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Gamut® Theatre Group’s mission 
is to tell classic stories in new 
and exciting ways. Our vision is 
a world where all people cherish 
classic stories and share them 
with future generations.

Each year Gamut presents 
approximately 250 performances 
to 30,000 people. Moreover, 
20,000 students per year enjoy 
our theatre school classes, 
workshops, residencies, and 
shows. Since our inception in 
1993, Gamut has cumulatively 
reached over 650,000 children 
and adults through our touring 
and educational programs.

We have been recognized by 
the press and the public for the 
quality of our productions, the 
breadth of our programs, our 
reach into all segments of the 
community, and our ability to 
keep classic stories relevant 
and alive. Gamut Theatre is 
an Educational Improvement 
Organization as approved by the 
PA DCED and is an approved 
Arts in Education Roster Artist 
through the PA Council on the 
Arts.
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Gamut Theatre tells classic stories because we’ve found that even if a story was 
written hundreds of years ago, it can still resonate, still feel immediate and 
urgent. And here we are, as a nation and a world, watching the oldest story of 
all - systemic, institutionalized racism - laid bare before us, once again. 
 
Gamut strives to foster an inclusive environment for everyone who walks 
through our doors: our audiences, our students and their families, the staff and 
artists who work with us. We also understand that it’s easy for a statement like 
that to become a vague platitude. We are committed to the work that it takes. 
We’re committed to listening and learning.  And we are committed to an 
actionable plan as we move forward.
 
We grieve those who have been senselessly lost to violence at the hands of those 
who are sworn to protect us. We believe that Black Lives Matter, and we stand in 
defiance of systemic racism. We believe that Black Voices Matter, and should be 
amplified. We believe that Black Stories Matter, and should be told. We stand in 
solidarity with the Black community in Harrisburg and beyond, and with Black 
artists, colleagues and collaborators.

ANTI-RACISM & GAMUT THEATRE
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There are many ways in which you can support the work of Gamut 
Theatre Group and help us bring theatre to people of all ages throughout 
Central Pennsylvania. Please consider making a donation to our General 
Operating Fund. We offer companies a range of sponsorship and in-kind 

support opportunities. 

For further information on how you can support Gamut, 
please visit www.GamutTheatre.org or call 717-238-4111.

VOLUNTEER
Gamut Volunteers usher, tend the bar, help with special projects, and receive free 
tickets to performances.  Learn more by contacting our Resident Theatre Manager 
at  (717) 238-4111 or Info@GamutTheatre.org

PLAY YOUR PART

BECOME A SPONSOR
Gamut offers many sponsorship opportunities that help your company increase 
their visibility in the community. Our shows and programming reach 30,000 people 
each year. By sponsoring a program or show, our audience becomes your 
audience. For more information on sponsorship opportunities, please contact 
Melissa Nicholson at Melissa@GamutTheatre.org, or by calling (717) 238-4111. 
All donations are tax-deductible.
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Director  .....................................................................................Clark Nicholson
Production Stage Manager ..............................................Alexandra Nornhold
Technical Director ...................................................................Ross Carmichael
Costume Designer .....................................................................Stephanie Jones
Lighting Designer ......................................................................Tristan Stasiulis
Dramaturg .................................................................................Kim Greenawalt
Sound Technician ............................................................................Martin Kolb
Assistant Stage Manager ..........................................................Kim Greenawalt
Production Assistant ................................................................ Emily Dempsey 
Run Crew ................................................. Jade Jarrell, Leighann Koppenhofer, 

Lunden McClain, Najuma Norman
Volunteer Coordinator ................................................................. Abby Carroll
Logo Art Design  ................................................................................Rob Smith
Program Design ..................................................................... Gabriella DeCarli

Artistic Director
Clark Nicholson

Executive Director
Melissa Nicholson

Gamut Theatre Group gratefully acknowledges support from
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Adapted by Melissa H. Nicholson and J. Clark Nicholson for 

Gamut Theatre 2019-2020 Educational Engagement Tour
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C A S T

