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nity, rather than that of a quiet country parish. For the male
part of the population, there is, therefore, no want of employment,
but the female portion, it must be admitted, is not so fortunate,
To ameliorate their condition is an object well worthy the con-

sideration of the philanthropist. At the time of writing the

former Account, females could not only largely contribute to
the support- of their respective establishments, but it is an ascer-
tained fact, that in many instances, the whole rent, amounting foa '
considerable sum, was the earnings of the wife and her handmaidens,
How altered, in this respect, the state of things ! Spinning, except
for family purposes, may be reckoned among the things that were,
The very fact that, of the 39 paupers supported by the kirk-session,
32 are old women, is sufficient to shew that the weaker sex, do what
they will, if depending upon their own efforts for subsistence, must
anticipate old age with feelings of the most painful solicitude !

* This iz a sight for pify to peruse,

Till atic rescmble faintly what she views,

Till sympathy contract a kindred pain,

Fiert'd with the woes ¢ there females feel in vain”

CowpER.

February 1839,

PARISH OF CAPUTH,

PREESBYTERY OF DUNEELD, SYNOD OF PERTH AND STIRLING,

THE REV. ALEXANDER WILSON, MINISTER.

L—TorocraPEY AND Narvrar Histonvy.
Name.~—1r appears from our session records that formerly the
name of thie parish was variously speit, Keapoch, or Kapoch,—
mare commonly  Capoch ; but for the last half century invariably
Capiath. . The urigin or meaning of the term is entirely lost in ob-
scurity. Kaﬂpﬂcfl in Gaelic sigunifies *“ a decayed wood,” as I am

told ; but how it applies to this parish I cannot discaver.
Sttwation.—1t is situated in that district of Perthshire which i

. calied the' Stormont, and comprehends the greater part of the plais
- of the ‘Stormont, which:is just a continuation of the extensive ml&'
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CAPUTH. 871

. Boundaries—Its figure is very irregular, save on the south,
which is nearly a straight line for 10 miles, marked by the course
of the Tay, from Duunkeid to the mouth of the Isla; which river
forms the boundary for a considerable space on the east, viz. from
where it receives the Lunao, This latter stream aguin- separates
t on the north-east from Blairgowrie, On the north it is bound-
ed by Lethendy and Clunie; on the west, by Dunkeld and Dow-
ally. It contains about 16,000 square-acres, or 24 square miles. It
is about 13 miles in length from west to east, and varying from 2
te 7 miles in breadth. - )

In the Lives of the Bishops of Dunkeld, (a MS. written by Alex-
ander Mylne,® Canon of Dunkeld), it is related that Bishop Brown,
in the year 1500, divided the parish of Little Dunkeld into the
old parish of Little Dunkeld and the parish of Caputh; and * at
Caputh he built on his own charges, a quire, with painted cenling
and glazed windows, He gave for the support of the vicar, & vi-
carage, which had been formerly united to is own see, four acres
of glebe.land, and the rising ground, called the Moute-hill, to build
a church upon.” -

From the same author, it appears that the parish of Dowally was
originally a part of Caputh. * Upon information (says Myloe),
that the Irish was spoken in the Highland parts of the parish of
Caputh, the Bishop ( Brown) built and endowed & church in ho-
nour of the blessed Mother, St Anne, among the woods of the
thurch lands of Dowally.”+

* Alexander Mylne lived in the times of George Brown, Bishop of Dunkeld, flrom
1484 to 1514, and of bis successor, the celebr. Gavin Douglaes, to whom his work
it dedicated. 'Fhe original MS. in Latin, was presented by the late Duke of Atholl to
the Antiquarian Society of Perth, and printed in a volume of their Tranmctions. A
M3, translation of it is in possession of & gentleman in Dunkeld, who kindly favour-
&1 me with o perusal of it -

S —

t There has been, for & considerable time & good deel of discumsion &s to the
pracise boundary. between Caputh snd Dun The small burn of Ketlochy, which

fises in Craigie-Barns, and which runt through the eastern part of Duvkeld into the
Ty, & litele abave the bridge, was the ancient boundury. Bat this boundary is no
konger visible, the water being conveyed by a conduit beaeath the houses on the west
side of Atholl Stroet) 2o that ail of the town on the east side In In Caputh parish. The . -
exune of this singularity will appear from the following extract taken from the Stutls-
tieal Agoount of Dunkeld and Dowally, written by FPrincipal Baird in 1708 ; ¢ The
bogndaries of Dunkeld, viewed s & parish, are not extensive, but they arenct bitherto
dimivetly sscertained. = Aw it was the seet of the Bishop, and the sarvice of tha ot
dril was performed aither by his chaplain, or by sene of the clergy who bhad fixed
benefices in ather guarters of the diogese, it Was DOU DEGHEATY mt that $ime ta ooRet-
tute it formally & parish, or to mark de limits. . o fact, it doos yipt sppoar that this
e L It e Do Sonsyibn tos papetsy.# I5ag wHido b
ik : of tha prorparty- &l y

