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The Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold a virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call His
name Immanuel, which translated is, God with us.
(Is 7.14-15)

God is with us, understand all ye nations, and
submit yourselves, for God is with us.
(Is 8.9)

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given;
and the government shall be upon His shoulders,
and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor,
the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the
increase of His government and peace there will be
no end. (Is 9.6-7)
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CONGRATULATIONS TO HIS EMINANCE ARCHBISHOP DANIEZGON HIS INAMESDAY
THE FEAST DAY OF 2800 | ~

BITACMO BAC BIIAJIMKO JAIIAIE
3 IMEHWUHAMM - JTHEM
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Council of Bishops of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

ARCHPASTORAL LETTER FOR THE
FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
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Ghrist is Born! ,,”:,////.#/_

Glorify GFim! %

Our hearts are filled with joy on this Great Feast of the Nativity of our Lord and
all creation exalts in praise for Him — our Savior! This is our Faith, and it gives all
meaning to our lives — that God the Father in His abiding Love for us, has sent to
us His Only-Begotten Son, who has united with our humanity, so that we might be-
come one with Him through all eternity! He has descended to us so that we might
ascend with Him.

In all our joy, however, each day as we listen to the news and read our newspapers,
we are overwhelmed by the events of unrest and chaos that seem to plague our
world. Protests, corruption, rebellions, and political unrest seem to dominate the
airwaves. The invasion of Ukraine continues to devastate not only the totality of the
Ukrainian people, but the entire worldwide community as well. We still face the
challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic and its consequences for millions of us. We
still suffer from the divisions artificially created in society by those with personal
power and authority. We still endure what appears to be a culture of death that
fails to comprehend the sanctity of life as created by God. One might ask what is
happening to our world? Will this turmoil ever cease? These questions are thought
provoking and important especially today. We seek some peace and comfort in our
lives, and yet we are surrounded by noise and discomfort. This applies not just to
the world around us, but at times to our personal lives. Where will we find our
peace and comfort?

In the story of the Nativity of Christ and in the weeks of Philip’s Fast as we prepare
to celebrate this important Feast, we ask the Lord to instill some sense of peace and
comfort within us even during all the turmoil and activity that mark this time of the
year. Today, a Heavenly Light unlike the light of this world - the Star over @
Bethlehem - shines upon us, giving witness to the Nativity of the Christ
Child and reveals Him to be the Savior of the world. This Heavenly Light
fills our hearts with peace and comfort defining the path to fulfilment in
our daily lives. This Light of Christ fills our hearts, minds, souls, homes
and our love for God and for our neighbor.
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We pray that you all know that this Light fills us with that true love for each of
you, that you may be filled with this Light enabling you to redefine your rela-
tionship with God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit and the relationships with
every person-neighbor in your life. May your appreciation and gratitude for the
abundant blessings - the greatest Christmas Gifts of all from God Himself - be
manifested in your life by the way you strive to be and are a blessing to your
neighbors.

In the birth of Jesus Christ, creation received the Divine and humanity received
perfection. In the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the world received
redemption. The world still shows its brokenness and new scars are added each
day, but because of Jesus Christ, the Child in a manger Who became the man
on the cross, evil has been defeated and death has been conquered for all who
have faith in Him. A world of division and hatred is oftered a path of healing
and reconciliation. Broken hearts are restored. Lives weighed down by the bur-
den of despair are renewed and filled with hope. The darkness of sin and death
has forever been shattered by a Light that cannot be extinguished. Through the
Savior’s nativity, life, death and resurrection, the world has been saved from the
consequences of our own making. The Nativity of Jesus Christ has changed the
world! Therefore, amid life’s turmoil, noise, discomfort and even impatience, let
us allow that Light to shine upon us and through us upon the world.

We assure you of our unending prayers for you before God in the Holy Trinity -
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — and that your ability to rise above all the noise and
discomfort around you will enable you, through your inner peace and comfort,
to share the Light, Love, Joy and Hope of the Christ Child each day, with at least
one person in your life who needs Him the most.

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!

' + ANTONY
— I By the Grace of God, Metropolitan
’, ¢ + JEREMIAH
’ e By the Grace of God, Archbishop
+ DANIEL
By the Grace of God, Archbishop
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Cobop €nmckonis
Ykpaincokoi [pasocanasnoi Lepksu CLUIA

APXIITACTOPCBKE ITOCJIAHHA HA
CBATO PI3JABA I'OCITIOJAHBOI'O
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Xpucmoc

Ftapogueca!

Gaasimo Clozo!

PapmicTio HaIOBHIOIOTHCS Hallll CePILA Y e BeluKe cBsTo Pisnsa locriogHboro i Bce
TBOPiHHA Ipocnak/se Hamoro Cracutens! e vamma Bipa, i caMe BOHa HaJla€ yBech
ceHC HamoMy Xuttio — bor Otenn y Croiit HeBrmHHI J/[1000Bi 10 Hac HoCTaB
HaM Coro €nunopopHoro CrHa, AKuit cTaB OJHUM i3 Hac, o6 MU MOI/IM CTaTH
opHuM i3 Hum Ha BCro BivnicTh! BiH 3iI0B /10 HAC, 1100 MU MOI/IM IiHATUCA
pasoM 3 Hum.

Ta nonpm 10 pajicTb, WOAHA CAYXaluM HOBMHM Ta YMTAKYM Ta3€TH, MU
3QIMIIAEMOCH TPUTOIOMIIEHMMHU TUMHU TIOJIiSIMU, IIOBHMMHU XBUW/IKBAHD Ta CYETH,
AKi, 3[A€EThCA, OXOIWIN Hall CBIiT. [IporecTy, KOpymitisd, MOBCTAHHA Ta MOTITHYHI
3aBOPYLIEHHS, 1¢ Te L[0 JOMiHye Ha HallMX HOBMHAX. BTOPrHeHHS B YKpaiHy
MIPOZIOBKYE HULIUTH He TUIBKM YKPAIHCHKMIT HApPO/, a I YCIO CBITOBY CIIIBHOTY.
Mu TakoX 111e CTUKAEMOCS 3 Buknmkamu nasjemii Covid-19 ta 1l Hacnigkamu s
MiNbiOHIB i3 Hac. MU 10Ci TOTePIaEMO Bifi PO3KOJIB, IITYYHO CTBOPEHUX Y HALIIOMY
CYCHiIbCTBI yepe3 0coOUCTy By Ta MOBHOBLKEHHA. MU Bce llle Teprnumo re,
1[0 3[AETHCS KY/IBTYPOIO CMEPTI, SIKA BCe 1ile He MOXKe 30arHy Ty CBSTOCTI JKUTTS,
cTBOpeHoro borom. BuHukae mutanH4, W0 BiTOyBaeTbca 3 HamMM CcBiToM? Yn
NPUNVHUTLCA KONMUCH 11eit Oesnmaz? 11i peui coHyKawTh HAC JI0 PO3IYMIB, AKi €
BOX/IMBUMHU 0COOMMBO CLOTOIHI. MM TParHeMo CIOKOK Ta 3aTHIIKY B HAIIOMY
JKUTTI, 2 HAC OTOYYE HECIOKIiL. I e He e 1po CBiT HABKOIO HAC, ajle 4acoM i
po Hauie ocobucre xurTsA. To e K HaM 3HANTH CBIil CIIOKIi Ta 3aTUIIOK?

Bicropii Pisgsa Xpucrtosoro i 4ac ITocty IIummiBKu, TOTYROYMCDH 10 CBATKYBAHHSA
1bOTO BAXK/IMBOTO CBSITA, MU TIPOCHMO 10CII0/1a BCE/IUTH Y HAC BIIMYTTS MUPY Ta
3ATUINKY IIif 4ac YCiX MOTPACIHB i cyerH, AKi XapakTepHi [1d L€l IOpM POKY.
Crorogni Hebecne Cpitno — Budneemcbka 3ipka, Ha BigMiHy Bif cBiTia
LbOr'O CBITY, CA€ HaJ HaMu, cijtdadn 1po Piznso Hemosnsarn Xpucra i
BimkpuBae Voro nam Criacutenem cgity. Lle He6ecHe CBiT/0 HalOBHIOE
Halll cepiiag MUPOM i 3aTUIIIKOM, TPOK/IAJIAYN IIIAX 10 CTIOBHEHHS Y
HAaoMy noBcskaeHHomMy xutti. e Cpirno Xpucra HanoBHOE Haumi
cepls, po3ymu, AYIi, OCesli; BOHO HAIIOBHIOE i HAITY nboB 1o bora Ta
10 OIMXKHBOTO.
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Mu Momumocst, o6 1e CBiTI0 HAMOBHUIO HAC CIPABKHBLOKW MHOOBH0 10
KOXKHOTO 3 Bac, MOMMMOCA wo0 i Bu HANOBHWIMCH 1uMm CBIiTaOM, KOTpe
JO3BOIUTH BaM liepeocmucanTy Bawi BigHocuuu 3 borom Oruem, CuHoM i
Cearum JlyxoM i BiTHOCHHY 3 KOKHUM O/MIDKHIM y BammoMy >KuTTi. Hexait Bamra
B/IAYHICTD 3a pACHI OmarocmoBeHHsA — Haitkpamii Pisgeani ITopapysku 3 ycix,
KOTpi noxopATh Bifi CaMoro bora, IposBIAeThCA Y BAIIOMY XKUTTI uepes Te, K
BY Hamaraerechb Oy T i € O/1arocoBeHHAM JUId BAIINX ONVKHIX.

Y HapomxeHnHi Icyca Xpucra TBOpiHHA OoTpuMano boxkecTBo, a JIOACTBO -
NOCKoHasicTh. Yepe3 cMmepTh i BockpecinHa Icyca Xpucra, CBiT oTpuMmas
BUKYIUIeHHA. CBiT BCe 1Ie JIEMOHCTPYE CBOK TO/AMAaHICThL i HOBI mIpaMmn
OOJAKTbCA WOAHA, ane depes Icyca Xpucra, Jura B acrax, Korpe crano
4O/IOBIKOM Ha Xpecri, 3/10 Oy/10 1lepeMoyeHe i CMepThb HO0/IaHA JYIf BCIX TUX,
XT0 Ma€ Bipy B Hporo. Cpir poskosy Ta HEHaBUCTI OTpUMaB LULAX 311i/IeHHS
Ta NpUMUpPeHH:A. Po30KTI ceplisa CIOBHWINICH BiTHOBNEHHA. JKUTTA, 00TsKeHi
TATapeM BiJ[YaK, OHOBUJIMCA Ta CIIOBHUAUCA Hafiew. Tempsasy rpixa i cmepri
HaszaBXau po3scigHo CBITIOM, siKe HEMOX/IMUBO 3TacUTH. Hepe3 HapOIDKeHH,
JKUTTHA, CMEPTh i BOCKpeciHHA CracuTens, CBiT BPATOBAHO Bijj HACHI/IKIB, AKi
mu creopwin cami. Pisgso Icyca Xpucra sminwio csir! Tomy cepen sxurreBoi
METYIIHI, IIYMY, HECIIOKOIO | HaBiTh HETEPIIHHsA, JaBaiiTe JO3BOIUMO LILOMY
CeiT/y CAATH HA HAC, @ Yepes3 HaC Ha CBIT.

3JaneBHAEMO BAC Y HAIIMX HECKIHYEHHMX MOMMTBAX 3a Bac nepen borom y
Cearinn Tpiiiui — Oreuem, Cunom i Jyxom Cesatum — wob Bawa 35aTHICTH
MiHATICA HaJ, yCIM IIYMOM 1 MeTYLIHel0 HaBKOJIO Bac YMOK/IMBI/IA Bac, Yepes
CBiil BHYTPilIHIN CrIOKiil Ta 3aTuInok, fginntuca Ceitnom, T6os’ w0, Pajictio Ta
Hapiero Xpucra i3 nprHaMMHI OJ{HIER TIOIVHOK HOJIHS ¥ BALIOMY JKUTTI, SKa
norpebye Voro naiibinbiue.

XPUCTOC HAPOJIMBCA! CTABIMO M1OTO!

+ AHTOHIN
3 Brazodami Boxcoi, Mumpononum

+ EPEMIS
3 Brazooami boxcoi, Apxienuckon

+ JAHUIN
3 Bnazooami Boxcot, Apxienuckon
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GRACE, MERCY AND PEACE FROM THE SAVIOR CHRIST BORN IN BETHLEHEM
Most honorable brother hierarchs,

Beloved children in the Lord,

Today our Holy Church celebrates the Nativity in the flesh of the pre-eternal Son and Word of God, this “foreign
and strange mystery” that “was concealed from ages and from generations” (Col. 1:26). In Christ, the truth about
God and humankind is definitively revealed, as St. Cyril of Alexandria so theologically explains: “We are human by
nature, but He condescended to what is contrary to divine nature for the sake of love and became man. We are
servants of God by nature as His creation, but He became a servant once again, contrary to divine nature when He
became man. But the reverse also holds true: He is God in essence, and we are, by grace, able to ascend to what
is contrary to human nature. For we are human, and He is the Son by nature, yet we too become sons by status
inasmuch as we are called to fellowship in Him."[1]

“Know the truth, and the truth shall set you free” (Jn. 8:32). Our Lord Jesus Christ is “the way and the truth and
the life” (Jn. 14:6), the liberator of man “from enslavement to the enemy.” There is no life and liberty without the
Truth or outside the Truth. Giving any meaning we desire to our life is not freedom, but the contemporary version
of original sin, our self-enclosure within self-sufficient and self-serving independence, without a perception for
truth as a relationship with God and our fellow human beings. Christmas is the time for self-knowledge, for
understanding the difference between “God becoming man” and “man acting as god.” It is the time for awareness
of the Christian teaching that “we do not speak of man becoming divine, but of God becoming human.’[2]

The message of the good news about Christmas today echoes alongside the din of war and the clash of weapons in
Ukraine, which is experiencing the horrible consequences of a provocative and unjust invasion. For us Christians,
all wars are the murder of our brothers; they are all civil wars, which as the Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox
Church proclaimed, are “the result of the presence of evil and sin in the world.”[3] In the case of Ukraine, the words
of St. Gregory Palamas about his contemporaneous bloody conflicts among Orthodox believers in Thessaloniki
are still more relevant: “For their common nurturing mother is the holy Church and devotion, whose chief and
perfecter is Christ, the genuine Son, who is not only our God, but who also deigned it appropriate to be our brother
and Father!"[4]

In the person of Christ, the “recapitulation” of all has been achieved, the emergence of unity within the human race
and the sanctity of the human person, the opening of the way toward the “likeness of God,” and the revelation of
the peace “that surpasses all understanding” (Phil. 4:10). Christ is “our peace” (Eph. 2:14), and it is to Christ that
the historic and emblematic Sacred Church of “Holy Irene” is dedicated in the City of Constantine.

Our Savior blesses the “peacemakers,” for “they shall be called children of God” (Matt. 5:9); He promotes the
notion of righteousness and love, even toward our enemies. In the Divine Liturgy, the Orthodox Church prays “for
the peace from above” and “for the peace of the whole world.” And during the Liturgy of Basil the Great, we pray to
and glorify the Giver of all good things: “Grant us your peace and your love, Lord our God; for you have granted us
all things.” As recipients and supreme beneficiaries of all things from God, we are obliged more than anyone else to
strive for peace in accordance with the scriptural: “To the one that has received much, more will be demanded” (Lk.
12:48). In this sense, all that is enacted by Christians contrary to this principle does not primarily affect Christianity
but rather those who live contrary to the divine commandments.

Never in the history of humankind has peace among peoples been a condition taken for granted. Instead, it was
everywhere and always the result of inspired initiatives, of courage and self-sacrifice, of resistance to violence
and rejection of war as a means of resolving differences, and a perpetual struggle for justice and protection of
human dignity. Their contribution to peace and reconciliation constitutes the primary criterion for the credibility
of religions. Within religious traditions, there are undoubtedly motivations not only for inner peace, but also for
the advancement and establishment of societal peace and overcoming aggression in relations between people
and nations. This is especially significant in our time when the position is maintained that peace will ensure due
to economic development, a rise in living standards, and progress in science and technology through digital
communication and the internet. We are convinced that there can be no peace among people and civilizations
without peace among religions without dialogue and collaboration. Faith in God strengthens our effort for a world
of peace and justice, even when that effort confronts humanly unsurpassable hurdles. At any rate, it is unacceptable
for representatives of religions to preach fanaticism and fan the flames of hatred.

Most reverend brothers and beloved children,

Christ is born; glorify Him. Christ is descending from the heavens; come and meet Him. Christ is on earth; rise up to
greet Him! Adhering to the exhortation of our holy predecessor on the Throne of the Church of Constantinople, let
us celebrate the nativity of the world’s Savior with spiritual joy, “not in an earthly, but in a heavenly manner,” avoiding
“everything superfluous and unnecessary; especially when others - made of the same clay and combination - are
suffering hunger and poverty."[5] We pray that all of you may enjoy a prayerful and glorious Holy Twelve Days of
Christmas, like a genuine fullness of time and radiance of the light of eternity. May the coming 2023 prove - by the
goodness and grace of the Divine Word that became flesh for us and for our salvation - to be a period of peace,
love, and solidarity, truly a year in the righteousness of our Lord!

We wish you many blessed years!
Christmas 2022

+ Bartholomew of Constantinople
Fervent supplicant of all before God

[1] Cyril of Alexandria, Thesaurus on the Holy and Consubstantial Trinity, PG 75.561.
[2] John of Damascus, Exact Exposition of the Orthodox Faith, PG 94.988.