Francesca Amendolia............................................................................ Gertrude
Dan Burke..............................................................................................Claudius 
Ross Carmichael......................................................................................Hamlet
Abby Carrol.............................................................................................Polonia
Lyeneal Griffin........................................................................................Horatio
Grace Hoover..........................Marcellus/Rosencrantz/Player/First Gravedigger
Clark Nicholson............................................Ghost, Player Murderer, Attendant
Erin Shellenberger...................................................................................Ophelia
Andrew Webb..........Bernardo/Guildenstern/Player/Second Gravedigger/Priest
Alex Winnick...........................................................................................Laertes
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FRANCESCA AMENDOLIA (Gertrude) 
recently directed one of two versions of 
The Stronger at Gamut Theatre. Before 
Covid, she played Mrs. White in The 
Monkey’s Paw (Gamut) and Ruby LeRoy 
in Jeeves Takes a Bow (Oyster Mill Play-
house). Favorite roles with Gamut include 
Oberon in A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
Feste in Twelfth Night, and Cleopatra in 
Antony and Cleopatra. While teaching 
in Cairo, Egypt, she founded the Howard 
Café Theatre Company to facilitate exper-
imental and original theatrical works.  

DAN BURKE (Claudius / Fight Choreog-
rapher) Park show roles include: Tybalt, 
Antonio, Duke Fredrick, Launce, Lord 
Capulet and Duke Senior.  Some of Dan’s 
favorite roles with Gamut indoors include: 
Brutus, Laertes, Macbeth, Claudius, Sir 
Toby Belch, and Socrates in Barefoot in 
Athens. Dan’s Fights have been seen in 
hundreds of productions in the Mid-At-
lantic region.  He has taught full semester 
classes in Stage Combat at Fairfield Uni-
versity, Lebanon Valley College and York 
College. www.safeviolence.com

ROSS CARMICHAEL (Hamlet/Technical 
Director) graduated from York College 
of Pennsylvania with a B.A. in Theatre. 
Since then, he has worked professionally 
as an actor, a director, and in technical 
theatre. Technical credits: Scenic Designer 
(The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, 
As You Like It, Pericles, Robin Hood, A 
Streetcar Named Desire) Production Man-
ager (Powerhouse Apprentice Company, 

WHO’S WHO in the CAST

Medea, Comedy of Errors, Julius Cae-
sar); Head Carpenter (Gamut Theatre, 
York College of PA). Directing cred-
its: Foodplay (FoodPlay Productions); 
Picasso at the Lapin Agile (York College 
of PA). 

ABBY CARROLL (Polonia) is in her 
second season with Gamut Theatre 
Group. She is currently part of the 
Core Company as the Resident Theatre 
Manager. Abby has a BA in Theatre Arts 
and Astronomy from Mount Holyoke 
College. 

LYENEAL GRIFFIN (Horatio) is a 
Mississippi native and has worked pro-
fessionally as an actor and teaching-art-
ist along the East Coast. He is grateful 
to his family and friends for their love 
and support and would like to thank the 
cast and creative team for an amazing 
experience. Regent University (MFA 
in Acting), The University of Southern 
Mississippi (BFA Theatre Performance).

GRACE HOOVER (Marcellus/Rosen-
crantz/Player/First Gravedigger) is a 
Bolivian American transracial adoptee 
raised in Central PA. Previous work with 
Gamut Theatre has included Antony and 
Cleopatra (Soothsayer), and 10 years 
ago, the behemoth uncut viking Hamlet 
(2nd Gravedigger). A strong believer in 
social justice and helping others, Grace 
is also a company member of Unlikely 
Wonders Theatre Project 
www.unlikelywonders.org. 
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ERIN SHELLENBERGER (Ophelia) 
Gamut Core Company - Erin is excited 
for her third Free Shakespeare in the Park 
production. She has a B.A. in Theatre 
from Messiah College and also studied at 
The Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey 
and The Gaiety School of Acting in Dub-
lin, Ireland. Previous HSC shows include 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Hermia) 
and Much Ado About Nothing (Dogber-
ry). She would like to thank her family 
(Michelle, Ron, Sarah, and Jake the dog) 
for their love and support.

ANDREW WEBB (Bernardo/Guilden-
stern/Player/Second Gravedigger/Priest) 
has been acting since he was eight years 
old, which, now that he’s seeing that 
written down, strikes him as far too young 
an age to be indoctrinated by the dramatic 
arts. Past roles include Touchstone in As 
You Like It, Rafe in Gallathea, Edmund 
in The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, 
and Morten in An Enemy of the People.

