
published by the American Dental 
Association Health Policy Institute 
and Families USA, 26 percent of 
New Yorkers are not getting the oral 
health services they need because of 
“trouble � nding a dentist” – a rate 
signi� cantly above the national aver-
age of 15 percent. A number of fac-
tors including Medicaid and insur-
ance coverage limitations, a shortage 
of providers in many communities, 
and challenges with mobility and 
transportation pose formidable bar-
riers, especially among seniors who 
typically have more dental needs.

Touro Dental Health will be-
gin treating patients in January 
of 2018. Appointments are avail-
able from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through � ursday, and can 
be scheduled beginning December 
1, by calling Touro Dental Health 
at 914-594-2700, or by emailing 
dentalhealth@touro.edu  

Further information is available at 
dentalhealth.touro.edu

The Touro College and 
University System

Touro is a system of non-profit 
institutions of higher and profes-
sional education. Touro College 
was chartered in 1970 primarily 
to enrich the Jewish heritage, and 
to serve the larger American and 
global community. Approximately 
18,000 students are currently en-
rolled in its various schools and di-
visions. Touro College has 29 branch 
campuses, locations and instruc-
tional sites in the New York area, 
as well as branch campuses and 
programs in Berlin, Jerusalem and 
Moscow. New York Medical College; 
Touro University California and 
its Nevada branch campus; Touro 
University Worldwide and its Touro 
College Los Angeles division; as well 
as Hebrew Theological College in 
Skokie, Ill. are separately accredited 
institutions within the Touro College 
and University System. For further 
information on Touro College, 
please visit www.touro.edu/news.

Touro College of 
Dental Medicine

� e mission of the Touro College of 
Dental Medicine at New York Medical 
College is to graduate outstanding 
dental professionals who will utilize 
a complex knowledge base and so-
phisticated perceptual skills to deliver 
excellent health care service to their 
diverse communities with integrity, 
compassion, and empathy. � e school 
is dedicated to conducting important 
educational and clinical research, 
while providing excellent dental 
health services to the public.

ד"סב 	

The Brooklyn Seminary 

Open House 
The Brooklyn Seminary invites 12th grade 

students, mothers, and alumni to a                   
get-together/Open House. 

When: Monday, December 11th 2017, ולסכב ג"כ , 

7:30 pm – 8:30 pm 

Where: At the home of Mr. and Mrs. Inzlicht 
1076 East 4th Street (Between Avenue I and J) 

   

Mrs. Y. Davidovits                    Mrs. R. Zimmerman 
תלהנמ                                       Director 
 

Earn up to 40 college credits in a Bais Yaakov 
environment. 

Scholarships available. 
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Prepare for your future at
Lander College of Arts and Sciences in Flatbush

The School for Women

Touro is an equal opportunity institution. For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement, visit: www.touro.edu  MONEY is a registered trademark of Time Inc. and is used under license.  From MONEY Magazine, ©2017 Time Inc.   

Used under license.  MONEY and Time Inc. are not affiliated with, and do not endorse products or services of Touro College. *Touro College was named #1 in the Value-Added all star category.

SEPARATE MEN’S AND WOMEN’S SCHOOLS
1602 Avenue J (East 16th Street), Brooklyn
las.touro.edu | 718.252.7800

DISCOVER LANDER COLLEGE IN FLATBUSH. Learn about our 

25 majors and pre-professional options, diverse honors programs, joint 

bachelor’s-master’s programs, the Touro Israel Option, and financial aid and 

scholarship opportunities. Application fee waived for Open House attendees.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Contact Mrs. Shirin Siony at 718.252.7800 ext. 59234 or  
shirin.siony@touro.edu • To learn more visit las.touro.edu

Join us for an
OPEN HOUSE

for Women
Sunday, Dec. 10th
12:45-3:15 pm
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Paying it Forward
IGOR ZAYTSEV

I was invited by Rabbi Katzin to join a RAJE trip Shabbaton in 
Jerusalem. My wife and I were in Israel, for Shana Rishona in a learning 
program for young couples in Shapell’s & Midreshet Rachel.

As I walked into the dining room, I took a moment to re� ect on the 
panoramic view of my journey to where I am today. Just a few years ago, 
I was a RAJE student just like them, a Russian Jew with little knowledge 
about Torah and Mitzvos.

At RAJE I learned from outstanding Rabbis, educators, and successful 
lay leaders who candidly spoke about Torah Judaism and the assimilation 
threatening American Jewry. I was presented with the unique opportu-
nity to be a leader in my community or be a statistic in a study. I went to 
Machon Yaakov yeshiva in Jerusalem and returned to serve as a mentor 
at RAJE. 

I have tremendous gratitude to the people of RAJE who believed in 
me, inspired me, and supported me as I grew in my Torah observance 
and connection to Israel and the Jewish People. As I pay it forward, I am 
able to have an impact on shaping the next generation of leaders. 

RAJE is an organization that reaches out to young Russian Jews and 
inspires them through cutting edge Torah learning, Shabbatons and trips to 
Israel. For information email outreachisalltheraje@gmail.com.

    Outreach is all the    Outreach is all the PARENTING by the Parsha
RABBI ARI NEUWIRTH, 

MENAHEL MESIVTA DERECH HATORAH, WITH PERMISSION FROM MENUCHA PUBLISHERS

Parashas Vayeishev  AUTHENTIC UPBRINGING
In this week’s parashah, we 

learn about Yosef and Potifar’s 
wife. How did Yosef manage? 
How can it be that a seven-
teen-year-old boy, away from his 
family and all family influence, 
immersed in the decadence of 
Egyptian society, was able to re-
sist temptation? 

� e Gemara elaborates that the 
image of his father in the window 
told him, “Yosef, in the future your 
brethren will want to inscribe your 
name among the stones of the 
Ephod worn by the kohen gadol, 
together with the names of the 
other shevatim. Do you want to 
do something that will cause your 
name to be erased from among 
the names of my other sons?” � is 
vision was able to hold Yosef back 
just as he was about to yield to 
temptation (Sotah 36b).

In his sefer Emes L’Yaakov, Rav 
Yaakov Kamenetsky zt"l, makes a 

beautiful observation. � is image 
only works if the father is chashuv
in the eyes of his children. If a 
child does not consider his father 
chashuv, he will never look up to 
him. 

� e Gemara states, “If a teach-
er appears in stature as a malach
of Hashem, then one seeks the 
words of Torah from his mouth” 
(Chagigah 15b). Similarly, if a fa-
ther appears in stature to his chil-
dren like a malach of Hashem, he 
will be able to have an in� uence 
on them.

This is one of the founda-
tions of raising children. When 
a child’s training and upbringing 
are such that even if he has long 
been separated from his home 
and even if he is lost in a far-
away country, his father’s influ-
ence will still guide him toward 
moral rectitude. This is the ideal 
Yiddishe upbringing.

 

 

COGNITIVE BEHAVIORAL THERAPY (CBT) 
COACHING DIPLOMA AND CERTIFICATION 

 

Professor Rabbi Joshua Ritchie, MD, Dean 
 

  

 

Learn Powerful Professional and Personal 
Coaching and Counseling Skills 

Become a Certified 

CBT COACH 
Cognitive Behavioral Therapeutic Coaching,  

Earn your CBT Coach Diploma and Certification  
with workshops and supervised practice sessions  

by live interactive telephone conference or video conference 

Program starts December 10th 
Call us to learn more  

REFUAH INSTITUTE 

9613-593-6Telephone: 64 
You can speak with us Sunday – Thursday 

4:00 A.M. – 11:00 A.M EST, or leave a message anytime 
Email: refuahoffice@gmail.com, www.refuah.net 

 

ספרי תורה מוכנים לסיום וגם לפי הזמנה
כתב בית יוסף • ארי ז"ל • ספרדי
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Mesivta Yam Hatorah-The Menahel’s Point of View
RABBI ELI ZOLDAN

During our recent parent teacher conference, I was approached by a 9th grade 
parent who said to me, “what did you do to my son?” � e parent continued, “I 
have never seen him this happy or this devoted to school. He is doing shnaim 
mikrah every Shabbos as well as reviewing Gemara nightly. He loves school.” 

We tend to believe that a student needs to love school to succeed.  � roughout 
my years in chinuch, I have discovered that the opposite is true. A student needs to 
succeed in order to love school. 

In the same vein, a student needs to feel successful in Gemara to love learn-
ing Gemara. Our limudei kodesh department is designed to facilitate this love of 
learning. First and foremost, the students are taught by warm and caring Rabbeim, 
who live by the principle that students need to know that you care in order for 
them to care to know what you are teaching. In our Mussar and Hashkafa shiurim, 
students are taught about middos through the viewpoint that each of us is created 
in the image of Hashem. Our “G-dliness” requires a higher ethical standard and 
moral behavior. � ey are taught how to have a relationship with Hashem, through 
the understanding of the power of Bitachon and Hashgocha Pratis.  

In Iyun shiur, the Rabbeim encourage the students to participate and o� er their 
own unique understanding. Students are constantly shown how their thoughts 
and analysis are discussed by the rishonim and achronim. Seeing this, results in 
a deeper love and appreciation for Gemara. � e Bekius shiurim place a strong 
emphasis on students learning how to make a leining of the Gemara on their own. 
� e goal is that every boy should leave the mesivta able to open any Gemara and 
be able to read Gemara, Rashi and Tosfos on their own. � is is ensured through 
a daily Chavrusa program that has the students honing their reading skills daily.  

So when a parent asks me, “What did you do to my son?” � e answer is simple: 
We gave him an opportunity to see his own strengths. We gave him an environ-
ment where he feels valued. And we showed him that he can be a leader in Klal 
Yisroel. 

For more information join us at our Open House/Melave Malka,  December 
9th, 8:15 p.m., at our Bais Medrash Campus, 1213 Bay 25th street, Far Rockaway NY 
11691 or contact us at 718-471-7471 or by email:  mesivtayamhatorah@gmail.com 

Yeshiva Ateres Shmuel Hosts Symposium on Reaching Teens in Today’s World
SANDY ELLER

It will be an evening of enlight-
enment on Sunday, December 
10th as Yeshiva Ateres Shmuel 
of Waterbury hosts a commu-
nity-wide forum titled Reaching 
Today’s Teenagers.  Taking place 
at the Agudah of Avenue L at 8:30 
PM, the symposium is open to both 
men and women will feature Rabbi 
Elya Brudny, Rosh Yeshiva at the 
Mirrer Yeshiva, Rabbi Moshe Tuvia 
Lieff, Morah D’Asra of Agudath 
Israel Bais Binyomin, Rabbi Aharon 
Kaufman, Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshiva 
Ateres Shmuel and Rabbi Doniel 
Kalish, Menahel of Mesivta Ateres 
Shmuel.

Having established itself as a pre-
mier Torah high school that envel-
ops talmidim with love while imbu-
ing them with self-esteem, Mesivta 
Ateres Shmuel has been thriving 
in its new sprawling campus in 
Durham, Connecticut.  In an exclu-
sive FJJ interview, Rabbi Kaufman 
speaks about his preventive meth-
odology whose proven track record 
has inspired countless students to 

believe in themselves as the first 
steps to success, both in yeshiva and 
beyond.

Flatbush Jewish Journal:  What 
kind of boys would benefit from 
your methodology?

Rabbi Aharon Kaufman:  Our 
yeshiva’s expertise is taking boys 
who are � oating through the system, 
or even falling out of the system 
and keeping them engaged and our 
success rate is very high.  � e same 
approach that we use works for all 
teenagers, even those who are doing 
extremely well.

FJJ:  What do you � nd is the best 
way to reach your talmidim?

RAK:  It really comes down to 
understanding that chinuch for teens 
is very di� erent than chinuch for ele-
mentary school students.  I think the 
biggest challenge that parents face 
is that they may have trained their 
child one way but as they become 
adults, everything shifts and the 
methodology has to shi�  as well.

FJJ: In what way?
RAK:  With younger children 

everything is about rules and 

regulation and it has to be that way.  
� at approach works well because in 
elementary school, children are very 
accepting and they have fewer out-
side in� uences. But as they get old-
er, children want to become more 
independent so at that stage, the 
key is understanding that chinuch
becomes relationship based and not 
rule based.

FJJ:  Do you � nd that teenag-
ers today have the solid relation-
ships that are so important to their 
growth?

RAK:  I think that what our so-
ciety su� ers from most is a lack of 
relationships. Parents are so busy 
with work and responsibilities and 
today, with cell phones, kids don’t 
even have solid relationships with 
their own friends.   Because of that 
lack, everything becomes more sys-
tematic and high school chinuch
has become more focused on rules 
and regulations which just doesn’t 
work well with teens.

FJJ: How does Mesivta Ateres 
Shmuel address that problem?

RAK:  Our mossad is built on 
relationships, which start with re-
spect.  You can’t have a relation-
ship without respect. If you respect 
your talmidim, then they respect 
you and ultimately they come to 
respect themselves as well.   Once 
that happens, they will thrive and 
do whatever they can to be suc-
cessful. Ultimately it is all about 
having a boy really being true and 
comfortable with himself and a� er 
that, he can really go far, something 
we have seen time and time again in 
our yeshiva.

Rabbi Avram Pollak, Rosh Mesivta • Rabbi Eli Zoldan, Menahel 
• Rabbi Nachum Dinowitz, Principal

YAM HATORAH
Open House/Melave Malka

Motzei Shabbos, December 9th at 8:15 PM
At Our Bais Medrash

1213 Bay 25th St., Far Rockaway, NY 
2716 Healy Avenue • Far Rockaway, NY 11691 • 718.471.7471 • MesivtaYamHatorah@gmail.com

Challenging Iyun Shiurim

Strong Bekius Program

S.A.T. PREP

Stimulating Electives

Major Trips

Football and Basketball 

Satisfied Students (Happy Parents!) 

Mussar and Shmuessen

Mashgiach Ruchani

Advanced General Studies Curriculum

WELCOME TO A NEW CLASS OF MESIVTA
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Why Do I Want It?
RABBI ABRAHAM J. TWERSKI M.D., WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

AN UPBEAT AND UPLIFTING LIFE 
CAN BE YOURS

To be motivated, you have to 
know what you want, why you want 
it, and how you can get it.

We must give much thought to 
what we want. A small child may 
say that he wants candy or a toy. A 
mature person should ponder upon 
what one wants for the long term, 
rather than for a fleeting moment 
of pleasure. One must focus on 
what is really important in one’s 
life.

Then we must think, Why do I 
want it? This is crucial, because it 
will determine how much effort 
we are willing to invest. If we are 
asked, “Do you want shalom bay-
is?” we will say, “Of course.” But if 
people think about why they want 
shalom bayis, they may come up 
with different answers. If it is be-
cause a peaceful home is pleasant, 
then the person might feel that it 
is more important to feel that he 
or she is the boss in the house, and 
the desire to wield power might 
override the desire for a peaceful 
home. The latter desire conflicts 

with the desire for shalom bayis. 
On the other hand, if one thinks, 
I want shalom bayis because that is 
a Torah goal, and shalom bayis will 
provide happiness for all members of 
the family, and will give my children 
the feeling of security they need in 
order to be emotionally healthy and 
successful, that person has found a  
reason that can withstand a con-
flicting desire.

Once we know what we want 
and why we want it, we must con-
sider how to go about getting it. 
Refusing to be flexible, to insist, “I 
am always right,” and “things must 
be done only the way I want them 
done” is not the way to have shalom 
bayis. If we realize that to attain 
shalom bayis we must be sensitive 
to another person’s feelings and be 
considerate of the other person, 
that we must exercise patience and 
control our anger, that is how we 
can achieve shalom bayis. If we re-
alize that giving is more important 
than getting, that is how we can 
enjoy shalom bayis.

Obviously, one must be honest 
with oneself. Lying to another per-
son is wrong. Lying to yourself is 
simply stupid. With an honest and 
a realistic approach to what you 
want, why you want it, and how you 
plan to get it, you can be motivated 
to change and to improve your life.

Choices
Motivation may be affected by 

choice. If we cannot choose to do 
something, we cannot possibly be 
motivated to do it. Obviously, there 
are circumstances that are beyond 
our control, but we nevertheless 
have a choice regarding how we 
react to them.

Heshy and Shalom both live on 
the outskirts of town, and it takes 
one and a half hours to drive into 
town during rush hour. Neither 
Heshy nor Shalom enjoys the con-
gested roads during his commute.

Heshy decides to avoid the traf-
fic jams. He starts his drive at 5 
a.m., before there is much traffic, 
and makes the trip in forty min-
utes. He joins a minyan near his of-
fice and has time to hear a Gemara 
shiur before heading to work.

Shalom complains that the 
traffic situation is ridiculous, and 
that the city should do something 
about it. “I don’t have to wake up 
in the middle of the night because 
of the terrible traffic,” he grumbles. 
Shalom leaves for work at 7:30, is 
caught in heavy traffic, and gripes 
about it all day.

Neither person can change 
the reality of the daily commute, 
but Heshy has decided to make a 
change in himself and start out 
earlier to avoid the rush hour traf-
fic, while Shalom’s grumbling does 

nothing but make him grouchy ev-
ery day.

This is a prototype. Complaining 
about reality achieves nothing, but 
we can make changes in ourselves.

Similarly, David and Yisrael 
have worked for the same firm for 
20 years. The firm is downsizing 
and their jobs are being phased out.

David immediately begins to 
consider his options. He sends his 
resume to competitive firms, signs 
up with a headhunter, and consid-
ers using his skills to go into busi-
ness for himself.

Yisrael complains that it is total-
ly unfair to be thrown out of a job 
after 20 years of loyal work. He is 
angry and depressed, and his atti-
tude precludes taking positive ac-
tion. He makes no effort to begin a 
search for a new position, but sulks 
at his desk until his job is terminat-
ed. Then he stands on the unem-
ployment line, angry at the world.

Yisrael may feel that he is the 
victim of injustice, but this at-
titude gets him nowhere, while 
David makes every effort to live 
productively.

Resilience is the word; and one 
of the reasons Klal Yisrael has sur-
vived repeated persecutions and 
disasters is that we are resilient. 
The destruction of the chief cen-
ters of Torah learning during the 
Holocaust did not destroy Torah. 
We now have more yeshivos and 
Torah students than ever before.

What is true of us as a nation 
can be true of the individual. If we 
are resilient, we can adjust to the 
most difficult circumstances.

 

STEVEN H. BLOBSTEIN, M.D., Ph.D., PLLC. 
Diplomate American Board of Dermatology 

Dermatology and Dermatologic Surgery 
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•MEDICARE •CIGNA •AETNA •BLUE CROSS HMO and PPO  

•HIP PRIME •UNITED HEALTHCARE COMMERCIAL PLANS 

We offer convenient Sunday and evening appointments. 

  ACCESSMATTERS 
 

Yad HaChazakah- The Jewish Disability Empowerment Center, led by and 
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disabilities in order to form... 
 

TASK FORCES   
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IN TORAH OBSERVANT COMMUNITIES: 
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 Disability Resource  and Access Information 
 Advocacy 
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Visit:  www.YadEmpowers.org 
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Social Pressure
An elderly man and his son 

were traveling their donkey. As 
they walked through a village, 
the man was leading the donkey 
while the boy walked behind. 
� e townspeople said the old 
man was a fool for not riding, so 
to please them he climbed up on 
the animal’s back. 

When they came to the next 
village, the people said the old 
man was cruel to let the child 
walk while he enjoyed the ride. 
So, to please them, he got o�  
and set the boy up top. � ey 
continued on their way until 
they came to a third village 
where people accused the child 
of being lazy for making the old 
man walk. � e suggestion was 
made that they both ride. So the 
man climbed on and they set o�  
again. In the fourth village, the 
townspeople were indignant at 
the cruelty to the donkey be-
cause he was made to carry two 
people. � e frustrated man was 
last seen carrying his donkey 
down the road. 

Everybody has good ideas 
but there is no way to please all 
of the people, all of the time. If 
we try to do everything other 
people expect us to do, we can 
easily become frustrated and 
confused. � at’s why we need 
to remember that what is most 
important is to have trusted ad-
visors – preferably parents and 
family who, in the end, are the 
only ones who know us, love 
us and have our best interest in 
mind. � ink about it and see 
that it is true – in the vast major-
ity of cases, when tragedy strikes 
or we really need help, it is our 
parents and family that we turn 
to, nobody else. Why wait until 
we are desperate? 

� e phenomenon of trying 
to bend ourselves to conform 
to the expectation of others is 

called peer pressure or social 
pressure. � is refers to the direct 
in� uence that other people have 
on our own opinions, attitudes 
and behaviors. It is the process 
of conforming to a norm im-
posed by individuals or a group. 

Peer pressure is only natural. 
� e Rambam (1135-1204) dis-
cusses the concept and suggests 
that a person attach him-or-her-
self to positive role models and 
join groups who will help shape 
them into the person they want 
to be.

Imitation is a primary way 
that children learn; they pick 
up skills and develop behaviors 
based on what they see around 
them. Children are always 
searching for clues about who 
they are and where they � t in to 
the world. � e actions, values 
and beliefs of others tell them 
what they should do. Children 
are aware of their position from 
a young age. � eir instinct is to 
defer to adults for their judg-
ments and opinions. 

It is important to pay atten-
tion to others and to try to � t 
in. But this can come at a cost. 
History is replete with examples 
of how societies were led astray 
by maniacal leaders who mold-
ed a nation into conformity at 
the expense of free individual 
choice to make moral decisions 
and to do what the individual 
perceives as right. � e results 
were o� en a betrayal of all de-
cency, morality and righteous-
ness.  � at is the risk that we 
run when we succumb to social 
pressure at the expense of what 
we know is right for us.  

Conformity is a useful tool 
to keep people moving in the 
right direction. But it must be 
balanced with critical thinking. 
Because sometimes what is good 
for the group is not right for you. 

Functional Psychology
DR. YAAKOV SIEGEL

Dr. Yaakov Siegel, is a licensed psychologist specializing in addictions. He practices in Brooklyn, 
NY and Lakewood, NJ. He has held positions in Federal and State institutions providing clinical ser-
vices and psychological assessment. For 6 years, he served as clinical coordinator for a 160-bed 
addiction center where, in addition to treating patients, he supervised and trained clinical sta� .
Dr. Siegel can be reached at 732-806-1513 or www.siegelpsychological.com
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Your Child Has Coronavirus. Now What?

SUE HUBBARD, M.D.

Coronavirus is here. Does that worry you? It 
is causing a lot of concern among mothers in my 
practice and community, as they are posting “my 
son has coronavirus” on social media. Of course, 
that leads to a Google search; and the next thing 
you know I have parents calling concerned about 
SARS (a rare complication). 

Coronavirus (which is named for the crown-
like shape of the viral particles under a microscope) 
is just another fall and winter virus that typically 
causes cold-like symptoms with a scratchy throat, 
congestion, a runny nose and a cough. It may also 
cause several days of fever. Coronavirus “acts” like 
many of the other viruses that we are seeing now, 
including rhinovirus and parain� uenza. 

While most everyone gets a coronavirus infec-
tion in their lifetime, knowing the name of the vi-
rus really doesn’t change anything about the treat-
ment. Having your child’s nose or throat swabbed 

and sent for a fairly expensive test so that “you may 
have peace of mind” does not dictate any di� erent 
treatment than that of any other respiratory virus.  
Symptomatic relief has been the advice for treating 
all of these upper respiratory infections, long before 
we could test for them in an o�  ce setting.  

How do you treat it? Treat the fever, if there 
is one, and do not send your child to daycare or 
school until they have been fever-free for 24 hours. 
(You also need to stay home if you have a fever.) Use 
over-the-counter saline nose drops to help suction 

your child’s nose or to help thin the mucous so that 
they can “blow” more e� ectively. Take a steamy 
shower to relieve the congestion and loosen the 
cough. Use a cool mist humidi� er in your child’s 
room (especially if you have the heat running). 
Make sure to teach your children how to “cough 
into their elbow” rather than their hands.  

I am continuing to hold a lot of hands as par-
ents worry about all of these di� erent respiratory 
viruses, but naming them is not going to change 
treatment in the otherwise healthy child. Making 
sure your child washes their hands, and try to teach 
your older children to keep their hands away from 
their eyes, nose and mouth will serve you better 
than worrying about which virus they may have 
been exposed to.  

In the case of any illness, if you become con-
cerned about respiratory distress and how your 
child is breathing, you need to place an immediate 
call to your pediatrician or a visit the ER. Do not be 
so concerned about naming the illness. 

Crohn’s Disease Worsens Without Treatment

SHABANA PASHA, M.D.,   
GASTROENTEROLOGY AND HEPATOLOGY

Q: My daughter is 19 and was 
recently diagnosed with Crohn’s 
disease. What is considered a 
flare-up? Her symptoms seem 
to be quite mild so far. Is it 
possible that this will continue, 
or do they usually worsen with 
time?

A: Crohn’s disease is a long-
term condition that causes in-
flammation of the digestive tract 
lining. This inflammation can 
involve any part of the digestive 
tract, but it’s most common in 
the lower portion of the small in-
testine and in the large intestine. 
Unlike ulcerative colitis (an-
other inflammatory condition), 

Crohn’s disease usually affects 
the entire thickness of the bowel 
wall.

People with Crohn’s disease 
typically have intermittent symp-
toms due to active inflammation. 
These are called flares. The flares 
usually alternate with periods of 
remission when there’s no ac-
tive inflammation or symptoms. 
A flare may happen if a person 
with Crohn’s disease doesn’t take 
medication as prescribed, devel-
ops certain infections, receives 
antibiotics, or takes pain med-
ications, including aspirin and 
nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory 
drugs such as ibuprofen and 
naproxen. Stress also may trigger 
a flare and result in symptoms of 
Crohn’s disease becoming worse. 

The most common symptoms 
of a flare are abdominal pain 
and diarrhea. Other symptoms 
include, nausea and vomiting, 
weight loss, fever, fatigue, and 
pain. People with Crohn’s disease 
may experience additional symp-
toms such as joint pains, painful 
red eyes or a skin rash. During a 
flare, symptoms can range from 

mild to severe, depending upon 
location of disease, length of the 
intestine involved and the degree 
of underlying inflammation. 
Those with early or mild disease 
usually have milder symptoms.  

In the absence of treatment, 
Crohn’s disease usually tends 
to get worse over time and may 
result in serious complications. 
There’s also a risk of life-threat-
ening complications, such as a 
bowel tear or perforation.

People diagnosed with 
Crohn’s disease in childhood or 
adolescence are at an increased 
risk of flares and disease progres-
sion. Smoking increases the risk 
of developing Crohn’s disease, 
leads to frequent flares and dis-
ease progression, and makes the 
need for surgery due to Crohn’s 
disease more likely.

Without proper treatment, 
most people with Crohn’s disease 
eventually require surgery for 
disease-related complications. 
Surgery does not cure the dis-
ease, however, as Crohn’s often 
returns in the remaining part of 
the intestine. Although there is 

no cure, there are medications 
that can reduce inflammation, 
improve quality of life, avoid 
complications and prevent sur-
gery. The goal of medical treat-
ment is to prevent disease flares 
and maintain remission. The 
medications currently available 
are aminosalicylates, steroids, 
immunosuppressant agents and 
biologics.

Physicians use a combination 
of symptoms, lab tests, endosco-
py and imaging exams to eval-
uate the disease and decide on 
the treatment that’s best for each 
individual.  Medical therapy for 
Crohn’s disease often has to be 
taken for life. If flares continue, 
the physician may change med-
ication dosages or recommend 
switching to a different medi-
cation. In addition to medical 
treatment, a healthy lifestyle, 
regular exercise, not smoking, 
yoga and meditation also may be 
beneficial in the management of 
Crohn’s disease. 

CREDIT: DREAMSTIME.COM

(Dr. Sue Hubbard is an award-winning pediatrician, medical editor and 
media host. Submit questions at http://www.kidsdr.com.)  
(c) 2017, kidsdr.com.  
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC. www.kidsdr.com

Mayo Clinic Q & A is an educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical care. E-mail a 
question to MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For more 
information, visit www.mayoclinic.org.  
(c) 2017 Mayo Foundation For Medical Education 
And Research.  
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC. All 
Rights Reserved. 
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The “Stop The Talking In Shul Movement” has attained global acclaim for 
its legendary activities to spread and enhance Kevod Bais Hakneses. Through 
its efforts, thousands of individuals in hundreds of shuls around the world have 
undertaken not to talk during davening and increase their devotion to heartfelt 
tefillah. Roshei Yeshiva and Rabbonim have praised the movement’s efforts and 
the success of its work.

Not resting on its laurels, the movement has undertaken a new initiative – shuls 
that will join across the country – those who pledge to uphold the standards that 
have become the mission of the movement. The shuls will be named Heichal 
Tosfos Yom Tov, perpetuating the name and legacy of the Tosfos Yom Tov, zt”l, 
whose famed mishubeirach and message of No Talking in Shul has become the 

stuff of legends. 
The first of these shuls is Khal Ben Avrohom Minsk in Boro Park, under 

the leadership of its esteemed Rov, HoRav Yisroel Wosner, shlita. The name 
Heichal Tosfos Yom Tov has been added to its name in recognition of its 

devotion to proper tefillah. For over a decade, this 
shul has been exemplary in its lofty levels of tefillah.

One of the leaders of the Beis Medrash was asked 
to explain his feelings of the project. He said “it’s a 
gevaldike project, with profound repercussions. Our 
Rov has been following this derech for many years, 
under the inspiration of his zaide, Rav Wosner, who 
felt strongly about this issue. In fact, his grandfather 
once told him that if there is ever talking in his shul, 
he must close down the shul.” He continued “At 
the opening Shabbos of the shul some 15 years 
ago, the Rov gave a drasha explaining the strict no 
talking policy of the shul, which in effect has become 
the essence of the shul. The drasha focused on the 
brocha for those who are ‘bo’im b’sochom l’hispallel’, 
why do they deserve a special brocha? The answer 
is that the brocha comes because they attend shul 
only to daven, not to talk, which is the source of their 
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reward.” Finally he explained that his mispallelim “have great comradery among 
themselves, because the policy is instituted with respect and pleasantness. The 
Rov doesn’t give a drosho Shabbos morning, to prevent a long and drawn out 
davening. By following halacha, members of the Kehillah have Boruch Hashem 
seen many brochos and great success in parnassah, shidduchim, and health, as 
promised in the Misheberach of the Tosfos Yom Tov.” 

A leader of the Stop the Talking in Shul movement commented “this shul is the 
model of what is to come, and the engine that will energize the establishment of 
such shuls throughout the country. Khal Ben Avrohom Heichal Tosfos Yom Tov 
shows how regular people can raise themselves to a lofty level of proper 
davening and decorum in shul. Adding the Tosfos Yom Tov name has 
helped bring that great Tzaddik’s brochos and spirit into the shul. Our 
hope is that every shul will emulate their great example and commit to 
reestablishing their shul in this manner.

There are Boruch Hashem many shuls in our neighborhoods that adhere to 
the strictest levels of no talking in shul - they are models of  affinity to halacha 
and inspiration to others. Our movement seeks to emulate the Rabbonim and 
Mispalelim of those shuls, by replicating their model throughout the world.

Mispalelim in existing shuls may want to add the Heichal Tosfos Yom Tov name, 
for recognition of the principles and to welcome additional like minded members. 
Others may wish to initiate the development of new shuls loyal to this important 
cause. All are advised to ask their Rov and Daas Torah as to how to properly 
establish this derech. The following are suggested bi-laws for shuls to institute, 
ones that have proven successful in many existing shuls: 

1.  Absolutely no talking during the entire davening.

2.  Absolutely no talking during laining, including bein gavra L’gavra.

3.  Appoint gabo’im who in a pleasant way will help maintain the quiet.

4.  The Tosfos Yom Tov mishubeirach should be said every Shabbos.

5.  Length of davening should be minimized, to ensure proper decorum. 

6.  Signs should be posted in shul announcing the No Talking policy.

7.  Kiddushim should not be brought into shul until after the entire davening.

8.  Implement steady Shiurim on pirush ha-tefillah and kavonos ha-tefillah.

FOR ASSISTANCE, GUIDANCE, & AVAILABLE SPEAKERS ON THIS 
IMPORTANT TOPIC, PLEASE EMAIL STOPTHETALKING@GMAIL.COM

It is painful to see that people “play with fire” by talking during davening. There 
are great yeshuos guaranteed for those who keep quiet; it is the hope of the Stop 
the Talking in Shul movement that all shuls throughout the country and througout 
the world are zoche to join this movement and live its message.

בתי כנסיות
היכל תוספות יום טוב
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Askanim at Schwartz's

At Kollel Zichron Avner

At the Sasregen Melave Malka PHOTOS AARON AKSELRUD

At a Recent Giggl Party

At the Bar Mitzvah of Mordechai Leiman

At the Tessler Bris

At the Agudath Israel Mental Health Conference

Askanim in South Africa

At the Rubin Bris At the Selengut - 
Mendlowitz Wedding

At the Flatbush Parlor Meeting for 
Yeshiva Shaar Hatorah

At the Bris of Noam Ephraim Nafisi

Hanochas Tefillin of Avigdor Saftlas
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Kedushas Tefillin in Mirrer Yeshiva Ketana

Yair Kenig with Benny 
Friedman at a Wedding

Askonim at Avos Ubonim

Bikur Cholim Honors  
Nachum Weingarten

Binyamin Elefant Speaking to 
Rav Mottel Dick in Learning

Boruch Zidele on Flight 
to EY for his Bar Mitzvah

Benny Friedman Visiting the Misameach Family Center

Siyum Maseches Makkos by Yitzchok Deitel at the Morning Daf Yomi in Khal Bais Ephraim

Askanim in Yerushalayim

In & Around BJX

R' Moshe Strimber's Daf Yomi Siyum Maseches Makkos Rabbi Kenneth Auman Learning 
With his Grandson in Cincinnati

Yartzeit Seuda for The Bas Ayin at Bais Mordechai Dbertch of Marine Park

Hanochas Tefillin of Aryeh Zvi MinzerR' Yosef Hakohen With  
Chazan Helfgott & Chazan Muller
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Mesivta Entrance Exam in Yeshiva Torah Temimah

At the Bris of Nutta Moshe Hakohen Fink

Rabbi Deutch Speaking at Mesivta Shaarei Chaim in Far Rockaway

At Yeshivas Mikdash Melech

At the Chai Lifeline Dinner

Yeshiva Torah Vodaath NurseryTakes a Trip to the Fire Station

At the Grand Opening of the Capital One Bank Avenue J Branch

Menashe Vakhovskr, Rabbi Yosef Posen & Rav Eliezer 
Ginsburg Making A Siyum On Masechtos Megillah

Nesanel Fischman Making  
a Siyum in Mir Yeshivah

Rabbi Rokeach Speaking at Mesivta Tiferes Shmuel

Flatbush Askanim in Eretz Yisroel

Larry Spiewak Being Honored at  
Comptroller Stringers Jewish Heritage Event



77718.692.1144 | thefjj.comDecember 7, 2017 TRUMP MAKES HISTORY

Trump’s Recognition of Jerusalem as Capital Brings US Policy ‘Back to Reality’ 
JNS

As President Donald Trump pre-
pared to formally recognize Jerusalem 
as Israel’s capital on Wednesday, en-
raging the Palestinians, legal experts 
and U.S. officials downplayed the 
move, noting that Jerusalem has long 
been the capital and that Trump’s rec-
ognition is a simple acknowledgement 
of reality.

“Israel designated Jerusalem as 
its capital shortly after the War of 
Independence in 1949. Under interna-
tional law, states do not require outside 
approval for the selection of their capi-
tal city,” explained Avi Bell, a member 
of the faculty of law at Israel’s Bar-Ilan 
University and a senior fellow at the 
Kohelet Policy Forum think tank.

“International law thus views 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital since that 
time, whether other states choose to 
recognize that fact or not,” said Bell, 
who lauded the Trump administration 
for “at long last, bringing U.S. policy 
on Jerusalem back to reality.” 

U.S. officials who confirmed 
Trump’s policy change on Jerusalem 
expressed the same sentiment.

The president “views this as a rec-
ognition of reality, both historic real-
ity and modern reality,” said one U.S. 
official in a statement used by various 
media.

“While President Trump recog-
nizes that the status of Jerusalem is 
a highly sensitive issue, he does not 
think it will be resolved by ignoring 
the truth that Jerusalem is home to 
Israel’s legislature, it’s Supreme Court, 
the Prime Minister’s residence, and 

as such, it is the capital of Israel,” said 
another statement from an American 
official.

Although Trump recognizes 
Jerusalem as the Israeli capital, the 
U.S. will not immediately relocate 
its embassy to that city. Rather, the 
president will request that the State 
Department formulate a plan for mov-
ing the embassy from Tel Aviv, White 
House officials confirmed.

The Associated Press reported that 
during his speech on Wednesday, 
Trump will make a generic statement 
about Jerusalem’s status as the “capital 
of Israel,” but is not planning to use the 
phrase “undivided capital,” which is 
typically used by Israeli leaders to affirm 
sovereignty over eastern Jerusalem. 

‘No significance’ legally
Bar-Ilan University’s Bell down-

played the legal implications of the 
Jerusalem recognition.

He said there is “no significance” 
to the move under international law, 
as Jerusalem’s legal standing as the 
capital of the Jewish state “remains un-
affected by the recognition or non-rec-
ognition of other states.”

“There doesn’t seem to be any legal 
significance to the U.S. recognition of 
Jerusalem under domestic U.S. law ei-
ther,” Bell said. 

International precedent
“Russia recognized Jerusalem as 

Israel’s capital several months ago,” 
noted Bell, who believes that U.S. rec-
ognition of Jerusalem may cause other 
countries to make similar moves.

In April, the Russian Foreign 
Ministry said it views “west Jerusalem” 

as the Israeli capital rather than the 
entire city, prompting a cautious re-
sponse from Israel that it was “study-
ing” Moscow’s position. Also this year, 
Jerusalem was recognized as Israel’s 
capital by the Pacific island nation of 
Vanuatu and the Czech Parliament.

“[Trump’s decision] may embolden 
other states to take the plunge,” Bell 
said. “However, it seems that most if 
not all European and Muslim coun-
tries will continue to pretend that 
Israel’s capital is somewhere other 
than Jerusalem; some, of course, will 
continue to pretend that Israel does 
not exist at all.”

Ahead of Trump’s announcement, 
the U.S. president spoke with Jordan’s 
King Abdullah to inform him of the 
American policy change.

“[This] will have serious impli-
cations for security and stability in 
the Middle East, and will undermine 
the efforts of the American adminis-
tration to resume the peace process 
and fuel the feelings of Muslims and 
Christians,” Abdullah warned. 

Trump faced pressure from other 
Muslim and world leaders to reconsid-
er his move on Jerusalem.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan called recognition of 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital a “red 
line” that would force Turkey to cut off 
relations with the Jewish state, while 
Ahmed Aboul-Gheit, head of the Arab 
League, warned of “repercussions” if 
Jerusalem policy changes are made. 
French President Emmanuel Macron 
said the status of Jerusalem should be 
determined through negotiations.

Palestinian rage
After Trump informed him of 

America’s intentions on Jerusalem, 
Palestinian Authority (PA) President 
Mahmoud Abbas responded that the 
“firm” Palestinian position is that 
“there is no Palestinian state” without 
eastern Jerusalem as its capital, the PA 
news agency Wafa reported.

Meanwhile, the PA-ruling Fatah 
party and the Hamas terror group 
announced three “days of rage” in 
Jerusalem, the disputed territories and 
Gaza over Trump’s decision.

Israel prepared for a potential erup-
tion of Palestinian violence amid the 
U.S. announcement, with the Shin Bet 
security agency, Israel Police and other 
Israeli security forces convening to as-
sess the situation and prepare for riots 
and terror attacks.

The U.S. State Department or-
dered government employees to avoid 
Jerusalem’s Old City and the disputed 
territories due to expected Palestinian 
violence. Additionally, the U.S. in-
structed its diplomatic missions in the 
Middle East to raise their level of alert-
ness over possible reprisals against 
American institutions in the region. 

Trump Announcement Creates 'A New Chapter for the International Community'
Arutz7

Israeli politicians welcomed US 
President Donald Trump’s official rec-
ognition of Jerusalem as the capital of 
Israel. Deputy Foreign Minister Tzipi 
Hotovely said, “Today marks a historic 
day. We welcome the courageous and 
just decision made by our friend, the 
United States by recognizing Jerusalem 
as the capital of Israel.”

“For 3000 years Jerusalem is the 
heart and soul of the Jewish people.

"And this decision is reflecting a 
historical truth and a reality. We would 
like to say that this decision is opening 
a new chapter of the international 
community recognizing Jerusalem.

"I really hope more countries will 
follow and will adopt this important 
decision.”

Israel’s Ambassador to the US 
Danny Danon said, “We welcome 

this courageous decision by President 
Trump. In 1948, President Truman 
was the first world leader to recognize 
the State of Israel and today President 
Trump righted an historic wrong by 
recognizing Jerusalem as our capital.”

“Now is the time for all UN mem-
ber-states to follow the lead of our 
American friends and recognize our 
ancient capital of Jerusalem as the cap-
ital of the State of Israel.”

Zionist Union Chairman Avi 
Gabbay said, “Jerusalem has been a 
symbol for the Jewish people for thou-
sands of years.”

“After 70 years of existence of the 
State of Israel, I am glad that our im-
portant friend, the United States, rec-
ognizes Jerusalem as our capital and is 
preparing to transfer the embassy.”

President Reuven Rivlin said, “I 
congratulate President Donald Trump 

on his announcement of US recog-
nition of Jerusalem as the capital of 
Israel, and on the expected move of the 
American Embassy to Jerusalem. There 
is no more fitting or beautiful gift, as 
we approach 70 years of the State of 
Israel’s independence.”

He added, “After the jubilee - fifty 
years after the reunification of the city 
- the time has come to bring tranquility 
to Jerusalem, and to see hope blossom 
in the capital of Israel, the place where 
pilgrims come from around the world. 
For thousands of years the Jewish peo-
ple have looked up to Jerusalem, and 
prayed, and dreamed of the city.

"The recognition of Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel, and the relocation of 
all embassies to the city, is a landmark 
in the recognition of the right of the 
Jewish people to our land, and a mile-
stone on our road to peace - peace for 

all the residents of Jerusalem, and the 
whole region.

“Jerusalem has many faces - it is a 
holy city and a modern city, which al-
lows freedom of religion for all faiths. 
A city of history and of innovation, a 
microcosm of all our abilities to live 
together.

President Rivlin stressed, 
“Jerusalem is not, and never will be, an 
obstacle to peace for those who want 
peace. As it is written, ‘Pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem, may all that love 
her prosper, may there be peace in her 
quarters and palaces’.”
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Historic Mission for Har Hazeisim

Historic Mission of ICHH Wins Broad Support from
Prime Minister, Knesset, Chief Rabbis, President and Mayor on Future of Har Hazeisim
Knesset Launches Largest 
Caucus in History of Knesset

Yerushalayim…A 3-day his-
toric mission (July 4-6) of the 
International Committee for Har 
Hazeisim (ICHH) secured broad 
consensus from all levels of gov-
ernment, led by Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. Speaking to 
a group of more than 50 represen-
tatives of the ICHH from around 
the world, the Prime Minister said 
that if Yerushalayim is known “to be 
surrounded by mountains,” the 3000 
year old Har Har Hazeisim is “the 
mountain.” He thanked the ICHH 
for its e� orts over the last 7 ½ years 
to reverse the abuse and decay of the 
cemetery and pledged to continue 
the government’s e� orts to secure 
and develop Har Hazeisim. In return, 
Menachem Lubinsky, co-chairman 
of the ICHH said: “I want to remind 
the Prime Minister that the e� ort be-
gan in 2010 when Malcolm Hoenlein 
and I visited you in New York to brief 
you on the shameful state of Har 
Hazeisim. You opened all doors for 
us which led to the historic reversal 
on the holy mountain.”

The meeting with the Prime 
Minister capped an intensive day 
and a half of high level meetings that 
began on Monday a� ernoon with a 
meeting with Israel’s two chief rab-
bis who spoke about the centrality 
of Har Hazeisim. “We know that the 
mountain will split and usher in the 
era of techiyas hameisim that will 
signal the arrival of moshiach,” said 
Rabbi Yitzchok Yosef, the Rishon 
Letzion. Rabbi Dovid Lau recalled 

his visit to the home of Rabbi Moshe 
Tuvia Lie�  at a breakfast bene� tting 
the ICHH more than two years ago 
when he shared the pulpit with the 
Novominsker Rebbe. “� ere is no 
holier missive for a Jew than to se-
cure the shochnei afar,” said Rabbi 
Lau.  

In the evening at a festive dinner 
at the Waldorf Astoria, the dele-
gates heard from MK Yoav ben Zur, 
the chairman of the new historic 
Knesset caucus on Har Hazeisim, 
Yoav Galant, Israel’s Minister of 
Housing and Construction, Yaakov 
Litzman, the former Minister of 
Health, and Rabbi Eli ben Dahan, the 
Deputy Minister of Defense. Rabbi 
Litzman received a standing ova-
tion for his immediate resignation 
as health minister a� er widespread 
chilul Shabbos. � e representatives 
on the mission came from all areas 
of New York, Lakewood, Toronto, 
Washington DC, Los Angeles, 
Seattle, Chicago, Zurich, London, 
Antwerp and Amsterdam as well as 
Yerushalayim.

On Tuesday morning, the more 
than 50 representatives and sup-
porters of the ICHH toured Har 
Hazeisim, and received an updated 
report from senior police o�  cials, 
headed by Jerusalem’s Commander 
Yoram Halevi. � e police o�  cials 
said that that there has been a dra-
matic change on the mountain with 
some 2000 visitors coming daily. � e 
new security on the mountain was 
a result of the intensive e� ort s of 
the ICHH and includes the instal-
lation of more than 170 surveillance 

cameras, a functioning police sta-
tion, restoration of more than 20,000 
graves, the construction of a wall/
fence around the Eastern sector of 
the cemetery, restoration of regular 
bus service, the stationing of a border 
patrol unit and much more. � e tour 
was joined by Rabbi Dovid Azoulay, 
the Minister of Religions and Rabbi 
Yoav ben Zur. 

A key moment of the mis-
sion came at a ceremony in the 
Knesset marking the launch of an 
historic caucus on Har Hazeisim. 
Speakers included Minister Galant, 
Opposition Leader Yitzchak (Buzi) 
Herzog, Knesset Speaker Yuli 
Edelstein, Malcolm Hoenlein, the 
Vice Chairman of the Conference of 
Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations, and ben Zur, the 
chairman of the caucus. To demon-
strate the unprecedented unity on 
the subject of Har Hazeisim, Knesset 
members from across the spectrum 
attended the impressive ceremony. 
� ey included Rabbi Maklev, Asher 
and Eichler from Yahadut Hatorah, 
MK’s Venkin and Malchieli from 
Shas, MK’s Edelstein and Glick from 
Likud, MK Cohen from Yesh Atid, 
MK’s Herzog and Yonah from the 
Zionist Movement (Labor), MK 
Forer from Yisrael Beteinu and MK 
Galant from Kulanu. Amongst the 66 
caucus members is also a represen-
tative from Meretz. � is is the � rst 
time in the Knesset’s history that a 
majority of the parliamentary body 
joined a caucus on any issue. Most 
Knesset caucus groups include a 
handful to a dozen or so members.

The historic day ended with a 
meeting with the Prime Minister 
and plans for receptions by President 
Reuven Rivlin, and Mayor Nir 
Barkat, and Israel’s Chief Rabbis on 
the third day of the mission. Founded 
in 2010, the ICHH is responsible for 
the dramatic improvement of secu-
rity on the historic 3000-year old 
cemetery. As a result of its e� orts, 
there has been a dramatic increase 
in the number of daily visitors from 
200 two years ago to well over 2000 
nowadays. 

� e ICHH delegation was head-
ed by Menachem and Abraham 
Lubinsky, two brothers from 
Brooklyn, who founded the inter-
national organization a� er a State 
Comptroller’s report in May 2010 
described in great detail the virtual 
abandonment of the cemetery since 
its recapture in the 1967 Six-Day War

Abe Lubinsky, chairman of the 
ICHH Said: “It should be clear to 
everyone by now that the issue of 
restoring and protecting the inter-
national historic cemetery of the 
Jewish people is a matter of na-
tional consensus in Israel and by 
Jews worldwide irrespective of their 
ideological views.” He announced 
that the ICHH was working closely 
with the Netanyahu administra-
tion as well as Mayor Nir Barkat on 
many additional projects including 
the building of a magni� cent Visitor 
Education Center on Har Hazeisim, 
the restoration of an additional 
20,000 graves, and other major im-
provements to the infrastructure 
and transportation.  
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Head of British Armed Forces Arrives in Israel 
JNS 

The head of the British Armed Forces, Air Chief 
Marshal Sir Stuart Peach, arrived in Israel for an of-
ficial visit as the guest of IDF Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. 
Gadi Eizenkot. Peach was greeted with an honor 
guard ceremony upon his arrival at Tel Aviv’s Kirya 
Military Headquarters.

The IDF hailed Peach’s visit to the Jewish state as 
illustrating “the strength of strategic ties between 
the two armies and states.”

Peach and Eizenkot are scheduled to discuss joint 
security challenges and opportunities for increasing 
military cooperation between their countries. 

In September, Peach was elected as the next chairman of the NATO Military 
Committee. His visit to Israel came after representatives from 12 NATO countries, 
including the U.K., visited Israel in early November to take part in a first-of-its-kind 
conference on the challenges of urban warfare and combat in populated areas.

Peach’s Israel visit also came after rescue teams from the British Army’s naval 
and air forces concluded a three-day joint emergency drill with their Israeli coun-
terparts in July. The drill was the largest such exercise conducted in a decade.

Additionally, in early June, Israeli representatives observed a four-day interna-
tional maritime drill known as “Exercise Argonaut” in Cyprus, involving naval 
forces from the U.K., Cyprus, US. and four other countries.

OECD: Israeli Economy Will Grow 3.4%  
in Each of Next Two Years  
JNS

Israel’s economy is expected 
to grow by 3.4 percent per year 
in 2018 and 2019, a significantly 
higher rate than growth projec-
tions for the U.S. and Europe 
during those two years, the 
Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) stated in a report released Nov. 28.

At the same time, OECD analysts warned of an Israeli housing crisis, 
saying, “Housing prices continue to climb sharply and the risk of unde-
sirable developments in the housing market, in which banks are heavily 
involved, remains high.” The report called on the Israeli government to 
take steps to tame housing prices.

The OECD attributed its growth projections to the development of 
Israel’s four offshore natural gas fields: Tamar, Leviathan, Tanin and 
Karish. Other contributing factors are wage increases that support an 
increase in private consumption as well as relatively low unemployment 
rates, expected to be 4.4 percent in 2018 and 4.2 percent in 2019.

The report noted that “appropriate fiscal conditions” in Israel “are 
expected to support domestic demand that will encourage growth.” It 
recommended increasing government expenditure on health, pensions 
and education so that “the fruits of growth seep into other segments of 
the population.”

IDF Hits Gaza Terror Targets in Response to  
Mortar Attack, Israel ‘Not Looking to Escalate’  
JNS 

The IDF carried out artillery and air strikes in the Gaza Strip 
in retaliation for a dozen mortar strikes on Israeli territory. 

According to the IDF, Israeli tanks and aircraft targeted 
four of the Hamas terror group’s military posts in northern 
Gaza and two military posts in central Gaza in response to 
the mortar fire. 

“We’re not looking to escalate the situation, our mission is to defend Israel. This 
is yet another violation of Israeli sovereignty by terrorist organizations from Gaza,” 
IDF spokesman Lt. Col. Jonathan Conricus said in a statement. 

Terrorists from the Iranian-linked Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) group fired 12 
mortar shells at an Israeli military post. The IDF said the attack appeared to come in 
retaliation for the military’s destruction of a PIJ attack tunnel under the Israel-Gaza 
border in October.

The recent mortar attack resulted in light infrastructure damage and no injuries, 
the IDF stated. Despite the fact that PIJ carried out the attack, Israel said it holds Gaza-
ruling Hamas responsible for any hostile activity emanating from the coastal territory.

Israeli Hikers Attacked in Samaria  
JNS 

A Jewish hiker shot and killed a Palestinian after a large group of 
Palestinians attacked Israeli children who were hiking in Samaria as part 
of a bar mitzvah celebration.

The Palestinians threw rocks at the Jewish hikers, three of whom sus-
tained minor injuries. A parent of one of the hikers, who accompanied 
the group and was carrying a weapon for safety reasons, felt threatened 
and fired. One of the Palestinian assailants was critically wounded in 
the incident and was later declared dead after failed resuscitation efforts.

The children fled to a nearby cave and waited to be rescued by Israeli 
security forces. When the troops arrived, they administered first aid to 
the wounded and dispersed the Palestinians.

“The hike was coordinated with the [IDF’s] Samaria Brigade in ad-
vance,” an Israeli official told Israel Hayom. “It was approved by security 
forces on the terms that two parents accompanied the group and were 
armed. The moment they were surrounded by Palestinians, they quickly 
called for help, but before the forces arrived they felt they were in mortal 
danger and one of the guards had to fire warning shots, followed by fire 
at the aggressors.”

Israeli Soldier Stabbed to Death in Arad  
JNS

IDF Nahal Brigade Sgt. Ron Yitzhak Kokia, 19, 
from Tel Aviv, was stabbed to death in an apparent 
terrorist attack in the Israeli city of Arad. A man-
hunt was underway as the terrorist was still at large.

“We believe this was a nationalistically motivated 
incident,” Israeli police said in a statement.

Magen David Adom paramedics were called to 
one of the city’s bus stations, where Kokia was found 
unconscious with apparent stab wounds to his upper 
torso. All attempts to resuscitate him failed and he 
was pronounced dead at the scene.

Kokia was visiting a nearby shopping center when he was attacked. His assailant 
stabbed him multiple times and fled the scene. Kokia was able to stumble outside to 
look for help before collapsing on the road nearby.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu vowed to bring the suspected terror-
ist to justice and to “continue to fight terrorism with all our might.”
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Hamas Vows to Move Weapons to  
Judea and Samaria Amid Gaza Power Transfer  
JNS 

As Palestinian terror group Hamas’s decade-long rule of the Gaza Strip 
ends amid a power transfer to the Palestinian Authority (PA), Hamas has 
defied calls to disarm, and vowed to move its battle against the Jewish state 
to Judea and Samaria.

“These weapons will not be touched. It’s not for debate or talks,” Khalil 
al-Hayya, a senior Hamas official, told reporters in Gaza.

“These weapons will clearly move to the West Bank to battle the [Israeli] 
occupation there. It’s our right to fight the occupation until it ends,” he said.

Al-Hayya’s statement came as the first concrete steps towards transfer-
ring control of Gaza to the PA were initiated earlier this month within the 
framework of a new unity deal.

On Nov. 1 Hamas officially handed over administrative control of the 
Gaza’s Rafah crossing with Egypt to the PA.

Egypt’s government has played a central role in mediating the recent 
reconciliation pact between the rival Palestinian factions.

High-ranking Egyptian Intelligence Services official Gen. Hamam Abu 
Zeid and other Egyptian government representatives visited Gaza earlier to 
oversee the next steps in the Palestinian power transfer.

The Palestinian unity deal, announced in October, will see Fatah, which 
controls the PA under President Mahmoud Abbas, end sanctions on Hamas 
in return for allowing the PA to regain full control of the territory.