[3] The Mission of the Orthodox Church in Today's World, IV, 1.

[4] Gregory Palamas, On Peace with One Another, PG 151.10.

[5] Gregory the Theologian, On the Feast of Theophany, or the Nativity of Christ, PG 36.316.
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Ycin nosHoTi Liepkeu

Bnaropgatb, MunicTb i Mup Big Xpucta Cnacutens HapogykeHoro y Budneemi.
YecHiwi 6paTTa Apxuepei,

Bosntob6neHi yaga y locnog,,

CborogHi Hawa CesaTa LlepkBa cBsaTKye HapoaykeHHs y naoTi npeagiyHoro CuHa i Cnosa Boxoro, Lo «4y»ky Ta
[OVBHY TAEMHULLIO», AKA «Bif, BiKiB i Big, NOKO/iHb 3axoBaHa» (Koa. 1:26). Y XpucTi ocTaToYHO BiAKPMBAETLCA NpaBaa
npo borai ntoauHy, Ky no 60roc10BCbKM nosicHoe cB. Kupunao OnekcaHapiicbKuii: «Mu ntoam 3a npupoaoto, ane
BiH 3apagu ntob60Bi cNycTUBCS A0 TOro, WO CyrnepeynTb BOXKECTBEHHIN NpUPOA|, i cTaB II0ANHOK. MK € pabamu
Bora 3a cBO€O NpUPOoto SK Moro TBopiHHS, ane BiH 3HOBY cTaB paboM BCynepey 6oXeCTBEeHHil NpUpoA, Koam
CcTaB NtogmHoto. Ane BipHUM € i 3BopoTHeE: «BiH € Borom 3a cyTHicTio, | MM 3a 61aro4aTTHO MOXEMO NiAHATUCS A0
TOro, Lo cynepeYnTb NACbKiM npupogi. bo mu ntoaun, a BiH CuH 3a NpmMpoaoto; asie MU TaKoXK CTAEMO CUMHAMU
3a CTATYCOM, OCKIi/IbKM MOK/IMKaHI A0 chnijIkyBaHHA 3 Hum»[1].

«MMi3HanTe icTUHY, i icTMHa Bac BiIbHUMM 3pobuTb» (IH. 8:32). Tocnoab Haw Icyc XpucToc € «aopora, i icTuHa, i
>uUTTay» (IH. 14:6), BU3BOAUTENbL NHOAUHK «Bif, pabcTBa Bopora». Hemae »utTsa i ceoboam 6e3 IcTuHu abo nosa
IcTnHOO. HapgaHHSA 6yab-1KOro CEHCY, IKOFO MU MParHeEMO, HaLLIOMY XXUTTHO € He cBO601010, a Cy4aCHOO BEPCIElD

NepBOPOAHOro rpixa, HalIOro CaMo3aMMKaHHS B MeXaX CaMOJ0CTaTHbOI Ta KOPUC/MBOI He3asieXxHOCTi, 6e3
CAPUMAHATTS iICTUHU SIK BiAHOCMHM 3 Borom i HalwmMMm 6an»kHIMK. PisgBo - yac A1 caMoni3HaHHS, 4151 PO3YMiHHS
Pi3HULL MDXK TUM 8K, «Bor cTaB ntogmHoto» i 9K «aoanHa gie sk bor». Lle yac ans ycBigoMaeHHsS XpPUCTUSAHCBKOIO
BUYEHHSI NPO Te, LLLO «MM FOBOPMMO He Mpo Te, JloauHa cTae borom, a npo Te, wo bor ctas ntoanHowo»[2].

BnaroBicTByBaHHs npo Pi3saBo XpucToBe CbOrogHi Big1lyHIOE FOMOHOM BiliHU Ta 6psi3KaHHAM 36poi B YKpaiHi, ska

nepeXmnBae »Kax/IMBI HacNiAKM NPOBOKATMBHOI Ta HecnpaBea /IMBOI 3arapOHULLKOI BiliHW. [ns HAc, XPUCTUSH,

yCi BilMlHM € BOMBCTBOM HalUMX 6paTiB; YCi BOHW € FPOMAASHCbKMMMK BiliHaMW, sKi, K nporosiocms CBATUI i

Benuknin Cobop lMpasocnasHoi Liepkeu, € «pe3ysisTaToM NPUCYTHOCTI 31a i rpixa y cBiTi»[3]. Y Bunaaky Ykpainm

e aKTyaslbHiLLMMMK € csioBa cB. [puropis Manamm npo Moro ogHo4YacHi KpuBaBi KOHPIIKTU MiXK NpaBOC/IaBHUMM
10

BipHMMM B CanoHikax: «bo ix cnisibHo MaTip'l0-BMXOBaTE/IbKOIO € cBsATa LiepkBa i 61aroyecTst, KOTPOro HayasibHUK
i poBepLunTeslb € XpUCTOC, cripaBXHin CUH, SKMIN HE TiNbKK € HaluuM borom, ane i 380/1MB 6yTH HalLMM BpaTom
i BaTbkoM»[4].

B oco6i XpucTa 6yno AocsArHyTo «06’'eAHaHHS Mifl, 1Oro r/1aBoo» BCbOro, NosiBM €AHOCTI BCEPEAMHI NIH0ACbKOMO
poAy Ta CBATOCTI JIFOACbKOI 0COBM, BIAKPUTTA LLAXY A0 «nofobu Bboxkoi» Ta 06’aBNeHHS MUY, «LLLO NepeBepLLYE
BCAKUM posymM» (Pan. 4:10). Xpuctoc € «Hawmm Mupom» (Ed. 2:14), i came XpuUCTy npucBsYeHa icTopuyHa Ta
cumBoiyHa CeaTa uepkBa «CeaToi IpnHu» (CeaToro Mupy) B rpaai KocTaHTuHa.

Haw CnacuTtenb 6,1aroc/1oBAS€ «<MUPOTBOPLLiB», 60 «BOHM CMHaMKM BoxknumMm HaseyTbesa» (MT. 5:9). Bin nponarye
inero npaBegHOCTI Ta /1l0OOBI HaBiTh A0 Hawux Boporis. IMia yac boxkecTeeHHoi JliTyprii NpaBocnaBHa Llepksa
MOJINTBCA «3a MUP 3 HEDA» i «3a MMUP YCbOro CBiTY». A nig yac JliTyprii Bacunis Bennkoro MmosimmMocs i npocaaBaseMo
MopaTens Bcix 6.1ar: «Mwup Tgin i 1to60B TBOKO Aapyn HaM, focnoam Boxke Halw; 60 T gaB Ham ycer. AK oaep>KyBadi
Ta HalBuULL, ofep>KyBadi BCbOro Bif, bora, M1 3060B'a3aHi 6isibluUe, HiXK BYAb-XTO iHLLIMKA, NParHyTXU MUPY 3rigHO
3i CBaTuM MNncbMoM: «XTo ogep»as 6arato, 3 Toro 6inblue BMMaraTumyTb» (JIK. 12:48). Y uboMy ceHci Bce, Lo
BUMHSIIOTb XPUCTUSHM BCYMNePeY LibOMY MPUHLMMY, BMJIMBAE HE HAa XPUCTUSHCTBO, @ Ha TUX, XTO >KMBE BCyrnepey
BoykecTBeHHUM 3an0oBigaM.

Hikonn B icTopii ntoacTBa MUpP MiXK JII0ABMU He CrIpUMMaBCs K HaneXXHe. HaToMicTb BiH cKpi3b i 3aBXKau OyB
pe3yNbTaTOM HAaTXHEHHUX iHiLiaTMB, MYXXHOCTi Ta CaMOMOXePTBU, ONOPY HACUI/IHO Ta HEMPUMNHATTS BiHU 9K
3aco6y BUPILLEHHS CynepeyHOCTel, NOCTiNHOI GoPOTbOM 33 CpPaBEeA/IMBICTb | 3aXUCT JIFOACHKOI FiAHOCTI. IXHIl
BHECOK Y MUP | MPUMUPEHHS € OCHOBHUM KPUTEPIEM A0BIpU A0 penirin. Y penirintHnx TpaguL,iax, 6€3CyMHIiBHO,
€ CMOHYKaHHS He ulle A0 BHYTPILIHbOrO MMpPY, a M A0 MPOCYBaHHSA Ta BCTAHOBJ/IEHHS CYCMiJIbLHOrO MUPY,
[0 MoJoslaHHA arpecii y BigHOCMHAX Mix noabMu Ta Hapogamu. Lle ocobarBO Bak/IMBO B Hall 4ac, KoJm
NiATPUMYETBCA MO3ULLIA, O MUP byae 3abe3neyeHo B pe3y/bTaTi EKOHOMIYHOMO PO3BUTKY, MiABULLLEHHS PiBHA
>KUTTA, HAYKOBO-TEXHIYHOIO nporpecy, LindpoBoro 38’a3Ky Ta IHTepHeTY. Mn nepeKkoHaHi, Lo He MoXKe By TU MUpPY
Mi>XK JIl0AbMU Ta UMBINI3aLisMM 63 MUpPY MiXK peniriasmm, 6e3 ixHboro gianory Ta cniBnpadi. Bipa B bora 3miuHroe
HaLli 3ycunnsa ans ceiTy MUpY Ta CNpaBed/IMBOCTI, HaBiTb KOAM Li 3yCU/I/IS CTUKAKOTbCS 3 He340/1aHHUMN A4
JOAUHN NepelkoaamMu. Y 0yab-iKoMy BMMNAAKy HEMPUMYCTUMMO, WOO NpeacTaBHUKM pPenirin nponosiayBaam
$paHaTK3M i po3nantoBasit BOrHEM HEHABUCTb.

MpeocBsLleHHI 6paTTsa Ta BO31061eHI Yaaa,

XpPUCTOC HapOAKYETLCS, crlaBiTe Moro. XpucToc cxoamTs i3 Hebec, 3ycTpivaiiTe Moro. Xpuctoc Ha 3emi, BcTaHbTe!
JoTprMyoUMCh Hany4YeHHS Halloro CBATOro nonepeaHnKa Ha npectosii KoHcTaHTuHoNoAbCbKoi Liepksu puropis
Borocnosa, ceaTkymo Pizgso Cnacutens CBiTY 3 [AyXOBHOK PafiCTHO «HE MO-3€MHOMY, a Mo-HebGeCHOMYy»,
YHUKaKUM «BCbOr0 3aMBOIrO i HEMOTPIOHOr0; 0COBIMBO TOA,, KON iHLI — 3p06J1eHI 3 TIEl XK INIMHWU Ta NOEAHAHHS
- CTpaXk4aoThb Bif, rosogy Ta 3amnaHie»[5]. Mn Mmoamnmocs, wob yci Bu Mormn Hacono4)KyBaTMCS MOJIMTOBHUMM
Ta C/ZIaBHMMU CBATKAMU, KK CNPaB>KHbOI MOBHOTOK Yacy Ta CAMBOM CBiT/Na BiYHOCTI. Hexan HacTynatoumin 2023
piK cTaHe nepiogoM Mupy, /It0OOBI Ta conigapHocTi, obpoToro | 6rarogaTTio boxkecTBeHHoro CnoBa, sike cTasio
Ti/IOM ANns Hac i 3apaan HaLIOro cnaciHHS, cCnpaBAi POKOM npaBeAHOCTI Halwloro locnoaa!

BaykaeMo BaM MHOrmx i 6s1aroc/1IoBeHHUX NiT!
Pizpnso Xpuctose, 2022

1t Bapdonomint KoHCTaHTMHOMO/IbCbKUN,
nasikui MoJIMTOBHUK nepen, borom 3a Bcix Bac

[1] Knpuno Onekcanapincbkunit, Tesaypyc npo MpeceaTy i €EguHocywny Tpinuto, PG
[2] loan OamackuH, TouHMin BUKANa4, npaBocaaBHol Bipu, PG 94,988.

[3] Micisa MpaBocnaBHoi Llepkeu B cydacHomy cBiTi, 1V, 1.
[4] Tpuropin Manama, MNpo Mmnp Mixk coboto, PG 151,10. :
[5] Mpuropin Borocnos, Ha cesaTo BoroseaeHHs, uebTo Pisgsa Xpuctosoro, PG 36,316.
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CHRISTMAS
TREE

The Nativity/Christmas Tree at
the Metropolia Center...
is decroated with love

.\ - Consistory Nativity Tree
Decorated by the Youth of
the Church

Pispg’aHa AnuHKa
KoHcucTopii MpukpaweHa
Monopato Llepkeu

2022 - the feast day of Holy Apostle

Andrew the First-Called, the usually quiet
and cavernous atrium of the Consistory
Offices of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the USA, transformed into a magical
Christmas scene. In the middle of the tall
atrium now stood a majestic tall Christmas
Tree, its white lights twinkling an invitation
for everyone to draw near.

I n the late afternoon of December 13th,

n November, the call went out to the

parishes of the UOC of USA, to submit

ornaments to bedeck the Consistory
Tree. The request was published in parish
bulletins, sent via emails, and posted on
social media. Many parishes, as well as
individual families, got down to work,
creating tiny masterpieces reflecting the
joy of the Nativity Season, including:

Lisnyczyj and Petroff Kids
Sts. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox
Parish, Youngstown, OH
Holy Ascension, Maplewood, NJ
Andrea Roelofs and Zachary
Petrouchtchak, Vancouver, WA
St. John the Baptist Parish, Portland, OR
LLIkona YkpaiHo3HaBcTBa iM. Tapaca
LLIeByeHKa, MNapma, Oraio
Dejneka, Eagleville, PA
The children of the Protection of the
Mother of God Cathedral, Allentown, PA
e The children of St. Michael UOC,
Hopedale, MA
e HegpginbHa LLIkona npu napadii Ce..
MaHTeneliMoHa, BpykniH, Hoto-Mopk

Throughout the month of November and
December the precious creations came
pouring in via the US Postal Service, FedEx,
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USPS and personal hand delivery. The office staff
carefully sorted and stored the marvels until the day
that they would be hung upon the tree. That day was
today, as His Eminence Archbishop Daniel, Ruling
Hierarch of the Western Eparchy of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the USA, gathered staff members,
clergy, and seminarians around the Christmas Tree.
The ornaments to be hung were already prepared with
ribbons and hooks for hanging and laid out upon carts
for ease of accessibility.

All seemed ready as the adults milled about the large
room waiting for the helping angels to arrive. In no
time the quiet atrium, echoed with the pitter patter
of tiny feet, and the giggles and laughter of children.
Joining their parents in decorating the tree were the
youngest members of the Church:

Roman Shak
Victoria Shak
Jacob Pasakas
Emilia Pasakas
Taissa Pasakas
Damian Mykytyuk

Having chased each other around the tree until they
were dizzy, the kids finally quieted down when His
Eminence called them to attention. He carefully
explained to them that the Christmas Tree decorates
our homes at Christmastime to remind us of the joy of
the newly incarnated Christ Child. The evergreen tree
remains green throughout the winter when other trees
have dropped their leaves and seemingly died. This
everlasting life is symbolic of Christ. The star atop the
tree represents the Star of Bethlehem which indicated
the location where Christ would be born, leading the
Magi to Him. The Bible tells us to take up branches of
trees, and to rejoice before the Lord our God. Therefore,
at this joyous time of the year, we decorate our homes
with evergreen trees and boughs, hang bright lights
and colorful baubles, and put candles in our windows,
all to remind us of the newly born Christ Child.

Archbishop Daniel walked over to the ornaments and
told the children to gently take them and hang them
upon the green tree. Picking up little Taissa, he lifted
her high so she could reach one of the upper branches
of the tree. Frowning in concentration, she reached as
high as she could and finally managed to hook a branch.
She slowly let go and watched the ornament bob back
and forth on the branch. Giggling she clapped her
small hands joyfully and squirmed to get down and get
another ornament to hang.

The atrium echoed with laughter and chatter as
the parents of the children joined them in hanging
the ornaments all around the tree. Suddenly the
seminarians broke out in song, singing Christmas
Carols. The others join in praising to the Lord and
asking for peace upon the Earth.

While everyone worked diligently, the sun began to
sink in the western sky, leaving a dark royal blue sky
visible through all the glass windows surrounding
them. Against the darkening background the lights of
the tree, the reflection of the baubles, and the smiles
of the faithful shown ever brighter.

Suddenly, the final ornament was hung, and everyone
stepped back to admire their handy work. A communal
sigh was heard as heads tilted in admiration, eyes
sparkled, and lips curled up in smiles. The tree was
truly a masterpiece of creativity, as if the faithful of the
Church had given a tiny piece of themselves to beautify
the Church tree. Robed in the glorious ornaments,
the tree itself seemed to stand straighter and shine
brighter.

His Eminence startled everyone out of their reverie
as he clapped his hands and with an animated smile
gathered the children and led them to the Seminary
Library, located just off the atrium. He mentioned that

St. Nicholas, knowing that children would be helping
decorate the tree, left them additional surprises as
gratitude for their service to the Church.

The children all clapped happily as their nostrils
caught the scent of fresh hot pizza! They clambered
up on the chairs around the large table and eagerly bit
into the warm and oozing pizza slices. With cheese
and sauce slathered over their chins, they happily
chattered on about St. Nicholas, and how surprised
they were that he would have known they would be
there today.

As their parents wiped their faces, and cleaned
their hands, the youngsters were drawn to the pile
of packages that Archbishop Daniel had dragged
into the library. With eyes wide in anticipation, the
kids hopped from foot to foot as they waited to be
handed their gifts. St. Nicholas had passed along
stuffed animals, books, cars, and a variety of toys to
these good children. Having grabbed their packages
the children immediately sat on the floor and ripped
them all open, exclaiming in delight and showing
each other what they had received.