WHO’S WHO in the CAST

ALEX WINNICK (Laertes) Gamut The-
atre: Macbeth (Malcolm), Romeo and Ju-
liet (Benvolio), Space Vampire (You), All 
The King’s Men (Tom Stark); PHP YAC: 
Robin Hood (Robin Hood), As You Like 
It (Jacques); Hershey High School: The 
Miracle Worker (James Keller), Our Town 
(Stage Manager), Radium Girls (Arthur 
Roeder); Stagedoor Manor: Crimes of the 
Heart (Barnette Lloyd), Harvey (Elwood), 
Back County Crimes (Doc Autry); Oys-
ter Mill Playhouse: Fox on the Fairway 
(Justin Hicks).
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DRAMATURG’S NOTE
BY KIM GREENAWALT

March of 2020:  move home from working with a jousting company, their contract out-
side of Miami having been cut short due to a disease called COVID-19. 

Fast forward to March 2021:  I am now cleaning out a desk, finally able to return to 
in-person work at Gamut Theatre with vaccines on the horizon, not only for myself 
but for my family. While taking stock of what was in the drawers of this new desk, I 
stumbled upon student artwork for Hamlet--the same play Gamut would be presenting 
for Free Shakespeare in the Park in June of 2021.

Hamlet. Where to even start?  Why not with student artwork? The drawings I found 
appeared to be posters, created by Gamut Theatre Summer Academy students work-
ing on this particular play. Thematically, these posters were great; the students clearly 
understood the major events and images presented in the play. Many featured knives 
or swords dripping with blood. Others featured a single flower. Some featured poison. 
Others had the iconic skull associated with Yorick and Hamlet’s graveyard scene.  Two 
even punned off the name Hamlet, utilizing pigs. I would pay good money to see a 
mashup of Animal Farm and Hamlet.  But I digress.  

How would these posters be different if they were drawn in 2020, 2021, and beyond?  
We’ve all been irrevocably changed by a global pandemic that has claimed 3.32 mil-
lion lives worldwide and almost 600,000 lives in the United States.

To me, in this almost-but-not-quite post-pandemic world, Hamlet’s grief hits different-
ly. Children losing parents, siblings, hasty funerals--it’s all now too familiar. Hamlet’s 
quest to prove his father was murdered by his uncle, regardless of the consequences, 
becomes much more plausible as, in our nation’s haste to place blame for the virus on 
the Chinese, we enabled a surge of hate crimes against Asian Americans.  Denmark 
as a prison has new meaning with travel bans and anti-intellectualism rears its head in 
Claudius and Gertrude’s request that Hamlet does not return to university. After all, 
Wittenberg’s most famous alumnus was Martin Luther--the man who overthrew the 
Catholic Church.  We have all experienced the gaslighting of Ophelia--I loved you not-
-as politicians claimed the pandemic was no worse than the flu, claimed election fraud 
despite overwhelming evidence to the contrary, and downplayed the Capital insurrec-
tion. Hamlet’s murder of Polonia, for which he faces no repercussions by the state on 
top of the already planned deportation smarts of the non-violent apprehension of white 
male mass shooters.  Laertes knowing, with the contraction of poison--or a disease--
that he’s been sentenced to die,--those not with us today may have known that feeling 
this past year.  I could go on, but surely I’ve made my point.  

Kids are smart:  their posters would be different now. Should ours be different now? 
No amount of set dressing, fabrics, and 80’s music can obscure that we live in a dif-
ferent world than that of one to two years ago. I hope Hamlet can give this new world 
some meaning for our audiences and that folks can take what they need from this pro-
duction, whether it be time to grieve what’s been lost, time to giggle at puns and dirty 
jokes, or time to commune with the outdoors and with other humans.  
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PRODUCTION TEAM

KIM GREENAWALT (ASM/Dramaturg) 
While not typically part of stage 
management, Kim is no stranger to 
dramaturgy, having filled that role in 
Gamut’s COVID conscious offerings 
in 2020-2021.  Previous FSIP credits 
include Much Ado About Nothing and 
Measure for Measure.  She hopes 
audience members can enjoy the 
company of other humans after a year 
of little to no live entertainment and to 
continue working on theatre indoors, 
post-FSIP, as more of the general public 
receives COVID vaccinations. 