The Israeli government reacted to the unity deal by calling for Hamas to 
disarm and recognize Israel.

Palestinian Terrorists Given Multiple Life Sentences 
for Tel Aviv Massacre  
JNS 

Three Palestinian terrorists 
who were convicted of murder 
in October for their involve-
ment in the June 2016 terror 
attack that killed four Israelis 
in Tel Aviv’s Sarona Market 
were each sentenced in the Tel 
Aviv District Court with four 
life sentences and an addition-
al 60 years.

The court also ordered the terrorists to compensate each of the victims’ fam-
ilies with NIS 258,000 ($74,000), and each seriously injured victim with NIS 
200,000 ($57,000). Additionally, the terrorists must pay each person that they 
attempted to murder NIS 20,000 ($5,700).

Last month, Mahmoud Mahamrah, 22, and Khaled Mahamrah, 21 and Yunis 
Aish Musa Zin, 22, were convicted by the court on four counts of murder and 41 
counts of attempted murder.

In the summer of 2016, the two Mahamrah cousins, from the village of Yatta 
near Hebron, dressed in suits and dined on sweets at the Max Brenner restaurant 
in the crowded Sarona Market moments before drawing weapons and indiscrim-
inately shooting civilians.

The two terrorists had stated that the Islamic State terror group influenced them.
Yunis Aish Musa Zin, also hailing from Yatta, did not participate in the 

shooting, but supplied the cousins with weapons to carry out the massacre, in-
cluding 12-inch knives coated in rat poison.

The Israelis killed in the shooting were Ido Ben Ari, 42, of Ramat Gan; Ilana 
Neve, 39, of Tel Aviv; Michael Feige, 58, of Givatayim; and Mila Mishayev, 32, of 
Ashkelon. An additional 41 people were injured in the terror attack.

Israeli Resolution Passes at the UN  
with Unprecedented 117 Co-Sponsors 
JNS

An Israeli resolution focusing 
on the use of agricultural technol-
ogy for sustainable development 
passed the United Nations Second 
Committee recently with the highest 
number of co-sponsors ever for an 
Israeli initiative at the world body. 
An unprecedented 117 countries signed on as co-sponsors of the Israeli res-
olution, which passed with 141 votes in favor, 1 against and 34 abstentions.

Syria was only country to vote against the resolution, while other Arab 
countries abstained.

“Israel is proud to work with our friends around the world in promoting 
cutting-edge solutions to some of the world’s oldest agricultural challenges,” 
Israeli Ambassador to the U.N. Danny Danon said following the resolu-
tion’s adoption.

“This is an issue that should bring all of us together,” he said. “Those 
opposing this resolution have clearly shown that instead of planting shoots 
of peace, they prefer to sow seeds of hate.”

The Israeli-sponsored resolution on Agricultural Technology for 
Sustainable Development was originally adopted in 2007 to assist with pro-
moting food security and sustainable food systems without foregoing the 
resources of future generations. 

Jewish Youths Protest Demolition of  
Samaria Memorial to Fallen Soldiers  
JNS

Israeli security forces destroyed a carpentry shop in Elazar’s Netiv Ha’avot 
neighborhood in Samaria’s Gush Etzion bloc, following an order by Israel’s High 
Court of Justice in September 2016 to demolish the structure.

Before the demolition, security forces removed dozens of young Jewish activ-
ists from the structure, which also served as a memorial for fallen Israeli soldiers 
that had been previously demolished and reconstructed.

As security forces moved in, several young activists climbed on the roof of 
the structure while groups of teenage boys and girls gathered and sang the Israeli 
national anthem in protest of the demolition.

The owner of the memorial had placed a sign on top of the structure that read, 
“I’m on [IDF] reserve duty, and they are destroying my house.”

The incident came 
just over a year af-
ter the High Court 
placed a demolition 
order on one of the 
rooms in the struc-
ture, and some 15 
Jewish homes in the 
Gush Etzion com-
munity, which were 
allegedly partially 
constructed on pri-
vate Palestinian land.

In October, the 
High Court rejected a petition by the homeowners in Gush Etzion who offered to 
demolish the “problematic parts” of their properties. The High Court maintained 
that all 15 homes must be completely demolished by March 2018. A petition to 
raze the Jewish homes was initially filed by far-left NGO Peace Now in 2014.
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From Shabbat Dinner to Counter-Terror, Israeli and NATO Navies Ramp Up Ties 
JNS

On a mid-November Friday night 
at a Greek naval base, dozens of offi-
cers and sailors from several countries 
gathered around a large dinner table 
aboard an Israeli Navy missile ship. 

They listened intently to Israeli 
Navy personnel welcome the Sabbath 
and to explanations about the signifi-
cance of this meal in Jewish culture. 

“It was something very special that 
we did,” Lt. Col. Yaniv Lavi, command-
er of the Israeli Navy’s 32nd Squadron, 
told JNS.org.

The dinner was held in the midst of 
a two-week NATO exercise hosted by 
the Greek Hellenic Navy. 

“We invited representatives from 
all of the other ships. They all ar-
rived—commanders and sailors alike, 
including admirals and commodores, 
and chiefs of regional task forces. They 
were very interested in Jewish culture,” 
Lavi recalled. 

The scene is symbolic of a growing 
partnership between the Israeli Navy 
and NATO fleets. 

For the first time, the Israelis were 
invited by the Hellenic Navy to take part 
in a NATO drill, and Greece was not in-
terested in taking no for an answer. 

“It was a compliment to us—they in-
tensively asked us to take part,” Lavi said.

On Nov. 13, three Israeli Navy 
missile ships—the INS Eilat, the INS 
Herev (meaning sword), and the INS 
Tarshish (named after the precious 
biblical stone worn by the ancient 
Jewish Temple high priest)—set out 
from Israel to Greece. 

During the first week, crews from 
Israel, the U.S., the U.K., Greece, Italy, 
Romania and Bulgaria, as well as inter-
national observers, held briefings and 
planning meetings on shore. 

In the second week, they went into 
action, practicing a range of scenarios 
they could encounter. These included 
sea-based counter-terrorism oper-
ations, strikes, dealing with enemy 
swarm boats laden with explosives, 
aerial threats, and practicing how to 
rescue stranded vessels and provide 
medical attention to the injured. 

A helicopter on board the INS Eilat—
the largest type of Israeli missile ship, the 
Sa’ar 5-class—took part in a search and 
rescue drill with the NATO forces. 

Lavi said the learning process was 
mutual. “We learned from the others, 
and we passed on our knowledge. We 
are improving all of the time,” he said. 

NATO fleets’ interest in the Israeli 
Navy is growing due to several special 
characteristics, according to Lavi.

“We have the highest number of 
hours that we spend on operational 
missions, on a regular basis,” he said. 
As soon as Israeli Navy vessels head 
out of their bases for security missions, 
they are in close proximity to heavily 
armed enemies. 

The Israeli Navy also plays a crucial 
role in the IDF’s ongoing campaign to 
monitor and disrupt the trafficking of 
destructive weaponry to the Hezbollah 
and Hamas terror groups. 

“We operate all of the time in our 
combat sectors. This is very unique,” 
Lavi said. 

Other fleets spend most of their 
time at sea conducting internation-
al missions, based on objectives like 
monitoring and rescuing refugees, 
fighting international terrorism and 
counter-smuggling missions. The 
Israeli Navy, in contrast, must go on 
operational duty against Israel’s ene-
mies on a daily basis, off the coasts of 
Gaza, Lebanon and beyond. 

Ultimately, Lavi said, the Israeli 
Navy would like to become an active 
participant in NATO. 

“The world needs an international 
force that can act anywhere against 
threats that influence us all,” he said. “In 
our small area of the Mediterranean, we 
know how to reply to threats and to re-
ceive help. This cooperation builds con-
fidence and ties with other countries. It 
is very important for regional stability.”

Lt. Col. Assaf Boneh, head of 
the Israeli Navy’s International 
Cooperation Planning Branch, de-
scribed the Jewish state’s growing 
bilateral naval ties with countries like 
Greece, Cyprus, Italy and France. 

“The French arrive in Israel a lot,” he 
told JNS.org. “They have kind of turned 
Haifa into their home port. They are 
looking for a secure, stable port, where 
they can rest and train with a modern 
fleet. Their visits are also beneficial to us. 
There has been a very significant rise in 
their visits. Sometimes, the French Navy 
is here more than the American Navy, 
which is our biggest partner.”

As a result, increasingly complex 
and highly planned Israeli-French na-
val exercises have taken place.

Due to its relatively small size and 
heavy workload, the Israeli Navy has 
less time than the NATO fleets to take 
part in drills, but it is increasing its 
hosting of international exercises. As 
time goes by, more and more foreign 
fleets express the wish to take part in 
Israeli-hosted naval drills—more than 
the navy can support, Boneh said. 

“The navy is the most international 
military organization by nature. We 
have important visits by NATO chiefs 
and we maintain a permanent rep-
resentative at NATO’s [U.K.-based] 
Northwood headquarters,” he said. 

Conveying another key difference 
between NATO navies and the Israeli 
Navy, Boneh explained, “We head out 
for days or weeks. They head out for 
months, up to half a year. Obviously, 
when they dock here in Israel, they 
receive supplies, refueling and rest 
for their personnel. But they’re also in 
search of NATO-standard ports, and 
someone to train with, so they do not 
get rusty out at sea. They’re looking 
for someone who can speak NATO’s 
language, and who knows how to train 
with them on relevant issues.”

Israel has reaped many benefits 
from this growing maritime part-
nership, he noted. A friendly partner 
like Greece owns similar vessels to 
Israel’s—such as German-made air 
independent propulsion submarines, 
which can travel great distances with-
out needing to resurface. 

“Maintaining such submarines is 
complex and requires a lot of knowl-
edge,” Boneh said. “The Greeks have 
technical knowledge on maintenance 
and we are happy to learn from them. 
We expect our cooperation with others 
to only increase.”

UN Passes Wave of Anti-Israel Resolutions, Disavows Israeli Ties to Jerusalem  
JNS 

The United Nations General 
Assembly passed six anti-Israel resolu-
tions, including a measure disavowing 
Israeli ties to Jerusalem and its holy sites. 
Approved in a 151-6 vote with nine ab-
stentions, the General Assembly reso-
lution stated that “any actions taken by 
Israel, the occupying Power, to impose 
its laws, jurisdiction and administration 
on the Holy City of Jerusalem are illegal 
and therefore null and void and have no 
validity whatsoever.”

The resolution was similar to previ-
ous Jerusalem-related measures passed 
in recent years by the U.N. cultural 
body UNESCO, which omitted the 
name “Temple Mount” and only used 

the Muslim term for the holy site, 
“Haram al-Sharif.” 

The six countries that voted against 
the resolution were Canada, the 
Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, 
the U.S. and Israel. The nine coun-
tries that abstained were Australia, 
Cameroon, Central African Republic, 
Honduras, Panama, Papua New 
Guinea, Paraguay, South Sudan and 
Togo.

In addition to the Jerusalem mea-
sure, the General Assembly passed a 
resolution condemning Israel’s control 
over the Golan Heights, calling the 
area Syrian territory and stating that 
Israeli “occupation” is a “a stumbling 
block in the way of achieving a just, 

comprehensive and lasting peace in the 
region,” despite the six-year-long civil 
war raging in Syria. 

Further, the General Assembly 
passed a resolution calling on the 
U.N. to observe “International Day of 
Solidarity with the Palestinian People” 
annually on Nov. 29—the anniversary 
of U.N. Resolution 181, which called 
for the creation of a Jewish state in 
British Mandatory Palestine.

Other anti-Israel measures passed 
included resolutions titled “Committee 
on the Exercise of the Inalienable 
Rights of the Palestinian People,” 
“Peaceful settlement of the question 
of Palestine” and “Special information 
program on the question of Palestine of 

the Department of Public Information 
of the Secretariat.”

U.N. bodies have adopted 18 reso-
lutions against Israel so far this year.

In condemning the recent resolu-
tions, Israel’s General Assembly dele-
gate noted that the U.N. continues to 
“annually adopt biased resolutions and 
devote precious resources—almost 
$6.5 million of its budget—to politi-
cized bodies whose sole purpose [is] to 
attack and denounce Israel.”
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Hezbollah Continues ‘Absolute Dominance’ of Lebanon Amid Domestic Political Crisis 
JNS

The Iranian-backed terror group 
Hezbollah, which makes up part of 
Lebanon’s government and has a 
strong military force that threatens 
neighboring Israel, is seemingly unaf-
fected by the status of embattled Prime 
Minister Saad Hariri.

Amid Beirut’s political squabbling, 
Hezbollah retains de facto control over 
much of the Lebanese state.

Hariri, a Sunni political leader, 
announced his resignation in early 
November while he was visiting Saudi 
Arabia, his main backer. The Saudis are 
in an escalating regional struggle with 
the Shi’a axis of Iran, Hezbollah and 
Syria. This puts the strange bedfellows 
of Saudi Arabia and Israel on the same 
side when it comes to opposing the re-
gional influence of Iran and Hezbollah.

Upon returning to Lebanon, Hariri 
reversed course and left open the pos-
sibility that he would remain in his 
position. But in an interview with the 
French broadcaster CNews, he warned 
Hezbollah, “I don’t want a political 
party in my government that interferes 
in Arab countries against other Arab 
countries.”

Iran and Hezbollah are involved in 
supporting insurgents in various other 
countries, including Yemen, Syria, Iraq 
and the Gulf states.

“The Hariri episode changes abso-
lutely nothing in terms of the balance 
of power and Hezbollah’s absolute 
dominance of the Lebanese state,” 

Tony Badran, a Lebanon expert and 
research fellow at the Foundation for 
Defense of Democracies think tank, 
told JNS.org.

Badran said nothing about the 
events surrounding Hariri changes 
the outlook for Israel, which “sees 
no distinction between Lebanon and 
Hezbollah.”

“The one thing of note in the whole 
affair is that Saudi Arabia now shares 
this assessment, that Hezbollah is the 
state,” he said.

An anti-Hezbollah coalition in 
Lebanon?

According to Badran, there is no 
meaningful anti-Hezbollah coalition 
in Lebanon, with Hariri illustrating 
that point.

“Hariri’s return to the premiership 
a year ago was the result of a complete 
capitulation to Hezbollah—a surren-
der evidenced by the list of conces-
sions on virtually everything, from 
the presidential election to the cabinet 
formation to judicial, security and 
administrative appointments, to the 
parliamentary election law and so on,” 
said Badran. 

“That Hariri is walking back his res-
ignation is only evidence that his posi-
tion in Lebanon is entirely dependent 
on Hezbollah,” he said.

Hariri’s return to Lebanon followed 
weeks of speculation over his where-
abouts. It was unclear whether or not 
the Saudis had forced Hariri to resign 

and were holding him under house 
arrest. 

Badran said Hariri’s vacillation on 
his resignation decision underscores 
his effective break with Saudi Arabia.

“However, Hezbollah will not have 
failed to notice that Europe and the 
U.S. appear invested in maintaining 
Hariri as the fig leaf for a pro-Iran or-
der in Beirut,” he said.

Joel Parker, a researcher on Syria at 
the Moshe Dayan Center for Middle 
Eastern and African Studies at Tel Aviv 
University, told JNS.org that Hariri’s 
heightened anti-Hezbollah rhetoric 
since his return to Lebanon marked the 
prime minister’s strongest comments 
on the issue in recent memory.

Hariri tends to be more cautious 
about vocalizing his stance against 
Hezbollah and Iran when he is in 
Lebanon, but more open about crit-
icizing them when he is abroad, said 
Parker, adding that in this case Hariri 
appears to be “throwing caution to the 
wind.”

“Hariri is gambling a bit and if 
Hezbollah is smart they will just ignore 
Hariri and keep doing what they are 
doing,” Parker said, adding that the 
Shi’a terror group knows that Hariri’s 
Saudi backers have limited options.

Increased odds of a war with 
Israel?

Asked about the likelihood of a 
fresh conflict between Hezbollah and 
Israel, Parker responded, “Israel is not 
going to go out of its way to hit Beirut 

while the Saudis’ man is in Beirut try-
ing to counter Hezbollah.”

But he speculated that if Hariri re-
signs or is killed, “it makes a conflict 
with Israel more likely.”

Badran, on the other hand, said the 
Hariri issue has no direct bearing on 
the dynamics that could lead to a war 
with Israel.

US policy on Lebanon
Badran criticized America’s 

Lebanon policy, which is premised 
on strengthening state institutions. 
The U.S. argument “is that doing so, 
over time, somehow undermines 
Hezbollah,” explained Badran.

“The policy makes no sense, since 
Hezbollah controls the state and its 
institutions—strengthening them 
strengthens Hezbollah,” he said. 

The U.S. “should reconfigure its 
approach entirely,” Badran argued. 
American support for Lebanon, he 
said, “should be conditioned on the 
Lebanese Armed Forces taking action 
against Hezbollah and the militias in 
its orbit.”

Russia Working to Remove Iranian Forces 
from Syria, Israeli Lawmaker Says  
JNS

 “Russia is working so that [Syrian President] 
Bashar Assad will control Syria and that the 
country will be clean of foreign forces, including 
Iranian forces,” MK Avi Dichter (Likud), chair-
man of the Knesset Foreign Affairs and Defense 
Committee, told Israel Hayom.

Dichter, a former director of the Shin Bet 
security agency, made an official three-day 
visit to Russia, where he headed a delegation of 
six Knesset members who held meetings with 
Russian government officials.

Delegation member MK Ofer Shelah (Yesh Atid), meanwhile, criticized 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s handling of the Syria issue.

“The prime minister’s diplomatic failure on the Syrian matter puts Israel 
at risk with the presence of forces operated by Iran on our border, and with 
direct confrontation with Tehran,” Shelah said.

Dichter responded by saying, “It’s a shame that Shelah, who carried him-
self, like the other MKs, in a stately manner during our stay in Russia, revert-
ed to talking like a politician upon our return home.”

In addition to Dichter and Shelah, the Knesset Foreign Affairs and Defense 
Committee delegation also included MKs Omer Bar-Lev and Eyal Ben-
Reuven (Zionist Union), Anat Berko (Likud), and Moti Yogev (Jewish Home).

Giro D’Italia Alters ‘West Jerusalem’ Wording  
for Cycling Race’s Starting Point 
JNS

The organizers of the 2018 Giro d’Italia, a 
major international cycling race that is slated 
to start in Israel, removed wording that had 
promoted the starting point of the race as 
“west Jerusalem” rather than just “Jerusalem.”

More than 175 of the world’s best cyclists 
are expected to travel to Israel next May for the 
start of the race, which marks the first time the 
Giro will venture outside Europe.

The first stage of the race is slated to begin 
with a 6.3-mile individual time trial in Jerusalem, followed by a 103-mile road 
stage between Haifa and Tel Aviv as well as a 143-mile road stage between Be’er 
Sheva and Eilat. The race will then head to southern Italy.

Israeli government ministers had expressed outrage over the organizers’ ini-
tial wording, suggesting that the move was a capitulation to Palestinian efforts 
to prove that eastern Jerusalem is not part of Israel. Tourism Minister Yariv 
Levin and Culture and Sport Minister Miri Regev informed Giro officials that 
unless they revised the statement on their website, Israel would not cooperate or 
co-sponsor the race.

After the wording on the race’s starting point was changed to simply 
“Jerusalem,” Levin and Regev said they were “happy about the quick decision to 
remove the term ‘west Jerusalem’ from the race organizers’ official publications.”

83718.692.1144 | thefjj.comDecember 7, 2017
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Palestinian Power Transfer in Gaza Delayed  
by 10 Days Amid Unresolved Disputes 
JNS 

The rival Palestinian factions Fatah and 
the Gaza-ruling terror group Hamas agreed to 
delay the full implementation of a Palestinian 
unity deal that would see control of Gaza 
transferred to the Fatah-controlled Palestinian 
Authority (PA). 

The power transfer was originally sched-
uled to be implemented Dec. 1, but has now 
been delayed 10 days in order to allow the rival 
factions time to “complete arrangements,” ac-
cording to Palestinian officials. 

In a statement, Fatah and Hamas request-
ed that Egypt, which mediated the Palestinian 
unity deal, delay the power transfer “to successfully conclude reconcilia-
tion steps to which the Palestinian people aspire.”

Earlier, before the statement was issued, a dispute arose between the 
factions when Hamas prevented PA employees from returning to their 
positions at several government ministries.

High-ranking Egyptian Intelligence Services official Gen. Hamam 
Abu Zeid and other Egyptian government representatives visited Gaza to 
mediate the dispute, which could threaten to undermine the unity deal.

Germany Refuses to Recognize Dead Sea Scrolls as 
Israeli Property, Museum Exhibit Nixed  
JNS 

A Dead Sea Scrolls exhibit scheduled to take 
place in 2019 at the Bible Museum in Frankfurt 
has been cancelled after the German government 
refused to recognize the historic manuscripts as 
Israeli property. 

According to the German daily newspaper 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, the German 
government has not issued a legally binding res-
titution guarantee to Israel that would block the 
Palestinians from claiming the Dead Sea Scrolls as 
their own, thus preventing their return to Israel. 

Jürgen Schefzyk, director of Frankfurt’s Bible 
Museum, told The Jerusalem Post that his muse-
um had been preparing the exhibit since 2015, but that “the precondition for such an 
exhibition is an ‘Immunity from Seizure’ document issued by the German authorities.”

“For reasons that are not in our hand we are at present unable to provide such 
a document despite all efforts, including contacts to all governmental institutions in 
Germany,” said Schefzyk.

Boris Rhein, the culture minister for the German state of Hesse, explained that 
Germany’s Foreign Ministry and the country’s federal commissioner for culture are 
uncertain of the Israeli claim to the scrolls. 

“I would like to have given the restitution assurance to the state of Israel,” Rhein 
said, Hessenchau.de reported. 

Frankfurt’s deputy mayor, Uwe Becker, said the German government’s actions 
could damage Germany-Israel relations. 

“If Germany is unwilling to clearly express the legal status of the fragments of 
Qumran as Israeli world cultural heritage goods, it would dramatically change the co-
ordinates in our German-Israeli relations,” Becker told The Jerusalem Post.

“Because of the unwillingness of both ministries to give the necessary declaration, 
as Qumran lies in today’s West Bank, the Israel Antiques Authority is not letting the 
material out of the country and the Bible Museum had to cancel its plans,” he added.

The Dead Sea Scrolls, one of Israel’s most treasured archaeological possessions, 
were found in caves in Qumran in the Judean Desert in 1947 by a Bedouin shepherd. 
Currently housed at the Israel Museum in Jerusalem, the scrolls, which date back to 
the Second Temple period, include some of the earliest copies of the Hebrew Bible ever 
found and serve as proof of the Jewish connection to the land of Israel.

The Palestinian Authority has attempted to claim ownership of the Dead Sea Scrolls 
and has been reportedly planning to demand that UNESCO order Israel to surrender 
the manuscripts. 

Report: Chinese E-Commerce Giant Alibaba to Acquire 
Israeli QR Code Start-Up Visualead 
JNS

The Chinese e-commerce giant Alibaba has reportedly agreed to acquire the Israel-
based start-up Visualead, which specializes in technology that generates personalized 
quick response (QR) codes.

Sources close to the deal told the Israeli financial news outlet Calcalist that the 
acquisition is 

worth tens of millions of dollars.
Founded in 2012, the Herzliya-based company’s software creates unique QR codes 

that can be scanned with smartphones. Visualead’s codes incorporate the use of colors 
in their designs, differing from the industry’s standard black-and-white codes. 

Alibaba has not confirmed the deal, which would be its first acquisition of an Israeli 
company. 

The reported deal follows an announcement by Alibaba in October that it will open 
a research and development (R&D) center in Israel as part of the company’s $15 billion 
plan to unveil a series of R&D centers worldwide.

With the launch of its new Israeli R&D center, Alibaba joins e-commerce giants 
such as Amazon and eBay as well as more than 300 international companies that 
already maintain facilities in the Jewish state.

Report: Jewish Community Most Targeted  
by Hate Crimes in 2016
Arutz ShevA 

Statistics Canada’s release of po-
lice-reported hate crimes for 2016 
shows a 3% jump from 2015 due to 
increased targeting of specific groups, 
including the Jewish community.

The Jewish community was the most 
targeted group in 2016, accounting for 
16% of all hate crimes across Canada.

The report reveals that 221 police-reported hate crimes - 148 of which 
took place in Ontario - were against the Jewish community in 2016, up 
from 178 hate crimes in 2015. The African-Canadian community was 
the second-most targeted, while the Muslim community saw a decrease 
in incidents.

“This is, unfortunately, not shocking to learn, as the Jewish commu-
nity has always been the target of anti-Semitic and hateful attacks - often 
through vandalism, graffiti and hate speech - despite making up just over 
1% of the Canadian population,” said Avi Benlolo, President and CEO of 
Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Center (FSWC).

“It’s important to note that many incidents go unreported or are 
marked as mischief by police, meaning the number of hate crimes that 
take place is actually higher than what is reported.

“Just this past month, we have witnessed swastikas being drawn on nu-
merous buildings and even in front of a Jewish school north of Toronto, 
neo-Nazi posters found on university campuses, and the words ‘Heil 
Hitler’ drawn on a university chalkboard. With the increase in extremist 
activity on our streets, it is more important than ever that we commit to 
not allowing anti-Semitism to fester and not allow anti-Semitic groups to 
hide behind false narratives.”

FSWC tracks and counters anti-Semitism across the country, ensur-
ing incidents are reported to local police. Most recently, FSWC fielded 
complaints from the public about content found in the anti-Semitic and 
hate-ridden publication Your Ward News, which eventually led to hate 
crime charges against the editor and publisher.

Through its educational programs - including Tour for Humanity, 
Freedom Day and the National Policy Conference on Holocaust 
Education - the Center works towards promoting tolerance and human 
rights in communities across Canada.
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CIA Directors Acknowledge Israel and Saudi Arabia Collaborating to Fight Terrorism  
JNS

Israel is collaborating di-
rectly with Saudi Arabia and 
other Sunni Arab states to 
combat terrorism, according 
to CIA Director Mike Pompeo 
as well as former CIA Director 
and Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta.

“We’ve seen them work with the 
Israelis to push back against terror-
ism throughout the Middle East, to 

the extent we can continue to 
develop those relationships 
and work alongside them—
the Gulf States and broader 
Middle East will likely be 
more secure,” Pompeo said at 
the Reagan National Defense 

Forum in California.
Also at the forum, Panetta urged 

Sunni Arab states to form a military co-
alition with Israel, the U.S. and Turkey.

“The U.S. can’t do it on our own, 
obviously the Saudis can’t do it on 
their own, these other countries can’t 
do it on their own,” said Panetta. “But 
together in some kind of coalition of 
countries—of Arab countries work-
ing with the U.S., working with Israel, 
working with Turkey, to build a strong 
coalition that can operate—frankly I 
think with a joint military headquar-
ters that can…target the terrorists in 

that region, that can basically work to-
gether to try to provide stability where 
is necessary in these countries.”

In late November, Israeli Energy 
Minister Yuval Steinitz revealed that 
Israel has maintained covert contact 
with Saudi Arabia regarding Iran 
and other areas of common interest, 
marking the first official disclosure of 
the Jewish state’s developing ties with 
Riyadh.

Massachusetts Man Arrested in Connection With Theft  
of Holocaust Memorial 
JNS

A 19-year-old Massachusetts man was 
arrested over last year’s theft of a Holocaust 
memorial sculpture in Milton, Mass. 

In September 2016, the unnamed suspect 
stole the “Myriam’s Memorial” sculpture 
from Milton Cemetery. Sculptor Frank 
Manasse created the work in memory of 
his sister and the 1.5 million children who 
were killed in Nazi death camps during the 
Holocaust. 

Acting on dozens of tips, a police inves-
tigation led to the recovery of the sculpture 
and the arrest of the Massachusetts teenager 
in November. Police said they believe that 
the teenager stole the sculpture to give as 
a gift to a friend and do not suspect an an-
ti-Semitic motive. The suspect is reportedly 
cooperating with police.

“No information has been developed at this point that would lead the Milton Police Department 
to believe that this crime was motivated by hate, bias or anti-Semitic sentiment,” a police statement 
said. “Should additional information develop, those avenues would certainly be explored.”

Police also stated that they would seek a criminal complaint against the teenager and charge 
him with larceny and destroying a memorial to the dead. 

Report: Trump to Recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s Capital 
JNS

President Donald Trump is planning to announce that the 
U.S. officially recognizes Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, Yedioth 
Ahronoth reported.

According to the Israeli media outlet, Trump is also weighing 
the possibility of fulfilling his campaign pledge of moving the 
U.S. Embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.

Potential U.S. recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and 
the relocation of the U.S. embassy are reportedly motivated by 
domestic political considerations related to renewed pressure 
from Republicans and evangelical Christians regarding U.S. policy towards the Jewish state.  

The Yedioth Ahronoth report came just a day after the White House downplayed reports that 
Trump would announce the embassy’s relocation.

“This is a premature report. We have nothing to announce,” said White House Press Secretary 
Sarah Sanders, AFP reported.

Israel’s Channel 2, meanwhile, reported that Israeli government officials believe it is ex-
tremely likely that Trump would announce the embassy move in the coming days.

In a speech marking the 70th anniversary of United Nations Resolution 181, which endorsed 
the establishment of a Jewish state in what was then British Mandatory Palestine, Vice President 
Mike Pence said that Trump is “actively considering” moving the embassy. 

Trump on June 1 signed a waiver to keep the U.S. embassy in Tel Aviv. The president now 
faces a Dec. 1 deadline to decide whether or not to sign a waiver for an additional six months.
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THE ONE WEEK 

KO L L E L

It’s For All Of Us!
Read What Participants Write

Read What Participants Write

T h a n k 
you for the wonderful 
opportunity you gave me to 
partake in the annual winter 
Yarchei Kallah. I learned a lot 
more in depth in a concentrated 
mode than I have done in many 
years. The Dibuk Chaverim and 
Pilpul Chaverim was uplifting 
and the Shiurim were truly 
enjoyable.

Yossi S.

It’s For All Of Us!
Read What Participants Write

The One 
Week Kollel is a 
wonderful opportunity to leave 
the outside world for a short while and 
spend your time in a Yeshiva environment.  
A group of working people at all levels of 
Torah education- from beginners without a 
Yeshiva background, to magidei shiur – come 
together, learn with chavrusos, attend shiurim 
and work hard to gain a clearer more in depth 
understanding of sugyos in Gemorah. I had a 
tremendous feeling of spiritual growth when 
spending time in Beis Medrash with a group 
of dedicated individuals who use their hard 
earned vacation time learning Torah.

Dovid L.

Monday, Dec. 25 - Monday, Jan. 1
      9:00am - 5:00pm

Congregation Tomchei Torah
       Rav Sholom Plutchok, shlita,  Morah D’Asra

             1966 Ocean Ave (between N & O ) Brooklyn

KO L L E LKO L L E L
29th  

YEAR

Rav P’sachya Fried, shlita, Rosh Kollel 

Rav Moshe Twersky, shlita

Please call to register, or for more info

718.998.5822

ברכות מה. פרק ז שלשה שאכלו
Brachos 45. Perek Shlosha She’achlu
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 לעילוי      נשמת
 הרב ישראל בלסקי זצ’’ל

advertising
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coordination

718.692.0999
www.citicom1.com» »
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EVENT 
CALENDAR

To add your Event, please email: EDITOR@THEFJJ.COM

DECEMBER 2017
 9 • Beth Medrash Govoha – Monsey Shabbos of Chizuk

 9 • Chesed Organization – Annual Dinner

 10 • Mirrer Yeshiva – Annual Dinner

 10 • Yeshiva of Waterbury - Flatbush Chanukah Chinuch Event

 11 • Bonei Olam – Dinner

 11 • JEM – Jewish Experience of Madison - Reception

JANUARY 2018
 7 • Mesivta Yeshiva Rabbi Chaim Berlin – Annual Dinner

 7 • BINA Stroke & Brain Injury – Annual Dinner

 14 • Yeshiva Darchei Torah – Testimonial Dinner

 15-18 • Agudath Israel – Yerushalyim Yarchei Kallah

 16 • Yeshivas Livnas Hasapir/Chush - Ladies Annual Flatbush Party

 21 • Masores Bais Yaakov- Annual Dinner

 28 • Yachad - Miami Marathon

FEBRUARY 2018
 10 • Yeshiva of Far Rockaway - Annual Dinner

MARCH 2018
 10 • Shuvu – 27th Annual Dinner

 11 • Makor Disability Service – Dinner

 18 • Yeshivas Mir Yerushalayim – Annual Dinner

APRIL 2018
 29 • Makor/Womens League – Dinner

MAY 2018
 29 • Yeshiva of Brooklyn – Annual Dinner

Advertise In The FJJ Upcoming Special Issue:

718.692.1144  ads@thefjj.com

DECEMBER 14

CHANUKAH

בס”ד

You are cordially 
invited to attend the

Itchie Goldstein, Zevi Kohn, Yankie Koschitzki,  
Shimon Lefkowitz, Mechel Lieber, Chaim Lowenbraun,  

Motty Mendelsohn, Eli Segel, Shmaya Singer, Chaim Tessler

Journal Committee

JJ Bistricer, Yanky Edelstein, Jesse Frommer,  
Yankie Rosenberg, Moshe Dov Stern

Building Chairmen

Sunday Evening,  

ה’ שבט תשע”ח / 1.21.18
Ateres Chynka Hall

129 Elmwood Avenue, Brooklyn, New York

Reception: 6:00pm • Dinner: 7:00pm

MR. & MRS.  
YITZCHOK GROSSMAN

MR. & MRS.  
AVRUMI BERGMAN

Guests of Honor

MR. & MRS.  
YOSSI SNYDER

MR. & MRS.  
EPHRAIM FISCHBEIN

Parents of the Year AwardKeser Shem Tov Award

RABBI & MRS. YONASON TURNER
Harbotzas Torah Award

Dr. Moshe Cukier, Eli Goldbaum, Eli Jeidel, Moshe Katlowitz

Honorary Chairmen

Yanky Edelstein  
Zevi Samel

Dinner Chairmen

Ephraim Elchonen 
Gershy Tress, Shloime Zelcer

Journal Chairmen

1395 Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11230

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
RESERVATIONS AND ADS:
Call: 718.692.2424 x209    
Fax: 718.506.1038    
Email: dinner@masores.com

8
ח

03030

th
ANNUAL DINNER

of  
Masores Bais Yaakov
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Not All Bar Mitzvahs Are Created Equal
We had the zechus this past 

Shabbos to celebrate two extraordi-
nary Bar Mitzvahs. I would like to 
focus this week on one of the Bar 
Mitzvahs. 

� is particular Bar Mitzvah was 
exceedingly emotive and emotional 
for me and my family. It was the cul-
mination of a dream. Many years of 
yearning, hoping and longing.  

Rare does one encounter a Bar 
Mitzvah boy with so much enthu-
siasm, passion and zest to perform 
Mitzvos. � e anticipation that this 
boy had to be counted as part of a 
minyan was infectious. � e joy he 
had to put on Te� llin for the � rst time 
was contagious.   

As I spoke at the Bar Mitzvah 
boy’s simcha and began reminisc-
ing, I was overwhelmed by a rush 
of memories and a � ood of emo-
tion came cascading by. I could see 
his dad as a student, almost twenty 
years ago, growing in Yiddishkeit 
in Eretz Yisroel. I recalled standing 
years ago with his wonderful par-
ents at their Chuppah and fervently 
davening that they bear beautiful 
children who will lead Torah lives. I 
pictured the Bar Mitzvah boy grow-
ing up in our shul running to set up 
Kiddush or Havdalah, eager to have 
the Kibbud of Galilah or lead Birchos 
HaShachar. Whether it was Pirchei, 
Avos uBanim, a shiur, or a weekday 
minyan when he was o�  from school, 
you can rest assured that he was the 
� rst one in the door. � is is a boy who 
cherished and treasured every mo-
ment he spent in shul and made the 
shul into his second home. � ere are 
adults who dread sermons and tune 
out when the Rav speaks. � is boy 
sat engrossed, attentively listening to 
sermons. He truly wished to imbibe 
every moment of Kedusha.

His parents didn’t act out of rote 
or habit. Yiddishkeit wasn’t spoon 
fed to them. � ey consciously make 
the decision to swim against the tide 
and raise their children as committed 
Jews who love Torah and Mitzvos. 
� ey taught their children the impor-
tance of belonging to a Kehilla and 
appreciating what it meant to be Jews. 

I cannot describe the Nachas of 
witnessing the next generation of my 
beloved students rise through the 

ranks to become a full-� edged Bar 
Mitzvah. 

Another student from years ago, 
who participated in the same initial 
learning program as the Bar Mitzvah 
boy’s dad, was also in shul. Back then 
he had no concept of Yiddishkeit. 
Today, this other student is the proud 
father of four beautiful children who 
attend the � nest Yeshivos and Bais 
Yaakov schools in Flatbush. When 
you think about the fact that as a 
young man, he was a totally unaf-
filiated Brooklyn College student 
and today is a Ben Torah, raising a 
chashuva, frum family, it is utterly 
staggering. 

One observation was particularly 
poignant and moving for me. As the 
Bar Mitzvah boys chanted their dav-
ening and leining, I saw our current 
students in attendance all teary eyed. 
Sure, these current students have 
come to love and respect these young 
boys now becoming Bar Mitzvah but 
why tears? As one current student 
expressed to me, encapsulating the 
feelings of the others, “I am so proud 
of these boys but it also makes me 
realize that I never had the opportu-
nity at Bar Mitzvah age to read from 
the holy Torah and lead the davening. 
� ey have no idea how fortunate they 
are that their parents chose to lead a 
Torah lifestyle and gave them this 
eternal gi� .”

When I heard that, they weren’t 
the only ones misty and teary eyed. 
So was I.

Sign up for an exciting, brand 
new video series from the Rav on 
“Strengthening Your Emunah: Coping 
with Challenges” by emailing info@
bjxcenter.com. 

BJX Women’s Torah Cafe will 
be � ursday, December 21. Deluxe 
breakfast and networking at 9:30am. 
Shiur on Parsha and Life Issues at 
10am sharp. Please be on time to 
ensure you have a seat. BJX Kings 
Highway Center: 1601 Quentin Road. 

All Men are invited to the Rav’s 
popular and fascinating Halacha 
shiur on Sunday morning. Shacharis 
at 9am. Followed by hot bagels and 
coffee, Shiur at 9:45am. BJX Beis 
HaMedrash: 2915 Avenue K. 

Please email the shul office for 
Shabbos zmanim or call 646-397-1544.

Rabbi Fingerer Ignites
RAV YITZCHOK FINGERER, MORA D’ASRA, BJX 

Talmid Chacham
� e posuk tells us that Yaakov 

Avinu battled with a malach un-
til the morning. � e Gemara in 
Chullin, daf tzaddik alef, amud 
alef brings down Reb Yitzchok 
who says that from here we see 
that a talmid chacham should not 
go out alone at night. � e Gemara 
also tells us that the reason 
Yaakov went alone at night was 
because he le�  some small jugs 
and he wanted to retrieve them. 
We learn from this that tzadik-
kim value their money more than 
their own bodies because they 
earn the money righteously and 
do not steal.

� ere is a machlokes whether 
the halacha about not going out 
alone at night applies only to 
talmidei chachamim, or whether 
it applies to a regular person as 
well. Tosfos, on the above Gemara, 
quotes Rabbeinu Tam who says 
that this halacha applies only to a 
talmid chacham since the demons 
are jealous of talmidei chachamim. 
We � nd this concept in Berachos, 
daf nun daled, amud bais that 
lists three people who need extra 
protection: a king, a chosson, and 
a talmid chacham. On the oth-
er hand, we � nd the Gemara in 
Pesachim, daf bais, amud alef that 
says that a person should attempt 
to enter the city when it is light 
and not leave the city until the 
next morning. From this Gemara 
it sounds like it is forbidden for 
anyone, since the Gemara does 
not say, “talmid chacham.” One 
may make the di� erentiation that 
the Gemara in Pesachim is deal-
ing with a case where a person is 
far from his city and many dan-
gers and robbers abound there. It 
would be commonly accepted to 
say that even a common Jew who 
is not a talmid chacham should 
not go out alone there at night.

Tosfos in Pesachim, daf bais, 
amud alef argues on Rabbeinu Tam 
and says that the issur of walking 
alone at night applies to everyone 
and is not limited to talmidei cha-
chamim. � e Maharsha asks the 
question, according to Tosfos why 
does the Gemara mention talmid 

chacham? � e Maharsha answers 
that the Gemara is teaching us a 
chiddush that a talmid chacham 
should not make the mistake of 
saying that his Torah will protect 
him. In a place of danger one may 
not rely on a miracle.

In the Gemara in Chagigah, 
daf gimmel, amud bais we � nd 
that the Gemara identi� es a sho-
tah (fool) as a person who goes 
out alone at night.

Today one may be lenient in 
walking outside at night since 
there are street lamps and there-
fore on is considered not walking 
alone. This would be very im-
portant for those people who live 
upstate or are there for the sum-
mer. If someone walks at night, 
he/she should be careful to use a 
� ashlight.

� e concept of a talmid cha-
cham valuing his money more 
than his body was mentioned 
above. We � nd the opposite was 
true regarding the bnei Gad and 
bnei Reuven who were chastised 
for valuing their cattle more 
than themselves. This would 
seem to be a contradiction. � e 
Toras Chaim in Sanhedrin, daf 
ayin daled, amud alef explains 
that the emphasis of value of 
money should only be placed in 
the event that the money could 
be lost as we � nd that Yaakov 
went back for some insignifi-
cant jugs. But in the event where 
one’s money is not in danger, 
like in the case of bnei Reuven 
and bnei Gad where they were 
looking to build barns for their 
sheep before building dwellings 
for their children, their money 
was not in any particular danger. 
� ey therefore were castigated 
for looking to save their money 
before their children.

 Let us all respect our money 
and the time that was spent to 
earn it. May we be able to enjoy 
both in good health. 

Do you have a topic or dis-
cussion you want to read about? 
Please send comments or questions 
to hymanbsdhevens@gmail.com or 
berachsteinfeldscorner@gmail.com

Parsha Pilpul
RABBI BERACH STEINFELD
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with Drivewise.®

Good
Drivers
Earn
Rewards
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Call me today and get the rewards
you deserve with Drivewise.

 

David H. Cohen, CPCU, CFP®
718-859-7900
464 Kings Highway Brooklyn, NY
davidcohen@allstate.com

Usher Brecher
347-268-3420
464 Kings Highway Brooklyn, NY
abrecher@allstate.com

Sign up for free and get the Drivewise Device.
Drivewise rewards you for the safe driving you already do every day. 
Get 10% o� your auto premium right away. Then, earn up to 20% o� 
every six months based on your good driving.

Drivewise insurance feature is optional; savings vary based on driving behavior. Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Fire and 
Casualty Insurance Co., Northbrook, IL © 2015 Allstate Insurance Co.

    

4519 13th Avenue, Boro Park, 718-436-5600  405 Brighton Beach Avenue, Brighton Beach, 718-615-2034
1575 50th Street, Boro Park, 718-436-4582  6701 18th Avenue, Bensonhurst, 718-837-1100
414 Flushing Avenue, Williamsburg, 718-643-2192 1973 86th Street, Bensonhurst, 718-372-5454
44 Lee Avenue, Williamsburg, 718-486-7294  7415 Fifth Avenue, Bay Ridge, 718-491-4301
318 Albany Avenue, Crown Heights, 718-363-3291 426 86th Street, Bay Ridge, 718-748-4663
1401 Avenue J, Midwood, 718-252-6084  776 Manhattan Avenue, Greenpoint, 718-361-2068
1617 Avenue M, Midwood, 718-375-6767  326 Court Street, Carroll Gardens, 718-237-6449
1321 Kings Highway, Homecrest, 718-382-7723  418 Myrtle Avenue, Clinton Hill, 718-624-5130
1954 Flatbush Avenue, Flatbush, 718-677-8220  115 Cedarhurst Avenue, Cedarhurst, 516-295-2698
486 Neptune Avenue, Coney Island, 718-266-8756 75 Route 59, Monsey, 845-425-0189
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efundpro 

REAL ESTATE 

FINANCING 

Ensure the success of your 
investments, by having access to 
some of the most innovative credit 
products in the market . 

BUSINESS CAPITAL 

We offer a wide range of flexible  
credit solutions for businesses to 
grow and prosper. 

SERVICES 

786.489.0582 

naftali@efundpro.com 

www. eFUNDPRO.com 

BUSINESS 

 Working Capital 
 Lines Of Credit 
 Equipment Financing 
 Business Acquisitions 

REAL ESTATE 

 Residential & Commercial 
Investment Properties 

 Multi-Units 
 Construction 
 Fix & Flip 
 Lines Of Credit 
 Bridge Loans 

NEVER MISS ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY! 

APPLY NOW 

 Business Loans starting at 4.99% 

 Commercial Loans from 5.99% 

 Construction Loans as low as 8.99% 

 Hard Money Loans from 9.99% 

 Stated & Full Doc Loans 

 Loans Up to 90% LTV 
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Should I Stay or Should I Go?
Dr. Daneen Skube   
Tribune ConTenT agenCy

Q. I really like the people I work 
with, but I hate the chaotic way the 
management handles our work. I’ve 
decided the only way to have a qual-
ity life is get a new job. However, I 
really do like the actual work and 
colleagues. How do you decide if you 
should stay or go?

A. Before you choose one or the 
other, understand that you can do 
both at the same time. Here are the 
ways you can grow where you are cur-
rently planted, and ways to identify 
better work.

The great news is you are not in des-
perate need of a new job. Desperation 
often makes people jump into bad 
jobs, as the alternative is to have no 
job. You are currently employed even 
if you are not happy right now.

Before leaping into a full-speed job 
hunt, consider strategies to make your 
job better while you are there. You like 
the people and the work, so these ar-
eas don’t need fixing. The stress level is 
where you should focus.

Ask yourself if you can set better 
boundaries. For instance, if your boss 
wants you to fly, ask him to help you 
learn how. He will quickly see flying 
is not realistic. If your boss wants you 
to get 16 hours of work done in 4, ask 
him which jobs he doesn’t want to get 
done. Give people options that define 
what you can and cannot do. Options 
avoid power struggles.

Consider whether your ego is 
forcing you to prove you are a super 
employee. Being able to admit limits 
means you will not cooperate with 
managers expecting you to have none. 
Our external circumstances cause less 
job stress than our internal reactions 
to our external circumstances. Pay at-
tention to how you are reacting, and 
think about what you can say and do 
to react more resiliently.

Avoid power struggles at all costs. 
If people are wrong, let them figure 
out they are wrong. Do not try to save 
everyone from their own stupidity. 
No one will thank you, and you will 
end up getting in wars that cost your 
peace.

As you are improving your current 
circumstances, ask yourself who you’d 
work for if you could work for anyone? 

Throw the doors of possibility open 
and brainstorm. The next question is 
who within these companies would 
you like to work for? Now figure out 
any way you can connect with this 
individual.

Perhaps you are going to inter-
view them for an article or research. 
Perhaps you’ve done something in 
your current job that would be of in-
terest. Perhaps you join a professional 
organization and take a leadership 
role. Any way you can connect as a 
useful colleague to your future boss 
allows you to meet that person as a 
peer, not job seeker.

You get a chance to interview a 
potential boss. You may realize you 
would never work for that person, or 
you may like a beautiful mind. If you 
have a connection, you can handwrite 
a letter. Make it clear you aren’t look-
ing for a job but rather are impressed 
with him or her and would like the 
chance to work together in the future.

The benefit of growing where you 
are now is that you will enjoy where 
you are more while you look. If you 
run on fire to get away from a mis-
erable situation, your judgement will 
be compromised. You may even jump 
from your current fire to another fry-
ing pan job.

As you improve your current cir-
cumstances, you may decide you like 
your job again. If not, you will have 
the luxury of leisurely seeking a tru-
ly better opportunity and connecting 
with a boss and company where you 
are certain you’ll thrive!

The Last Word(s)
Q. My team is constantly jostling 

to impress my boss with promises 
and bragging about their accom-
plishments. I don’t want to be in-
visible, but this seems foolish and 
useless. Is there a better way to catch 
my boss’s attention?

A. Yes, speak softly and carry big 
results. Your boss cares more about 
solutions than snappy sales pitches. 

nterpersonal Edge
TOOLS FOR SUCCESSFUL INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS

Daneen Skube, Ph.D., executive coach, train-
er, therapist and speaker. She is also author 
of “Interpersonal Edge: Breakthrough Tools 
for Talking to Anyone, Anywhere, About 
Anything” (Hay House, 2006).  
You can contact Dr. Skube at www.interper-
sonaledge.com or 1420 NW Gilman Blvd., 
#2845, Issaquah, WA 98027.  
(c) 2017 Interpersonal Edge distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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for a free quote.

EXPERT 
AGENT IN 
THE KNOW  
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hands?SM It means that I know the 

risks in the area. I’ll use my local 

expertise to help you choose the 

right amount of protection. And I’ll 

be there to help you over the years. 

Call or stop in for a free, 

no-obligation Personalized 

Insurance Proposal today. 



93718.692.1144 | thefjj.comDecember 7, 2017

B R O O K L Y N L A K E W O O D M O N S E Y
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Seminary
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Rebbetzin Sora F. Bulka
M E N A H E L E S

Rabbi Yeshaya Levy
M E N A H E L
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BROOKLYN
Monday
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1492 East 12th St, Brooklyn

7:30 pm
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7:30 pm

LAKEWOOD
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139 Ocean Ave, Lakewood

7:30 pm

Looking forward to greeting you personally!

Experıence a year
of accomplishment

THENEWSEMINARY.

MEET THE HANHALA AND FIND OUT
WHY HUNDREDS OF BAIS YAAKOV GRADUATES

HAVE CHOSEN THE NEW SEMINARY.
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DISCOVER
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Kosherfest – Part II
Rochelle & YisRoel Rothman

This morning, I also spoke with 
Tamar Genger, from Joyofkosher.com.

RR: What is your schedule today 
and your official title? 

TG: Today, is all the food demos. 
My Official title is, Exec Editor of joy-
ofkosher.com. Although, we’re actual-
ly, changing things now. We are going 
through a rebrand to Jamiegeller.com.

RR: I’ve seen that. I know you 
for quite a while.  We go back to 
Tupperware, when you lived in New 
York.  I remember then, you were very 
involved as a nutritionist, and you gave 
me great ideas.  Because at the time, 
I was turning over my health for the 
better. I was involved with Tupperware 
a long time.  When you made aliyah, 
your whole life changed.  I know that 
you love it.  I’ve seen you travel. What 
has it done for you as it expanded your 
career, by going to Eretz Yisroel?

TG: Yes, I remember that, too. It’s 
interesting.  It definitely changed a 
lot of things.  I don’t know, it’s a hard 
question.  

RR: I’ve seen some of your videos 
on youtube, some of the things you’ve 
done since you’re there.  I know you 
went to Hong Kong.  

TG:  That was my personal travel.  
It influenced me for sure.  I like to pull 
out the healthy things in these places.  

RR: But, you use it. In your cook-
ing. You utilized the knowledge of the 
foods you found there, right? 

TG: I love to travel and I love to 
explore new things, when possible eat 
things, and bring those flavors back to 
my kitchen.  

RR: Usually, in the kosher market, 
you see sushi a lot. You see a lot of 
things like that. And people are into 
that.  I like the healthy part from these 
places.

TG: For me, and I know it’s big ev-
erywhere now.  I feel like I’m ahead of 
the trend on vegetables.  I love vegeta-
bles! I actually really do love them. If 

they’re prepared well, if they’re fresh.  
In Israel, I actually order them from 
a farm now. It’s amazing what you are 
able to get there, too.  It’s not necessar-
ily organic.  I’m not obsessed about or-
ganic. But it’s all fresh when you order 
direct from the farm. It’s coming fresh.

RR: In New York, you can only get 
them at a Farmer’s Market.  You have 
to trust what you’re getting.  You don’t 
always get what you think you’re get-
ting. I also know that people who are 
pre-diabetic and people who are dia-
betic have to be wary of excess carbo-
hydrates.  The complex carbohydrates 
are very important, right? That’s the 
vegetables, right? 

TG: The complex carbohydrates 
are more your whole grains.  Diabetics 
do need to be concerned. I feel like 
people go crazy over no carbs. They 
say, no carbs, no carbs, no carbs! What 
type of carbs? It’s like everything.  The 
type of fat.  The type of sugar is a little 
bit harder.  Some are better than oth-
ers. But good carbs you need in your 
diet. They’re good for you.  They keep 
you full and they have fiber.  You need 
the fiber, too.  They help your body 
run. Everything about it is important. 
Jamie always argues with me over this. 
She agrees with me, but she’s afraid 
of carbs.  I’m like, stay away from the 
sugar!   

Eat whole grains, eat faro, and qui-
noa. They are complex carbs. They 
help keep you going for the day.

RR:  Please explain to me your new 
program. I’ve gotten emails on it. I’m 
trying to understand it.  I saw it online 
when you launched the four-week 28-
day challenge.  You gave out a shop-
ping list each week, and a menu for 
all the meals.  It was a downloadable 
E-book.

TG: We started it as a pilot program 
to eat healthy for that month.  It was 
called the 28-Day Challenge. A four-
week challenge to eat healthy for that 

month. It included all the meals you 
needed and a shopping list each week.  
It was a downloadable E-book.  It was 
really successful. Everyone really loved 
it.  

We felt from the response, it would 
be better in a different package. It 
would be all online, and it’s a little 
more pick and choose.  When it was 
in the book, you felt you had to eat ev-
erything. Here, you don’t have to eat 
everything.

RR: This is my question for all 
these programs. I have a lot of readers 
who email me, “Do I have to eat kale? 
Or do I have to eat this?” Do you give 
substitutions in your recipes?

TG:  When possible, we give substi-
tutes. As part of this program, we have 
a private Facebook group community 
for support.  As well as we’re always 
available by email where you get sup-
port.  The Facebook group has been 
fantastic for people to get this kind of 
support.  It’s hard to know everyone’s 
likes and dislikes.

What I do believe is, in not making 
things you don’t like. You can skip it.  
Maybe you do eat out once a week. 
You don’t force yourself to eat kale or 
mushrooms, if you don’t like it. Here 
you can try it again.  Try a different 
version of it.  You’re not going to stick 
to a good healthy food plan with food 
you don’t like.

RR: I’ve had kale in a salad in a 
restaurant and it was delicious!  I really 
like it.  I was afraid to try it myself.

TG: You can have substitutions.  
Don’t keep making something you 
will not like.  You will stick to a healthy 
food plan.   It’s called Fresh Family.  
Here and there you can skip a recipe. 
You can sign up for a month or for the 
year.  Every week, you get a menu plan, 
with a shopping list.  It’s online and 
you can print out the recipes.  Put it in 
a binder.  Before the meals were for six 
people, a larger family.  Some felt it was 
too much.  Now the plans are for four.  
It’s easier to cut it in half.  You can pick 
and choose.  We have calorie info per 
portion. It’s not too rigid. We want you 
to have good options. Learn it. Learn 
which foods are higher density so you 
should have less of it.  Like pasta for 
example. How it’s cooked.

RR: For Shabbos, what do you do?
TG: Learn which foods you can 

have more of. Pair down food for 
Shabbos.  Most people will add to it.  

Realize it is like a cheat day, to take it 
easy. 

