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1. Introduction 

In a gem from 1983 Jay H. J asanoff showed that different IE languages 
show traces of a preterit that was characterized by *-a- « *-ehr )1. 

Branches showing reflexes of the IE 'a-Preterit' are: 

Baltic. In Baltic the spread of the 'a-preterit' eliminated the root 
and thematic aorist (cf. Lith. 3sg. bego 'ran', bildo 'woke up', 
gulifjo 'lay', sake 'said', etc.) 

Slavic. In Slavic the 'second-stem' aorist and the infinitive show 

-a- (cf. e.g. OCS 1 sg. il2Q, Inf. *lbzati 'to lick' Aor. lizaxb) 

Italic. In Latin a-forms are to be found in the imperfect of the 
verb 'to be' (eram, -as, -at, etc.), in the pluperfect (cf. e.g. 
dIxeram 'I have said', -as, -at, etc.), in the imperfect (cf. e.g. 
tacebam 'J was silent', -as, -at, etc.) and in the present subjunctive 
of thematic verbs (cf. e.g. from dUci5 'I lead': dUcaIn, -as, -at, 
etc.) as well as the cognate formations in Osco-Umbrian (Osc. 
kahad 'capiat', Umbr. dirsa 'det', etc.) 

Celtic. Celtic has -a- in the pr~sent subjunctive of thematic verbs 
(cf. e.g. heraid, 'bera 'may carry') 

Greek. Greek exhibits -a- in formations like the Epidaurian aorist 
sssppva 'flew out' 

;: 
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Clear remnants of the IE *-a- < *-ehr preterit formative in Tocharian can 
be found within the Tocharian preterit,2 particularly in one class of the 
active participle of the preterit as was assumed by the 'Jubilar'. 

2. The Tocharian Preterit Participles 

In general there are four types or classes of the preterit active participle in 
Toch. B and two in Toch. A. The Toch. participles go back to the PIE 
perfect active participle in *-1)es-I*-1)os-I*-us- (see Pedersen 1941: 111, 
KrausefThomas 1960: 261, Van Windekens 1979: 76-79, Adams 1981) 
and were inflected amphikinetically. P6rhallsd6ttir (1988: 184-191) gives 
an accurate account of the pre-history of the Toch. B participles. In 
summarizing P6rhallsd6ttir's results we can set up the following picture: 3 

I. Unreduplicated participle4 to monosyllabic roots: 

e.g. ltu/ltuwe9 

Nom. sg. *-C-u1)us > *-Cuvvas > *-Cuw > -u 

Obl. *-C-u 1)OS > > 

II. Reduplicated participle to roots with long root-vowel, which do not 
form subjunctive V: 5 

e.g. yamu/yam09 

Nom. sg. *-C-u1)us > *-Cawas > *-Caw > -u 

ObI. *-C-U1)OS > *-Caw(Rs> -0$
6 

III. U nreduplicated participle to preterit class 17 : 

e.g. kaIpau, -owlkiilp09 

Nom. sg. *-a-1)us > *-awas > *-aw > -au, -ow 8 

ObI. *-a-1)os > *-8W(RS > -0$ 
9 

IV. Reduplicated participle to preterit class I. This participle belongs to 
roots with long root-vocalism, which form subjunctive V: 

e.g. papalkau/papa1ka9 

NOill. sg. *-a-1)us > *-awas > *-aw > -au 

ObI. *-a-lJos > *-aW(RS > 

2 
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3. Preterit Participle III 

According to Jasanoff apud Porhallsdottir (1988: 2067) the class I preterit 
represents a conflation of earlier preterits in stem-final PIE *H > PToch. 
*-/3- and preterits with the notorious stem-final suffix PIE *-ehr > PToch. 
*-~-. This particular formative PToch. *-~- < *-ehr of the IE 'a-preterit' 
survives only as the stem vowel in the preterit participle III of the type 
kiilpaul-ow, kiilpo$, whereas it was replaced by the productive preterit 
marker *-a- in the associated finite paradigm of class I preterits as Jasanoff 
(1992: 151 25 , 2003: 162) points out. Unfortunately, until now no data 
collection for preterit participle III corresponding to class I preterits has 
been made. 