Having had a long day, and now with their tummies
full, the children’s eyes soon became heavy as they
tried to stifle yawns. Their parents smiled at them,
as they picked them up, received His Eminence’s
blessing and began to pack up for the trip home.
Some of the youngsters were asleep before they
even left the building, while others sleepily tripped
over their own feet as their parents bundled them
up and led them out of the building. With final looks
over their shoulders at the beautiful Christmas Tree,
and double checking that they had their presents
with them, the youngsters crawled into the waiting
cars and zoomed off towards home.

The grand tree suddenly found itself standing alone
in silence as the doors were locked for the night.
The lights upon the tree still sparkled brightly,
their reflection multiplying upon all the windows
surrounding the tree, making it look like the entire
universe of stars revolved and twinkled around it.
As night fell, and darkness engulfed the Metropolia
Center, the glowing Christmas Tree stood tall and
proud, a beacon to all, announcing the upcoming
Incarnation of our Lord.

Photos by Subdeacon Maksym Zhuravchyk and Fr. Ivan
Tchopko




There is
NO ass or ox

in the Biblical
narratives of the

birth of Christ. Yet,
besides the Christ Child
himself, the ass and the ox

are the most ancient and stable
elementsintheiconography of the
nativity. In fact the earliest example

of a nativity known to us contains only

the swaddled Christ in the manger flanked

,d by the ox at his head and the ass at his feet.
Q\ David Clayton, on the New Liturgical Movement
§"$\ blog, has written a detailed piece on the subject, and

I will go through the basics while adding a few more
\eg, aspects he does not mention.

{(&

O When reading comments on the nativity (for example in
é Ouspensky’s “The Meaning of Icons”) one finds that the inclusion of
y O this detail is a reference to the prophecy of Isaiah: The ox knows his

\C) owner, and the ass his master’s crib: but Israel has not known me, and my

«\e\@ people have not understood.
N\
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Some
apocryphal texts
have the ass and the ox

worshiping the Christ child, such as

the gospel of pseudo-Matthew: Therefore,

the animals, the ox and the ass, with him in their
midst incessantly adored him. Then was fulfilled
that which was said by Habakkuk the prophet,
saying, “Between two animals you are made
manifest.”

What though is the relationship between the ox
and the ass, why are these animals paired together
so? We will often read that traditionally, the ox is
seen as Israel, and the ass is seen as the Gentiles.
This comes from a very important distinction
about the two animals. The ox is a “clean” animal,
and the ass is an “unclean” animal according to
dietary proscription in the Old Testament.

Mixing the clean and the unclean is related very
tightly to the mixing of Jews and Gentiles. The
clearest example of this is in St-Peter’s vision of
the clean and unclean meats placed together,
which signify the entry of Gentiles into the body
of the Church. Indeed, there is a Mosaic law
which | have never seen quoted in relation to the
Nativity lcon, but which seems to hold one of the
keys to the ass and the ox: Thou shall not plow
with an ox and an ass yoked together.

What is proscribed, the yoking of the clean and
unclean, the bringing together of the “inside” and
“outside” can only be accomplished without sin
by the Christ, the incarnation of the Logos. In
fact, even St-Paul following this tradition, uses
the same imagery to warn Christians not to be
“yoked” with unbelievers.

This brings out another meaning, which is related
to the incarnation and its relation to universality
of the Church. The ass is a beast of burden, a

“mindless” strength which was created to “carry” . In
this respect, the ass is a symbol of corporality itself. One
should not be surprised that the symbol of the unclean
and “outer” is analogical to fallen corporal existence and
sensuality. This can be seen so strongly in the hesychastic
tradition in its relationship between the heart and the
senses. The “outer” part, corporality, the senses, the
Gentile, are related to the garments of skin, which we
have discussed before, and this periphery can be seen
as protecting but also carrying what is precious, like the
shell of the ark...

It therefore follows naturally that stories such as the
talking ass of Balaam are seen as prefigurations of the
incarnation in sources as early as St-lrenaeus, or that it
is so important for Christ be found riding an ass (even in
later Rabbinical Judaism, the ass and colt of Zecharia’s
prophesy are seen as representing the Gentiles) . These
Old Testament images, like the joining of the ass and the
ox in the icon of the Nativity, are symbolic of the joining
of extremes, the union of the spiritual and corporal, the
clean and unclean, the inside and outside and ultimately
the uncreated and created in the person of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

-Jonathan Pageau




UNDERSTANDING THE
NATIVITY ICON

Orthodox  Christians do not
celebrate the birth of baby Jesus, we
celebrate the Incarnation. What?,
you say. What is the Incarnation?
Thisis animportant word as it means
God becomes Man. This is what
we celebrate. The birth of Jesus
was that moment in history when
God sent His only begotten Son to
become like us, taking on human
flesh for our healing. This miracle
of miracles took place though the
ascent of Mary whom we call the
Theotokos, Birth-giver of God. God
with His divine will became man,
taking on a human will in human
flesh so Man could unite his human
will with God'’s divine will. From
the time of Adam and Eve, man
was separated from God ,unable to
follow God's law. The Incarnation is
the beginning of the transformation
of mankind so we can be reunited
with God.

THE STAR
In the top center you see a blueish light, which represents the star which guided people to witness the Incarnation.
Was this a real star? Probably not. It was most likely a spiritual sign not seen by everyone. You can see that it points
to the Christ Child who is lying in a manger.

THE CAVE

Christ was born in a cave, which is shown as a dark place. This was a reality as well as symbolic. Christ came to
bring the light of knowledge to overcome the darkness of our ignorance. The star symbolizes this as well. It brings
bright light to the dark cave, showing us the way to Christ. It is a light pointing us to the Truth. In the area where
Christ was born, it was common to have a stable in caves carved in the hills of that region. But why did he choose
a stable? Stables are where animals are kept and you can see the animals looking at the Christ child in the icon.
Where animals are it is also smelly and not the normal place anyone would choose to bear a child. This shows us
the great humility of Christ. He could have chosen to be born in a palace if he wanted to, but he chose the most
humble of places, a stable. This is a message for us, to be humble like Him.

CHRIST’S CLOTHING

What kind of clothes is Christ wearing? He is wrapped in linen. This is how a person was wrapped in those day for
burial after his death. This is showing us that He is destined to the same fate after His Crucifixion where He was
able to claim victory over death in His Resurrection.

MARY, THE THEOTOKOS

She is shown in the center of the icon to show her importance in this event. She was the instrument of God to
bring about His incarnation. She gave her ascent to bear the Son of God. Surely an awesome responsibility. She is
looking away to show her humility and wonder at this wondrous event.
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JOSEPH AND THE DEVIL

In the lower left corner of the icon you will see two men. An old man and one with a cane. The old man with the
halo is Joseph. He was old because he was appointed as a mature man to protect Mary so she could remain a
virgin. Some say he was 70 - 80 years old. Since he was not the father of the baby, he is being tempted by the man
with the cane who is Satan. He is trying to raise Joseph’s doubts about the possibility of a virgin birth. This shows
how difficult it is for all of us to accept things that are beyond our reason.

ANGELS

Near the top you can see angles. Angels are from heaven and they glorify God. You see them here to glorify the
Christ Child and herald the good news to all the world, because it is not just a child that has been born, but God
himself who has become man.

SHEPHERDS

On the upper right you can see two shepherds with their sheep below. An angel is telling them about this miraculous
birth calling them to come and glorify Him. Why shepherds? Would you go to college to become a shepherd? Of
course not. Shepherds are among the simplest of people. This indicates that God did not become Man for those
who are privileged, but for the simplest of people. He calls all to follow Him so all people can be united with God
in eternal life. One shepherd is playing a reed flute, which shows that human music is also appropriate for the
glorification of God.

THE WISE MEN OR MAGI

To the left you will find three men on horses. These were men who came all the way from Persia following the star.
They were probably astronomers, scientists of their day. They saw the star which was a symbol for them of a great
cosmic event. They followed it to find the Incarnation of God. Knowing how important this was they brought gifts
of the highest value in appreciation of what God had done. They came some time after the birth, so you can see
that in an icon we can have many events that happen even at different times being shown to tell the complete
story.

MIDWIVES

In the lower right we have the women who are preparing the font for the cleansing of the baby after it was born.
This shows the humanity of Jesus. This too is symbolic of the baptism we are to undergo, to be united with Christ,
cleansing us of our sins and receiving a transformation in our heart with the Holy Spirit, which is sealed with our
Chrismation.

THE TWO ANIMALS

The ox and the donkey represent
the two people: the Jews and the
Gentiles.

BIBLICAL STORY

The story of the Nativity of Christ
is beautifully told in the Holy
Scriptures. The story is found in
Matthew 1:18-25 and in Luke 2:1-
20.
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God comes at Christmas to ask for a place in our hearts — He comes fo'a‘sk‘tﬁc; Iévé Him.
He does not come into our world making great demands, just asks for us to love Him and
those around us. If we do this, our lives will become a paihway fo heaven.

At Christmas we give gifts because we want 10 imitate God, who gc:ve us thi atest gift in

giving us Jesus. This Christmas, let us tfry to make ourselves a gift — to others, to God. We do

this through service, through forgiveness, through little acts of love. Especially through our
prayers and acts of love for the people of Ukraine in this fime of warl!

ON CHRISTMAS, NO MATTER WHO WE ARE, OR WHERE WE HAVE BEEN WE
HAVE A NEW BEGINNING. A NEW OPPORTUNITY TO LIVE WITH LOVE IN OUR
HEART, WITH A JOYFUL SPIRIT.

- Archbishop Daniel -+~ - . ..~ .

A
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_bor npuxoAute y Hawe XWUTTA Ha PisABO, GAararoyu micusg B Hawux cepugx — BiH
NPUXOANUTb, AASl TOTO, WO6 NoKasatn Ham Ceoio A060B. BiH He 3’SBAATLCH Y HOLU CBIT i3
BEAUKMMM BUMOTaMU, AVILLE NPOCUTB, LO6 MU AIO6MAM Moro Ta TUX, XTO Hac oTouye. Ko

MM Lie 3pO6UMO, HALLE XXUTTS CTaHEe AOPOTOIO AO pdlo. . » ¢
Ha PispBo MU AQpyeMO NOAJPYHKK, TOMY LLLO XOYeMO HACAIAYBATU Bord, 9KMin AGB HOM
HaWGIAbLLMIA ACP, AdpYIoun Ham XpucTta icyca. Liboro Pizasa cnpo6yimmo 3po6butu cobi Ta
HAWKmM 6AMXKHIM, Borogi - noaAapyHoK. Mun pobumo Le Yepes CAYXiHHS, Yepes NPOLLLeHHS,
Yyepes MAAeHbKi BYMHKU AlOGOBI. OCOOAMBO Yepes HALli MOAUTBMA TA BYMHKU AIOGOBI AO

HapoAy YKPdiHM B LLe YacC XXAXAUBOI BiHM!

HA Pi3ABO, KUM B MU HE BYAU | AE b MU HE BYAU - MEPEA YCiMA_HAMM
HOBWI NOYATOK. HOBA MOXAMBICTb XXUTU 3 AKOBOB’IO TA PAAICTIO!

- Apxienuckon JaHuin
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Hapon, akuim B Tempsasi xoauTb, CBiT/I0 Benuke
nobaynTb, i Hag TUMM, XTO CUAUTb Y Kpar TiHi
cMepTu, CiTo 3acsie Hag Humu! (Icai 9:1)

[aBHMM-AaBHO, LLi c/10Ba 6y/1M AOHECeHi A0 toaen, aKi
YKUINY TPUBO3i, CTpaxy Ta Biayai, ntoaen no3dbaBneHmMx
yneBHEHOCTI, 6e3nekn Ta npucyTHocTi Bboxkoi. Mu
YYEMO Ui cnoBa Ha no4vaTKy Pi3gBa, 3abyBatoum npo
Te, WO BMepLle BOHM NPOJIYHa/IM COTHI POKIB nepen,
TUM, KOIM MU NoYvanu ceATKyBaTu Pisago. o uinomy

CBiTi NHOACTBO | AOCI He YCBiAOMJIIOE LiET OYEBUAHOI

Ta aito4voi boxkoi icTuHun.

Pizpso locnoga Haworo lcyca XpucTta, abo sk Mu Lie
Ha3MBaeMoO - Pi3aBsHI cBATa - 3HOBY Hab/IMXKAETbCA!
3HOBY HacTana uUs Mnopa POKy, a 3 Hek i paficHi
XBUNNHU. Ane Hacnpaggi, wo Take € Pizaso? Yu ue
noJapyHKU Nig, S/IMHKOK, Pi3ABsHI CBiT/Na Yy BiKHaX,
MPUBITaNbHI IUCTIBKN, BeYepi 3 pOAMHOIO Ta APY39MH,
CHIr Ha nNoABip’l, Y NpuBITaHHA “Becennx cBat” Tux,
XTO Ha BY/ML NpoxoauTb NMoB3 Hac? [na 6araTbox
moaen PisaBaHu [licT € 4YacoM CMyTKy, TOMY LLO
BOHM He MatoTb HEOOXiAHWX KOLUTIB A4S TOro, uob
KynuTU NOAAPYHKW AN CBOIX AiTen, poaudiB Ta
apy3iB.

OpHouvacHo, PisaBaHun [lictT Moxke 6yTM nopoto
BE/IMKOI pafocCTi, 0CO6/MBO SAKWO MU bByaemo
nam’ataTu Lo Yepes Hboro bor nokasye Ceoto Jlio608B
no Hac. Lle moxke 6yTu Yac 3uin1eHHs Ta BiHOBMAEHHS
cunn. Pi3aBsHi cBsTa — Lie KOJIM MU CBATKYEMO Pi3BO
Adutatn Icyca. bor nocnas Ceoro CuHa, Icyca XpucTa,
Ha 3eMJto W06 BiH BonoTMBCS (MpUIMHAB TiNo) - cTaB
OJHVM 3 Hac. Moro pi3aBo npuHeco BeMKY pagicTb
LboMy CBITY. [MacTyxu, MyapeLi Ta aHrenu 3 pagicTio
po3ainnaun Beceny HoBUHY. BoHn 3Hanun, wo ue 6yno

HabnaumxkaeTbes Pi3aBo

XPUCTOBE

He3BMYalHe auTs. Mpopoku rosopuan npo Moro npuxig,
Ha NPOTA3i TUCAY poKiB. 3ipKa caas1a y Budneemi, wob
nokKasaTu A0oPory TUM, XTO LLIYKa/In LLe HE3BUYaAMHE AUTS.

PizpBo TakoX € yacom gns posaymis. LLlo € Takoro
oco6mBoro y Pi3aBsHMX cBsTax, WO BOHM 30MpatoTb
nogen pasom? Homy Mu igemo A0 Hawoi 6abyci, pogundis
abo ApysiB 4OA0MY Ha BE/IMKY BeYepto Ta 0OMiHOEMOCS
nogapyHkamu? YoMy Mu igemMo Ha pisgBaHi 3abaBu ae
€ 10N, SKMX MU HaBiTb He 3HAeEMO? He 3aneXxHo Bif,
NMPUYMHKU, MM MOBMHHI 3ayMaTUCSA Had, GaKTOM, LLO HIXTO
Ha Pi3aBsHi cBsTa He xo4e 6yTK Ha caMoTi. Pi3aBsHi cBaTa
NepeTBOPMUINCA Ha YacC KOM MU PO3JAEMO NOAaPYHKU,
AKi € 3HaKOM J1I0OOBI Ta ApPY>KOM MidXK nogbMu. Ane
po34aBaHHA Ta O4iKyBaHHS MOAAPYHKIB MOXXe BUIATU
nosa paMKuM [o3BosieHoro. bakaHHs opsaratuca vy
HAUCTUMIbHILLIWIK  oasar, Oa)aHHS MaTu  HaWHOBILLY
HOBUHKY TEXHOJIOri MOyXe CTaTU BaXK/JMBILLMM 3a
APY>KOy, 6Ky MnodapyHOK CMMBOJI3ye coboto. YacTo
NoaM cyaaTb ApY»>KOy Mo BapTOCTi NOAApYHKa, a He No
[06pUX pUcax xapakTepy ocobu, sika Aapye NoAapyHOK
- LLLO € Ay>Ke Hebe3MeYHOo CTEXMHOLO, - CTEXXMHOLO, SKa
MOXXe MPUBECTM TO PO3ipBaHHA ApPY>XOU Ta CaMOTHOCTI,
4Oro HiXTO 3 Hac He xXou4e.

Icyc Xpuctoc sk Cnacutenb NpuxoauTb ANs BCiX, a He
TiNbKM ANs BUGpaHUX ntofeir. Moro PisaBo € 3HakoM
Boykoi noboBi Ta TypboOTK NMpo Hac, i TOro, WO MU €
WMoro Ta oguH ogHoro. 3sicTka npo WMoro Pisggo BnepLue
Oyna nporoJsiolleHa nacTyxaM - JIIOASAM HaWMHUXKYOro
Knacy CycnisibCTBa, SKMM 4acTO He AO0Bipsan. AHrenu
nporonocunu: “Cnaeay BULLIHIX Bory, i Ha 3eM1i MUp, Mi>K
NoabMKU 61aroBosTiHHA" 3aK/IMKaYM HE3HAMOMKX CTaTU
ApYy35MUM a Boporam nomuputmcs. Ha wnaxy no apy»xéum
Ta BM3HaHHA CMiJIbHOCTI K NOACTBO, MU 3HaAXOAUMO
BOJIIO, IKa A€ HaM 3MOTY YXUTU APY>KHbO OAMH 3 OAHUM
Ta NnoBa)kaTM KOXKHOro 30Kpema.