RR: I recently, went away for two 
weeks.  I left my husband twelve days 
of food in the freezer in portions for 
him. My children had him for Shabbos 
meals, but he didn’t need to go to them 
otherwise.  That’s how I like to cook 
and freeze.  Your program sounds great 
and easy to follow!  I know it will work 
for my readers and me, too.  Cooking 
and freezing ahead in portions, I know 
I won’t go over the amount to eat.

TG: I know you are the “FREEZER 
QUEEN!” 

 RR: I feel people in your program 
will like the calorie information.

TG: I want people to have a mindset 
what portions are.  Not to be focused 
on it. You learn that. I want them to 
have good healthy options.

RR: What about the controversy 
over Splenda, or Truvia? 

TG: It isn’t great for our minds…
makes you think you can eat more.  
We don’t know what’s added in their 
packet.  Some people are putting five 
of them in their coffee!  Add instead 
less sugar, date honey is great from 
Israel. And date sugar. It has less of 
an impact on glycemic index.  Get 
natural apple cider vinegar, which has 
some sediment, like the Bragg brand, 
it looks cloudy.  Add it to your salad 
dressing.

RR: Thank you Tamar for your 
expertise!  May you and Jamie have 
continued hatzlacha!

Tovavi Fresh Falafel is a partner-
ship between CEO, Tova Chansky and 
her son Avi. They were, originally sup-
plying their falafel line for the Greek 
market.  Now, they are venturing into 
the kosher market. Their falafel is 
vegan and gluten free.  It tastes very 
good!  It comes frozen, to prepare it, 
put it frozen right into the frying pan, 
four at a time with a bit of olive oil 
and you’re ready to go! They now have 
two reliable hashgachas for their line.  
Currently, they are available for food 
service in 6 lb. per case.  Each one is an 
ounce and have 96 balls in a bag. They 
contain no flour.

Dear Readers, now that you have 
the info, you can add these great 
foods to your shopping lists and get 
to enjoy these new products for your-
self !  Stay tuned for Kosherfest Part 
III, on new products to add to your 
shopping lists!

Over 550 recipes and tips are featured in Rochelle’s humorous and entertaining cookbook, NOT JUST A 
COOKBOOK. It also features many “multi-ethnic” recipes that were adapted for the Kosher cook. Rochelle’s 

book examines food around the year by month. Call 718-258-0415 for more information. Rochelle has 
been a Custom Kitchen Planning expert using Tupperware containers, for over 41 years. She is available 

for Freezer classes & cooking demo events for fundraisers as well as Tupperware demonstrations. Go 
to my.tupperware.com/rochellerothman. Call to find out about the SUPER SALES for FALL! 

 Tired of throwing out food? No BPA

Organize your kitchen clutter NOW!!!
Get rid of your freezer mess! – 

No more UFO’s! (Unidentified foreign objects)
FREE GIFTS to all Kallah orders over $275.00

Minimum-10% FREE products plus MORE!!
Call Rochelle Rothman at 718-258-0415  

to find out details

Your Kitchen CAN look like this!!

GREAT Sales for FALL
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Heart Notes from Argentina
BY MORAH LUNI

Hi, my dear readers and friends! 
Today I am going to tell you a nice 
story which shows what is like to 
fear Bore Olam. But not fear like 
Pachad, but Irat Shamaim when 
one is aware that everything comes 
from Heaven, totally everything 
and one should not mind being 
told otherwise. One must follow 
the straight path and Bore Olam 
will never leave you alone. Amen!

It is said that in Bailostok town, 
in Poland (where I was two years 
ago and listened to this story), 
the new Novardok Yeshivah had 
been established some time before 
the Second World War. � e Rosh 
Yeshivah was (I am sure you already 
know) the Hagaon Rabbi Abraham 
Ya� en. One morning they were vio-
lently invaded by the cruel Russian 
Army. As soon as the O�  cial came 
in, he immediately ordered to close 
down the Yeshivah, otherwise, 
they would all be shot. What did 
this Tzaddik Rosh Yeshivah do? He 
stood up and said: “It is impossible 
to close it down!” He took o�  his 
coat and told them to shoot him. 
� en, all the 600 Bachurim who 
were there, also took their coats o�  
and said: “Shoot me � rst!” and an-
other Bachur said: “No! Shoot me 
� rst!” and so on…  Among those 
boys there was � e Steipler, Rabbi 
Chaim Kanievsky’s father, who 
would later become Gadol Haddor!

� e Commandant in Chief was 
puzzled and said: “But, aren’t you 
frightened?” And the Rosh Yeshivah 
answered: “Sorry, but we only fear 
G-d! � ere is no life without Torah 

study for us!” (As they say: Reshid 
Chochmah Irat Hashem).

In face of this heroic act, (al-
though you, dear mums, cannot 
believe it) unprecedentedly, the 
Russian Army le�  the Yeshivah and 
walked out in peace! How can this 
be understood? Why? Because they 
followed the Path of Bore Olam! 
And even with everything in life, 
although we are in 2017, everything 
we do should be on the right way 
as Bore Olam wants and asks from 
us. And we will create Malachim 
on our sides, who will look a� er 
us for 120 years. � e Guemarah 
says in Mashechet Shabbat, that the 
greatest treasure of a person in this 
world is the Irat hashem Hi Otzaroh, 
which means: ‘the fear of love is 
the greatest treasure.’ Why? Rabba 
says: A� er 120 years when one gets 
to the future world, one is asked: 
“Have you done your business 
honestly? Have you � xed a time to 
study Torah? Have you concerned 
yourself with your descendants? 
Have you longed for the arrival of 
� e Moshiach? Did you care about 
wisdom?” � e Guemarah says that 
in spite of having achieved all the 
previous requisites, the clue is to do 
it with Irat Hashem, knowing that 
we have A Bore Olam above us! 
� is is also Kiddush Hashem!

I tell you this so that nobody 
fears anything or anybody, except 
our Dear Ha Kaddosh Baruch Hu 
and thus, all our prayers will be an-
swered positively! Amen!

Hope to see you soon!
Morah Luni
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Chanukah: Insights and Inspirations 
Yehudis: The Balance between Idealism and Realism
Zahava Deitsch

The candles may no longer glow 
and the latkes may be gone. What 
can we take with us from this year’s 
Chanukah experience other than 
wider waistlines and unwanted 
weight? The Chanukah epic leaves 
us with many lessons to be learned, 
but possibly one of its most “en-
lightening” messages delineates the 
balance between idealism and re-
alism. Perhaps we could gain more 
clarity on this complex and some-
what confusing subject by consult-
ing our wise and worldly friend, Mr. 
Webster.

The dictionary definitions of 
idealism and realism “highlight” 
the difference between the Torah’s 
and the secular perspective on this 
subject. Idealism means “seeing 
things as they should be.” Realism, 
on the other hand, is “seeing things 
as they are.” A realist is pragmatic, 
efficient and effective. These defini-
tions seem to suggest that secular 
culture considers idealism and real-
ism as complete opposites; a person 
is either one or the other. The Torah 
perceives these concepts as compli-
mentary rather than contradictory; 
both are necessary to produce a 
perfect blend which will balance 
the equation.

Can we “average” people walk 
the tightrope between the two 
without losing our balance and 
falling from our rather precarious 
perch? Our dissatisfaction with 
Webster’s myopic view of “reali-
ty” might soon be replaced by our 
wish for a guidebook on the ABC’s 
of balancing idealism and realism. 
Within the format of the story of 
Yehudis we find just such a freebie. 
Let us follow Yehudis as she walks 
us through this incredible drama, 
gaining insight and inspiration as 
we go along.

Yehudis, one of several heroines 
at center stage in the Chanukah 
drama, was the very same woman 
who severed the head of Helifernes, 
the general of the Greek army. What 
adjectives would we use to describe 
such a daring woman? We would 
conjure up the image of someone 
who works out, lifts weights, drinks 
gallons of Gatorade, devours pro-
tein bars and pops vitamin pills 
24/7. We would imagine her as 
aggressive, almost ruthless, who 

would destroy anyone who gets in 
her way.

 Surprisingly, this composite 
portrait is quite inaccurate. Yehudis 
was a widow, respected for her wis-
dom and renowned for both her 
piety and power of prayer. Since 
she spent her days davening and 
fasting, it seems unlikely that she 
was a muscle-bound athlete. What 
caused this Tzaddekes to turn into 
an assassin?

As the scenario unfolds, 
Yerushalayim is under siege by the 
Greek army and the majority of the 
population is at the brink of dying 
from thirst. If death had previous-
ly been imminent, it now seemed 
inevitable. Desperate to discover 
a new source of water, the Cohen 
Gadol, the Chachamim and elders, 
pleaded for Hashem’s help within 
five days. When prayer, the most 
powerful weapon in the arsenal of 
Am Yisroel, had not brought salva-
tion, they then turned to Yehudis 
to plead for their survival. She real-
ized that their Tefillos were not an-
swered because Hashem cannot be 
given an ultimatum. Help will come 
only if and when Hashem wants it 
to. Yehudis requested that the en-
tire city unite in Ta’anis and Tefillah 
with pleas for a long-term solution.

     Yehudis’ approach for finding 
a solution to this particular prob-
lem is a model of her method for 
dealing with problem-solving in 
general. And here is how Yehudis 
employed her ABC’s technique.

Assess! We must assess the sit-
uation in two steps: First, to com-
pare how we think things should be 
with how they actually are and then 
decide on the specific goal that we 
want to attain. Second, formulate a 
detailed plan of how to reach this 
goal.

Bitachon. While we must be-
lieve that the goal can actually 
be achieved, we must remember 
that no matter how perfect the 
plan, Hashem’s help is necessary 
to ensure its success. We must do 
our Hishtadlus, but it is Hashem’s 
Hashgacha alone which totally de-
termines the outcome.

C. Carry out the plan with 
Courage and Confidence. The 
success of her strategy was the 
blending of her Bitachon, bril-
liance and bravery.  The elders 

of Yerushalayim 
assessed the siege 
in terms of a short-
term goal, finding 
a new source of 
water.  Yehudis , 
however, under-
stood that a long-
term solution was 
necessary- the total defeat of the 
Greek army. This goal of Greek 
withdrawal could only material-
ize if the “head” of the army was 
removed, compelling the Greek 
forces to flee in panic.

After the communal Tefillah 
and Ta’anis had been completed, 
Yehudis now turned to the second 
step of her assessment, devising a 
detailed strategy that would compel 
the Greek army to completely with-
draw. Three conditions were needed 
for her plan to be implemented: she 
had to be allowed behind enemy 
lines, given access to Helifernes, 
and have permission to leave the 
camp freely three times daily to 
pray, as was her custom, so that she 
could easily escape after the deed 
was done.

Yehudis left Yerushalyim with 
her basket of wine and cheese, mak-
ing her way to the Greek camp. She 
made it clear to the sentries that she 
had no interest in Hellenistic cul-
ture or any intention to convert or 
compromise her Judaism. Yehudis 
explained that a Divine decree 
had been sealed; the Jewish army 
would be defeated and Jerusalem 
destroyed. To remain in the city 
meant certain death; seeking asy-
lum, she wanted to join the winning 
team. Impressed by both her beauty 
and wisdom, the general’s guards 
brought her to Helifernes’ private 
quarters.

Yehudis served the wine and 
cheese, whose soporific effect soon 
put him into a deep sleep. Her well-
planned strategy was quickly “exe-
cuted.” Wielding Helifernes’ sword, 
Yehudis quickly severed his head 
and concealed it in her basket. The 
return to Yerushalayim evoked no 
resistance since the sentries were 
accustomed to her leaving the 
camp to pray. The sight of their 
general’s severed head impaled 
above the wall of Yerushalayim 
sent the Greek army retreating in 
terror.

‘S. Speed (Zrizus). The last let-
ter of Yehudis’ ABC’s, the “S,” can 
also be considered a basic com-
ponent in balancing the equation. 
Once Yehudis had established a 
goal and devised her strategy, she 
carried it out swiftly- with incom-
parable courage and confidence. 
The Sifsei Chaim says that Speed 
is a prerequisite for proper Avodas 
Hashem. If you set a goal, then 
you must pursue it with Zrizus, as 
swiftly as possible.

During the time of the 
Chashmonaim, Klal Yisroel lost the 
privilege of performing the Avodah 
for fifty-two years as a punishment 
for being lackadaisical and lethargic 
The Torah teaches us that dream-
ing without doing is an exercise in 
futility. 

 The Mishna in Avos advises us 
to be both “as light as an eagle” and 
“to run like a deer.” An eagle sym-
bolizes our goals; soaring heaven-
ward, it rises above the mundane 
and material world of Gashmiyus. 
Flying skyward like an eagle is not 
enough; like a deer, we too must 
run swiftly, yet still have our feet on 
the ground. As a deer runs, it con-
stantly looks back to keep an eye on 
the proximity of its pursuer. We too 
must continually reassess the situ-
ation and determine whether we 
must change direction or take an 
alternate route.

This Mishna provides us with 
a vivid picture of the perfect bal-
ance between idealism and real-
ism which Yehudis had achieved. 
Although a goal may be idealis-
tic, the strategy for attaining it 
must be highly realistic. Both the 
means and the end must always be 
within the parameters of what is 
Halachically permissible. A master 
teacher, Yehudis taught us a model 
lesson on how the Torah wants us 
to deal with our Avodas Hashem, 
from the minutest details of daily 
life to our loftiest dreams and mon-
umental decisions.
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¾ cups warm milk or soy milk
¼ cup sugar
1 packet active dry yeast
2 ¼ cups all purpose � our
¼ tsp kosher salt
2 tablespoons margarine, at 

room temp. 
2 egg yolks
Strawberry jelly
Confectioners sugar
Oil for frying

1 Pour the warm milk into a bowl. Stir in the sugar and yeast until dissolved. Let stand 
until yeast is activated and foam forms. About 10 minutes.

2 In a bowl, whisk together � our and salt. Make a well in the center and put in margarine, 
eggs, and yeast mixture. Mix by hand or with mixer until dough forms into a ball. 
Cover dough with plastic wrap and let rise in a warm place for 1 hour.

3 Lightly grease a baking sheet. Transfer the dough to a lightly � oured surface and 
roll out to ½ inch. Using a round 2-3 inch cookie cutter or the top of a glass cut out 
doughnuts. Transfer the doughnuts to the prepared baking sheet, spacing them 1 inch 
apart. Spray the tops of the doughnuts with cooking spray and cover with plastic wrap. 
Let stand in a warm place until doughnuts have doubled in size, about 20 minutes.

4 In a large metal pot, heat about 3 inches of oil to 350.. Working in batches of three, fry the 
doughnuts until golden brown. About 1 minute per side. Li�  donuts out with a slotted 
spoon and transfer to a wire cooling rack or a paper towel and let cool for ten minutes.

5 When cool, cut a slit in the doughnut with a pointed, serrated knife and pipe or spoon 
in about 1/2 Tab. of Jelly. Dust with confectioners sugar. � ese doughnuts are best 
eaten fresh. 

Sufganiyot
The temperatures are 
dropping! Enjoy these 
sizzling donuts with your 
family over Chanukah!

TIP: Don’t like jelly? No problem. Just fi ll it with 

custard, caramel, or make a hole and coat with 
chocolate glaze and top with sprinkles.

Chocolate glaze:

5 Tablespoons  margarine

4 oz. semi sweet chocolate chips

2 cups confectioners sugar

¼ cup water

Directions:  Melt chocolate chips and margarine, either 
in a double boiler or in the microwave. Whisk in confec-
tioners s sugar and water until combined. Keep warm 
until ready to use. Dip the doughnuts one at a time, into 
the warm glaze, covering the top half of each doughnut. 
Place the doughnuts on a wire rack and let set for 10 min-
utes. Serve immediately.

To make a vanilla glaze follow the instructions for making 
the chocolate glaze, omitting the chocolate chips and de-
creasing the hot water by 3 Tablespoons

PREP T IME
20 minutes

1.5 hours rising

COOK T IME
2 minutes

15 servings

Dairy

or Parve

 Beginner
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Vacation During Dating
DEAR MRS. ROSE,
Our daughter is in the middle of a Shidduch.  � e boy is ev-
erything she’s looking for and so far it seems to be going well.  

� e issue at hand is as follows, the shadchan just called us and said 
that the boy is going to Israel for Chanukah. He’s staying for about 
ten days.  As much as we would like to “ fargin” him the time o� , what 
about the Shidduch?  Will it get stale, out of sight out of mind? Doesn’t 
a Shidduch need “hemschech”, continuity?  What is your take on this, 
and shouldn’t we have been told before the Shidduch started?  Waiting 
to hear from you, as Chanukah is around the corner.  Also, do we have 
any recourse here?      

A Shidduch Waiting 

DEAR A SHIDDUCH WAITING,
I totally understand where you are coming from, however, this 
scenario has happened many a time before and will play itself 

out for the good, just as all the others have. I have done a few shid-
duchm that started before Elul zman, one or two dates, and o�  the boy 
went to Eretz Yisrael for six weeks. � e girls were noti� ed a� er the “get 
your foot in the door- � rst date”. I must say, they waited, maybe not 
so patiently, and they are all married.  Bashert is Bashert! Don’t wor-
ry about “out of sight, out of mind” remember there is also “absence 
makes the heart grow fonder”. As far as having been told, probably a� er 
the “get your foot in the door-� rst date”, but it’s all ok. Take it in stride, 
roll with the punches. Your daughter may need this time to re� ect, see 
where she’s heading etc. � e Ribono Shel Olam knows exactly what we 
all need and orchestrates all scenarios!  Just to be “dan lekaf zechus”, 
he probably had the cheap non-refundable tickets that he bought six 
months ago. Let him enjoy! Don’t’ make these “yomim achodim” into 
more than they are. You may be pleasantly surprised how this will all 
play itself out. Remember Simchas Hachaim and Emunah!

Wishing all of Klal Yisroel a Freilechen Chanukah.  May all of us 
be zoche to a “pach shemen” that will light up our lives and the world!

Reminder: Dor Yeshorim before the � rst!    
Chana Rose

Q

A

מזל טוב
ENGAGEMENTS 

Elazar Spitzer to Dina Shipper

Yitzie Scheinman to Leah Jacobson

Josh Blank to Danielle Stark

Max Tune to Rivki Eckstein

Omer Hasis to Chanie Zikvashvilli

Meir Stefansky to Raizy Leshkowitz

Mendy Malinas to Miriam Katzoff

Zalman Leib Charloff to Rivky Pancer

Tzvi Singer to Devorah Taub

WEDDINGS

Aryeh Spitzer and Bashy Gross

BAR MITZVAHS

Aharon Gerber

SUBMIT YOUR SIMCHOS TO INFO@THEFJJ.COM
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Ask the Flatbush

Shadchan
Mrs. Chana Rose

SHADCHANIM LIST
ALIZA HYMAN alizafrumny11@aol.com

BINYAN ADEI AD 718.256.7525
BONEI BAYIS info@boneibayis.org

CHANA ROSE chanarose36@verizon.net
FREDDY FRIEDMAN yis12345@gmail.com

KESHER TOV GROUP keshertov.com
RABBI SHLOMO ZALMEN BREGMAN Director@JELN.org

RAYZEL HARRAR 718.376.8547
SHAINDY MITNICK 347.322.0001
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WEDDINGS 
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DJ’S  

 SHABBOS  
ACCAPELLA  
SINGERS 

EVENT  
PLANNING

ShloimeDachs.com
917.295.3607

YEHOSHUASOLOMON
ONE MAN BAND SINGER DJ & SOUND

YEHOSHUASOLOMON.COM
JEWISHSINGER@GMAIL.COM

O: 718.872.6761
C: 917.567.4853
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� e episode of Mechirat Yosef, 
the sale of Yosef by his brothers, 
could easily be misinterpreted as 
simply a situation of common, ev-
eryday sibling strife. If we read this 
Parasha superficially, we might walk 
away with the gravely erroneous 
impression that the brothers’ plan 
to eliminate Yosef emanated from 
sheer resentment, envy and enmity. 

Such an understanding reflects 
a fundamental misperception of 
the twelve righteous sons of Yaa-
kob. During the time of the Bet Ha-
Mikdash, the Kohen Gadol wore a 
breastplate upon which the names 
of the twelve tribes were engraved. 
G-d would communicate with the 
Kohen Gadol through these letters; 
when a question of national concern 
arose, the Kohen would ask G-d for 
guidance, and G-d conveyed His re-
sponse by illuminating certain letters 
that spelled out the answer. � us, the 
names of Yaakob’s sons were the ve-
hicle of prophecy, the means through 
which G-d communicated with man. 
It is inconceivable that men of this 
stature would try killing their brother 
and then sell him as a slave out of ha-
tred and anger. � ese were great sa-
dikim, and their actions in this story 
must be understood in this light. 

� e Seforno (37:18) explains that 
when the brothers gathered to decide 
whether to kill Yosef, they convened 
an official session of Bet Din. � ey 
sat as a group of sages to determine 
Yosef’s status and concluded that he 
is guilty of Mored BeMalchut, at-
tempting to rebel against the royal 
authority of Yehuda. � is was not a 
reckless decision borne out of hate 
and resentment; it was a judiciously 
determined halachic ruling, which 
they reached a� er conscientious de-
liberation. � is explains how, imme-
diately a� er casting their brother into 
a pit, they sat down to dine (37:25). 
As several commentators noted, not 
even the most vicious murderer sits 
down to a festive meal a� er commit-
ting a murder. But Yosef’s brothers 
were not criminals, Heaven forbid. 
� ey issued a formal halachic ruling 
with the authority of a Bet Din, and 
according to halacha, members of a 
Bet Din may not eat while deciding 
matters of capital punishment. Un-
derstandably, then, a� er concluding 
their deliberations and executing 
their sentence, they broke their fast. 

� is also explains why they re-
moved Yosef’s special cloak before 
casting him into the pit (37:23). Ac-
cording to halacha, defendants or 
litigants who stand trial may not be 
dressed in a manner that might in-
fluence the judges’ perception. For ex-
ample, it is forbidden to hold a court 
session with one litigant dressed in 
fine clothing and the other in a poor 
man’s garments, as this may result in 
an unfairly positive predisposition 
toward the better-dressed litigant. 
Yosef’s brothers realized that their 
judgment might be impaired if they 
saw Yosef dressed in his special cloak 
that represented the unique status 
Yaakob a� orded him. � ey therefore 
removed his cloak so that they could 
render a fair, honest and impartial 
ruling on Yosef’s status. 

What, then, was the sin of Yosef’s 
brothers? If, indeed, they were mo-
tivated by sincere motives, and they 
acted responsibly and based on their 
objective understanding of halacha, 
where was their judgment mistaken? 

� e prophet Amos (2:6) states in 
reference to the sin of Yosef’s broth-
ers, “for their having sold a righteous 
man for money, and a poor man for 
shoes.” Amos here emphasizes not 
the plan to eliminate Yosef and drive 
him from the family, but rather the 
fact that this was done “for money” 
and “for shoes.” � e brothers were 
justified in their decision to rid them-
selves of Yosef, but were guilty of 
seeking monetary gain in the process. 

They negotiated with the buy-
ers and demanded a sum of money 
as well as several pairs of shoes in 
exchange for Yosef, and herein lay 
their sin. According to some com-
mentators, the demand for money 
could perhaps be excused as an at-
tempt to preserve Yosef’s dignity; 
handing him over to the merchants 
gratis would have been extremely 
humiliating. But the brothers insist-
ed as well on several pairs of shoes, 
and for this minor infraction they 
were held accountable. 

To properly understand the sto-
ries in Tanach, one must use more 
than an English translation; one 
must view these stories through the 
lenses of Hazal and the commentar-
ies, lest he misinterpret the conduct 
of the great sadikim. Only with the 
proper guidance of our Sages can we 
properly understand the events told 

in Tanach and gain inspiration from 
the piety and spiritual greatness of 
our righteous ancestors. 

Q: Is a delayed Berit Mila per-
formed on � ursday, Fri-

day, or Shabbat? 
� e halacha says that a baby boy 

who is born on Shabbat has a Mila 
eight days later on Shabbat. Mila 
takes precedence over Shabbat. 
Likewise, Mila take precedence over 
Yom Tov. 

Halacha also holds that a Mila 
delayed because the baby was sick, 
or because he was jaundiced or un-
derweight, or because he was born 
via Caesarean section, does not take 
precedence over Shabbat or Yom 
Tov, and hence may not take place 
on a Shabbat or Yom Tov. � e term 
referring to a delayed Mila is: “Mila 
Shelo Biz’mana.” Again, a delayed 
Mila may not take place on Shabbat 
or Yom Tov. 

An interesting point is that, aside 
from prohibiting a delayed Mila on 
Shabbat or Yom Tov, one is forbid-

den to perform a delayed Mila on a 
� ursday or Friday as well. What is 
the logic of this halacha? We know 
that there is considerable pain on 
the second and third day following 
an operation, and on these days we 
take measures to help alleviate the 
discomfort. Such measures would 
probably entail tasks that are forbid-
den on Shabbat. So a delayed Mila 
that would take place on � ursday 
or Friday could probably cause a 
person to transgress the Shabbat in 
order to alleviate the baby’s pain. 
� erefore, it would be inappropri-
ate to perform a delayed Mila on a 
� ursday or Friday for it is improper 
to create a situation that might lead 
to a transgression of Shabbat. 

This is the opinion of many 
poskim, including the Tashbets, the 
Taz, the Kanhag, and many others. 
� ey all hold that a delayed Mila 
may not take place on a � ursday, 
Friday, or on Shabbat. (See Yabia 
Omer, Helek 5, siman 23.)

Rabbi Mansour: Parasha
A COMPENDIUM OF PRACTICAL HALACHOT & ILLUMINATING INSIGHTS FROM THE WEEKLY PARASHA

WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

Parashat Vayesheb:
Understanding the Sale of Yosef 
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“Stop, Coward”
Sometimes Harav Ovadia was so 

unaware of his surroundings that even 
when others tried to alert him to immi-
nent danger, he just waved it off, assum-
ing that they were exaggerating.

While on a flight from Dallas to 
New York with his father, Rav Yitzchak 
Yosef noticed that the plane was flying 
dangerously low. Neither father nor 
son understood English, and while 
Rav Yitzchak noticed that the people 
around him were talking in frightened 
voices, he didn’t understand that they 
were saying that the plane’s gas tank 
had developed a hole, and the fuel was 
quickly leaking out.

The pilot lowered his altitude to 
try to preserve his fuel and find a spot 
to land. Upon noticing that the plane 
was whizzing dangerously close to the 
rooftops, Rav Yitzchak touched his fa-
ther on the arm and said, “Abba, we’re 
going to crash!”

Without lifting his eyes from the 
Gemara that was his constant com-
panion on flights, Harav Ovadia said, 
“Tafsik, pachdan” (Stop, coward). A 
couple of seconds later, a Jewish wom-
an who knew some Hebrew stood up 
and shouted to Rav Yitzchak, “Tell 
your father that we’re in danger. The 
pilot just announced that he has to 
make an emergency landing or the 
plane will crash!”

Rav Yitzchak turned to his father 
and said, “See, Abba, it’s not just me. 
Now others are saying that the plane is 
going down. Take a look out the win-
dow!” Harav Ovadia finally peeked 
outside and noticed that the plane 
was indeed flying dangerously low. 
He closed his Gemara and began to 
recite Tehillim until the pilot found a 
military base, circled a couple of times, 
and landed. The plane was immediate-
ly surrounded by emergency vehicles, 
and the entire area was sprayed with 
foam to prevent a conflagration.

When the pilot — a gentile — 
emerged from the cockpit, he saluted 
Harav Ovadia and motioned to the 
passengers to allow the Rabbi to de-
scend first, apparently attributing the 
miracle to his merit.

The Best Anesthetic
Being able to distract himself com-

pletely from his surroundings had many 
benefits — sometimes even medical 
benefits.

About seven years before his pass-
ing, Harav Ovadia was complaining 

of terrible stomach pains, and his son 
Rav David accompanied him to the 
hospital. The doctors ordered a battery 
of tests, and they uncovered an issue 
that required immediate laparoscopic 
surgery. But at his advanced age, and 
considering his weak overall medical 
condition, the doctors felt that it was 
dangerous to place him under anesthe-
sia. “It will him take several weeks to 
recover from the anesthesia,” they ex-
plained. “That’s if he’ll come out of it.”

They told Rav David that they 
would do the half-hour surgery with-
out anesthesia, but they warned him 
that the procedure would be extreme-
ly painful. “We’re going to summon 
several staff members just to hold 
him down,” they said, “and you must 
remain outside because you won’t be 
able to handle the sight of him suffer-
ing so much. If you want to remain 
right outside the operating theater, you 
may, but be prepared for his shrieks of 
pain.”

Rav David asked the doctors to de-
scribe to the Rav what the procedure 
would be like, so that he wouldn’t be 
shocked when the pain began. “B’seder,” 
Harav Ovadia sighed upon hearing 
the plan. “If this is a pain that I have 
no choice but to suffer, it should be 
kaparat avonot (an atonement for my 
sins). But please bring me my Gemara 
and I’ll try to distract myself from the 
pain as much as possible.”

“I brought him his Gemara — he 
was learning Bava Batra at the time — 
and I left the room,” relates Rav David. 
“A large group of doctors and other 
hospital staff entered the operating 
room, but I did not hear a single sound 
emanating from within. Finally, after 
about half an hour, the doctors came 
out and said, ‘We were shocked — he 
didn’t utter a peep.’

“I went inside and asked, ‘Abba, 
how are you feeling?’ He looked up at 
me and said, slightly irritated, ‘Ask the 
doctors how long they’re going to make 
me wait. Let them start already!’

“He was so utterly engrossed in 
his learning that he had not felt them 
operating.”

Four years before his petira, he was 
learning in the middle of the night, and 
he stood up to get a sefer. When he re-
turned to his place, he didn’t realize 
that his chair, which was on wheels, 
had moved backward. When he sat 
down, he fell onto the floor and broke 
his pelvis. No one was in the room, and 
no one heard him calling for help.

To his good fortune, his desk draw-
ers were in reach, and he had hand-
written Torah notes in the drawers. 
He pulled open a drawer, took out 
some notes, and began to learn. He re-
mained on the floor from 2 a.m. until 
6:40 a.m., when one of his assistants 
arrived to escort him to Shaharit — 
but ended up driving him straight to 
the hospital.

Only Torah study could have en-
abled him to make it through that ag-
onizing night.

After that incident, the family in-
stalled a closed-circuit camera in the 
Rav’s study and bedroom, so they could 
track when he rose in the middle of the 
night to learn and ensure that he was 
safe. Rav Moshe and Rabbanit Yehudit 
would awaken when they heard noise 
coming from the speakers on the moni-
tor. Rav Moshe would run to his father’s 
room and either bring him some sefar-
im so that he could learn there or help 
him walk to the study and settle him 
with whatever he needed, before return-
ing to sleep.

The Prime Minister Watches
In the final months of his life, a 

widely reported story attesting to 
Harav Ovadia’s complete absorption in 
learning brought about a great kiddush 
Hashem (sanctification of Hashem’s 
Name) throughout Israel.

Israel’s prime minister, Binyamin 
Netanyahu, came to discuss a matter 
with Harav Ovadia. He was ushered 
into the Rav’s study, along with his en-
tourage and the media crews covering 
the visit. Harav Ovadia was studying a 
work on Hilchot Halla.

Each time he reached a source, he 
would stop for a moment, scour his 
memory until he was able to recall the 
exact words of the source, and then 

continue studying. Prime Minister 
Netanyahu was awed by the Rav’s 
complete immersion in learning, and 
shocked that the hullabaloo of the 
camera crews jockeying for the best 
positions hadn’t caused him to lift his 
eyes from the sefer.

After a few minutes, MK Eli Yishai, 
who had arranged the visit, told Mr. 
Netanyahu that he would inform 
the Rav that the prime minister had 
arrived.

“No,” Mr. Netanyahu said, waving 
him off. “I never get to see anything 
like this.” By now, the cameramen had 
also grown enthralled by the sight, 
and they started snapping photos of 
Harav Ovadia engrossed in his sefer. 
Mr. Netanyahu continued watching 
in fascination, wondering how long it 
would take the Rav to notice the doz-
ens of people in the room.

Finally, after a long while, Rav 
Moshe Yosef explained that if no one 
interrupted Harav Ovadia, the prime 
minister would wait all day. Rav Moshe 
crouched down next to his father and 
said, “Abba, the Rosh Hamemshala is 
here.”

Harav Ovadia looked up in sur-
prise, and said, “Ah, Baruch Haba, 
Baruch Haba.”

maran Harav Ovadia
RABBI YEHUDA HEIMOWITZ, WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH
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Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein: What if...
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Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein: Parshas Vayeishev

May We All Hear Good News
And Yosef would bring evil reports 

(37:2)

Q: Zaydie Goldberg had been in 
the hospital for a long time. 

� e family tried to ensure that some-
one was at his bedside around the clock. 
When none of the family members 
were available, they would hire an aide 
to tend to Zaydie. One day, during the 
attendant’s shi� , Zaydie passed away. 
Should the attendant call the family 
with the bad tidings, or should he wait 
for the hospital to inform them?� e 
Gemara in Megillah explains that when 
Esther refused Mordechai’s request 
to go to Achashveirosh, Hasach, who 
had been the messenger between them 
until now, allowed others to carry the 
response to Mordechai. � e Gemara 
derives from this that one should not 
be the bearer of bad news. � e Gema-
ra in Pesachim, as well, records that R’ 
Yehoshua bar Idi did not want to re-
port the death of Rav Kahana to the 
Rabbis. Instead, he ripped his garment 
and wore it backward, and entered the 
room crying. � e Rabbis said, “He is 
dead!”

R’ Yehoshua responded, “I did not 
say so. One who spreads bad tidings 
lacks intelligence!”

� at said, it would seem that the 
attendant should not call.

Nevertheless, the Sefer Chassi-
dim writes that the behavior of not 
spreading bad tidings is speci� cally 
when there is no constructive pur-
pose. If there is something positive 
that can be done as a result of the 
information, it is a bigger sin not to 
tell. For example, it would be prop-
er to tell someone that his relative is 
ill in order that he may tend to the 
illness or visit him before his death. 
Another example would be to allow 
him to pray for him, or to be able to 
identify the body to allow his widow 
to remarry. Hasach did not want to 
report Esther’s refusal to Mordechai 
because Hasach did not agree with 
Esther’s approach to the matter, and 
felt that Mordechai was correct.

In this case, if there is a bene� t to 
inform the family earlier, e.g., to al-
low them to make funeral arrange-
ments, one should indeed inform 
them immediately. In the Gemara in 
Pesachim, there was no need for the 
Rabbis to know immediately.

Are All Men Created Equal?
And he made him a � ne woolen tu-

nic (37:3) 

Q: Is one allowed to treat each 
of his children di� erently if 

one child needs more loving attention 
and care to boost his self-esteem? Do 
the parents have to be wary of causing 
jealousy when one child receives more 
than another, when the children’s 
needs are not the same?� e Gemara 
states: “A person should not single out 
one child from among his children, as 
we see that a little silk caused Yosef’s 
brothers to be jealous and caused the 
Jewish people to be exiled to Egypt.”

� e Chasam Sofer infers that this is 
speci� cally when the child is among 
the other children, i.e. all the children 
are of similar stature. However, when 
one child stands out from the rest, 
they all need to show him respect, and 
there will be no jealousy. � is is why 
Yaakov Avinu felt he was not being 
unfair when he presented Yosef with 
a special striped robe. He felt that Yo-
sef stood out from all the brothers by 
virtue of his wisdom. Unbeknown to 
Yaakov, his other sons did not notice 
anything special about their brother 
Yosef, and thought him to be imma-
ture. 

We � nd that a� er revealing himself 
to his brothers, Yosef gave Binyamin 
� ve portions at the meal, and he was 
apparently not concerned of causing 
jealousy. � e Eitz Yosef explains that it 
was understood that Yosef would want 
to appease Binyamin for making him 
undertake the journey down to Mitz-
rayim.

Based on this, the other children in 
the family should be made to under-
stand that this child is di� erent, requir-
ing the parents to make greater e� orts 
to meet his needs, and that his siblings 
should o� er him help and encourage-
ment as well. � e other children need 
to be told that their parents will be 
there for their special needs as well.

Misdirected Renovation
� e man asked him, saying, “What 

do you seek?” (37:15)

Q: Michoel, Gavriel, and Rapha-
el lived on the same � oor of 

an apartment building. Michoel hired 
a contractor to redo the bathroom in 
his apartment.

� e workers came up the steps of 
the building, and met Gavriel. � ey 
asked him, “Which is Michoel’s 

apartment?” Gavriel, who was in the 
middle of a dispute with Raphael, 
pointed to Raphael’s apartment. � e 
workers found the door unlocked, 
and proceeded to take apart Raphael’s 
bathroom and install a new one.

When Raphael came home, he 
asked the workers what they were do-
ing, and they told him how they had 
come to his house. Raphael informed 
the workers that they could ask Gavri-
el for their payment, since Raphael 
had installed a new bathroom just a 
few months earlier, and had no need 
for a new one. Is Gavriel required 
to pay?The Shulchan Aruch rules: 
One who hires a worker to work for 
him, but then showed the worker his 
friend’s property, needs to pay the 
worker’s full wage, and can collect 
from his friend whatever bene� t his 
friend received. According to this 
ruling Gavriel should have to pay the 
worker, except for one detail; Gavriel 
never hired the workers, he merely 
pointed to Raphael’s apartment.

Even so, it seems that Gavriel has to 
pay. � is is similar to one who shows 
thieves his friend’s merchandise. For 
merely pointing out his friend’s prop-
erty, he needs to pay for his friend’s 
loss. � ere is no di� erence between 
causing his friend to lose his money 
at the hands of robbers, or causing 
the workers to lose their money by 
installing the bathroom in the wrong 
house.

Stop – Thief!
She sent word to her father-in-law 

(38:25)

Q: She did not wish to make 
his face paleChaim regretted 

taking his new briefcase to yeshivah 
that day, as an hour a� er he arrived, 
it disappeared. Several days later, he 
saw a boy in the hallway carrying the 
missing briefcase. Chaim wanted to 
scream to get back his briefcase.

Is he allowed to publicly embarrass 
a thief to compel him to return it, or 
must he take him to beis din?� e Ge-
mara in Berachos states, “It is prefera-
ble for a person to throw himself into 
a � ery furnace rather than embarrass 
his friend publicly.” We learn this from 
Tamar who gave Yehudah the choice to 
admit his guilt, even as she was being 
taken out to be put to death by burning 
for a crime that she did not commit.

Rav Elyashiv, in his sefer He’aros, 
mentions that the Gemara in Be-
rachos teaches us that one who sees 
his friend wearing shaatnez (an arti-
cle of clothing that contains a mix-
ture of wool and linen) should rip it 
o�  of him, even in public. Obviously, 
one is allowed to shame his friend in 
order to save him from a (Biblical) 
prohibition. If so, how could Tamar 
refrain from shaming Yehudah and 
thus not preventing him from facili-
tating her death and the death of her 
unborn fetuses?

Perhaps we could di� erentiate be-
tween physical shame and emotional 
shame. To expose the covered parts 
of someone’s body is a great embar-
rassment. Yet one who su� ers such 
embarrassment, in order to keep the 
laws of the Torah, is to be honored 
for such commitment. However, one 
who is embarrassed for a crime that he 
committed is embarrassed to a much 
greater degree. To expose Yehudah, 
in such a way, would perhaps not be 
permitted. And if so, even to compel a 
thief to return stolen items by shaming 
him might be prohibited.

This applies only when there is 
another way to retrieve the object 
(e.g., going to beis din). If the only 
way to have the object returned is 
through public humiliation, it would 
be permitted.
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Pathways of the Prophets
RABBI YISROEL REISMAN, WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

Educating Children: Two Dinim

Continuation:

Big Bird or “Imma”? 
Because many women fail to see 

themselves as educators of their chil-
dren, they often entrust this assignment 
to Sesame Street-type programs. Big 
Bird and Captain Kangaroo might in-
deed have training abilities in certain 
areas that are superior to those of many 
mothers, but those areas do not con-
stitute chinuch. Children raised on the 
lap of their TVs often learn to count at 
an early age and become conversant in 
many relatively worldly matters. But ex-
perience has shown that these children 
are often lacking in many middos, nota-
bly beishanus (sense of shame) and yiras 
Shamayim (fear of Heaven). While one 
may argue that educational programs 
can be beneficial as a supplement to 
chinuch, it is extremely difficult to limit 
such programs to a supplementary role. 
Children will absorb more from funny 
characters, bedecked in colorful cos-
tumes than from low-key, one-to-one 
experiences in their homes. Unpacking 
a bag of groceries can hardly seem ex-
citing to a youngster accustomed to 
seeing Cookie Monsters and cartoon 

characters performing impossible feats. 
Professional educators perceive tele-
vision as an impediment to chinuch 
habanim. If mothers saw themselves as 
educators, perhaps they too would feel 
that way.

Again, the child is hurt by his 
mother’s failure to appreciate her own 
importance.

HaKadosh Baruch Hu has blessed 
every child with a thirst for knowledge 
and a strong desire to imitate the grown-
ups around him. These are his tools for 
building a proper foundation for his life. 
A parent-mechanech must supervise the 
use of these tools. This constant vigilance 
often causes inconveniences, but the 
rewards are great. As David HaMelech 
said, “Those who sow with tears shall 
reap with joy.” Is there another harvest 
in life that is more important?

My Favorite Synonyms 
Synonyms are words with the 

same meaning. The English language 
abounds with synonyms, as do all of 
the world’s languages.

Lashon HaKodesh is different. This 
Divinely inspired language has no true 

synonyms. Although 
some words may ini-
tially appear to have 
identical meanings, 
there is always a sig-
nificant difference be-
tween them (Malbim, 
Introduction to Sefer 
Yeshayahu and to 
HaKarmel).

There are many sets 
of words that need to 
be explained. Below 
I represent a few of 
them — my favorite 
synonyms.

Al / Lo
Al and lo both mean 

“no.”  What is the dif-
ference between these 
two words?

In regard to the 
Korban Pesach, we are 
commanded, (Shemos 
12:9), “Do not (al) eat 
from it, when it is raw” 
and “Do not (lo) leave 
it [uneaten] until the 
morning.”

The earlier com-
mandment uses al, 
while the second uses 
lo. Are we to infer any 
difference between 

these two commandments, based on 
the language difference?

Another example is found in 
Kedoshim (19:4). “Do not (al) turn to 
the idols; and molten gods you shall not 
(lo) make for yourselves.” It is difficult 
to see any difference between the use of 
al and lo.

These appear to be true 
synonyms!

Meshech Chochmah (Shemos 12:9) 
uses a story in Tanach to point out that 
there is indeed a difference between the 
words. In Melachim Aleph (Ch. 3), we 
find the well-known incident of the two 
mothers, each of whom claims the liv-
ing child as her own. Shlomo HaMelech 
“rules” that the baby be cut in half and 
divided between the two women.

Verse 3:26 records the protestation 
of the true mother. “And she said, ‘I beg 
you my Master, give her the living child, 
and do not kill him!’” This verse uses the 
words “al timisuhu,” “do not kill him.”

The verse that follows, 3:27, records 
the response of Shlomo HaMelech. 
“The King responded. He said, “Give 
her the living child and do not kill him, 
for she is the mother.” This verse uses 
the words “lo timisuhu,” “do not kill 
him.”

The difference is in the power of the 
“no” command. Wherever it is an abso-
lute command, coming from a position 
of authority, the stronger word, lo, is 
used. Where it is a request, a plea that 
action not be done, the weaker word, al, 
is used.

Thus the mother who is begging for 
the child’s life uses the word al. The king, 
who is commanding that the child’s life 
be spared, uses the stronger word, lo.

This also explains the use of the 
word “please” (na), in the phrase, 
“please do not.” The term used with 
“please” is always the word al, never the 
word lo. This is understandable, giv-
en that the na request indicates some 
aspect of weakness on the part of the 
person making the request. The weaker 
form, al, is therefore appropriate.

We know that the punishment for vi-
olating the negative commandments of 
the Torah is malkos, lashes. The Gemara 
takes for granted that this applies to 
those commandments which appear 
using the word lo. The Gemara (Eiruvin, 
end of first perek), expresses uncertain-
ty regarding those commandments 
that appear with the command al. The 
Gemara concludes that the malkos pun-
ishment applies in both cases. However, 
the initial uncertainty begs explanation.

If the words were synonymous, this 
would be difficult to explain. However, 
given our understanding that they are 
not synonymous, the difference be-
comes clear. The word al denotes a softer 
expression of request, which is why the 
Gemara speculates that the punishment 
is not as severe as when commandments 
are expressed as lo.

A question remains. There are some 
commandments that appear with the 
word al. Given that these are absolute 
G-d-given commandments, the choice 
of the softer al is puzzling.

Let us examine the two examples 
with which we began. In regard to the 
Korban Pesach, we are commanded, 
“Do not (al) eat from it when it is raw” 
and “Do not (lo) leave it [uneaten] until 
the morning” (Shemos 12:9).

This commandment was given in 
Egypt, regarding the night of Makkas 
Bechoros. The first commandment, 
regarding the eating of the Korban 
Pesach, refers to the first half of the 
night, before the firstborn Egyptians 
died. At that point, the Jewish People 
had still not been redeemed from the 
bondage in Egypt. They obeyed the laws 
of the Torah as an expression of faith. 
At this point, the Jewish People had not 
yet been separated from their Egyptian 
hosts and the commandments were still 
only requests, using the word al.

After the firstborn Egyptians had 
died and the Jews were released from 
their bondage, they became G-d’s peo-
ple. Now they had a strict obligation 
to obey G-d’s command. The second 
half of the verse is a commandment 
regarding the second half of the night 
and therefore appears using the more 
powerful term, lo. The second example 
cited is found in Kedoshim 19:4. We are 
commanded, “Do not (al) turn to the 
idols; and molten gods you shall not 
(lo) make for yourselves.”

Meshech Chochmah explains that 
absolute commandments are only 
possible in cases that the command-
ment pertains to an action. Where the 
commandment pertains to thought, 
the commandment is less absolute (in 
that man cannot absolutely control his 
thoughts) and the word al appears.

We also find this later, in Parashas 
Kedoshim (19:31), “Do not (al) turn to 
the sorcery of the Ovos and Yidonim.” 
This, too, is a thought based command-
ment, and al is therefore appropriate.

Similar explanations are in order 
wherever the al word appears without 
apparent justification.
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“Man Plans, G-d Laughs”
You thought your life would run 

smoothly, right? We all do. Then, 
something comes off, tragic or hap-
py, which proves to us that life is not 
smooth at all, and probably is not 
supposed to be.

Somehow, each of us has a per-
sonal script which envisions what 
our lives will be like in the near and 
even distant future. I remember a 
friend from college who had his life 
planned out. He knew who he was 
going to marry, what his career path 
would be, where he would live, and 
which friends would be loyal to him.

My friend, like all the rest of us, 
soon found out that life had many 
surprises in store for him. His fian-
cé ended their relationship, he was 
offered a very different job than that 
which he was trained for, he moved 
to a part of the country he had previ-
ously never heard of, and his friends 
soon became but memories.

There is a passage in Psalms 30, 
and it is one of my favorite biblical 
quotations, which says this better 
than I can. It reads, “I said in my 
tranquility (shalvi), I shall never fall 
down.”

Of all the fifty-plus weekly Torah 
portions, it is this week’s parsha 
(Vayeshev) that conveys this message 
most powerfully, in a manner de-
signed to leave an impression upon 
us all.

“And Jacob dwelled…” Rashi 
comments that Jacob sought to dwell 
in shalva, tranquility. He thought 
that he had finally made it home, the 
dwelling place of his fathers, and that 
his encounters with Laban and Esau 
were now over. It was clear sailing 
from here on in.

But wouldn’t you know, his trou-
bles with Joseph soon “jumped on 
him”. He never anticipated that his 

life would be completely disrupted 
and changed forever because of his 
favorite son and his internal family 
dynamics. From this point on, Jacob 
experienced no tranquility; only sur-
prises, which eventually climaxed in 
exile to Egypt. Not only could he not 
live in the land of his fathers, but he 
was destined not even to die there.

There is a Yiddish saying which 

captures this lesson in four brief 
words: “Mentsch tracht, Gott lacht.” 
Literally, this means, “Man plans, G-d 
laughs.” I have seen it paraphrased as, 
“Man proposes, G-d disposes.”

At this point, dear reader, I want 
to introduce to you the second most 
important traditional Jewish biblical 
commentator. In previous columns, I 
have referred to Rashi, Rabbi Shlomo 
Yitzchaki, who is unanimously ac-
claimed as the chief traditional com-
mentator. Second to him is Ramban, 
Rabbi Moshe ben Nachman, or 
Nachmanides.

Ramban uses the narrative of 
Joseph’s search for his brothers and 
their plot to sell him into slavery as a 
primary example of how man’s plans 
usually go awry. He, too, formulates a 
four-word phrase which conveys this 
idea, but his is in Hebrew: “Hagezera 
emet, vehacharitzut sheker.” This 
means that G-d’s design is true while 
man’s efforts are futile. Sounds pes-
simistic, but it has the ring of reality.

Ramban points out that Joseph 
was sent by Jacob to the brothers but 
could not find them. Ordinarily, if he 
would be convinced that his search 
for them would be unsuccessful, he 
would have returned home. But lo 
and behold, a strange man (an an-
gel, according to rabbinic legends) 
appeared on the scene and guided 
Joseph to his brothers, who promptly 
sold him to the next passing caravan.

This lesson is a profound existen-
tial one for all of us. But it has needed 
implications for the way we tend to 
raise our children in this day and age. 

Many of us parents are guilty of 
trying to arrange our children’s lives 
so that they will never experience 
problems or difficulties. We are pro-
tective to a ridiculous extreme in the 

hope that our children will never 
have to face the challenges and ob-
stacles which we faced.

But we delude ourselves and, 
more importantly, are not fair to 
our children. Their lives will con-
tain unpredicted and unpredictable 
circumstances, negative and posi-
tive, and we cannot make their lives 
fool-proof.

How much better off they would 
be if we taught them not how to 
avoid problems, but how to cope with 
problems. Problems are unavoidable. 
They are the very stuff of life. A good 
parent, and a good teacher, conveys 
the lesson that life will have its chal-
lenges, but that these challenges can 
be met and that, by meeting them, 
the individual grows.

We, as observers of current youth, 
particularly in the Jewish communi-
ty, have identified a sense of entitle-
ment in our children. They feel en-
titled to leisure and comfort and an 
environment free of restriction. We 
would be well-advised to dispel this 
sense of entitlement, and instead en-
able them to face the unanticipated 
surprises that life has in store for all 
of us.

Parashat VayeshevThe Person in the Parsha
RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB

Rabbi Yechezkel Sarna -  
The Power of Torah Learning
Shaul KaSSin

During the Israeli War of Independence in 1948, 
David Ben Gurion the Founding Prime Minister of 
Israel approached Rabbi Yechezkel Sarna The Rosh 
Yeshiva of Chevron and said, “My boys are at war, 
sacrificing, giving up their lives, fighting the ene-
mies. What are your boys doing?”

Rabbi Yechezkel Sarna answered, “My boys are in the Beit Midrash 
learning Torah and that is the reason why your boys will win the war.”

The whole world was awed by Israeli War of Independence in 1948 
and all the other Israeli wars as well, that so many Arab’s with so much 
money and military equipment and weaponry and the backing of 
Russia, lost every war to a tiny country with so few people, such a small 
army with limited supplies, weapons and money. It’s miracle that all the 
gentiles can’t describe or understand. But we clearly know it’s the Koach 
Limud Torah - The Power, Strength and Protection of Torah Learning.

There was once an incident regarding Baba Sali and the heads of the 
Israeli Air Force. The heads of the Air Force asked The Holy of Holies 
Baba Sali to bless their mission that they were going to launch. Baba Sali 
asked the heads of the Air Force when it was going to be, and they said 
between two and four o’clock in the afternoon. He told them that they 
should make it later, as it should be at a time when the bachurim are 
learning during second Seder. This was because they will have the merit 
of active Torah study during this time. However, at a time when there is 
no merit of Torah learning, we are poor.

HOW MUCH 
BETTER OFF THEY 
WOULD BE IF WE 
TAUGHT THEM NOT 
HOW TO AVOID 
PROBLEMS, BUT 
HOW TO COPE 
WITH PROBLEMS. 
PROBLEMS ARE 
UNAVOIDABLE. 
THEY ARE THE VERY 
STUFF OF LIFE.
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BY SOLOMON MEHLMAN v"g

The Torah True 
Talking Zoo

BY SOLOMON MEHLMAN v"g

Simcha
the Seal

I’m Simcha, the seal, and you can 
be sure
I’m on a steady swimming tour!

I love to swim in the pool in the 
zoo
But I wish I were a person like 
you!

You Jewish boys and Jewish girls
Have handsome payos and lovely 
curls!

All I have are some whiskers on 
each side
But I’d love to be wearing payos
with pride!

I hope you listen to your Rebbe 
or Morah
And obey all the rules that are in 
the Torah!
Especially the one about  
“no Loshon Horah!”

Don’t say bad things about each 
other
Whether a friend or sister or 
brother!

Say only nice things, and you’ll 
soon find
That others will also be loving 
and kind!

Loshon Horah: 

Guard Your Tongue
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And obey all the rules that are in 
the Torah!
Especially the one about  
“no Loshon Horah!”
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other
Whether a friend or sister or 
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Say only nice things, and you’ll 
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JUNIOR COOKING

An Excerpt from The Cherry on Top, A Kosher Junior Cookbook
by Chaya Feigy Grossman: 718.436.4223 / thecherryontop@kewnet.com

An Excerpt from 
by Chaya Feigy Grossman: 718.436.4223 / 
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The Snake That Bit
And they threw him into a pit (37:24) 
It contained snakes and scorpions (Rashi)
A certain village was once beset by a 

snake which caused untold damage to its 
inhabitants. � e townspeople, in their de-
spair, came to R’ Chanina ben Dosa for help. 

He said, “Show me the entrance to the 
snake’s lair.”

� ey took R’ Chanina to the snake’s 
lair. R’ Chanina placed his heel over the 
opening. � e snake bit the heel and died 
at once.

R’ Chanina took the dead snake, wound 
it around his shoulders and walked into 
the beis midrash. He turned to his disciples 
and said, “Look here and take note: it is not 
the snake that kills but the sin that causes 
death!”

From then on, it was said, “Woe to a 
man who meets up with a snake and woe 
to the snake that meets up with R’ Chanina 
ben Dosa!” 

(From Tractate Taanis 21)

The Ear of the Right Person
And he said to him: Here I am (37:13)
He was eager to ful� ll his father’s bidding even though he knew that his brothers hated him. (Rashi)
� e two great sages, Ilfa and R’ Yochanan, sat and learned in the beis midrash for many years. But as 

time passed, all of their money was used up and their families were on the verge of starvation.
Finally, one said to the other, “Let us go out and � nd some way to earn a bit of money to keep ourselves alive.”
� ey le�  the beis midrash and le�  the city. � ey began to feel hunger pangs and sat down to eat the 

remainder of the food in their sacks, beside a decrepit stone wall of a ruined building. 
Suddenly R’ Yochanan heard two angels talking on the other side of the wall.
“Let us push this wall down and bury the two men alive,” said one. “For they forsake Torah study and 

pursue a� airs of the moment of making a living.”
But the other replied, “Leave them be! Fortune smiles on one of them.”
R’ Yochanan heard them and asked his friend, Ilfa, “Did you hear anyone talking just now?”
“No, I didn’t hear a thing.”
R’ Yochanan thought to himself: “Since I was the only one who heard the angels speaking, I must be 

the lucky one.” He got up and said to Ilfa, “I am returning to the beis midrash to study some more Torah. 
I will ful� ll the verse, ‘For the poor shall not perish from the land.’ I am prepared to live a life of poverty 
and distress for the sake of the Torah.”