What follows is a presentation of the evidence of the class I preterit 
verbs that have a preterit participle III next to them. 10 

4. Preterit Participle III besides Class I Preterits 

~ata- [Akata_] 'to strew' 

pret. I3pl. act. stare (MQ) pret. ptcp. III ktaulktow 

Bkatk::i- (katk::i-] 'to cross, pass' 

pret. I 3sg. act. satka pret. ptcp. III katkau, katkm} 

Bkarka- (karka-] 'to rob, to steal, to remove' 

pret. I 3sg. med. karkate pret. ptcp. III karkau, karko$ 

Bkarya_ 'to buy, to trade' 

pret. I 3sg. med. karyate pret. ptcp. ill karyau, karyo$ 

Bkarsa_ [Akarsa-] 'to know, to understand, to recognize' 

pret. I 3sg. act. sarsa pret. ptcp. III karsau, karso$ 

Bkarsta- [Akarsta-] 'to cut off, destroy' 

pret. I 3sg. act. karsta pret. ptcp. III karstau, karsto$ 
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BkaIa [Akarsta-] 'to lead, to bring' _ 

prel. I 3sg. act. sala prel. ptcp. III kalau 

BkaIpa_ [AkalpEi-] 'to optain' 

pret. I 3sg. act. kalpa pret. ptcp. III kaIpau, kaIp09 

pret. I 3pl. med. kaltsante preL ptcp. III kaltsau, kalts09 (MQ) 


Bktiska- 'to destroy, to scatter' 


pret. I 3pl. med. kaskante pret. ptep. III kaskau, kask09 


BkutkEi_ [AkutkEi-] 'to embody, to incarnate' 


pret. I 1 pI. act. sutkam prel. ptcp. III kutk09 


bkdimpa- [Akrampa_] 'to be hindered, to be disturbed' 


prel. I 2sg. act. krampasta prel. ptcp. III kramp09 

B1ama_ [BHimEi_] 'to sit' 

pret. I 3sg. act. lyama pret. ptep. III Imau, Im09 

B1ita_ [Alita_] 'to fall (down, off)' 

pret. I 3sg. act. lita prel. ptcp. III lit au 

Blipa_ [Alita_] 'to remain, to be left over' 

pret. I 3sg. act. lipa pret. ptcp. III lip09 

Blua _ [Alua_] 'to send' 

pret. I 3sg. act. lyuwa pret. ptep. IIIlw09 

prel. ptcp. III waks09ne 

4 
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Bwatkl:i- 'to decide, to differ' [Awatkl:i_ 'to separate, to be separated] 

pret. 13sg. act. watka pret. ptep. III watkau, watko$ 

- .. 

(MQ) 

Bwarp2i_ [Bwarp2i_] 'to feel' 

pret. I 3sg. med. warpate 

Bwik2i_ [Awik2i_] 'to disappear' 

pret. I 3 s g. act. wlka 

pret. ptep. III wantau (MQ), wanto$ 

pret. ptcp. III warpau (MQ), warpO$ 

pret. ptep. III wlauwa, wlo$ 

pret. ptcp. III wiko$3rp. 

Bpanna_ 'to stretch, to pull (out, up) [Apanwa_ 'to stretch] 


pret. I 3sg. act. pinna pret. ptcp. III pannau/pannowo (5) 


Bparkl:i_ [Aparka_] 'to arise, to become clear' 


pret. I 3sg. act. parka pret. ptcp. III parkau (MQ)(parkawo (5) 


Bparsa_ [Aparsa_] 'to sprinkle, to spray' . 


