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FISH OF T~ ~SIA!T ill m';Al'J GuLES 1/ 

As i ndica te d i n Ti.:mba ssy ' s Re :!)ort No . 82 , rlated Ta nua ry 24 , 19 6 , hE'Ir8nia 
Government has established a Bureau o f Fis:l e 1'ie lind -'.'ild l ife wi tin tl." ::" :.is ry 
of Agr iculturee Thi s Bur eau is und ...., r tlP d ir ·~ ctio!1 of ;.:r . ~sJ118i Ros 3 .. 1 'lJ\..O 

suppl i ed n.os t of the info r:ns."t ion r; iven in tUs report . 

Mr . Rost a."'Tl i r e lated that t o dat e his Rffo rt s .3.ve bepn irec eri wo·:o.:-tJ 
s ecur ing fal.;t u::: l i nfo!'ma tio .bout thF' :::' ish ::: d "'}il~ He of Ira"'! prpf rs ory 0 

f ormulati n ::!: r _ commendations for laws an1 r ou:? t :'0;("' ; or q izir.~ a 0:'0,.. ~3": 0f 
exploitat i on ; a nd es t a:'lis":.. in':::l nef'd~d latorat ol u ' .. 'a::::.l itl'"'s . 'Iner,:::'c,!'·' , no 
action ha - been t aken t o carry out t~. ~ d' ti es me.'. io e ir: he :.:ir:is r:r, n
nounc eme nt 1'e e rred to i n '- .. bass' s "S.e::>o rt 1) . 82 0 Janu9.r' 24, .L 46 . 

The fis . indi enous to e Ir ni a side of ne Pp!'si 
of Oman hav e been i e n ified b r . H. " le~ ad , a anist zoo:o 

1 Prepared by ' . G. Bel e r, 
Tehran Iran . .c e be r 31 . 1947 . 
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Rost~ 1 hc,s \j h . s if' ed t :l(;. se in 0 our , TO S 0110",'15 : 
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This brouP inc1uuos ~'is; ~;:'t:.I'-':: ~-':' l(;s suc .. e.s sll[rks 
e8.tiYl~ o~"' theSE fis:~ is pr o i i-t ... G. ::p i: c . L, i_iu"s .E':;S 0 .. 

tfish . e 

-o~·.c.:~1er:nns . r::'}1€W,1' ere , 11o~·/I03·\·~. r, llsed '- .. ... : :' O .. dj, ' .. :'- t11.:; !1.!1i. 
fo:' f.:)out Cibht :'t"; Cln of ::c . 0":::: 1 c. o:"~.l Gu ... f i:-OC. tion . 

G ou D 

J.. mb£. s sis s P • 
FCtl i stos 
Bent J B f, r oos6 ,r : r,iE. r 7':-:,\ pune f un 
C h i l ose III ium 
Cf rr nx sr . 
Cre nid6ns in( :' iums 
Cha c: r ops s . • s e udosc pr s s 0 