Each went his separate way. Ilfa engaged in business while R’ Yochanan returned to study Torah. It 
was not long before the position of rosh hayeshivah became vacant and R’ Yochanan was chosen to � ll this 
coveted o�  ce. Aside from honor and Torah, R’ Yochanan also attained great wealth.

� is goes to teach you that heavenly announcements are heard by the people who are directly involved. 
� us only Reuven heard the heavenly voice. � at is why he risked his life to save Yosef from his brothers. 

(From Tractate Taanis 21)

WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH
Tales  ofTzaddikim

בס“ד 

NEW
AND COMPLETELY

R E V I S E D

Manners Matter 
FROM REBBITZEN GINSBURG

RABBI MOSHE BOYLAN 

As Chanukah is coming, many people have chil-
dren and grandchildren to give presents to. As such, 
it is a happy occasion to mention that a new book for 
children has been published by Artscroll Youth Series. 
Rebbitzen Sarah Ginsburg Shetichye has already pub-
lished a number of books including “Look What Hashem Gave Me” and Look 
What My Parents Give Me”. Her third book is “Matters Matter”. 

� e book starts with a short introduction from Rav Noson Scherman Shlita. He 
discusses some examples of the Middos Tovos exempli� ed by our Gedolei Yisroel 
and exclaims the importance of teaching these to our children (and ourselves). Of 
course, in addition to its inherent importance, this also creates a Kiddush Hashem 
to others. 

� e words of this book all rhyme, and teach younger children important les-
sons. For instance, “Always greet people with a cheerful smile, it will make them 
feel happy for quite a while”. “If someone couldn’t come on time for a meal, save 
them a serving – think of how hungry they must feel”. 

� e manners and Derech Eretz which the book instills in children are all very 
important, especially in our generation which is unfortunately lacking in this area. 

It should also be mentioned the very beautiful illustrations and drawings of 
Mrs. Racheli David, which make this book attractive and interesting. 

Hopefully many people will gain from this book, and IY”H Rebbitzen Ginsburg 
will continue producing other books to educate children for Middos and Hanhagos 
Tovos.  

Book Review
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Parshas Vayeishev: Aizehu Gibor Hakoveish Es Yitzro

In this week’s Parsha the Torah 
tells us the story of Yosef’s sojourn in 
Mitzraim. In this context, the Torah 
tells us, “Vayavo Habaysah Laasos 
Melachto” (and he came home to do 
his work). Chazal tell us a machlokes 
about what this Pasuk means. One 
opinion said that this means that 
Yosef HaTzadik literally came to do 
work in the house. Another opin-
ion was that Yosef HaTzadik came 
into the house “Laasos Tzerachav” 
(a reference to him having in mind 
to do the aveirah, sin, with Aishes 
Potifar). According to the second 
opinion, if he originally had in 
mind to violate the Torah, then why 
did he ultimately desist from the 
aveirah? Chazal tell us that “Demus 
Deyukno Shel Aviv Nirais Lo” (he 
saw the image of his father, which 
inspired him not to do the aveirah). 

Another famous statement of 
Chazal about Yosef, tells us that 
“Yosef Mechayeiv Es HaReshaim”. 
This means that Leasid Lavo, when 
Hashem comes to judge people for 
not learning Torah, some people 
will claim that they had such big 
Yetzer Hora’s and were involved 
in their Taavos, and therefore they 
had no choice to learn Torah. Yosef 
HaTzadik will be Mechayev such 
people, as if he could learn Torah 
despite being beautiful and having a 
big Yetzer Hora to violate the Torah 
(especially in Mitzraim, which was 
a very immoral environment), then 
all other people throughout the 
generations will also have no excuse 
for not being Tzadikim and learn-
ing Torah like Yosef, despite their 
Yetzer Hora. 

One could ask two questions 
on the above statements of Chazal: 
Firstly, why is Yosef HaTzadik con-
sidered so great for having passed 
the nisayon, if he really had in 
mind to do the aveirah, and only 
desisted because he saw the image 
of his father? Secondly, we can ask 
why Yosef HaTzadik is Mechayev 
Reshaim, if he is on such an elevated 
madreigah? Would it be right to say 
that a regular person is held respon-
sible for not being on the madreigah 
of gedolim of prior generations? 
Why then is it expected that we 
reach the level of Yosef HaTzadik? 

In this context, it is fitting to 
quote a famous story about the 
Rebbe Rav Elimelech zt"l. Rav 
Elimelech zt"l said that he is not 

afraid that Hashem will give him a 
Din VeCheshbon for not being on 
the level of the Baal Shem Tov zt"l 
or the Maggid M’Mezritch zt"l, as 
he was not in their league of gad-
lus or tzidkus. What he is worried 
about is whether he will have to give 
a Din VeCheshbon on whether he 
reached the level that Rav Elimelech 
(i.e. he himself) was supposed to 
reach.

In order to answer these ques-
tions, let us begin with quoting the 
Sefas Emes zt"l. He explained that 
Yosef HaTzadik was comparable to 
his father in many ways, as Chazal 
tell us. One of the similarities be-
tween him and his father was that 
just as Yaakov Avinu had to over-
come many nisyonos, so too did 
Yosef HaTzadik have to overcome 
nisyonos. 

When Yosef Hatzadik under-
went his nisyonos, Hashem re-
moved all of his madriegos. This was 
done so that the fact that when he 
would overcome his nisyonos, this 
would be a Horaah Ledoros (a mes-
sage to future generations) that a 
person can overcome nisyonos. Had 
Yosef HaTzadik retained his great 
madreigos during his nisayon, then 
it wouldn’t have been a proof from 
him to other people. Therefore, 
Hashem removed his great levels, 
and still Yosef HaTzadik was able 
to overcome his nisyonos. This 
showed that just as Yosef HaTzadik 
was able to overcome his nisyonos, 
even without his great levels, so too 
everyone else is also expected to 
overcome nisyonos.

While we have now answered the 
second question, we still have the 
first question to deal with. While we 
understand why Yosef HaTzadik is 
Mechayev Reshaim, we still don’t 
know why it was considered such 
a great Amidah Benisayon, if he 
only withstood the nisayon due to a 
Divine Image of his father? 

We can answer as follows: We 
know that Chazal say that Aishes 
Potifar saw in astrology that she had 
a shaychus (connection) to Yosef 
HaTzadik. Chazal even say that she 
had in mind, Leshaim Shamayim in 
her aveirah. {Presumably because 
she understood that Hashem want-
ed her to be connected to Yosef 
HaTzadik. In truth, the astrology 
really meant that Yosef HaTzadik 
would marry her daughter, and thus 

she would be connected to Yosef, as 
Menashe and Efraim would come 
from her.} 

Now we can understand 
the gevaldige nisayon of Yosef 
HaTzadik. He didn’t simply decide 
not to do something that was clearly 
an aveirah. Instead, Aishes Potifar 
presented the aveirah as a great 
mitzvah. Yosef HaTzadik even had a 
“frum cheshbon” to do this aveirah. 
Despite this, Yosef HaTzadik was 
able to overcome his Yetzer Hora 
and not do the aveirah. 

We must still ask how Yosef 
HaTzadik was able to overcome 
this nisayon? How was he able to 
understand that this act was not a 
mitzvah, but rather a big aveirah? 
We can give two answers: The first 
answer is understood with a story 
from Rav Akiva Eiger zt"l. Once a 
very angry husband barged into 
the Beis Medrash of Rav Akiva 
Eiger while he was learning with 
his talmidim. The husband started 
angrily screaming that his wife did 
a terrible aveirah, and he was not al-
lowed to remain married to her. Rav 
Akiva Eiger calmly answered him 
that he was the Rav in Shtot (town), 
and he paskened that he can remain 
married to her. 

The talmidim were astounded. 
How did their rebbi know so quick-
ly that the wife was permitted to 
her husband, without looking into 
the situation? Rav Akiva Eiger ex-
plained to them as follows: If the 
husband had walked into the Beis 
Medrash with sadness, and quietly 
asked if his wife was permitted to 
him, then he certainly would have 
spent time investigating if she was in 
fact permitted. The respectful man-
ner he would have used might have 
shown that this question was based 
upon the Yetzer Hatov that was try-
ing to prevent him from doing an 
aveirah. However, since the man 
walked in with anger and chutzpa, it 
was clear that his outburst was com-
ing from the Yetzer Hora. I have no 
responsibility to listen to the Yetzer 
Hora, and therefore I automatically 
assumed that whatever the man said 
was incorrect. 

Now we can explain how Yosef 
HaTzadik knew that Aishes Potifar 
was not permitted. If Aishes Potifar 
would have come up to him like the 
Yetzer Hatov, asking him nicely 
one time, without constantly being 

a “nudge” or “nudnik”, then he may 
have considered if this action was 
a mitzvah. However, since Aishes 
Potifar constantly went up to him, 
“Kedabrah El Yosef Yom Vayom”, 
then he knew that she was using 
the tactics of the Yetzer Hora, and 
therefore he was not supposed to 
listen to her. 

Another explanation as to how 
Yosef HaTzadik knew not to lis-
ten to Aishes Potifar, was based 
upon the previously mentioned 
statement of Chazal that Yosef 
HaTzadik saw an image of his fa-
ther, Yaakov Avinu. The Pasuk tells 
us that Yaakov Avinu represent-
ed the middah of Emes, as it said, 
“Teiten Emes Leyaakov”. When 
Yosef HaTzadik saw the epitome of 
truth, this helped him to realize that 
Aishes Potifar’s arguments were 
coming from Sheker. 

Now we can answer the second 
question. Really Yosef HaTzadik 
was willing to listen to Hashem’s 
will right away. He felt, however, 
that it was the right thing to listen 
to Aishes Potifar. However, the im-
age of his father helped clarify to 
him that this action was an aveirah, 
and therefore he desisted from it. 
This, therefore, was a greatness, and 
a sign and lesson for future gener-
ations to likewise overcome their 
Yetzer Hora’s, through attaching 
themselves to Emes, and therefore 
coming to realize their obligations 
in the world. {Of course, one can 
also learn from this the importance 
of attaching oneself to appropriate 
role models, such as Rebbeim and 
chashuve family members.}

In a related topic, Chazal tell us 
that “Aizehu Gibor HaKoveish Es 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 111
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The Shadows – A Novel  (Continuation)
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Oslo, November 2013
It was still dark outside when 

the team arrived at the house. 
The Norwegian Special Forces 

wore their distinctive uniform 
proudly and operated with a cool 
confidence. The house in question 
was part of a complex of three 
attached buildings. This was the 
center house. The police had al-
ready been there to question the 
neighbors. Nobody could recall 
anyone going into the house for 
the longest time. It was as if the 
place was populated by ghosts. 
Except that the ghosts had paid 
cash up front for a period of three 
months. The lease was up this 
morning, which meant that who-
ever had rented the house knew 
they’d have no reason to be using 
it any longer after today. 

Rick Arnbjörg, the officer in 
command, had always found 5 
a.m. to be the ideal time for a sur-
prise attack. No one ever anticipat-
ed a raid at that hour. If anything, 
they would’ve been expecting an 
assault hours before and were now 
finally falling asleep. 

The team surrounded the 
house. According to the officer 
who had briefed Rick, this was 
the address of a computer that 
had been on the receiving end of 
a suspicious e-mail: very likely the 
e-mail that had ordered the nucle-
ar attack. They needed to recover 
this computer in one piece. 

Two men entered from the 
basement and three from the 
front, while the last stood guard 
outside the house. Constant radio 
contact was maintained. At 5:07, 
Rick gave the signal. He kicked 
the door open and charged into 
the house, as did the two agents 
in the basement. The house was 
completely empty. The walls were 
painted white and there was no 
furniture. Nothing to indicate that 
anyone lived or had been living 
there in the last few months. The 
place gave Rick the chills. 

They fanned out through the 
house, searching every room. In 
one room they found a computer 
desk. It was covered with a fine 
layer of dust. In the center of the 
desk was a square-shaped space 
where the dust was much thinner. 
This, clearly, was where the com-
puter had been placed. 

Other than that, there was 
nothing. And Arnbjörg knew 
beyond a shadow of a doubt that 
there would be no fingerprints left 
behind. It was that kind of oper-
ation. Too professional to even 
hope for a break. 

United Nations, New York 
City, November 2013

Tuesday morning started off 
routinely. Mass murder taking 
place in Africa. Political backstab-
bing in the governments of Europe. 
And in the UN, a heated debate on 

the topic of nuclear transparency 
or the lack thereof. 

Assad Al Haqir, head of the 
Atomic Watchdog Association or 
the AWA for short, was testifying 
at the front of the chamber. The 
delegates were out in force; no-
body was about to miss the fun. 
The Israeli delegate was visibly 
uncomfortable with the direction 
the meeting was taking. The tone 
of the speeches was fiery and very 
hostile, though not unusual for the 
UN plenum.

“How can it be,” thundered Al 
Haqir, “that almost every single 
civilized country in the world has 
allowed the AWA access to their 
nuclear headquarters—except for 
Israel!”

Israel. 
Israel! 
Always Israel!
Of course, North Korea didn’t 

share its secrets with the world, 
either. But North Korea did not 
deem it necessary to become part 
of the world community. The 
country was a pariah and happy 
to remain that way. Israel, how-
ever, did aspire to be a part of 
the global village. And not just a 
part of it either. Israel wanted to 
stand at the forefront of the world. 
Israel wanted to be granted inclu-
sion in the EU. Israel wanted to 
sit on the UN Security Council, 
maybe even be granted a perma-
nent seat there. Right now, as Al 

Haqir pontificated, there was little 
chance of that happening.

“I stand before you, delegates 
of the world, and declare that we 
need transparency and openness 
with regard to everything nuclear. 
Especially in the sensitive security 
climate facing each and every gov-
ernment.” It was time for Israel to 
come out into the open. Was she 
in possession of nuclear missiles 
and bombs, or not? If she was, had 
every single nuclear warhead been 
accounted for? Or had one Israeli 
bomb somehow ended up explod-
ing on the streets of Oslo? These 
were vital questions, with ramifi-
cations for the entire world body. 

“What I am really asking here,” 
finished Al Haqir, “is where did 
the nuclear bomb that was set off 
in Oslo originate? We would like 
to be able to clarify the matter.” 

Rafael Nativ, the Israeli repre-
sentative to the UN, tried to speak, 
but was rewarded with incessant 
interruptions and booing from 
a host of other representatives. 
At the close of the session, a vote 
was taken. Nearly every represen-
tative voted for a new resolution 
that would force Israel to reveal 
the details of its nuclear program. 
The penalty for refusal was to 
take the form of severe and varied 
sanctions. The United States, the 
Marshall Islands, and one or two 
additional countries abstained. 
For the time being. 

Yitzro”, who is mighty, one that 
conquers his Yetzer Hora. One can 
make a Diyuk in this Mishnah. It 
does not say that one is mighty if he 
conquers the Yetzer Hora. Instead, 
it said that one is mighty if he con-
quers his Yetzer Hora. This means 
as follows: Everyone has their own 
Yetzer Hora. One person may find 
it very hard to avoid Loshon Hora, 
but has no problem avoiding treife 
food. Conversely, another person 
may not have a desire to speak bad 

about others, but has a big desire 
to eat treife food. If the first person 
avoids treife food, it does not prove 
he is a Gibor. The true Gevurah is 
overcoming things that are difficult 
for us to overcome. {This is related 
to what Chazal say, “Lefum Tzaara 
Agra”.} A true Gibor is one that 
overcomes his own Yetzer Hora, 
overcoming the things that he has a 
hard time being careful in. 

This brings to mind a story that 
happened a while ago. A person 
walked into a shul and waited for 
a minyan to form. Unfortunately, 

there was no minyan, and he got 
very angry at the shul, screaming 
that he would never return to the 
shul, as it caused him to miss a min-
yan, which he never did before. 

Though the Rav of the shul didn’t 
think this was called for, he was still 
impressed that this person cared so 
much about attending minyanim. 
Around two weeks later, he saw the 
same person standing on line for a 
movie theater. 

What we can see from this story 
is that while this person thought he 
was being a Gibor to always attend a 

minyan, he was really not overcom-
ing “Yitzro”, as he hadn’t overcome 
the Yetzer Hora he had to avoid 
looking at things that lacked in 
Tznius (and avoid going to places 
that are a Moshav Laitzim). 

In the zechus of following in the 
path of Yosef HaTzadik in over-
coming nisyonos, (even those that 
are difficult for us), attaching our-
selves to Tzadikim, and remaining 
committed to Limud HaTorah, 
may we merit likewise reaching to 
the level of Tzadikim even in our 
generation.

Horav Yitzchok Isaac Friedman
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When Winning Isn’t Everything

Continuation: 

Anticipating Machlokes
All this talk about machlokes may 

seem super� uous to you. You may have 
never been involved in a machlokes, 
and you don’t foresee any reason why 
that should change.

You must realize, however, that 
there will possibly come a day when 
you, too, could � nd yourself in a situ-
ation that might lead to machlokes. It 
might be with members of your family, 
with your neighbors, or with congre-
gants in your shul, but that day may 
come.

In fact, as if a Messenger on High 
wanted to demonstrate to me how 
prevalent machlokes is, on the very 
day that I was preparing this derashah 
regarding machlokes, a letter arrived in 
the mail from someone in Brooklyn 
who recently had a dispute with his 
landlord.

It seems that the landlord had 
given the tenant permission to leave 
his succah standing at the side of the 

house. One � ne day the tenant noticed 
that his succah was missing. � e land-
lord, annoyed at the sight of the succah
protruding from the side of his house, 
had thrown it out.

Now what would you do if you were 
that tenant?

� e nature of the world is that op-
portunities for machlokes spring up, 
seemingly out of nowhere, and it is 
up to us to decide how to react. And if 
we leave the decision for the moment 
when we are already emotionally in-
volved, we will invariably end up be-
coming embroiled in the machlokes.

Therefore, strange as this may 
sound, I suggest that we should take 
the time to prepare for the eventuali-
ty of machlokes. We already prepare 
for every other eventuality. When the 
Powerball lottery reaches $300 million, 
and you buy a ticket, you start planning 
what you are going to do with the mon-
ey, right? You wonder whether you 
should take the winnings in one lump 
sum or as an annuity. � en you start 
to wonder whether you should run the 

tzedakah foundation on your own or 
hire a professional to run it for you. A 
few days later, the lottery is drawn, not 
one of your numbers matches, and you 
revert to regular life. But you prepared 
yourself … just in case.

� ere are people who cannot carry 
a tune in a bucket, and yet they prepare 
for the occasion when they will be 
asked to daven Ne’ilah for the amud. 
� ey will rarely be asked to daven a 
weekday Minchah, but they prepare 
for Ne’ilah. Is it so strange, then, that 
I say that we should be prepared for 
machlokes, which is so prevalent?

We must take time to decide now, 
before we begin to get hot under the 
collar, what we will do when the op-
portunity for machlokes arises.

I have a few suggestions for possible 
courses of action:

#1: Be Mevateir
Everyone should resolve to be me-

vateir, to forgo and to forgive. Even if 
you are right, it is worthwhile to forgo 
in order to avoid the terrible fate that 
machlokes brings in its wake.

Each morning in Pesukei D’Zimrah, 
we say the verse, “Hasam gevuleich sha-
lom, cheilev chittim yasbi’eich” (Tehillim 
147:14). � e simple translation of these 
words is, “It is He Who makes your 
borders peaceful, and with the cream 
of the wheat He sates you.”

� e Chasam Sofer (Bereishis 44:28) 
o� ers a homiletic interpretation. He 
writes that in the mind of each and ev-
ery person, there are certain red lines 
that he will never cross. A wise person 
decides that his red line is shalom, 
peace. He decides that no matter what, 
he will never cross the line and become 
mired in a machlokes. � e reward for 
someone who is sam gevuleich sha-
lom, who makes peace the border over 
which he will never step foot, says the 
Chasam Sofer, is cheilev chittim yas-
bi’eich — Hashem provides him with 
the “cream of the crop.”

It is important to bear in mind this 
lesson from the Chasam Sofer, espe-
cially when a machlokes arises over 
money. In order to avoid the machlokes, 
you may have to forgo, or even pay, 
tens of thousands of dollars. But in the 
long run, the cream of Hashem’s crop is 
worth far more.

A wealthy Jew once told me that a 
battle had erupted in a family in his 
community. Before long, it had spread 
to the shuls in which they davened, and 

then to the entire community. It was an 
ugly situation. � is Jew found out that 
a check for $25,000 to one of the par-
ties could lay the issue to rest. Able to 
part with that kind of money without 
risking his � nancial standing, he wrote 
out a check and the issue was resolved.

One day later, this man received a 
call from his lawyer. In an unrelated 
incident, he had been involved in a 
lawsuit; the lawyer had called to inform 
him that the judge had thrown the case 
out of court. Had the case been accept-
ed, the potential loss would have been 
much more than $25,000. Cheilev chit-
tim yasbi’eich.

Now, I am not suggesting that you 
will always see results as quickly as this 
man did, but you can be sure that you 
will not lose for avoiding machlokes.

So my � rst piece of advice is to walk 
away. You’re right, you’re wrong, it 
doesn’t matter. Walk away.

� ere was a fellow who for many 
years would daven Shacharis for the 
amud in Ponevezh on the Yamim 
Nora’im. As he aged, his voice be-
came weaker, and he could no longer 
be heard over the din of the air-con-
ditioners. So the air-conditioning 
was shut o�  during Shacharis. I don’t 
know whether you have ever been 
in Bnei Brak in September, but it is 
very di�  cult to be without air-con-
ditioning even if you are not packed 
into a beis midrash with 1300 other 
people. A� er a year or two, several 
mispallelim came to the gabbaim and 
complained that they simply could 
not hold out. � e heat was unbear-
able. � e gabbaim approached the 
baal te� llah, but he was not prepared 
to give up his chazakah. � ey went 
to Rav Shach and asked him what 
should be done.

Rav Shach listened to both sides, 
and then he said, “Ihr zent beider ge-
recht — You are both in the right. � e 
baal te� llah should be able to keep his 
chazakah, and the tzibbur should not 
have to su� er from the heat.”

Then the elderly rosh yeshivah 
turned to the baal te� llah and said, 
“In my entire life, I have never seen a 
person who was mevateir and lost out.”

I heard this story from a reliable 
source, who reported that this baal te-
� llah had � ve children, each of whom 
had a di�  cult problem. Within one 
year of heeding Rav Shach’s advice, all 
� ve di�  culties were resolved. You don’t 
lose from being mevateir.

RABBI YISSOCHER FRAND, WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

Too Little, Too Late, Enough
IT'S 

NEVER
IT'S 

NEVER
IT'S 

NEVER
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Favoritism, Jealousy and Our Descent into Egypt
Adapted from The Schwalb Classic Edition of The Illuminated Torah

This is the history of Yaakov; Yoseph at the age of 
seventeen years — Yaakov had twelve sons from 
his four wives, each of whom was beloved to 

him. Why does the posuk single out Yoseph as 
being the progeny of Yaakov? Why did he love 
him in this way and single him out from among 
all the brothers? (Bereishis Rabbah 84).

The Talmud (Shabbos 10b) derives a 
universal lesson in parenting from the 
story of Yoseph and his cloak. Rav Ama 
bar Guria says in the name of Rav, one 
should not make one child stand out uniquely from 
among the children. Because of [a silk cloak] worth two 
sela that Yaakov made for Yoseph, his brothers became 
jealous, and as a result of what transpired because of 
that, nisgalgal hadavar, the matter evolved, and our 
ancestors descended to Mitzrayim. Tosafos (ibid.) 
asks the obvious question. Hashem had decreed to 
Avrohom that his children would be subjugated and 
sent into exile for a long and painful four-hundred-
year period. How then can the Talmud seem to say 
that the episode of Yoseph and the cloak was the cause of their exile?

Maharsha points to the term nisgalgal, literally, rolled over, or evolved, 
used in the Talmud. The decree that the Jewish people would go into 
golus was given by Hashem to Avrohom for uttering, “Whereby shall I 
know that I am to inherit it?” (Bereishis 15:8). The sequence of events 
that caused it to happen was Yaakov’s seeming favoritism of Yoseph, 
giving him the cloak. Surely, posits Maharsha, there could be many 
reasons that point to our descent into Egypt. It was specifically decreed 
that this should be a main factor, the jealousy of the brothers, that 
caused their going down to Egypt. Our Chazal teach us that migalgelin 
zechus al yedei zachai, one meritorious action is caused by someone of 
merit, and to the contrary as well. For eternity, the Gemara tells us that 
this seeming favoritism became a root cause for the People of Israel to 
become enslaved in Egypt. 

On the night of Pesach at the Seder, we dip karpas, a vegetable, in 
saltwater as a reminder of our Egyptian bondage. And they dipped 
Yoseph’s cloak in blood (Bereishis 37:38).  Rambam comments on the 
taking of the vegetable and the events that led to it. Our custom of 
dipping the vegetable is in remembrance of the cloak of many colors 
that our father Yaakov made for Yoseph. As mentioned in the Talmud 
above (Shabbos 10b) the favoritism shown by Yaakov to Yoseph in giving 
him the special cloak began a process which ultimately was the cause 
of the events that brought Yaakov’s family to Egypt (Rabbeinu Manoach, 
in Maimonides, Chapter 8 of the Laws of Chametz and Matzah).

In bringing the Korban Pesach, each Jew took his sacrifice and removed 
its hide toward the back of the animal. Rabbi Ilish said, This is the 
way of the tayaos, which Rashi explains means Yishmaeli merchants 
(Pesachim 85b). This was done as a reminder of the sin committed by 

the sale of Yoseph to Yishmaeli merchants, from which the 
oppression in Egypt developed (commentary of  Yerios 

Shlomo, Haggadah of Rabbi Yaakov Emden).

The Pesach Seder, replete with its customs, rituals 
and laws, is our yearly opportunity to re-experience 

our freedom and our redemption. Our Chazal, 
in their infinite wisdom, chose aspects of 

the Seder that would underscore the rich 
historical backdrop that preceded the 
Exodus, and the many lessons to be learned 

from it. We are enjoined to examine the hatred of 
the brothers that existed, and rectify our personal and 
national flaws to bring about our eternal salvation.

• • •

A fascinating explanation of the nature of the two 
dreams of Joseph is discussed by Beis Halevi. The first 
dream elicited a response of hatred by the brothers, 
and his brothers hated him (Bereishis 37:4), while the 
second elicited jealousy, and they were jealous of their 
brother (Bereishis 37:11). What differed in the dreams 

that caused these related, but different responses?

The first dream discussed the bundling of stalks of wheat. The sheaves of 
eleven brothers gathered around the sheaf of Yoseph and bowed down to 
it. This dream dealt with earthly matters; in essence, Yoseph was saying 
that by their sheaves bowing down to his, his material possessions were 
more valuable than theirs. Is this cause to be embarrassed? Certainly not! 
It engendered hatred, because it nonetheless put Joseph in a position 
of dominance, since their sheaves bowed down to his.  Yoseph was not 
intrinsically better than they were, perhaps only richer. It is like saying 
“my box is more valuable than yours!”

The theme of the second dream had celestial overtones, and dealt with 
matters of the heavens and spirituality. 

Here, the stars were not bowing to another star, but to Joseph himself.   
that in truth, he was essentially a better person than his brothers. In 
matters of Torah study and prayer, spiritual advantages mean that the 
person with greater faculties is in essence better than his counterpart. 
This dream elicited jealously, for excellence in matters of spirituality 
was of great concern to the brothers. 

• • •

Kesones passim -  a colorful cloak — Our Chazal define pasim as an 
acronym for the four troubles to which Yoseph was subjected; pey- 
Potiphar, the head butcher of Paroh, samech- the socharim, the 
merchants who bought Yoseph, yud- the Yishmaelim to whom Yoseph 
was initially sold, and mem- for the Midianim. The upper left image of 
this ornate garment pictures shoes, as the brothers used the twenty 
silver coins to buy shoes. The bottom of the garment is pictured with 
stripes, another one of the interpretations of the word pasim.

his is the history of Yaakov; Yoseph at the age of 
seventeen years — Yaakov had twelve sons from 
his four wives, each of whom was beloved to 

 single out Yoseph as 
being the progeny of Yaakov? Why did he love 
him in this way and single him out from among 
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19 Kislev
Rav Dov Ber, the Maggid of 

Mezritch (1704-1772). Born in 
Lukatch to Reb Avraham, he was 
descended from Rav Hai Gaon 
and Rav Yochanan Hasandler, a 
descendent of Dovid Hamelech. 
Rav Dov Ber learned with the 
Pnei Yehoshua in Lemberg early 
in his life. In 1752, he became the 
Baal Shem Tov’s closest disciple. 
Among his students were the Reb-
be Reb Shmuel Shmelke HaLevi 
Horowitz and his brother, Reb Pin-
chas HaLevi Horowitz, the Baal 
HaFloh, the Rebbe Reb Zushia 
and his brother, Reb Elimelech of 
Lizhensk, Rav Levi Yitzchak of 
Berditchiv, Rav Nachum of Cher-
nobyl, Rav Shneur Zalman of Li-
adi. His son was Rav Avraham 
HaMalach (1740-1776). The classic 
anthologies of his teachings are 
Likutei Amarim, Torah Ohr, and 
Ohr HaEmmes.

Rav Moshe Tzvi Neriyeh, Beis 
Midrash Lamed Daas (1995)

Rav Menachem Nachum of 
Tolna (1915)

Rav Shaul Mekiketz Shelai, 
born in Djerba, one of the two 
main cities in Tunisia, son of Rav 
Matuk Sali, and grandson of Em-
manuel Shelai. At an early age, he 
leaned under rav Dovid HaKohen, 
and at age 20, he began to teach in 
the yeshiva of Rav Yosef Bereibi, 
the Ben Porat Yosef. With the lat-
ter’s passing, Rav Shaul became the 
Rosh Yeshiva. Rav Shaul edited and 
annotated many sefarim by previ-
ous gedolim of Djerba, including 
Kisei Rachamim by Rav Rachamim 
Mazuz and Ben Porta Yosef by Rav 
Yosef Bereibi. Later in life, he and 
his wife moved to Eretz Yisrael and 
settled in Shlomi, near Nahariya. 
In Yisrael, he wrote Midrasho shel 
Shlomo in 1948 and Karmi Sheli (on 
Kiddushin) and Medrash Avos (on 
Avos) in 1963, as well as other writ-
ings. His final work, Bayit Va’Shem 
was published posthumously in 
1975. Appended to it is Va’Yatek 
Mi’Sham, offering guidelines and 
insightsd on raising children.

20 Kislev
Rav Baruch Hager of Seret-

Viznitz, the Imrei Baruch (1892). The 
son of Rav Menachem Mendel Hager, 
Rav Baruch was Rebbe for only eight 
years, and was niftar at a young age. 
His son, Rav Yisrael Hager (the Aha-
vas Yisrael), was born when Rav Ba-
ruch was only 15 years old. (2 Kislev 
according to Yated 2005)

Rav Yitzchak Hutner, Rosh 
Yeshivas Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin, 
author of Pachad Yitzchak (1907-
1981). His uncle, R’ Benzion Ostrov-
er, had been a disciple of Rav Mendel 
of Kotzk, and was instrumental in 
providing his young nephew with a 
direct link to the world of Chasidus. 
At the age of 15, he went to Slobod-
ka and was directed by the Alter, 
Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel. In 1925, he 
entered the new Slabodka branch 
in Chevron, where he also met and 
learned from Rav A. I. Kook. He 
remained until 1929, after which he 
returned to his parents in Warsaw. 
He became a personal tutor for Rav 
Moshe Solevetchik’s son, Aharon. In 
1932, he published his Toras HaNa-
zir, a commentary on the Rambam’s 
Hilchos Nazir. In 1933, he married 
Masha Lipshitz and moved to Eretz 
Yisrael. Despite his great attachment 
to the Land, they left for America one 
year later, not to return for 30 years. 
He built Yeshiva Chaim Berlin to his 
specifications with his famous blend 
of Torah philosophies. Among his 
talmidim are Rav Yitzchak Shurin, 
grandson of Reb Yaakov Kame-
netsky. Among his colleagues at 
Slobodka were R' Yitzchak HaLevi 
Ruderman, R' Reuven Grozovsky; R' 
Yaakov Kamenetsky; and R' Aharon 
Kotler. In 1949 he began publishing 
his discourses on morals and eth-
ics which he subtitled, Divrei Torah 
B’inyanei Hilchot Deos V’Chovos 
Halevovos. As a young man he wrote 
Toras Hanazir on the Rambam’s 
Hilchos Nezirus. He wrote a pro-
found commentary (Kovetz Heaar-
os) on Rabbeinu Hillel on the Safra. 
His discourses on Yomim Tovim and 
Shabbos (Pachad Yitzchok) are col-
lected in seven volumes.

Rav Yochanan Twersky, the 
Rachmastrika Rebbe. He was also 
the cousin of the Belzer Rebbe. He 
was shot by the Nazis during Friday 
night prayers. His daughter, Mal-
ka married the first Boyaner Rebbe, 
Reb Yitzchak Friedman, the Pachad 
Yitzchak. (1981)

Rav Meshulam Feivish HaLevi 
of Zbarazh, author of Yosher Divrei 
Emes, a basic work on chasidic 

thought (1794). He studied under R. 
Yechiel Michel of Zlotchov and R. 
Dov Ber of Mezritch. His teachings 
appear in Likutim Yekarim. His dis-
ciples included Rav Menachem Men-
del of Kosov.

Rav Feivish of Kremenitz, the 
Mishnas Chachamim (1774)

Rav Hirsh Paley (1911-2006 
[?]). Born in Shklov, Lithuania, to 
Rav Avraham Noach Paley, a close 
talmid of Rav Baruch Ber Leibovitz. 
The family immigrated to Eretz Yis-
rael when Rav Hirsh was fourteen. 
His father became the mashgiach in 
Yeshivas Chevron. Rav Hirsh would 
travel with his lifelong friend Rav 
Shalom Schwadron to hear Rav Elya 
Lopian in Yerushalayim, whom he 
considered his rebbi muvhak and 
and moreh derech. Rav Hirsh was 
the last surviving member of the 
Chevron community following the 
1929 riots. In 1965, he married Me-
nuchah, the daughter of Rav Shlomo 
Zalman Pines. She had been one of 
the first talmidos of Sara Schenirer 
and served as a mechaneches in Beis 
Yaakov Schools for over six decades, 
both in Tel Aviv and in Yerushalay-
im. They moved to Tel Aviv, where 
Rav Hirsh studied in Kollel Heichal 
HaTalmud, founded by his father. He 
later became mashgiach at Chevron 
Yeshiva.
21 Kislev

Shimon ben Yaakov Avinu 
(1566-1446 B.C.E.) [24 Kislev per 
Yated 2007]

Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank, rav of 
Yerushalayim (1873-1961). He was 
born in Lithuania and was a stu-
dent of Rav Eliezer Gordon and Rav 
Shmuel Salant, his main work is a set 
of responsa known as Har Tzvi. He 
also authored Mikraei Kodesh. He 
was the father-in-law of Rav Men-
achem Ben-Tzion Sacks, the Men-
achem Tzion.

Rav Yaakov Meir Padwa of 
Brisk, author of Mekor Mayim 
Chaim, a commentary on Shulchan 
Aruch.

Rav Yochanan Perlow, the sev-
enth Rebbe (sixth, per Yated 2006) 
of the Stolin-Karlin dynasty (1900-
1956). Born in Stolin, a suburb of 
Pinsk, White Russia, to Rav Yisrael, 
the “Yanuka” of Stolin. After his fa-
ther was niftar in 1921, his six sons 
split the succession: Rav Moshe be-
came rebbe in Stolin; Rav Avraham 
Elimelech took over in Karlin; Rav 
Yaakov moved to the U.S. in 1923 to 
lead the Karlin community that al-
ready had four shuls in New York and 
one shtiebel in Detroit. He became 

known as the Detroiter Rebbe. Rav 
Yochanan moved to Poland where 
he became a rebbe in Lutsk, capital 
of the Volhynia district. Among the 
41,000 people in Lutsk were 18,000 
Jews. After the Nazis entered Lutsk 
on June 25, 1941, they herded the 
Jews into a ghetto in December, and 
the following August, they dragged 
17,500 of them outside the town and 
murderously gunned them down. 
The last survivors, Jewish workers in 
the local labor camp, mounted a he-
roic but hopeless revolt on December 
11, after learning that they, too, were 
about to be liquidated. Only about 
150 Lutsk Jews survived the war. Rav 
Yochanan, his wife and two daugh-
ters fled into the surrounding forests 
and made their way deep into Russia 
with groups of partisans. After being 
deported to Siberia and personally 
burying his wife and elder daughter 
there on the same day, Rav Yochanan 
somehow survived the war. He lost 
almost his entire family; only one 
daughter, Faige, survived. He moved 
to Haifa in 1946, then to America 
two years later. While in New York, 
he founded the Karlin-Stolin Torah 
Institutions and published the new 
Siddur Beis Aharon v'Yisrael, com-
prising Karlin-Stolin minhagim. Rav 
Yochanan's grandson, Rav Baruch 
Yaakov Meir Shochet, became the 
next Stolin-Karlin Rebbe. He com-
posed the poem "Kah Echsof Noam 
Shabbos" that is printed in most edi-
tions of Shabbos Zemiros.

22 Kislev
Rav Eliezer (or Elazar) 

Ashkenazi, author of Ma'asei 
Hashem (1512-1585). Born in Turkey, 
he studied with Rav Yosef Taitatzak 
(1465-1546) in Salonica. He served as 
a rabbi in Egypt from 1538 to 1561. 
For unknown reasons, he was com-
pelled to leaved, serve in Famagusta, 
Cyprus, then to Venice, Italy. Due to 
a disagreement with Rav Shmuel Ye-
hudah Katzenellengogen, he moved 
to Prague, where he helped develop 
the chevra kadisha, on which oth-
ers are based. After a year, he moved 
back to Italy and lived in Cremona. 
In 1578, he moved to Posen, Poland 
and took his final post. He retired to 
Cracow, where he lived hism last few 
years.

Rav Meshulem Mirels, father-
in-law of the Chacham Tzvi (1686).

Rav Pinchas of Ostroha (1805).
Rav Yechezkel Panet, Av Bais 

Din of De'esh (Dezh), Chief Rabbi of 
Transylvania and author of Mar’eh 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 115
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Yechezkel and Kenesses Yechezkel. 
(1783-1845) (1929, according to Ha-
modia 2006)

Rav Yoel Ashkenazi of 
Zlotchov (1906), brother-in-law of 
Rav Yosef Yoel Deutsch of Kretch-
inef, Hungary, author of Yad Yosef 
(1859).

Rav Chaim Kesar (Chassar), 
Rav in the Yemenite community in 
Israel (1997)

Rav Shalom Mordechai 
Schwadron, Yerushalmi maggid 
(1913-1997), brother-in-law of Rav 
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach. He was 
named for his grandfather, the Ma-
harsham, the leading posek in Galicia 
before World War I. He lost his father 
at age seven, and for a time lived in 
an orphanage. After his bar mitzvah 
he studied in the Lomzer Yeshiva in 
Petach Tikvah, and later in the Chev-
ron Yeshiva in Yerushalayim under 
Rav Yehuda Leib Chasman. After 
his marriage, he continued his stud-
ies in Kollel Ohel Torah. The kollel's 
members included Rav Yosef Shalom 

Elyashiv and Rav Shmuel Wosner. In 
addition to his renown as a maggid, 
he published approximately 25 of his 
grandfather's works, as well as Lev 
Eliyahu (of Rab Elya Lopian), and the 
writings of Rav Chasman, Ohr Yohel.

Rav Yosef Chaim Klein. Born 
in New York, he learned at Torah 
Vodaas. His rebbe muvhack was 
Rav Shlomo Heiman. He subse-
quently learned under Rav Reuven 
Grozovsky at Beis Midrash Elyon in 
Monsey. His last 40 years were spent 
as menahel of the mesivta of the Mir-
rer Yeshiva in Brooklyn. (1922-2004)
23 Kislev

Rav Dovid of Novhardok 
(1837), author of Galya Maseches

Rav Dovid Teveli Shiff, author 
of Lashon Zahav, and the son of Shlo-
mo Zalman HaKohen Shiff

Rav Elimelech of Tosh (now 
Nytass), Hungary (1946). Son of the 
founder of the Tosher dynasty, Rav 
Meshulem Feish Lowy.

Rav Shabsai Yudelevitz, 
Yerushalmi maggid (1924-1996).

24 Kislev
Rav Chaim Chizkiyahu 

Medini, the Sdei Chemed (1832-
1904). Rav Chaim was born in 
Yerushalayim and was married at 18. 
After his father was niftar two years 
later, Rav Chaim’s cousins in Con-
stantinople offered to support his 
learning if he moved there. After 13 
years in Turkey, he took a position of 
Rav in the small city of Karasubazar 
in Crimea. He served there for 33 
years, fighting the forces of the Kari-
ites, before moving back to Yerusha-
layim. He lived there for 2 years, then 
moved to Chevron, where he was 
appointed Rav of the city in 1880. 
His Sdei Chemed is a monumental, 
universally-acclaimed 18-volume 
Talmudic and halachic encyclopedia.

25 Kislev
Rav Avraham, son of the Vilna 

Gaon (1808)
Rav Yaakov Ettlinger (1798-

1871), son of Rav Aharon, rosh yeshi-
va of the local mesivta in Karlsruhe, 
Germany and grandson of the Shaa-

gas Aryeh. In 1823, he was appoint-
ed Rosh Yeshiva of the Beis Midrash 
in Mannheim, and 12 years later he 
became Rav and Rosh Yeshiva of Al-
tona. He authored many sefarim, in-
cluding Aruch LeNer, Binyan Tzion, 
Bikurei Yaakov. He gave smicha to 
Rav Shimshon Raphael Hirsch after 
the latter learned with him for barely 
a year.

Rav Avraham Mordechai 
Nissim Harari Raful

Rav Yochanan Twersky, the 
Tolna Rebbe (1906-1988). He was 
the son of Reb Dovid Mordechai in 
Tultchin, where his grandfather, Rav 
Menachem Nachum was Rav. The 
latter had moved there from Tolna a 
year earlier.

Rav Raphael Avraham 
Sharabi (1875-1927). Son of Rav 
Shalom Mizrachi Sharabi, he was 
active in helping the victims of the 
Damascus blood libel. He authored 
Divrei Shalom.

Rav Chaim of Antineya, the 
Tal Chaim (1931)
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Atzeres Tefilah v’Azkrara – Shloshim of R’ Yonah Blumefrucht z”l
T. Dicker

On Sunday, 15 Kislev, an over-
flow crowd filled the Bais Medrash 
of Mesivta Torah Vodaath as family, 
friends, and admirers gathered for a 
Siyum and Atzeres Tefillah v’Hisore-
rus marking the Shloshim of R’ Yonah 
Blumenfrucht z”l.

It is hard to believe that four weeks 
have already passed since the passing 
of R’ Yonah. Throughout shiva and 
these few weeks the same sentiments 
have been echoed by the hundreds if 
not thousands of people whose lives 
he touched; the uniqueness – one of a 
kind person that R’ Yonah was. 

At the request of his choshuve al-
manah the gathering was not only a 
time to reflect on the seven decades 
of R’ Yonah’s life but also a time to 
beseech the Almighty to remove from 
our midst the terrible machlah from 
which R’ Yonah suffered in the last 
year of his life.

The program began with Mincha 
led by the eldest son, R’ Zisha 
Blumenfrucht, Rebbe in Yeshiva 
Ketana of Torah Vodaath, followed by 
Tehillim by R’ Boruch Ber Ungarischer, 
noted Baal Tefillah in Emunas Yisroel. 

The Rosh Hayeshiva Horav Yosef 
Savitsky shlita shared a pertinent 
thought from the parsha and focused 
on R’ Yonah’s ability to be mekabel 

every person b’sever ponim yofos – 
something that is missing in today’s 
society, which is filled with impersonal 
text messages, emails etc. 

Similar warm sentiments were 
echoed by the Rosh Hayeshiva, Horav 
Yisroel Reisman shlita who focused on 
the golden penimiyus of what R’ Yonah 
was all about and how he always 
spoke softly and with kindness. Rav 
Reisman was mesayem Shisha Sidrei 
Mishna which had been learned by 
the Rebbeim and yungerleit in Torah 
Vodaath. 

R’ Heshy Blumenfrucht, a nephew 
of R’ Yonah reflected on the deep loss 
their mishpacha had. “Who will be 
our Rosh Hamishpacha” he lament-
ed. “He showed us what it means to 
be a derhoibene yid!” He commented 
how R’ Yonah set an example of what 
it means to be optimistic at every 
opportunity. 

Horav Shimshon Sherer, Rov of 
Khal Zichron Mordechai and close 
friend of R’ Yonah eloquently por-
trayed what the niftar meant to count-
less of people. His ability to speak in 
front of thousands of people, his en-
tire character being mekadesh shem 
Shomayim at every moment. His chein 
was a spiritual chein from within. “My 
father R’ Moshe Sherer was so proud 
of R’ Yonah and rightfully so”.  

The program concluded with emo-
tional remarks by R’ Shlomo Werdiger, 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of Agudath Israel of America, close 
friend and business associate for close 
to forty years. R’ Shlomo could hardly 
speak as the emotions overcame him. 
“Such a Kiddush Hashem” R’ Shlomo 
proclaimed as he read note after note 
given to him by their employees, many 
of them not even Jewish. He focused on 
the strength of R’ Yonah as an ish emes 
who would not lie or exaggerate. He 

addressed Mrs. Blumenfrucht and 
thanked her for being such a devoted 
eishes chayil 24/7 in a remarkable way. 

The program was chaired by the 
Executive Director, Rabbi Yitzchok 
Gottdiener, who also was a very close 
friend of R’ Yonah and worked with 
him on many projects l’tovas hayeshi-
va. The attendees left inspired and 
emotional; with the hope that R’ Yonah 
will be a melitz yosher for his beauti-
ful family, and for the Kehillos, and 
Mosdos to which he was so devoted. 
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Marking the Yahrtzeit of  
Horav Yosef Chaim Klein zt"l  - ukxf c"f
Rabbi Moshe Boylan

Chuf Bais Kislev is the yahrtzeit 
of Rav Yosef Chaim Klein zt”l, the 
Menahel of the Mesivta in the Mirrer 
Yeshiva in Brooklyn.

I would like to give a short synop-
sis of Rav Klein’ life and then discuss 
some of the stories and important 
lessons that can be learned from him. 

Rav Klein zt”l was born here in 
America around ninety years ago. He 
attended Yeshiva Toras Chaim and 
then went on to learn in Mesivta To-
rah Vedaas and Bais Medrash Elyon. 

He eventually went on to become 
a mechanech, first in Detroit and 
then in a number of Mosdos Hatorah 
in New York. He was the Menahel of 
the Mesivta of the Mirrer Yeshiva for 
more than forty years, until almost 
the end of his life. 

Meforshim say that the name a 
person is given is related to the es-
sence of his neshama. A hint to this 
is the fact that the middle two letters 
of the word “neshama” are “shaim” 
which means name. 

In the case of Rav Klein zt”l, it 
is clear the connection between his 
fruitful and accomplished life and 
the name of Yosef Chaim. 

Chazal tell us that Yosef Hatza-
dik was a Talmid Chochom, who 
overcame the nisyonos of Mitzraim 
through his commitment and con-
nection to Limud Hatorah. The 
name “Chaim” is also related to 
Limud Hatorah, as Torah is referred 
to as “Eitz Chaim Hi Lamachazikim 
Bah” (it is a tree of life for those that 
hold on to it). 

This name was truly appropriate 
for someone like Rav Klein who rep-
resented gevaldige commitment and 
connection to “Limud Hatorah”. 

Already as a bachur in Yeshiva, 
Rav Klein was known for his tre-
mendous hasmadah. Once he had a 
late night chavrusa in Bais Medrash 
Elyon. The chavrusah started to fall 
asleep and said that he could not 
continue. Rav Klein took a taxi in or-
der to buy a soda (there was no store 
open nearby to the Yeshiva open at 
that time) so that the chavrusa could 
continue to learn until the end of 
their Seder. 

It was mentioned by many Maspi-
dim that it was the custom of Rav 
Klein to wake up every morning at 
four O’clock in order to start learn-
ing for hours before Shacharis. On 
Lail Shabbos he used to go to sleep 

earlier than normal, so he would 
wake up at one O’clock in the morn-
ing every Shabbos to start learning.

When he would go away to New 
Hampshire during the summer for a 
vacation, he would learn incessantly 
for thirteen hours straight. He would 
say that this was his vacation, to be able 
to learn without any interruptions. 

Rav Klein would often mention 
in his shmuessen about how Limud 
Hatorah is not merely important for 
Olam Haba, but also for Olam Hazeh 
as well. Rav Klein explained that one 
can’t get more simcha and pleasure 
in life than learning and understand-
ing the Torah.

Rav Klein’s commitment to Lim-
ud Hatorah continued throughout 
his life, including his later years 
when he was disabled due to medical 
conditions including heart problems 
and Alzheimer’s disease. Despite ev-
erything he was going through, he 
did his best to learn Torah and try 
to understand it as much as possible, 
given his condition. On a number of 
occasions during this tekufah, people 
noticed him crying that he couldn’t 
understand the Torah as well as he 
could when he was well. 

One of the things Yosef Hatza-
dik was known for was that “Demus 
Deyukno Shel Aviv”  (the vision of his 
father) Yaakov Avinu was in front of 
him. In addition to the zechus of his 
Limud Hatorah, this helped him to 
overcome the Nisyonos he faced in 
Mitzraim (as Chazal say). 

In the case of Rav Klein zt”l, it can 
be said that the Demus Deyukno of 
his rebbi, Rav Shlomo Heiman ZTL 
was always in front of him. 

Already as a talmid in his shiur he 
was very attached to his rebbi. Once 
he was not feeling well, but nonethe-
less attended the shiur every other 
day, resting in the day in between. Rav 
Shlomo even made a joke about this, 
telling his talmid that he was “Muad 
Lesairugin”. The truth was that Rav 
Klein could not bring himself to miss 
the shiur for days at a time, due to his 
closeness to his rebbi. 

In later years Rav Klein would 
tell those close to him that he not 
only remembered his rebbi’s shiur, 
but even remembered the “niggun” 
his rebbi sang while waiting for the 
talmidim to come into the shiur 
room. 

Once, Rav Klein was not well and 
had to be taken away from the Yeshi-

va in an ambulance. Before the am-
bulance left, he asked his talmidim 
to bring him a copy of the Chidushei 
Rav Shlomo to take with him to the 
hospital. 

Another time he noticed a pic-
ture of his rebbi in the office of Rav 
Neuman Shlita. Despite the fact that 
he was older at the time and had 
not seen his rebbi (in real life) for 
so many years, his face lit up and he 
said, “Dos iz the Rebbe, Rav Shlomo”. 

His children and ainiklach, in-
cluding even his granddaughters, 
mentioned after his petirah, how 
they always heard from their father/
grandfather about his rebbe and his 
derech and shitos. This not only gave 
them an idea about Rav Shlomo, but 
encouraged them to likewise develop 
relationships with their own rebbeim 
and Torah leaders to learn from 
themselves.

Yosef Hatzadik was known as “Hu 
Hamashbir”, the one that provided 
for his brother’s needs, particularly by 
giving them wheat to eat and arrang-
ing for all their necessities in Mitz-
raim. Yosef Hatzadik had the sense 
of ahchrayus (responsibility) to make 
sure everyone was provided for.  

In the galus of America, Rav Klein 
was known for providing for all the 
needs of other Yidden, and particu-
larly his talmidim, children and de-
scendants. 

Already as a young bachur he used 
to notice if younger bochurim in the 
neighborhood were not learning and 
going on the derech hayashar as they 
should. If they were not, he would 
volunteer to spend time learning 
with them, so that this would be 
a source of chizuk for them. This 
was especially important back then, 
when the Olam Hatorah was not as 
developed as it is now, and there was 
a great danger of people going away 
from Torah, chas veshalom. 

One of his aineklach once went to 
visit a friend, whose grandfather was 
a Menahel in an out of town Yeshiva. 
When the ainekel told their friend’s 
grandfather that they were related 
to Rav Klein, he said the following 
story:

“Many years ago I was growing 
up in your grandfather’s neighbor-
hood, and was not learning Torah. 
Your grandfather noticed this, and 
offered to learn with me for free. 
Even though I didn’t particularly 
want to do this, I decided to take 

your grandfather up on the offer. 
The roshem (impression) this made 
on me was so strong, that it was a 
source of chizuk to me when I was 
drafted into the U.S. Army during 
World War II, and enabled me to 
overcome the great nisyonos which I 
faced in such a secular atmosphere. 

When I finally finished the Army, 
I decided that I must follow in the 
path of my mentor Rav Klein, and I 
became a Menahel of a Yeshiva just 
like him.”

The commitment that Rav Klein 
demonstrated as a bachur, continued 
on as a Mechanech and a Menahel. 

As part of the time he spent as a 
rebbe in Detroit, he taught Haschalas 
Chumash to a younger class. On the 
day before he was starting Chumash, 
he told his class that they should put 
on white shirts the next day, as the 
Ribbono Shel Olam was coming to 
teach them Torah the next day. 

On the next day he started to 
learn Chumash, and one of the 
young talmidim started to whisper 
to the boy next to him. The boy next 
to him admonished him, and said 
“how can you whisper to me when 
the Ribbono Shel Olam is hear teach-
ing us Torah”. 

This was the excitement and im-
portance that Rav Klein gave to Lim-
ud and Yedias Hatorah. 

As a Menahel in the Mirrer Mesiv-
ta, Rav Klein continued in his acha-
rayus for his talmidim to learn and 
understand the Torah. 

One of the talmidim met with 
(y”bl) one of Rav Klein’s sons almost 
thirty years after being in Rav Klein’s 
shiur, and asked him if he knew how 
to spell the word, “Shtar”, the son 
said that of course he knew how to 
spell this word. The talmid said that 
your father taught us that it is spelled 
as “Daas Hamischayev” (spelling out 
all the letters in these words). Appar-
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ently, Rav Klein had explained the 
“Lumdus” of Shtar this way (based 
upon this concept) and the impact 
this made on the talmid was still 
there after thirty years. 

As a Menahel, Rav Klein had 
the leeway to decide which shiur 
he would give to the talmidim. One 
would have thought that a great 
Talmid Chochom like Rav Klein 
would decide to give one of the high-
er shiurim, and leave the less intel-
lectually stimulating shiurim to the 
other rebbeim. 

Surprisingly enough, Rav Klein 
chose to teach, davka the lower shi-
urim, for the “shvache” (weaker) 
talmidim. The Rosh Yeshiva, Rav 
Shmuel Birnbaum zt”l explained that 
just as a father will often spend more 
time with his weaker or less capable 
children, in order to develop their 
Kochos, so too Rav Klein was like a 
father to these talmidim, and there-
fore spent time with them in order to 
help them reach their potential. 

