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FIG. 7. Diagram of hypothetical phylogeny of the Rallidae. Distances reflect the 
dictates of space rather than phylogenetic distance. Several genera are placed only very 
provisionally (see text). 

nest in open woodlands. In the Cariamidae, Chulzga lives and nests in forests, 

and Cariama, although found in open savanna, still nests in trees. The 

Otididae, Turnicidae, and Pedionomidae are not at all aquatic and are for 

the most part open-country dwellers, although some turnicids live in forests. 

It seems likely that the primitive habitat for the whole order Gruiformes, as 

well as the Rallidae, was forest, and that certain groups have secondarily 

become adapted to aquatic situations or open grassland. 

The geographic origins of the Rallidae have been obscured by the antiquity, 

cosmopolitan distribution, and inadequate taxonomy of the family. However, 

with the present and hopefully improved phylogeny, a familiar pattern emerges. 

The greatest number of species, the greatest number of peculiar genera, and 

the most primitive members of the Rallidae are found in the Old World 

tropics. The New World has relatively fewer groups, most of which are 

derived from Old World stem groups. A few genera appear to have specialized 

and radiated in the New World, some of which re-invaded the Old World. 

SUMMARY 

Himantomis is the most primitive and distinctive genus of the Rallidae, showing some 
characters in common with the Psophiidae. It is placed in a separate subfamily, the 
Himantornithinae. No subfamilial distinctions can be made among the remaining genera 
of rails and these are all placed in the Rallinae. A classification of the genera of Rallinae 
is advanced. The following generic changes have been made: Mentocrex and Rallicula 
into Caniralh; Nesolimnas, Cabalus, Habropteryx, and the subgenera Sylvestrornis and 
Hypotaenidia (including striatus) into Gallirallus; Limnocorax into haurornis; Por- 
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zanula, Pennula, Aphanolimnas, and Nesophylax into Porzana; Ortygonax into Pardirallus; 
Megacrex into Habroptila; Porphyrula and Notornis into Porphyrio; Edithornis into 
Pareudiastes; Porphyriops, Porphyriornis, and Tribonyx into Gallinula. The limits of the 

following genera have also been altered: Sarothrura to include Cotumicops ayresi (after 

Keith et al., 1970) ; Anurolimnas to include Laterallus fasciatus and L. viridis; Tricho- 

limnas restricted to dafresnayanus; Dryolimnas to include Rallus pectoralis; Rallus to 

exclude Pardirallus, R. pectoralis, R. striatus, and Hypotaenidia; Poliolimnas to include 
Porzana flaviventer. Flightlessness and the crake-like build have each evolved several 
times from different parental stocks. The ancestral rails are believed to have been 

forest dwellers, the family having only secondarily adapted to aquatic environments. 
The Rallidae probably had its origins in the Old World tropics with secondary radiations 
in the New World. 
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