Parish, but within the sity of Duokeld. Whaz is pow, therafore. the paceh, Joeiwdm ;
‘90ly what wes foctarly within the boundaries of tha %‘Ihﬂﬂ in theconraalthe .

hmiim&}m%m;m_mI ; For during the scomips
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. Besides what is contained within the extensive boundaries gl-
ready described, there mre several detached portions scatiered
throughout the counties of Perth and Forfar, viz. Balbolmie, lying

" within. the. parish of Cargill; West and Middle Gormack, in Kin.

luch ; East and West Logie, Cairns, Chapelton, Meadows and
Crofty, in Clunie; and Craigtown of Dalrulzian, in Kirkmichael,
all in’ Perthshire. Algo, South Bandirran, in Cellace; Balbeuch-
v, (through which the Newtyle Railway passes), in Auchterhouse;
Broughtay Castle and fishings, and a small piece of ground at
Mylnefield, near Dundee ; and Fofarty in Kinnettles ; all in For.
farshire. In Fofarty there is a field of about four acres, called,
from time immemorial, * the minister of Caputh’s glebe,” and
which was believed to helong to him, though unoceupied by any
person. - On being claimed, however, a number of years ago, by
the late incumbent, the Rev. W. Innerarity, he was opposed by thie
Trustees of the Earl of Strathmore, and the Court of Session de-
cerned in their favour.

Surface and Climate.—Its surface is very diversified. To the
south-east, stretching towards Strathmore, it is almost a perfect
ievel, and presents a rich and beautifully cultivated champaign.
To the north and ‘west it partakes of much of the grandeur of

- 'Highland scenery, without its wildness, being an agreeable succes-

sioi of hill and dale, and pleasant little valleys opening thew
bosoms to the sun, eolivened by lakes or rippling streams, The
temperature accordingly varies with the situation, being more keen
in the higher parts, but the climate is -everywhere genial and salu-
bricus. ~There are no prevalent distempers, and longevity is vety
common. .At present there are several persons on the verge of

- ninety years, and two or three advanced beyond that period.

Hydrography.—There is no streaty of any consequence flowmg
iﬁt‘ﬂﬂﬂ}' through this parish. But the Tay, which fornis its southem
boandary for ten miles, from the bridge of Dunkeld to'its junctics

.mﬂa tha Isla, is a splendid river, from 150 to 200 yards in width, Eﬂd

-nuim. uﬂmh of tham s had ntund to the-rutmd north. wunuf‘themhﬂdﬂ'
wiive not webuilt, ' The ground whioh t'[nar, aend the gardens whick hed 1sin intef-
mbyed with theem, ocoupied, ia smppased 10 have extendsd b about five wrres, and chle
mm&r forros = part of the Duke of Atholl's Iawn and pelicy. Bat s the bouss

of whie wown vecaied on ohie quarter, they stretched out in another. Several

" i Siousell Ware boilt en the urmamtmwhmmum.mﬂﬂ

thin sk Mmm:, leseribed in the tighe-deeds 2a lying in the prrish &
_ 7 Tl pariah; fndeed, eomapletely swrrconds Dunkeld, {exvept where KN
Sotadl: e G mowth by tha Tq}udhhmrﬁuuh-dmm,nmmﬂpwﬁ.
isleint v thiet witw of the Baildings. Bﬁpmdiipﬁﬁtnthem!nharu! froin 3

1 g4 griund byiog ur « few yards feoms the eupherdral. ™ Wol: = pp. 18, 4187
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CAPUTH. . 678

nothing can be more lovely or picturesque than the scenery upout
oither side. On the north there is a chain of lochs, formed and
connected by the burn of Lunpan, which rises in the Grampians,
and first passing through Loch Ordie, (a most romantic and much
usited sheet of water at the base of Duchray, a lofty conical moun-
tain in the parish of Dowally), soon after enters the parish of Ca-
puth, and rapidly descending a deep wooded glen of two or three
miles in length, in which are situated Birken Burn, Hatton, and
Calley, (at the latter of which are an ornamental loch and garden
belonging to the Duke of Atholl), it reaches the loch of Craig-
lush, inmediately adjoining which is the beautiful loch of Lows,
about two miles north-east of Dunkeld ; a little to the eastward is
Butterstone Loch, all of which are in this parish. Leaving the last
mentioned, the Lunan runs eastward to the loch of Clunie, intbat
parish, famed for its ancient castle, situated upon an island, once
occupied by the Admirable Crichton, now possessed by the Earl
of Airly. Emerging thence it pursues its course to the loch of
Drumellie, both stream and loch forming for a considerable dis.
tance the northern limit of this parish, From Drumellie it con-
tinues its former direction, separating the parishes of Lethendy and
Blairgawrie, till it reaches Litileour, where it forms the boundary
between Caputh and Blairgowrie, till it falls into the Isla, about
three miles west from Coupar Angus, and seven miles east from
Caputh church.