STEPHANIE JONES (Costume 
Designer) Costume Shop Manager: 
Great River Shakespeare Festival 2017 
to Present. Resident Designer/ Costume 
Shop Manager,University of Utah School 
of Dance. Utah Ballet Gala Various 
pieces 2017/2019.  Mama Mia, Totem 
Pole Playhouse,Wizard of Oz and Romeo 
and Juliet Gamut Theatre Group. Sweet 
Charity ‘Iolani, Hawaii. The Butterfly and 
Ruined, University of Hawaii at Manoa. 
Defiance The Actors Group.Viral: The 
Musical University of Utah Theatre for 
Youth. The Marvelous Wonderettes The 
Grand Theatre. Artistic Director for 
Pacific Okinawa Players, 2004-2009 a 
military community theatre for service 
members who are stationed in Okinawa, 
Japan.

MARTIN KOLB (Sound Board Op) is 
glad to be back at Gamut for his first 
FSIP show. Previous Gamut Credits: 
Voices of the Eighth: Rhythms of 
Resilience (Sound/AV Designer), The 
Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe 
(Sound Assistant). Other credits include: 
The Sunshine Boys, The Ghost Train 
(Sound Designer, Centenary Stage 
Co), Snow White, The Birds (Technical 
Director, Messiah University), Infidel, 
The Tempest, and Eurydice (Sound 
Designer, Messiah University). Soli Deo 
Gloria.

CLARK NICHOLSON (Director) is 
the Artistic Director of Gamut Theatre, 
which he founded with his wife Melissa 
as the Popcorn Hat Players Children’s 
Theatre in 1992. Since that time he and 
his partner in work and life, along with 
numerous other artists, board members, 
benefactors, and volunteers inaugurated 
the Harrisburg Shakespeare Company. 
After those two constituent companies 
were unified under the name Gamut, 
Clark helped to found various other 
branches of that new entity including 
the TMI Improv Troupe and the Gamut 
Educational Council. Clark wants you to 
know that he “appreciates your presence, 
and is so happy to welcome you back!”

MELISSA NICHOLSON (Producer) 
has worn many hats in her professional 
theatrical career, including actor, 
director, stage manager, playwright, and 
teacher.  In addition to creating Popcorn 
Hat Players Children’s Theatre and 
Harrisburg Shakespeare Company with 
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her husband, Clark, she is also a past 
president of the Shakespeare Theatre 
Association International, a founding 
Board member of Harrisburg Area 
Theatre Alliance, and serves on the Arts 
& Entertainment committee of the Ned 
Smith Center.

ALEXANDRA NORNHOLD 
(Production Stage Manager) is a 
professional stage manager and lighting 
designer in the Central Pennsylvania 
area. She has recently stage managed 
Silenced Voices and Machinal with Penn 
State Harrisburg, Urinetown with the 
Pollock Center, and Chekhov Comedies: 
Love Hurts with Gamut Theatre. 
Alexandra is from Central Pennsylvania 
and graduated from York College of 
Pennsylvania in 2016 with BAs in 
Theatre and Professional Writing. 

PRODUCTION TEAM

TRISTAN STASIULIS (Lighting 
Designer) GAMUT THEATRE GROUP: 
Much Ado...; All The King’s Men; 
Pericles...; Midsummer...; Our Town; A 
Streetcar Named Desire. OPEN STAGE 
OF HARRISBURG: Amélie; The Diary 
of Anne Frank; The Wolves; For Colored 
Girls…; A Christmas Carol; Carrie; 
Fun Home; Red; Bill W. and Dr. Bob; 
A Raisin In The Sun; Gidion’s Knot; 
Fences; Clybourne Park; Joe Turner’s 
Come And Gone; Frost/Nixon; Talk 
Radio; Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom; and 
others from 2011 to present.

Gamut Theatre Board of Directors
Alexis Campbell, President
Kristopher T. Smull, Vice-President
Jessica Whitmyer, Treasurer
Jackie Williams, Secretary
Dr. Marvin Berger
John Bivins
Ruby Doub
Patrick Hughes
J. Clark Nicholson
Melissa H. Nicholson
Diego Sandino
Noel Sloboda
Mark Smith
Rob Smith
Thomas Weaver

Gamut Theatre Core Company
Melissa H. Nicholson
Founding Executive Director

J. Clark Nicholson
Founding Artistic Director

Ross Carmichael
Resident Technical Director
Abby Carroll
Resident Theatre Manager
 Kimberly Greenawalt
Director of Development & Dramaturgy

 Lyeneal Griffin
Public Relations Manager
 Erin Shellenberger
Office Manager
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DIRECTOR’S NOTES
BY CLARK NICHOLSON

Good evening, and WELCOME BACK TO RESERVOIR PARK! We’re so glad 
to again gather with you under the open sky to share one of William Shakespeare’s 
most beloved stories. Because of the pandemic, we missed seeing you last year, 
and we are very pleased to once again bring you our yearly rite of Summer!