Chir oc ontr s dor~b 

Chrys ophr's b i f &sc 'iat a 
Cyb i um ( gutb:.. t um) 
Cl up6a sp . ( petit) 
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Chn rcharia s 
C lup6u sp . 
Chatoe ssus s p . 
C lupeD. ilisha 
Chrysophr y s cuvie reri 
C hoI' inemus sp . 
Dia~ramme punct atum 
Di Elgr ammu griseum 
Di ag r amma c inctum 
Dr e pane punctnta 
Equula sp . c uranx 
Ent; r a ulis s p . 
Eche is sp. 
EI El ca te n igra 
Ephippus orb is 
r i stu l a r i a 
Fa hria lle h 
Ge rr e s sp . 
Hemir ha mpus sp . 
Hola ca nthus s p . 
Lutj a nu s fulviflamma 
Lutje nus s p . ( e s p . gn- nde e t r ose ) 
Le pt osyne.nc e i f.' me l a nost i grm 
Le t hr i n us sp . 
Lethr inus nebulosus 
jdu r a sni de s 
1\1 y li 0 be. tis 
Na rc ine (Ra i e e l e tric que ) 
Na rc one sp . 
Pe rc ide g r ande indBtc rmine 
Pr i st i s s p . 
Pr i st i s 
Ps edos cnrus sp . 
Pse udor honlbus 
Pristipoma stridens 
Pet e rois sp . 
P lotosus a r a b . 
pterop l a t ea sp . 
PEJll onn sp . 
P l eurone ct idue 
Pe r iopht he. I mu s 
Pe llonD. sp . 
Pe riophthamus 
P I ", t yc ephe. lu s sp . 
Po l ynemus n e ytu rius 
Pu gr us s pinife r 
Requ in esp . ca r cha r ias 
Ra i e e s p . t r ygen 
Rhinobatus 
Se r ranus ( stolicz hue , ·pet i t) 
Sciaena s p . 
Scornb e r s p . 
Solee. s p • 

. Sphyraene. s p . 
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Synagr is 
Ga r gu s noet . 
Ser rH n us sp . 
Saurida tumbi 1 
Shahr i ( e sp . petit e s) 
Ser opaen ide 
Sphryrae na s p . 
Seopiopsis sp . 
Se rranus aur eo l a tus 
Seat opl~gus a r bus 
Tet r odon l e opa r d us 
T r i e hiunls sp . 
T r iaeanthu s strig life r 
T etr odon st E. l1r.tus 
T riac[Lnthus sp . 
T he r~, pon sp . 
Tant his sp . 
Upe noide s 

Th is h r g6 g r oup of fi sh is n ;'po r ted to b e eomme re i£ ll y unimpo r t ant a t the 
prese nt time , E,- ccount i ng for not mor e the.n tv,-o percent of the tote, l ce,tch in the 

Persian Gulf . 

The fish of the Fe r sian Gulf 8nd the Gulf o f Oman a r e of ma r ine c oa stal 
type . T he pe r c 8ntage of smell fish i 's hig he r in the Gulf of OlT'.a n e nd dec r ea s e s 
westwrrd . Exc ept for the ~:huz i st£\n C OE sb:. l r \:;t;ion no i sp ortant f l ow of fr e sh 
wate r ex i sts . The 8.v crr_gc d Gpt h of the Pe r sian Gu lf is r epor te d t o be about 
50 rletcrs, vlit h F. rnaximun de pth of 100 mete rs at the Str f'. i ght of Hormu z . T he 
s ea tide of the a r ea. s. veragr:;; s approximc. t e l y tvlO met Eo r s . 

P roduction 

. 
T he six pr incip~. l lis}, pr oc.iuc:t i on e t:::nt e r s of Southern Iren and the e stim-

ated annuf. l p r oc.uction of 62, ch a r c as fo l1 01,"ols : 

Ehuz is tan 1000 metr ic tons 
Bushir e 1000 " " 
Lingeh 2000 " " 
AbbGs s i 2000 " !I 

Ja. sk 1000 " " 
Chah - Baha r 1000 " " 

With the exc ept i or: of the 5 0-60 t ons of s E', r dine s ca nned fmnua lly in the 
Gov e rnrne nt canne r y r t P,anda r Ab1:.·8. s , no da t a n r o ava ilr.. bl e a s to t h e pe rc e ntage 
of the tota l 8000 ton ca tch wh ich i s dri ed , sa lte d or sold fr e sh . It is t hought 
howeve r , that the bu l k of t he.s e fish a r e dried, with the n ext h i ghe st pe rc e ntage 
bE.ing so l d & S fre s h fish. 

The ca nne r y f', t B&ndu r Abbas i s s t pr e s ent consuming a bout 100 -120 tons of 
fre sh fish annua lly . The P. ng l o-I rrn i nn Oil Company b uys V.nnua lly 400- 500 tons. 
Purch e_ ses for bot h the se c onc e r ns a r e ~Ede through c ont f,cts vlith me rc hents. 