Haw Cnacutenb BUMTb HaC, WO MUAOCEPAS, MPOLLEHHS,
pafictb, MUP Ta CNpaBeAJ/IMBICTb HacnpaBAi iCHYIOTb,
a He € TiNlbkn MpiaMu. BoHn € AincHUMKM, TOMY LIO
Xpucrtoc, akuin Hapoameca y Budneemi € npaBauBum
YOCOG/IEHHAM MUI0CEpPAs, MPOLLEHHS, PafdoCTi, MUPY
Ta cnpaBeaMBOCTI. Lie € cnpaByKHi pi3aBsHi nogapyHKM,
WwmMpo AaHi HaMm Tum, Koro pi3gBo MU CMUPEHHO Ta 3
paficTio CBATKYEMO.
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I?OC'of the USA Offers “Ksﬁgtance”to St.
Nicholas; as the Children®f the Wounded and
Fallen Ukrainian Soldiers Receive'r .
Seasonal Gifts _ g
Y
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ST NICHOLAS

visits the children of Ukraine

~

With Christmas trees beautifully decorated, their lights
twinkling brightly, children around the world happily
await the visit of St. Nicholas. With smiles upon their
faces, little ones drift off to sleep, anticipating gifts
beneath their pillows in the morning. Will it be a toy
truck, a new doll, the latest gadget, a new pair of boots,
or perhaps even a vacation?

In stark contrast, the children in Ukraine, huddle
together for warmth as they struggle to fall asleep -
not because of anticipation of gifts, but, because there
is no electricity and they are cold, they have not eaten
in days, the sirens won't stop blaring, and their fathers
are out in the darkness fighting for their freedom.

However, on this day, December 19th, 2022, the
children from de-occupied territories of Ukraine
received a momentary reprieve from their hunger,
cold and fear, as they gathered within the warm walls
of the Kyiv Orthodox Theological Academy to receive
the gifts left them by St. Nicholas (Svyatij Mykolaj).

Thanks to the generous donations of the faithful of
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, with the
blessing of Metropolitan Antony, the Prime Hierarch,
Archbishop Daniel was able to transfer not only funds,
but fun, to the children who so desperately need
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a glimmer of hope, and a return to the innocent
excitement of childhood.

Working in conjunction with the UkrTransNafta
employee charitable fund “Hardened Hearts”
and the American charitable organization “Help
Heroes of Ukraine”, the artistic agency “Territory A”
organized the event within Academy'’s facilities.

Metropolitan Epiphaniy, Primate of the Orthodox
Church of Ukraine, joyfully addressed the children
gathered before him. Many of the youngsters had
lost their fathers who had died in battle against
the invading Russian forces. These children have
come to expect tragedy and terror and were moved
to hear about the kindness and generosity of St.
Nicholas, and all the miracles he had performed.
As they sat mesmerized, their mouths open in
wonder at the marvels wrought by Mykolaj, they
were asked to approach and receive a generous gift
left for them.

The children received backpacks filled with goodies
- chocolates, fruit, and toys. Thanks to the generous
donations of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
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the USA over 200 Samsung Galaxy tablets had been
purchased and gifted to these children. On this day
the children who had experienced far more tragedy
than they should have in their young lives, were able to
put aside their fear and uncertainty and freely mingle
with each other, laugh and play, and now thanks to the
tablets, explore the world at their fingertips.

There is strength in numbers, and this year, all the
children of Ukraine have one wish, one desire - peace
for Ukraine. With so many young hearts, joining the
adults in prayer to the Lord, with the intercession of
Saint Nicholas, peace must be just around the corner.

May the Lord hear the prayers and petitions of the
young, and the young at heart, and grant victory to
Ukraine and peace for the nation for generations to
come. May the children live in a free Ukraine, where
they can also enjoy the twinkling lights of Christmas
and in wonder gaze up at the Christmas star and await
the miracles of the season.

Yny CLWA HAOANA «A0ornoMory» CJIY>XIHHIO

CB. MUWKOIJIAA, BPYYAIOUU MOAAPYHKU

LITAM MNOPAHEHUX ABO 3ATMHYBLUUX BOIHIB
36POVHUX CUJT1 YKPATHU

BnakeHninwmnin  Mutpononut KuiBCcbkUM | BCi€l
YkpaiHn Enidanin 19 rpyans 2022 poky BigBigaB
OUTAYEe CBATO 3 HaroAu QAOHS nNaM'aTi CcBATUTENS
Mukonaa YynoTeopus.

3axin, BigdbyBcs y cTiHax KuiBcbKOi npaBoc/iaBHOT
6orocnoBCbKOi akageMmii Ta ©OyB OpraHisoBaHWUM
CNiZIbHO 3 MUCTELLbKOLO areHLuieto «Teputopis A».



MpeactosaTens aBTOKedanbHOI
YkpaiHcbKoi NMpaBocnaBHoi Liepkeu
nocnifikyBaBcsi 3 AiTKaMu, cepef,
AKNX BYIM 1 Ti, YMi GaTbKM NOAAMN
3axuLiatoun baTbKiBLWMHY, NpMBITaB
iX 3i CBATOM Ta BpPY4YMB iM 6JIN3bKO
200 MJaHLLETIB, npuadaHmMx
3a CNPUAHHA YKpaiHCbKOi
MpaBocnaeHoi Liepkeu CLLA.

[o cBATKOBOI MiATPUMKM AiTen 3
OEOKYMNOBaHUX TEPUTOPIN TaKoXK
gonyumnuca  6narofinHum - GoHp,

npawiBHUKIB YKpTpaHcHapTH
«3arapToBaHi cepus» Ta
aMepUKaHCbKa 6naropninHa

opraHizauis «Help Heroes Of
Ukraine».

«CBaTum Mukonam 3ibpaB ycix Hac
CbOroAHi Ha Lie npeKpacHe CBATO,
aZi>ke Mornpu BiMHY MU MOKJ/IMKaHI
HeCTM AiTAaMpaaicTb. TOXX CBATUTETb
MwuKonan nocnpuss, LWO6 NOBITPSAHA
TPUBOra 3aKiH4M/acs came nepej,
Mo4YaTKOM HaLIoro AincTea i Mu
3MOI/IN  MOro MNpPOBECTU. TakoxK
3aBASKM O06pUM Apy3aM, SKi HaMm
MOCTIMHO JoMnoMaratoTb, 30KpeMma
apxienuckony [Hanuiny 3 CLUA,
MW MOXXEeMO JapyBaTW Li LAC/UBI
MOMEHTM BaM - HalUUM [LiTKaMy, —
cka3saB Moro bnaxeHcTBo.

Okpim TOro, MwuTpononuTt
EnidaHinn 3asHaumMB npo Te, WO
CBATUIM MuKoNal 3HaE Mpii KOXKHOI
YKpaiHCbKOi AMTWHM, 60 3apas ug
Mpist B yCiX oAHa - W06 B YKpaiHi
3anaHyBaB crnipaBeaanBum mup. | ue
3 ponomoroto bo)koto HeoaMiHHO
CTaHeTbCcqd, 60 Halwi 3aXUCHUKMU
LoAHS HabAMyXKaTb Lien vac.

Source: www.pomisna.info
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Archbishop Daniel Visits St. Job of Pochaiv Parish in Los Alamos, NM
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Over the weekend of December 2-5, 2022 - His Eminence
Archbishop Daniel, accompanied by Subdeacons Andriy
Akulenko and Maksym Zhuravchyk (seminarians of St. Sophia
Ukrainian Orthodox Theological Seminary of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the USA), traveled from New Jersey to Los
Alamos, New Mexico, to visit the parish of the Venerable Job of
Pochaiv.

Saturday morning was a workday at the parish. Vladyka and
the seminarians helped make and package baklava that will be
included the annual cookie box sale. 125 boxes are made and
sold, the proceeds of which go to a different charity each year.
This year the parish chose to donate the money collected to the
humanitarian aid of Ukraine.

In the afternoon, Vladyka Daniel presided over Great Vespers
for the feast of the Entrance of the Birth-Giver of God in the
Temple, one of the twelve Great Feasts of the Church. His
words of encouragement were received with joy by the faithful.

After Great Vespers, Archbishop Daniel and Father Theophan
rode on the back of the mobile chapel which had been fitted
with lights, in the Los Alamos Holiday Light Parade down the
main street of the town. Panimatka Kristi and the children of
the parish family rode in the truck as well, decked out in gnome
costumes, the theme of this year’s parade. They all greeted the
assembled onlookers and shouted greeting of God’s blessings
and Merry Christmas.

Sunday morning, Kathleen McDonald, parish council president,
greeted Archbishop Daniel with the traditional bread and salt.
The children greeted him with flowers and Father Theophan
with the blessing cross.
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At the beginning of the Divine Liturgy, Timothy Tyulin
was tonsured a reader for the parish community.
Timothy is a senior at Los Alamos Highschool and has
been a faithful altar server for two years.

Vladyka's homily on the foolish rich man in Luke
highlighted the need for faithful Orthodox Christians
to separate themselves from the material things of this
world and set their hope and effort on those things that
transcend this world, the things of God.

The archbishop stated: “..Our concept of success is
going from poverty to riches. God’s concept of success
is going from riches to poverty. St. Paul and all the
Church Fathers simply say: “THOUGH HE WAS RICH
YET FOR OUR SAKES BECAME POOR SO THAT BY
HIS POVERTY WE MIGHT BECOME RICH”

For the real Christian, success is believing that the
intimate God lives in me and desires to work through
me. Success is being honest enough to recognize my
need for God’s help and humble enough to receive it
when offered. Success is being God’s person in every
situation. Success is finding a purpose in life that is
larger than life itself. And what larger purpose can there
be than knowing, loving and serving God?

Success is learning to live by principles, not by moods.
Success is learning, improving, growing more into the
perfect icon (or reflection) or image of Christ. Success is
inviting God to walk with us each day; it is being in the
Kingdom of God here and now. Success is turning away
from sin and returning to the Father.

Each timeyou prayyou are asuccess. Each time you have
faith in God you are a success. Each time you replace a
thought of anger or doubt with an affirmation of God’s
truth, you are a success. Each time you accomplish a
task, and know in your heart it was your best effort,
you are a success. Each time someone looks at you for
strength and support, and you are able to help, you are
the real success.”

Dozens of children and faithful approached the
chalice in order to partake in the Most Holy Eucharist.
Following the Liturgy, Pani Kristi Mackey was presented
with a Blessed Certificate - Hramota, for her long and
dedicated service to the children and Sunday School of
the parish.

Fellowship over a fasting potluck followed, and Vladyka
met with many of the faithful who wanted to speak to
him privately.

It was a blessed time for all the parishioners of St. Job
of Pochaiv parish family and we look forward to his next
visit.

Photos by Subdeacon Maksym Zhuravchyk and Subdeacon
Andriy Akulenko
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There was a chill in the air as Father Howard Sloan
and the faithful made their way to Sts. Peter and
Paul U.O.C. in Palos Park. While at the same time,
the atmosphere in the church, the rectory and the
parish hall was warm and inviting. It was to be a day
of celebration.

Father Howard was under the false impression that
he was to assist Father Vasyl Sendeha, pastor of Sts.
Peterand Paul, in honoring one of the parish members.
When, in fact, it was Father Howard who would soon
be honored on the anniversary of his 45th year in the
holy priesthood.

His Eminence Archbishop Daniel was happily greeted
with hugs and giggles from the youngest among us.
And then formally greeted by Father Vasyl, Father
Howard, Father Christopher Whatley, Deacon Pavlo
Vysotski, Subdeacon Yurii Izhyk, as well as all of our
own altar servers and parish council members.

The Hierarchical Divine Liturgy proceeded as usual
until Archbishop Daniel asked Father Howard to join
him at the tetrapod. In noting Father Howard'’s 45
years of dedicated service to a variety of Eastern
Orthodox parishes under various jurisdictions,
Archbishop Daniel thanked him for his years of
service on behalf of the U.O.C. and the many lives he
has touched through his ministry.

As he led the entire congregation in the chanting of
“Axios! Axios! Axios!” His Grace Archbishop Daniel
presented Father Howard with a jeweled pectoral
cross, elevating him to Protopriest.



Father Howard expressed his gratitude to Archbishop
Daniel for his guidance and support. Then he spoke
and joked about his journey to Orthodoxy and the
holy priesthood, making special note of the vital
role his wife, Pani Michaelyn, played and continues
to play on their journey. He noted she introduced
him to Orthodoxy, and has always been his greatest
supporter.

Though, he joked, he was a bit concerned that her
story of his need to be at Sts. Peter and Paul today to
“assist as a parish member was being honored " was
a bit off the mark. He understood and appreciated
the desire of everyone to surprise him. As he spoke,
Pani Michaelyn, their family and the congregation
enthusiastically responded to his humble, sincere,
and often humorous reminisces.

The church was filled to capacity. The Liturgy was
beautified by the choir’s responses under the direction
of Subdeacon George Cepynsky. It was indeed a day
of celebration.

Following Divine Liturgy, the newly installed outdoor
gold cross was blessed by Archbishop Daniel with
special gratitude and prayers for Dean Thompson,
Steve Cwian and Ken Pavlik who volunteered to
complete this project.

As His Eminence Archbishop Daniel, Father Howard
and Father Vasyl entered the parish hall, they were
greeted by our parishioners, visiting clergy and
parishioners from neighboring parishes.

The parish sponsored a wonderful lenten meal
in honor of Father Howard's 45th Anniversary.
Fellowship continued into the afternoon as the
attendees and individuals continued to congratulate
and thank Father Howard and Pani Michaelyn on
their 45th Anniversary and to wish them Many Years!

Photos by Subdeacon Yurii Izhyk and Valentyna Dovban

Text by Elena Batura

HanepepopaHi
CeaTa CeaToro
Mwukonas, CssaTa

YKpaiHcbka [lpaBocnaBHa Llepkea B CLUA
Bif3Hayana xpamoBe cBaTo CBATOro AnocTtosia
AHapis epBo3BaHOro, Ha 4YecTb SIKOro 6yna
nocesyeHa U Benndna CesaTMHSA. Xo4a BCi Mu
3HAEMO WO Halla LEepKBa Big3Havae nam'saTb
CeaTtoro AHppia [lNepsossaHoro 13 rpyaHs,
npote 3 npuinHM 40 NiTTS CBALWEHUYOT
XipOTOHIi HacToaTenss paHoi CBATWUHI, OTUS
HOpis CiBka, 3 6,1aroc/10BiHHSA i€epapXiB HaLUOi
Llepksu, Moro BucokonpecBsLleHcTBa
Mutpononmnta AHTOHiIa Ta Apxuenuckona
HaHuina, camMe cborogHi 6yna 3BeplUeHa
CeaTkoBa, TopykecTBeHHa Ta boykecTBeHHa
JliTyprisa apxnmepemncbKMmM YMHOM.

LLle B paBHUHY CBsTuTenb loaH 3os10TOYCTUM
nucaB npo CBAWEHHUKIB: “Koan  CBALLEHMK
npukankae Ceatoro [lyxa i NpMHOCUTb CTPaLLHY
>YKepTBYy, YacTo goTuKaroumnch focnoaa Beix, TO
CKaXXM MEHi, 4O KOro MW MOro npupiBHSEMO?
AKY 4MCcTOTY | NOBOXKHICTL BiH NOBUHEH MaTK?!
PosBaxk, AKi MOBWHHI OYTU pyKM TOro, XTO
BUKOHYE TaKy CAYX6y? A SKMN NOBUHEH BYyTU
S3UK, LLLO MNPOrosiollye Taki cioa ? Big koro
MOBMHHA OYTW YuCTia i cBATilWWA Aylla, Lo
npunMae Taky 6aarogatb Ceatoro [yxa? Toai i
aHre/IN CTOSAThb AOBKPYTU CBALLLEHWUKA i LW XOp




HebecHnx Cun B3UBAE, i MicLe HAaBKO10 YKEPTOBHMKA
HaMOBHIOETLCS HUMU B YeCTb TOro, XTO JIEXXMTb Ha
nepcroni.” (cB. IBaH 3on0ToycTuit, [1po CBALLEHCTBO
3:4).

CborogHi y CeatomMy XpamMi MU 6aumnun npuknag,
UMM csoBaM i Mosmaucs 3a Haworo OTtus HOpis
CiBka, KOTpPUMN CBSITKYE, SIK MU Bulle 3raganu, 40
pOKiB cBAlLleHcTBa. Ouonme BorocnyskiHHs Woro
BucokonpeocBslleHCcTBO  MuTponoant  AHTOHIN,
SAKOMY CiBCNY>XMB cOBOP KNipUKiB.