It was also known that when Rav 
Klein would wake up early before 
Shacharis, he would spend hours 
preparing for shiurim even for these 
“weaker” talmidim, in order to make 
sure that he would give a shiur that 
they could also understand and 
grow from. He would write out his 
shiurim for these talmidim in pen-
cil, and would sometimes erase and 
rewrite them if he felt they could be 
said in a way that would be more un-
derstandable. 

In addition to being the Limudei 
Kodesh Menahel and a Maggid Shiur 
for the Mesivta, for many years he 
was also the Principal for the English 
Studies of the Mesivta. 

In this capacity, he was makpid to 
educate his talmidim to have derech 
eretz and midos tovos, which are nec-
essary in general and also in order to 
grow and live as a Ben Torah. 

This meant that talmidim were 
expected to attend the classes appro-
priately, and to treat their teachers 
with Derech Eretz and respectful-
ly. If, chas veshalom, a bachur was 
caught cheating in any exam, includ-
ing in the English studies, he would 
be reprimanded and disciplined 
appropriately. This was part of the 
overall chinuch of yashrus, ehrlich-
keit and midos tovos that he gave to 
his talmidim. 

In the capacity of being the English 
Principal, he was very careful to make 
every effort to only hire teachers that 

were Shomer Shabbos and would not 
have a bad Hashpaah (influence) on 
the talmidim. Sometimes he would 
even spend some of his own money 
to make sure that the Yeshiva could 
afford to hire these type of teachers, in 
order that the talmidim would not be 
negatively influenced by other types 
of teachers, chas veshalom. 

One of the responsibilities Rav 
Klein had as a Menahel, was to 
sometimes have to tell a talmid that 
he had to leave the Mesivta, if he was 
negatively influencing others, or if 
he felt that the talmid would be more 
matzliach elsewhere. 

Even under this difficult circum-
stance he would take tremendous 
acharayus for the talmid’s future. 
One talmid mentioned how the 
Menahel refused to tell him to leave 
the Mesivta until he had another 
Yeshiva that was willing to accept 
the bachur, as he didn’t want him to 
wander on the streets and to become 
negatively influenced.

Another time, the only Yeshiva 
that was willing to accept the bachur 
he was asking to leave, was much 
more expensive than the Mirrer Me-
sivta, and the parents were not able 
to afford it. For the next number of 
years, Rav Klein personally paid the 
difference of money necessary in or-
der that this bachur could attend the 
Yeshiva that was most appropriate 
for him. 

His sense of acharayus was such 
that he often spent his own money 
to help talmidim pay for summer 
camp, clothes, or other things that 
they needed. 

Even when talmidim grew up 
and were independent, the Menahel 
maintained a kesher (connection) 
with many of his talmidim. Some 
of them described how the Menahel 
would attend all of their family sim-
chos and how they would come over 
on Purim every year to deliver Mish-
loach Manos. 

Rav Klein was known as a strict 
Menahel. Nonetheless, talmidim loved 
and respected him, knowing that his 
strictness was coming from ahavah 
(love) and concern for their future.

The Menahel also gave over a me-
sorah of chashivus Hatorah to the 
talmidim and also to all of the Reb-
beim. He was very makpid that the 
Rebbeim always be there on time, and 
learn properly with the talmidim.

Rav Neuman Shlita said that in 
the seventeen years he worked to-
gether with Rav Klein, the only time 

he (Rav Klein) got upset at him was 
when he suggested to the Menahel 
that the Mesivta should give an ex-
tra half day off to the talmidim be-
fore Pesach. Rav Neuman felt that 
Rav Klein took this opportunity to 
become upset, in order to impress 
on him the importance of making 
sure the talmidim were learning up 
to their potential and not wasting 
time, even with an “excuse” that they 
needed extra vacation. 

A close talmid remembered how 
the Menahel raised his voice when 
he gave strong words of Mussar to 
the talmidim that they should not 
go to any place in the summer that 
was not appropriate and acceptable 
to the hanhalah. He explained to the 
talmidim that he spoke with such 
strength and conviction due to the 
importance of this issue. His sense of 
responsibility required that he make 
it known to his talmidim the impor-
tance of not being negatively influ-
enced, chas veshalom, during their 
summer break/Bain Hazemanim.

Another story which shows the 
gevaldige sense of acharayus of Rav 
Klein is the following: Once there 
was a massive snowstorm in New 
York, and the entire transit system 
was closed down. Even though the 
talmidim could not have any class-
es, Rav Klein was concerned that 
the talmidim in the Dormitory were 
without any supervision. In order to 
make sure that the talmidim were 
okay and would receive any hadra-
cha (guidance) that was necessary, 
he walked more than two hours in 
the snow in order to stop by the Dor-
mitory and see what was doing. 

Rav Klein also felt very strong-
ly about the acharayus people have 
to become involved in Chinuch and 
Klei Kodesh if they in fact have that 
capability. 

Once a friend of his from Bais 
Medrash Elyon who had become 
a Mechanech, told him that he was 
thinking of leaving this field to go 
into business. Rav Klein told him 
that we can learn the severity of such 
a decision from the words of the 
Ramban about the Chasmonaim. 

The Ramban said that even 
though the Chashmonaim did a big 
mitzvah by fighting to save Klal Yis-
roel from the Yevanim, they were ul-
timately killed out as a punishment 
for taking the Melucha (monarchy) 
for their family.

What was so bad about the Chash-
moanim becoming the ruling fami-

ly? One answer given by the Ramban 
is that since the Chashmonaim were 
Kohanim, they had a responsibility 
to remain doing the Avodah in the 
Bais Hamikdash. Since they did a 
secular thing like ruling the country 
which was not their tafkid, therefore 
they were punished severely. 

Rav Klein said that similarly, if 
one is endowed with kochos to be a 
successful mechanech or menahel, 
then it is a terrible avlah if he gives 
this up to do something secular.  

Rav Klein also showed his love 
and care to his family, including 
Bli Ayin Hara his children and ain-
iklach. Every Chol Hamoed he would 
take all the aineklach on a special 
“Chol Hamoed” outing. He also 
spent much time learning, talking 
and being mechanech his children 
and aineklach. 

Chazal tell us that “Hakol Holaich 
Achar Hachisum”. While on a sim-
ple level this is referring to a halacha 
in Hilchos Berachos, Darshanim say 
that this allegorically refers to a per-
son’s life. The end of one’s life often 
shows one’s essence. 

In the case of Rav Klein zt”l, his ac-
tions towards the end of his life truly 
showed what was important to him. 

Even as he was faced with many 
medical issues he did his best to at-
tend the Yeshiva davening in order 
to be mechazek the talmidim. He 
would also walk around the Mesivta 
to make sure everything was running 
well. He expressed to his children that 
he was happy that he had appointed 
appropriate Rebbeim and a chashuve 
Menahel, Rav Neuman Shlita, to con-
tinue his legacy, as he was not able to 
function as he did previously. This 
was a fulfillment of what Chazal tell 
us about how Tzadikim prior to their 
deaths leave their own inyanim and 
are concerned with the Klal.

In conclusion, the gematria of 
Rav Yosef Chayim (with the Minyan 
Haosios) is equal to Baysecha (with 
the Minyan Haosios). In the zechus 
of following in the path of Rav Yosef 
Chaim Klein zt”l in hasmadah, acha-
rayus for giving over the mesorah for 
the next generation, gemilus chas-
sadim, and concern for Klal Yisroel, 
may we soon see the rebuilding of 
the Bais Hamikdash.

Sources for this article include 
tapes of the hespedim in the Mirrer 
Yeshiva (at the Levayah), conver-
sations with talmidim and family 
members, and letters of talmidim to 
the mishpacha.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 116

Marking the Yahrtzeit of Horav Yosef Chaim Klein zt"l -ukxf c"f
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MISASKIM 
SHIVA LISTING

NIFTER/NIFTERES & FAMILY ADDRESS OF SHIVA GETTING UP

Mrs. Shari DuBow z”l
Mrs. Adeline DuBow, Mother
R’ Ronnie DuBow, Brother
R’ Jeffrey DuBow, Brother
R’ Kenny DuBow, Brother
Mrs. Robyn Frohmann, Sister
R’ David Solomon, Son
Mrs. Ariella Goldstein, Daughter

1611 E 5th St
Flatbush

Monday 
12/11/17

Mrs. Ruth Chanowski z”l 
Mrs. Chavy Lerer, Daughter

52 Brewer Road
Monsey

Sunday 
12/10/17

Mrs. Claudine Chehova z”l
R’ Eliyahu Chehova, Son
R’ Alan Chehova, Son
R’ Roger Chehova, Son
R’ Albert Chehova, Son
Mrs. Joyce Mocceri, Daughter

1635 E 12th St
Flatbush

Sunday 
12/10/17

Mrs. Miriam Marcos z”l
R’ Eddy Dweck, Brother
R’ Yossi Dweck, Brother
R’ David Dweck, Brother
R’ Isaac Dweck, Brother
R’ Coby Marcos, Son
R’ Shlomo Marcos, Son
R’ Danny Marcos, Son

2612 Ave K
Flatbush

Sitting in California

Friday 
12/08/17

R’ Naftali Green z”l
R’ Zalmen Green, Brother
R’ Aron Green, Brother
R’ Avraham Green, Brother
Mrs. Aidel Nakdiman, Sister
Mrs. Tzirel Margulis, Sister
Mrs. Chaye Leah Gewirtzman, Sister 
Mrs. Tzivia Herber, Sister
Mrs. Bracha Schnell, Sister
R’ Yisroel Green, Son
Habachur Yechezkel Green, Son
Mrs. Esther Dina Katz, Daughter
Miss. Chana Toba Green, Daughter
Mrs. Devorah Arnold, Daughter
Miss. Avigail Green, Daughter

1132 E 3rd St
Flatbush

sitting in Lakewood at 100 E 9th st.

12 Underwood Rd in Monsey, NY

Friday 
12/08/17

Mrs. Chana Perelman z”l
Mrs. Devorah Mendelson, Daughter
Mrs. Malkah Goldberg, Daughter
Mrs. Raizy Kryman, Daughter

1158 53rd St. 
Boro Park

Friday 
12/08/17

Hatinokes Malya Golda Brezel z”l
R’ Baruch Mordechai Brezel, Father
Mrs. Nechama Chaya Brezel, Mother

7 Orchard Ct
Lakewood

Friday 
12/08/17

Mrs. Dorothy Glogover z”l
Mrs. Janet Azarad, Daughter

1122 Bay 25th St
Bayswater

Friday 
12/08/17

R’ David Senter z”l
Mrs. Elissa Senter, Wife
R’ Zecharya Senter, Father
Mrs. Chana Senter, Mother
R’ Daniel Senter, Brother
R’ Ari Senter, Brother
R’ Chaim Tzvi Senter, Brother
Mrs. Yehudis Zidele, Sister
R’ Bentzion Senter, Son
Mrs. Rochi Schwartz, Daughter
Mrs. Yehudis Orlansky, Daughter
Mrs. Elana Raice, Daughter

350 Ogden Ave 
Teaneck 

Friday 
12/08/17

Mrs. Rochela Scheiner z”l
Mrs. Sherry Iskowitz, Daughter
Mrs. Bella Reich, Daughter
Mrs. Jenny/Bracha Silber, Daughter

520 Oakland Ave 
Woodmere

Friday 
12/08/17

Shloshim of Dr. Leonard Wang -  
Yehudah Aryeh ben Lipa Yom Tov  
on Monday 12/4/17 - Kislev 16
Jeffrey Wallach

If I had to describe my father-in-law in one word, that word would be loyal. 
He was a most loyal husband, father, grandfather, congregant, and employee.

How many of us hold one job for twenty years? Twenty five years? Thirty 
years? Dad held the same job for fifty nine years. He was a professor of French 
Literature at the Newark Campus of Rutgers University. When he retired he was 
given the title of Professor Emeritus. He was that last professor of French in the 
entire university system and the oldest as well. He loved the language and im-
parting his knowledge to his students. He loved working with his colleagues and 
mentoring new professors. He did all of that exceedingly well.

How many of us attend one single Shul for many years? In our neighborhood, 
with so many Shul’s opening up, many people switch every few years. Not Dad. 
He was a founding member of the B’nai Israel on Bedford Avenue and continued 
to daven there regularly for over forty years. He was a mainstay of the weekday, 
Shabbos, and Yom Tov Minyanim. 

As a father and grandfather he was always helping out with babysitting and 
doing errands. He did so willingly and never said no.

The best example of his loyalty was his marriage to Mom for sixty eight years. 
They were so devoted to each other in so many years. They shared a passion for 
the French Language and of course for their children and grandchildren.

Speaking of Mom, her devotion to Dad for all these years is truly remarkable. 
She was by his side day and night for the last nine weeks of his life in Maimonides 
Hospital, Menorah Rehabilitation Center, Maimonides again, and in Mount 
Sinai Hospital on Kings Highway.

The first three sentences of Eshet Chayil read - “A woman of valor, who can 
find? Her worth is far above jewels. The heart of her husband trusts in her and 
nothing shall he lack. She renders him good and not evil all the days of her life.” 
No further explanation is needed. Mom, those words were written just for you.
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Reb Abba Fink z”l
This period marks the yahrzeit 

of  Reb Abba Fink, z”l – a vibrant 
link to previous generations.  He 
was a man of dignified simcha, 
whose warmth enveloped all 
who came in contact with him.  

Reb Abba’s parents came 
from Lizensk, a Mesorah of me-
siras nefesh for yiddishkeit which 
they transmitted to him so well.  He, 
in turn, from his initial arrival at these 
shores as an eight year old boy in 1939, continuing with his 
learning in Torah Vodaas, and the building of his mishpo-
cha, exemplified the qualities of the Dor Yoshon.  

He worked in sales and in various businesses over the 
years, with utmost honesty and integrity.  Both clients and 
competitors alike admired him and cherished his friendship.  
He was a selfless askan for many Mosdos Torah V’Chessed, 
including Agudas Yisroel, where in its early years he actu-
ally sponsored Rabbi Sherer’s weekly salary.  He was one of 
the founders of the Bel-
ze Shtibel in Boro Park, 
where he served as trea-
surer for decades.

When his business 
closed down due to fi-
nancial difficulty, he 
refused to declare bank-
ruptcy which would 
have relieved him of 
all debt, instead paying 
back an enormous sum 
owed to various Yidden 
and the bank.

Reb Abba was an avid Daf Yomi participant, completing 
four cycles of Shas.  At the levaye, his Maggid Shiur, Rabbi 
Prag, noted that he was an active participant, relishing the 
learning and deeply immersing himself in it.  Every Shab-
bos he was immersed in Sifrei Kedusha, especially Rabeinu 
B’chaya, Medrash Tanchuma, and Yalkut Meam Loez.  

He was renowned for the devotion and respect he gave 
to his schver – the noted askan and leader of Kollel Shomrei 
Hachomos, R’ Hersch Lipschutz, z”l – an example for all to 
emulate.  As a father, he loved to give, never to take.  He was 
so proud of his children, grandchildren and great grandchil-
dren, doing all he could to keep them on the highest levels 
of Torah learning and Torah living.  

Reb Abba is missed immensely by his family, the Torah 
community, and all of Klal Yisroel.  They don’t make them 
like him anymore – a man 
who was ivdu es Hashem 
b’simcha in the fullest sense 
of the word.  His davening, 
his performance of mitzvos 
and his bein odom lechaveiro 
were a beacon of inspiration 
to all who met him.  He left 
behind a devoted wife and 
an exemplary mishpocho of 
doros yishorim mevorochim.  
They will certainly treasure 
the legacy he left them, and 
continue his inspiring ways.  

Yehi Zichro Boruch.

Upon The Yahrtzeit of The Tenke Rav zt”l – כ״א כסלו
Rabbi Moshe boylan 

Chuf Alef Kislev is the yahrtzeit of Rav 
Shlomo Zalmin Friedman zt”l, the Tenke 
Rav zt”l. 

 In the beracha of “Al HaTzadikim” we 
pray for Pelaitas Sofreihem. Why do we 
daven for these people in addition to the 
Tzadikim, Chassidim and Zekainim? Tza-
dikim have explained that even if the dor 
has Tzadikim, Chassidim and Zekainim, 
it is essential to have Pelaitas Sofreihem, 
people who represent the hiskashrus to the 
freidige doros. 

The Tenke Rav zt”l certainly was from 
the Pelaitas Sofreihem for his generation. 
For the Olam in America, the Tenke Rav 
represented the hiskashrus to the Gedolim 
and Tzadikim from previous Doros. Even 
before the war, the Tenke Rav was close to 
the Satmar Rav zt”l (the “Divrei Yoel”) and 
a talmid of his brother, the “Atzei Chayim”. 
He was close to many other great tzadikim 
and Gedolim, including Rav Mordechai 
Brisk zt”l, the “Ahavas Yisroel” (the Alter 
Vizniter Rebbe) and Rav Yissochor Dov 
M’Belz zt”l (the Alter Belzer Rebbe zt”l). 

The Tenke Rav zt”l used to repeat many 
stories about these tzadikim, including 
many that he witnessed personally. This 
helped many people feel attached to Gedo-
lim from previous generations. 

One of the famous stories he used to tell 
was about the time that he sent a letter to 
the Munkatcher Rebbe zt”l (the Minchas 
Elazar) to ask him if he should take on the 
chumra not to eat Matza throughout the 
eight days of Pesach (with the obvious ex-
ception of the Leilei HaSedorim). The Ten-
ke Rav sent the letter to the Minchas Elazar 
three days before Pesach, and under normal 
circumstances it would take many days for 
the letter to go from him to the Minchas 
Elazar and back. Miraculously, the letter 
reached the Minchas Elazar before Pesach, 
and the letter was sent back by the Minchas 
Elazar to the Tenke Rav (advising him not 
to take on this chumra) and arrived before 
Pesach.

The Tenker Rav zt”l was also known for 
his Koach HaBeracha, as he gave berachos 
to many people that were mekuyam. In 
particular, it was well known, particularly 

in Flatbush, how he would give berachos for 
Shidduchim, especially on Shevii Shel Pe-
sach, which is a day mesugal for being zoche 
to find a Shidduch, as it said, “Kashe Zivugu 
Shel Adam KiKerias Yam Suf”. Many peo-
ple who came to his “Krias Yam Suf Tish” 
merited to find their shidduchim during the 
next year. In fact, it is even said that on a 
number of occasions, both Mishpachos in-
volved in the shidduch were blessed by him 
in this Maamad.  

The Tenke Rav zt”l was known for his 
gevaldig sense of achdus with all of Klal 

Yisroel. Even though he himself repre-
sented the Tzurah of the great Chassidishe 
Rabbanim of old, he was somehow able 
to relate to all different types of people. 
People from all walks of life and different 
backgrounds were made to feel welcome 
in speaking to him, and felt his warmth 
and concern for them despite any exter-
nal differences that existed between them. 
In his Shabbos table, he was very makpid 
to avoid any Loshon Hora, including even 
“heimishe politics”. 

As a close friend of the Satmar Rav zt”l, 
he was known for his opposition to Zion-
ism, and was a respected member of the Hi-
sachdus HaRabbanim. He would mention 
the great shtarkkeit he saw from the Satmar 
Rav zt”l in opposing Zionism. One story he 
mentioned was about how the Satmar Rav 
zt”l was once at an asifah, when the Rosh 
HaKahal in Tomeshever started to speak 
in Hebrew. The Satmar Rav zt”l, who was 
only 33 at the time, stood up and said that if 
the Rosh HaKahal would not stop speaking 
in Hebrew, then all the Rabbanim would 
walk out. When the Rabbanim did in fact 
start walking out, the Nasader Rav zt”l gave 
mussar to the Rosh HaKahal, and forced 
him to leave. 

The Tenke Rav zt”l was also known for 
saying gantze Sefer Tehillim every day. He 
also tried to say the Tehillim without any 
Hefseikim, and often if he had to interrupt 
his saying of Tehillim, he would start saying 
the whole Sefer one more time. 

We are mispallel that the zechus of the 
Tenke Rav zt”l should stand for his mish-
pacha, mispallelim, community, and gantze 
Klal Yisroel. Amen.

L-R: Tenke Rov zt”l with ybl”c the Stoliner Rebbe shlita The current Tenke Rov
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December 9, 16, 23, 30 7:30pm

January 6, 13, 20, 27 7:30pm

February 3, 10, 17, 24 8:00pm

March 3, 10 8:30pm

March 17, 24 9:30pm

April 1 (sun night after sheni shel pesach) 10:00pm

April 14, 21, 28 10:15pm

May 5, 12 10:30pm

AHI EZER CONGREGATION  
(CORNER OCEAN PARKWAY & AVE. S)

NAVI SHIUR SCHEDULE תשע״ח

M O T Z E I  S H A B B O S 
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 Rabbi Yisroel 
Reisman 
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Subscribe to download shiurim - navishiur.org

Steve Dubin was an outgoing, 
daring person. He enjoyed fly-
ing, writing, public relations, and 
photography, and the jobs he held 
usually reflected one of those inter-
ests. In the 1980s Steve was a free-
lance aerial photographer selling 
his spectacular aerial photos to 
real-estate agents, advertisers, and 
photojournalism magazines.

Several times a week he would 
climb into a twin-engine, two-seat-
er, high-wing Cessna, and instruct 
the pilot to fly over a specific lo-
cation. As the pilot flew over the 
area, Steve would remove a side 
window from the Cessna, lean out 
the open space and, with his hand-
held 35mm camera, photograph 
landscapes, seascapes, properties, 
and estates.

One day it occurred to Steve that 
it might be thrilling to learn how to 
jump from the plane and parachute 
down towards an open field. To ac-
complish that feat he would have to 
gingerly climb out onto the wing of 
the moving Cessna and then, when 
given the signal, jump out into the 
open airspace.

Steve did some research and 
found that there was a small airport 
in Lakewood, New Jersey, along the 
Garden State Parkway, which had 
a one-day learn-and-jump course. 
Though Steve had started on his 
path to become a baal teshuvah by 
then, he was not yet aware that, just 
a few miles from that airport, there 
existed one of the most prominent 
yeshivos in the world.

Steve’s brother Gary (now 
Chaim) was already Shomer 
Shabbos, and was teaching him the 
importance of that sacred day. Steve 
understood that it was improper to 
travel on Shabbos, so he consented 
not to commute to Lakewood for 
parachute training nor attempt his 
first jump on Shabbos. The only 
other time the parachute instruc-
tors were available was Sunday 
afternoon.

Conditions had to be perfect for 
instructors to allow their students 
to begin their training. Winds had 
to be less than 10 miles per hour, 
and the cloud ceiling had to be at 
least 3,000 feet high.

Though one parachutes from 
a height of only 1,000 feet, when 
a chutist jumps off the wing, the 

wind force propels him upward; 
thus small planes and other par-
achutists need clear visibility to 
avoid him. Hence the necessity of 
the 3,000-foot cloud ceiling.

Every Sunday in the summer of 
1985 that Steve was available, he 
would call the Lakewood airport 
and they would tell him conditions 
were fine, but whenever he drove 
down to the airfield, unfavorable 
conditions developed. One Sunday 
it suddenly became too cloudy, 
another Sunday it started raining, 
and on a third Sunday unanticipat-
ed winds were gusting.

There was only one Sunday left 
in the summer-training season; by 
autumn, wind conditions would 
already be too hazardous. Before 
the weekend, however, Chaim 
called his brother Steve and in-
formed him about an Aish Hatorah 
Shabbaton that was to take place in 
the Homowack Hotel, in upstate 
New York. “The speakers are so 
inspirational,” said Chaim.

“You will learn so much about 
your roots, you will see wonders in 
the Torah as you never saw them 
before. Come spend Shabbos with 
us. You will never regret it.”

Steve was hesitant to give up this 
final opportunity to become a para-
chutist but his brother’s persistence 
was such that he eventually relent-
ed and decided to go. Parachuting 
would just have to wait.

The Shabbaton’s organizers 
seemed to genuinely care for ev-
ery individual in attendance, and 
Steve felt comfortable in his new 
surroundings.

On Friday night the davening 
and the singing were uplifting. 
The speakers during and after the 
meals were entertaining and in-
spiring. By midnight, many clus-
ters of guests that had been getting 
to know one another and were 
discussing the program began to 
dissipate, and almost everyone re-
tired for the evening. The leaders 
of the Shabbaton, however, would 
be hearing a special address from 
the Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivas Ner 
Yisroel of Baltimore, Rabbi Yaakov 
Weinberg. He was a mentor and 
guide to many in the field of ki-
ruv, and the Aish Hatorah teachers 
and leaders were anxious to hear 
his thoughts. (Rabbi Weinberg’s 

brother, Reb Noach, is the founder 
of the Aish Hatorah program.)

Steve usually went to sleep very 
late at night and he thought it 
might be worthwhile to sit in on 
the Rosh Yeshivah’s lecture. True, 
he had not been invited but he felt 
that if he sat unobtrusively in the 
back no one in the room would 
mind.

The leaders gathered around 
the Rosh Yeshivah, anxious for 
his guidance. “We all have a great 
opportunity and responsibility for 
kiruv,” he said. “There are more 
people today searching for authen-
tic answers to the meaning of life. 
As Orthodox Jews we have those 
answers. We can provide them and 
it is our holy responsibility to fur-
nish them.”

Steve sat enraptured, for he 
could identify with the Rosh 
Yeshivah’s words. He too, though 
successful in his business ven-
tures, was searching for meaning 
in his life, which at times seemed 
empty. He listened further, “Young 
men are looking for excitement 
and they think that’s where the 

answer is, but after the excitement 
wears off, they are back where they 
started from. Why there are young 
fellows who would even endanger 
their lives by seeking thrills, and 
even jump off planes …”

Steve was stunned. Had the 
Rosh Yeshivah known he was in 
the room? Of all the hundreds of 
examples that he could have cho-
sen, why did he choose that one? It 
was as though Rabbi Weinberg was 
talking directly to him.

Steve knew that he was not 
even supposed to be in the room, 
but then again, maybe he was. 
Suddenly Steve was soaring, glid-
ing on a spiritual high, floating the 
rest of Shabbos and Sunday in an 
atmosphere of sanctity and piety.

On Monday morning he made 
his commitment as he enrolled 
in the Kol Yaakov Yeshivah in 
Monsey. From there he eventu-
ally transferred to Yeshivah Ohr 
Somayach where he studied for 13 
years.

Today, down to earth, Simcha 
Dubin is a Shomer Torah 
U’mitzvos.

echoes of the Maggid
RABBI PAYSACH KROHN, WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

A Leap of Faith
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5:20 AM Lev Someach-Alesk - Rabbi Yisroel Berger (Yiddish)

5:30 AM Agudas Yisroel of Madison - Rabbi Eli Rabinowitz & R' Eliyahu Goldberg (English)
Bais Hamedrash Hagadol of East Flatbush - Rabbi Berel Edelstein (English)
Bnei Yosef - Rabbi David Navaro (Hebrew)
Chizuk Hadas - Rabbi Ahron Yitzchok Jacobs (English)
Nachlas Yitzchok - Rabbi Avrohom Yosef Sekula (Yiddish)
Persian Congregation of Flatbush - Rabbi Shmuel Soleimani (Persian)
Shalheves Kodesh - Rav Yehuda Sheinkopf (English)
Toras Chaim D'Flatbush- Rabbi Chaim Y. Weinfeld (English)
Yeshuran Muzhai Ropshitz - Rabbi Yisroel M. Kohn (Yiddish)

5:35 AM Agudath Israel of East Midwood - Rabbi Berel Edelstein (Engish)
5:40 AM Kehilah of Marine Park - Rabbi Dovid Kohn (English)

Tiferes Avrohom Zidichoiv - Rabbi Yechezkel Eichenstein (English)
Yeshiva Ohr Yitzchok - Rabbi Reuven Zwick (English)

5:45 AM Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin - Mr. Moshe Strimber (English)
Bais Alexander - Rabbi Binyomin Schik (Yiddish/English)
Bnei Torah Bais Naftoli - Bais Naftali - Rabbi Naftali Minzer
Ishei Yisroel Modzitz - Rabbi Yisroel Dovid Taub (English)
Premishlan - Rabbi Boruch S. Kaczenberg (Yiddish/English)
Sasregan-Rabbi Shlomo Teichman (English)
Sharei Eliezer-Rabbi Avrohom Ellenbgen (Yiddish/English)
Yeshiva Sharei Torah - Rabbi Hillel David (Yiddish)

5:50 AM Congregation Kehilas Orach Chaim - Rabbi Meyer Scheinberg (English)
5:55 AM Congregation Skverer Bais Medrash - Rabbi Avrom Lawrence (English)

Keser Yisroel Mordechai - Dr. Shlomo Schuck (English)

6:00 AM Agudath Achim of Midwood - Rabbi Yosef Stern (English)
Agudas Yisroel Sniff Zichron Shmuel - Rabbi Shmuel Yosef Lercher (English)
Bais Avrohom - Rabbi Benzion Halberstam (English/Yiddish)
Bais Eluzer - Rabbi Yonoson B. Katz (English)
Bais Medrash Beis Y'shaya Rav Dovid Salb (English)
Bais Moshe Shmiel - R' Pinchas Rosenberg (English)
Bais Yitzchok - Rabbi Friedman (English)
Bnei Shloma Zalman - Rabbi Moshe Green (English)
Bostoner Bais Medrash - Rabbi Label Kozlowski (English)
Chevra Gemiluth Chesed - Rabbi Mendel Epstein (English)
Chizuk Hadas - Rabbi Yisroel P. Gornish (English)
Gvul Yaabetz - Rabbi Dovid Cohen (English)
Homecrest Congregation - Rabbi Gershon Eichorn (English)
Ishei Yisroel Modzitz - Rabbi Moshe Farkas (English)
Keter Torah  Rabbi Moshe Harari-Raful
Mir Yeshiva Vasikin Minyan
Sharei Halacha - Rabbi Levi Gelbfish (English)
Sharei Zion - Rabbi Meshulam Y. Halberstam (English)
Skvere Bais Medrash - Rabbi Eliezer Lawrence (English)
Tenke Rabbi Friedman
Torah Vodaath Dormitory Minyan - Mr. Gedalia Engel (English)
Young Israel of Avenue K - Rabbi Moshe Zywica (English) - 6:15 on Tues/Wed/Fri
Zichron Alter - Mr. Naftali Dembitzer (English)

6:10 AM Congregation Kol Torah - R' Shimon Edelstien (English)
Kerem Shlomo - Mr. Avrohom Augenbraun (English)

Tiferes Tzvi - Rabbi Aaron Tennenbaum (English)
6:15 AM Bais Hamedrash of Flatbush Heshy Katz

Kol Torah R' Yaakov Fisher (English)

6:20 AM Ahavas Dovid - Rabbi Shmuel Dovid Beck (Yiddish/English)
Bais Medrash Makarov - Rabbi Berach Steinfeld (English)
Magriv Bais Aryeh - Rabbi Mechel Beinhorn (English)
Nachlas Yehoshua of Monastristch - Rabbi Avigdor Feintuch (English)

6:30 AM Bais Eluzer - Rabbi Chaim Zev Stern (English)
Bnei Shlomo Zalman - Rabbi Hirsch Chaim Wulliger (Yiddish)
Bnei Torah
Bnei Yitzchok  R' Cheskey Holtzberg (English)
Cong. Beth Aaron  Rabbi Michoel Attias (English)
Khal Ohr Gedalyahu - Rabbi Heshy Wolf (English)
Knesses Bais Avigdor - Rabbi Yisroel Berger (English)
Mayan Yisroel - (yesterday's daf - English)
Young Israel of Brighton Beach - Mr. Yaakov Stern (Hebrew/English)
Young Israel of Midwood - Rabbi Avrohom Dubin (English)

6:40 AM Khal Bnei Torah
6:45 AM Agudath Yisroel of Flatbush - Rabbi Yehuda C. Horowitz (English)

Bais Avrohom - Rabbi Yosef Dov Oshry (English)
Congregation Shaaray Zion East 13th St- (English)

7:00 AM Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin - Rabbi Eliyahu Schneider (English)
Bais Ephraim - Rabbi Heshy Kleinman (English)
Beth Torah (English)
Congregation Netivot Yisrael - Rabbi Netanel Saadon (Hebrew)
Darchei Avoseinu - Rabbi Moshe Ginsburg (English)
Khal Zichron Mordechai - Mr. Yossi Gleiberman (English)
Lazewinks Rabbi Lubenberg
Mosad Adar G'Byr - Rabbi Chizkiya Loebenberg (English)
Netivot Israel
Sephardic of Nostrand - Mr. Baruch Salamander (English/Hebrew)
Sharei Zion - Rabbi Reuven Siff 1659 E. 13 St.
Talmud Torah Ahavas Achim - Rabbi Elimelech Bluth (Yiddish/English)
Toras Chaim - Rabbi Chaim Y. Weinfeld (English)
Young Israel of Bedford Bay - Rabbi Baruch Fireworker (English)
Young Israel of Ocean Parkway - Rabbi Avrohom Stolzenberg (English)

7:05 AM Agudas Yisroel of Madison - Rabbi Gedaliah Weinberger (English) 

7:10 AM Bnai Shloma Zalman - Rabbi Dovid Schonbrun
Rabbi Alster -  (English)

7:15 AM Yeshiva Gedolah Ohr Yisrael-Marine Park - Rabbi Shmuel Lasker (English)
7:20 AM Lev Someach-Alesk - Rabbi Yitzchok Aschkenazi (Yiddish)

Merkaz Yisroel of Marine Park  Rabbi Weiss
Young Israel of Flatbush - Rabbi Kenneth Auman (English)
Zichron Avrohom Yaakov - Rabbi Eliezer Dovid Rappaport (English)

7:30 AM Beis Medrash Ahavas Torah - Rabbi Mendel Sprecher (English)
Chizuk Hadas - Rabbi Ahron Yitzchok Jacobs (English)
Nachlas Yitzchok - Rabbi Yosef Ungar (English)
Sasregen - Dr. Shlomo Schuck (English)
Stretiner Bais HaMedrash - Rabbi Flaum (English)
Yeshiva Ruach HaTorah - Rabbi Mordechai Amsel (English)
Young Israel of Midwood - Rabbi Yisroel Anemer (English)

7:35 AM Bais Avrohom - Rabbi Elchonon Kaplan (English)
7:40 AM Tiferes Avrohom Zidichoiv - Rabbi Yechezkel Eichenstein (English)

Khal Machza Avrum (Wosner) - Rabbi Hertzka Greenfeld (Yiddish)
7:45 AM Beis Mordechai - Rabbi Yehuda Schwartz (English)

Bnai Shloma Zalman - Rabbi Moshe Chopp (English)
The Flatbush Minyan - Rabbi Dr. Rashi Shapiro & Rabbi Meir Fund

8:00 AM B'nai Yosef - Rabbi Eli David (English)
Tiferes Yaakov - Rabbi Avrohom Schorr (Yiddish)

8:30 AM Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin - Rabbi Yaacov Emert
9:30 AM Khal Bais Avrohom (Rabbi Shmidman's Shul)  Rabbi Avrohom Katz (English)

Sasregen - Rabbi Yitzchok Sadowsky (English)
9:45 AM Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin - Rabbi Shmuel M. Wolner (English)

10:00 AM Sasregen - Rabbi Yitzchok B. Sadowsky (Yiddish/English)
12:45 PM 26 Court Street, Suite 10001 - R' Blumenkrantz, R' Bratt, R' Kagan, R' Noble (English)

2:30 PM Ateret Avot Senior Residence - Rabbi Chaskel Scharf (Yiddish/English)
Agudas Yisreol Bais Binyamin - Rabbi Eliyahu Chaim Shneider

3:30 PM Darchei Yosher - Rabbi Yecheskel Scharf (Yiddish/English)
5:30 PM Yeshivat Ateret Torah - Rabbi Ellis J. Safdeye
6:00 PM Yam HaTorah - Rabbi Isaac Mohadeb (English)
6:30 PM Mirrer Yeshiva - Rabbi Avrohom Y. Nelkenbaum (English)
7:00 PM B'nai Yosef - Rabbi Eli David (English)
7:30 PM Chasidei Gur of Midwood - Rabbi Shlomo Perlman (Yiddish)
7:45 PM Agudath Israel of East Midwood - Rabbi Yosef Widroff (Engish)
8:00 PM Agudas Yisroel of Flatbush - Rabbi Mordechai Sussman (English) 

Bais Avrohom - Rabbi Chaim Horowitz/ Mr. Yaakov Miller (English)
Bais Eluzer Dfaltishan - Rabbi Chanoch Horowitz (English)
Bais Ephraim - Rabbi Steinwurzel (Yiddish/English)
Bais Hamedrash Hagadol of East Flatbush - Rabbi Yosef Widroff (English)
Bais Yitzchok - Rabbi Isaac Friedman (English)
Bnei Avrohom - Rabbi Zvi Mayer Lichtig (Yiddish/English)
Congregation Kol Torah - R' Shlomo Kassai (English)
Lev Someach-Alesk - Rabbi Alexander Ashkenazy (Yiddish)
Nachlas Dovid - Rabbi Boruch Goldstein (English)
Narol Flatbush - Rabbi Mendel David (Yiddish)
Sasregen - Rabbi Shmuel Tzvi Freund (English)
Tarnipol - Rabbi Levi Hettelman (Yiddish/English)
Tenke Rabbi Friedman

8:15 PM Bais Yitzchok - Rabbi Cheski Holtzberg (English) 
8:30 PM Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin - Rabbi Yaakov Emert (English) 

Agudas Yisroel of Madison - Rabbi Nachum Cooper (English) 
Ateres Shloime - Rabbi Eliezer Stern (English)
Bais Medrash Beis Y'shaya Rav Yisroel Anemer (English)
Beth Aaron of Flatbush - Rabbi Dovid Shlomo Katz (English)
Bnei Binyomin - Rabbi Binyomin Haddad (English)
Chasidei Gur of Midwood - Rabbi Avrum Fried
Congregation Netivot Yisrael - Rabbi Netanel Saadon (Hebrew)
Hisachdes Yereim Veretzky - Rabbi Yisroel Weichbrod (Yiddish)
Kollel Bnai Yeshivos - Rabbi Sassoon
Monastristch - Rabbi Berach Steinfeld (English)
Netivot Israel
Premishlan - Rabbi Shloma B. Herbst (Yiddish/English)
Tiferes Avrohom Zidichoiv - Rabbi Avrumi Katz (English)
Yeshiva Bais Yosef Navardok - Rabbi Heshy Nemetsky (English)
Young Israel of Avenue K - Rabbi Sadowsky (English)

8:45 PM Agudath Israel Sniff Zichron Shmuel - Rabbi Mordechai Shain (English)
Keser Yisroel Mordechai - Rabbi Aryeh Zell (English)
Mareh Yechezkel - Rabbi Elozor Greenspan (English)

9:00 PM Bais Moshe Shmiel - Mr. BenZion Weiss (English)
Bais Mordechai - Rabbi Tzvi Shapiro (English)
Beis Medrash D'Bertch-Rabbi Nachum Fried
Cong. Kehal Imrei Shaul D'Modzitz- (English)
Khal Varetzky - R' Yaakov Leiberman (English)
Lazewinks Rabbi Ahron First
Lev Someach-Alesk - Rabbi Yosef Chaim Perlman (English)
Mosad Adar G'Byr - Rabbi Aaron Furst (English)
Mosdos Boston of Flatbush - R' Yitzchok Gelb, R' Yaakov Herman (English)
Yeshuos Chaim Chentzkovitch - Rabbi Shraga Silber (English)
Young Israel of Avenue J - Mr. Aryeh Victor (English)
Zichron Mordechai - Mr. Daniel Hirsch (English)

9:15 PM Bais Moshe Shmiel - Mr. B.Z. Weiss (English) 
Derech Emunah-Vien - Rabbi Shmuel Moshe Solny (English)
Nachlas Yitzchok
Moreshes Yaakov - Rabbi Shlomo Kozlov (Russian)
Toras Chaim D'Flatbush - Rabbi Chaim Y. Weinfeld (English)

9:30 PM Keren Orah - Rabbi Shimon Susholz (Yiddish/English)
Sadowsky Home - Rabbi Yitzchok B. Sadowsky (English)
Tiferes Avrohom Ziditchev

9:45 PM Kollel Bnei Torah - Mr. Dovid Lieber (English)
10:00 PM Jewish Center Nachlath Zion  Sun-Thurs call:646-558-6338 code:648-4865

Kol Torah R' Yaakov Fisher (English)
10:15 PM Kollel Hashechuna - Mr. Moshe Rubin (English)

Daf Yomi DirectoryDaf Yomi Directory
A COMMUNITY SERVICE OF THE FJJ

TO LIST A SHIUR OR UPDATE PLEASE CALL: INFO@THEFJJ.COM
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While the rest of the Yidden in my 
Jewish community stood by silently 
and watched, the Morah Diasra, 
and the Vaad Hachinuch closed the 
doors of the local frum school to my 
children. 

So what was their justification?  
My children are not vaccinated!  
I have exerted my State’s legal 

rights, and Halachic reshus not to 
inject my children with toxins and 
live viruses, which - as is well known 
in the medical world- carry uncertain 
and unknown risks. I have chosen 
not to play Russian Roulette with the 
known terrifying side effects from 
legally voluntary Class C drugs. 

Vaccines, are a myriad of injected 
(not ingested) neurotoxins, viruses, 
and adulterated human and animal 
DNA whose long term effects, and 
safety have never been studied.  

It was a personal medical choice 
that I made for my family after 
much study, in depth analysis, and 
deliberation on the subject. My final 
decision was made with both medical 
and personal rabbinic guidance.  

But the local Rosh Yeshiva and 
Rav, who sat together on the Vaad 
Hachinuch, never asked to hear my 
side of the story. They never even 
bothered to ask for the reasons 
I reached this difficult, personal 
medical decision.  

If they had asked, I would have 
told them— I would have recounted 
how my bechor - my eldest son- is 
alive today, solely due to nissim. 

I would have recalled to them the 
feeling of helplessness, despair, and 
horror I felt as a mother who watched 
her child’s struggle to breathe, to 
regain color, to stabilize eye contact, 
following a routine vaccination.  

My child’s recovery is the ultimate 
proof that the Ribbono Shel Olam runs 
and lights up the world. By all means, 
my son could have, chasve shalom, 
never recovered from the terrible 
vaccine injury he suffered for months 
after. 

I would have shown them pages 
and pages of medical data and 
statistics that shows how many others, 
like him, never recovered the way, 
Baruch Hashem, my child did. 

But they didn’t ask. They didn’t 
care. And when approached, they 
gently closed the door in my face and 
said they did not want to hear what I 
had to say. They just wanted me to get 
the kids up to date on their shots. 

Consider that in 1986, only 11 
vaccines by the age of 18 rendered a 
person fully vaccinated. Whereas, in 

2017, a child needs 53 vaccines, by the 
age of 18, to be considered up-to-date. 

To my family and my children, the 
leaders in this community have acted 
as the Yevanim, Bayomim HaHem! 

A Pained Jewish Mother

Shidduch Pictures
Allow me to weigh in on the 

ongoing discussion about shidduch 
pictures. 

Last week “An FJJ Fan” wrote that 
while our Rabbonim and Roshei 
Yeshiva certainly agree that the 
practice is distasteful, he opined 
that “Unfortunately it is not in their 
control to do anything more about it.”

Really? How about at least 
speaking out publicly against it in 
clear unequivocal terms? Neither my 
Flatbush Rav nor any of my friends’ 
Rabbonim, to the best of our collective 
knowledge, have done so. We all 
know full well the very same mothers 
of boys who seem to feel perfectly 
entitled to demand pictures of girls 
before a shidduch will be considered 
would have been horrified at the 
thought of having their own picture 
demanded by their mother-in-law 
as a pre-requisite to dating their 
husband 30-40 years ago. Where did 
this come from? Do we really think 
that this represents an aspect of Aliya 
in our communal ruchniyus relative 
to a generation ago?

I beg our Rabbonim to get 
together and agree upon a Shabbos in 
the near future when they will agree 
to speak out against this practice. 
And let me be so bold as to make a 
further suggestion. Let’s not couch the 
schmooze is vague diplomatic terms. 
Let’s not lose the force of the message 
amidst conciliatory platitudes like “A 
true Bas Yisroel’s chein can’t be judged 
by a picture”. However true that may 
be, let’s not soft-pedal the message in 
ways that imply that the only flaw in 
this practice is its failure to produce 
truly meaningful results. I beg our 
Rabbonim to recognize it for what 
it is, a reprehensible, unacceptable 
practice that clearly does not originate 
from our Torah values, but rather 
from the superficial treatment of 
women by our surrounding society. 
And let’s not talk about it at Shalosh 
Seudos. Shabbos morning on a 
Shabbos Mevarchim please, when as 
many women (read mothers) are in 
attendance as possible.

FJJ Fan, I assure you of this. If all 
of our Rabbonim can find it within 
themselves to do this, you will see a 
dramatic decrease in picture requests 
at least over the short term. Some 

(misguided) people may grumble 
about the speech but there's no 
news in that - you can never make 
everyone happy. Let’s bring the power 
of communal busha to bear on this 
excusing me for saying so – disgusting 
practice - unbefitting the young Bnei 
Torah it is supposedly serving.

Wishing us all a genuine aliyah in 
ruchniyus.

Yehuda Margolis

Pictures in Shidduchim
Once again the ‘pictures in 

resumes’ controversy has found its 
way into the FJJ.

Like everything in life, this is 
another example of something that 
the people who have it are eager to 
mention it. But those who don’t, are 
offended that it even crosses people’s 
minds.

I would like to point out, that the 
shadchan in BMG takes a picture of 
every bochur before they are accepted 
into the yeshiva. Accompanied 
is a form the bochur signs giving 
permission for the shadchan to use 
the picture. So the notion that only 
girls are required to provide a picture 
is simply not true.

Besides, why is it the end of the 
world to provide a picture? Mema 
Nafshach, if he likes the way she 
looks, all the better. And if he doesn’t, 
why would you want a bochur who 
turns down a girl based on her looks? 
Ain rasha gadol mizu! It’s a win-win 
situation.

Furthermore, he’ll see her on 
the date anyway. Or are you also 
advocating dating from behind a 
mechitza? Naturally the parents will 
have to be there too to make sure he 
doesn’t peek.

The Gemara says “Assur le’adam 
li’sa isha ad she’yiraena”. Need I say 
more? (Note that the Gemara doesn’t 
say the other way around).

So let’s stop the artificial outrage, 
and recognize that this is the way the 
world works. Life isn’t fair, sometimes 
it’s downright unpleasant. So keep 
davening for moshiach.

A Bochur

Try Making a Shidduch
In last week’s (11/23) issue of the 

FJJ, there was a letter to the editor 
entitled “Photos in Shidduchim”. It 
was signed “A Mother Trying to hold 
on to our Torah values”.

I agree strongly with all she wrote. 
Could you please try and get me the 
shidduch resume (without a picture) 
of the young lady the letter refers to.

I would very much like to see if 
she might match up to one of our two 

eligible sons. (They are both currently 
learning in BMG.)

When it comes to shidduchim, one 
never knows where the right one will 
come from.

Chaim Ziegler

Laining for Dikduk
Abe Rosenzweig stated that 

teaching a 12 year old to lein will help 
learn proper dikduk. Where were 
his parents and rabbeim for the last 
7 - 9 years? Teaching someone to lein 
will not undo a lack of knowledge of 
proper dikduk. I teach people to lein; I 
am not a miracle worker. If a boy has 
spent years saying beh-EH-mes or ha-
EH-mes, it is virtually impossible to 
get him to correctly say beh-eh-MES 
or ha-eh-MES while teaching him to 
lein. Trust me, I’ve tried (numerous 
times).

Yehuda Scheff

Pet Peeves:  
Dikduk and Smoking

I recently found a few letters that 
echo my own pet peeves. The recent 
comments on boys leining their bar 
mitzva parsha, led to some discussion 
on their learning dikduk. 

I recall getting graded on “Kriah 
Nechona in elementary school. And, 
it was not exactly a nonconformist 
yeshiva. Listen to some more recent 
products of the yeshiva system, 
and you can hardly ascertain what 
language they’re davening in. As a 
general rule, the accent is on the last 
syllable (in Hebrew) and only rarely, 
on the first. Thus, in the Kaddish, the 
only word read m’l’el, would be l’ay’la. 
Everything, else, is m’l’ra. 

Changing a word from one 
pronunciation to another, may 
sometimes change its meaning. When 
reciting kriat shema, or while laining, 
there are halachik issues involved. Yet, 
it seems as though, the frummer you 
are, the worse your “Ivreh” will be. 

The other issue regards smoking. 
Several months ago, I wrote a letter 
regarding smoking in “out of town” 
yeshivot. I received several calls, 
some lambasting me for making the 
bochurim “self-conscious “. Nebach 
on the poor things!

I may conclude with a comment 
that I made earlier. If someone were 
told that a yeshiva’s cook, put fish 
and meat in the same pot, he would 
be aghast. Halacha would agree 
with him. Yet, we all know that the 
origin of that prohibition, stems 
from “Sakana”. We follow the ruling 
established nearly 2,000 years ago, 
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and refrain from cooking the two 
together. How much more so, that a 
practice such as smoking, which is 
universally considered unsafe, ought 
not be tolerated?

Rabbi Avraham Pinsker
Elizabeth, NJ

Mistaken Check
Could someone please give me 

the contact information for the 
organization Chaim b’Chesed.  I 
mistakenly wrote the wrong amount 
on a check to someone who was going 
door-to-door collecting.  I intended 
to give $18 and wrote the number 
18, but for some reason in my haste 
I wrote the words “eighteen hundred”.  
I was shocked to see my bank 
transaction showing $1800 deducted.  
Since I signed the check and wrote 
the words “eighteen hundred”, there 
is not much my bank could do about 
it. I’m sure I could rectify this if I 
would explain the situation to Chaim 
b’Chesed, but I don’t know how to 
contact them.  If anyone knows their 
contact information please call me at 
929-269-3410 or email me at yossi.
in.flatbush@gmail.com

Yossi 

Linda Sarsour Loves Me.  
She Loves Me Not 

It’s like a scene from a Mel Brooks 
film. An anti-Semitism panel led by 
anti-Semites. Pinch me—I must be 
dreaming!

But it’s not a dream. It’s another 
scene from a nightmare—the one 
about certain far-left liberal Jews so 
far removed from reality that they 
believe embracing Israel bashers will 
help them live happily ever after in 
non-Jewish lands. It’s the nightmare 
that says some Jews are so far removed 
from Jewish values, so distanced from 
Jewish identity that they “identify” 
as progressive and embrace any 
overtures to progressive values. Even 
when those values are being touted by 
wolves in sheep’s clothing.

But that was the old nightmare. I 
used to wake up in the middle, get a 
glass of water and go back to bed. I 
never saw the remake until last night. 
Now they’ve brought in Felini to 
direct.

Avowed hate-peddler Linda 
Sarsour is lecturing us on anti-
Semitism. Linda Sarsour, the 
unabashed apologist for terrorists 
whose glorification of Palestinian 
children throwing rocks became a 
Tweet heard ‘round the world. This is 

the individual the New School roped 
in to share pearls of wisdom.

Granted, Sarsour has some small 
measure of expertise on the subject. 
After all, she’s been spreading anti-
Semitism her entire public career.

And now Sarsour has stepped up 
her game. She’s surrounded herself 
with Jews who don’t know any better; 
Jews who assume that as long as she’s 
willing to visit their Temple, she must 
be ok. Jews who dismiss Sarsour’s 
venomous anti-Israel propaganda as 
acceptable in light of her publicized 
fund raiser for a Jewish cemetery. 
Sarsour has a fondness for dead Jews.

Recently, at the New School’s 
absurd panel on anti-Semitism, 
Sarsour made it clear that the threat 
to the Jews isn’t from radical Islamists 
who rent trucks and mow down 
innocent people in the streets—or 
those who teach their children that 
murdering Jews is the greatest act they 
can aspire to—but rather from the 
“fascist” White House. This couldn’t 
have anything to do with President 
Trump’s promise to move the Israeli 
embassy to Jerusalem could it?

Sarsour also poo-poo’d stories 
from the “Jewish media” accusing 
her of anti-Semitism. “If what you’re 
reading all day long, morning and 
night, in the Jewish media is that Linda 
Sarsour and Minister Farrakhan are 
the existential threats to the Jewish 
community, something really bad is 
gonna happen and we gonna miss the 
mark on it,” she said ungrammatically.

She failed to mention that her pal 
Farrakhan once warned Jews that 
they should not forget that “When 
it’s God who puts you in the ovens, 
it’s forever!” Or how he praised Hitler 
as “a very great man” on national 
television.

S a r s o u r ’s  s p e e c h — s e l f -
aggrandizing as usual; dissembling 
and misdirecting, as usual—barely 
touched the issue of anti-Semitism 
or how to tackle it. It was just another 
soapbox for this lover of dead Jews to 
point her hateful finger at others while 
decrying those who see her for what 
she is. A mountebank. A deceiver. The 
new darling of the radical left.

Assemblyman Dov Hikind

Local Kivrei Tzadikim
While many have taken tours to 

Lizensk and other kivrei tzaddikim in 
Europe, many people are unaware that 
right here in the area of Flatbush-Boro 
Park, at the corner of Bay Parkway 
and McDonald Avenue, unknown to 
many, there is a cemetery where one 
can daven at kivrei tzaddikim. These 

include Rav Hillel Klein, talmid of 
the Ksav Sofer, grandson of Rav SR 
Hirsch, Rav of Ohev Zedek for over 
35 years, one of the most prominent 
rabbanim of his time; Rav Mordechai 
Doctor, noted maggid on Lower 
East Side, published two sefarim of 
drashos; Rav Shimon Finkelstein, 
talmid of baalei mussar in Europe, Rav 
in Brownsville, wrote several sefarim; 
Rav Yaakov Ehrenreich, son-in-law of 
the Hungarian gaon and tzaddik the 
Kol Arye; and Rav Gedalia Bernstein, 
mashpia in Brownsville, whose kever 
is known as a place where people 
daven for yeshuos.

There are tours available where 
one can learn more about these 
rabbanim and recite Tehillim by 
these mekomos hakedoshim. For 
information email ygesser@gmail.
com or call 718-690-1534.

Yosef Gesser

Of Majesty and Royalty
It was my investigative research, 

I believe, that led Rabbi Paysach 
Krohn to revisit his original article 
“Of Majesty and Royalty” in his long 
ago published book “Echoes of the 
Maggid” which you posted in the 
November 2nd  issue of the FJJ. It is 
about Queen Wilhelmina’s visit to the 
Munkatcher Rebbe. 

My interest in this story began 
last August after I read a fascinating 
new book “The Life of Moshele Der 
Zinger: How my Singing Saved 
my Life” by Cantor Moshe Kraus 
who lives in Ottawa, Canada. This 
chazzan, now in his high nineties, was 
a student of the late Minchas Elozor 
z”l in Munkatch and, as such, he 
recounts many episodes of the great 
sage he witnessed with reverence 
and trepidation. His account of the 
story Rabbi Krohn writes about vastly 
differs in facts and details.  

When I repeated the chazzan’s 
account of the story to a respected rav 
in Brooklyn he threw it to the wind 
claiming that it’s nothing more than 
a nice fairy tale. (Since then I became 
aware that also the Satmar Rav, R’ Yoel 
Teitelbaum z”l, while he liked chassidic 
literature, disdained chassidic lore. He 
did not care much for those legendary 
chassidic tales. He ridiculed them 
and believed that most of them were 
untrue.) 