Mr. Rostami is of the op i n ion ttH:"ti.~ thE. fish pr oduct ion of the Pe rs i a n Gulf 
and the Gulf of Oman cou l d easily be expa nded to 20(; , 000 metr ic t ons a nd that a 



Cm: rc ha ria s 
Clupea s p . 
C 1m t oe s sus s p • 
C lupen i li sha 
Chrysophry s cuvie reri 
C h~r inemus sp . 
Diugrawma punctatum 
Di ugr ammE'.. gri seurn 
Diagr amma cinctum 
Drepane punctate. 
Equula s p . ce.ranx 
Eng r a ulis sp . 
Eche is sp . 
E l aca te n i gra 
Ephi ppus orb is 
Fistula ria 
Fahrial l eh 
Ge rr e s sp. 
Hemirhampus sp . 
Ho l a ca nthus sp . 
Lutjanus fulvifla mma 
Lut j e nus s p . ( a s p . gn:-nde et rose ) 
Lept os yr.enc e i e. me l a nosti grm 
Let hrinus sp . 
Lethr i nus nebulosus 
},Iurs. er- i de s 
l\lyliobc.tis 
Nnrc ine (Ra i e e l e tric que) 
Na rc ane sp. 
Pe rc ide g r a nde inde t c rmlne 
Prist i s s p . 
Pr i s tis 
Pse doscfa'us sp . 
Pseudorhombus 
Pristipoma stridens 
Peterois Sp a 

P lotosus a r a b . 
pterop l atea sp . 
Pa llona sp . 
P l eur one ct idae 
Pe r iopht ha Imus 
Fe 110m, s p . 
Per iophthamus 
P l a tycephe. lus sp . 
Po l ynemus ne ytarius 
Pa grus ' s pj.nifa r 
Requin es~ . ca r chBria s 
Ra i e e sp. trygen 
Rhin0bs. t us 
Serranus ( stoliczhae , petit) 
SC i aena sp. 
Scornb e r sp . 
Solea sp. 
Sphyr ae na s p . 
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Syn br is 
Gargus noct . 
SCr!"nnus s p . 
Saurida tumbi l 
S hn hr i ( c s p . pet i 0 s ) 
Sc r op cn idc 
Sphryrncna sp . 
Scopiopsis sp . 
Se rr" n IS nur coln us 
Scntophr..r; s a r cus 
Tet r odoD l co.n r dus 

r i c hiu r 1S sr . 
T r io. ntlus s iglill r 
T e r odon st t l ~ us 
T ri [(nt hus sr · 
T he r : on sp . 
T 0 nt :1 iss P • 
t~ penoiccs 

Th is 1s. r t;6 grou, of fi sh i s r G or cr, to (, comr.,c r 
present time , ~,c c oullt5.n..; fo r not mor e h' ;0 rer '-' 
Pe l' S ie,n Gulf . 

The fish of the Fc r sj.f.n Gulf f. nJ the Gulf of OrJ:'r f; r e of 
t ype . T he pe r c !':" ntngc of rru:ll Csh is :'t;hE-r ir. It.., l-ulf of C' 
w8stw<'rd . Sxc e pt for tht. rhuzistnn COf s-:'c 1 r v 'i01 
wate r e xi st s . The f. Vl.l"£:[;C Cl.rt11 A' th\... F~_ l' sit. _, Gul 
50 f1etG rs , with r. m;,xi .. lD dspth of 100 mLt\...~·s [, 
s e£', tide of the Lr c s.vcn.t;t.:.. s f.pproxir;:c. to. 1 r t· 0 me v r s . 

