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ABSTRACT 
A new genus of the subtribe Habenariinae (Orchidaceae), Renzorchis Szlach. 
& Olsz., is described and illusrrated. Its taxonomic position is briefly discus­
sed. 
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RÉSUMÉ 
U n nouveau genre de la sous- t r ibu des Habenar i inae (Orchidaceae) , 
Renzorchis Szlach. & Olsz., esr décrir et illustré. Sa position taxonomique est 
brièvemenr discutée. 

A c c o r d i n g to D R F . S S I . E R ( 1 9 9 3 ) , t he s u b t r i b e 

Habenar i inae Benrh. (Orchidoideae , Orchideae) 

includes 932 species and 2 3 genera. W h i l e exam­

in ing materials to the book on the gynos t emium 

s t r u c t u r e in t h e o r d e r O r c h i d a l e s t h e s e n i o r 

a u t h o r came to the conclusion that this g roup , as 

m a n y o the r s , is h ighly p o l y m o r p h i c . Based o n 

t h e g y n o s t e m i u m m o r p h o l o g y , S Z L A C H E T K O 

(1995) proposed to dis t r ibute genera inc luded in 

H a b e n a r i i n a e sensu D R E S S E E R ( 1 9 9 3 ) b e t w e e n 

H e r m i n i i n a e Sz lach . , A n d r o c o r y t i n a e Sch l t r . , 

P l a t a n t h e r i n a e Schl t r . a n d H a b e n a r i i n a e sensu 

stricto. W e a r e a w a r e t h a t s u c h g e n e r a as 

Habenaria Wi l ld . and Cynorkis T h o u a r s are poly­

m o r p h i c t h e m s e l v e s , a t least as c o n s i d e r s t h e 

gynos temium and flower morphology, and require 

t axonomic revisions. 

T h e g y n o s t e m i u m s t r u c t u r e in H a b e n a r i i n a e 

can be defined as follow: s t igma bi lobed, stalked, 

fo rming s t igmaphores wi th the mos t apical parts 

fertile; rostel lum 3-lobed, b o t h lateral lobes elon­

gated in to rostel lophores, t e rmina ted usually by 

mass ive , firm v i sc id ia . A n t h e r w i t h t h e basal 

p a r t s f o r m i n g a n t h e r o p h o r e s , b e c o m i n g c o n ­

nected apically wi th rostel lophores. 

W h i l e s t u d y i n g h e r b a r i u m m a t e r i a l s f r o m 

G a b o n we f o u n d s p e c i m e n s w h i c h looks l ike 

Platycoryne Rchb . f. After detailed examina t ion , 
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however, it was obvious that ou r plants are no t 

Platycoryne, and even more , they are no t closely 

related to this genus . 

T h e u n i q u e feature of ou r orchid is the gynos-

t e m i u m s t r u c t u r e . R o s t e l l u m is 3 - lobed , w i t h 

very long a n d massive side lobes. N o t e w o r t h y is 

that they p roduce two small viscidia in their half 

length. An the rophores are na r row and distinctly 

s h o r t e r t h a n r o s t e l l o p h o r e s , a d n a t e t o t h e m 

mesotonically. In our o p i n i o n all these give good 

b a c k g r o u n d for e s t a b l i s h i n g a n e w g e n u s for 

these interest ing plants from G a b o n . 

R E N Z O R C H I S Szlach. & Olsz. , g en . nov. 

Ab omnibus generìbus subtribus Habenariinae structu­
ra gynostemio differt: rostellum trilobatum lobis laterali-
bus longis, solidis pendulisque viscidia minores in medio 
formanti; antberophori distincte breviores quam rostello-
phori in modo mesotonico connati. 

TYPE.—Renzorchis pseudoplatycoryne Szlach. & Olsz. 

E T Y M O L O G Y . — N a m e d in h o n o u r of Dr. J any 

R E N Z , B a s e l , a n e m i n e n t s p e c i a l i s t o f 

Habenar i inae . 