Having felt like I’ve read some 
sort of “fake” news, prompted me 
to begin a comprehensive search for 
the true story, if it indeed happened. 
I reached out to a large number of 
people including Rabbi Paysach 
Krohn who referred me to R’ Mottel 

Aronson in Amsterdam with whom 
I had extensive correspondence by 
e-mail. I’m ever so grateful for his 
time in pasting together, from many 
personal sources, a chronological 
account of the events that transpired. 
Nevertheless, by his own admission, 
there are some questions I had which 
he was unable to answer.

Though it appears that Rabbi 
Krohn’s version of the story is more 
accurate than the account published in 
Chazzan Kraus’s book, I could not get, 
to this day, any official confirmation 
from the House of Munkatch or 
from anyone in the know who could 
vouch for all the published facts to 
be true. My inquiries with the Royal 
Family and government offices in 
the Netherlands and in the U.S. went 
unanswered.

In the end, for the sake of true 
history, I’m hoping that this FJJ article 
may find its way to someone in the 
Munkatch Chassidic community who 
has been handed down, from father 
to son, the real true story without any 
embellishments.

J.J. Freedman

Much Ado About Nothing
Sometimes writing about stuff 

that other people wrote about the 
previous week is kind of feast or 
famine; there are weeks where I’m 
hard pressed to find anything upon 
which to comment, and then there are 
weeks like last week, where virtually 
every letter was a little gem.  You 
know…the letters where folks get all 
hot, bothered, and indignant about 
narishkeit?  So here are my responses 
to a few of them, in no particular 
order:

First, there was a letter from a Mr. 
Scrooge…no, sorry, that’s not it.  It 
was a Mr. Katz.  The title of his letter 
was Chanukah Gifts?  Here it is in its 
entirety:

What’s this thing nowadays called 
Chanukah Presents?  Every night of 
Chanukah all my kids ask me, “are 
you giving us a present tonight?” And 
I answer NO!  Why are we giving gifts?  
Are we copying the non-Jewish holiday 
on December 25?  I think this should 
all stop!

Okay, a few things. If we do 
something — anything — that the 
goyim do, shall we stop?  How about, 
gee, I don’t know…Purim?  Well not 
Purim per se, but dressing up for 
Purim.  The goyim do the same thing 
on Halloween!  How about flying the 
American flag?  How about driving 
a car??

CONTINUED ON PAGE 124
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Giving presents on Chanukah has 
been going on pretty much forever 
and has by now definitely established 
itself within our community.  Kind 
of like sushi.  No, seriously: where 
were you ten years ago when the first 
entrees of raw fish started showing up 
at simchas?  Why weren’t you outside 
picketing the hall? 

When Mr. Katz uses the word 
nowadays in his first sentence, either 
he knows that it makes no sense or 
he’s been hiding under a rock every 
year as soon he hears Maoz Tzur.  
“What’s this 
thing nowadays 
called Chanukah 
p r e s e n t s ? ” 
h e  w r i t e s .  
Nowadays?  I’ve 
been giving my 
kids gifts for forty years.  My parents 
gave us stuff, too.  I remember my 
zeidy giving me Chanukah gelt.  Know 
who my zeidy was?  He was one of the 
first kosher butchers in Boro Park, 
back during the days when butcher 
shops didn’t have hechsheirim; If you 
trusted the proprietor, you bought 
from him.  He was also a tremendous 
talmid chachum, Mr. Katz; think 
that just maybe he might have been 
perhaps kind of sort close to as ehrlich 
as even you are?   

Do you really think that when 
yeshiva kids get a present for 
Chanukah, they’re thinking, “Wow, 
now I’m just like little Christopher 
down the block?  No!  Know why?  
Because little Moishie, little Yankie, 
and little Yossie live down the block 
and they all got presents, and little 
Christopher’s parents sold their house 
to the Friedmans in ’78 when he was 
nine, and he’s now an exterminator 
living in Parsippany.

Oh, and one last thing; you write, 
“Every night of Chanukah all my kids 
ask me, ‘are you giving us a present 
tonight’?”  Do they, really?  I mean, 
haven’t they gotten the message yet 
after all these years?  Or maybe their 
friends in yeshiva keep talking about 
the cool fidget spinners or Chia Pets 
they received and they figure maybe 
this year will be different; maybe this 
year Tatty will cave and spring for a 
Yo-Yo or a kazoo or something!  

Next funny letter?  Thought you’d 
never ask!  It’s titled False Askanim 
in the FJJ, and it was authored by A 
Yeshiva Bochur.  He takes exception 
(he don’t know from umbrage) to 
the way the term ASKAN is bandied 
about so cavalierly within these pages.  

“How,” he asks, “are people who take 
a picture of themselves eating chulent 
and kugel important?”  Wow; what 
a question!  Where would we all be 
without the chulent essers and the 
kugel fressers of the world?!  Do you 
understand that if not for frum Jews 
and hungry Latinos, the entire bean 
industry would shrivel up and die?  Do 
you want to be the one to call up Goya 
Foods and say, “Sorry fellas, but we’ve 
decided to go with gruenkern soup 
from here on out? (not that there’s 
anything wrong with that).  Do you, 
huh?  Because I’m not gonna be the 
one to make that call, that’s for sure!  

After that, I didn’t think there was 
anything left that Mr. Bochur could 
write that would surprise/confuse/
entertain me further, but truth be 
told, I had sold him short.  Somehow, 
he got from chulent eaters to coffee 
drinkers.  He writes,

“Of course, everyone knows the 
famous saying l’havdil ‘America Runs 
on Dunkin Really it should be ‘The 
World runs on Torah…’”  Technically, 
of course, he’s absolutely right.  The 
problem is that when they tried 
that slogan out on several different 
demographics, the folks in the sample 
group had a rough time making the 
connection between Limud Torah 
with Boston Crème donuts.  

And another thing: why are 
they mutually exclusive?  Why can’t 
America Run on Dunkin’ and the 
World run on Torah?  Where is the 
stirah here?

I hope our Yeshiva Bochur has 
caught on by now that what I’m trying 
to point out is that the word ASKAN, 
when applied to kugel eaters or ball 
players or FJJ-readers, is meant…
ready?...in jest.  It’s a joke.  It’s not 
serious.  They don’t really mean it.  And 
not only is it a joke, it’s a long-running 
joke, kind of like Don’t Call Me Shirley.   
And not only is it a long-running joke, 
it is a long-running joke that I’ve had to 
address once or twice before because 
other people like yourself didn’t get it, 
either.  Do you understand now?  No?  
Didn’t think so. 

I found an interesting contrast in 
points of view in two other letters.  
Discussing Yaakov Salomon’s Out 
of the Box of the previous week 
about Bar Mitzvah boys laining, Abe 
Rosenzweig wrote,

“…it really doesn’t take a lot of effort 
for a boy to learn how to properly lain 
his parsha.”

He is then immediately 
contradicted by Yehuda Scheff:

“As both a Baal Koreh and someone 
who teaches bochurim how to lein at 

the time of their Bar Mitzvah, I am 
against the notion that all bochurim 
should be ‘pressured’ and be ‘challenged’ 
and devote their sweat and toil into 
doing something they don’t want to do.”

Later, he makes another really 
good point:

“[There’s] a fear of the Bar Mitzvah 
bochur that he will make a mistake 
causing the ‘bloodthirsty’ crowd to yell 
out corrections.”

Well kudos, Yehuda, for 
mentioning it!  What is up with that?!  
Don’t you guys know that the kid is 
only thirteen years old and doesn’t 
need to be made to feel any shakier 
than he already is?  Can you stop 
reacting when he makes a boo-boo 
like he just voted for Hillary?  Can 
you perhaps leave the correcting 
up to the gabbai or maybe the kid’s 
teacher who’s standing right next to 
him?  Please??  Make believe it’s the 
Haftorah, when you’re not listening 
anymore because you’re waiting for 
them to serve the matjes herring, 
okay?

I don’t know about you, but I’m on 
Mr. Scheff ’s side; if memory serves 
(yes I lained, and even said my p’shetl 
by baal peh…kind of) my Bar Mitzvah 
preparation was a lot closer to “sweat 
and toil” than “piece of cake.”

A few minor points:
I think I was insulted twice last 

week.  I say I think, because the two 
parties in question didn’t mention 
me by name.  First there was Samuel 
Schloss, grumbling once again about 
how his letter was butchered (funny; 
I’ve used that word to describe what 
you guys do to my letters all the time), 
and he sounds really angry about it.  
But listen to this part:

“I am a bit curious though as to 
the motivation to butcher letters of 
serious issues while leaving columns 
of derogatory drivel [two points for 
alliteration] that border on lashon 
harah, motzei shem rah, and veahavta 
lereiacha komochah unscathed.”

Ouch.  Think he might be talking 
about anybody in particular?  

The second perceived insult 
came from A Happy Shvigger who 
disagreed with me about parents, 
grandparents, or the family Rottweiler 
accompanying the new, potential 
zivug on their first date. 

She begins:
“A frequent contributor to the 

‘Letters to the Editor’ who shall remain 
nameless and will henceforth be 
referred to as Mr. G-brain lambasted 
Mrs. Chana Rose several weeks ago for 
daring to suggest that it was okay for 

the parents of the young man to come 
along on the first date.”   

Mr. G-brain?  Say what?  Let me 
try a few possibilities:

Giant Brain…Great Brain…
Gorgeous Brain…Genius Brain…
Guileless Brain…Glorious Brain…
nah.  Probably not what she had in 
mind.  

Or maybe it’s just some kind of 
riff on when I call my gray matter my 
“pea brain?”  But wait…there’s more.  
Here’s how she ends:

“The scenario that Mr. G-brain 
presented was ridiculous and um…
brainless?”

Hmm…Goofy?  Gauche?  Geeky?  
Ghastly?  Grumpy? Grouchy?  
Gruesome? Grotesque?  Gaga?...

Your Even-Humbler-Than-Usual 
Servant, 

Rocky Zweig

The Remix
You used to call me on my cellphone
When your credit card bill was due
You used to call me on my cellphone
When your babysitter canceled on you

And I know when I hear that ring
It could only mean one thing

After all I’m single and I have no life
When you need cash, or ‘sitting or a 
ride
I think about it and it’s so tough 
How much I’ve been taken advantage of

Ever since I said no, we don’t get along
We both pretend nothing’s wrong
But all the sudden I don’t belong
Yea I’m trying to stay strong

You used to call me on my cellphone
When you needed stuff from me
You used to call me on my cellphone
For help with your latest scheme

Now when I hear that special ring
It gets silenced in a blink

I’m not trying to be mean, you know
But can’t you see I’m all alone
After all if chessed begins at home
How come you never picked up the 
phone...

...And called me on my cellphone
Just once to say hi what’s up?
If only you called me on my cellphone
Just once to show some love

Mic Drop
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Well, it is that time of year 
again. No, not holiday time, but 
the Jerusalem Embassy Act waiver 
deadline! It comes around every six 
months and was a rather quiet af-
fair—until the presidency of Donald 
Trump.

In 1995, a majority in Congress 
passed the Jerusalem Embassy Act, 
recognizing that city as the capital 
of Israel and calling for the U.S. em-
bassy to be moved there from Tel 
Aviv. However, the legislation in-
cluded a security waiver that every 
president has so far used to delay 
the move, citing national security 
concerns or possible implications 
for peace talks between the Israelis 
and Palestinians. � e next deadline 
for the waiver is Dec. 1.

Christian leaders have made it 
clear to the White House that this 
issue is important to them, begin-
ning with a petition during the 
2016 presidential campaign that 650 
Christian leaders, representing some 

60 million evangelical Christians, 
signed. � ey asked the candidates 
to adopt five guiding principles 
in relation to Israel. One of those 
principles was the recognition of 
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel 
and the relocation of the U.S. em-
bassy there. � en-candidate Trump 
agreed to all � ve principles and an-
nounced that if elected, he would 
move the embassy to Jerusalem.

When the � rst waiver deadline 
of his presidency was approaching 
in May, a letter signed by 60 major 
Christian leaders reminded Trump 
of that promise, and urged him not 
to sign the waiver and to proceed 
with moving the embassy. � e pres-
ident, however, signed the waiver. 
Recently the second waiver dead-
line of his presidency, and Christian 
leaders are once again reminding 
him of his campaign commitment. 

� ere are several issues at stake 
in this ongoing saga. One is the fact 
that U.S. law has not been fully im-
plemented for a period of some 22 
years. Some members of Congress 

who are not happy with this held 
hearings on Nov. 8 to press the 
White House to proceed with mov-
ing the embassy.

While Trump has said “it is not 
a matter of if, but when,” many feel 
a grave concern that if the embassy 
move does not happen now, it may 
never happen. Trump’s presidency 
has opened a door of opportunity 
in the Middle East that no other 
U.S. administration has been able to 
open. He has tremendous leverage 
in the region, so he should take ad-
vantage of this � eeting moment in 
history and announce the move of 
the embassy. 

Why wait for a peace agreement 
that has eluded us for 25 years and 
may continue to do so for decades to 
come? � e only way there will be real 
peace between the Palestinians and 
Israel is by requiring the Palestinian 
Authority to stop inciting violence 
and to prepare its people for peace 
with proper education in schools, 
universities, mosques and the me-
dia. It will take several decades to 
raise up a new generation prepared 
for democracy and peace.

In the meantime, U.S. foreign 
policy should not be decided by 
those who threaten and carry out 
violence, but by the American gov-
ernment. We must strengthen our 
bonds with the one true democ-
racy in the Middle East, a country 
and people who share our values. 

Recognizing their capital is the right 
thing to do for our greatest ally in 
the region. And there is no more 
signi� cant time to do so than during 
this year of the 50th anniversary of 
the reuni� cation of Jerusalem.

For me, a Christian leader, this 
issue is also personal. Jerusalem is a 
signi� cant city in the Christian faith 
with many historical sites and great 
spiritual meaning. Only a free and 
democratic Israel can be trusted to 
protect Jerusalem for all peoples of 
faith. 

� e Israeli government has al-
ready demonstrated this and has 
continuously beauti� ed Jerusalem, 
safeguarded biblical and archeolog-
ical sites, and allowed freedom of 
religion for Christians and Muslims 
as well as freedom of access to our 
holy sites and places of worship. 

� e reason hundreds of Christian 
leaders have lobbied the White 
House on this issue is because they 
want to ensure continued Israeli 
sovereignty over all of Jerusalem, 
including our revered Mount of 
Olives, the Old City, the Temple 
Mount and all of biblical Jerusalem. 
� is is why we are asking the pres-
ident to recognize Jerusalem as 
the eternal and never-to-be-divid-
ed-again capital of Israel and to 
move the U.S. embassy there. Mr. 
President, please do not sign the 
waiver again. Move that embassy! 

Mr. President: Move that Embassy! 

 

 

 



126718.692.1144 | thefjj.comDecember 7, 2017

FJJ Opinions
The Opinions column reflects the opinion of the author only, not necessarily those of the FJJ.

DaviD Brog/JNS.org

Like bad poker players, history’s 
crooks and liars have an obvious 
tell. Since they’re trying to deceive 
you, they’re desperate to keep you 
on their ideological reservation.  
Start heading for the door and they 
will show their bad factual hand in 
their frenzy to stop you. 

Whether it’s a communist leader 
in the Kremlin or a cult leader in 
his compound, this tell is always the 
same. Today, the desperate effort to 
suppress objective inquiry is most 
prevalent on our college campuses. 
The new anti-intellectuals typically 
target conservative and religious 
ideas. And as is so often the case 
with such extremists, many of them 
are obsessed with Jews.

In November, activists at New 
York University (NYU) proudly 
launched an effort to block their 
fellow students from traveling to 
Israel to learn the facts of the Arab-
Israeli conflict. Jewish Voice for 
Peace (JVP), Students for Justice in 

Palestine (SJP) and other student 
groups announced that they would 
boycott a fact-finding trip to Israel 
called the NYU Israel Experience. 
These groups ominously warned 
that any student who violated their 
ban and joined the trip would be 
suspected of a “conflict of interest” 
upon their return to campus.  

This isn’t the first time that the 
JVP thought police have tried to 
boycott a trip to Israel. They’ve 
invested great energy in a failed 
effort to convince Jewish students 
to decline Birthright trips to Israel. 
Among their complaints about 
these Jewish heritage trips is that 
“Birthright trips never expose 
Jewish participants to Palestinian 
life or perspectives.”  

While this is a most arbitrary 
travel condition, the NYU Israel 
Experience actually meets it—the 
trip does expose its participants to 
Palestinian life and perspectives. So 
how does JVP justify a boycott in 
this instance? Blinded to their own 

hypocrisy, they assert, “We refuse to 
go on a trip that includes a visit to 
illegally occupied land.” 

Let’s be clear, JVP doesn’t care 
what trip participants see or do. 
JVP activists will oppose any visit to 
Israel they don’t control. And they 
will try to shut down any conver-
sation about Israel that they don’t 
dominate.

Indeed, JVP, SJP and their al-
lies demonstrate their obsessive 
need for control not only abroad, 
but right here at home. They don’t 
want students to hear from campus 
speakers who don’t share their ex-
treme views. That’s why they have 
so often sought to disrupt speeches 
by pro-Israel figures. And that’s why 
they’ve so often sought to intimidate 
students from showing up in the 
first place. 

The contrast is enlightening. 
When is the last time that pro-Israel 
groups have presumed to order oth-
ers not to travel to the Palestinian 
Authority or any Arab country 
for that matter? Far from banning 
such visits, many trips sponsored 
by pro-Israel groups—like the 
NYU Israel Experience—include 
visits with both Israeli Arabs and 
Palestinians. 

When is the last time that any 
serious pro-Israel group tried to 
shout down a speaker with whom 
it disagrees? In my experience, the 
most “aggressive” pro-Israel stu-
dents simply try to engage such in-
dividuals in dialogue and ask them 
tough questions. The goal isn’t to 
shut down debate, but to actually 
have a debate. 

JVP put this traditional tolerance 
to the ultimate test in April when 
it had Rasmeah Odeh address the 
group’s National Member Meeting 
in Chicago. Odeh was a member of 
a terrorist group called the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine. 
She was convicted of bombing a 
Jerusalem supermarket in 1969 and 
killing two students, Leon Kanner 
and Eddie Joffe. When she immi-
grated to the U.S., she failed to dis-
close her murder conviction and 
has since pled guilty to immigration 
fraud. 

Jewish groups did not disrupt 
Odeh or shout her down. Instead, 
they held a peaceful vigil to honor 
the memory of Odeh’s slain victims.  

It’s just too rich. A group called 
Jewish Voice for Peace rejects dia-
logue and debate among students. 
Instead, the organization honors 
a woman convicted of murdering 
students. The analogy to George 
Orwell’s “1984” is too powerful to 
resist. For JVP, SJP and their fellow 
travelers, war is indeed peace. 

Most students don’t know much 
about Israel and the Palestinians. 
While they’re at college, they 
should take some time to learn. But 
they must be wise consumers of 
information. They should seek out 
opportunities like the NYU Israel 
Experience to investigate the facts 
for themselves. They should run 
fast and far from JVP, SJP and any-
one else who wants to shut down 
the very free inquiry that’s sup-
posed to characterize their college 
experience.  

The Rise of the Campus Anti-Intellectuals 

A LASTING TRIBUTE FOR THE KEDOSHEI HAR NOF!

Due to the vision and initiative of 
HORAV ELIEZER GINSBURG shlita, there is fi nally a solution 
to the cell phone mageifah affecting our shuls and yeshivos!
Rabbi Ginsburg has raised the initial funding to develop, design and produce over 200 wood cell 
phone locker units. Upon entering a Makom Torah Utefi llah, cell phones are placed in personal secured 
numbered lockers under lock and key. The keys remain with cell phone owner until he exits the premises.

OVER 200 CELL PHONE LOCKER UNITS 
ARE NOW BEING USED 
AROUND THE WORLD! 
Yerushalayim  •  Belgium • Switzerland • 
England  •  Cincinatti  •  Baltimore • Los 
Angeles  •  Chicago • Lakewood • Passaic • 
Flatbush  •  Boro Park • Marine Park •  East Side 
• Williamsburg •  Florida • Vienna • Australia

In these turbulent times do 
something for כבוד בית הכנסת! 
Order a cell phone locker for your 
 .מקום תורה ותפילה
Call 718.645.4698

Join the worldwide movement to preserve 
the sanctity by not bringing cell phones or 
smartphones into the מקום תורה ותפילה.
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Congress will soon re-authorize 
Title VI of the Higher Educational 
Opportunities Act, a bill that was 
first introduced as the National 
Defense Education Act of 1958. � e 
original legislative intent was to 
cultivate a consortium of university 
graduates who were best equipped 
to deal with the Soviet threat during 
the Cold War. 

It was at a time when people in 
Washington began to notice how 
woefully ignorant American stu-
dents were about foreign languages 
and cultures, so they cra� ed legisla-
tion that created regional studies de-
partments—African Studies, Asian 
Studies, Latin Studies and Middle 
Eastern Studies—to educate our na-
tion’s youngsters to equip them with 
the necessary tools to best deal with 
our adversaries.

But somehow, through the years, 
the original legislative intent of 
these programs has been turned 
on its head. Today, the U.S. govern-
ment pours $65.1 million annually 
into various regional studies centers 
run by sta� ers who overwhelmingly 
possess strong anti-American and 
anti-Western biases that they are 
communicating to their students. 

Even more pernicious is that in 
order to receive the grant, college 
professors must conduct workshops 
for librarians and for teachers of 
kindergarten through 12th grade. 
A study of the educational materials 
used in these teacher training work-
shops amounts to nothing more 
than “trickle down propaganda.”

The Middle Eastern Studies 
programs widely use a supplemen-
tary curriculum guide by Audrey 

Shabbas, called “� e Arab World 
Studies Notebook”—a joint pub-
lication by the Middle East Policy 
Council, which receives its funding 
directly from Saudi Arabia, and the 
Arab World and Islamic Resources 
and School Services, which is bank-
rolled by Saudi Aramco, the oil 
conglomerate. 

When lea� ng through “� e Arab 
World Studies Notebook,” one can 
easily � nd instructions on what the 
Quran teaches, including a lesson 
on the Quran’s commandments, 
descriptions of the � ve pillars of 
the Muslim faith, glori� cations of 
Muhammad, instructions on how to 
turn a classroom into a mosque and 
suggestions to “make a � eld trip” to 
such a place of worship. (One won-
ders if the ACLU would have long 
ago intervened if a Christian or 
Jewish teacher’s guide o� ered such 
blatant religious instructions.)

In the section on “Palestine,” 
complete untruths are told that are 
presented as though they are un-
assailable facts. For example, the 
material claims that “the Jews want-
ed to drive out all the Arabs.” And 
just in case one is not determined 
to intellectually accept the anti-Is-
rael bias, the student is reached 
emotionally through the poetry of 
Mahmoud Darwish. 

Darwish’s poems, including 
“Identity Card,” are as one-sided as 
they are emotionally galvanizing, 
such as:

Write Down!
I am an Arab
You have stolen the orchards of 

my ancestors
And the land which I cultivated
Along with my children

And you le�  nothing for us
Except for these rocks.
So will the State take them
As has been said?!
Saudi Arabia is not the only 

Islamic nation that is � nding, or 
rather funding, its way into the 
minds of America’s youngest, most 
vulnerable, most impressionable 
children. In August, � e Wall Street 
Journal reported that Qatar—a state 
which has long provided funding 
and logistical support for Al-Qaeda 
in the Arab Peninsula, Hamas, the 
Muslim Brotherhood, the al-Nusra 
Front and the Taliban—has been 
providing $30.6 million directly to 
school districts from New York to 
Oregon.

One has to wonder why the 
Muslim world, with a startling illit-
eracy rate of nearly 40 percent, has 
such an avid interest in the educa-
tion of American youngsters.

Even though the Endowment 
for Middle East Truth (EMET), 
the organization that I founded, 
had worked in 2008 to amend 
Title VI of the Higher Educational 
Opportunities Act to “provide a di-
versity of perspectives,” any review 
of the writings of the professors of 
the Middle East programs demon-
strates a profound anti-American 
and anti-Israeli bias.  

Take for example a Nov. 14 
Facebook post by Hamid Dabashi, 
the Hagop Kevorkian Professor of 
Iranian Studies and Comparative 
Literature at Columbia University’s 

Middle Eastern Studies Program. 
Posted under a photo of Jared 
Kushner, Ivanka Trump and Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, it reads, 
“� ere is a reason why a small gang 
of European Zionists could land 
in Palestine and in broad daylight 
of history steal it under the feet 
of Palestinians.” Dabashi contin-
ued, “Like a rich brat teenager…
[Salman] hides behind the wing of 
his Israeli and American protectors 
and benefactors, buys them with 
his windblown wealth, so that Jared 
Kushner’s Zionist kins can kill and 
rob Palestinians even more as they 
enable him to slaughter Yemeni 
women and children apace.”

It is simply appalling that our tax-
payers’ dollars are helping to fund a 
professor with such blatant biases. 
� is policy must end. Beyond that, 
no foreign government should be 
paying their way into the precious 
minds of our American students—
either directly as Qatar does, or 
indirectly through Title VI of the 
Higher Educational Opportunities 
Act. 

As long as our American young-
sters receive this poisonous pro-
paganda as a paltry substitute for 
a solid education of the region, we 
will never learn to acknowledge and 
appreciate the extremist ideology of 
radical Islam that is trying to defeat 
us. Our enemy has never relented in 
pursuit of its hegemonic aspirations, 
and we will be, once again, caught 
o�  guard.

Who is Finding Their Way into 
American Students’ Minds? 
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Back in the 1990s, civil rights 
activists coined the term “DWB” 
(driving while black) to high-
light the frequency of incidents 
in which African-American mo-
torists were stopped by the police 
without just cause. It was as if the 
drivers were considered guilty of 
something simply because they 
were black.

In the wake of the mob at-
tack in Israel, it’s time to coin a 
new term: “WWJ,” walking while 
Jewish.

Two parents and a group of 
young Jewish children set out on 
a hike in the Shomron (Samaria) 
region, as part of a bar mitzvah 
celebration. The hike was coordi-
nated in advance with the Israeli 
army, which gave its approval. 
Each of the parents carried a 
weapon, at the army’s request.

They didn’t hike through any 
Arab villages. They didn’t create 

a settlement. They didn’t both-
er anybody, violate any law or 
do anything wrong. Their only 
“crime” was that they were walk-
ing while Jewish.

Some Palestinian Arabs spot-
ted the children. Keep in mind 
that these are Palestinians who 
have been educated in Palestinian 
schools. You would think that if 
the Palestinians were sincere when 
they signed the Oslo Accords, 
they would have changed the cur-
ricula in their schools, in order to 
encourage peace and coexistence.

But as Palestinian Media Watch 
and other groups have repeatedly 
documented, Palestinian school 
textbooks still teach vicious ha-
tred of Israel. They portray all 
of Israel as “occupied Palestine.” 
They depict Jews as devils, rats, 
insects and butchers. They hail 
Arab murderers of Jews as “he-
roes” and “martyrs.”

Every time Palestinian chil-
dren turn on official Palestinian 
Authority Television, they are 
greeted with messages of in-
citement. Just a few days ago, 
Palestinian Media Watch cited a 
new song that is being broadcast 
on PA television. Here’s an excerpt 
from the lyrics: “We will raise the 
Fatah flag with the rifle…We will 
come at you from the sea like the 
wave…Yasser Arafat said this 
statement in a loud voice: ‘For 
you O homeland, by Allah, death 
is sweet for me’…Jerusalem is 
ours, and we are marching, and 
will bring millions of martyrs.”

As the song was played, view-
ers were shown an image of 
one of those “martyrs”—Dalal 
Mughrabi, the teenage terror-
ist who led the massacre of 37 
Israelis (plus the niece of U.S. 
Sen. Abraham Ribicoff ) on the Tel 
Aviv coast in 1978. So maybe it’s 
no surprise that the Palestinians 
who spotted the Jewish children 
decided that they wanted to be 
“heroes” and “martyrs,” just like 
Mughrabi. The mere sight of vul-
nerable Jewish passersby inspired 
the Palestinians to try to stone the 
children to death.

Don’t think for a second that 
these Palestinians don’t realize 
that rocks can kill. At least 13 
Israeli Jews and two Arabs mistak-
en for Jews have been murdered 
by Palestinian rock-throwers 
since the 1980s. Many more have 
been maimed, some permanently.

Unfortunately,  Palestinian 
rock-throwers can also assume 
that their victims will quickly be 

forgotten. Who, today, remem-
bers Asher Palmer and his young 
son, Yonatan—both American 
citizens—who were murdered 
by Palestinian rock-throwers in 
2011? In fact, who today remem-
bers the names of any of the ston-
ing fatalities?

The Shomron mob surrounded 
the Jews, hurling rocks. Two men 
and three of the children were in-
jured. The mob surged forward, 
with several of the attackers try-
ing to wrest the gun from one of 
the parents’ hands. The parent 
fired in self-defense; one of the 
would-be murderers was killed.

“The children fled to a nearby 
cave and waited to be rescued by 
Israeli security forces,” according 
to one of the news reports. One 
can only imagine how they felt, 
huddled in fear, not knowing who 
would arrive first, the soldiers or 
more Arab attackers. Fortunately, 
the soldiers reached the children 
in time to pre-empt a massacre.

In recent days, Rabbi Rick 
Jacobs, president of the Union for 
Reform Judaism, and some other 
prominent American Jews have 
denounced Israel’s deputy foreign 
minister, Tzipi Hotovely. They 
said they were “insulted” because 
she pointed out that Jews in the 
U.S. do not face the same kind of 
dangers that Israeli Jews face. The 
attempt to stone Jewish children 
to death in the Shomron shows 
how right she was. Rabbi Jacobs 
and his colleagues owe the deputy 
foreign minister an apology.

The Crime: Walking While Jewish
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     For hundreds of years, Jews had been 

economically and politically stifled, and 

confined to the ghettos of Europe. Opportunities 

were limited and a Jew was basically forced to 

make do with what he could. Following in the 

wake of the Napoleonic Wars (1804-1815), in 

which General Napoleon Bonaparte conquered 

much of Europe, and proclaimed himself 

Emperor of France, came the emancipation of 

the Jews of Western Europe. The ghetto walls 

came down, commerce improved and the Jews 

of Western Europe were free to enter European 

society for the first time.  

     Historians have consistently grappled with 

the question as to what prompted Napoleon to 

treat the Jews in the way that he did. The 

following story, which R’ Chaim Soloveitchik 

(Brisker) zt”l related to his son R’ Yitzchak 

Zev zt”l (Brisker Rav), who later recounted to 

R’ Zalman Sorotzkin zt”l, may give us an 

insight into his mindset. 

     It is told that during one of Napoleon’s 

Eastern European campaigns, a grand banquet 

was thrown in his honor in the Lithuanian city of 

Kovno (Kaunas). Key religious and prominent 

leaders of various denominations were urged to 

attend, and many of them were scheduled to 

deliver flattering speeches about the conquering 

monarch. When Napoleon noticed that there was 

no Jewish representative, he was dismayed and 

his huge ego bruised. Quickly, he ordered that a 

rabbi be summoned to his feast. 

     Soldiers spread out in search of a rabbi and 

finally the elderly rabbi of a nearby town was 

brought to the feast. The rabbi fearfully admitted 

that he had never attended such a banquet and 

had never spoken about politics in his life, only 

about Torah ethics. Napoleon was intrigued, and 

in a fit of good humor, he said, “Very well! I’ve 

heard enough flattery for the time being. Tell me 

what your Torah has to say about my conquests 

and military genius!” He laughed heartily and all 

those in attendance were obliged to laugh 

uproariously at his witticism. 

     The elderly rabbi collected his wits and 

decided to go for broke. “Your Majesty surely 

recalls the famous Bible story about Joseph, 

who was thrown into prison for a crime he did 

not commit. While he was there, the royal butler 

and baker of Pharaoh were likewise imprisoned. 

One night, they each dreamt unusual dreams and 

in the morning, Joseph was asked to interpret 

their dreams. The baker, predicted Joseph, 

would be executed in three days’ time, while the 

butler would be restored to his position in three 

days. His words were right on the mark.” 

     Napoleon nodded, recalling the story.  

      “At that point,” continued the rabbi, “Joseph 

mentioned to the royal butler his wish to be 

freed from prison. In doing so, he phrased his 

request with the following three Hebrew words: 

“Ki im zichartani”, a very awkward expression 

which literally translates as, ‘Because if you will 

remember me.’ Now, I ask you sire, how can 

one begin a request with the word ‘because’?” 

     Again, Napoleon nodded, following intently, 

enjoying this impromptu Bible lesson. 

      “The answer is that when Joseph informed 

the chief butler that not only would he be freed 

in three days but that he would immediately 

regain his former glory, he noted the prisoner’s 

look of amazement and disbelief. Generally, 

once a minister is imprisoned, he is almost never 

freed. It’s one thing to be released from prison; 

but to return to his exalted position in the palace 

was almost too good to be true! In response to 

the butler’s unspoken question, Joseph hastily 

explained why G-d had arranged this miraculous 

event: ‘Because you are supposed to remember 

me and get me released!’” 

       The old rabbi concluded: “You, too, great 

and mighty Emperor, must realize that G-d is 

talking to you. How can anyone explain your 

continuous military success, the almost 

supernatural victories? Clearly, the Almighty 

has a reason for making all this happen: Because 

you are to see firsthand the terrible oppression 

of Joseph’s descendants - the Jewish People - 

and be moved to grant them equality and justice. 

That is why you are so victorious!”  

     Napoleon stood up and grasped the rabbi’s 

hand firmly, thanking him for his warm and 

truthful words.  
 

 

 

 
“Then Yehudah recognized and he 

said, "She is right because I did not 

give her to my son Shelah.” (38-26) 
     In his monumental work, 

“Sichos Mussar,” Rav Chaim 

Shmuelevitz zt”l explains why it is 

so difficult for a human being to 

acknowledge his mistake and 

change his mind. It is, he says, 

because the first opinion that forms 

in a person’s mind becomes fixed in 

place, at which point he no longer 

listens to other opinions or tries to 

determine what is proper or correct. 

From that point on, one will do 

everything to justify his own 

opinion. In truth, though, such an 

approach is disastrous, for a person 

becomes enslaved to his initial point 

of view, which he thinks is the truth, 

and therefore he will not budge. 

Tzaddikim know how to control 

themselves and acknowledge that 

they have erred, thus meriting the 

World to Come.  

     The story of Yehudah and Tamar 

details a low point in Yehudah’s 

life. Yet, at the same time, it proves 

his greatness, for when he was 

publicly confronted with his action, 

he did not shy away and make 

excuses. Rather, he stepped up and 

recognized the error of his ways. He 

acknowledged what he had done 

and he publicly accepted the blame.  

     Yehudah represents the Malchus 

(royalty) of Bnei Yisroel, because he 

rose above his brothers in the way in 

which he dealt with his sin. 
     Towards the end of a life of 

righteousness that lasted into its 

ninety-third year, the Rivnitzer 

Rebbe, Rav Chaim Zanvil 

Abramowitz zt”l became extremely 

frail and weak. His gabbaim were 

always hovering nearby due to his 

frailty and were always at his side to 

assist him when he walked. 
   It happened once that the Rebbe 

was walking down a flight of stairs 

into his yard, when he slipped and 

fell down the few remaining steps. 

    Everyone rushed to his side. The 

onlookers gasped at the sight of the 

holy Rebbe sprawled out on the 

ground, while his gabbaim 

scrambled to try to help him up. The 

Rebbe, however, refused their help. 
   Members of his household hurried 

over to him, asking anxiously, “Is 

the Rebbe hurt? Does it hurt badly?” 
    But the Rebbe shook his head. 

“No, no,” he said quietly. 
   Surprised, they asked, “If the 

Rebbe is not hurt, then why doesn’t 

he let us help him up?” 

     The Rebbe looked at his family 

members and then at his gabbaim. 

Finally, he said, “I’m sitting down 

to figure out why I fell!”  
     Yehudah, the son Yaakov Avinu, 

was not ashamed to acknowledge 

his sin. He knew what he had done 

wrong and the result was that he 

inherited the World to Come. 

 

 
   Surprised, they asked, “If the 

Rebbe is not hurt, why doesn’t he 

stand up?” 

that everything in his life comes from 

Hashem, then Hashem infuses the 

attribute of “HISTAPKUS” - 

satisfaction, into him and he becomes 

happy with his lot. Thus, Yaakov 

said, “For G-d has favored me” - 

what I have is from Hashem; not my 

own accomplishments, “and I have 

everything” - I don’t need anymore 

in my life, for I am truly 
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Rav Simcha Bunim of P’shischa 

zt”l  would say: 
        “The attribute of Yosef 

Hatzaddik is ‘Yesod’ which is a 

reference to proper moral conduct. 

Yosef is the standard bearer for 

one who overcomes obstacles that 

threaten to impede his sense of 

moral clarity. Thus, when the 

Torah tells us that on the fateful 

day that the wife of Potiphar made 

her move, Yosef came ‘to do his 

work’ - he was in fact fulfilling his 

purpose on this world. With the 

wife of Potiphar, Yosef now faced 

the greatest challenge he ever 

encountered in this realm, his sense 

of morality was being tested. After 

daily enticements by his master’s 

wife when they were alone in the 

house, here was his chance ‘Laasos 

M’lachto’ - to do his work, the 

work that he was meant to fulfill 

on this earth.” 
 
A Wise Man would say: 
    “The happiest people don’t have 

the best of everything; they make 

the best of everything!” 
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Thoughts on Parshas Vayeishev Based upon the Writings of 
Maran Rav Yaakov Yitzchok HaLevi Ruderman zt”l
Rabbi Moshe boylan

The following article is based upon the 
sefer “Sichos HaLevi”, from Rabbi Reuven 
Askowitz. This sefer contains shmuessen 
from the Rosh Yeshiva zt”l. Brackets are 
additions from the author. 

The Parsha starts with discussing 
the “Sinah” hatred of the brothers to 
Yosef HaTzadik. {The Rosh Yeshiva 
zt”l explains the significance of the fact 
that such Tzadikim like the Shivtei Kah 
were involved in hating their broth-
er and selling him as a slave. The Rosh 
Yeshiva explains that this maaseh was 
part of the Hashgachas Hashem, and was 
Min Hashamayim, in order that Yosef 
HaTzadik should become king and ulti-
mately play a crucial role in the history of 
Klal Yisroel.}

The GR”A zt”l writes that if a person 
lives many years, he should realize that 
he should be happy with all of them and 
remember the many days of darkness 
that will come eventually. What is the 
happiness worth, if tomorrow you will 
cry about what you were laughing about 
today… 

The Rosh Yeshiva explains that in 
truth, the opposite is also correct. If a 
person has tzaros, tribulations, he should 
realize that in a future point he may very 
much be happy about the difficulties he 

is undergoing. {As in retrospect he will 
understand the significance of what he is 
undergoing.} A person must realize that 
even if a particular perat, detail seems to 
be good or bad, he has to realize that it 
should be looked at in an entire context. 
A person has to realize that each and ev-
ery perat, detail is part of the Hashgacha, 
and should be understood as something 
that will ultimately lead to something 
good. We must realize that with regards 
to Hashem there is no bad, and every-
thing is part of Hashem’s Hashgacha 
Peratis (Hashem looks at and guides ev-
ery individual). 

This is the Limud we can learn from 
what Chazal tell us that the reason for 
Vayisneu Oso (Beraishis 37,4) is due to 
the fact that eventually the sea would be 
split in the zechus of Yosef HaTzadik. {As 
Chazal tell us that Hayam Raah Vayanos, 
hints that the sea split and ran away, so to 
speak, in the zechus of Yosef HaTzadik, 
who ran away from Eishes Potifar, and 
thus overcame a great nisayon.}The Rosh 
Yeshiva zt”l explains that it appears to us 
that Mechiras Yosef is not understand-
able. However, we must realize that the 
hatred of the Shevatim and the entire 
Maaseh which led Yosef to be sold down 
to Mitzraim, was part of the Hashgacha. 
This Maaseh ultimately led all of Klal 

Yisroel to go down to Mitzraim and 
then (after 210 years) leave with great 
Nisim and Niflaos, including Krias Yam 
Suf. Thus, what looked like something 
that made no sense, was ultimate-
ly part of the Hashgacha, and 
something that was Gam Zu 
LeTovah. {Similarly, numer-
ous Meforshim explain that 
each and every perat, detail 
of Megilas Esther was be-
hashgacha, in order to lead 
to the ultimate Yeshua of 
Purim.}

The Rosh Yeshiva zt”l 
used to mention a vort from the 
Chasam Sofer zt”l, which is related 
to the above. The Pasuk said “Veraisa 
Es Achorai U’Panay Lo Yairau”. The 
simple peshat is that Moshe Rabbeinu 
will see the back of Hashem (accord-
ing to Rashi, the Kesher of Hashem’s 
Tefilin, Keviyachol), and not the front 
of Hashem. The Chasam Sofer explains 
that when we look at many things done 
by Hashem, it doesn’t make sense to 
us, as we look at it from the front, so to 
speak. However, in retrospect (from the 
back) we can understand that everything 
that took place in the past was part of 
Hashem’s Hashgacha Peratis, and is truly 
Gam Zu Letovah. 

Let us give one example of many. The 
famous Minchas Chinuch was a prolif-
ic writer, who had thousands of pages 
of writings. Tragically, most of what he 

wrote was burned (or some say 
was stolen). He felt terrible and 

spoke to his brother-in-law, 
the Tzanzer Rav zt”l about 
his feelings. The Tzanzer 
Rav asked him if anything 
was saved. The Minchas 
Chinuch said that there were 
a few pages of writings on the 

Parshios, but this was nothing 
compared to all he wrote in 

his other writings. The Tzanzer 
Rav said that if this was what is left 

over, this must be BeHashgacha, and you 
should print this. Ultimately, these “few 
pages of Chiddushim on the Parshios” 
became the Minchas Chinuch, which is 
one of the classical seforim in Lumdus, 
which is accepted by Bnai Torah and 
Talmidei Chachomim all over the world. 

In retrospect, it was Min Hashamayim 
that so many of his Kesavim were burned, 
so that he would come to print this sefer, 
which otherwise he would not have 
printed. Likewise, whatever happens to 
us in life, even if we don’t understand it 
right away (or may never understand it) 
we should say “Gam Zu LeTovah”.}

Chelkas HaLevi: Thoughts on Chashmonaim
Rabbi Moshe boylan 

Some of the sources of this article are 
based upon the sefer “Inside Chanukah”, 
Rabbi Aryeh Pinchas Strickoff. 

We know that the Neis of Chanukah 
was done through the Shelichus of 
the Chashmonaim. {The words of 
Al HaNisim also refer to the fact 
that Matisyahu Ben Yochanan was a 
Chashmonai.} The Ramban even said 
that they are credited for this, and with-
out them, the Torah would be forgotten, 
chas veshalom. {The Ramban explains 
that despite their great zechusim, they 
were ultimately destroyed, due to the 
sin of taking the Melucha, kingdom for 
themselves, instead of giving it over to 
the descendants of Shevet Yehuda.}

What is the significance of the word 
“Chashmonaim”? The Bnai Yissaschar 
writes that the first three letters of 
Chashmonaim (Ches, Shin, Mem) are 
Notrikun for Chodesh, Shabbos and 
Milah. This hints to the three mitzvos 
that the Yevanim decreed against. Thus, 
the Chashmonaim, even in their name, 
hinted to overcoming the evil decrees of 
the Yevanim. 

As an aside, Meforshim say that in 
the very Takanah of Chanukah, there 

is a Remez, hint to these three mitzvos. 
Every Chanukah has Rosh Chodesh in it 
(Rosh Chodesh Taives). Each Chanukah 
has eight days, which hints to Bris Milah. 
{Some say that this answers the Beis 
Yosef ’s Kashya, question. Chazal estab-
lished eight days of Chanukah to remind 
us of the mitzvah of Bris Milah, which 
in on the eight day.} In addition, every 
Chanukah has at least one Shabbos in 
it. Thus, the very Takanah of Chanukah 
shows that we have the zechus of having 
these three mitzvos, as opposed to the in-
tent of the Yevanim to uproot these three 
mitzvos. 

The Bnai Yissaschar also said that 
the first three letters of Chashmonaim 
(Ches, Shin, Mem) spell Chamesh, five. 
This hints to the five Chashmonai broth-
ers. Perhaps we can add that the number 
five hints to the five Chumashim of the 
Torah, as is mentioned in the Hagadah. 
This is significant, as the Yevanim wanted 
to cause us to forget the Torah and the 
Chukim in the Torah (Lehashkicham 
Torasecha U’Lehaaviram Meichukei 
Retzonecha). Thus, the group of people 
who were the Shelichim to overcome 
the Yevanim, had a name hinting to the 
Chamisha Chumshei Torah, as they 
were fighting for the Torah against those 

wanting to uproot learning and obser-
vance of the Torah.

 We can add that “Chashmonaim” also 
has the letter Vav, to hint to the Shisha 
Sidrei Mishnah, which contains the Torah 
She’Ball Peh. {Rav Pinchas M’Koretz zt”l 
said that the 36 Neiros of Chanukah (not 
including the Shamashim) hint to the 36 
Mesechtos of Talmud Bavli, which help 
explain the Torah She’Ball Peh.} The let-
ter Ches in Chashmonaim also hints to 
Torah, as the Torah was given after sev-
en weeks of seven days. Thus, the Torah 
hints to Ches. {Torah is above Teva, na-
ture. Thus it was given after seven times 
seven, hinting that the Torah relates to 
eight, as it is above Teva. This, agav, as an 
aside, was the reason the Yevanim were so 
much opposed to the Torah, as it shlugged 
up, showed the incorrectness of their 
ideology that everything is based upon 
Teva, and there is nothing Lemaalah Min 
HaTeva, above nature.} The letter Nun in 
Chashmonaim also hints to Torah, as the 
Torah was given on the fiftieth day, on 
Shavuos. The Yud of Chashmonaim hints 
to Torah, as the Aseres HaDibros contains 
all the Torah in them (as is Mekubal). 
The Mems in this word hint to Kabalas 
HaTorah, as the Luchos Shenios came 
after forty days. The letter Alef hints that 

the Torah was given from Hashem, Min 
HaShamayim.

We see that Chanukah and the 
Chashmonaim relate to the Chashivus of 
Torah. This is another reason we should 
use these special days to strengthen our-
selves in Limud HaTorah, both Torah 
She’bichsav and Torah She’Ball Peh.

The Chida zt”l and the Bnai Yissaschar 
zt”l say that the word “Chashmonai” 
is a Notrikun for a number of things: 
1. Chodesh, Shabbos, Milah, Veneis 
Neiros, Ashreichem Yisroel. 2. Chodesh, 
Shabbos, Milah, VeNeis Neiros, Osam 
Yekaymu. 3. Chodesh, Shabbos, Milah, 
Nidah, Arusah, Yichud Hashem. {This 
refers to the previously mentioned 
decree against Chodesh, Shabbos and 
Milah, together with decrees against 
accepting Hashem and the infamous 
decree mentioned in the beginning of 
Kesubos.}

4. Chodesh, Shabbos, Milah, Asaru 
Yevanim Veatah Nitaknu. 

In conclusion, the gematria of 
Chasmonaim is equal to Mikdash, with 
the Kollel. In the zechus of learning from 
the Chashmonaim to be moser nefesh for 
Torah and mitzvos, we should soon see 
the rebuilding of the Beis HaMikdash 
speedily. 



131718.692.1144 | thefjj.comDecember 7, 2017

Secret to Success 
A Rav and Psychotherapist Speaks
Rabbi akiva StolpeR lCSW 

It is particularly satisfying when 
events in life achieve success and 
proceed according to plan. On the 
other hand, it is extremely frustrat-
ing when our dreams and plans are 
not realized. According to Maran 
Harav Yitzchak Hutner zt”l these 
predictable human reactions have 
their roots in the way Man was cre-
ated. When the Almighty created 
Man, he declared, “let us make Man” 
(Bereishis 1:26). Since the creation 
of Man was the culmination of a 
planned declaration, our personali-
ties therefore are wired to specifically 
enjoy events when they achieve frui-
tion and go according to plan.

If there was ever an individual 
whose dreams and aspirations were 
totally shattered, it was Yosef Hatzadik. 
Yosef was rejected and hated by his 
brothers. To exacerbate the situation, 
he was mercilessly sold into slavery 
and accused of immoral crimes he 
never committed. One would expect 
Yosef to be depressed, miserable, and 
dysfunctional, yet the Torah testifies 
that he was a highly successful and ac-
complished human being. What was 
the secret to Yosef ’s success?

The Gaon of Vilna points out that 
the Torah reveals Yosef ’s formula to 
success in the following Pasuk, “in 
all of his deeds, Hashem brought 
him success.” (Beraishis 39:3) Yosef 
was a man of action, a dynamic and 
proactive individual. This is consis-
tent with the prophecy of Ovadiah 
which states, “The house of Yaakov 
will be a fire and the house of Yosef 
a flame and the house of Eisav like 
straw.”(Ovadiah 1:18) Yosef was the 
proactive and dynamic flame, which 
projected the fire of Yaakov, assur-
ing the destruction of the straw-like 
house of Eisav. It was the activity of 
Yosef that spared him from depres-
sion and emotional distress, paving 
the way for his enormous success in 
life.

Yosef ’s secret of success is con-
sistent with the psychological in-
tervention called “behavior activa-
tion”, a third generation behavioral 
therapy for treating depression. Its 
basic premise is that when people 
get depressed, they increasingly 
disengage from their routines and 
withdraw from their activities. Over 
time, this avoidance exacerbates 
their depressed mood, as individuals 
lose opportunities to be positively 

reinforced through pleasant actions, 
social activities and experiences of 
accomplishment. “Behavioral activa-
tion” seeks to increase the patient’s 
contact with sources of fulfillment 
and reward, by helping him be more 
active, and in doing so improve his 
joie de vivre i.e. zest for life.

With this in mind, Harav 
Elchonon Waserman Hy”d suggests 
how Yosef was able to perceive the 
true interpretation of the dreams of 
the chief baker and the wine steward. 
The baker dreamed of birds eating 
out of wicker baskets perched on his 
head. The wine steward dreamed that 
he squeezed grapevines into the cup 
of Pharaoh and subsequently placed 
the cup onto Pharaoh’s hand. Yosef 
observed that the baker was passive 
in his dream while the wine steward 
was active. Passivity is associated 
with emotional and physical death, 
while activity is indicative of success 
and life. Josef, therefore, brilliantly 
and clairvoyantly predicted the be-
heading of the chief baker and the 
reinstating of the wine steward.

Not only can our behavior con-
trol our emotions but it also has 
the capacity to alter our beliefs and 
judgment. Tradition has it that Harav 
Aharon Halevi zt”l (13th century 
student of the Rashba) gave his sons 
a special and unique Bar Mitzva 
present. He presented them with 
a halachic and philosophical work 
on all the 613 mitzvos of the Torah. 
Today we refer to this magnum opus 
as the “Sefer HaChinuch.” In many 
ways we have become sons of R’ 
Aharon Halevi, as we have all been 
inspired and touched by his many 
straightforward and incisive com-
ments. One of his famous insights 
is his comment on Mitzvah 16 (the 
prohibition of not breaking bones 
of the Pesach Korban), “One ought 
be cognizant that we are influenced 
by our behavior. Our feelings and 
thoughts are drawn after our deeds 
whether they are for the good or for 
evil. For instance, if an established ra-
sha i.e. evil person, whose designs and 
thoughts are always wicked, alters his 
behavior and begins performing the 
commandments of the Torah, even 
without sincerity, he will immediately 
transform in a positive way and with 
the force of his deeds eradicate the evil 
in his heart, as it is axiomatic that 
our hearts are influenced by our be-
havior. The same is true concerning a 

righteous person, whose thoughts and 
designs are always for the good. If he 
is coerced to compromise his deeds, 
for example, the king forces him to 
be involved in an offensive or hideous 
service, eventually his heart will no 
longer desire good and he will trans-
form into an evil person.”

Eliyahu Hanavi revealed the fol-
lowing in regards to the efficacy of 
our deeds, “I testify before Heaven 
and Earth, whether Jew or Gentile, 
Man or Woman, slave or free man, it 
is commensurate to one’s deeds that 
the Divine Spirit rests upon them. 
(Tanna Devai Eliyahu 9) We have 
demonstrated that our behavior can 
heal our emotional distress, alter 
our thoughts and beliefs, and create 
greatness no matter what our social 
status is in life. How comforting and 
empowering it is to know that the 
key to success lies within our reach 
by training ourselves with good hab-
its and deeds.

The following anecdote told over 
by the Brisker Rav, Harav Velvel 
Soloveitchik zt”l, highlights the sig-
nificance of even the most minor and 
insignificant of actions. The Vilna 
Gaon’s rebbetzin and her best friend 
were dedicated to collecting funds 
for indigent families in Vilna. The 
two friends swore to each other that 
upon the demise of either one, the 
deceased would return in a dream 
and reveal the extent of the Divine 
judgment. The rebbitzen’s friend 
passed away first and returned in a 
dream with the following report:” I 
am not permitted to reveal to you the 
depth of the Divine judgment but since 
we swore to each other, I can tell you 
the following. Remember the time we 
tried to solicit funds from a particular 
woman but she was unfortunately not 
home? As we continued on our way 
you spotted her and raised your hand 
pointing to her across the street. We 
then approached her and succeeded 
in raising money. Be aware, my dear 
friend, that in Heaven we are equally 
inscribed as the solicitors of the mon-
ey. You, however, are individually 
mentioned for that insignificant deed 
of raising your hand and pointing to 
her across the street, setting in motion 
our successful solicitation.” Rav Shach 
zt”l shared that he personally saw 
this story in the town ledger of Vilna.

There is one caveat. Even though 
we have demonstrated that good 
deeds have so many benefits, we 

must be careful to exercise modesty 
in their performance. The second 
Amshinov Rebbe, Rav Menachem 
Kalish zt”l offered the following cre-
ative insight. The pasuk says, “Yosef 
would bring evil reports about them 
to their father.”(Vayeishev 37:2) G-d 
forbid that a Tzadik like Yosef would 
slander his brothers!  Rather, Yosef 
was so exemplary and outstanding 
in his accomplishments that Yaakov 
used him as a golden yardstick to 
judge his brothers. This made the 
brothers look bad in Yaakov’s eyes 
due to the high standard of Yosef ’s 
attainments. Yosef is thus being 
faulted for being too conspicuous 
with his accomplishments and not 
exercising enough modesty.

As Akavya Ben Mehalalel lay 
on his deathbed, his son asked him 
to intercede upon his behalf to the 
Sages. The dying Akavya refused to 
intercede on his son’s behalf but gave 
him the following advice: “It is your 
deeds that will bring you close or your 
deeds that will distance you.”(Eduyos 
5:7) In other words, you do not need 
my involvement with the Sages, rath-
er it is within your hands that they 
draw you near and honor you.

We should all take Akavya Ben 
Mehalalel’s empowerment to heart, 
as it is within our abilities, by means 
of our deeds, to positively affect our 
emotional stability, establish holy 
and righteous attitudes and achieve 
greatness and success in our lives, no 
matter what our social reality is. 

Wishing you and your loved ones 
an action-packed Shabbos!

Rabbi Akiva Stolper is the former 
Rav of Congregation Ohr Chaim 
in Miami Beach and is current-
ly a licensed clinical social work-
er in private practice in Flatbush. 
He may be reached via e-mail at  
rapstolper@aol.com. 
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Partners with Hashem II
EXCERPT FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH BOOK BY DR. MEIR WIKLER

Developing a Plan

Once you have at least a good 
guess as to why your child is hav-
ing di�  culty making and keeping 
friends, you can then move on to 
the next step — developing a plan to 
solve this problem.