A bit of explanation is in order concerning the form of our production of Hamlet: 
Prince of Denmark. You will notice as you look to the stage that the set is quite a 
bit more spare than you may have become accustomed to seeing in a Harrisburg 
Shakespeare Company production. There are several reasons for that. Coming out 
of quarantine, we knew that our ability to get many people together to construct a 
highly detailed stage design was just not feasible. Nor was it desirable or possible 
to cast and rehearse a full-sized ensemble. Even though mask mandates have now 
largely been lifted, this was not the case when we began production over a month 
ago. 

However, there was a fortuitous situation that presented itself to solve several 
problems at once. Each year, Harrisburg Shakespeare’s parent organization, Gamut 
Theatre Group, produces an edited version of a Shakespeare classic. These pro-
ductions are highly truncated and the casting is doubled and tripled to keep to a 
manageable size, because this yearly offering is kept in repertory usage to tour to 
schools and other municipalities. The aesthetic focus is on the essential parts of the 
story presented, and what remains is the raw dynamic of the play’s construction 
with an emphasis on Shakespeare’s language. 

As bad luck would have, when Covid lock-down happened in March of 2020, 
Gamut had an educational engagement production of Hamlet in its pocket which 
had only been put onstage twice. We were very sad to have mounted this effort, 
only to have it be seen by a small handful of Central PA students. However, the 
need to be responsible far outweighed any regrets we might have about not being 
able to have a full season of performing this show. 

You probably see where I’m going here: earlier in this year, it looked as if we 
might actually be able to take steps to come out of semi-hibernation, and the first 
really sizable offering we knew we would make would be the resurrection of our 
annual offering of a Free Shakespeare production in this lovely park. And so, we 
knew what we needed to do. We set to work pulling this edited version of Hamlet 
out of the mothballs and getting it back on its feet. We are so happy that this is 
what you will see tonight. 

I also am glad that we get the opportunity to show you a sample of the work we’ve 
been bringing into Central PA schools for many years now. Should you wish to 
have one of these productions come to your school or organization, you need only 
get in touch with Gamut and we will be happy to set up a tour for you. 
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A note about this particular production:  Although it is a heavy edit (roughly half 
as long as an uncut version of the play) it still holds the basic storyline and the 
dynamics of the major players. It is our hope that this doorway into Shakespeare in 
general, and Hamlet in particular, will spur audience members to seek out a more 
full production in the future, wherein they will find the speeches, sub-plots, and 
scenes that were necessarily omitted in this streamlined version of the story. 

Also, you will notice that this production, while contemporary in setting, hear-
kens back in time some 30-40 years to the musical era I call “proto-Goth.”  This 
Hamlet’s fashion and musical taste tend toward those sounds and sights rooted 
in the work of Joy Division, Gary Numan, late 70s David Bowie, and Kraftwerk. 
Why? Well, to be totally honest, it’s because that’s a large part of where my head 
and heart were at when I was Hamlet’s age, and his brooding introspection was 
something that I understood in that time and empathized with in that context. 
That’s the Hamlet we bring you tonight: Doc Martens, dark clothes, guy-liner and 
all. Imagine that a slightly younger Hamlet, before our story begins, discovered 
his mom’s old mix tapes and subsequently made himself a killer Smiths, Depeche 
Mode, Cure, Art of Noise Spotify playlist. Then he smoothed in the thick honey of 
his own bittersweet gloom. 

That’s all I have for you. All that needs to be said. I do hope that if you enjoy this 
and don’t know the uncut versions of this script, you’ll seek out a more full ver-
sion wherein you’ll meet Francisco, Cornelius, Voltemonde, Roderigo, Osric, and 
Fortinbras; where you’ll hear Hamlet’s “O, What a rogue and peasant slave...” and 
“Now how all occasions do inform against me...” Speeches, you’ll delight in the 
ironic rhetorical daggers within the Rosencrantz/Guildenstern/Hamlet scene pop-
ularly called “The recorders,” and where you will see Hamlet “Borne like a prince 
to the stage…” in the very final moments of the play. 