P ro uct ion 

ino c oo s e 
(nd de r a s e s 

10'.: 0:' f €I sh 
o e 0 t 

Ho n uz . _ he 

T he si.x pr : ncipe 1 l'is:1 pr oc;I.lction c'~nters of So n,hLrI 
ated annU[ 1 pr oGu tio! of t.a ch E.rs P.S fo l10\"ls : 

r r 11 2 _ d the e st i ,-

Ehuz istan 1000 netr ic tons 
?ushir e 1000 II II 

L bge h 2000 " " 
Abbas si 2000 11 

Je.sk 1000 11 '1 

Chnh - Baf1f\ r 1000 II II 

'."l it h the exc epti on of the 5Q-60 tons of sr. r dines conne d rnnue. ll i the 
Gove rrune nt c 8nne r y f t Pa nca r Abbe s , no d ta n r c nva il ble 8. S to the e rc e n a e 
of the tota l 8000 t on ca tch which is dri ed , sa lted or sold fr e s h . It is thought 
howeve r, thnt the bulk of the s e fish Er.S dried , with the n ext h i he st pe rcen age 
b e ing sold 8. S fr e sh fish . 

The canne r y r, t Be- ndn r Ab.bas is e t pr e s ent consuming about 100-120 ton s of 
f r e sh fish annua lly . The Ang l o - In n i a . Oil Com , ny b uys £> nnua ll 400 - 500 tons . 
Purche. ses for bot h the se c onc e rns n r e q:de t hrough c ontf.cts \' ith me rc hfnts . 

Nir . Ro stnmi is of the op i n i on th.at th t: f is h prod uction of the Pe rsia n Gu lf 
and the Gulf of OrDaD c ou l d 8as ily be ex p n de d t o 200 , 000 met r ic t on s and tha a 



rea~lY I1l8. rket cou ld be found for such a product ion . He point s out that Incli8 
a lone mi ght pr ovide 8. mn r ket f or even lEcr ge r qua:ltitie s. 

Fishing Me thods and ZQui~ent 

. n e t hods of fi.shing a nd t ypes of gea r used in 'Southe rn Iran 8.r e extreme l y 
. primit ive . F or t'he' most part the s e a r e based on t he na tura l nov enent of the 
fis h and c ons equent l y the e qu ipment us ed is genera lly of ' statlOn&r y type s . In 
some c a s e s b oats of one - half to one ton capacity a r e us e d . These a re usually 
prope lle d by oa rs or sa ils. 

The most common type s of e quipme nt us e d b y southerrt fi s he r men Er e briefl y 
a s fo llows: 

Drift Ne t or "Daam" - This is a st8.tione,ry ne t devis e d to int e rc ept size 
able ri sh wh ic h , in a tt empting to pass it , a r e caught by the g ills. 

F is h -we i r or " 1\~ oshta" - The moshta is f. trap rrad e of pe l m bre.nche s a nd 
woI'k s on the princ iple of admitt ing t he fish on flood tide ['> nd trapp i ng them 
on the ebb. 

Ca ge or "Ghafe s" - A funne l .. shaped st ati onary tra p ma de of pa l m br&.nche s 
a nd s e t in t h e sa nd vli t h its mout h f a c ing the s ea . Usually a s erie s of t hese 
traps a r e fitt e d toget he r. Fish Emte r th i s trap £.. ls 0 on f l ood tide . 

Se ine Net or "T oor" - This is the c omn on fi sh- ne t End is usue. lly emp loye d 
in she. 11 ow wa t e r • 

Hook e nd Line or " Gholle.b" - Ba i ted hook f nd line a r e common l y used for 
he.nd f is hing . 

Commer c i a l Fi sh ery ~nte rprises 

The total number of f i she r r:18n on t he souther n coa st of Iran i s estimat ed 
a t 8000 . 1le r chants , in t he sev e ral por t s . usua lly contract vl ith gr oups of 12 
t ~ 16 fishe r men . furnish.inG them the n e c e ssa r y e quipment . F or the u sc of such 
e quipment the fi s he r me n del i ve r to the mercha nts 50 per c ent of the ir c8.t ch& 
The r ema i ning 50 pe r cent i s div ided e qua lly ar-wnG the fishe r Den exce pt that the 
crew capta i n or ''' Nav- ¥hoda '' usua l ly r e c e i ve s twic e a s muc h a s an ordina r y fi 8h
er rran . 