Soil—The surface being so extensive and diversified, the soil
wust also greatly vary according to the locality. In the higher
b parts it is cold and wet, though yielding excellent crops. In the
lower grounds it is light and dry, and along the baak of the Tay
and Isla it is a rich loam, Much of the soil is alluvial ; these ri-
vers often overfiowing their bauks, though now more carefully con-
fined within their proper channels by strong embankments.

Mineralogy. — There is a great abundance of clay-slate and lime-
stone, At Newtyle, a little to the east of Dunkeld, the clay~
slate is extensively quarried, the slates are in great request—-
200,000 being often disposed of in a month. | :

L Crvir. HisTORY. -

There iz no historical record of this parish, but in. Milne’s His-
tory of the Bishops of Duukeld, (already noticed), Caputh is fre.
quently mentioned as being ong of the wmensal: parishes belonging

.‘ﬂ.ﬂlﬂzmhedra]. : P i 1, s $TLAR AT
'+ Praprietors~—There are 30 hetitors: and:portiobers; « Thir
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874 PERTHAHIRE.

teen of these stand in the cess-book at upwards of L. 100 Scots
valued rent.  The principal heritors are, Sir John Muir Maecken-
zie, Bart. of Delvine; Lady Keith, or Countess Flahault of
Meikleour ; the Duke of Atholl; Keay of Snaigow; Menzies of
Cuildares ; Sir William Drummond Stewart, Bart. of Murthlys
Kinloch of Gourdie; Haggart of Glendelvine; and Murray of
Kincairney. The whole ancient valued rent of the parish is
L. 9369 Scots, being the highest in the county save Errol. The
valued rent of Delvine is L. 3144 Scots, being one-third of the
whole.

FParochial Registers.—The register of baptisms and marriages,
and records of session, commence with the year 1671, and are
continued without intermission till the present date, though some
of the books are greatly worn and decayed. The insertion of
births appears to have been omitted till a recent period. A res
gister of deaths has been twice attempted, but left off after a few
years’ trial, owing, no doubt, to the want of fees to the clerk, and
there being no proper authority to enforce the registration, as in
the case of baptisms and marriages.

The ministers of this parish in succession were, Robert Gordon,
admitted 12th March 1682; James Crockat, 16th December
§688; James Hogg, 21Ist September 1721; James Bisset, 80th
August 1768; William Innerarity, 11th December 1783 ; Alex:
ander Wilson, the present incumbent, was ordained assistant and
successor, 4th August 1835, and succeeded Mr Innerarity, 17th
March 1837.

Antiguities.~—With regard to the antiquities of this parish, theré
“are but few objects of that nature deserving notice, and of these
little can-be said with certainty. Of cairns, Druidical stones;
Pictish forts, and Roman encampments, not a few traces are to
be found, but their bistory is almost entirely lost, and the vulgat
copjectures regarding them are too vague for being recorded.
The only truly classical ground -is that of Inchtuthil, which i
allowed, by the best-antiquarians who have examined it, to have
been the station in medio mentioned by Tacitus in his Life of
Agricola, and to which the:Roman general led his troops after the
celebrated battle with Galgacus.  Inchtuthil, signifying ¢ the
island in the flooded stream,” lies about two and a. half miles eas
of the 'church, on the north bank of the ‘Tay. 1Tt is a singulsf
piece of flat-oblong table-land, with a steep declivity on all sides
On the north extrenity of this table-land, stands Delvine House§