Any strategy to remediate your 
child’s lack of friends will fail miser-
ably unless it is developed together 
with your child. You cannot expect 
to simply present your scheme as 
a finished product to your child. 
Rather, you must construct the pro-
gram as you would a model ship or 
car you were building together with 
your child. You would not attempt to 
complete the project all by yourself. 
Neither would you expect your child 
to work on it alone. By working to-
gether, however, you would achieve 
the best results along with the most 
learning and growth on the part of 
your child.

During the course of your deliber-
ations with your child, you could toss 
in a few of the following suggestions.

1. Divide your class (bunk, club, 
etc.) into three groups: those you 
would love to be friends with but do 
not realistically expect them to want 
to be friends with you; those you 
would not want to be friends with 
even if you could; and, those you 
would like to become friends with 
who might also want to be friends 
with you. � en concentrate your ef-
forts only on two or three members 
of the third group.

2. Initiate conversation with a 
potential friend about a subject that 
would interest him. For example, 
“How was your weekend?” “Who is 
your favorite teacher?” “What is your 
best sport (game, subject, etc.)?”

3. Invite someone to join you in 
a game, for a walk, for a bike ride, 
for supper or for the weekend. Or, 
just o� er to do homework together. 
Everyone is � attered by an invitation. 
Even if it is not convenient for him 
to accept now, he will still remember 
in the future that you reached out to 
him.

4. Share something 
to eat. O� er some of 
your snack. Or, sug-
gest that you both go 
out for a soda or pizza 
together. Sharing food 
is a great way to fur-
ther any relationship.

5. Send an e-mail 
or text message. Or, 
make an old fashioned 
phone call. It does not 
matter so much what 
you say that counts. 
What will be remem-
bered and appreciated 
is that you took the 
time and made the ef-
fort to contact him.

6. In order to 
achieve the long 
term goal of making 
friends, try to make the short term 
concession of deferring to others 
and accommodating their wishes. 
� e importance of this suggestion is 
best illustrated by the following case 
history.

The Case of Esther
Esther’s parents were in full cri-

sis mode. � ey both felt desperate 
as they described their daughter’s 
problem.

Esther had had a falling out with 
her closest friends. For the next four 
weeks she went out of the house only 
to attend her tenth grade classes. 
Every evening, and especially on 
weekends, Esther moped, cried and 
angrily complained that she had no 
friends. Her parents could no longer 
tolerate Esther’s histrionics so asked 
me to meet with her.

During the � rst session, Esther 
cried bitterly, as she vented her feel-
ings of self pity and hopelessness. In 
the second session, she described 
the composition of her class and 
explained why it was unrealistic for 
her to expect to have any friends in 
school. At the third session, she be-
gan to give me some of the history 
of her relationships with her former 
friends. At that point, it became clear 
to me how self absorbed she had 
been within her social circle.

Initially, I could only sympathize 
with Esther because that was all she 
could tolerate hearing. Gradually, 
I began to problem solve with her 

about how she could repair the ri� . 
At � rst, Esther insisted that she no 
longer wanted to be their friends. 
Eventually, however, Esther consent-
ed to making reconciliation a short 
term goal of our work together.

We started by looking at some of 
Esther’s comments and actions from 
her friends’ point of view. Esther ad-
mitted that “occasionally” she had 
been sel� sh and demanding. Finally, 
Esther agreed to try my “experiment.”

For the sake of reconcilia-
tion, Esther would apologize for a 
hurtful comment she had made. 
Furthermore, she would consent 
to join her former circle of friends 
wherever they went and without 
any complaints for a one week trial 
period.

At the beginning of our next ses-
sion, Esther’s broad smile and cheer-
ful greeting told me all I needed to 
know. Yes, Esther had succeeded 
beyond her wildest dreams. She had 
become reinstated with her former 
circle of friends and was now so busy 
with them that she was pressed for 
time.

Surely, not every lonely child can 
succeed as quickly as Esther did. And 
repairing damaged friendships is 
sometimes easier than building new 
ones. But every friendless child can 
make some progress, with proper pa-
rental support and encouragement, 
toward making solid friendships that 
last.
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Days like in no other era in history, 
even more than the Dor HaMabul, 
the Generation of the Great Flood. 
� e shockingly steep decline in im-
moral behavior and the elimination 
of any sort of personal decency in 
our times is a clear indication that 
the End of Days cannot be far o� . 
A Jew must toil mightily to � ght o�  
the terrible spiritual pollution that 
has engulfed mankind in recent 
decades.

Nevertheless, this battle takes 
its toll, and those who live at this 
time cannot help but be a� ected to 
a certain degree from the unlimited 
exposure to the tumah of the time. 
� us, the navi says that there will 
be three distinct levels of nevuah 
in the End of Days. � ose who are 
young children at that time and 
have had minimal exposure to the 
tumah around them will experience 
the highest, most sublime level of 
prophecy. � ose who have already 
lived a portion of their lives in the 
period before the End of Days, and 

have been a� ected by the impuri-
ty and sinfulness all around them, 
will experience a reduced level of 
prophecy, the level of visions. � e 
elderly, who lived most of their 
lives in this pre-Messianic era of 
corruption and wickedness, will 
experience an even-lower level of 
prophecy called dreams.

Rav Pam commented on this 
explanation of the Malbim that it is 
clear that we are in the � nal stages 
before the age of Mashiach. � ose 
who are born now or are very young 
children have the enormous poten-
tial for being the prime recipients 
of this Heavenly � ow of spirituality. 
It is they who are the future hope 
of Klal Yisrael to shteig (grow spir-
itually) to the greatest heights of 
kedushah and taharah (purity). We 
must do whatever we can to make 
it possible for every Jewish child to 
develop this potential and learn as 
much Torah as he can. Only then 
can we await the great day of the 
coming of Mashiach, speedily and 
in our days.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Rav Pam                    

HISTORY   W       RLD
MARK ANDREWS/  
TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY

Dec. 7: On this date in 1787, Delaware became the � rst state to 
ratify the U.S. Constitution. 

In 1941, Japanese forces attacked American and British territories 
and possessions in the Paci� c, including the home base of the U.S. 
Paci� c Fleet at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

Dec. 8: On this date in 1941, the United States entered World War 
II as Congress declared war against Japan, a day a� er the attack on 
Pearl Harbor. 

Dec. 9: On this date in 1940, British troops opened their � rst ma-
jor o� ensive in North Africa during World War II. 

Dec. 10: On this date In 1958, a Boeing 707 jetliner made its � rst 
domestic trip on a National Airlines � ight from New York to Miami.

Dec. 11: On this date in 1792, France’s King Louis XVI went be-
fore the Convention to face charges of treason. Louis was convicted 
then executed the following month. 

In 1961, a U.S. aircra�  carrier carrying Army helicopters arrived 
in Saigon - the � rst direct American military support for South 
Vietnam’s battle against communist guerrillas.

Dec. 12: On this date in 1792, Ludwig van Beethoven, 22, received 
his � rst lesson in music composition from Franz Joseph Haydn in 
Vienna. 

In 1988, PLO leader Yasser Arafat accepted Israel’s right to exist.
Dec. 13: On this date in 1769, Dartmouth College in New 

Hampshire, one of the eight Ivy League schools, received its charter. 
In 2003, former Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein was captured by 

U.S. troops.

USS Arizona during the Pearl Harbor attack.

Journalists stand beside the spider hole in which Saddam Hussein 
was hiding when he was captured.

halachos & hanhagos from

Maran Rav Chaim Kanievsky shlita

RABBI MOSHE BOYLAN 

� e following are questions and answers (relating to the halachos of 
a siyum) are based upon the Sefer “Yuma Tova Lerabanan” from Rav 
Moshe Dinin Shlita and Rav Chaim Binyamin Goldberg Shlita. � e 
section of Teshuvos from Maran Rav Chaim Kanievsky Shlita starts on 
Page 119. Brackets are additions from the author. Rav Chaim said that 
the teshuvos are not meant to be relied upon lemaaseh, but rather to 
look into the halacha or to ask someone who is � tting to pasken, decide 
halacha. {Q means question and A means answer.}

Q: On a taanis, fast of Chaf Sivan or Erev Shabbos Chukas, if one 
usually fasts, is he allowed to eat if there is a siyum mesechta? 

A: On any taanis that is not obligatory, one can eat if he makes or 
attends a siyum mesechta. If the fast is obligatory (he accepted it as a 
neder) then he has to be matir neder with three people before eating matir neder with three people before eating matir neder
at the siyum mesechta. 

Q: If one made a neder to fast, can he be neder to fast, can he be neder matir neder to enable him matir neder to enable him matir neder
to eat at a siyum mesechta? 

A: He can matir neder using a matir neder using a matir neder pesach (an opening) that had he 
known that there would be a siyum mesechta he would not have ac-
cepted the neder on himself. 

Q: Is a Bechor on Erev Pesach allowed to hear the Siyum using 
the telephone?

A: I don’t know. {Rav Shlomo Zalmin Auerbach zt”l held that zt”l held that zt”l
Bishas Hadechak he can hear the siyum mesechta through a tele-
phone and thereby eat.}

Q: On Motzai Tisha B’Av is it bedieved allowed to hurry to learn bedieved allowed to hurry to learn bedieved
the mesechta quicker than usual or � nish the mesechta somewhat 
beforehand and wait until Motzai Tisha B’Av, so that one can make 
the siyum mesechta at this time and eat meat? 

A: � is can be permitted.
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And the Photos They Keep on Coming!!
Really now, I am rather pleased 

with the response to my earnest and 
sincere call for creative photography. 
It seems that I am receiving creative 
work on a weekly basis, many imag-
es from readers who are new to these 
pages. Case in point are the photos 
submitted by Joy Rosenwasser, soon 
to become a frequent contributor, I 
hope, here is what she sent.

Dear Mr. Akselrud,
Enclosed are two shots of a tree in 

front of my home (this season, but 
last year... it is happening the same 
way again now).

I thought it was amazing how Ha-
shem had this tree shed its leaves.  It 
recalled telling a child to think about 
what the leaves would 
be saying ...I want to 
go � rst ...or why did I 
have to go � rst....How 
come he got to....when 
it is just the right time 
for us, Ha-shem will 
direct us as where we 
must go!

P.S. I saw your ad 
on another page...that 
the opportunity only 
comes once (You only 
get one shot at 
it). I liked the 
photo....I enjoy 
good photogra-
phy at weddings. 
I always try to 
help the photog-
raphers to get 
their best shots 
as a mitzvah to 

make the chosson and kallah happy!  
I remind the kallah to smile...I wipe 
the sweat o�  her face a� er the � rst 
dance, so she doesn’t look too shiny! 
And I swing her chair to face the 
photographer who is on the ladder, 
so he doesn’t have to move to get the 
shots of people dancing in front of 
her!

Bye from Joy R

Dear Joy, 
� anks for the e� ort you expend-

ed in submitting both the photos 
along with the lesson for life. If you 
may permit me to o� er a comment 
on the photos, not the thought, the 
essence of the tree and the fall foli-
age appear to be somewhat lost by 

the distracting hous-
es in the background, 
and perhaps the lack 
of color and contrast. 
Please accept this as 
a constructive criti-
cism, hopefully this 
will not discourage 
you from submitting 
future photos. 

I also appreciate 
the e� ort you expend 
at a wedding insuring 

that the kallah
looks her best; 
thanks for the 
assistance. Your 
swinging the 
chair around is 
something my as-
sistants would do; 
excellent work on 
your part. 

Aaron Akselrud is the owner of Akselrud Studio 718.338.6536 aakselrud@msn.com

Flatbush  Focus
PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS BY AARON AKSELRUD
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FJJ Flatbush Maariv Directory
7:45 PM
Agudas Yisroel of MIdwood 817 AVENUE H

Khal Beis Avrohom 1524 E. 17TH ST

8:00 PM
Agudas Yisroel of Madison 2122 AVE S

Ahavas Shalom   864 E 26TH ST

Bais Moshe Shmiel   1782 E 28TH ST

Bet Yosef 2108 OCEAN PARKWAY

Congregation Chizuk Hadas 1421 AVE O

Khal Bnei Shlomo Zalman 1093 EAST 21 ST

Merkaz Hatefi lah 1898 BAY AVENUE (M&18)

Merkaz Yisroel of Marine Park  3311 AVE S

Sephardic Congregaton  2831 NOSTRAND AVE

8:15 PM
Adas Yishurin Bais Moshe 3418 AVE N

Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin 2913 AVE L

Bnei Binyomin 727 AVEN O

Knesses Bais Avigdor 1720 AVE J

Sharei Eliezer 1882 NEW YORK AVE 

8:30 PM
Avenue N Jewish Center 321 AVE N

Congregation Tenke 1643 E. 21ST ST

Chabad of Marine Park 3040 NOSTRAND AVE.

Cong. Bnei Avrum 197 WEBSTER AVE.

Khal Keser Yisroel Mordechai 2016 AVENUE L

Shaarei Halacha 3417 AVE L

8:45 PM
Beis Medrash D'Bertch 3302 AVE P

Beth Mordechai 1358 EAST 13TH ST

Cong. Bnei Avrum 197 WEBSTER AVE

Cong. Kehal Imrei Shaul D'Modzitz 
 1542 CONEY ISLAND AVE

Lazewniks 1500 E. 9TH ST

Marpeh L'Nefesh 3017 BEDFORD AVE

9:00 PM
Agudath Israel of Flatbush 1302 OOCEAN PKWY

Agudas Yisroel of Madison 2122 AVE S

Bais Eluzer Dfaltishan  1516 E 24TH ST

Bais HaMedrash Hagadol of East Flatbush 
 3120 BEDFORD AVE

Bais Moshe Shmiel    1782 E 28TH ST

Beis Avrohom 1524 E 17TH ST

Bnei Israel 3190 BEDFORD AVE

Bnei Yitzchok  1143 E 19TH ST

Chasidei Gur 1409 OCEAN PARKWAY

Congregation Sfard 1575 CONEY ISLAND AVE

Congregation Shaaray Zion 1659 E 13TH ST

Congregation Sheves Achim 1517 AVE H

Ginzei Yosef AVE R BET. 12TH & 13TH ST

Khal Beis Avrohom 1524 E. 17TH ST

Khal Bais Ephraim 2802 AVE J

Khal Bnei Shlomo Zalman 2002 AVE J

Khal Kinyan Torah 1570 CONEY ISLAND AVE

Khal Toras Chaim D'Flatbush 2201 AVE L

Mapeh L'nefesh    3017 BEDFORD AVE

Mayan Yisroel   3315 AVE N 

Nachlas Yehoshua 1655 E. 24TH ST

Sasregen  1279 E 24TH ST

Sharei Eliezer 1882 NEW YORK AVE

9:15 PM
Bnei Torah Bais Naftoli 3514 FLATLANDS AVE

Bnei Torah of Marine Park 3523 AVENUE S

Bostoner Beis Medrash 2822 AVENUE J

Congregation Bais Aryeh 1069 EAST 4TH STREET

Congregation Ahavas Dovid 924 EAST 10TH

Congregation Keren Orah 812 DITMAS AVE

Congregation Nachlas Tzvi 2201 EAST 23RD

Congregation Tiferes Tzvi 1307 E. 8TH ST

Ginzei Yosef AVE R BET. 12TH & 13TH ST

Kolel Zichron Shmiel Chenskowitz 1167 E. 13 ST

Monastristch 2702 AVE M

Narol Beis Hamedrash 2409 AVE U

Rabbi Lezevnik's Shul 1500 E 9TH STREET

Tehilah L'Dovid 1950 E 21 STREET

Young Israel of Midwood 1694 OCEAN AVE

Yeshiva of Brooklyn 1200 OCEAN PKWY

9:20 PM
Kehilas Moreshes Yaakov 1757 OCEAN AVE

9:30 PM
Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin 2913 AVE L

Agudas Yisrael Snif Zichron Shmuel 2141 CONEY IS.

Bais Avrohom Dkrula Spinka 1177 E. 18TH ST

Bais Hamedrash of Flatbush 1485 E. 29TH ST

Beis Avrohom 1524 E 17TH ST

Bais Medrash Ateres Shloima 2905 AVE K

Beis Medrash Beis Y'shaya AVE I & E. 22ND ST

Beis Medrash Bais Halevi 671 EAST 7TH ST

Beis Menachem Mendel D'Flatbush 1703 AVE J

Chasidei Gur of Midwood 1937 OCEAN AVE.

Horodenke 3011 AVE. K

Kehillah of Marine Park 3605 QUENTIN RD

Khal Ohr Gedalyahu 1554 CONEY ISLAND AVE

Khal Shalheves Kodesh 2920 AVE J

Khal Talmidei Hayeshivos 1609 AVENUE M

Khal Zichron Avrohom Yaakov 3203 BEDFORD

Kollel Bnei Torah 1323 E. 32ND ST

Kollel Bnei Yeshivos 2402 AVE P

Yeshiva Gedola Ohr Yisrael 2899 NOSTRAND

Yeshiva Kol Yaakov 1197 E.17 ST

9:40 PM
Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin 2913 AVE L

9:45 PM
Agudas Yisroel of Madison 2122 AVE S

Bais Eluzer Dfaltishan  1516 E 24TH ST

Bais Hamedrash Kol Torah 2016 AVE M

Cong Bais Yisroel of Kensington 693 EAST 7TH

Congregation Bet Yaakob 1801 OCEAN PKWY

Khal Zichron Mordechai 2645 NOSTRAND AVE

Kol Torah  2022 AVENUE M

Marei Yechezkel of Flatbush 1016 E. 15TH ST

9:50 PM
Kollel Makarov 3118 QUENTIN RD

9:55 PM
Avenue O Synagogue 808 AVENUE O

10:00 PM
Agudas Yisroel of Madison 2122 AVE S

Ahi Ezer    1885 OCEAN PARKWAY

Beis Medrash Chasdei Chaim 1575 CONEY ISLAND

Beis Medrash D'Bertch 3302 AVE P

Bais Medrash Torah U'Tefi lah 3304 BEDFORD

Bet Yosef 2108 OCEAN PKWY

Bnei Binyamin 727 AVENUE O

Beth Mordechai 1358 EAST 13TH ST

Cong. Kehal Imrei Shaul D'Modzitz 
 1542 CONEY ISLAND AVE

Congregation Keter Torah  2220 AVENUE L

Khal Bais Eluzer D'Faltishan 1516 E. 24TH ST

Khal Bnei Shlomo Zalman 1093 EAST 21ST

Khal Toras Chaim D'Flatbush 2201 AVE L

Kollel Bnei Yeshivos 2402 AVE P

Kollel Hashechunah 1228 EAST 34 ST

Knesses Bais Avigdor 1720 AVE J

Lakewood Minyan 1495 CONEY ISLAND

Midrash Moshe Ben Maimon 59 GRAVESEND NECK RD.

Nachlas Yitzchok Soblov 3418 AVE L

Ohr Eliyahu 702 AVENUE O - SIDE DOOR

Sharei Eliezer 1882 NEW YORK AVE

Tomchei Torah 1966 OCEAN AVE

Young Israel of Avenue J 1721 AVE J

Young Isreal of Flatbush 1012 AVE I

10:05 PM
Zichron Alter 1486 OCEAN PARKWAY

10:10 PM
Khal Zichron Aryeh Leib 2915 AVE J

10:15 PM
Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin 2913 AVE L

Congregation Bnei Binyamin 3190 BEDFORD AVE

Khal Bais Ephraim 2802 AVE J

10:30 PM
Beis Medrash Chasdei Chaim 1575 CONEY ISLAND

Bostoner Beis Medrash 2822 AVE J

11:00 PM
Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin 2913 AVE L

Bostoner Beis Medrash 2822 AVE J

Bnai Yosef:    1616 OCEAN PARKWAY    Every 30 minutes from Shkiah untill 11 pm

Khal Veretzky/Rabbi Laundau's:    AVE L/E. 9    Every 15 minutes throughout evening

ADVERTISE IN NEXT WEEK'S FJJ

SUPPLEMENT

718.692.1144  / ADSTHEFJJ.COM

 

October 18, 25 9 pm
November 1 8:30 pm
November 8, 15, 22, 29 7:30 pm
December 6, 13, 20, 27 7:30 pm
January 3 10, 17, 24, 31 7:30 pm
February 7, 14, 21, 28 8:00 pm
March 7 8:30 pm
March 14, 21, 28 9:30 pm
April 5, 18, 25 10:15 pm
May 2, 9, 16 10:30 pm

AHI EZER CONG. 
(CORNER OCEAN PARKWAY AND AVE S)

NAVI SHIUR SCHEDULE

M O T Z E I  S H A B B O S 
N AV I  S H I U R 

   BY 

Rabbi Yisroel 
   Reisman
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 א"תשס אב מנחם ח"כ’ נפ - ל"זצ פאם הכהן מאיר הרב בן יעקב אברהם הרב הגאון ורבי רימו נ"לז
 לז"נ ר' בנימין בן הרב ר' מרדכי ז"ל שור

 תשס"ח ’כ"ג אדר א ’נפ -בנימין ע"ה  ’לז"נ מרת עטא שרה בת ר
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
חביב בת מלכה סולטנה לרפו"שאביבה שושנה  חי' מלכה אסתר בת צפורה לרפו"ש גיטל בת שושנה רחל לרפו"ש   
Parshas Bereishis מאיר בן הינדל לרפו"ש שמעון חביב בן מזל טוב לרפו"ש אשר בן קיילא לרפו"ש  
© copyright 2017 חיים בן סימא לרפו"ש דוד בן שרה חנה לרפו"ש יוסף בן מלכה מעטל לרפו"ש 
by Rabbi Matis Blum   אשר זעליג בן מינקא לרפו"ש 
 
 

באפיו נשמת חיים" )ב:ז( פירש"י: מן העליונים ומן  "ויפח
 התחתונים בראו

 “And He breathed into his nostrils a living soul.” 
 Rashi explains: He created him partially with the 
attributes of the celestial beings, and partially with the 
qualities of earthly beings. 
 Hagaon Reb Yisroel Salanter, Z'T'L', noted that in 
regard to one's own needs and desires a person should 
liken himself to the heavenly creatures, and abstain as 
much as possible from worldly pleasures. However, when 
dealing with others one must consider himself mortal so 
that he can understand the needs of his neighbor, feel his 
pain, and sympathize with his troubles. 
 Reb Yisroel would say: Your friend's Gashmius 
(physical needs) is your Ruchniyus (spiritual obligation to 
perform). 
 It was this blend of Elyonim and Tachtonim which 
Hashem intended when He created man. 
 

 "ויפל ה' אלקים תרדמה על האדם" )ב:כא(
 “And Hashem caused Adam to fall into a deep 
slumber.” 
 Hagaon Reb Lazer Gordon, Z'T'L', Rosh Yeshiva of 
Telz observed: From the expression "ויפל" we can deduce 
that sleep is a מפלה, a downfall for a person, for while he 
sleeps he misses an important part of his life. Therefore, 
one should sleep only as much as his health dictates, but 
should never squander valuable hours of his life sleeping 
for pure enjoyment. 
 
"זה ינחמנו ממעשינו ומעצבון ידינו מן האדמה אשר אררה ה'" 

 )ה:כט(
 “This one [Noach] shall comfort us from our work 
and the sorrow of our hands from the land that Hashem 
cursed.” 
 Rashi explains that until the time of Noach the people 
had no plowing implements. Noach invented the plow. 
 The Tosafos Hashaleim note that before Noach 
invented the plow, the people tilled the soil with their bare 
hands which caused them great pain, and they wept. 

When Noach invented tilling implements the people were 
so overjoyed that they would sing while they plowed. And 
until today, write the Tosafos, those who plow the land 
sing more than any other workers in the fields. 
 It could be that it is for this reason that the word Zeh 
in this Posuk has two Ta'amei Hakeriya (cantillation 
notes) on it - to denote the extra singing that Noach 
brought into this world. 
 

HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS 
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L’Ma’aseh) 

 The Chovos Halevavos (Sha'ar Cheshbon Hanefesh 
3:23) writes that one should be inspired by all of the 
works of Hashem, and not just those things that he is not 
accustomed to see, such as solar and lunar eclipses, 
lightning and thunder and the like. 
 Does one recite a Bracha on a solar eclipse?  עושה)
(מעשה בראשית  

 The Sefer, Orchos Rabbeinu (I, p. 95) writes that the 
Steipler Gaon, Z'T'L', ruled that no Bracha is recited. In 
the Sefer, Hanhagos HaChazon Ish, Hagaon Rav Chaim 
Kanievsky, Shlita explains that no Bracha was established 
on it since it is not a Siman Tov. (Some point out that we 
do find Brachos that are recited on tragic things - see 
Sefer Sha'ar Ha'ayin 7, note 13). 
However, when asked this question, Hagaon Rav Shmuel 
Wozner, Z'T'L', responded that it requires further thought 
 .(צריך להתיישב בדבר)
 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
1) For which incident mentioned in this week's Sidra 

does the Se'ir La'azazel come to atone? 
2) What was the height of the Tree of Life? 
3) How many Chupos did Hashem make for Adam 

when he married Chava? 
4) When Adam was banished from Gan Eiden, where 

did he dwell? 
5) When did the world's population increase by 350% in 

one day due to births? 
6) In addition to Adam and Chava, who else ate from 

 * 4*  חתשע" בראשית פ' -ורה לדעת ת

פרשת וישב
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 לז"נ ר' בנימין בן הרב ר' מרדכי ז"ל שור
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 "וישנאו אותו ולא יכלו דברו לשלום" )לז:ד(
 “And they hated him, and they could not talk to him 
in peace.” 
 Hagaon Reb Yehonoson Eibeschitz, Z’T’L’, notes that 
if they would not have cut the lines of communication and 
would have sat down to discuss their grievances they 
might have been able to reach an amicable accord. Most 
disagreements can be resolved as long as both sides are 
willing to talk to each other. Once the dialogue ceases - 
 .then the situation is beyond hope - "ולא יכלו דברו לשלום"
 

 "ויאמר האיש נסעו מזה" )לז:יז( אחז"ל: ממדתו של מקום
 “And the man said [to Yosef], ‘They [your brothers] 
have travelled from this’...” Chazal note: They have 
abandoned the quality of Hashem. 
 Which characteristic of Hashem is referred to here? 
 The Chanukas Hatorah says that, according to the 
Midrash, the brothers decided to kill Yoseif because they 
saw through Ruach Hakodesh that Yaravom ben Nevat 
[the most wicked king of Yisroel] would be descended 
from him, and they wished to prevent him from coming 
into existence. 
 This, however, is not the characteristic of Hashem. 
Hashem judges a person according to his present merits - 

(בראשית כא:יז)"באשר הוא שם"   - and does not take into 
consideration the sins which he or his offspring will 
perpetrate in the future. 
 

 "ויקומו כל בניו וכל בנותיו לנחמו" )לז:לה(
 “And all of his sons and daughters stood to comfort 
him ...” 
 The Ohr Hachaim notes that the Torah does not 
explain how Yaakov’s children attempted to comfort him. 
 It is possible to explain this according to the Shach in 
Hilchos Aveilus (Yoreh Deah 387:1) that both the 
mourner and the comforters should sit on the ground at 
the time that they are comforting him [unless the mourner 
tells them to sit on chairs]. 
 It could be that Yaakov’s children wanted to give him 
hope that Yoseif was still alive and that the laws of 
mourning did not apply to him, by not following the strict 

laws of Aveilus and not sitting down while comforting 
him. According to this we can explain the Posuk 
D’derech Drush: “and all of his sons and all of his 
daughters stood up” and did not sit on the ground with 
him. The purpose of this was “to comfort him” by not 
treating him as a true Aveil. 
 

HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS 
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L’Ma’aseh) 

 The Rishonim and Acharonim discuss why we do not 
observe a ninth day of Chanuka in Chutz La'aretz because 
of S'feika D'yoma. 
 The Abudraham, quoting the Ba'al Ha'itim, writes 
that since Chanuka is D'Rabbonon, and we know the 
calculations of the Molados, the Rabbonon did not add an 
extra day for S'feika D'yoma. 
 The Pri Chodosh (O.C. 670) offers two more reasons: 
1) To allude to the fact that the Yevonim wanted to 
abolish the Mitzva of Milah that is performed on the 
eighth day. 2) So that the duration of the miracle of the 
jug of oil should be known. 
 The Minchas Chinuch (301:6,9) is of the opinion that 
in the times that the months were sanctified based on the 
testimony of witnesses, Chanuka was indeed observed for 
nine days in Chutz La'aretz. 
 An expanded discussion of this topic is found in the 
Halacha Inyan of this issue. 
 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
1) What was the name of Potifar’s wife? 
2) Which three men in Tanach are praised for 

overcoming the temptation to commit a sin with a 
woman? 

3) Why didn’t Yaakov marry another woman to have 
another child to take the place of Yoseif after he 
feared that he had been killed? 

4) What happened to the items which Yehuda gave 
Tamar as a security [Eiravone]? 

5) When did Moshe pray for the welfare of the 
Chashmona’im? 

6) In which two Batei Midrash did Yoseif study? 

 * 4*  חתשע" וישבפ'  -תורה לדעת 

7) Who was the first person that we know of to use a 
ring for Kiddushin? 

8) Who brought the Kesonas Pasim to show Yaakov that 
Yoseif had been killed? 

9) Why does the word )וימאן" )לט:ח" have the 
cantillation, Shalsheles on it? 

10) Whose image appeared to Yoseif to dissuade him 
from sinning with the wife of Potifar? 

11) The Posuk says that Yaakov "guarded the matter" 
(37:11) concerning Yoseif's dreams. How did he do 
so? 

12) How many dreams did Yoseif have concerning his 
future relationship with his family? 

13) How did Yaakov manifest his mourning over Yoseif 
during the 22 years of their separation? 

14) Over how long a period of time did the wife of 
Potifar attempt to convince Yoseif to sin with him? 

15) When did the incident of Yoseif and the wife of 
Potifar take place? 

 
ANSWERS 

1) Potifar’s wife’s name was Zelicha (Sefer Hayashar, 
Parshas Vayeisheiv). 

2) The three men in Tanach who are praised for not 
sinning with a woman are: Yoseif, Boaz and Palti ben 
Layish (see Sanhedrin 20a). 

3) Yaakov did not take another wife to have another son 
to take the place of Yoseif because he had sworn to 
Lovon that he would not take another wife (see 
Yalkut Shimoni 143). 

4) Tamar lost the items that Yehuda had given her as a 
security, but Hashem performed a miracle and made 
other items appear that looked like the lost ones 
(Bereishis Rabba 85:7). 

5) In the Bracha that Moshe gave to the tribe of Leivi 
before he died, he prayed for the success of the 
Chashmona’im (Rashi, Devorim 33:11). 

6) First - in Yitzchok’s [for nine years] and then - in 

Yaakov’s (Yelamdeini, cited in Torah Sheleima 37, 
#42; Seder Olam). 

7) Yehuda (Da’as Zekeinim 38:17). 
8) Yehuda (Bereishis Rabba 84). 
9) To indicate that he refused many times to sin with her 

(Midrash Lekach Tov). 
10) According to the Bavli (Sota 36) - his father. 

According to the Yerushalmi (Horayos 2:5) - his 
mother Rochel. 

11) He took a quill and wrote down the day, the hour and 
the location in which Yoseif's dreams took place 
(Bereishis Rabba 64:12). The Tosafos Hashaleim 
notes that the letters of  "שמר" are the same as "רשם" 
["wrote down"]. 

12) The Chizkuni (37:5) and the Hadar Zekeinim (37:8) 
write that Yoseif had three dreams, but the first one is 
not written down. The Eimek Nakei from the 
Bartenura (37:5) writes that the first dream which is 
mentioned in Rashi in Parshas Vayechi was: ten 
candles cannot extinguish one candle. 

13) He didn't sit or lie on a bed - only on the ground 
(Tanchuma, Vayigash 4). 

14) Over the course of twelve months (Tanchuma, 
Vayigash 8). 

15) Either on an Egyptian holiday (Sota 36b, Bereishis 
Rabba 87), or on Shabbos (Yalkut Shimoni). 
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7) Who was the first person that we know of to use a 
ring for Kiddushin? 

8) Who brought the Kesonas Pasim to show Yaakov that 
Yoseif had been killed? 

9) Why does the word )וימאן" )לט:ח" have the 
cantillation, Shalsheles on it? 

10) Whose image appeared to Yoseif to dissuade him 
from sinning with the wife of Potifar? 

11) The Posuk says that Yaakov "guarded the matter" 
(37:11) concerning Yoseif's dreams. How did he do 
so? 

12) How many dreams did Yoseif have concerning his 
future relationship with his family? 

13) How did Yaakov manifest his mourning over Yoseif 
during the 22 years of their separation? 

14) Over how long a period of time did the wife of 
Potifar attempt to convince Yoseif to sin with him? 

15) When did the incident of Yoseif and the wife of 
Potifar take place? 

 
ANSWERS 

1) Potifar’s wife’s name was Zelicha (Sefer Hayashar, 
Parshas Vayeisheiv). 

2) The three men in Tanach who are praised for not 
sinning with a woman are: Yoseif, Boaz and Palti ben 
Layish (see Sanhedrin 20a). 

3) Yaakov did not take another wife to have another son 
to take the place of Yoseif because he had sworn to 
Lovon that he would not take another wife (see 
Yalkut Shimoni 143). 

4) Tamar lost the items that Yehuda had given her as a 
security, but Hashem performed a miracle and made 
other items appear that looked like the lost ones 
(Bereishis Rabba 85:7). 

5) In the Bracha that Moshe gave to the tribe of Leivi 
before he died, he prayed for the success of the 
Chashmona’im (Rashi, Devorim 33:11). 

6) First - in Yitzchok’s [for nine years] and then - in 

Yaakov’s (Yelamdeini, cited in Torah Sheleima 37, 
#42; Seder Olam). 

7) Yehuda (Da’as Zekeinim 38:17). 
8) Yehuda (Bereishis Rabba 84). 
9) To indicate that he refused many times to sin with her 

(Midrash Lekach Tov). 
10) According to the Bavli (Sota 36) - his father. 

According to the Yerushalmi (Horayos 2:5) - his 
mother Rochel. 
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 "וישנאו אותו ולא יכלו דברו לשלום" )לז:ד(
 “And they hated him, and they could not talk to him 
in peace.” 
 Hagaon Reb Yehonoson Eibeschitz, Z’T’L’, notes that 
if they would not have cut the lines of communication and 
would have sat down to discuss their grievances they 
might have been able to reach an amicable accord. Most 
disagreements can be resolved as long as both sides are 
willing to talk to each other. Once the dialogue ceases - 
 .then the situation is beyond hope - "ולא יכלו דברו לשלום"
 

 "ויאמר האיש נסעו מזה" )לז:יז( אחז"ל: ממדתו של מקום
 “And the man said [to Yosef], ‘They [your brothers] 
have travelled from this’...” Chazal note: They have 
abandoned the quality of Hashem. 
 Which characteristic of Hashem is referred to here? 
 The Chanukas Hatorah says that, according to the 
Midrash, the brothers decided to kill Yoseif because they 
saw through Ruach Hakodesh that Yaravom ben Nevat 
[the most wicked king of Yisroel] would be descended 
from him, and they wished to prevent him from coming 
into existence. 
 This, however, is not the characteristic of Hashem. 
Hashem judges a person according to his present merits - 

(בראשית כא:יז)"באשר הוא שם"   - and does not take into 
consideration the sins which he or his offspring will 
perpetrate in the future. 
 

 "ויקומו כל בניו וכל בנותיו לנחמו" )לז:לה(
 “And all of his sons and daughters stood to comfort 
him ...” 
 The Ohr Hachaim notes that the Torah does not 
explain how Yaakov’s children attempted to comfort him. 
 It is possible to explain this according to the Shach in 
Hilchos Aveilus (Yoreh Deah 387:1) that both the 
mourner and the comforters should sit on the ground at 
the time that they are comforting him [unless the mourner 
tells them to sit on chairs]. 
 It could be that Yaakov’s children wanted to give him 
hope that Yoseif was still alive and that the laws of 
mourning did not apply to him, by not following the strict 

laws of Aveilus and not sitting down while comforting 
him. According to this we can explain the Posuk 
D’derech Drush: “and all of his sons and all of his 
daughters stood up” and did not sit on the ground with 
him. The purpose of this was “to comfort him” by not 
treating him as a true Aveil. 
 

HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS 
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L’Ma’aseh) 

 The Rishonim and Acharonim discuss why we do not 
observe a ninth day of Chanuka in Chutz La'aretz because 
of S'feika D'yoma. 
 The Abudraham, quoting the Ba'al Ha'itim, writes 
that since Chanuka is D'Rabbonon, and we know the 
calculations of the Molados, the Rabbonon did not add an 
extra day for S'feika D'yoma. 
 The Pri Chodosh (O.C. 670) offers two more reasons: 
1) To allude to the fact that the Yevonim wanted to 
abolish the Mitzva of Milah that is performed on the 
eighth day. 2) So that the duration of the miracle of the 
jug of oil should be known. 
 The Minchas Chinuch (301:6,9) is of the opinion that 
in the times that the months were sanctified based on the 
testimony of witnesses, Chanuka was indeed observed for 
nine days in Chutz La'aretz. 
 An expanded discussion of this topic is found in the 
Halacha Inyan of this issue. 
 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
1) What was the name of Potifar’s wife? 
2) Which three men in Tanach are praised for 

overcoming the temptation to commit a sin with a 
woman? 

3) Why didn’t Yaakov marry another woman to have 
another child to take the place of Yoseif after he 
feared that he had been killed? 

4) What happened to the items which Yehuda gave 
Tamar as a security [Eiravone]? 

5) When did Moshe pray for the welfare of the 
Chashmona’im? 

6) In which two Batei Midrash did Yoseif study? 

 * 4*  חתשע" וישבפ'  -תורה לדעת 
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BAIS MEDRASH YAAKOV MOSHE  RAV NACHUM LEIB SACKS  1221 Avenue S   347.386.5371   
w Shachris 7am Sun. 8 am  w Mincha Sunday 15 min. before Shkiah  

w Maariv Sun: Following Mincha

BAIS MOSHE SHMIEL  RABBI ROTTENBERG 1782 East 28th Street  917.553.5353

w Shacharis 6:15, 6:45, 7:20, 8:00 am w Mincha 10 min. before Shkiah w Maariv Following 

Mincha, 8, 9 pm

BAIS SCHNEIR  RABBI SCHNEERSON  1126 East 12th Street 718.258.4802
w Shacharis Shabbos at 9:30 am  w Maariv following Mincha

BAIS TEFILOH   1217 East 36th Street  

BAIS YISROEL OF KENSINGTON  RAV CHAIM KRAUSZ  693 East 7th Street  718.633.5047    
w Shacharis 6:45 am   w Maariv 9:50 pm

BAIS YISROEL OF RUGBY  1821 Ocean Parkway    718.376.9689

BAIS YITZCHOK  RABBI YERUCHUM LESHINSKY  1719 Avenue P  718.336.7655  
w Shacharis 6:40 am  w Mincha 10 min. before Shkiah & Shabbos 25 min. before Shkiah    

w Maariv right after Mincha

BEIS AVROHOM  RABBI DOV OSHRY  1524 East 17th Street  718.582.5229

w Shacharis 6:15, 7, 7:30, 8 am  w Maariv 10 min. after Shkiah, 7:45, 9, 9:30 pm

BEIS MEDRASH CHASDEI CHAIM  1575 Coney Island Ave   
w Shacharis 8:15 am  w Mincha 2:00 pm w Maariv 10, 10:30, 11:30 pm, 12 am

BEIS MENACHEM MENDEL  RABBI YOCHANON MAROSOW  1703 Avenue J  347.633.1076
w Shacharis 7:00 am  w Maariv 9:30 pm

BEIS MORDECHAI D'BERTCH  RABBI TZVI ELIMELECH ROKEACH  3302 Avenue P    718.367.1541  
w Shacharis 6:20, 7:15 AM  w Mincha 10 min. before Shkiah  w Maariv following Mincha, 8:45, 10:00 PM

BET SHAUL U'MIRIAM  RABBI DAVID COHEN  2208 Avenue S  917.692.1734 
w Shacharis 6:25, 7:00, 8:15 am  w Mincha 7 pm  w Maariv after Mincha & 10 pm

BET YAAKOV  820 Avenue S  

BETH AARON OF FLATBUSH  RABBI SHLOMO DOVID KATZ  1670 Ocean Avenue  718.377.4016
w Shacharis 7:30 am  w Mincha 15 minutes after Shkiah  w Maariv 45 minutes after Shkiah

BETH EL JEWISH CENTER OF FLATBUSH 1981 Homecrest Avenue  718.375.0120    

w Shacharis Sun. 7:45 am, Mon./Thurs. 7 am 

BETH EL OF FLATBUSH  2181 East 3rd Street  718.336.1926

BETH MORDECHAI  RABBI MOSHE MANDEL  1358 East 13th Street   718.382.4563
w Shacharis 6:15, 7:00, 7:45, 8:30 am w Mincha 15 min. before Shkiah                                          

w Maariv following Mincha, 8:45 pm, 10 pm in the summer 

BETH TORAH RABBI Y. ARI AZANCOT  1061 Ocean Parkway  718.252.9840
w Shacharis 6:45, 7:00, 7:15, 8:00 am w Mincha 6:45  w Maariv following Mincha 

BETH TORAH  RABBI NUTA WAIDENBAUM  3574 Nostrand Avenue  718.627.1386                      
w Shacharis 8:45 am only Shabbos

BETH TORAH DAMESEK ELIEZER    403 Avenue I    718.338.2272   
w Shacharis Sun. 7,8 am Mon. & Thurs. 6:40, 7:50 am, Tues., Wed. & Fri. 6:55, 7:50 pm   

w Mincha Sun 1:45 pm, Mon-Thurs 10 minutes before Shkiah  w Maariv 5 minutes after Shkiah, 9:00 pm

BETH YOSEF  2108 Ocean Parkway  718.645.0448  w Shacharis 5:45, 7:30 am                      

w Mincha 7:45 pm  w Maariv 8:00 pm

BJX BEIS MIDRASH RABBI MOSHE FINGERER  2915 Avenue K  718.513.1093
w Shacharis Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am Sun 8:45 am  Shabbos 9:05 am

BNAI BINYOMIN RABBI SERUYA  727 Avenue O  718.376.3500 w Shacharis 6:50 am Sun 7:50 

am w Mincha 20 minutes before Shkiah  w Maariv after Mincha, 8:15, 10:15 pm

BNEI ISRAEL  RABBI AVROHOM GARFINKEL  3190 Bedford Avenue  718.253.6624
w Shacharis 6:30 am  w Mincha 10 min. before Shkiah  w Maariv following Mincha

BNEI SHAARE ZION  RABBI SAUL KASSIN  2030 Ocean Parkway  718.376.0009 
ShaarezionNY.com

BNEI SHLOMO ZALMAN  RABBI YOSEF FRANKEL  1093 East 21 St  718.377.9689
w Shacharis From 6:30, 7:00, 7:30, 8:00, 8:30, 9:00, 9:30  w Mincha 20 min. before Shkiah            

w Maariv 8:00, 9:00, 10:00 11:00 pm

BNEI TORAH  RABBI SHLOMO CYNAMON  2917 Avenue K   718.252.7019                                 
w Shacharis 7:30 am  w Mincha only Sunday 15 min. before Shkiah w Maariv after Mincha

BNEI TORAH BAIS NAFTOLI  RABBI BENZION SCHIFFENBAUER  3514 Flatlands Avenue 
718.316.8241 w Shacharis 6:30, 7:30 am, Sunday at 8:00 am w Mincha 10 min. before Shkia   

w Maariv after Mincha, 9 pm

BNEI TORAH OF MARINE PARK  RABBI YONASON EPSTEIN  3523 Avenue S   
w Shacharis Sun. 7:45 am, Mon.-Thurs. 6:55 am    w Mincha 10 min. before Shkiah, Sunday only  

w Maariv following Mincha Sunday only

BNEI YITZCHOK  RABBI DOVID GOLDWASSER  1143 East 19th Street  718.339.4582 
w Shacharis 6:20 am, Shabbos 8:45 am  w Mincha 10 min. before Shkiah  w Maariv after Mincha

BNEI YOSEF  RABBI HAIM BENOLIEL  1616 Ocean Parkway  718.627.9861
w Shacharis 20 minutes before sunrise, 6:00, 6:30, 7:00 am  w Mincha 1:45 pm

BOSTONER BEIS MEDRASH  RAV PINCHOS HOROWITZ  2822 Avenue J  718.338.6464
w Shacharis 6:45, 7:15, 8, 9 am  w Mincha 1:45, 2:45, 7 pm  w Maariv 9:15, 10, 10:30, 11 pm

CHASIDEI GUR OF MIDWOOD  RABBI CHAIM KOHN  1937 Ocean Avenue   718.253.9345
w Shacharis 7:00 am  w Maariv 9:30 pm 

CHEVRA SHAS V'MISHNAYOS OF FLATBUSH  1564 East 7th Street  
w Shacharis 7:15 am  w Maariv 9:00 pm

CHEVRA SHAS ZICHRON ELIEZER  1666 East 7th Street  646.319.6138

CHIZUK HADAS  RABBI GORNISH  1421 Avenue O  718.376.3755  /  718.757.8076
w Shacharis  6:25am  w Mincha 7:30pm, Shabbos 1/2 hr. before Shkiah  w Maariv 9:30pm

CHUNA DOVID-TENKA  1336 Ocean Parkway 

CONGREGATION AHAVATH ACHIM  RABBI ARI KAGAN  1741 East 3rd street   718.375.3895
w Shacharis 6:30 am - Mon. & Thurs. 6:20 am w Mincha Shabbos 20 min. before Shkiah  

w Maariv following Mincha

CONGREGATION AVREICHIM RAV SHLOMO FEIVEL SCHUSTAL 1114 Avenue O 
w Mincha 1:30 pm  w Maariv 9:45 pm

CONGREGATION BET YAAKOB  RABBI ELI J. MANSOUR  1801 Ocean Pkwy (Ave R) 
w Shacharis 6:45, 7 am  w Maariv 9:45 pm

CONGREGATION BNEI AVRUM  RABBI LICTHIG  917 Webster Avenue  718.871-5993  
w Shachris Shabbos 9:30 am  w Mincha Shabbos 10 min. after candlelighting   

w Maariv Sun.-Thurs. 8:30 pm, Shabbos 1.25 hours after candlelighting

CONGREGATION IGUD AVREICHIM  RABBI PINCHOS FRANKEL  3017 Bedford Avenue
w Shacharis Sunday 8:30 am, Mon-Thurs 7:15 AM, Shabbos 9 am   

w Mincha 15-20 min. before Shkiah  w Maariv Following Mincha

CONGREGATION ISRAEL OF KINGS BAY  3903 Nostrand Avenue   718.615.1549 
w Shachris Mon.-Fri. 6:45, Sunday 8 am

CONGREGATION KEHAL IMREI SHAUL D'MODZITZ   RABBI NEWMARK & RABBI STEIN   
1542 Coney Island Ave.(Ave. L)   718.838.4645 
w Shacharis  Mon-Thurs 7 am, Sunday 8 am w Maariv 8:45, Sunday 10 pm 

CONGREGATION KEHILLA ETZ CHAIM    RABBI SHNAYOR BURTON   
1102 Ave. L w Shacharis Shabbos 8:30 am 

CONGREGATION PREMISHLAN  RAV SHLOMO HERBST  510 Avenue M   718.336.1160  

w Shacharis Shabbos 7, 8:50 am w Mincha call for zmanim

CONGREGATION SFARD  RABBI DOVID SCHWARTZ  1575 Coney Island Avenue
w Shacharis Shabbos 9 am, Sunday 8 am  w Mincha Erev Shabbos 6:30 pm, Shabbos 2:15 pm

w Maariv Thursday 9 pm

DARCHEI YOSHER  RABBI SHARF  1410 East 10th Street  718.998.5400
w Shacharis 7:25 am  w Mincha 4:55 pm  w Maariv 6:45 pm

DERECH EMMUNA D’VIEN  RABBI CHAIM SEGELBAUM  2305 Olean Street  718.258.4871
w Shacharis Mon & Thurs 6:15, 7, 7:30 am Tues, Wed & Fri 6:30,7, 7:30 am

DERECH HASHEM SEPHARDIC  2600 Ocean Avenue

ETZ CHAIM OF FLATBUSH RABBI SIMCHA SILVERMAN 1649 East 13th Street  718.687.2246

FLATBUSH MINYAN RABBI MEIR FUND  1517 Avenue H  718.338.8442
w Shacharis 7am, Sun. 8 am  w Mincha 5 min. before Shkia  w Maariv 9 pm

GINZEI YOSEF RABBI YOSEF ROSENBAUM  1305 Avenue R  718.645.6605
w Shacharis 7:15, 8 am  w Mincha at Shkia  w Maariv after Mincha & 9 pm

GVUL YAABETZ RABBI DOVID COHEN  1580 Coney Island Avenue 718.258.8023
w Shacharis 6:50 am

HAYIM SHAAL  1123 Avenue N 718.627.6052

HORODENKE  RAV H. ASHKENAZI  3011 Avenue K  718.252.9494
w Shacharis 8 am  w Mincha 30 minutes after Shkiah w Maariv after Mincha

JEWISH CTR. NACHLATH ZION RABBI FRIEMAN  2201 East 23rd Street  718.648.4865                
w Shacharis 6:30 am  w Mincha 10 min. before Shkiah w Maariv Following Mincha

KEHILAH OF MARINE PARK  RABBI BARUCH P. MENDELSOHN  3605 Quentin Road 646.339.3364  
w Shacharis Mon & Thurs 6:20 am, Tues, Wed & Fri 6:25 am, Sun 7:45 am, Shabbos 9 am  w Mincha 

Friday 10 minutes before Shkiah & 10 minutes before Plag, Shabbos 6:30 pm  w Maariv at Shkia, 9pm

KEHILAS MORESHES YAAKOV  RABBI AVRAHAM BINSKY  1749 Ocean Avenue  718.998.1237
w Maariv 9 pm

KEHILAS ORACH CHAIM  RAV MEIR SCHEINBERG   1002 Avenue M 

KEREM SHLOMO  1880 East 27th Street

KESER YISROEL MORDECHAI  RABBI MEIR PLATNICK  2016 Avenue L  917.703.7241
w Shacharis 6:40 am  w Mincha Sunday-15 minutes before Shkiah  w Maariv 8:30 pm

KETER SION  RABBI MASELTON  1922 East 8th Street   718.645.8006
w Shacharis 7:15 am  w Mincha 6:15 pm  w Maariv after Mincha & 10 pm

KETER TORAH  RABBI AHRON/RABBI MOSHE HARARI-RAFUL  2220 Avenue L  718.506.6660
w Shacharis Sun. 7:30 & 8 am, Mon-Thurs 7, 7:45 am  w Mincha 7pm & 15 min. before Shkiah   

w Maariv at Shkiah & 10 pm

KHAL KINYAN TORAH  1570 Coney Island Avenue bet. Ave. J & K

w Shacharis 7:30 am  w Mincha 3:30 pm  w Maariv 9 pm

KHAL POZNA  RABBI AVROHOM EISEN  2422 Avenue I  917.566.1023 

w Shacharis Sun 8, 9 am, Mon-Fri 6:25, 8 am  w Mincha 1:30 PM & 5 min. before Shkiah   

w Maariv following Mincha, 8 pm in winter & 10 pm in summer

KHAL TALMIDEI HAYESHIVOS  1609 Avenue M enter from Municipal lot, corner E. 17th & Chestnut 

w Early Shabbos Mincha 5 minutes before licht w Shacharis Shabbos 8:30 am   

w Mincha Shabbos 1 hour before shkiah

KHAL SHAR HASHAMAYIM  RABBI CHANOCH POSY  2916 Avenue M (bet. E. 29th & Nostrand) 

w Shacharis Shabbos 9 am  

KHAL TUKAI  Avenue K & Ocean Parkway w Shacharis 7:30 am  

KHAL VERETZKY (LANDAU'S)  RABBI LANDAU  Avenue L corner East 9th Street
w Shacharis ½ hour until 11:00  w Mincha starting w/ Mincha Gedola  w Maariv 15 min. til 1:00 am

KHAL ZICHRON AVROHOM YAAKOV  RABBI LEIZER DOVID RAPPAPORT  3203 Bedford Ave. 
w Shacharis 6:30 am

KHAL ZICHRON MORDECHAI  RABBI SHIMSHON SHERER  2645 Nostrand Ave 718.692.3231           

w Shacharis Sun. 7:20, 8 9, Mon-Fri 6:15, 7:45 am  w Mincha 15 min. before Shkiah w Maariv 9:45 pm

KINGSWAY JEWISH CENTER  RABBI EITAN TOKAYER  2810 Nostrand Avenue  718.258.3344
w Shacharis 6:30, 7:30 am  w Mincha 15 minutes before Shkiah w Maariv 10 min. after Mincha

KNESSES BAIS AVIGDOR  RAV AHRON KAHN  1720 Avenue J  718.258.1380

w Shacharis Sun. 8 am, Mon. & Thurs. 7:20 am, Tues., Wed. & Fri. 7:30 am   

w Mincha 12:45, 1:45 pm  w Maariv  8:15, 10 pm

KOL ISRAEL  RABBI RAYMOND HARARI  3211 Bedford Avenue  718.951.1417

w Shacharis 6:10, 7, 8:45 am  w Mincha 15 minutes before Shkiah  w Maariv after Mincha

KOL TORAH  RAV LIPA GELDWERTH  2022 Avenue M  718.232.4808 w Shacharis 6:55 am, 

Sunday at 8 am  w Mincha 15 min. before Shkia  w Maariv at Shkia, 9:45 pm

KOLLEL BNEI TORAH  RABBI YOSEF EISEN  1323 East 32nd Street  
w Shacharis Vasikin  (30 minutes before Netz)  w Mincha 2:30 pm  w Maariv 9:30 pm

KOLLEL BNEI YESHIVOS  RABBI MOSHE SCHEINERMAN  2402 Avenue P  718.692.3309

w Shacharis 6:40, 7:30 am  w Mincha 10 min. before Shkiah  w Maariv bazman, 8:15, 9:30, 10 pm

LAKEWOOD MINYAN OF FLATBUSH  RABBI MORDECHAI MARCUS   

1495 Coney Island Avenue   718.252.5274  w Shacharis Shabbos 8:30 am   

w Mincha Mon.-Thurs. 4 pm  w Maariv 10 pm

LAZEWNIKS  RABBI LAZEWNIK  1500 East 9th Street  718.375.6770
w Shacharis 7, 8 am, Shabbos 9 am  w Mincha 15 min. before Shkiah, Shabbos 6 pm 

w Maariv 35 minutes after Shkiah, 8:45 pm

LEV SOMEACH-ALESK  203 Avenue F  718.431.0002 call for zmanim

MACHNE ISRAEL  2413 East 23rd Street  718.332.8788 

w Shacharis Sun. 7:30 am, Mon-Thurs 6:30 am, Shabbos 9 am  w Mincha 15 minutes before 

Shkiah, Shabbos at sundown  w Maariv at Shkiah

MADISON TORAH CENTER  RABBI DANIEL TAWIL  2221 Avenue R   w Shacharis 7 am w Mincha 