The on l y i mporta nt f ish proc e s sing p lant in Southe r n I r a n i s the Gove rnment 
owne d canning fa ctory & t Rand8.r Abbas . Th is p le nt Wf s c onst ruct e d in 1940 :by a 
Dan ish company for the Iran i a n Gov e r nmC' n t e.nd began operati on s in 194 1. It is 
a portab l e plant made of e. sbestos a nd is sa i d to ha v e a capacit y of five tons 
of fish pe r e ight-hour s h ift. Unde r pr e se nt ma na geme nt , hmvev e r, the p l ant is 
canning on l y s a rdine s of wh ich the ave r age e. nnua 1 producti on is only e.b ou t 50-6 0 
metric t ons . The se.r d i ne s canned in this p l a nt a r e pa cke d in olive 'oil 'prod'uced 
in Ira n. 

The Ba nd&r Abbas plant i s a l so e quipped f or o il extra.ction f nd the pro
duction of f i sh flour . Th is equipment he s been us ed only onc e , hovveve r, sinc e 
its i nsta l h..tion . Ab out three year s e.go 11 tons of fi s h f lou r we r e produced 
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but the cost of producti on was exces s ive and. the Gove r nment stil l has 7 tons 
of the product on hand . 

The operat ing eff ic i ency of the canne ry is a most as bad. F re sh s a r d ines 
a re pur cha se d at f r om one to two rials a kilogram (1 .75 rials a ki lo at pre s
ent). A k ilogram of fres h sa r dines pr oduc es on the average about one-half k il
og r am of t he ca nned product . The Gove rnment is sell ing canned sare ines a t 60-
70 ria ls a kilogram b ut th8 fa ct or y fa 11s to show any profit. The l a rge number 
of admin istrat ive employees and the la ck of compet ent technica 1 supe rvis ion is 
sB. i d to be mainly r espons ible for t h is situation . 

Viork i n g Cond itions among t he F i she rmen 

As stated a bove , there a r e a ppr oximate l y 8000 men e ngaged in fishing off 
the c oast of f outhe r n Iran . Together with the ir f amilie s, t his means that about 
30, 000 peop l e of thB.t area El- r e depende nt upon f ishing for a live lihood. The s e 
peop l e are cng6.g;ed i n fishing about nine months out of the year . During the re 
rr.a ining thr ee months mos t of them fl r e emp loye d in the date ha rve st . T hey a r e 
ext r eme l y po or, l ack in€; ev en the tools ne e ded to pr act ice thfli r profe s sian . It 
will be a ppar 8nt that ev en if the tot a l annual catch we r e divided e.qua lly e.mong 
these f i she r men they woul d hEl-ve for sa l o only abo ut 1000 lc i l os of f i sh . At most 
the se wou ld b r ing 2 - 3000 r ials on the IIlE.rket . Unde r .s uch 1 0lJl1 income cond ition 
it is s!:', i d tho.t the se peop l e live l a r ge l y on fish s.nd d£ltes throughout t he yea r. 

The of f i oi &l buJ' ing; 
32 Q5 ria l s r espective l y . 
tot he U . s . do 11n r • 

Rat e o f ~xchange 

end se llin€; r ate for U. s . do l la r s is 32 r i a ls e. n d 
The free rrc. r ke t r ate on Dec embe r 29 was ab out 65 r iEl- l s 