Mepen pBepuma xpamy Hactostens OTteup HOpin
npuBiTas Moro BUCOKONPeOoCBsALWEHCTBO i3 C/10BaMM
BAAYHOCTI 3a LLFO MOXK/IMBICTb CbOIrOHI, IKY NoJapyBaB
momy locnoab, MosmTUca pasomM 3  Bnagukoro
AHTOHIEM B e TOp>KeCTBEHHUIM AeHb. OTelb TaKoXK
3aK/IMKaB Bnaguky BO3HeCTW CBOI MOAIMTBU 3a MUP
B YKpaiHi B UeM 4Yac He/toACbKUX BUMNPOBOBYBaHb.
Moro BWCOKONPEOCBALLEHCTBO B, LMPO cepus
npueiTaB Hactosatens OTus HOpis, Ta noasKkyeas 3a
i BCi POKM CAYXKiHHA, BIiNbLUICTh 3 AKUX BOHM 3HAN
ofiHe ofHoro, 3a Te cay»kiHHsA Hawin CeaTin Llepksi
B sakomy Tpyamecs OTeub HOpin. Takox Bnaguka 3i
CNi3bMM Ha O4Yax Ta 3 BakKiCTH cepAus po3rnosiB
Nnpo Ti BUNPOBYBaHHS sAKi NepeHocATb Atoan YKpaiHu
CbOrofHi, Ta HAroJIoCMB Ha Til CUAi MOAUTBM SiKa
3apa3 Hanbinble HeobxigHa ans Hapopy YkpaiHu,
Ha TOMY LLO HaM MOTPIOHO 3a/MLLIATMUCA CUAbHUMMU
i BiggaHuMu bory, Ta 3ak/JMKaB YycCiX A0 CRiJbHOI
MOJIUTBU 32 MEPTBUX i XKMBUX 32 Borocay>KiHHAM.

I3 Buronocom [uskona [MaBna BucoupKoro “Hexait
MpoceiTTbca CsiT/I0 TBOE nepen,  Jliogpmu...”
po3noyanacs boxxectBeHHa JliTypria. Llepksa B
CbOrOAHILLUHIN AeHb 6ysa nepenoBHEHa NAbMU i
BiguyBasiacsi Ta CBATKOBa aTMocdepa i3 HOTKaMu
6.1aroroBiHHA AKi BUXOAMUAM i3 cepaeLb Atoaen nig vac
MoJ1iHHA. CbOroHiLLHS NiTypris 6yna no ocob,imBomMy
nigHeceHa, i BigyyBanacb AiMCHa MNPUCYTHICTb BCiX
HebGeCHUX CUA SKi MiAHOCATb MOJZIMTBM Bif, HaLLIOro
imeHi 1o BecesuwiHboro focnoaa. Y CesaTtomMy €EBaHresiie
€ rapHa i 3BopyLUMBa CLeHa, Ko lcyc XpucTtoc nicas
CBOro BOCKpeECiHHS, Ha 6epesi [eHe3apeTcbKoro o3epa,
Tpuui 3anuTas anocTtona MeTpa, uu BiH Moro nto6buTs. |
HanoTpirHy 3asBy I06oBilMeTpa, XpucToc Tpmdickasas
[0 Hboro: “Ilacu Moi arHaTa, nacu Moi BiBLi” (loaHa
21,16). | 3rigHO LUbOro npu CBAYEHHAX CBALLEHMKIB Icyc
XpucToc fopyyae nactv Moro srusTa Ta Bisj. | sk ue
BUAHO 3 po3MoBM CnacuTens i3 anocTtosioM [leTpom,
TOl Mipoto Nto60BI CBALLEHMKA A0 XpUcTa, MaE ByTu
MOro peBHICTb i CTapaHHs npo chnaciHHg ayw. OgHa 3
HaMCTapLLMX XPUCTUAHCbKMX iKOH, L0 3HAXOAUTHCS Y
PUMCBKMX KaTakoMbax - Le ikoHa [Jobporo Mactups.

Tyt Xpuctoc npeactaBneHnn a9k gobpuin lNactup,
AKMMA Ha CBOIX paMeHax Hece 3aryb/ieHy OBEYKY.
XpucToc xoue, Wo6 i Moro cBLLEHUKM By TaKoXK
[o6puMM  nacTupsMu. 3BiAcM MOXOAMTb MoYecHa
Ha3Ba: Ayw-nactup. O6GOB’A3KM CBALLEHUKA-AYLL-
nacTmMps HaMKpPaLLLi i HalBayk4i Ha 3eMJ1i, asie Haropoaa
BeJInKa y Hebi. Toxk i HacToaTenb CesaTtoi Lliei Mapadii
oTpuMaB 6,1aroc/IoBEHHY Haropojy CborofHi i3 pykK
BucokonpeocBsLeHHioro MmutponosamnTta AHTOHiS,
a caMe nocTaB/ieHHs B caH [lpoTonpecsiTepa. 3a
C/lIOBaMW MOJIUTBM BiH Tenep € npuknag Aans ycix
MOJIOALLUMX CBALEHHUKIB, CTpalUMMA Hag HUMM, i
BNagHUA TpumaTu nopsaaok B Llepksi Boxkint Mix
HUMMK, Ta NIATPUMYBATU YNCTOTY BYeHHs npo bora.
Ha Bcto uepkBy npoayHaim BUKAWKK “LocToiHnin”,
“NocTonHnin”, “IocTOMHUI", K L,e BNacTUBO TpaauLii
Hawoi LlepKBM KoM XTOCb OTPUMYE SIKYCb Haropoay
i 1oAMN CTBEPAXKYHOTh O AiNCHO, BiH € JOCTOMHUI
ii. Micns uboro Bcboro TopXKecTBEHHa AiTyprist 3HOBY
NpoaoBXuMnacs.

Y cBoit nponos.iai Bnagnka - MUTponoauT Haronocms
Ha TiM roToBHOCTI AnocTona nitn 3a focnogoM Ha
Moro noknuk pasom i3 ceoiMm 6patom lMeTpom, i Le €
npuKAaa, ans BCix Hac XpUCTUSH CbOroAHI cnigyBaTu
3a locnogom 3a Moro nokaMkamm B HaLLIOMy YKWUTTI.
B KOYXHOro uen NoKAUK CBild YHIKa/IbHUIA, peTesIbHO
BifibpaHui focnoaom came Ans Tiei Mr0auHAU. TakoxK
Len MOK/IMK € MOK/IMKOM SIKUM KOXKEH CBALLLEHHUK
paHiLLle YK Ni3Hille MPURHSAB Y CBOEMY YKUTTI.

Mig, HeMMoBipHMIA cniB LlepkoBHoro Xopy Ta LUMpI
MOJINTBU JItOAEN Ta TUX XTO O4OJ110BAB iX BigbyBanocs
nopanslle borocny»iHHsA. B cborogHilHiM  AeHb
0co6/imMBo  6araTto AiTeM Ta TakKOXX J0POC/nX
npuctynuam ao Taiim CeaTtoro lNpuyactsa umm cammum
NMoeaHann puUTM BUTTS CBOIX cepAelb i3 pUTMOM
onTTa cepus flocnopaa Icyca XpucTa.

B «kiHUi BorocnyxiHHa Bnaguka AHTOHIN wWe
pa3s npwusiTae Hactostens OTtua Hpia CiBka i3
40 pokie BiggaHoro CesuweHunvoro ChyskiHHS Ta
OTPUMaHOI Haropogor Ta nobakae e 6inblue
CMA Ta HacHaru Ans CAyXXiHHS y BuHorpagHuky
Boyxkomy. CemiHapucTtun CeaTo-CodiiBcbkoi CeMiHapii
TaKOXX 3BEPHYIMCA 3i c/ioBaMM NpuBiTaHHsA go OTus
HacTtosTena Ta y BipwoBaHiin ¢opMi Bif, LuMporo
cepus npusitanam OTusa KOpis nig cnis MHOroAiTTS.

Michs HacMyeHUX MoOAIM Ta MasIKUX MOJIUTOB SKi
Bif6ynncs B Xpami boxkomy Bci oy 6yam 3anpoLueHi
Ha CBAaTKOBY Tpanesy npurotoBaHy B 4yecTb OTuUSA
- lMpoTonpecsiTepa HOpis. 3an 6yB nepenoBHEHWUN
i popocauMu i AiTbMU i BCi i3 pafiicHUM cepuemM

3ibpanuncs Wwob po3ainntn Ty pagicte OTus HacTtosTens.
Michs cuTHOro Ta cMayHoro o6igy CecTpuLTBO HaLLOi
Llepkeu npusitano OTua Hactositens HelMOBiIpHO
CMaYyHMM TOPTOM Ta CONI0AKUMU AJ1 BYyX NOBGaXKaHHAMM.

Ane > HanepegopHi CBsaTa MW BCi 3HAaEMO 4YOro TaK
YyeKatoTb YCi AiTKKW, OTOX Halli AiTKM TakoX B 3axBaTi
yekasim Ha npuxig CesaToro Mukosias i3 nogapyHo4kamm i
nicns ypounctoro Buctyny CemiHapucTis i3 Kongakamm,
CesaTuii MuKoNnalh BCe > TaKM MOYYB TOM MOKAMUK i
3aBiTaB Ja Halloi 3a51u. Bei aiTkn 6ynn B 3axBaTi | KOyKeH
pO3Ka3aB Mo BipLUMKY YM 3acriBaB Mo MiCeHLLi Ta po3Ka3aB
woch uUikaBe CBATOMY Ta OTpUMa/JIM CBOI MOAAPYHKW.
Micns Yoro BCi i3 TpeneTHUMU cepusMU PO3INLLINCS B
MUPIi A0 CBOIX AOMIBOK.

Parish Feast Day and the 40th Anniversary of Ordination
Celebration at the Spiritual Center of the UOC of the USA
On December 18th, the eve of the Feast of St. Nicholas,
the Holy Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
celebrated the feast of St. Apostle Andrew the First-
Called, Patron of the Memorial Church at its Metropolia
Center. Although we know that our church celebrates
the Feast of St. Andrew on December 13th, however,
due to the 40th anniversary of the priestly ordination of
Father Yurij Siwko, with the blessing of the hierarchs of
our Church, His Eminence Metropolitan Antony and His
Eminence Archbishop Daniel, the Festive, Solemn and
Divine Archpastoral Liturgy was celebrated a few days
late.

In the Fourth Century, Saint John Chrysostom wrote
about priests: “When a priest invokes the Holy Spirit and
offers a terrible Sacrifice, often touching the Lord of all,
then tell me, to whom do we equate him? What purity
and piety should he have?! Consider what should be the
hands of one who performs such a service? And what
should be the language that proclaims such words? From
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Whom should a more pure and holier soul receive
such a Grace of the Holy Spirit? Then the angels stand
around the priest and a whole choir of Heavenly
Powers calls out, and they fill the place around the
Altar in honor of the One who rests upon the Throne
(St. John Chrysostom, “On the Priesthood 3:4).

Today in the Holy Church we saw an example of these
words and prayed for our Father Yurij Siwko, who is
celebrating, as we mentioned above, 40 years of
priesthood. His Eminence Metropolitan Antony who
was co-served by the Sobor of Clergy led the Divine
Service. At the entrance of the church, Father Yuriy
greeted His Eminence with words of gratitude for this
opportunity the Lord gave him today, to pray together
with Metropolitan Anthony on this solemn day. He
also asked His Eminence to offer prayers for peace
in Ukraine during the genocidal attacks from Russia
against Ukrainian people. His Eminence congratulated
Father Yurij from the bottom of his heart and thanked
him for all these 40 years of devoted service, most of
which they have served our church together, to Our
Holy Church. Further, His Eminence, with tears in his
eyes and with a heavy heart, spoke about the trials
that the people of Ukraine are going through today
and emphasized how great the power prayer is, which
is now so necessary for our brothers and sisters in
Ukraine. He further said that we all need to remain
strong and devoted to God and He called everyone to
pray during the Divine Liturgy for those who have died
and the living who suffer under unrelenting attacks.

The Divine Liturgy began with the exclamation of
Deacon Pavlo Vsotskyi “Let Your Light shine before
men that those who see it will glorify Your Father in
Heaven”. The church was full of people today and the
reverence that came from people’s hearts created
a very spiritual atmosphere during the service. The
“real presence of all the Heavenly Powers” who offer
prayers on our behalf to the Lord was felt deeply.

There is a beautiful and touching scene in the Holy
Gospel when Jesus Christ, after his resurrection, on
the shore of Gennesaret, asked the apostle Peter three
times if he loved him. To Peter’s threefold declaration
of love, Christ said to him three times in response: “feed
my sheep” (John 21:16). According to this, during the
ordination of priests, Jesus Christ entrusts them the
shepherding of His lambs and sheep. As it can be seen
from the Savior's conversation with the Apostle Peter,
the measure of a priest’s love for Christ should be the
zeal and effort he puts into the salvation of people’s
souls. One of the oldest Christian icons located in the
Roman catacombs is the icon of the Good Shepherd.

Here Christ is presented as a good Shepherd who
carries a lost sheep on his shoulders. Christ wants His
priests to be good shepherds as well. This is where
the honorable name “shepherd of souls” comes from.
The duties of a priest-shepherd of souls are the best
and most difficult on earth, but the reward is great in
heaven.

For shepherding His souls, Fr. Yurij, Pastor of the St.
Andrew Memorial Church received a blessed award
today from the hands of His Eminence Metropolitan
Antony, namely, the elevation to the rank of
Protopresbyter. According to the words of the prayer,
he is now to be an example for all junior priests, to
keep order among them and to maintain the purity
of the teachings of God. The whole church cries out
“Worthy”, “Worthy”, “Worthy”, proclaiming that Fr.
Yurij is, indeed, worthy.

In his sermon, Metropolitan Antony announced the
willingness of the Apostle Andrew the First-Called
to follow the Lord. Andrew went to his brother,
Peter and declared to him that “we have found the
Messiah” - the most important words in the Gospel
reading from St. John. Even though the Apostles
did not seem to understand everything our Lord
taught them until the Holy Spirit came upon them at
Pentecost, they somehow realized that He was the
Messiah and that He had changed their lives forever.
His Eminence reminded all the faithful present that
they were baptized in the Name of the Holy Trinity
and received Holy Chrismation. He asked how many
of them understand that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God, the Messiah, the Savior of the world. If they do,
how are they proving it by the way they live each day.
We cannot be faithful to our Lord for only a few hours
each Sunday morning during Divine Liturgy. We must
be faithful every second, minute, hour, day, and year
of our lives.

Many adults and even more children today
participated in the Sacrament of Holy Communion,
thus combining the rhythm of their hearts with the
rhythm of the heart of the Lord Jesus Christ. At the
end of the Divine Service, Metropolitan Antony once
again congratulated the Father Yurij, on his anniversary
and wished him even more strength and inspiration
for serving in the Vineyard of God. The seminarians
of the St. Sophia Seminary also addressed the words
of greeting to Father Yurij and congratulated him in
a poetic form and then sang “God Grant You Many
Years!”.

After Diving Liturgy in the temple of God, the clergy
and faithful were invited to a festive Agape (Feast of
Love) meal prepared by Pokrova Sisterhood in honor
of Father - Protopresbyter Yurij. The hall was full and
everyone gathered with a joyful heart to share the joy
of the celebration. But on the eve of Christmas, we all
know what all the children are looking forward to. So our
children were also excitedly waiting for the arrival of St.
Nicholas with gifts. And after the solemn performance of
the seminarians with Christmas carols, St. Nicholas heard
that call and came to our hall to greet everybody. All the
children were delighted, and each recited a poem or sang
a song for St. Nicholas and told something interesting
about their lives to him and then received gifts from him.
It was a blessed Parish Feast Day and celebration for all.

Parish Feast Day and the 40th Anniversary of Ordination
Celebration at the Spiritual Center of the UOC of the USA
Photos by Subdeacon Maksym Zhuravchyk and Valentyna
Dovban

Text by Subdeacon Andrii Vatrich




o
The JOY‘of the Nativity Season
is Brought to the Evacuated Residents of
“¢{" Znamyanka Orphanage in Poland
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11 hours and 30 minutes - 568 miles (915
kilometers) - the distance between Znamynka
Children’s Orphanage in Ukraine and the Sanatorium
in Krasnobrod, Poland. In this small town (with the
population of about 3,000) - 39 children and 4
caretakers from Znamyanka orphanage found a new
home since the first days of the invasion of Ukraine
by the Russian Federation.

With the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan
Antony, Archbishop Daniel traveled to Poland
following his archpastoral visit to St. Job of Pochaiv
Ukrainian Orthodox parish in Los Alamos, NM.
Crossing the entire USA and the international
borders, Vladyka Daniel traveled in 24 hours the
distance of 5,850 miles (9,415 kilometers) in order
to bring joy of the traditional St. Nicholas Feast Day
and Christmas Season to the youth of Znamyanka
orphanage, temporarily living in Poland.

Forthe past 15 years, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the USA always commissioned Mission Teams
in the month of December to visit the residents of
Znamyanka orphanage and to gift them with the joy
of the season by bringing Charitable Aid, toys and
logistical supplies. Taking into consideration the
ongoing war in Ukraine, the UOC of the USA this
year was not able to send a mission team to Ukraine;
however, since a number of children were evacuated
to Poland, the archbishop took it upon himself to
visit them on behalf of our missionaries, clergy and
the faithful of the Church.

Working closely with the director of Znamyanka
Children’s Orphanage in Ukraine, Pani Tetiana Valko,
Vladyka connected with the Chief Curator of the
evacuated youth - Pani Veronica Mykhayletska, and
flew to Krakow, Poland. After a long car ride from the
airport, he finally arrived at the Krasnobrod Sanatorium
- where the orphaned children, fleeing the Russian
aggression, have safely resided since March.

Smiles, hugs and tears were exchanged as the bishop
of the UOC of the USA crossed the threshold of the
temporary residence. Toys and gifts were brought in
suitcases (through the generosity of St. Mary Protectress
Ukrainian Orthodox cathedral in Allentown, PA - Fr.
Richard Jendras - pastor), enabling the children to play
with the new toys and to have fun with numerous arts
and crafts supplies.

