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AN 
ANNOTATED GALLERY OF SNAKES  

VENOMOUS and NON-VENOMOUS 
    

 

This gallery of images is a section of the 

Guidelines for the Management of Snakebite in Hospitals - 2021  

produced by the SLMA Expert Committee  on Snakebite 

 

 

The images in this gallery have been contributed by: 
Anslem de Silva, Deepika Fernando, Malik Fernando, Suranjan Fernando, 

Namal Kamalgoda & Palitha Anthony (website Zero3 Images),  

S. A. M. Kularatne, Kalana Maduwage, Namal Rathnayaka 
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LAND SNAKES 

Highly venomous 
Naja naja : Cobra 
Bungarus caeruleus : Common Krait 
Bungarus ceylonicus : Sri Lankan 
Krait 
Daboia russelii : Russell’s Viper 
Hypnale hypnale : Merrem’s Hump-
nosed Pit Viper 
Hypnale zara : Lowland Hump-nosed 
Pit Viper 

 

Potentially highly 
venomous 
Hypnale nepa : Sri Lankan Hump-
nosed Pit Viper 
 

 
Craspedocephalus trigonocephalus: 
Green Pit Viper 

 
Venomous 
Echis carinatus : Saw-scaled Viper 
Rhabdophis ceylonensis : Sri Lankan 
Keelback, Blossom Krait 
 

Snakes of Low 
medical importance 

(mildly venomous) 
Boiga spp.: Cat Snakes 
Calliophis melanurus: Sri Lanka Coral 
Snake 
Ahaetulla spp.: Whip or Vine Snakes 

Chrysopelea spp.: Ornate Flying 
snake; Striped Flying Snake 

 
Non-venomous 
Ptyas mucosa: Rat Snake 
Python molurus: Python 
Eryx conicus: Rough Scaled Sand Boa 
Cercaspis, Dryocalamus, Lycodon, 
Oligodon: Wolf snakes, krait mimics 
Rhinophis homolepis: Kelaart’s Earth 
Snake (krait mimic) 
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AQUATIC SNAKES 
 

Fresh Water 

Atretium schistosum: Olive 
Keelback 
Amphiesma stolatum: Buff 
Striped Keelback 
Xenochrophis asperrimus: 
Checkered Keelback 
Xenochrophis piscator: 
Checkered Keelback 
 

Brackish Water 

Cerberus rynchops: Dogface 
Water Snake   
Gerarda prevostiana: Gerard’s 
Water Snake 
Acrochordus granulatus: Little 
File Snake

Marine 
Hydrophis platurus: Yellow 
Bellied Sea Snake 
Hydrophis schistosa: Beaked or 
Hook-nosed Sea Snake 
Hydrophis viperinus: Viperine 
Sea Snake 
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This is not an exhaustive list of snakes found in Sri Lanka. 

 

One hundred and four (104) species of terrestrial and aquatic 

snakes are listed by Anslem de Silva and Kanishka Ukuwela in 
their 2017 publication Reptiles of Sri Lanka. 

 

Compiled by Malik Fernando 

January 2022  

SLMA Expert Committee on Snakebite 

 SLMA – Guidelines for the Management of Snakebite in Hospital - SBG2021 

 