******************** 

3DII?L~ FISH I N THE ~RSIAl'-r GULF 1/ 

As commercial f i shing in t he Pers i an Gulf i s neglig ible and the v a st fish 
re sourc es of the Gulf have l ong gone uritapped , t he ga t he r ing of information 
locally on edible fish in the Gulf has been difficul t . I n addition, s i nc e the 
fish ing industr y i s a minor one, no statistics a r e kept on f ish ing ope rations . 
The fishing done by the peop l e s living on t h8 shor es of the Gulf is principally 
t he labor of individua l fish e r men on a sma ll sca l e fo r loc a l consumption. 
Although ed ible fi sh a r e a bundant, t he main r ea son t ha t commer c i a l fishing has 
not been deve lop ed as it h a s in ot he r a r eas i s be ca use of the bad climatic con
ditions . The t o rTid heat during mos t of the year in the Gulf a r ea make s 
r efr i ge r at ion n ec e ssa r y i n fishing c r a ft and i n vehicles -,l1h ich tra nsport the fis 
to markets. To da t e , fis h i ng has been co riduc t ed in sma l l , s l ow, a nd unre fri ge ra 
sa iling ves s e l s wh ich a r e und e sirable from a commerc i a l fish e r ma n ' s point of vi e 

Y Prepar ed by Robe rt R. Schott, Amp rican Vic e Co nsul, Am erican Consulate, 
Ba'Ar a , Iraq . Mar ch 27, 1948 . (Report No .8 ) . 
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Inasmuch as the main populat~on centers until rec~ntly have been located from 
350 - 700 miles i nl and f rom t he Gulf, f i sh i ng on a l a r ge scal e has been i m
practicable. With ' t he growth, however, of t he oil cente rs a t Dhahr an , Bahrein , 
Kuwait, Abadan , a nd Basra, with t heir large ~nerican a nd ~uropean communities, 
the demand for edible fi sh should just i fy commercial f ish i ng oper ations. 

Ki nds of Fi sh 

The fis h whos e habita t i s in t he Per s i an Gulf a re: (product i on figures un
obta inable) 

1. Per s i an Gulf sea fish whi ch do not enter t he r iver s and swamps : 

.Dahgouk 
Zoulieidi 
Zoubeidi 
Halava i 
Hamour 
Nagrour 
Nouvebi 
Shmai 
Tao - t ao 
Zil' a 
Habbat 
Tchenda l 
Bintennahouda 
Mycht ~lgavvi 
Hassoun 
Ha.'1lJIlam 
Wahar 
Tchoum 
Misl ak e l Bahr 
Messannetto r 
Abou Ave na 
Hoff 

(El euter onema Tetradact ilus ) 
(Pampu s Arge nteus ) 
(Chond r eplites Chinens i s ) 
(Pampidae) 
(Serra nidae) 
(Pomads i s Argirous ) 
(Otoli thus Rouber ) 
(Scienidae ) 
(Pseudosciene sina l 
(Scuoberoidae ) 
(Scuoberoidae ) , 
(Petr us Belayewi ) 
(Scatophagi dae) 
(Pe r comorphi) 
(Si l l ago Shi arns ) 
(Percomorphi) 
(Plat i cef a lus I nd icus ) 
(Ar i us '1'halass i nus ) 
(Het e r osomata ) 
(Cynoglossus Lingva) 
(Il isha Filiger a ) 
(Clupeoidea) 

2. Sea fish wh ich ent e r t he Shatt- al-Arab Ri ver habitating the river and the 
sout he r n swamps (Hor s ) but do not go beyond tide water : 

Bi aha 
Chanak 
Yaffoud 
Chi ha 
l'1islak 
Mah i et en Neb i 

(Mugiloligolepi s ) 
(Sparidae- Acanthopagrus Berda) 
(Nematolosa Nazous) 
(Thr i ssoc l ea Purava ) 
(He t er osoma t a Brachi r us Ori ental i s ) 
(Tyl osurus strongilura) 

3. Sea f i sh t hat ent er the Shatt-a l-Arab River and t he marshes but go 
beyond t i de wa t er up the Ti gris , ~uphrates , a nd Karun rivers: 

Sbour 
Kos etch 

(Hilsa Ilisha ) 
(Karharius Gangeticus) 
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lethods of Fishing and Types of Gear Used 