Having visited the children, Vladyka Daniel held a
meeting with the staff of the orphanage (Veronica
Mykhayletska - Special Education Instructor; Anna
Chub - Medical Assistant; Bobik Olena and Olha Chub
- nannies), discussing the most critical requirements for
the children to fulfill their educational, organizational,
and medical needs. The facility utilizes the services and
products of the nearby grocery stores and pharmacies
to provide for the basic food, clothing and medical
requirements of the children, which are purchased via
the charitable funds of the UOC of the USA.

His Eminence Archbishop Daniel concluded his visit
by meeting with the administration of Krasnobrod
Sanatorium, under the leadership of director Barbara
Kowal and her assistants, who provided the bishop
with an overview of the most recent repairs of the
kitchen and dining hall, which will be utilized by the
children of Znamyanka orphanage. Moreover, the
archbishop learned about the dietary nutritional plans
and medical care that the Sanatorium provides for
the residents. Expressing his most profound gratitude
to the administration of the Sanatorium, Archbishop

caretakers. He continued by assuring every one of the
Church’s daily prayers for the conclusion of this senseless
war and restoration of peace in Ukraine and conveyed
his sincere hope that soon we will meet once again in
Ukraine, united as caretakers of these young people
in Znamyanka. “May God bless you and be with you
throughout your life!”

Having toured the exhibits of arts and crafts created by
the children, Vladyka Daniel bid an emotional farewell
to all in Krasnobrod, making his way to Krakow and later
for the United States of America in order to be on time
for the parish visitation of Sts. Peter and Paul Ukrainian
Orthodox parish in Palos Park, IL on December 10-11,
2022.

Photos by Anna Chub

Daniel stated: “Our humanity is recognized through [

our actions, kindness and care which we show for each
other. In this time of the Genocidal war in Ukraine,
perpetrated by the Russian Federation, we all have a
sacred responsibility to care for the most precious gift
that the God Himself granted all of us - our life in Him
and through His creation.

His Eminence expressed that there are no words that

can adequately express the feelings of gratitude for
the care that the Sanatorium staff, and the people of =

Poland, have given to the millions of refugees from
Ukraine, but especially to these 39 children and their
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While traveling to Poland to visit the children of the
Znamynka Orphanage who are currently residing in
Poland due to the ongoing Russian invasion of Ukraine,
His Eminence Archbishop Daniel of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the USA, was able to purchase
several ambulances to be delivered to the military and
the hospitals throughout Ukraine.

The procurement of ambulances was made possible
due to the generous donation of $25,000 from the
California Association to Aid Ukraine. The UOC of the
USA is working in cooperation with this organization
which was founded in the early 1990's by Ukrainian-
Americans, to ship humanitarian relief aid to Ukraine.
The CAAUkraine organization has partnered with
numerous groups throughout the USA, Ukraine and
from around the world in order to leverage combined
resources and efficiently deliver aid to those in need.

The purchased ambulances in Poland, where they were
blessed by Archbishop Daniel, have already arrived in
Kyiv and presented for distribution by His Beatitude
Metropolitan Epifaniy of Kyiv and All Ukraine of the
Orthodox Church of Ukraine. From the St. Michael’s
Golden-Domed Monastery, they will be taken to areas
throughout the country where they will be utilized to
save lives.

Photos by Deacon Andrii Sydor
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UOC of the USA and California Association

Aid Ukraine Providing Humanitarian Aid to Ukraine TOGETHER

by Purchasing Medical Ambulances

In the darkness of the night - the LIGHT of LIFE is shining
through the ministry of the UOC of the USA

Hasitb cepen rempsisu nodi - CBITJIO KUTTA cisic
gepes cayxinas YIII CIIA

In the cold darkness of winter, even the slightest
difficulty is increased ten-fold. A quick jaunt to town
takes an hour instead of 20 minutes as one makes
their way over frozen terrain, through mounds of
snow, and over slick patches of ice.

A minor inconvenience turns into a major trauma as
people suffering from the flu, broken limbs, infections,
kidney stones, cuts, and other ailments are not able
to reach hospitals for treatment in a timely manner.
If the weather were not a large enough hindrance
to reaching urgent care, the lack of electricity due
to the unprovoked invasion of Ukraine by Russia,
specifically targeting civilian infrastructure, power
stations, hospitals and medical clinics has made even
the slightest illness a threat to survival.

While civilians are struggling with medical aid, the
defenders of these civilians are struggling even more
as they fight to ensure the freedom of the sovereign
nation of Ukraine. With Russian missiles daily bombing
the countryside, the warriors are often injured. With
the freezing temperatures even the slightest injuries
threated the lives of those who are wounded.

Into this dark scenario, which has been played out
countless times over the past ten months in Ukraine,
comes a glimmer of life and hope. The darkness of the
unlit cities and of the countryside army encampments
is shattered by the bright headlights of the lifesaving
ambulances which have been delivered to the

defenders of Ukraine thanks to the generous donations
of the faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
USA.

With the blessing of Metropolitan Antony, Prime
Hierarch of the UOC of the USA, Archbishop Daniel,
Ruling Hierarch of the Western Eparchy and President of
the Consistory, delivered funds to purchase ambulances
which would save the lives of innocent civilians, injured
army personnel, children, grandparents, and all the sons
and daughters of Ukraine who need medical assistance.
Supplied with the latest medical equipment, as well as
emergency medical kits to handle the trauma of war, these
vehicles were blessed by His Beatitude Metropolitan
Epifaniy, the Primate of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine,
and delivered to the war-torn regions of Ukraine,
including the 58th Motorized Infantry Brigade - Hetman
Ivan Vyhovsky Military Unit, and the 4th Tactical Group
of the Ukrainian Volunteer Corp “Right Sector”.

With the accessibility of medical care on wheels,
numerous lives will be saved as tourniquets get quickly
applied, antibiotics get delivered, legs get splinted, hearts
get restarted, and gushing wounds get bandaged.

There is no greater sign of love than to save a life.
Consider donating to the Ukrainian Humanitarian Relief
Fund of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA -
and save a life.

Photos by www.pomisna.info
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286th day of the War... UOC of the USA Continues to Deliver
Humanitarian Aid to Ukraine

286 nens Biitnu... YIIII CIIIA npoaoB:Ky€e nagaBarn
I'ymanirapny Jonomory B Ykpaiii

tragic loss of human life, destruction of property and
forced evacuation from Ukraine have presented new
challenges to the ministry of the Church among the
people of Ukraine.

Thousands of miles away from Ukraine, the clergy
and faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
USA responded decisively to the urgent Humanitarian
Disaster caused by the war. Th parish communities
from across the country began to collect and ship to
Ukraine medical and logistical supplies, financial aid,
etc.

With the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan
Antony, the Spiritual Center of the UOC of the
USA, acting through the ministry of the Consistory
offices of the Church, actively engaged in providing
medical and food supplies to the devasted areas of
the Central, Eastern and Southern parts of Ukraine.
Most recently, Odessa, Mykolaiv, Kherson, Donetsk,
Mariupol and Kyiv regions received shipments of food
and medicine, as well as over 200 tons of potable
water and logistical supplies for the residents of the
destroyed areas.

Archbishop Daniel daily receives updates from the
volunteers in Ukraine and together with Protodeacon
Ihor Mahlay, the director of the Consistory Office of
Christian Charity and Very Rev. Fr. Stephen Hutnick,
treasurer of the UOC of the USA, make the most
necessary decisions that impact the delivery and
distribution of the Humanitarian Aid in Ukraine.

286th day of the war in Ukraine... The reality of the

20 kilometers from the front line, the soldiers and
residents of Bahmut received the logistical supplies of
several drones that provide the life-saving information
about the movements of the Russian forces that attack
peaceful villages and towns of the area.

Portable stoves and heaters have been purchased and
delivered to the members of the armed forces in Ukraine,
serving on the front lines of Donetsk region.

The town of Kostyantynivka, another 20 kilometers
away from Bahmut, continues to receive the aid from the
UOC of the USA in order to feed the refugees, pregnant
women, children, elderly, people with the disabilities.
Even when the lights are out, due to the shortage of
electricity and heating - we continue to bring Light into
the lives of people!

In Dnipro region, the Church is able to distribute food
and medical supplies to the refugees from Mariupol and
surrounding areas. Portable heaters and blankets, sweat
treat for children and diapers for babies continue to be
purchased and delivered through the cooperation of the
UOC of the USA with His Eminence Metropolitan Serhiy
of Donetsk Eparchy of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine.

The residents of the most recently liberated city of
Kherson also received a touch of love from the efforts of
the Humanitarian Aid of the UOC of the USA. Working
closely with the volunteers from Odessa, tons of potable
water, food and toys for children were distributed in
various residential areas of the city.
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The residents of the city of Mykolaiv, most recently
attacked area of Southern Ukraine, received the
delivery of the most basic and necessary life-saving
water. Dozens of young volunteers in Odessa,
assisted the representatives of the UOC of the USA
in packing the trucks with the containers and water,
as they were driven to the residents of Mykolaiv.

Thanks to the generous donations of the faithful of
the UOC of USA, the Church continues to provide
necessary care to those in need, to those who are
laying down their lives for their neighbors, and to all
the innocents who are suffering wrongly from Russian
aggression. While providing material goods, the
Church also continues to pray fervently for the safety
of the civilians and defenders, and a speedy cessation
of the hostility, allowing the people of Ukraine to live
in peace and prosperity.

Please, visit our web site for the most recent updates
on our humanitarian efforts and CONTINUE TO
SUPPORT US IN OUR MISSION TO HELP THE
PEOPLE AND NATION OF UKRAINE!
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The cold of Winter is even colder in Ukraine as the
power has been cut by the invading Russian forces.
There is no heat, no light, no food.

Entire families huddle together in dark and dank
cellars, shivering under blankets. Parents hug their
children and instead of worrying which gift to buy
them for Christmas, they worry if their child will
survive the cold and frigid winter.

Instead of hearing the joyful tunes of Christmas
carols, these families hear the shrill of sirens, the whir
of missiles flying overhead, and run for cover as the
earth shakes upon impact.

Into this seemingly hopeless dark atmosphere, a bright
light shines forth giving these innocent and suffering
civilians a smidgeon of hope. Thanks to Archbishop
Daniel of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, who with
the blessing of Metropolitan Antony, these families
can reap the benefits of the generous donations made
by the faithful of the Church.

Each day hundreds gather seeking medical assistance,
food, warm clothing, and water. Working with
Archbishop Serhij of Donetsk and Mariupol (OCU), the
UOC of the USA has been able to sponsor medicine,
hygiene products, coats, boots, lamps, food, etc.

As the forlorn individuals huddled together for
warmth while standing in line, peacefully awaiting
their turn, the children were given sweets, bolstering
their mood, and giving them the endurance to wait
just a bit longer for their turn.

TapEy i’l;on

Each family was given a box containing the necessities
to fill their immediate needs - canned goods, dry non-
perishableitems, fresh fruit, as well as hygiene products,
and for those with young children - diapers, formula,
etc. Each child went away with some chocolate and an
adorable stuffed animal which would serve to sooth
their fears over the following trying times.

The elderly were given special attention, their blood
pressure was measured, and they were given quick
examinations, and prescribed what medicines were
available to ensure they were able to remain healthy
throughout the coming weeks.

There is such need. For Ukrainians the holidays appear
dismal and dark, fraught with fear and uncertainty, but,
thanks to your generous donations, a glimmer of hope,
an expression of love, a virtual hug is passed along and
envelopes the souls of the suffering with warmth and
hope.

Please consider donating to the UOC of USA Ukrainian
Humanitarian Relief Fun
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UOC of the USA Represented at the HlStOI‘lC Y.\
of the President of Ukraine in the US Congress

dress
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During the most recent trip of the President of Ukraine
Volodymyr Zelensky to the United States of America,
the leaders of the Ukrainian American Diaspora
Community were invited to visit the United States of
America Congress for the formal speech of President
Zelensky on December 21, 2022.

In his remarks, President Zelensky thanked “every
American” for their support of Ukraine as he delivered
an address to the Joint Session of Congress aimed
at sustaining U.S. and allied support for his country’s
defense against Russia’s brutal invasion since February
24, 2022.

His Eminence Archbishop Daniel, assisted by Very Rev.
Fr. Volodymyr Steliac (pastor of St. Andrew Ukrainian
Orthodox Cathedral in Silver Spring, MD) and Very
Rev. Fr. Vasyl Pasakas of the Consistory of the UOC of
the USA attended the historic address of the war-time
President of Ukraine at the US Congress.

It must be noted that Very Rev. Fr. Volodymyr Steliac
is also a chaplain in the US Air Force and assisted the
Ukrainian Diplomatic Corps in welcoming to the US
the President of Ukraine.

Meeting with the elected officials of the US House of
Representatives and Senate, Archbishop Daniel had
an opportunity to call upon them to offer any and
all support for Ukraine, as the country fights for the
basic human rights, survival of democracy not only in
Ukraine but indeed for the world-wide community.
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The Ukrainian American community was represented
by the members of the major US Diaspora religious,
charitable and community organizations. Prior to the
formal speech of President Zelensky, Archbishop Daniel
met with His Eminence Metropolitan Borys Gudziak of the
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church, addressing common
ecclesiastical matters and opportunities for cooperation,
especially in the time of the Russian aggression in the
ancestral homeland Ukraine.

During his address, President Zelensky acknowledged the
input of the Ukrainian American Diaspora religious and
community organizations. Members of the US Congress
with standing ovation supported President Zelensky'’s
acknowledgment and responded to the greeting of the
Ukrainian American Diaspora community leaders “Cnaa
Ykpaini!” with the resounding “eposim Cnasa!”

The highly sensitive trip of the President of Ukraine took
place after 10 months of a brutal war that has seen tens
of thousands of casualties and devastation for Ukrainian
citizens.




Students and Faculty of St. Sophia Seminary Family
Learn About the Serbian Orthodox Traditions
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“A new commandment | give to you, that you love one
another; as | have loved you, that you also love one
another.” John 13:34

With the gracious blessing of His Eminence,
Metropolitan ANTHONY, Popadija Jan and | had the
joy of sharing the celebration, on December 19th, of
our Krsna Slava (Family Patron Saint) St. Nicholas of
Myra, the Wonderworker. Ourjoywas enhanced by the
presence of His Eminence Metropolitan ANTHONY,
His Eminence Archbishop DANIEL, brother clergy and
their families, and the Seminarians of our beloved St.
Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox Seminary.

The celebration of the Family Patron Saint (Serbian:
Krsna Slava) is predominant among, but not exclusive
to, Serbian Orthodox (some Macedonians, and Romani
in Serbia, also celebrate Krsna Slava). The exact
origins of the celebration are unknown; it pre-dates
Serbia’s most prominent saint, St. Sava | (his family,
the Nemanich royal dynasty, celebrated St. Stephen,
Archdeacon and Protomartyr), and is ascribed to the
earliest Christian missionaries sent by the Byzantine
Emperor Heraclius (AD 610 - AD 641), amongst the
Southern Slavs. These missionaries found that, as well
as the pantheon of national gods, each household had
its “god” - its “Slava”: the patron of the household,
celebrated and worshipped by the members of the
household. As families accepted Orthodoxy and were
baptized, the “Slava” was “baptized” as well - in place
of the household god, the saint of the day that the
family was baptized (Christened) became the patron
of the household. Because of the integral tie to the
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baptism of the family, the “Slava” now became “Krsna
Slava” - the “Christened Slava” - and is passed down
to each successive generation along the male line.

The elements of the celebration are: The Kolach
(Bread), Zhito/ Koljivo (Wheat), and Candle. The Kolach
symbolizes our Lord, the God-man Jesus Christ - the
Bread of Life (Jn. 6:35) and true Bread from Heaven
(Jn. 6:58). As Our Lord is eternal, the bread is always
circular (a circle has no beginning and no end). It is
always made with yeast as our Lord is “Artos” (leavened
bread) - a term used The Lord to describe Himself,
as well as by the Holy Apostles and Holy Fathers to
describe The Lord.

St. Nikolai (Velimirovich) of Zicha writes that, in the
“Kolac” - Bread, the seven major Holy Mysteries of
the Church are represented. The flour is made into
dough using blessed water from Theophany (Baptism)
and blessed oil (Chrismation and Unction). The Bread
is symbolic of Christ, Who offers Himself for the
remission of our sins (Heb. 9:28) (Holy Repentance). The
celebrant priest (Priesthood) will bless the Bread with
blessed wine (Eucharist). Finally, the priest and family
will rotate the Bread counterclockwise three times -
just as the Bridegroom and Bride, led by the priest,
process counterclockwise during Holy Matrimony; the
same verses being chanted.

The Zhito / Koljivo (Wheat) is offered as stated in the
Prayer for its blessing: for the Glory of God, in honor
of the saint, and in memory of those who have fallen
asleep in the Orthodox Faith. Though their bodies rest

as the grain of wheat that falls to the earth (Jn. 12:24),
their souls are alive before God (Jn. 11:25) and in need
of our love (Rom. 8:38) until the Day of Resurrection.
The Candle is a reminder that we have “...received the
light from the unwaning light...Christ Who is risen from
the dead.” (Matins of Pascha); that we are to be “..the
children of light...” (Jn. 12:36; cf. 1Thess. 5:5) and, in
imitation of our Lord and our patron saint: “..let your
light do shine before all men... (Mt. 5:16).