Fig. 1.—The g y n o s t e m i u m s t ruc ture of t he g e n u s Renzorchis Sz l ach . & Olsz. : A, s ide view; B, front view, s p r e a d ; C, apical part of 
ros te l lophore and a n t h e r o p h o r e ; D, front view. (SZLACHETKO & RUTKOWSKI, in prep . ) . 
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T h e genus Renzorcbis includes a sole species. 

Renzorchis pseudopla tycoryne Szlach. & Olsz. , 
sp . nov. 

Species unica generis, a habitu generi Platycoryne 
similis, sed labello trilobato, lobis laciniatis ciliatisque, 
petalo fere ad basin dissecto in segmentis inaequalibus 
duobus et calcare distincte breviori quam ovario pedun-
culoque. 

TYPE.—Tho l lons .n . , Gabon (holo-, P). 

Plants 35 -39 c m tall, erect, glabrous. Leaves 7-
8, d is t r ibuted in the lower thi rd of the s tem, u p 
to 7 c m long a n d to 1.5 c m wide , l inear- lanceo­
late, acute, erect-ascending, passed apically in the 
c u l i n e b r a c t s . C a u l i n e b r a c t s 4 - 6 , u p t o 
2.5(4) c m long, herbaceous , acute , as long as the 
i n t e r n o d e s , apical brac ts cil iate a long marg in s . 
Spike 9-10 c m long, 13-17-flowered, ra ther lax, 
m u l t i l a t e r a l . F lowers r a t h e r smal l , r e s u p i n a t e . 
Floral bracts 12 m m long, ovate wi th lanceolate 
apex, 3 -ne rved , h e r b a c e o u s , dense ly g l a n d u l a r 
a long marg ins a n d o n adaxial surface, g labrous 
o n abaxia l sur face . Pedicel 7 m m l o n g , e rec t , 
twisted, glabrous. O v a r y 11 m m long, papillate. 
Sepals th in , th ickened at apices, glabrous. Dorsal 
sepal 4 m m long, 2.1 m m wide , cuculiate, wi th 
3 , b ranched nerves. Lateral sepals 7.5 m m long, 
4 m m w i d e , o b l i q u e o v a t e , w i t h a c u t e apex , 
asymmetr ic . Petals glabrous, unequal ly bipart i te ; 
the upper par t 4 m m long, 0.6 m m wide , linear, 
o b t u s e , s i n g l e - n e r v e d ; t h e lower p a r t 11 m m 
long, 0.5 m m wide , linear, obtuse . Lip 3-lobed, 
m i n u t e l y p u b e s c e n t ; l obes d i v i d e d u p t o t h e 
base; the midd le o n e 11 m m long, 0.4 m m wide , 
linear, ob tuse , 3-nerved; side lobes 9 m m long, 

0 .3 m m wide , thread-l ike, obtuse , s ingle-nerved. 
S p u r 7 m m long , na r rowly cyl indr ica l -c lavate , 
subacute . G y n o s t e m i u m sessile. A n t h e r ca. 4 m m 
long, connec t ive nar row, apical par ts of thecae 
parallel, spreading basally. An the rophores half as 
long as roste l lophores , apically adna te to t h e m . 
Roste l lum 3-lobed, the midd le one shor ter t h a n 
connect ive, triangular, massive; side lobes finger­
like, slightly s igmoid, p roduce viscidia meso ton i -
cally. V i s c i d i u m smal l , m e m b r a n e o u s . Auricles 
r a t h e r large, ova te . S t i g m a p h o r e s cana l i cu la t e , 
pap i l l a t e o u t s i d e , w i t h e x p a n d e d apical p a r t s , 
fo rming a k ind of plates .—Figs. 1, 2 . 

E T Y M O L O G Y . — I n reference to the Platycoryne-
like habi t . 

D I S T R I B U T I O N . — K n o w n so far f rom G a b o n 

only. 
R E L A T I O N S H I P . — I n o u r o p i n i o n Renzorchis 

pseudoplatycoryne is o n l y d i s t a n t l y r e l a t e d t o 
Habenaria W i l l d . F r o m a n y o t h e r g e n u s o f 
H a b e n a r i i n a e , it is easily t o d i s t i n g u i s h by its 
a n t h e r o p h o r e s as l o n g as t h e h a l f o f ro s t e l l o ­
phores . 
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