2 Thio Uiviersity ol Edinbairgh
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CAPUTH. - 6T%

on the south extremity, overlooking the ‘Fay, are the distinct re-
msins of what is supposed originally to have been a Pictish fort,
and latterly a Roman encampment. It is evident that it must
have been a place of great strength, giving the command of the
whole district to the person who held it. It is particularly de-
scribed by Mr Pennant in his Tour, :
The following information respecting Inchtuthil is from the
Statistical Account by Mr Innerarity in 1792: “ Itis a flat of
160 Scotch acres, regularly steep on every side, and in every part
of equal height, that is, about 60 feet above the great plain of the
Stormont, on which it stands. Here the Picts had a town, which
must have been a place of great strength, and of which the ves-
tiges may be discerned at the south-west corner of this singular
elevation. Boetius calls it Tuline or Tulina, and says that it was
populous and well fortified, bui deserted and burned by the Picts,
on the approach of the Romans under Agricola. He adds, (as
translated by Holinshed,) * the Scottishmen in our time call the
place Inchtuthil,” The Rowmans alse availed themselves of this
situation. ‘Their camp stood on the north-east border, and com-
manded an extepsive view of the plain. It is 500 yards square ;
the walls to a considerable height were strongly built, 8§ feet
thick, with stones brought from a quarry two miles distant ; the
stones have been gradually removed, and the walls are now almost
levelled by the plough, In the course of ploughing, fragments
of weapons, and some entire utensils, were formerly found. There
are two tumuli or barrows, and a redoubt, on the south-east side
of the camp, A few years ago, the largest of these barrows was
opened, and consisted of a rich black mould, possibly composed
of the ashes of the funeral pyres that had been consumed there,
It is now distinguished by & clump of trees. Inchtuthil is likewise
believed to have been part of the land granted by Kenneth IIL
(who began ‘his reign in. 977,) to Hay, for his bravery in . the
battle of Luncarty; and his descendants possessed-it till the be-
ginning of the seventeenth century. William, Fifth Earl of Ery
rol, (who succeeded in 1506,) was in his father’a lifetime design
William of Caputh, and Master of Errol” . ., i
Cairnmure, or the Big Cairn, is about a mile and. a-half northe .
east of the church, and is the largest in the county, being 456 fest.
W circumferenee, and. 14 feet in height. It formerly gave mame-
¥0.the property. in that district, but its origin and. use sre guite
snknown,.; As some distance to the south-west, stands anothes,
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676 PERTHSHIRE.

857 feet in circumference, and 14 feet high, In a line with these
two, andd at the same distance, there is a third of a smaller size.
Near the burying ground there are the remains of a cairn, where
probably a eross had once been erected in Popish times, as the
place is still called Crosscairr, Near the top of the craig of Sten-
ton, (a remarkable detached conical hill, about a mile west from
the church,) is a place called Kemp’s Hold, or the Soldier’s Fast
ness, bearing evident marks of having been a fortified spot. About
two miles north of the church, in a very elevated situation, between
the farms of East and West Cuilt, there is a small Druidical circle,
Beside it are two larger stones, deeply sunk in the ground; the
top of the lowest is artificially formed into an inclined plane, facing
the south, and contains a number of small cavities, which may
have been used by the Druids in the performance of religious rites,
Mansion- Houses.— The principal residences of proprietors are,
Delvine House, the seat of Sir John Muir Mackenzie, Bart.,a
plain, but commeodious building, and placed in a most beautiful
and sheltered situation, on the extremity of the remarkable table-
land before-mentioned. Meikleour House, the seat of Lady
Keith, on the north bank of the Tay, a little above its junction
with the Isla, and opposite Kinclaven Church, Snaigow House,
the seat of the late James Keay, Esq. Advocate, recently erected,
upon the model of the English baronial style of building, about
two miles north of the church. A little to the north of Snaigow
is Kincairney House, the seat of Mungo Murray, Hsg. Gler-
delvine House, the seat of James Valentine Haggart, Esq. 8.8.C
is at prédsent erecting (1839,) on a similar style with Bopaigow
about a mile north-east of the church. Stenton House, belonging
to Captain Beaumont, opposite to Murthly Castle, on the Dun-
keld road, one mile west of the church. Hillhead, belonging ¥ -
Dr Henry Fisher, an elegant building, on the summit of the brae,
on the east of Dunkeld, romantically overlocking the town, the
river, the bridge, and ducal palace, and commanding a panoram¥
view of the adjacent scenery. ~ _
Manufactures,— Happily for the peace and purity of our quiet
rural population, no spinning mills have yet been erected ; neither
i# any great public work going on at present in this parish.
i ' i1, -PoruLaTION. :
“1hé population does not appear to have varied much during the
$ast hllf century, and for the last twenty years has been pearlf |
ébnt'otiary, - This is owing to ‘the abisence. of -all fens, and the 58
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weral villages being the properties of the respective land-ownerd,
which they have built chiefly for the accommodation of their own
jabourers and tradesmen,