The celebration begins with the censing of the Kolac,
Zhito, candle and all present. The priest then intones:
“Blessed is our God...", followed by the Trisagion and
the Lord’s Prayer. The Troparion of the Saint is then
chanted, followed by the Prayer for the Blessing of
the Zhito / Koljivo. The priest then blesses the Kolac
and the wine, elevating both together and saying: “We
offer unto You, O Lord, this offering in glory and honor
of (nhame of the saint); by his/her intercessions, have
mercy upon us and save us.” The priest then cuts onto
the back of the Kolac the sign of the Cross, reciting “In
the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit”, as
the incisions are made. The Cross is made on the back
of the Kolac, as our Lord was crucified with His back
to the Cross. Wine is then poured into the incisions by
the priest, again reciting “In the Name of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit”- reminding us of the Lord’s
blood shed on the Cross for our salvation. The Zhito /
Koljivo is blessed by the pouring of wine in the sign of
the Cross in the Name of the Holy Trinity. The Kolac is
then rotated counterclockwise by the family members
and the priest, while the hymns, “O Holy Martyers...",
“Glory to Thee, O Christ our God...” and “Rejoice , O
Isaiah...” are chanted.

The priest and the head of the household then break
the Kolac into two portions. The priest then venerates
the two portions, together, and says: “Christ is in our
midst”, offering the other side of the portions to be
venerated by each family member, who reply: “He
is, and ever shall be!” This is our affirmation of our
continuing experience of the Holy Apostles: “...how He
was known to them in the breaking of the bread.” (Lk.
24:35).

The intercessory verses are then chanted: “Glory...
Through the intercessions of our holy (name of the
saint), O Most Merciful One, cleanse from the multitude
of our transgressions. Now and ever...through the
intercessions of the Theotokos...” concluding with:
“Have mercy upon us, O God, according to Your great
mercy, and according to Your abundant compassion,
blot out the multitude of our transgressions. Today
the grace of the Holy Spirit has gathered us together,

and taking up Thy Cross let us say: ‘Blessed is He
Who comes in the Name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest!"”

The celebration concludes with a short Litany of
Fervent Supplication and Dismissal.

In answer to the most common inquiry about the Krsna
Slava - no, you do not have to be Serbian to have your
own Krsna Slava!

Our heartfelt thanks to Their Eminences, and to all
of our St. Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox Seminary for
adopting us as family, and allowing us to adopt them
as family!

Fr. Milorad and Popadija Jan Orlic
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A GLOBAL CRISIS

OF ECCLESIASTICAL PROPORTIONS

By Fr. Harry Linsinbigler
(continued from November, 2022 UOW)

Canonical Abuse

Since 2007, the Patriarchate of Moscow has repeatedly but selectively violated the canons of the
Church, and while doing so, has selectively weaponized them to achieve its worldly ends of
expansion. Moscow has been accusing Constantinople of being an “Eastern Pope” for quite some
time,” while it establishes the Patriarch of Moscow as a worldwide ecclesiastical leader and
transforms the Russian Church from a local to a worldwide church without boundaries. Keep in
mind that the Ecumenical Patriarchate has never claimed that it has jurisdiction over anyone in any
of the canonical territories of the other patriarchates, no matter what a person’s ethnicity or “self-
identification.” But Moscow has now claimed worldwide jurisdiction over everyone who
“voluntarily” joins it! It is setting itself up as a worldwide national Orthodox church as an
alternative to the actual Orthodox Church that is a single Body of Christ manifesting as a
communion of established local Churches. The Russian Orthodox Church has now invaded the
undisputed territory of one of the Ancient Patriarchates, namely Alexandria. Which one actually
implements Vatican-like “papalism”?

The Russian Orthodox Church, since 1988, has claimed that it has jurisdiction anywhere
in the world (!) over persons who “voluntarily” accept its jurisdiction (Article 1.3 of the Statute of
the Russian Orthodox Church).® Let us go back to 2018 when Moscow established a parallel

7 Byzantine, Texas: Russian Church rep. accuses EP of "Eastern Papism" (byztex.blogspot.com). DL 3/1/2022
8 STATUTE-OF-THE-RUSSIAN-ORTHODOX-CHURCH.pdf (mospatusa.com). DL 3/15/2022
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Church in the Koreas, when there was already a single Church there. By approaching the secular
rulers, Moscow was in clear and unbridled violation of Canon 30 of the Apostles, which states that
“If any bishop comes into possession of a church by employing secular rulers, let him be deposed
from office, and let him be excommunicated.”

By its incursion of Africa, the Moscow Patriarchate violates many canons in addition. For
example, Apostolic Canon 33:

None of the foreign Bishops, or Presbyters, or Deacons shall be received without letters
commendatory. Even when they bear such, they shall be examined. And if they really are
preachers of piety, they shall be received; but if they are not, after furnishing them what they
have need of, they shall not be admitted to communion. For many things are done with a
view to rapine.'’

The Apostolic Canons, therefore, tell us to be vigilant against hierarchs or clergy looking to
accomplish a violative seizing of another’s ecclesiastical territory via “Trojan horse.” The Council
of Chalcedon in its twelfth canon is concerned not just about harming the Church by seizure, but
also rending the Church by having parallel jurisdictions or divided loyalties by having rival
Orthodox Metropolitans in the same province:

It has come to our knowledge that some persons, by resorting to the civil authorities, have
obtained pragmatics whereby they have contrived to divide one province into two, contrary
to the ecclesiastical Canons, and as a result there are two Metropolitans in one and the same
province. The holy Council has therefore made it a rule that no Bishop shall hereafter be
allowed to do such a thing. For, if anyone shall attempt to do so, he shall forfeit his own rank.
As for all those cities which have already been honored with the name of Metropolis by
letters of the emperor, let them enjoy only the honor, and likewise the Bishop who is
administering its church; it being left plain that the rights properly belonging to the real
Metropolis are to be preserved to this Metropolis (alone).'!

The word “divide” here is not referring to the province getting more populous because the
dioceses within it have grown more populous and therefore being legitimately reformed by its own
synod as two provinces one in the east and one in the west, for example. But such an occurrence
would happen by its own “greater” patriarchal synod (cf. 1 Constantinople Canon 6) if it is a unit
of a patriarchate (exarchate at that time), or by its own provincial/eparchial synod if it is an
autocephalous province. It is no accident that “divide” (xoatatéuvw) at the time of the council
meant not only to cut something that was whole into pieces, but also meant to cut down, as well
as to cut into the ground to make separate ditches.

The Church went to such a great extent to never have overlapping or multiple jurisdictions
in the same territory that it went so far, in the 39™ canon of the Council of Trullo, with the

D. Cummings, The Rudder of the Orthodox Catholic Church (Chicago: The Orthodox Christian Educational
Society, 1957), 45

191bid., 50

' 1bid. 257
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displacement of the Church of Cyprus to the Hellespont, to figure out how to keep the Church’s
canons intact on this matter:

Seeing that our brother and fellow minister John the president of the island of the Cyprians
has departed thence with his laity and has come to the eparchy of the Hellespont, both
because of barbarian assaults and because they have been freed from heathen slavery and
have become subject to the ruling powers of the most Christian empire, by the providence of
the philanthropic (or man-loving) God, and by the hard work of our Christ-loving and pious
emperor, we see fit to concur in decreeing that the privileges conferred upon and granted to
the throne of the man aforesaid by the God-bearing Fathers who convened in Ephesus long
ago shall be preserved without any innovations, so that the new Justinianopolis shall have
the right of Constantinople, and the most God-beloved Bishop appointed over it shall preside
over all those in the eparchy of the Hellespontians and be ordained by his own bishops, in
accordance with the ancient custom. For our God-bearing Fathers have already decided that
the customs obtaining in each Church are to be continued, the Bishop of the city of the
Cyzicenians being subject to the president of the said Justinianopolis, in imitation of the rest
of all the Bishops who are under the said most God-beloved president John, by whom, if the
need arises, the Bishop of the same city of the Cyzicenians shall be ordained.'?

Here we see the principle that two autocephalous Churches cannot both occupy jurisdiction over
the same territory, nor even part of the same territory. Since nearly all of Cyprus was displaced
due to the Islamic occupation of Cyprus, either the Church of Cyprus would either lose its
autocephaly give it centuries prior at the third ecumenical council and come under the jurisdiction
of Constantinople, or Constantinople had to give the entire eparchy of the Hellespont to the Church
of Cyprus. The solution was for Constantinople to cede its right to jurisdiction to this eparchy and
to give it over to Cyprus.

Of significance to our discussion is that the canon mentions these as the only two canonical
and ecclesiological possibilities. Even though there were now two peoples occupying the same
province, there was no possibility of overlapping parallel jurisdictions, with some being
Constantinopolitan parishes and others being Cypriot parishes even though there were now two
peoples occupying the same province. The Church has condemned any other course as a violation
not just of canons, but of the dogma of the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, as she did in
the Council of 1872.

Yet this principle was openly violated by Moscow. In its recent incursion into Africa, the
Moscow Patriarchate used the “Russkiy mir” argument that it was simply taking care of those who
voluntarily wish to come under its jurisdiction. However, another “pro-Moscow” argument is that
the Ecumenical Councils only gave Alexandria charge over part of Africa, and therefore its
intrusion into Africa wasn’t really violating canon law when establishing itself in sub-Saharan
Africa. Neither of these stand as being “canonical,” a term that Moscow is so fond of selectively
throwing around these days. Canon 17 of Chalcedon states that after thirty years of undisputed
pastoral ministry, that “unsettled” lands then come under local bishops:

12 Ibid. 335
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As touching rural parishes, or country parishes, in any province, they shall remain in the
undisputed possession of the bishops now holding them, and especially if they have held
them in their possession and have managed them without coercion for thirty years or more.
But if during a period of thirty years there has arisen or should arise some dispute
concerning them, those claiming to have been unjustly treated shall be permitted to
complain to the Synod of the province. But if anyone has been unjustly treated by his own
Metropolitan, let him complain to the Exarch of the diocese, or let him have his case tried
before the throne of Constantinople, according as he may choose. If, on the other hand, any
city has been rebuilt by imperial authority, or has been built anew again, pursuant to civil
and public formalities, let the order of the ecclesiastical parishes be followed. "

The Church of Kenya, one of the primary nations that Moscow ecclesiastically invaded,
has existed since 1930, and Alexandria’s authority over it, or over any of Africa for that matter,
has not been disputed, and certainly not within the thirty-year time frame established in this canon.
This stands as a blatant violation of Orthodox Church order, and, more importantly, a violation of
the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church in Africa, which was not severed until now.

The unity of the Church in Ukraine was already severed in the wake of the collapse of the
Soviet Union, as many soviet-era hierarchs divided the robe of Christ amongst themselves for
themselves in this new post-Soviet era. Moscow detested any faithful who would not be obedient
to the Russian symphonia of the Kremlin.

At this time, the Russian Orthodox Church should have purged itself of all Soviet-
appointed hierarchs at least by retiring them. Instead they kept them. Thus, if they followed a non
Russkiy Mir hierarch, they were “schismatics.”

Millions of confused faithful were brought out of communion with the Orthodox Church,
being surrounded on all sides and within by soviet-era wolves who had been appointed as
shepherds. Such faithful were repelled by Moscow and were not wanted back in the Church unless
they “repented” of their non-Russianness, which should have absolutely nothing to do with it, as
their faith was intact.

So what does all this mean? The Church of Moscow claims that if its perceived imperial-
ecclesial territory of Ukraine was “violated,” that it then has the right to violate the canons of the
Church in not only Constantinople’s territory, but the territory of any autocephalous churches that
support Ukraine’s autocephaly. This is certainly not only anti-canonical but also is not even
Christian, and violates the commandments of God. “If you wrong me, then I will wrong you” is
actually condemned by Scripture'*, but nevertheless is currently being employed by Moscow.

Moscow is selective in its application of the canons. Now I am not referring to taking one
canon and ignoring another to its own benefit, which it also does, but then again, Moscow could
perhaps could point back to the rest of us on that one. Rather, I am speaking of partisan application
of the same canons. For example, when receiving ROCOR within the Moscow Patriarchate, the

13 Ibid. 263
141 Peter 3.9: “Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to
this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.”
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Moscow Patriarchate did not re-ordain everyone. However, when it came to Constantinople’s
reception of the UOC-KP and the UAOC into the Ecumenical Patriarchate with virtually the same
process, Moscow rejected it and still continues to call the Orthodox Church of Ukraine
“unordained schismatics,” even though the reception and the condition of the bodies upon their
reception were essentially the same. There is virtually no difference in the status of ROCOR from
the UOC-KP that St. Basil Canon I would not have also been applicable to the reception of the
UOC-KP as parasynagogou who had returned to the Church with bishops and clergy being
received in their ranks without re-ordination. The difference was that it was beneficial to the
Russian Orthodox Church to receive ROCOR in this way and it was not beneficial to them that
Orthodox Ukrainians who wanted to be independent of Moscow should be brought back into the
Church either by Constantinople or Moscow itself, which is why it never made any attempts to do
so, and why the Ecumenical Patriarch needed to act in 2018.

The Moscow Patriarchate has given blessings to a military invasion of a neighboring
Orthodox country to “protect the interests” of the “Russkiy mir” under ecclesiastical pretenses.
Canonically speaking, a single murder has excommunication for 27 years, but much more for
genocide. The Ecumenical Patriarch, and many local Orthodox Churches have condemned the
invasion of Ukraine and the ongoing genocidal and immoral atrocities ordered by Vladimir Putin,
and the “blessings” and “absolutions” given by Moscow’s Patriarch Kyrill for those who die in
combat after having committed grievous sins beyond comprehension.

The Church needs to act. Specifically, it needs to meet in a Great Council to investigate
the matter, and if found guilty, depose Patriarch Kyrill and to excommunicate Vladimir Putin for
mass murder. The same thing that happened with Ukraine will also happen with African nations if
nothing is done since it now has clergy and parishes that have voluntarily and publicly entered into
the “Russkiy Mir.” The leaders of the Orthodox Church need to do their job and remove an
unrepentant mass-murderer from any legitimate communion in the Orthodox Church, and needs
to altogether defrock the patriarch that supports and even blesses this mass-murder. And keep in
mind that this is triply atrocious, as it is the support of the murder not only of innocent victims,
which is accessory to murder, most of whom are Orthodox Christians, but also the murder of his
own spiritual children.

There must be ecclesiastical consequences or the Church and the world will suffer as a
result that the Orthodox Church tolerates and is unable to deal with such monstrous acts. A Pan-
Orthodox Synaxis of Primates, or a Great Council, can accomplish this task.!> Although individual
local Churches have condemned this, the Orthodox Church cannot be silent and inactive in the
face of this global threat to the world and to the Church itself. If the Church is willing to convene
under the chairmanship of the Ecumenical Patriarch and accomplish this one task, even if the
contrary voice “of two or three” stands against it (Nicea Canon 6), then the world can look to the

Orthodox Church for leadership as God works in us to abate this global crisis of ecclesiastical
proportions.

15 Please note, a Great Council need only to have Patriarchs and a few representatives of the hierarchy of each
Patriarchate. The Ecumenical Patriarch does not need to limit the number of attendees, but would encourage the
attendance of at least three hierarchs (or representatives) from each autocephaly for their trip, with only one
representing the primate if he is not there is person, the others representing themselves and the remainder of the
autocephaly’s synod. We recall the Seventh Ecumenical Council which had only one representative who
represented three out of five patriarchates and it is recognized by all as being truly ecumenical. It would need to
summon Vladimir Putin and Patriarch Kyrill before the synod, or to send letters or messages of defense to the
accusations.
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IN MEMORIAM

ANATOLIY BEREZYUK
2002-2021

As we mark the one-year anniversary of the passing of our
dear parishioner, Anatoliy Berezyuk, St. Andrew Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of Boston remembers him fondly. Anatoliy
was only 19 years old when he succumbed to an aggressive
form of brain cancer. He had been an outstanding soccer
player at Boston College High School. In fact, he was the

captain of the team and rated one of the top ten players in the state of Massachusetts.
He had received a full scholarship to attend Boston College where he planned to
major in international relations.

Anatoliy was born in Kyiv in 2002. He came to the United States as a young boy and
was brought to St. Andrew’s by is mother. Fr. Roman recalls that Anatoliy was a polite
child who paid careful attention in church and would often say, “Fr. Roman is my best
friend!”

During his illness, Fr. Roman spent a lot of time with Anatoliy. Despite his physical
suffering, Anatoliy did not lose faith in God, but on the contrary, his faith was
strengthened. Fr. Roman was often the only visitor Anatoliy could have because of
Covid, and so Fr. Roman remained Anatoliy’s “best friend” as he faced the challenges
of his devastating diagnosis.

Over this past year, Anatoliy’s family: mother Viktoriya, father Alekesy and his younger
brothers, Sam aged six and Dennis aged four have continued to deal with their deep
and profound loss. But as Fr. Roman said at his funeral, and what we continue to
believe, “In Christ all those who believe in Him have eternal life. May the memory of
the servant of God, Anatoliy, be eternal from generation to generation.”
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INGREDIENTS
2/3 cup of powdered sugar

1/4 teaspoon of salt

4 oz Cream Cheese (room temperature)
1 cup of softened butter or margarine

1 teaspoon of vanilla extract

2 1/4 cups of sifted flour

1 1/2 cup chopped nuts (walnuts or your favorite nut)
1/2 Tbsp orange zest, from 1 medium orange

Extra powdered sugar for the coating

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Preheat your oven to 400 degrees Fahrenheit.

5’

2. Cream together thoroughly in a large bowl the powdered sugar, salt and the butter and cream chee.
3. Add the vanilla and blend into the butter and sugar mixture.