6:45 pm w Maariv after Mincha

MAGRIV BEIS ARYEH  RABBI SHEA KATZ  1069 East 4th Street I & J   718.338.4925
w Shacharis 7:20 am, Sun 8 am  w Maariv 9:15 pm
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MAREH YECHEZKEL OF FLATBUSH  RAV BINYOMIN RUTTNER  1016 East 15th Street             

718.252.2521  w Shacharis 6:45 am, Shabbos 9 am  w Mincha 15 min. before Shkiah   

w Maariv Followng Mincha & 9:45

MARLBORO JEWISH CENTER  RABBI DOVID LANG  2324 West 13th Street  718.635.7020 

w Shacharis 7:30 am, Sunday 8 am, Shabbos 9 am

MAYAN YISROEL  RABBI VIGLER  3315 Avenue N  718.677.0030

w Shacharis Sunday 8, 9 am, Mon-Thurs 7, 7:45 am  w Mincha Sunday 5 min. before Shkiah w 

Maariv Sun-Thurs after Mincha, Mon-Thurs 9 pm

MERKAZ HATEFILLAH RABBI HOROWITZ 1898 Bay Avenue  718.339.3363 

w Shacharis Sun. 8 am, Mon & Thurs 6:45, Tues, Wed & Fri 7 am  w Mincha 2 pm, 10 minutes 

before Shkiah  w Maariv 35 minutes after Shkiah

MERKAZ YISROEL OF MARINE PARK  RABBI ELISHA WEISS  3311 Avenue S  718.376.5200   

w Shacharis Sun. 8:30, Mon.& Thurs. 6:15 am, Tues, Wed. & Fri. 6:25 am, Shabbos 9 am   

w Mincha Sun. 15 minutes before Shkiah (followed by Maariv), Shabbos at candlelighting   

w Maariv Mon.-Thurs. 8 pm, Fri. 10 min. after candlelighting, Motzei Shabbos 50 min. after Shkia

MIDRASH MOSHE BEN MAIMON  RABBI ALFIA  59 Gravesend Neck Rd 718.336.2023 

w Shacharis 6, 7:15 am w Mincha 15 min. before Shkia w Maariv 10 pm

MIRRER YESHIVA  1791 Ocean Parkway  718.645.0536  w Shacharis 7:30am w Mincha 1:50 pm

MIRRER YESHIVA VASIKIN MINYAN  RABBI SHOLOM STEINBERG  1791 Ocean Parkway 

718.415.3845 w Shacharis 30 minutes before Netz

MONASTRISTCH  RAV NOCHUM RABINOWITZ  1301 East 27th Street  718.338.8895                                                              

w Shacharis 7 am  w Mincha 10 min. before Shkia w Maariv after Mincha, 9:15 pm

MYRCB ALUMNI MINYAN OF AVE I  911 East 13th Street  

w Shabbos Shacharis 8:30 am

MYRCB ALUMNI MINYAN OF AVE L  3007 Avenue L w Shabbos Shacharis 8:30 am

NACHLAS DOVID  RABBI DONIEL OSHER KLEINMAN  1589 East 28th Street 

w Shacharis 7:20 am  w Maariv 9:00 pm  w Mishmar Thurs. 9:00 pm

NACHLAS LEVI YITZCHOK  RABBI LEVI HENDEL  3040 Nostrand Avenue  718.207.0308

w Shacharis 6:20, 8:15  w Mincha at Shkiah w Maariv following Mincha

NACHLAS YEHOSHUA  RABBI DOVID TOIV  1655 East 24th Street  718.338.0500 

w Shacharis 6:40, 8:00 am  w Mincha 10 minutes before Shkiah  w Maariv After Mincha, 9 pm

NACHLAS YITZCHOK  RABBI AVROHOM YOSEF SEKULA  3418 Avenue L  718.377.6051  

w Shacharis Sun. 7, 8, 9 am, Mon-Thurs 6:40, 7, 8 am  w Mincha 10 min. pre Shkiah   

w Maariv following Mincha, 9 pm

NETIVOT ISRAEL  1617 Ocean Parkway  718.998.2534 

w Shacharis 6 am  w Mincha 4 pm  w Maariv 10 pm

NEVE YAAKOV  1359 East 9th Street  

OHEL MOSHE LUBAVITCH  849 Ocean Parkway  718.437.0050   

w Shacharis 7 am, Sun 7:45 & 8:45 am w Mincha 2:30 pm 

OHEL YITZCHOK   RABBI AVROHOM KELMAN  1419 Dorchester Road  718.284.8032  

w Shacharis 6:30, 7 am, Shabbos 9 am, Sun. 8 am  w Mincha Fri. 20 min. before Shkiah, Shabbos 

25 min. before Shkiah  w Maariv Shabbos Following Mincha

OHEV TZEDEK OF FLATBUSH  RABBI NAFTULI HERSH ROTTENBERG  1688 East 18th Street 

718.377.4432  w Shacharis 7:30 am  w Mincha 2:00 pm

OHR GEDALYAHU  RAV DOVID STAMM  1554 Coney Island Ave. w Shacharis 7:15 am  

w Maariv 9:30 pm

PERSIAN CONGREGATION OF FLATBUSH RABBI SHMUEL SOLEIMANI 1434 Ocean Parkway   

718.382.0773  w Shacharis Sun 7 am, Mon.- Fri. 6:50 am  w Mincha 15 min. before Shkiah   
w Maariv After Mincha, 10 pm

PRI EITZ CHAIM  RABBI MELVIN BURG  2600 Ocean Avenue  718.743.5533  

w Shacharis 6:30 am  w Mincha 10 minutes before sunset  w Maariv following Mincha

PROSPECT PARK YESHIVA CONG. RABBI LEIB KELMAN 1609 Ave. R  718.376.4400 / 917.589.1905  

w Shacharis Sun 8 am, Tues.- Wed. & Fri 7:00 am, Mon. & Thurs. 6:50 am, Shabbos 9 am  

 w Mincha 30 min. before Shkiah, Fri 5 min. before candlelighting  w Maariv After Shkiah

SASREGEN  RABBI M. DOVID RUBIN  1279 East 24th Street  718.377.9586/718.338.9633   

w Shacharis 6:45, 7:30, 8:15, & 9 am   w Mincha At Shkiah  w Maariv  Following Mincha

SEPHARDIC CONGREGATION  RABBI MOSHE MAYOR 2831 Nostrand Avenue. 718.951.1300   

w Shacharis 6 am  w Mincha After Shkia  w Maariv 8 pm

SEPHARDIC HOME  RABBI AVROHOM AMOR 2266 Cropsey Avenue  718-266-6100 

w Shacharis 9am  w Mincha 1:45 pm, Shabbos 4pm

SEPHARDIC LEBANESE CONGREGATION  RABBI E. ELBAZ  805 Avenue T  718.627.5300   

w Shacharis 5:45, 6:45, 8 am   w Mincha 7:25 pm  w Maariv After Mincha,10 pm

SEPHARDIC INSTITUTE AND SYNAGOGUE   RABBI MOSHE SHAMAH 511 Avenue R   
718.375.3263  w Shacharis Sun. 7, 8 am, Tues.-Wed. & Fri. 6:20, 6:50 & 8 am  w Mincha 7 pm 

w Maariv following Mincha

SEPHARDIC YOUTH MINYAN OF MIDWOOD  RABBI YEHUDA KRAVITZ  1694 Ocean Ave.  
212.671.0083   w Shabbos Shacharis 9:00 am followed by Kiddush

SHAARAY ZION  RABBI BRAUN  1659 East 13th Street  718.336.2132  
w Shacharis 7:25 am,  Shabbos 9 am, Sun. 8 am w Mincha Shabbos at candlelighing w Maariv 8:30, 

Shabbos 60 min. after Shkiah

SHAARE SHALOM  RABBI YOSEF DWECK  Corner of East 21st and Avenue S  718.376.6756   
w Shacharis 7:00,8:00 am  w Mincha 15 minutes pre Sunset  w Maariv Immediately following Mincha

SHAAREI SHALOM  RABBI RAPHAEL BERNSTEIN (NUSACH ASHKENAZ)  2961 Nostrand Ave. 
w Shabbos Shacharis 8:30 am

SHAARE TEFILA   RABBI YOSEF OZERI 1679 West 1st St. 718.382.1416  
w Shacharis 7:05 am  w Mincha 10 minutes before Shkiah w Maariv Immediately following Mincha

SHAARE TORAH YESHIVA  1680 Coney Island  718.645.6676 w Shacharis 7:40 am  w Mincha 3:15 pm

SHAAREI TORAH  RABBI MOSHE PLUTCHOK  98 West End Avenue 
w Shacharis 7:00, 7:45 am  w Mincha 15 min. before Shkia w Maariv After Mincha

SHAAREI ZION  2022 Ocean Parkway  718.375.3834 check website

SHALHEVES KODESH  RABBI YEHUDA SHEINKOPF  2920 Avenue J  917.837.3354   

w Shacharis Tues.-Wed. & Fri 6:20 am, Mon. & Thurs. 6:10am Sunday 8am 

w Mincha Shabbos-10 min. before Shkiah  w Maariv 9:15 pm, 55 min. after Shkiah

SHAREI ELIEZER  RABBI YEHUDA HOROWITZ  1882 New York Avenue, 718.758.0449   

w Shacharis 6:30, 8, 9, 10 am Shabbos 9 am  w Mincha 15 min. before Shkiah   

w Maariv Following Mincha, 9, 10 pm Shabbos 50 min. & 72 min.

SHAREI HALACHAH  RABBI ELIMELECH LEBOWITZ  3417 Avenue L   w Shacharis 6:20, 7:10 am

SHAREI ZION  RABBI CHAIM HALBERSTAM  3210 Kings Highway  718.338.3545   

w Shacharis 7 am  w Mincha 10 minutes before Shkiah, Friday 10 minutes after candle lighting  

w Maariv After Mincha

SHEVES ACHIM  1184 East 14th Street

SHEVET ACHIM   708 Avenue T

SHOMREI HADAS BIKOVSK  1340 East 9th Street  718.336.4287

SKVERER BAIS MEDRASH  1657 Ocean Parkway  718.627.2918   

w Shacharis Sun 9 am  w Mincha 25 min. after shkiah  w Maariv 50 min. after shkiah

STRETINER BAIS MEDRASH  RABBI FLAUM  4609 Bay Parkway - Ocean Parkway off Ave I  
718.258.9685   w Shacharis 6:45,8am Shabbos 9am  w Mincha 10 min. before Shkiah    

w Maariv Following Mincha

TALMUD TORAH  RABBI YAAKOV SHULMAN  1305 Coney Island Avenue  718.377.2528   
w Shacharis 6, 7, 8:00 am w Mincha 10-15 min. before Shkiah  w Maariv Immediately after Mincha

TALMUD TORAH AHAVATH ACHIM  1741 East 3 Street  718.375.3895 w Shacharis 6:30 am

TEHILA LEDOVID  RABBI BOAZ BAR-DEA  1950 East 21st Street  718.758.4989   
w Shacharis 7:05 am  Mincha 1 pm  w Maariv 8:30 pm

TENKE  RABBI YITZCHOK ISAAC FRIEDMAN  1643 East 21st Street  718.258.1643   
w Shacharis 6:45 am, Shabbos 9 am  w Mincha 10 min. before Shkiah  w Maariv following Mincha

TIFERES AVROHOM ZIDITCHEV  RABBI YECHESKEL EICHENSTEIN  4017 Avenue P  

718.338.0298   w Shacharis 6:25, 7:00, 7:30, 7:55, 8:30, 9:05, Sun. 7, 8, 9, 9:30 am 

w Mincha 10 minutes before Shkiah  w Maariv 10 min. after Shkia, 8:30, 10:15 pm 

TIFERES HATALMUD  RABBI ELIAHU BRESSLER 1329 East 9th Street 718.787.9775     

w Shacharis 9 am   w Mincha Fri. 8 min. before Shkiah w Maariv Motzai Shabbos 50 min. after Shkiah

TIFERES TORAH  RABBI MICHAEL HABER 1741 East 3rd Street  
w Shacharis 6:55 am, Shabbos: 8:15 am, Sunday: 8 am  

TIFERES TZVI  RABBI MICHOEL SPITZER  1307 East 8th Street   w Shacharis 6:55 am   

w Maariv 9:15 pm

TIFERES YAAKOV  RAV AVROHOM SCHORR  1212 East 15th Street  718.377.1676

TOMCHEI TORAH  RABBI SHOLOM PLUTCHOK  1966 Ocean Avenue  718.336.8886    
w Shacharis Mon.-Thurs. 6:35, 8 am; all other days 6:45 am w Mincha 20 min. before Shkiah  

w Maariv 30 min. after Mincha, 10 pm

TOMOSHOV CONG. KOL ARYEH  RABBI SIMCHA RUBIN 1212 Avenue I  718.258.1338   
w Shacharis 6:30, 8 am  w Maariv 9, 10:10 pm

TORAH TEMIMAH  555 Ocean Parkway   718.853.8500

TORAH UMESORAH  1090 Coney Island Ave (Foster & Ave. H), 3rd Floor   w Mincha 2 pm

TORAH UTEFILAH  RABBI SHIMON ALSTER  3304 Bedford Avenue  w Shacharis 6:30 am   

w Maariv 10 pm

TORAH VODAATH DORMITORY MINYAN RABBI SCHORR 452 E. 9th Street  718.284.4989  

w Shacharis 6:50 am w Mincha 7:45 pm (summer) w Maariv 8:30, 9:15

TORAS CHAIM D’FLATBUSH  RABBI CHAIM YISROEL WEINFELD  2201 Avenue L  

718.951.9389    w Shacharis 6:20, 8:00 w Mincha 10 min. pre Shkiah  w Maariv 8, 9

TVATIKIN   1950 East 7th Street   718.415.7419 

w Shacharis 40 min. before sunrise, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8:30 am, Shabbos 1 hour, 5 min. before sunrise   

w Mincha 15 min. before Plag Mincha  w Maariv following Mincha, 10 pm

YAD YOSEF TORAH CENTER  1032 Ocean Parkway  718.677.3707

YAM HATORAH    RABBI YITZCHOK MOHADEB  1573 East 10th Street  718.376.3022  

w Shacharis Mon.-Fri. 6:45 am, Shabbos 8:30 am, Sun 7:30 am  w Mincha 20 minutes before 

shkiah  w Maariv following Mincha, 10 pm

YAVNE MINYAN OF FLATBUSH   RABBI DR. MOSHE SOKOL 1102 Ave L 718.377.3807

YESHIVA BAIS YOSEF NAVARDOK  1502 Avenue N  w Shacharis 7:45 am w Mincha 1:30 pm  

w Maariv 9:30, 10:30 pm

YESHIVA CHOFETZ CHAIM  1271 East 35th Street 718.258.9006    

w Shacharis 7:40 am  w Mincha 2:30, 2:45  w Maariv 7:10, 8:10, 10 pm

YESHIVA GEDOLA OHR YISRAEL  RABBI AVROHOM N. ZUCKER  2899 Nostrand Avenue  

718.382.8702  w Shacharis 6:25, 8 am  w Mincha 2:45 pm  w Maariv 9:30 pm

YESHIVA MIKDASH MELECH  1326 Ocean Parkway 718.339.1090  

w Shacharis 7:00, 7:40 am  w Mincha 1:40, 3:15 pm w Maariv 10 pm

YESHIVA SHAREI TORAH  RAV HILLEL DAVID  1162 East 12th Street     

w Shacharis 6:00, 6:45 am  w Mincha 15 minutes before Shkiah w Maariv 35 min. after Shkia

YESHIVA ZICHRON ELIEZER  1543 East 9th Street  718.336.9629 

w Shacharis Sun. 8:15, Fri. 7:15 am  w Mincha 1:15 pm  w Maariv 9:15, Sun. 9:30 pm

YESHIVAS OHR YITZCHOK  1214 East 15th Street   718.258.7007   

w Shacharis 6:30, 8, 8:25 am  w Mincha 1:15, 2:30 pm  w Maariv 9:45 pm

YESHIVAT ATERET TORAH  901 Quentin Road  718.375.7100 w Shacharis 7 am   

w Mincha 1:30 pm  w Maariv 10:15 pm

YESHUOS CHAIM CHENTZKOVITCH  RABBI SHMUEL TEITELBAUM   1167 East 13th Street  

w Shacharis 6:30 am   w Mincha Sunday 25 min. before Shkiah  w Maariv 9:15 pm

YESHURAN MUZHAI ROPSHITZ  1454 Ocean Parkwayy  718.375.0292

YOUNG ISRAEL OF AVE J  RABBI BARUCH DOV BRAUN  1721 Avenue J  718.338.2056/718.253.0969   
w Shacharis 6:55 & 8am  Mon. & Thurs. 6:45, 8 pm w Mincha 10 min. pre Shkiah  w Maariv 1/2 hr 

after Mincha, 10 pm

YOUNG ISRAEL OF AVENUE K  RABBI ARYEH RALBAG  2818 Avenue K  718.258.6666   
w Shacharis Sun. 7, 8 am,  Mon. & Thurs. 5:40, 6:40, 7:55 am, Tues.-Wed. & Fri. 5:55, 6:55, 7:55 am  

w Mincha 15 min. before Shkiah  w Maariv Following Mincha

YOUNG ISRAEL OF AVENUE U  RABBI YISROEL FELDSTEIN   2119 Homecrest Avenue  
347.576.9110  /  718.375.6942  w Shacharis 6:15 am

YOUNG ISRAEL OF BEDFORD BAY  RABBI TZVI FRIED  2114 Brown Street 718.332.4120   

w Shacharis Sun. 8 am,  Mon. & Thurs. 6:20 am, Tues.-Wed. & Fri. 6:25 am, Shabbos 8:45   

w Mincha 10 min. before Shkiah, Shabbos 5 min. after candlelighting  w Maariv following Mincha

YOUNG ISRAEL OF BRIGHTON BEACH  RABBI EFRAIM ZALTZMAN  293 Neptune Avenue  
718.648.0843  w Shacharis 7 am

YOUNG ISRAEL OF FLATBUSH  RABBI KENNETH AUMAN 1012 Avenue I  718.377.4400    

w Shacharis 6:45 & 8 am  w Maariv following Mincha, 10 pm

YOUNG ISRAEL OF KENSINGTON  305 Church Avenue   718.871.4543  w Shacharis 6:30 am

YOUNG ISRAEL OF KINGS BAY  RABBI DOVID SIMPSON 3007 Ocean Avenue   718.972.2100    
w Shacharis 6:45 am   w Mincha 10 minutes before Shkiah  w Maariv after Mincha

YOUNG ISRAEL OF MIDWOOD  RABBI ELI BORUCH SHULMAN  1694 Ocean Avenue  718.692.2107    

w Shacharis 5:50, 6:50,7:30,8:30  w Mincha 15 min. pre Shkiah w Maariv 40 min. after Mincha, 8:15

YOUNG ISRAEL OF OCEAN PARKWAY  RABBI STOLZENBERG 1781 Ocean Parkway  718.376.6305    
w Shacharis 8 am Shabbos 9 am  w Mincha 15 min. before Shkiah  w Maariv following Mincha

YOUNG ISRAEL OF REDWOOD  RABBI S. MODES   619 East 76th Street  718.520.1800

YOUNG ISRAEL OF SHEEPSHEAD BAY  RABBI SHIMON RABIN  2546 E. 7th Street  718.891.6767    

w Shacharis 6:30  w Mincha 15 min. pre Shkiah w Maariv following Mincha, 30 min. after Shkiah

YOUNG ISRAEL OF VANDEVEER PARK    718.761.2100

ZERAH KODESH D'SHENDISHOV  1450 East 4th Street  718.339.2293

ZICHRON ALTER  1486 Ocean Parkway 718.627.6120 
w Shacharis Su 6:55 am/ Tu/We/Fri  6:45 am  w Maariv 10:05 pm

ZICHRON ARYEH LEIB  RABBI YOSEF RABINOWITZ  2915 Avenue J     
w Shacharis 6:45 am  w Maariv 10:10 pm

ZICHRON MOSHE MIKOLAYEV  RABBI Y. E. SCHNEEBALG 577 East 5th Street    

w Shacharis 7:20, 8 am  w Maariv 9:30 pm

FJJ Flatbush Shul Directory TO UPDATE  
PLEASE EMAIL:  

info@thefjj .com

בס״ד
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pain. And also when she bore her 
second child, whom she named 
Shimon because “Ra’ah Hashem Ki 
Sinuah Anochi”, Hashem saw that 
I am less loved. Another difficulty 
with translating hoda’ah exclusive-
ly as “thanks” is the Gemara in Be-
rachos Daf Zayin, which states that 
from the day Hashem created His 
world, no one gave hoda’ah until 
Leah came and said Hapa’m Odeh 
Es Hashem. The mefarshim ask that 
we find that Avraham’s servant, 
Eliezer, thanked Hashem for lead-
ing him to find Rivkah as a wife 
for Yitzchak, as Eliezer declared, 
Baruch Hashem! etc. And it is also 
inconceivable that the Avos them-
selves never thanked Hashem.

Mori V’Rabi, Rav Yaakov Kame-
netsky zt” l explained that the es-
sential meaning of hoda’ah can be 
deduced from Rashi on the words 
Hapa’m Odeh Es Hashem. Rashi ex-
plains that she was giving hoda’ah 
at this point Shenatalti yoser m’chel-
ki, “because I received more than 
my share.” Leah knew (through ru-
ach hakodesh) that twelve shevatim 
would be born to Yaakov from her-
self and his other three wives — Ra-
chel, Bilhah and Zilpah. If shared 
equally, each would bear Yaakov 
three sons. When Leah had her 
fourth son, she gave hoda’ah for re-
ceiving more than her share. Thus, 
the essential meaning of the word 
hoda’ah is “acknowledgement.” The 
other senses in which hoda’ah is 
used all derive from this essential 
meaning, depending on what is be-
ing acknowledged.

For example, the word viduy, 
which comes from the same root 
hod as hoda’ah, means in that con-
text “confession,” which is an ac-
knowledgement of sin.

In the well-known expression 
hoda’as ba’al din k’meah eidim 
domi, it means an acknowledgement 
of guilt or indebtedness.

Leah was the one who originated 
using the word hoda’ah in the sense 
of gratitude to Hashem for giving 
her more than she deserved!

Indeed, it is in this sense that 
we say every morning upon awak-
ening modeh ani lifanecha. We are 
thanking Hashem for the enor-
mous gift of life itself, even to those 
who are undeserving of it.  After all, 
we are far from perfect! As Shlo-
mo HaMelech says: ki ein tzaddik 
b’aretz asher ya’aseh tov v’ lo yecheta 

(Koheles 7:20), there is no tzadik on 
earth who does only good and nev-
er sins. And still, Hashem in His 
kindness and mercy grants us more 
than we deserve — the opportunity 
to improve and live on!

This message is powerfully con-
veyed in the words of the classic 
bircas hoda ‘ah recited by the arba’a 
tzrichim l’hodos, the four who have 
been spared from threatening cir-
cumstances, who proclaim in their 
brachah: boruch ata Hashem…hag-
omel “l’chayavim” tovos shegimalani 
kol tov. When one is found in a vul-
nerable situation — often a sakanah 
mamesh— the Satan is given a freer 
hand, and it takes many zechusim, 
merits, to be saved — merits that 
we might not have! So when we are 
finally safely removed from harm’s 
way, we acknowledge to Hashem 
Yisborach our gratitude for sparing 
our lives even though we may have 
been “chayav” — “guilty” or “unde-
serving.”

It is interesting to note that the 
son named Yehudah — for the ho-
da’ah that his mother gave — is the 
father of malchus, of the dynasty of 
Jewish kings. Perhaps, it is for the 
following reason: A king becomes 
elevated far above the rest of the 
nation, and is afforded many privi-
leges and much prestige and power. 
Perhaps he will become arrogant 
and think, kochi v’otzim yadi asah 
li es hachayil hazeh (Devarim 8,17), 
it was my own strength and personal 
power that brought me this wealth. 
So the king has only to call to mind 
his ancestor’s name “Yehudah” and 
its message: This is more than I 
deserved! The king has not earned 
his position, but inherited it, and is 
but the representative of Hashem, 
Whose malchus he represents.

Chazal in Sifri on krias shema 
spell out this concept clearly:  “bi-
chol livovcha” ohavo k’Avraham 
Avinu... “uvichol nafshecha” k’Yitz-
chok Avinu she’okad atzmo al gabei 
mizbayach, “uvichol miodecha” 
havei modeh lo k’Yaakov Avinu 
k’inyan shene’emar (Bereishis 
32, 11) katonti mikol hachasodim 
umikol haemes asher asisa es avo-
decha . “Give hoda’ah as did Yaa-
kov, as it states that he declared, I 
am unworthy of all the kindness and 
truth that you have done Your ser-
vant.”

A most powerful expression of 
natalti yoser m’chelki. A most pow-
erful understanding of our hoda’ah 
to Hashem.

Rabbinic Message
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 Hilchos Shabbos Initiative

Reviewed By RaBBi Shmuel FeldeR

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan 
Eibishitz that if one does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it 

is impossible not to be oveir on a forbidden act on Shabbos.
What is the proper way to open a food package on Shabbos? 
Opening specific types of food packagingIt is preferable to open all 

packages prior to Shabbos. 
Plastic strips or tabs that must be cracked or peeled off (e.g. on 

plastic takeout, candy or dip containers)
These are not permitted to be opened on Shabbos. 
Soda can 
There is a machlokes among the Poskim whether a soda can, or any 

bottle with a similar pull tab, like an orange juice bottle may be opened. 
Plastic milk container
The standard plastic milk containers are closed with a plastic cap 

that has a ring along the bottom that, when pulled, becomes separated 
from the top cover, allowing the top to be easily removed.  This type of 
cover should be opened by inserting a thin object such as a knife along 
the inside of the bottom rim to loosen it, allowing the entire cap to be 
lifted off in one piece. 

Puncturing a hole 
There is a difference of opinion among Poskim regarding punctur-

ing a hole in a box drink; one should consult one’s Rav
It is not permissible to puncture the top of any store-bought bottled 

liquid if puncturing is required in order for the contents to be used. 
It is permissible to insert a straw through the covering of a leben.
It is not permissible to insert a nozzle into a piping bag.
Certain foods are packaged with a covering sheet of aluminum 

or plastic that requires the food item to be pressed against it, thereby 
puncturing it (e.g. frozen garlic cubes, gum, certain medications etc). 
If letters are present on the cover sheet and they will be ripped when 
the sheet is punctured, it is not permissible to do so. Rather, the sheet 
should be peeled off.

לזכות רפואה שלמה חי' מלכה בת בתשבע
Contact/Subscription info. Phone 732-901-0536 email – shabboshalachah@gmail.com

THE TORAH SAFETY COMMISSION

urges everyone to put

Hatzalah's
number

into the speed dial of their
cell phones and the memory

of their home phones.

PUBLIC ALERT

New York city Number
718-230-1000
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FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL

NEED A SCHOOL OR SHUL TO BUY/BUILD?
We have some great options!

 

Exclusive Listings!
* Ave T/20s 120x106 CORNER LOT has school/dormitory and 2 houses

* Ave M - 1245-1249 E18th St 30x100 2 buildings each total 60x100 
set up as Mesifta/Highschool - across the street from the park

Call for Details, pricing and for private showings

*School/Shul Rentals
* Ave N/E4th St 6 Classrooms/6 bths. Library, computer

*Ave Z near Sheepshead bay Brand new! Lower level and 2nd floor

* Boro Park  7 classrooms/ 5 offices/ 5 bths MOVE IN CONDITION!

*Ave M E18th 1st floor/lower level

Call for pricing and private appointments

HOUSE RENTAL
*Ave J/E22 4 BRs/2.5 bths prvt drwy 5k negotiable

*Ave R 4.5 BRs/1.5 bths $3800

SARAH SASSON Licensed Realtor

917-361-8268
Follow us on instagram

SARAHSREALTY/Sarasrealty.com
sarahsrealty@gmail.com

SCHOOL & SHUL FOR SALE 
Ave M – Prime Midwood location!!

60x100-MOVE IN CONDITION!

School for Rent
Ave N/East 4th street

6 CLASSROOMS/SCHOOLYARD
COMPUTER/LIBRARY ROOM

SARAH SASSON/FRIENDLY RE
917-361-8268 Whatsapp preferred

sarahsrealty@gmail.com

LICENSED
REALTOR

Ave T/20s 120x106 CORNER LOT has school/dormitory and 2 houses

Advertise In The FJJ Upcoming Special Issue:

718.692.1144  ads@thefjj.com

SIMCHA
DECEMBER 21
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APARTMENT FOR RENT
4 Bedroom large apartment plus 5th BR in 
basement, Prime Midwood, Hi 20's,  
nice condition, No Brokers 917-696-5509

Beautiful, renovated, 2 bedrm apartment 
for rent Ave N/E. 19. Spacious living and 
dining rooms, plus office/study. $2200.  
Agent Dvora/ Lasker Realty 646-854-6638

East 5th Street, Aves L-M, Beautiful, sunny 
three room apartment, one flight up in 
private house, recently upgraded,  
Please call 718-253-5990

E 15th btwn J & K. Furnished Basement Apt. 
Perfect for Chosson/Kallah. Weekly/Monthly. 
Call 718-377-6731

CHANUKAH PRESENTS
The New Jewish Songbook. Holiday 
Songs from Silly to Sublime, Only $5.00. 
The perfect present for someone with a 
sense of humor. Order from  
Dsharp@ourrainbows.com

CONDO RENTAL FLORIDA
Condo for Rent, Boca Century Village, FL. 
Beautiful, brand new, fully furnished & 
stocked. One Bedroom Unit. Season or 
Long Term. Call/Text 917-562-4514/  
347-267-6501, LM

Miami Beach Magnificent 850 sqf suite-
Oceanview- Large porch Bedroom with 
two queen beds Pullout couch in living 
room Also Carriage Club 347-804-4666.

HELP WANTED
A national publication is looking to hire 
someone to help them with delivery. Nice 
pay. For more information please email 
jobs@circmag.com

Dental receptionist/assistant. Midwood 
office. Monday-Thursday 1:00-7:00. Exp 
preferred will train. Please call 718-338-0040

Flatbush Insurance office, looking 
for F/T organized person, w/positive 
attitude, communication skills. Insurance 
experience preferred. Email resume: 
ahfgbl@aol.com

Flatbush school looking for afternoon 
remedial Rebbe. Email resume 
rebbe201718@gmail.com

Full time Secretary/Administrative 
Assistant. Must be efficient, organized 
and able to keep up a fast-paced 
environment. Knowledge of computer 
skills (Microsoft, Google features) 
Email: Layarothmanlcsw@gmail.com

Girls Special Ed School, Brooklyn,  
Seeks Full Time Teachers Assistant. Email 
Resume: schoolresume321@gmail.com

Girls Special Ed School, Brooklyn, 
Seeks PM Substitute Assistant Teacher 
(Assistant going on maternity leave) Email 
Resume: schoolresume321@gmail.com

Hamaspik is seeking a shadow for 8 yr old 
girl every Sunday in the Flatbush area. 
Please call 646-628-4452

HELP WANTED
Hiring rep to distribute lingerie line to 
boutique stores. Must be organized, 
motivated, go-getter, proactive, enthusiastic 
not pushy. No set hours, potential great pay. 
10952positionavail@gmail.com

Lingerie boutique, Monsey NY, hiring part-
time fitter. Sewing knowledge necessary. 
No experience needed. Until 6:30 pm 
some days. Sunday a must. Well paid. 
lindaneumanmonsey@gmail.com

Looking for a female to tutor a 12th grade 
girl for her regent exams in English & 
American History, in her home (Flatbush).  
Call Isabelle: 347-492-6199

Looking to hire P3 SETSS providers f/t, p/t. 
Groups and Enhanced p3.   
Also looking for an OT and SLP.  
Email resume: bignlittle123@gmail.com

Looking to hire a Secretary for a Property 
Management firm. No experience necessary. 
Communication skills via phone and email 
are key. Growth opportunity available. 
Please email: HR@jwasser.com

New Womens’ Boutique in Brooklyn now 
hiring Saleswoman 11am-6pm. Love of 
fashion, great at sales. Great Pay. Email: 
info@pulsenewyork.com

Real Estate - Commercial sales since 1982, 
looking for 2 salespeople $300,000 potential, 
lic req. Call Abe 718-998-8800 x 100

Secretary Female at busy fitness center. 
Sundays 7:45 AM-2:45 PM. Additional 
days/hours may be available.  
Email resume: fitness@yeled.org  
Fax: 718-686-2497. YVY is an EOE

Special Ed girls school in Flatbush  
seeks efficient, responsible, detail  
oriented school secretary. F/T.  
Email resume to reiferm@ou.org

Special Ed Yeshiva Seeks Experienced, P/T 
Speech Therapist. December & January. 
Fax Resume: 718-782-5764 Email Resume: 
jcse1760@gmail.comt

HOUSE FOR RENT
K/E.18th House Rental $2700.  
Ave L/20’s 4 Bdrm duplex $3200.  
Ave O /E. 2 2 bdrm +parking 2k.  
Karen/TheBehfarTeam 347-988-2526

HOUSE FOR SALE
Ave I/19 Det, 4 bdrms +2 Bdrm on 1st fl + 2 
in bsmnt, can be mother - daughter, prvt dr, 
$1.49m Sarah/ LASKER RE 347-414-2940 

Avenue L High 20’s. One family detached. 
MIC/4 bedrooms. 2½ baths/modern EIK. 
Large DR Deck/Backyard. Finished basement / 
Attic / Private driveway. Call 718-501-4003 bkr. 

Dec 10 - Open House- 49 Mountain Ave.  
2-5 PM -Sunday Huge 5 bedroom/3 bath /2 
kitchens, sunroom /xlarge living room.  
Call Lisa 914-649-4959-Coldwell Banker. 

East 9th/ L *4 bedrooms+2 in bsmnt, large 
eat-in kitchen, master bath, 3.5 bath, shrd 
dr, ask $1.5m  
Sarah/ LASKER REALTY 347-414-2940 

HOUSE FOR SALE
J/teen 6 bdrms/2.5 baths Renovated. $990. 
O/teens -  3 family. Priced to sell.  
Karen/TheBehfarTeam 347-988-2526 

Kensington/ Ditmas - Large brick multi- 
Fam, 3 Bdrm/ 3 Bdrm/ 3 Bdrm, 1.5 bath 
each floor, ask $1.55m  
Sarah/ LASKER REALTY 347-414-2940

Marine Park! Unique Tudor style. 
Detached, solid brick home.  
3 full floors + basement. $950k  
Karen/TheBehfarTeam 347-988-2526

N/Bedford 40x100. 3 floors  
+ finished basement. MIC  
Karen/TheBehfarTeam 347-988-2526 

New York Ave/J Semi-att 3 Bdrm+1 in 
Bsmnt, large eat-in kitchen, shrd dr, ask 
$799k Sarah/ LASKER RE 347-414-2940 

Open House Sun Dec 10th 12-4pm  
3316 Ave K semi, party drive, 3 bedrooms, 
bath, basement, yard. needs work. 
motivated seller. John 908-216-1334

Open House - Sunday 12/10 - 11 to 1pm  
1541 Marine Parkway. MIC Mother/Daughter. 
Private driveway, front/back Porch. $799k 
Brooklyn Residential - 718-676-1755

P/20’s New listing!! Luxury home for 
the discerning buyer. 6 bdrms. 4.5 
bath. Custom design. $2.1m Karen/
TheBehfarTeam 347-988-2526 

Quentin/20’s MIC. 4 bed. $1.450. S/20’s 
40x100 $1.650. N/20’s detached Prvt drvwy. 
$1.425. O/22nd luxury home! Modern. 
Karen/TheBehfarTeam 347-988-2526  

JERUSALEM RENTALS
Geula – Centrally located near restaurants, 
groceries, shteiblach, new, beautiful, clean 
and quiet.  Various apts. Best rates/services. 
Possibility of wifi, cell, cc.  No Agent.  
917-909-8326 or 011-972-2-538-4783

LOST & FOUND
Found in Flatbush – Initialed grey leather 
talis bag with talis, tefillin, and siddur 
inside. Call: 917-734-4146

NEED CLEANING HELP
Jewish experienced cleaners available 24/7. 
Live-in or out. Call now 718-576-3898 or 
request cleaner online: NewJobNYC.com.

OFFICE FOR RENT
Approximately 700 sq foot office space, 
plus shared conference room for rent on 
Ave K between 29th and Nostrand Ave. 
For info call: 718-772-3901

Coney Island Ave (bet J and K) 100-800 sq. 
ft. fully-furnished includes: util. & cnfrc rm. 
Call 917-613-4729

Marine Park/ Flatlands Ave. Upstairs office 
600 sq ft. 2 private offices and 1 large main 
office. $1300 917-836-7807

PROFESSIONAL BEADER
Professional pearl and bead restringing. 
16-18 inches $25. Each additional inch is $2. 
Prompt turnaround. Located in Flatbush. 
Please call 917-584-3358

SKI INSTRUCTOR AVAILABLE
Don’t pay resort prices. All levels. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. 732-567-3673 Attention bochrim: 
can provide ride from Lakewood/Monsey and 
possibly other places.

TECH HELP
Need your computer fixed? Could it use 
a tune up? Call David @ 516-476-2724. 
Certified Laptop and Desktop Technician. 

Smartphones included.

VACATION HOMES
Gorgeous modern house in the heart of 
Miami Beach, heated pool and spa, BBQ area, 
walking distance to shull and restaurants, 
8-6-5-3 or 2 bedrooms  305-563-1899

CHANUKAH ISSUE DEC 14FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL

THIS CHANUKAH, 
LIGHT UP YOUR ADVERTISING!

718.692.1144  ads@thefjj.com
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Program Director
Bais Yaakov Day Camp in Flatbush 

seeks a program director. 
Qualifi ed candidates with experience 

in both camp programming and 
administration should email resumes to 

daycamp613@gmail.com

Executive Assistant- Family Offi ce
Apparel Company seeks experienced Executive 
Assistant to manage and handle family members’ 

personal and fi nancial tasks. Individual should 
be profi cient in Excel and QuickBooks, must 

be highly organized and able to multitask. Skill 
set should include full charge bookkeeping 

experience. Competitive salary and benefi ts. 
Please send resume to apparel81@gmail.com

Houses For Sale – Flatbush
Several 40x100 properties on choice 

blocks, lower and upper E 20’s for sale. 
Potential for double lot. Renovate or build 

to suit. Call agent for particulars. 
718-252-6642

Due to expansion FULL TIME 
Special Ed Director Position Available 
Strong leadership abilities, Excellent inter-personal 
relation skills, Master Special Ed and Administration 

or SLP back ground, Strong organizational skills, 
Visionary. Responsibilities Include: Curriculum 

Design implementation, Teacher Training, Designing 
and Individual Education Plan, Strong Background 

Judaica and secular studies, Innovative. 
Email resume: positionavail2017@gmail.com

House For Rent - Marine Park
E. 35th Street and Flatlands Ave, duplex apt 

3BR on grt blck with prvt drv, gar, bckyrd, 
exceptionally large rms, brand new eat in 

kosher kitch and SS appliances, new bthrms, 
ceramic fl rs, reas priced 

Call 917-589-6048

FJJ CLASSIFIEDS
Reach over 200,000 people weekly! 

$30 - up to 25 words  
$75-Display Classi� ed (b/w)    $100- (color)

Classi� ed Deadline: Monday 5PM
718.692.1144    Classi� eds@the� j.com

Residence Manager 
needed at an OHEL group home for women 

who have developmental disabilities located in 
Brooklyn. Supervise client care, programming, 

staffi ng, and facilities management. BA/Master’s 
in related fi eld, experience working with persons 
with developmental disabilities required. NY or 

NJ Driver’s license a must. Call 855-OHEL JOB, 
apply online: www.ohelfamily.org/careers

HELP WANTED P/T
Ohel Bais Ezra’s Community Habilitation and Respite 

Programs are looking for creative dedicated and 
responsible male and female staff to work one-

on-one with children or adults with developmental 
disabilities who live at home in your community. 

Experience and driving preferred but not required. 
Good English communication skills a must. 

Flex P/T After school hours. Call 718-686-3487, 
apply online: www.ohelfamily.org/careers

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE COORDINATOR 
Heimishe Nursing Home Management Co 
in Mill Basin seeks F/T A/P Coordinator. 

Must be detail oriented, excellent 
w/numbers & able to multitask

Excellent growth potential. Excellent salary & 
benefi ts as well as a grt working environment. 

Pls email to: resumes.tyty@gmail.com 
or fax 347-560-5601

OFFICE ASSISTANT F/T
Yeled V`Yalda, Farragut Rd.
- 15 minutes from Flatbush

Applicants should have: Organizational skills,
Interpersonal skills, Training provided

- no prior experience required.
Fax resume: 718-686-2498 Att. Kreindi 

Email Resume: jobs@yeled.org Att. Kreindi
YVY is an EOE

APARTMENT IN ERETZ YISROEL
For Sale in the “New Givat Zev” 

Luxurious 6 room Duplex divided into two 
beautiful Apartments. Approx. 1905 Sq. FT. 

Beautiful View, 2 Big Porches. 
Asking $750K – No Agent Fee. 

Contact # In E.Y 011-972-2-571-2416

109FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL

718.692.1144 | the� j.comMAY 5, 2016 CLASSIFIED ADS

Yaakov Siegel Psy.D.
Licensed Psychologist

Adolescents – Adults

 
contact@siegelpsychological.com  |  www.siegelpsychological.com

3904 16 Avenue  2nd floor
Brooklyn, NY 11218

(917) 300-8151

216 River Ave #207
Lakewood NJ 08701

(732) 806-1513

Mesivta in Far Rockaway is looking for 
experienced teachers in ELA, Math 
and Social Studies for September, 
Grades 9 thru 12, afternoons only:  
Professional, warm and supportive 

environment. Please email resume to: 
mesivtayamhatorah@gmail.com  

MAZEL DAY SCHOOL
K-8 Growing school has positions open for 

2016/2017 school year:
Experienced Judaic, General Studies, 

Assistant teachers, P3, 
Middle School Math & Science teachers

Send resume to Rivkah Dahan  
mazeljobs@gmail.com

Apartment for Rent                
1 bedroom $1900. 1480 Dahill road

1 bedroom. 2305 kings highway $1575
Great deal!! 4 bedroom freshly new 
apartment 2 bathroom $2800 Ocean 

Avenue corner Avenue O
For more details on this and much 
more. Call Berish @ 917-804-7404

B&H Photo – Mid Town Manhattan 
F/T Credit Rep, maintain accounts in A/R 

Dept, Customer Service Rep. 
Good communication & computer skills 

required, 1-2 yr office exp. preferred. 
Competitive salaries, Comprehensive 

Medical Benefits, Paid Vacation & Holidays.
Send resume to: employment@bhphoto.com 

EEO/AA/M/F/D/V employer

Seeking Special Education/Literacy 
Teachers!! We will provide a full day 
case load and after-school cases if 
desired! Please call 347-584-8620.

SERVICE COORDINATOR POSITION
BA in Health or Human Services or 2 yrs 
of SC exper. Or a combination of exper. 
& education Earn Upwards of 45,000 to 

55,000 annually Great Work Environment 
Challenge E. I. Center

Email: hr@challenge-ei.com   An EOE

TEACHER
Experienced Teacher for 3 year old 

Head Start in Canarsie. Minimum BA 
with Early Childhood Credits.  

Computer literate.
Email to: bcunin@yeled.org 

YVY is an EOE

718.253.0306

Party    WITH 

 Malky
Where parties come to life •

917.597.0219
BAT7EMT@AOL.COM

BATSHEVA KOHN
ARC, AHA, ECSI Instructor Trainer

Also Offering:
--Lifeguarding, CPR & Refresher Courses--

--Lifeguarding Instructor Course (LTI)--

Water Safety Instructor Course
-Classes beginning week after Pesach-

Protect your
valuable furniture & dining room tables
from spills, burns, dents & scratches

 Custom Made

TABLE PADS
 & GLASS 
 TABLETOPS

Custom made for any table
shape and size

Protects up to 550° of  heat

Available in assorted leather
tones, woodgrains & solid colors

Storage bags available to
protect your leaves

For Easy
Shop at Home
Service Call

Ushi Steinmetz
(917) 776-7371

WE NOW OFFER
CHAIR & SOFA

SLIPCOVERS

custom
PROTECTIONuncompromising

STYLE
e & dining room tables

om spills, burns, dents & scratches

Custom made for any table
shape and size

Protects up to 550° of  heat

Available in assorted leather
tones, woodgrains & solid colors

Storage bags available to
protect your leaves

S

MagnaLoc
INVISIBLE MAGNETIC

LOCKING SYSTEM

FEATURING

Alarm Certified by NY State

HELP WANTED 

REAL ESTATE - Commercial sales since 1982, 
looking for 2 salespeople. $300,000 potential, 
lic req. Call Abe 718-998-8800 x 100

Teacher’s Assistant F/T for children w/autism. 
Our staff will train (ABA). Hours are 8-3:30 all 
year. Immediate hire. E-mail hr@skhov.org  
or fax 718-686-6161

Secretary for Heimishe Boro Park office, 
f/t or p/t, pleasant work environment. 
Computer skills needed, Good Pay. Call:  
917-200-2315 or email tristatex1@gmail.com

BP Office seeks full-time bookkeeper. 
Experience a must. Send resume – email 
bpofficebookkeeper@gmail.com or fax 732-686-6499

SECRETARY 

R/E office in Willimasburg seeking f/t Secretary to 
manage office and process invoices. Must have 
positive energy and good communication skills. 
Email Resumes: BrooklynSecretaryNow@Gmail.com

LOST AND FOUND 

Found pair of Tefillin & Talis in Flatbush on 
first day Chol Hamoed. Please call:  
347-782-7999 908-770-5599

CHEMISTRY TUTOR/ REGENT PREP

Flatbush; $50 an hour. Call/ Text Sarah at 
917-597-2725

LAYETTE 4 LESS

Unique “ONE STOP” Shopping Service!  

Huge Selection! Amazing Prices! 0-6 months  

 @layette4less & layette4less.com  

917-710-2021

 Custom Made

TABLE PADS
 & GLASS TOPS
TABLE PADS

Protect your valuable 
furniture & dining room tables

WE NOW OFFER
CHAIR & SOFA

SLIPCOVERS

For Easy Shop at Home Service Call

 Ushi Steinmetz
(917) 776-7371

new!

MAGNETIC
LOCKING 

SYSTEM

PERFUMES AT  
DISCOUNTED  

PRICES!
WE SERVICE NY NJ  

SHIPPING AVAILABLE ANYWHERE IN THE US!

732.403.7274

PERFUMES AT  
DISCOUNTED  

PRICES!
WE SERVICE NY NJ  

SHIPPING AVAILABLE ANYWHERE IN THE US!

732.403.7274

PERFUMES AT  
DISCOUNTED  

PRICES!
WE SERVICE NY NJ  

SHIPPING AVAILABLE ANYWHERE IN THE US!

732.403.7274Follow us on        @RPERFUMES

Rivka Ozeirey

PERFUMES AT  
DISCOUNTED  

PRICES!
WE SERVICE NY NJ  

SHIPPING AVAILABLE ANYWHERE IN THE US!

732.403.7274

PERFUMES AT  
DISCOUNTED  

PRICES!
WE SERVICE NY NJ  

SHIPPING AVAILABLE ANYWHERE IN THE US!

732.403.7274

PERFUMES AT  
DISCOUNTED  

PRICES!
WE SERVICE NY NJ  

SHIPPING AVAILABLE ANYWHERE IN THE US!

732.403.7274Follow us on        @RPERFUMES

Rivka Ozeirey
נחת בנחת

Nachas B’nachas
· נשמעים  ת  נח ב דברי חכמים   ·

Parenting Series with

MRS. SERYL BERMANMRS. SERYL BERMAN
Live Interactive Teleconference

FREE Information Line
563.999.2099 x 166144# Ref:1#

To register call Hadassa 732.233.0722

Live Interactive TeleconferenceLive Interactive Teleconference

Discipline
Middos Development

Expressing Love
Anger Management
Instilling Confidence

Sibling Rivalry

Beginning December 25

LAST CHANCE!
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25,000 DISTRIBUTED WEEKLY TO
14,000 FLATBUSH HOMES &

300 STORES & SHULS:
AVENUE M  
ASTORIA BANK
BAGEL & CHEESE
BON APPETIT PIZZA
CHAP A NOSH
COJO
GLATT MART
INVESTORS BANK
KOFF'S BAKERY
KOSHER BAGELS
MEAL MART
MOUNTAIN FRUIT
OCEAN FRUIT

PRESSER'S BAKERY

SHOE REPAIR

SHREIBERS BAKERY

WEISS BAKERY

AVENUE N/RYDER 
RUBI'S GROCERY

AVENUE J 
ADVANCED COPY CENTER

APPLE BANK

BAGEL HOLE

CITIBANK

FLUSHING BANK

ISAACS BAKERY

J DRUGS

J MENS SHOES

JERUSALEM 2 PIZZA

OSTROVITZKY BAKERY

ROYAL PHARMACY

SATMAR MEATS

SANTANDER BANK

AVE K  
CHARLIE’S 

RAMI PIZZA EXPRESS

AVE U  
KOSHER PALACE
MUSKET

CONEY ISLAND  
BAGEL HOLE
HARRICO PHARMACY
MITTELMAN'S
MODERN CHEMIST
PAPERIFIC
SCHNITZI
SHELL STATION
TD BANK 
TIFERES STAM

NOSTRAND AVE  
KOFF'S BAKERY

KOLD KUTS TAKE OUT

MB VINEYARDS

MONACO CLEANERS

NOSH EXPRESS

PALACE CAFE 

PIZZA NOSH

SCHREIBER'S BAKERY

SHOP SMART

TORAH TREASURES

WOLF'S GROCERY

KINGS HIGHWAY  
CHASE BANK

DEAR DRUGS

FRUITS A PLENTY

JERUSALEM GLATT

KOSHER HUT PIZZA

MARINE PARK  
DOUBLE HEADER

MR. NOSH

MY FAVORITE BAGEL

SUGAR RUSH

SUPERMARKET OF AVE. N

KENSINGTON  
KORN'S BAKERY
PIZZA KING

13TH AVENUE  
AMNON'S PIZZA
BANK OF AMERICA
BINGO
CAPITAL ONE BANK

CHASE BANK
CHASE BANK
GOURMET GLATT
GRAND STERLING
HSBC BANK 
ICE CREAM CENTER
INVESTORS BANK 
MEGA 53
NORTHFIELD BANK

SANTANDER BANK
SHELL STATION
STRAUSS BAKERY
SIZZLE
VALLEY NATIONAL BANK
ZION

14-15TH AVENUE  
FOOD SPOT
MOLLY'S JEWELRY

PAPERIFIC
SHREIBERS BAKERY
YOSSI'S

16TH AVENUE  
BERKSHIRE BANK 
DAGAN PIZZA STORE
DUANE READE
EINHORNS
FISCHMAN'S GROCERY

GROSS BAKERY
KAFF'S KAFE
KIDDUSH CUP
KOSHER MEATS
LIEB PHARMACY
MITTELMANS
MOTI’S PIZZA
MR. BOCHNER
SANTANDER BANK 

SATMAR MEATS

18TH AVENUE  
BP SUPERMARKET

HADAR GEULAH

MENDEL'S PIZZA

MENDELSONS PIZZA

THE WINERY

WISSER SUPERMARKET

CEDARHURST 
BAGEL DELIGHT

BANK OF AMERICA

CAPITAL ONE BANK

CHASE BANK

CITIBANK

CRAWFORDS

DIME SAVINGS BANK

EZRA PHARMACY

GOURMET GLATT

OH NUTS

PIZZA AND BOUREKAS

WOK TOV

Z. BERMAN

FAR ROCKAWAY 
FRANKELS

PIZZA WORLD

LAWRENCE 
J2 PIZZA

MEISNERS

SEASONS SUPERMARKET

SUNFLOWER CAFÉ

TRADITIONS

WAFFELINO

F I V E  T O W N S :

B O R O  P A R K :

F L A T B U S H :

Q U E E N S :

L A K E W O O D :

P A S S A I C :

KEW GARDENS HILLS 
ARON'S SUPERMARKET

BRACH’S

CHASE

JUDAICA & STAM

KOSHER FISH MARKET

LABELLA PIZZA

MEAL MART 

MENDY’S BAKERY 

NAOMI’S PIZZA 

SEASONS

SHIMON’S PIZZA 

WASSERMAN’S 

KEW GARDENS 
BLUE RIBBON

BOOKMANS 

ROSENBLUM’S 

AISLE 9

BLUE RIBBON

BONKY’S ICE CREAM

BOOKMANS MEAT

CHASE BANK

CLASSY CLEANERS

DELTA GAS STATION

DELUX

DR. SHANIK

EAT A PITA

EVERGREEN

FARM FRESH

FELDMANS

FOODEX 

FOUR CORNERS - COUNTYLINE

GELBSTEIN
GOURMET GLATT 

HERSHEYS

JERUSALEM GLATT

JUDAICA PLAZA
JUST 4 WHEELS

KOLLEL SUPERMARKET
KORNS BAKERY

KOSHER GYM

KOSHER VILLAGE

KOSHER WEST
LAKEWOOD CLEANERS
LAKEWOOD COURTYARD
LAKEWOOD GYM
LAKEWOOD JUDAICA

MADISON PHARMACY

MR. CLIPPER 

LEISURE CHATEAU 

MUNICIPLE BUILDING

REFUAH PHAR. - WESTGATE

REFUAH PHAR. - COUNTYLINE

SEASONS

SHLOMIES 

SOUTH SIDE SANDWICH SHOP

SPRINKLES 

SRULLY’S MECHANIC
SUPER STOP
TORAH UMESORAH
WESTGATE PHARMACY
YAPTCHIK

YUSSI’S

UPPER EAST SIDE  
CONG. ORACH CHAIM

SABAS PIZZA

UPPER WEST SIDE  
BOYANNE SHTEIBEL
CONG. OHAV SHOLOM

CONG. HEICHAL MOSHE 
 SABAS PIZZA 

SEASONS
SUNFLOWER CAFE NYC

BY THE WAY BAKERY
WEST SIDE JUDAICA

M A N H A T T A N :

M O N S E Y :
WESLEY HILLS  
BUBBA BAGELS
CRAVES
WESLEY KOSHER

TUVIA'S AREA 
BARBER SHOP

BLEW CLOTHING
EXXON GAS
TUVIA'S
MECHEL'S TAKE-OUT
MONSEY GLATT
LIFEPLEX

SHELL STATION

ATRIUM AREA 
ALL FRESH SUPERMARKET
CHASE
EVERGREEN
OH NUTS

SHELL GAS STATION
TOWN SQUARE

59 &306 AREA  
MONSEY BBQ
MAZAL CLEANERS
ACCESSORIES PLUS

BABER SHOP
PURPLE PEAR
REDLICIOUS

ROCKLAND KOSHER AREA  
BAGEL STORE
GREENBAUMS PHARMACY

SHOPPER HAVEN
TRADING POST

MAPLE AVE.  
HATZLOCHO GROCERY

SOUTH MONSEY  
NEWDAY

BAGEL MUNCH KING OF DELANCY KOSHER CONNECTION
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THE VILLAGE FOR SHOPPING

DOES NOT INCLUDE 
METERED PARKING ON STREETS

DOES NOT INCLUDE
PERMIT PARKING IN LOTS

SHOP  DINE

For the Holidays
Stroll

&