So good to be back. Enjoy!

Coming Up in 2021-22
GAMUT THEATRE’S EDUCATIONAL ENGAGEMENT PLAY:

Will iam Shakespeare’s 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream
for grades 6 - 12

Contact us at 717-238-4111 for more information
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T H E  1 5 - M I N U T E 

Wo rd s  b y  W i l l i a m  S h a ke s p e a re , 
E d i t  b y  G a m u t  Th e a t re ’s  B a rd  S e n s e l e s s

Pe r f o r m e d  b y  t h e  2 0 2 1  Fre e  S h a ke s p e a re  i n  t h e  Pa r k 
I n t e r n  C o m p a n y

JADE JARRELL
Francisco, Horatio, 

Polonius, Ophelia, Laertes

LEIGHANN KOPPENHOFFER
Gertrude, Pirate, 

Gravedigger, Osric

THOMAS WEAVER
Director

JESS ROSS
Stage Manager

NAJUMA NORMAN
Bernardo, Ghost, Claudius

LUNDEN MCCLAIN 
Hamlet
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JADE JARRELL (Francisco, Horatio, 
Polonius, Ophelia, Laertes) is an up-
coming senior in theatre at CASA and 
have had the opportunity of reciting 
the poem “I Sit and Sew” by Alice 
Moore Dunbar Nelson in the show 
Do You Know Me, a partnered pro-
duction with Sankofa African Amer-
ican Theatre Company and Gamut 
Theatre. I’m so incredibly grateful and 
excited to be a part of this internship 
here at Gamut and I can’t wait for 
everyone to see the production of 
Hamlet!

LEIGHANN KOPPENHOFER (Ger-
trude, Gravedigger, Pirate, Osric) is 16 
years old and an incoming senior at 
Cumberland Valley High School. Previ-
ous credits include The Lion, the Witch, 
and the Wardrobe (Susan), As You Like 
It (Celia), and Gallathea (Larissa). She 
has been a student with Gamut Theatre 
for the past eight years, and she has also 
recently served a year-long internship 
with Gamut preceding this FSIP intern-
ship. Leighann is grateful to have had so 
many opportunities this year to learn so 
closely about several different aspects of 
theatre.

LUNDEN MCCLAIN (Hamlet) is a mul-
tifaceted up and coming Senior who at-
tends Central Dauphin East High School. 
She has always had a creative spirit and a 
love for the arts. She is currently interning 
at Gamut Theatre Group.  Through this 
internship Lunden has honed her acting 
skills and learned what it takes to put on a 
production. Lunden hopes to continue to 
share her gifts and talents with the world. 

NAJUMA NORMAN (Ghost, Clau-
dius, Bernardo) I’m an upcoming 
CASA graduate and planning to 
take a year to expand my resume. I 
recently had the opportunity to play 
Maude Coleman in Do You Know 
Me, a partnered production with 
Sankofa African American Theatre 
Company and Gamut Theatre. I’m 
excited to be a part of this internship 
and learn everything about what goes 
into making Gamut’s production of 
Hamlet!

JESS ROSS (Stage Manager) has been 
seen on and off the Gamut stage and 
is thrilled to be assisting Tom and 
working with this truly amazing and 
talented group of interns!! She is 
“so glad to be back and can’t wait to 
preform again!”

THOMAS WEAVER (Director) 
Tom is a past member of Gamut’s core 
company, formerly serving as Associate 
Artistic Director. Past directing projects 
include Pericles, A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, and Our Town. He is currently 
the Artistic Director of the Unlikely 
Wonders Theatre Project.



PLOT SUMMARY
Does Shakes-fear have you quaking in your boots?  Does the Bard’s use of invert-
ed syntax make you feel as if you’ve seen the ghost of language past?  Well never 
fear:  a plot summary is here.  Additionally, this evening’s production of Hamlet 
is our abridged Educational Engagement tour that we were scheduled to tour 
to high school audiences prior to the COVID-19 Pandemic.  This particular cut 
streamlines the play into its primary storylines and frequently features narrations 
to transition from scene to scene.  So, for any Hamlet aficionados, you may notice 
the absence of several subplots as we strive to keep our stage’s traffic to under two 
hours for the sake of our originally intended audience.