pret. I 3sg. med. parsate pret. ptcp. III parsau 11 


Bparska- [Aparsk'i-] 'to be afraid' 


pret. I 3sg. act. parska (MQ) pret. ptcp. III parskau/parsko~, parsko$ 


Bpalk'i_ 'to see, to look (at, up)' [ApaIkl:i_ 'to see'] 


pret. I 3sg. act. palyka pret. ptcp. III palkau/palkowwa, palko$ 


pret. I 3sg. act. palska pret. ptcp. III palsko$ 
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Bputka- [Aputka_] 'to divide, to separate, to distinguish' 


pret. I 3sg. med. putkate pret. ptcp. III putkowa (5), putkO$ 


Bprutka- [Aprutkii-] 'to be shut, to be filled' 


pret. I 3sg. aet. prutkare pret. ptep. III prutkauwa 


pret. I 3pl. med. mkante pret. ptep. III mkauwa 

Bmank1- 'to be inferior, to lack' [Amank'i- 'to be inferior'] 

pret. I lsg. med. mankawa pret. ptep. III mankau 

Bmarsii_ [Amarsii_] 'to forget' 

pret. I 3sg. aet. marsa prel. ptep. III marsau/marsaui.t (MQ), 
marso$ 

pret. ptep. III mlo$ 

Bmi;ilkii- 'to put on (weapons, jewelry) (mi;ilkii- 'to put together'] 

pret. I 3sg. med. malkate prel. ptep. III malkau (MQ)/malko (MQ) 

prel. ptep. ITI matstsorsa 

Bmikii_ 'to shut (the eyes)' 

pret. ptep. ill mikoi.t, miko$ 

Bmusii_ 'to raise, to be pulled up' [Bmusii_ 'to rise'] 

pret. ptep. ill musau 

B - A 
muska- [ muska-] 'to disappear, perish' 


pret. ptep. III muskau 
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Bsatk1- [Asatka_] 'to spread out' 

pret. I 3pl. act. satkare 

Bsalki:l- 'to pull, to show' 

pret. I 3sg. med. salkate 

Bsalpi:l_ [Asalpa_] 'to glow' 

pret. I 3sg. act. salpa 

B . slya- 'to sweat' 

Bstama.- [Astama._] 'to stand' 

pret. I 3 s g. act. sarna 

prel. ptcp. III satkau 

pret. ptcp. ill salko~arpts 

prel. ptcp. III salpowsai (5) 

prel. ptcp. III siyau 

pret. ptcp. III stmau, stmo~ 

pret. ptcp. III spantauwa, spanto~ 

Bsparka- [Asparka-] 'to disappear, to perish' 


pret. I 3sg. act. sparka-ne (5) 

Bsrllka- 'to die' [Asruka- 'to kill] 


prel. I 3sg. act. sroka 


Bslappa- 'to fall into, to sink in' 


Btsfui.ka_ 'to (a)rise 

prel. I 3sg. act. tsama 

pret. ptcp. III sparkau, sparko~ 

prel. ptcp. III srukau, sruko~ 

pret. ptcp. III sIappo~ 

pret. ptcp. III tsfui.kau/tsaTIkowwa (MQ), 
tsfui.ko~ 

Btsama- [Atsama_] 'to grow, to increase, to come into being' 

pret. I 3sg. act. tsama pret. ptcp. III tsmauwa, tsamo~ 
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BtsaIpa_ [AtsaJpa_] 'to pass away, to be released, to be redeemed' 

pret. I 3sg. act. tsalpa pret. ptcp. III tsaJpau/tsaIpowo, 
tsalpo$/tsalpo$o 

Btsuwa_ 'to attach oneself, to stick to, being stuck together' [Atsuwa- 'to 

stick together, to obey] 


pret. I 3sg. act. tsuwa pret. ptep. III tsauwa, tSWO$ 


Btarka- [Atiirk-] 'to dismiss, to emit' 


pret. I 3sg. act. earka pret. ptep. III tarkau, tarko$ 


Btuka_ 'to hide oneself, to seek refuge in' [Atpuka_ 'to hide'] 

pret. ptep. III tukau 

Btrika_ 'to go astray, to be confused' [Atrika- 'to be confused, to faint'] 

