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Fic. 7. Diagram of hypothetical phylogeny of the Rallidae. Distances reflect the
dictates of space rather than phylogenetic distance. Several genera are placed only very
provisionally (see text).

nest in open woodlands. In the Cariamidae, Chunga lives and nests in forests,
and Cariama, although found in open savanna, still nests in trees. The
Otididae, Turnicidae, and Pedionomidae are not at all aquatic and are for
the most part open-country dwellers, although some turnicids live in forests.
It seems likely that the primitive habitat for the whole order Gruiformes, as
well as the Rallidae, was forest, and that certain groups have secondarily
become adapted to aquatic situations or open grassland.

The geographic origins of the Rallidae have been obscured by the antiquity,
cosmopolitan distribution, and inadequate taxonomy of the family. However,
with the present and hopefully improved phylogeny, a familiar pattern emerges.
The greatest number of species, the greatest number of peculiar genera, and
the most primitive members of the Rallidae are found in the Old World
tropics. The New World has relatively fewer groups, most of which are
derived from Old World stem groups. A few genera appear to have specialized

and radiated in the New World, some of which re-invaded the Old World.

SUMMARY

Himantornis is the most primitive and distinctive genus of the Rallidae, showing some
characters in common with the Psophiidae. It is placed in a separate subfamily, the
Himantornithinae. No subfamilial distinctions can be made among the remaining genera
of rails and these are all placed in the Rallinae. A classification of the genera of Rallinae
is advanced. The following generic changes have been made: Mentocrex and Rallicula
into Canirallus; Nesolimnas, Cabalus, Habropteryx, and the subgenera Sylvestrornis and
Hypotaenidia (including striatus) into Gallirallus; Limnocorax into Amaurornis; Por-
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zanula, Pennula, Aphanolimnas, and Nesophylax into Porzana; Ortygonax into Pardirallus;
Megacrex into Habroptila; Porphyrula and Notornis into Porphyrio; Edithornis into
Pareudiastes; Porphyriops, Porphyriornis, and Tribonyx into Gellinule. The limits of the
following genera have also been altered: Sarothrura to include Coturnicops ayresi (after
Keith et al.,, 1970) ; Anurolimnas to include Laterallus fasciatus and L. viridis; Tricho-
limnas restricted to lafresnayanus; Dryolimnas to include Rallus pectoralis; Rallus to
exclude Pardirallus, R. pectordlis, R. striatus, and Hypotaenidia; Poliolimnas to include
Porzana flaviventer. Flightlessness and the crake-like build have each evolved several
times from different parental stocks. The ancestral rails are believed to have been
forest dwellers, the family having only secondarily adapted to aquatic environments.
The Rallidae probably had its origins in the Old World tropics with secondary radiations
in the New World.
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See Wilson Bulletin, 84:513, 1972 for more detailed “Suggestions to Authors.”
Manuscripts intended for publication in The Wilson Bulletin should be neatly type-
written, double-spaced, with at least one inch margins, and on one side only of good quality
white paper. Tables should be typed on separate sheets, and should be designed to fit
the normal page width, i.e., narrow and deep rather than wide and shallow. Before pre-
paring these, carefully consider whether the material is best presented in tabular form.
Follow the AOU Check-list (Fifth Edition, 1957) insofar as scientific names of United
States and Canadian birds are concerned unless a satisfactory explanation is offered for
doing otherwise. Use species names (binomials) unless specimens have actually been
handled and subsequently identified. Summaries of major papers should be brief but
quotable. Where fewer than five papers are cited, the citations may be included in the text,
All citations in “General Notes” should be included in the text. Follow carefully the style
used in this issue in listing the literature cited; otherwise, follow the “CBE Style Manual”
(1972, AIBS). Photographs for illustrations should be sharp, have good contrast, and be
on gloss paper. Submit prints unmounted and attach to each a brief but adequate legend.
Do not write heavily on the backs of photographs. Diagrams and line drawings should be
in black ink and their lettering large enough to permit reduction. Extensive alterations
in copy after the type has been set must be charged to the author.

Norice oF CHANCE OF ADDRESS

If your address changes, notify the Society immediately. Send your complete new
address to the Treasurer, William A. Klamm, 2140 Lewis Drive, Lakewood, Ohio 44107,
He will notify the printer.

The permanent mailing address of the Wilson Omithological Society is: c/o The
MUSEUM of Zoology, The University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104. Persons
having business with any of the officers may address them at their various addresses
given on the back of the front cover, and all matters pertaining to the Bulletin should be
sent directly to the Editor.
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