The population given by Dr Webster in 1755, was . . 2045
As taken by the Rev. William Innerarity in 1784-85, . . 2023
B,’ diltﬂ, ] 3 . l?gl-rﬂ-r * = E’J‘ﬁ
Aceording to Parliamentary census of 1811, malea, 1062, fomaies, 1188, 2260
- 1821, t0o4, 1213, 2907

1831, 1128, 1180, 2303

There are several villnges in the parish, containing from 10 to
60 families. The largest is Spittalfield, upwards of a mile east-
ward of the church, in which is the parish school. It is entirely
the property of Sir John M. Mackenzie, and contains uearly 300
inhabitants. The next in size is Caputh, including all the houses
adjacent to the church, occupied by 250 persons. The next is
‘Meikleour, the property of Lady Keith, five miles east of the
-church, containing nearly 200,

The average of births for lust seven years, . 54
of marriages, . . 173
of deaths, about . " . 16

Number of illegitimate births for the last three years, 1 per anoum.

The principal, and almost sole permanently resident heritor, is
Sir John M. Mackenzie of Delvine ; of the others, a few reside only
during the summer months ; and the rest are scarcely ever seen
on their properties, or care to be kept in remembrance by avy
good deed done in the parish.

Language.— The Storment dialect, of course, prevails, in which
-the chief peculiarity that strikes a stranger is the pronunciation
-of the Scotch oo as ee, poor being pronounced peer, moon meen,
aboon abeen, 8c. The Gaelic is not spoken by any of the natives;
but not a few Highland servants have of late been engaged by
farmers and others who understand the English or Scotch very
imperfectly, and who thereby occasion some annoyance to the mi«
nister in his parochial rounds of visitation and examination.

" Habits.~The people are quiet and industrious, remarkable for
their kind and benevolent disposition towards one another, and re-
taining much of the old rural simplicity and frankness in their
‘manpers. In general they are sober, temperate, and exemplary
4in their habits; and were it not for the very culpable conduct of

those in authority licesing so many public houses, intemperance
‘Would be unknown among them. But so longasa license is granted
‘to every man who takes it into his head to sell whisky, and rab
thoughtless tradesmmen and labourers of their hard-won enrnings, 23k
_-F‘“%ipati-;q and immorality must spread and prevail among the !{ower =
tlasses, and the country become the haunts of vice as much asthe
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towne.. A road extends straight through the heart of this parish,
of eleven miles in length, from Dunkeld to the Bridge of Isla. On
that line of road there are seven (and were lately eight) public-
houses ! Can all these be necessary ? or is it possible for servants
driving their master’s horses along this road to resist these seven
temptations, if they have a sixpence in their pockets?
IV.—Inpusray.*
"There is now very little undivided common in the parish.
Rent of Land.—The rent of the arable land ranges from aboui
L. ! to L. 8 perimperial acre. The average rent of land in the
parish is probably about L. 1, I5s. The best soil, and conse-
quently the highest rented, lies along the north bank of the Tay.
Husbandry.—In no part of the surrounding country has the
style of husbandry more rapidly advanced. All the recent im-
provements have been eagerly adopted, and ave generally practised.
Ground bones have been largely applied ever since they were first
introduced as a manure into Scotland ; it is of the greatest advan-
tage, on account of the distance from the weightier manures, asit
enables the farmer to pursue a more extensive system of green
cropping, and consequently of keeping and feeding more sheep
and cattle on the farm. This, as well as common manure, has
been applied at Delvine as a top-dressing to the pasture grass with
the most beneficial effect; bone dust, at the rate of 20 bushels
per acre, and common manure at the rate of 15 tons per ditto.
Mr James Liston, Hallhole, in this parish, some years ago, in-
vented a very efficient and economical apparatus for dibbling bone
manure, which he attached both to double and single turnip
sowing machines. A great many of these have now been made,
and old machines altered agreeable to Liston’s plan, and found io
answer well.. These divide the bone manure most equally, at any
rate from 7 to 20 bushels (or even upwards) per acre, and in small
quantities at any given number of inches apart. (See Quarterly
‘Journal of Agriculture.)
" Draining.—Smith’s (of Deanston Works) method of frequest
draining aud deep ploughing is vet but partially known in the di-
trict 5 but will unquestionably in a few years be generally and pro
‘ifably applied, especially in the higher parts of the parish, where
the subsoil is close and retentive, and the harvests genersliy late
‘From the resukts already experienced of this systeni in those places
whete it has-been adopted, it seems the best ealculated to effectd

"< The writer li indebted for the article Industry to Mr Goorge Bell, Factor, De-

H
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great improvement, not only in the labouring of the soil, but alse
in the quantity and quality of the crops; and it is presomed that
proprietors can in no way more effectively and permanently pro-
mote at once their own, and the interest of the tenant, than by
giving liberal encouragement to carry it into full operation.