The sea f ish t ha t enter t he Statt- al -Arab and the southern SW&'llpS do so to 
feed on the rich grazin s that a r e found' in these wate rs, and, sub sequently, to 
s pa vn t he re . These fis h are caught by net s , hook and line, sp ear, and by {ish 
t r aps (ni lans ) . Fi sh traps are also used on t he Iraqi and Iranian coasts to a 
gr eat ext e nt. Mi lans are f e nc e- like e r ections made of date paL'll branobes strippe 
o f t i:.:e ir l eaves and i nt e r vloven wi th string . At low tide l eve l the s e branches are 
L'llbedded on t h e s hore . When the t i de rises the mi lans are i nundated by water and 
trap the unwar y f ish a t e bb tide. The n the f i sher me n simply collect t he ir ca tch. 
Luge quantiti e s a re ca ught i n t h is manne r, but rough weather easily destroys 
these fra i l t r a ps and t he fisherme n then r esort to the us e of nets . 

Ther e a r e fifty regist e r ed Ira qi s a iling cra ft engaged in fishing in the 
Pel'slan Gul f a nd a ppr oximately 200 Iranian c r a f t. These vessel s fi sh with sma ll 
floa L n net s , a nd a r e almost a ll pr i va te l~r owned . Th e numbe r of fishe rme n in 
2:'0 h cra f t a r e fro m thr e e t o four men, oft'om r e l a tiv es . Wh en the cra ft and net 
a r e owned by one f i sherman who employs othe rs not h i s r e l a tiv es , he normally 
furnishes th e food a nd g ive s h i s f e llow fishe rme n a sha r e o f the pro fits from th( 
s31e of the f i s h . The small sa ili ng craf t used by thes'3 fi shermen ar e open, one· 
~3sted vesse l s , without a de c k . 

Commerc i a l F i shing ~nte rpri se s 

Sea f i sh ca ught a t t he mouth of t he Shatt- a l-Ara b rive r a r e brought to Fao 
and tL,~ nc e to B3. sra , Ira q to be sold a t a uction i n the bazar . 

The Angl o - I r a n i a n Oil Company a t Aba dan , Iran , 'which has a ~uropean po pulat 
of abou t 2 , 000 purc has es cons i der a ble qua ntit i e s of fish . Two l a r ge mo tor 
launches hav '3 boe n a s s i gned by the Compa ny to tra nsport fi sh for th e Abadan 
br1zar 3.nd Company s t a ff mess . The s e launches suppli ed with ic e go out in the 
Gulf each day 3nd buy f r om the fis he rme n wha t ev e r qua ntity of fi s h obta ina bl e . 
The pr i ce at wh i ch t he f i s h is sold' in t he Aba da n ma rke t to contractors i s con
trolled by t he o i l compa ny . 

At Ba!1dar Abbas , Ira n, th e I r ani an Gove rrL"nent ope r a t e s a sa rdine canning 
fJctory . The p l ant is o nly oper ated f o ur months each y ear be cause of the intens 
Lpnt there during the o t he r e i ht months . As t h is out of t h e way i nstallation 
i!:': over 600 miles from B3. s r a , little i s k nown he r e about the y early production 
of tinned sardines or a bout t he me t hods of s a r d ine fishing a t Bandar Abbas . 

Tl,e Basra Port Di r ec t or a t e pl a ns to ope ra t e a smal l r e fri ge rated fishing 
tr':1.',Jler with a capac ity of 100 t ons from Fao, Iraq . The trawler is now being 
built in he United Kingdom a nd should be r eady f or fish i ng a t the e nd of 1948 . 
Th_ fish will be brought to Bas r a , whe r e 80% of it wi ll be tra nsported to Baghda 
b. rpfri era ed ra i lway car l nd t he r emaind e r will be distr i but e d in Basr a . The 

r3.wle r wi 11 be captained by a Br i ti 'Sh Ma ster, wil l be ma inta ined by a British 
~n ineer , a nd mann ed by a n Ira q i crew . 

**** ***** 

J81~5J 
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