pret. I 3sg. act. trika (MQ) pret. ptep. III trikau, trikO$ 

Btriwa- 'to be mixed, to shake' [Atriwa_ 'to be mixed'] 

pret. I 3pl. act. triware pret. ptep. III triWO$ 

Btwasa- 'to shine' [Btwasa- 'to bum'] 

pret. ptep. III tWO$ 

Bnatka- [Anatk- 'to hold distant, to push away'] 


pret. I 3pl. act. natka (MQ) pret. ptep. III natkau/natkowo 


B 
nuka- 'to swallow' 


pret. petp. III nukowa (MQ) 


pret. petp. III ykauwo, yko$arp.ts 

Byaksa- [Ayaksa-] 'to entangle, to embrace' 

pret. petp. ITI yaksau (MQ) 
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B yartta_ [Ayartta_] 'to drag' 


pret. I 3sg. act. yartta-ne pret. pctp. III yarttau (MQ), yarto$ 


Byui'l_ 'to ripen' 

pret. pctp. III ywauwa 

B -	 A 
yuka_ [ yuka-] 'to overcome, to conquer' 

pret. I 3sg. act. yuka-ne pret. pctp. III yukau, yuko$ 

Branki'l_ 'to ascend, to mount, to climb up' 


pret. I 3sg. act. ratika pret. petp. III rankau (MQ), rfuikormerp. 


Brita_ [Arita_] 'to seek, to long for, to cherish (a wish), 


pret. I 3sg. med. Iitate pret. pctp. III ritau, rito$ 


Brite"- [Aritwa_] 'to be attached, to be linked to, to persist, to be suitable' 


pret. I 3sg. act. ritta pret. pctp. III rittau/rittowo, rittO$ 


pret pctp. III rukau 

B -	 . B ruka- 'to (re)move, to take off, to doff' [ ruka- 'to (re)move'] 

preL I 3sg. med. rotkate preL pctp. III rutko$ 
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Notes 

1 For earlier treatments see Szemerenyi 1990: 279-281. 

2 For general synchronic account of the preterit and its participles in Tocharian 
A see SIEG/SIEGLINo/SCHULZE 1931: 363-384, for Tocharian B cf. Krause 
1952: 154-192, for an overview of the preterit in both languages cf. 
Krause/Thomas 1960: 237-254. Studies with special emphasis on the history 
of certain preterit classes and their formation are Schulze 1924, Lindeman 
1972, lasanoff 1984 and 1988, Ringe 1990, SchmidtIWinter 1992, Adams 
1994, Saito 1997, Schmidt 1997, Widmer 2001 and Malzahn (forthcoming). 

3 For the details as well as discussion of earlier treatments see p6rhallsd6ttir 
1988: 184-191. 

4 According to Winter (1994: 299f.) this type had lost its reduplication even in 
Common-Toch. 

S In Toch. A this class conforms to the participles ending in -u, -unto 

6 Hilmarrson (1988: 512) assumes a sound law according to which PIE *-0 
standing in a final syllable gave closed Proto-Toch. *9. This Proto-Tach. *9 
resulted according to Hilmarrson to Tach. B -u in absolute final position, in 
protected position on· the other hand it turned to -0-, so we would get nom. sg. 
-u < *-99 < *-90S, whereas a development -0$ < *-99$- would show up in the 
obI. 
7 In Tach. A this class conforms to the participles ending in -0, -onto 

8 For the alternation of -of-ow > -au in respect to chronology of the texts see 
Stumpf 1990: 79ff. rejecting Winter's (1955) dialectal interpretation. 
9 According to Hilmarsson (1988: 512) this class is thematic going back to 

*-o-uos-, but there seems to be no evidence in favor this claim. 

10 The collection is based on Sieg/Siegling 1921, 1949, 1953, Levi 1933, 
Filiozat 1948, Krause 1952, Broomhead 1963, Schmidt 1986, 
li1WinterlPinault 1998 and Malzahn (forthcoming). 

11 Only in Krauseffhomas (1960: 240). 
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