Embanking.— After sudden thaws or heavy rains the Tay fre-
quently rises to a great height, and is therefore liable to inundate
the low grounds along its sides. At Delvine it rose in 183} fifteen
feat above the lowest mark therein 1826. Thelate Sir Alexandar
Muir Mackenzie, and Lady Keith, raised embankments to a great
extent, and on the maost scientifie principles; these, with self-acting
foed valves on the drains, &c. now eompletely protect these estates
from all ordinary inundations of the river.

Live-Stoch.—The cattle are of a mixed breed. The larger and
finer breeds of Teeswater {short-horned) and Ayrshire being intro-
duced among the original stock, which were principally of the
Angus-shire dodded cattle, have much improved it. They grow to
a good size, are early fattened, and are generally sold in Biair-
gowrie, for supplying the London, Glasgow, and Edinburgh mar-
kets. ’ - -

Horses.~The local agricnitural associations have done much
{or the improvement of the breed of horses for agricultural pur-
poses, by awarding high premivms for the best Clydesdale horses
to travel the district. *

Shaep.— Many of the farmers are getting into the way of keep-
ing a few Leicester sheep, which, from the high price of woel, and
the beneft these are to the land, are rather a profitable stock.
Others of themn purchase what is termed a flying stock-in the
autumn. These are in general three year old wethers, which they
feed off on their turnip, and sell them the following spring; but
what is more general, the farmers let their tamip with fodder, -to
graziers and others, to be eaten down by sheep. 'The .shesp
husbandry is much approved of, and found-very profitable oii: dry
v Swine.—There is. a great variety of breeds of swine. However,
the large mill swine are most sought after from-the great rize they
grow to, but the American and the original ‘Highland: breed -are
of much better .quality. SR TTIREEY. el el
c+ HWagas.mThe wages of a common [arm:servant. vasyl from
1.12 1o L. 14, with board and lodging ; and thome of women ser-
sanie: from L. 5 to. 1. 7 for the year; labourers. frova 8. 40 10s.

o The Univorsity of Edinboargle
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per week ; women employed in field-work, from 8d. to 10d. per
day ; carpenters and masons from 12s. to 18s. per week,

Leases and Farm Buildings—'The leases on farms of mode:
rate size are generally for nineteen years. The farm buildings
have been much improved of late, and are now good and commo-
dious,

Quarries.— At Newtyle, on the Dunkeld or Atholl estate, and
about two miles to the eastward of Dunkeld, a slate quarry has
been extensively wrought for many years. ‘The colour is a beau~
tiful dark blue, and the quality durable. There is abundance of
good limestone in many parts of the parish. On the Gourdie
estate }imestone has been most extensively burnt, to the great ad-
vantage of the adjoining country. The quality is good, and lime
might be sold at a moderate price, but for the expense of the coal,
which hitherto has been carted from Perth, a distance of seventeen
miles ; however, coal may now be procured at Cupar Angus,; which
will shorten the earriage about one-half. T'he construction of the
kilns is such that the manager of the works, some years ago, ob-
tained a premium from the Highland Society.

Fisheries.— There are several fishing stations on the Tay and
ulso on the Isla, However, I am sorry to say, that the farm-ser-
vants in the parish may now safely omit a clause in their engage-
ments, in former days regularly inserted, namely, that they were
not to be offered fish oftener than three times a-week,

V.—ParocHiar Economy.

Market- Towns,—"There is no market-town in the parish. ~ Fhe
nearest are, Dunkeld, five miles west from the church ; Blairgowrie,
seven miles north-east ; Coupar- Angus, ten miles east; and Perth,
the county town, twelve miles south. . _

Means of Commusiication, §c.—Dunkeld is the post-town, and
a daily runner between that and Delvine House accommodates sl
within the intermediaie distance.

The only ‘turnpike road in the parish is that between the boat
of Caputh and Dunkeld, a distance of five miles, which is beauté
fully Macadamized, and is allowed to be the finest approach ¥
the splendid scenery of Dunkeld. There is an exceliont statute-
dabour road from the church to the bridge of Isla, six miles @
length, another branching off porthward to Clupie; and a third,
branching off the latter, by Snaigow and Loch of ' the-Epws; 10
Bunkeld, all kept in constantand thorough repair, sothatevery part

of this-extousive parish is easy of access. Fhere is no coach or pu
: 4
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sonveyance, that runs through any part of this parish,—which -
s a source of inconvenience to travellers. About four years ago, a
railway was projected between Perth and Dunkeld, which would
have passed by Stanley mills, and then have crossed the Tay,
apd run westward through s great part of Caputh. But upon a
survey being made, the estimated expense was found f{ar to excead
any profits ever likely to be realized by it, and’ the scheme has
therefore been dropt. Had it succeeded it would have been ‘of
very great advantage, not only to this part of the Stormodt, but
to a great part of the Highlands, by saving carriage and cheapen«
ing fuel.