4. Stir the sifted flour gradually into the creamed ingredients.

5. Work the nuts and orange zest into the cookie dough. (Nuts may be omitted if someone has allergy.)
6. Put the dough in the refrigerator for a few hours or a day, until chilled through.

7. Form the cookie dough into balls about one inch in diameter and place them on an ungreased cookie
sheet about 2 inches apart. Don't make them too large or they won't bake through properly.

8. Bake at 400 degrees Fahrenheit 11-13 min, or until bottoms are golden and edges are barely golden
(Bake 11 min for softer cookies). Remove from baking sheet and cool 5 min.

9. Fill a bowl with powdered sugar and roll the cookies in it while they are still warm (not hot). Transfer
cookies to wire rack to cool completely. Once cookies are at room temp, roll in powdered sugar again
or dust the tops with a mini sieve for a snowy look.

51



Barabash, Christopher baptized and chrismated on November 12,
2022 in Holy Trinity Church, New York, NY. Child of Andrii Barabash
and Olha Oblapenko. Sponsors: Taras Lokotko and Hanna Mykhalko.
Celebrated by Fr. Todor Mazur.

Brassil, Patrick Thomas baptized and chrismated on October 10, 2022
in St. Volodymyr Cathedral Church, New York, NY. Child of Michael
Brassil and Olena Svynar. Sponsors: Thomas Badilla and Oleksandra
Mukhina. Celebrated by V. Rev. Volodymyr Muzychka.

Cruz Ferguson, Samantha Mariel baptized and chrismated on
November 19, 2022 in St. John the Baptist Church, Clymer, PA. Child
of Lexson Pena Cruz and Samantha Ferguson. Sponsors: Jacob Lee
Ferguson and Larissa Nicole Doyle. Celebrated by Rev. lhor Protsak.

Denoncourt, Nikolai Alexander baptized and chrismated on
October 1, 2022 in St. Andrew Church, Boston, MA. Child of Richard
Denoncourt and Daria Ivashchyshyna. Sponsors: Roman Pilipchuk
and . Celebrated by V. Rev. Roman Tarnavsky.

Dushkin, Jacob baptized and chrismated on November 12, 2022 in
St. Andrew Memorial Church Church, S. Bound Brook, NJ. Child of
Oleksandr Dushkin and Tetiana Tovstuha. Sponsors: Vitaly Golden
and Gulia Abdulbakiyeva. Celebrated by Rev. Vasyl Shak.

Ferguson, Emily Jade baptized and chrismated on November 19,
2022 in St. John the Baptist Church, Clymer, PA. Child of Jacob Lee
Ferguson and Jennifer Lynn Crook. Sponsors: Justin Donalt Ferguson
and Samantha Ferguson. Celebrated by Rev. lhor Protsak.

Ferguson, Elijah Paul baptized and chrismated on November 19,
2022 in St. John the Baptist Church, Clymer, PA. Child of Jacob Lee
Ferguson and Jennifer Lynn Crook. Sponsors: Justin Donalt Ferguson
and Samantha Ferguson. Celebrated by Rev. Ihor Protsak.

Ferguson, Peter James baptized and chrismated on May 25, 2014 in
St. John the Baptist Church, Clymer, PA. Child of Jacob Ferguson and
Jennifer Crook. Sponsors: Juslin Ferguson and Samantha Ferguson.
Celebrated by Fr. George Hnatko.

Gorzov, Milan baptized and chrismated on November 12, 2022 in St.
Vladimir Cathedral Church, Parma, OH. Child of Milan Gorzov and
Olga Zovdun. Sponsors: Aleksei Poleshuk/Yuliya Stetsyshyn, Vasil
Bryn/Maryanna Stoi and Svyatoslav Merenych/Tatiana Trukhan.
Celebrated by Fr. Michael Hontaruk.

Griffith, Alissa Faye baptized and chrismated on November 16, 2022
in Holy Ghost Church, Coatesville, PA. Child of Robert Steele and
Illaria Skordy. Sponsors: and Illaria Steele. Celebrated by Fr. Nicholas
Dilendorf.

Horoshko, Eric Oleh baptized and chrismated on November 12, 2022
in St. Vladimir Cathedral Church, Parma, OH. Child of Oleh Horoshko
and Inna Chemerys. Sponsors: Bohdan Bodnar and Roksolana
Ghanem. Celebrated by Fr. Michael Hontaruk.

Maksymyshyn, Melania baptized and chrismated on February
18, 2017 in Holy Trinity Church, New York, NY. Child of Ruslan
Maksymyshyn and Nataliya Maksymyshyn. Sponsors: Vitaliy
Vykhovanets and Yuliya Klyashtoforska. Celebrated by Fr. Todor
Mazur.

Sorochich, Elizabeth Irina baptized and chrismated on November
19, 2022 in St. Vladimir Cathedral Church, Parma, OH. Child of
Vasiliy Sorochich and Irina Chesea. Sponsors: Vitaliy Yashchuk and
Tatiana Chesea. Celebrated by Fr. Michael Hontaruk.

Syniakov, Vivian Jane baptized and chrismated on November
19, 2022 in Holy Trinity Church, Cheektowaga, NY. Child of Denys
Syniakov and Svitlana Solovey. Sponsors: Dmytro Krytskyy and
Valeriya Sukhorukov. Celebrated by Fr. Yuriy Kasyanov.

Teixeira, Theodore baptized and chrismated on November 13, 2022
in St. Andrew Church, Boston, MA. Child of Welton Teixeira and
Iryna Shvets. Sponsors: Lykourgos and luliia Artemenko. Celebrated
by V. Rev. Roman Tarnavsky.

Tsymbaliy, Marko lllya baptized and chrismated on October 22, 2016
in Holy Trinity Church, New York, NY. Child of Roman Tsymbaliy and
Roksolana Lukachuk. Sponsors: Roman Khomyn and Ivanna Pryjmak.
Celebrated by Fr. Todor Mazur.

Twyman, Solomon Watson baptized and chrismated on August 11,
2017 in St. John the Baptist Church, Clymer, PA. Child of Warren-
Brandyn Twyman and Samantha-Sean Ferguson. Sponsors: Paul
Lazaration and Tracey Lazaration. Celebrated by Fr. George Hnatko.

Twyman, Dimitri baptized and chrismated on May 25, 2014 in
St. John the Baptist Church, Clymer, PA. Child of Warren Twyman
and Samantha Ferguson. Sponsors: Justin Ferguson and Rebecca
Lazaration. Celebrated by Fr. George Hnatko.

@777,

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Denys Maksymiuk and Lesia Hordei in St. Vladimir Cathedral Parish,
Parma, OH, on November 19, 2022, witnessed by Igor lakyviuk and
Mariana lakyviuk. Celebrant: Fr. Michael Hontaruk.

Gregory Markiw and Christina Bazzano in St. Peter & Paul Parish,
Carnegie, PA, on October 8, 2022, witnessed by Daniel Kennedy and
Emily Cardona. Celebrant: Rev. John Charest.

Michael Joseph Tarasovich and Mikaela M. Kapeluck in St. Peter &
Paul Parish, Carnegie, PA, on October 14, 2022, witnessed by John
Heagy and Cristy Crawshaw. Celebrant: Rev. John Charest.

Dmytro Zhylka and Mariana Boretska in St. Luke Parish, Syracuse,
NY, on November 26, 2022, witnessed by Daniil Kolos and Mariia
Andrushkiv. Celebrant: V. Rev. Mykola Andrushkiv.
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ASLEEP IN THE

ST

Fedorova, Lyudmila of Apple Valley, MN on October 25, 2022 at the
age of 83 years, officiating clergy Rev. Myron Korostil of St. Michael’s
& George’s Parish, Minneapolis, MN 55413.

Onushco, Rosalie of Macungie, PA on December 1, 2022 at the age of
86 years, officiating clergy Rev. Richard Jendras of St. Mary Cathedral
Parish, Allentown, PA 18102.

Stcherbak, Luba of Alden, NY on November 18, 2022 at the age of
89 years, officiating clergy Fr. Yuriy Kasyanov of Holy Trinity Parish,
Cheektowaga, NY 14227.

Woloschak, Michael Ill of North Jackson, OH on December 5, 2022
at the age of 79 years, officiating clergy Rev. Mykola Zomchak of Sts.
Peter & Paul Parish, Youngstown, OH 44509.

Yakusevych, Lubov of Frisco, TX on October 27, 2022 at the age of
84 years, officiating clergy Fr. Yuriy Kasyanov of Holy Trinity Parish,
Cheektowaga, NY 14227.
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" ORDINATIONS |

MAY GOD GRANT TO THEM MANY HAPPY AND BLESSED YEARS!

V. Rev. Victor Wronskyj

V. Rev. Raymond Sundland
Protopresb. Howard Sloan
V. Rev. Myroslav Turchak
V. Rev. Vasile Sauciur

V. Rev. Gregory Jensen

V. Rev. John Lyszyk

V. Rev. Volodymyr Steliac
Rev. Philip Harendza

V. Rev. Mykola Andrushkiv
V. Rev. Mykola Lymar

V. Rev. Robert Popichak

V. Rev. Oleksandr Yatskiv
V. Rev. Stepan Motychak
Rev. Paul Bigelow

Rev. Dr. Charles Sanderson
Dn. James Stickel

Dn. Paul Cherkas

12/2/2005
12/3/1977
12/4/1977
12/4/2003
12/6/1999
12/6/1996
12/7/1991
12/10/1995
12/10/2016
12/11/1999
12/13/2005
12/13/1997
12/19/2001
12/20/1998
12/23/2000
12/25/2019
12/9/2007
12/29/2013

6th 1950 -
17th 1955 -
29th 1962 -
18th 1965 -
4th 1967 -
1st 1969 -
14th 1973 -
21st 1976 -
2nd 1984 -
12th 1987 -
9th 1992 -
22nd 1997 -
25th 1997 -
1st 2000 -
6th 2001 -
28th 2003 -
6th 2012 -
9th 2015 -

BIUHA ITAM’ATD!
DECEMBER

Archbishop Vsevolod (Majdanski) - 16 December 2007

PROTOPRIEST STEPHAN PROKOPCHUK
PROTOPRESBYTER WASYL DIAKIW SR.
PROTOPRIEST GREGORY PYPIUK

PRIEST PETRO KASIANCZUK
PROTOPRIEST MYKOLA MOHUCHY

PRIEST JURIJ SIKORSKYJ
PROTOPRESBYTER OLEXIJ POTULNYCKYJ
PRIEST IVAN CHUMAK

PROTOPRIEST NICHOLAS YARMOLOVICH
PROTOPRIEST WASYL POKOTYLO
PROTOPRIEST FEDIR KOWALENKO
PROTOPRESBYTER WOLODYMYR BAZYLEWSKYJ
PROTOPRIEST NESTOR STOLARCHUK
PROTOPRIEST ANDREW LASHINSKY
PROTOPRESBYTER PETRO SAHAJDACHNY
PROTOPRIEST VICTOR COOLEY
PROTOPRESBYTER HRYHORIJ PODHUREC
DEACON DAVID MASCARENAS




JOIN US AT A MONTHLY LIVE STREAMED
CELEBRATION OF AN AKAPHIST TO B
NPUEAHYWNTECH AC WOMICHYHOTI MPAMOT
TPAHCAAUIL CAYXIHHA AKAPICTA

THE THOTHER OF 60U - QUIEGH OF ik
ROFOROAHNT RSEN APHITA

] (&
BESEECHING HER INTERCESSION FOR THE HEALING OF ) m‘]’)ég @

ALL THOSE SUFFERING FROM CANCER AND OTHER DISEASES Q:}( v,
MOASHA 11 BACTYMHMUTBA AAS SUTAEHHS =
BIA PAKY TA IHWWX XBOPOBE

First Thursday of each meonth -- beginning on

5 January 2023 at 7:00pm

HEPLLEHI'J HYemBep KOXHOro MICRUS —— NovUHaoYU 3
5 ciuHa 2023 poky o 19:00 rod

Please submit the names of those you wish

to pray for to: uocofusa@aol.com

with the subject - PRAYERS

HOLY LAND

PILGRIMAGE WITH ARCHBISHOP DANIEL

MANOMHULbHA NOJIOPOX HA

Y GBATY BENIHO
¥ 13 APXIENMCHOMOM JAHHINIOM
MAY 22 - JUNE 3

2023

22 TPABHA - 3 YEPBHA

0 14:00 roausi JCanCIf.Y 14, 2023

i | . f

14 Ci4Hs 2025 UOCofUSA Ukrainian Culfural Center
VL CLIA

YkpaiHcekuit KyastypHuit Lientp

w CAROLING FOR
¢
Vit

Your copy of the UOC of USA &
2023{Churc.h Calendar today!=— "~

3AMOBSIANTE ..
LIEpKOBHHI?I‘KaHEH,qap‘ynLl CLLIA_
Ha 2023 pik! _ g

ar

-Saints, Daily Readings, Paschalion

=Directory of parishes

=Directory of clergy with photos

-List of Names of Saints in Eng. and Ukrainian
-and much more...

JUNE 22-24
JUNE 25-JULY 1
Juty 2-15

Juty 23-27
AUGUST 13-18
AUGUST 20-26
AUGUST 26-30
SEPTEMBER 1-4

¥

ST. NICHOLAS PROGRAM
DIOCESAN CHURCH SCHOOL
TEENAGE CONFERENCE
MOMMY/DADDY & ME
SACRED ARTS WEEK [
CLERGY FAMILY RETREAT \
ASC FOR ADULTS -
FAMILY FEST




Real conversion is demanding — it requires us to deny ourselves anw

_ _allow Go?_l to act in our lives. &
This means living our lives in service to God and others.

LET US TRY TO THINK OF GOOD THINGS
THAT WE CAN DO DURING THIS TIME OF
FASTING, GOING OUT OF OUR WAY TO
SERVE OTHERS.

- - - Archbishop Daniel
e ek

G, g = = ,‘.‘[

N -

CrnpaBXHE HABEPHEHHSI € BUMOTJIMBMM — BOHO BUMArae Bij| HacC
3pEKTUCA caMuX cede 1 103BoauTH bory aiatu B Hamomy skutti. e
O3HA4a€ KUTH CBOIM KHUTTAM y CIy>KIHHI bOroBl Ta 1HIIKM.

JTABAUTE CITPOBYEMO IIOIYMATH ITPO
JTOBPI PEUI, SIKI MU MOXEMO 3POBUTHU B
EX YAC ITIOCTY, TOKJIAZTAIOUHX BCIX
3YCWJIb, OB CJIYXXUTH IHIINM.

- Apxienuckon flaHuin

__IPOOOM Y BUDJIEEMI
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\\fl"*" | s “€c el
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GREAT-MARTYR ANASTASIA
BMLL. AHACTACII

6
EVE OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST
HABEYIP'A PI3ABA XPUCTOBOIO

7

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, GOD AND
SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST

PI3OBO roCrnoA BOTA | CINMACA HALLIOIO
ICYCA XPUCTA

8
SYNAXIS OF THE BIRTHGIVER OF GOD
COBOP MPECBATOI BOropoauL|

9

HOLY PROTOMARTYR AND ARCHDEACON
STEPHEN

CB. AlN. NMEPLLIOMYYEHWMKA |
APXUMONAKOHA CTEQAHA

11 VWV

HOLY INNOCENTS (14,000 INFANTS SLAIN
BY HEROD IN BETHLEHEM) CBB.
MYYEHWKIB 14,000 HEMOBIAT BEUTIX
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UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USA

. JANUARY CELEBRATIONS
B CI4HHI CBATKYEMO

YKPATHCBKA NMPABOCAABHA LIEPKBA CLLA

-~ — .

MPI. AHTOHIA BEJTMKOIO / 'Il :
I ‘ s .
)’ ‘ -)

13
VEN. MELANIA
MPMN. MENAHII

14
ST. BASIL THE GREAT \
CBT. BACUJIISt BE/IMKOTEN

18 -
EVE OF THE THEOPHAN
HABEYIP’A BEOIOABJIEHHA

19
HOLY THEOPHANY OF OUR
LORD/BAPTISM OF CHRIST
CBATE BOrOABNEHHS, XPELLEEHHS
FOCMOAA BOTA

20

SYNAXIS OF THE FORERUNNER, JOHN THE
BAPTIST

COBOP MPEATEYI | XPECTUTEJIA
rocrnoaHbero ICAHA

30 (’ |

ST. ANTHONY THE GREAT -




VYKPAITHCBKE ITPABOCAABHE CAOBO LIKE US ON

UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX WORD FACEBOOK
PO. Box 495 uocofusa

South Bound Brook, NJ 08880

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
¥ L -
Get involved.in the life of your Church!
The success of all Church sponsg '

T , o B 5 '
I* S upon yOU.r active pﬁrtlclpatlon.

NATIVITY OF OUR GOD
LORD AND SAVIOR

ALL SAINTS CAMP
June 22-24 St. Nicholas Program
June 25-July 1 ~ Diocesan Church School
July 2-15 Teenage Conference
JESUS CHRIST July 23-27 Mommy/Daddy & Me

August 13-19 Sacred Arts Week
August 20-26 Clergy Family Retreat
August 26-30 ASC for Adults
September 1-4 ~ Family Fest

January 7

Theophany | UOL Convention

January 19 June 27-30

GREAT LENT BEGINS

UOCofUSA
uocofusa.org

February 27

Mailing address: PO Box 495
South Bound Brook, NJ 08880

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE

Shipping address: 135 Davidson Ave.
Somerset, NJ 08873

May 22 - June 3

Tel: (732) 356-0090