GAMUT’S ACT ONE

The entirety of the play takes place in and around Elsinore Castle, in Denmark.  
On guard duty, Bernardo and Marcellus think they see a ghost who looks sus-
piciously like Prince Hamlet’s dead father—the former King Hamlet.  They get 
Hamlet’s best friend, Horatio, a scholar, to try to talk with the ghost.  None of 
these men are able to communicate with the ghost and all three decide to tell Ham-
let what they have seen.

Prince Hamlet is still in mourning over his late father’s death while his mother, 
Queen Gertrude, has married Hamlet’s uncle, Claudius.  (Marrying a dead spouses’ 
sibling counted as incest by Elizabethan standards.)  Hamlet voices his displeasure 
with his mother and uncle, the new King of Denmark.  Shortly afterwards, Horatio 
and Marcellus tell Hamlet about the ghost.  

Diverging from this, we meet the family of Polonia1, Laertes, and Ophelia.  
Laertes is leaving for school and bids farewell to his mother and sister.  Polonia, 
mother of Laertes and Ophelia, advises her son before his departure and warns 
Ophelia that she ought to stop dating Hamlet.  

When Horatio and Marcellus bring Hamlet to speak with the ghost, Hamlet is able 
to talk to the ghost in private.  According to the ghost of Hamlet Sr., Claudius mur-
dered him.  Hamlet vows to avenge his dead father.  

The other residents of Elsinore notice a change in Hamlet’s behavior.  Claudius 
and Gertrude send for Hamlet’s school friends, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, to 
see if they can figure out what is causing Hamlet’s odd behavior.  Polonia attri-
butes the change to Hamlet’s relationship with Ophelia.  Claudius and Polonia plan 
to orchestrate an encounter between Hamlet and Ophelia where they will spy on 
their children.  Meanwhile, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern meet with Hamlet, who 
deduces that his two school friends are in Elsinore for nefarious purposes.  How-
ever, these two school friends of the Prince let him know that a group of traveling 
actors is coming to Elsinore.  Hamlet plans for the players to stage a play that’s 
contents will reveal Claudius’ guilt in the murder of Hamlet Sr.  
1In Gamut’s Hamlet, we’ve regendered Polonius as Polonia.  Shakespeare originally wrote this part as a male character.
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Before the play, Claudius and Polonia spy on Ophelia as she interacts with Ham-
let.  Based on how Hamlet treats Ophelia, Claudius deduces that Hamlet is mad, 
not lovesick, and must be sent to England.  Hamlet then proceeds to give advice to 
the actors prior to their performance.  During the play, called The Mousetrap, the 
players reenact a scenario similar to that of the former King Hamlet, Claudius, and 
Gertrude.  Claudius, upset at the play’s implications, puts an end to the perfor-
mance.

GAMUT’S ACT TWO (BEWARE--SPOILERS AHEAD!)  

Claudius tries to repent for the murder of Hamlet Sr. while Hamlet, catching Clau-
dius deep in prayer, debates killing his uncle on the spot.  Instead, Hamlet chooses 
to speak with his mother, confronting Gertrude about her incestuous marriage 
to Claudius.  Hearing some noise in the room, Hamlet kills a spy, revealed to be 
Polonia, leaving Gertrude horrified.  The Ghost appears again, reminding Hamlet 
to avenge him without harming Gertrude.  As Hamlet converses with the Ghost, 
Gertrude worries for her son as the Ghost is not visible to her.  Hamlet disposes of 
Polonia’s body.

Claudius gets Rosencrantz and Guildenstern to find Hamlet and Polonia.  Claudius 
sends Hamlet and his school chums to England, where he hopes the English will 
kill Hamlet.  Ophelia, distressed over her mother’s death and Hamlet’s behavior 
towards her, appears to Gertrude and Claudius singing.  Laertes returns to Elsinore 
upon hearing of his mother’s death and is devastated at his sister’s mental break.  
Horatio receives word from Hamlet that, during a scuffle at sea with pirates, he rid 
himself of Rosencrantz and Guildenstern and has returned to Denmark.  Claudius, 
upon learning of Hamlet’s return, knows he must do something to protect himself.  
He plans a duel between Hamlet and Laertes in which Laertes will have a poisoned 
dagger with which to stab Hamlet and Hamlet’s drink will be poisoned, making 
the prince’s death inevitable.  Gertrude returns, bringing shocking news regarding 
Ophelia.