%Bridgas, Boats, &§c.—The Tay, bounding the parish entirely
upon the south, and the Isla on the esst, must have presented a
great obstacle to traffic in former times, when there were o bridges;
and but very indifferent boats. Now that obstacle is greatly reme-
died, if not entirely removed. Since the last Account was written
two splendid bridges have been built, and twe boats of a noval and
ingenious construction have been erected, at the most suitdble
places on these rivers. The elegant and spacious bridge of Dua-
keld, erected by the late Duke of Athell in 1809, supplies the
place of a dangerous ferry, which long existed a little to the east
of it, called Eastferry. Nearly about the time that this commo-
dious outlet was formed at the west end of the parish, another was
opened at the eastern extremity, by a bridge thrown over-the: Isla,
a little above its junction with the Tay, and which connects the
Perth and Blairgowrie roads. Agaim, at Caputh Ferry, opposite
the church, in the centre between these two estremes, in place of
the common chain-boat which formerly plied there, in 1834, &
boat was erected, under the superintendence of the late Siv Alexs
ander Muir Mackenzie of Delvine, consisting of a large platform
placed upon two long narrow-pointed boats lying parallel to each
other and at several feet distant, which, by a simple machinery, are
made to present their sides to the action of the stream, andl are
thus propelled to either side of the river, and the greater the
strength of the current, the more rapid the conveyanceacross. ‘A
chain is also stretched across the river, ‘and which,: passing over:&
fiy-wheel fixed to the side of the platform, keeps the: boatiima
#raight course. 1t is capable of taking in fouricaded darts At bne
time; without unyoking the horses, and the pamage is petformsed
ir-five minutes. By this ferry sccess ia obtained: to Perib. by
Sanley, the former being distant from the beat cleven wmiles and
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three-quartars, and the latter, four miles and a-half.* Another
boat after the same model has been very recently placed oa the
ferry at Meikleour, five miles below Caputh boat, by which tha
Blairgowrie and Stanley roads are joined.
. dbecclesiasticql State.~The church stands on a commanding emi-
nence about 400 yards.duenorth of the boat. Though placed near
the south border of the parish, -and above eight miles from the
nprithern . extremity, it could not have been situated more conve-
niently, being in the heart of the population, and nearly equidis-
tant from the west and eastern extremities. It was built in 1798,
and is a plain and commodious structure, seated for 800, but easily
containing 1000, It has at this present date (Oct. 1839) under-
gone considerable repairs and improvements, both internaliy and
externaily, and has received a new porch at each end, Ly which it
is rendered more comfortable. The old church stood on the ris-
ing ground, called the Mute-hill, about 600 yards west of thie pre-
sent, and where the burying-ground still is, around which a most
substantial new wall is just now building and nearly completed,
‘The ground on which the present church is built was given by the
d1ate Sir Alexander M. Mackenzie, on condition that oo interment
zhaould take place within the new enclosure. There are no seats
dot, save two or three pews, belonging to a property attached,
“guoad sacry, o smetber parish, let on behoof of the poor at a vesy
Jow rate.. The heritors subdivide their respective porlions among
fheir tenants. But while the farmers have accommodation for
their families, many of. the villagers have no family seats, and are
"obliged to press into any empty space they can find.
Mense.—The manse was built in 1808, and last year was re-
ired and considerably enlarged, and is now a commedious and
comfortable habifation. It is situated in a most choice and shel-
tered spot, having the little wooded brae, on thetop of which the old
church steod, immediately at ita back, concealing it from the Dup-
kald road, and the glebe in front stretching down to the riven
which is about 200.yards south of it, and the splendid pew castle
of Murihly, rising among the gigantic trees on_the further bank,
-nmlihe cingsic_ Birnam_hill, tuwwmg in majestic gmndeur in the
diastance. . The offices .were built in 1818, and are in excellent
arden - The. glghe_ consists of 1[}* Scotch acres of superier
arable Imd icontiguous to the Tay, of the yearly vaiue of L. 2%

e I’i‘he mwnmr nmui’ fabricator of I.lus boat waa Mr Jumm Fraser of Duwaﬂy. who
kil hufiivily: bofore oonkeuted § aisilar oiw. to ply upon the Tummel at Logiaredk:
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In 1807, an excambion was made of 16 acres of hill common be-
longing to the minister for 3} acres, lying before the manse, and
pow annexed to the east side of the giebe. The stipend was last
modified in 1824 to 255 bolls, 1 firlot, 3; lippies, two-thirds meal,
and one-third barley, with L. 12, 8s. 10d. in money, including
1. 8, 6s Bd. for communion elements. g

There is no chapel of ease, nor Dissenting meeting-house of any
description within the parish. The whole population:-belongs to
the Established Church, save nearly 80 Seceders, and 5§ or 6
Independents, and as many Episcopalians; the latter, and some
of the former, usually attending the parish church.

The Lord’s Supper is dispensed twice a-year, in June and Oec-
tober, the number of communicants at the former occasion averag-
ing 80O, and at the latter, 600. There are upwards of 1000 com-
municants altogether.

Poor and Parochial Funds,—The church-door collections for
the last seven years have averaged L. 80 per annam, exclusive of
several very liberal collections for extra purposes, and dues arising
from hearse, mortcloth, &c. Happily as yet no assessment for
the poor has been needed ;. though the increasing list of paupers
may render this unpleasant mode of raising funds for theirsupport
ere long indispensable. There are at present 28 regular paupers
teceiving from 4s, to L. 1 per month, besides someé who receive
occasional aid,

The only mortification in behoof of the poor was that of Mrs
Steel at Ruffel, who, in the yvear 1536, bequeathéed the sum -of
L. 200 to the kirk-session, the interest of which only is allowed to
be used. The capital is at present in the Edinburgh National :Se-
curity Savings Bank, and, with the consent of the session, the in
terest is chiefly applied to the education of poor children. Ly

Education.—"There are 5 schools, The parochial school in
‘Bpittalfield is well situated, and well attended. .Thesalary is the
marimum,  The house and garden are good. 'The school-foés
ara, 2s, 6d. for reading; 34. for réeading and writing ; 8s. 6d. -for
arithmetic, &c.; and 53 for the higher branches:of edudation.
“Fhe total amount of fees received by him per énnum -is' about
L:18. There is a school in Meikleour, with i ‘house:and salary
of 1.5, Ba. from Lady Keith. The three athers-are in Capuith
ﬂhﬂ'arﬁmignw, and - Butierston, and one er the teacher’s own
dventarg. . ‘The means of education are well supplied; snd thepe
are fow, if any, who cannot read, and moet.can wrile. - Besida the:

L Y
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day schools there are 5 Sabbath schools at the above places ra-
spectively, attended by upwards of 800 scholars, and which un-
doubtedly are instrimental in promoting the religious knowledge
and morals of the young.

Libraries.—There is also a Sabbath school library on the iti-
nerating principle, having a press with books at each school, which
are given out to the scholars only on the Sabbath, when the class
is dismissing, Onee a year the presses are arranged, and moved
forward to the next station or schoel ; and thus one library is sub-
divided into five, and a constant interest kept up by the annual
change of books. There are at present about 600 volumes alto-
gether, and the number is from time to time increased, by means
of oceasional collections and donations, 'There are also small vil-
lage libraries for more general reading in Caputh, Spittalfield and
Meikleour respectively ; but they are now nearly superseded by
the Sabbath school library.

Savings Banks.— A Savings Bank was established in 1815, but
the number of depositors is not great. 'The young men seem more
disposed to become members of friendly societies, of which there are
several; aed a good many persons are members of two or three of
these at once, and thus, in case of sickness or infirmity, are able to
draw from several sources a tolerable support. ‘'These societies
‘are well conducted, and are of incalculable advantage to the work-
ing classes.

- Fair.—The only fairs held in the parish are at Meikleour in
‘the months of June, August, and October, for cattle. :

Public Houses.—There are 9 public-houses in the parish, and
in the immediate vicinity of it I-——the one-half of which are a nui
-sance. - There are also two distilleries, one at Stralochie, and the
other at Haughend. .

Fuel-—Coals, carted from Perth, are almost the only fuel that
‘can be procured. Sales of cakwood and thinnings of plantations
frequently take place, which are eagerly looked after by the work-
ing clusses, as coals are very expensive. There are no peatsto be
found, save at a inoss beyond Reimore, a distance of nine miles
from the ghurch, and therefore of no service to the parish in ge-
‘peral. - The scarcity of fuel is, perhaps, the greatest hardship to
:which the poor in this quarter are subjected. The session endes-

“wours so far to remedy this evil by annually. distributing a certain

‘qosntity of coals amiong the more néedy, and which are generotis-

iy curted by the farmers gratis. - . b e b
1899, .
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