The scene shifts to a graveyard.  Hamlet and Horatio find two gravediggers.  
Shortly afterward, the royal family and Laertes appear in the graveyard, in a 
processional with a dead body.  Hamlet discovers that the deceased is Ophelia.  
Seeing Laertes jump into the grave, Hamlet reveals himself and engages Laertes in 
a fight.  The combatants are separated.

Hamlet receives a challenge to the duel planned by Claudius and Laertes.  Hamlet 
accepts the challenge.  Hamlet expresses remorse to Laertes for his former behav-
ior and the two young men begin to duel.  While Hamlet fares well in the first two 
rounds of the duel, Gertrude drinks some of the wine meant for Hamlet, Hamlet 
and Laertes are both wounded by the poisoned dagger, and Claudius is revealed as 
the poison’s maker.  
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SPECIAL THANKS

JOHN BIVINS
JOEL COLVIN
CODY DAWSON
BRENNEN DICKERSON
KIM DICKERSON
KAREN GASSER
MATTHEW GOLDEN
THE HUTCHINS FAMILY
JEFF LUTTERMOSER
CAROLINA NICHOLSON
CHRIS ONDECK

IAN POTTER 
JESS ROSS
KAREN RUCH
DIEGO SANDINO
KAITLYN SIMMONS
WENDY SIMMONS
ROB SMITH
BRIAN TROWBRIDGE
JEFF WASILESKI
THOMAS WEAVER
DAVID RAMÓN ZAYAS
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2020 Supporters of 
Gamut Theatre Group

Reflects donations to Gamut’s general 
operating expenses received in 2020

$10,000 and up
CFA Cultural Museum Preservation
Dauphin County
Dauphin County Cares Act
Alexander Grass Foundation
Lois Lehrman Grass
McCormick Family Foundation
Select Medical
Donald B. and Dorothy L. Stabler Foundation

$5000 - $9,999
Anne & Philip Glatfelter Family Foundation
Margaret Hathaway
Impact Harrisburg
Joseph W. and Bessie H. Kline Foundation
Richard & Sharon Jordan**
M&T Bank
Katharine Newhouse
Alice Stewart & David Newhouse

$1,000 - $4,999
The William & Virginia Brody Fund*
Kuhr Bair Family Fund
BB&T Bank
Anson B. Campbell Foundation
The Foundation for Enhancing Communities
Tom & Susan Coughlin
Form Foundation Fund*
Brad & Cindy Garfinkel
Charles Greenawalt
Peggy Grove
Anne Hawkins
Nicholas Hughes
Patrick Hughes
Karns Foods**
Bill Lehr Fund for the Arts and Education*
Keith Li
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Donald Vaughan & Charles Romigh
The Smull Family
Kristine Koontz & Ed Toyer
Troegs
Weis Markets
Jessica Whitmyer
Claudia Williams**
Sara Zentmeyer***

$500 - $999
Atgooth Foundation**
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Pyramid Construction**
Capital BlueCross
Richard Dahab***
Denise Dentremont***
Karen Gasser
Marla & Scot Gibson
Cheri Gillfillan**
Barry & Joanna Groebel
George Hartnett**
Matthew Mann & Tara Herweg
David Lee***
Robert Lieblein
Kim LoGiudice
Judith Long**
Amy Mezoff & Lynne Porter
Kristin Scofield
Joseph T. & Helen M. Simpson Foundation
William Sloboda
Lisa Stanley & Theresa Snyder**
Alyce & Morton Spector Philanthropic Fund
Thomas Sweeney
Sarah Threnhauser
Brian & Pamela Trowbridge
Winnick Family

$250 - $499
Alera Group**
Francesca Amendolia
Kathleen & Ralph Aymin
Alexis & Robert Campbell
Barbara & Rodney Conrad
Frederick & Melanie DePalma**
Edward & Lisa Leone Dickerson
Chris Dickson
Carol Eklund
Jacki Ellenberger
Sharon Clothier & Amy Gaudion**
Mary Groeneman
Thomas Goundrey
George Hawkins
Kathy Ireland
Kevin Kateluzos
Marilyn Kauffman In Memory of A. B. Derr
Kelli Kauterman
Jeff Luttermoser
Bennett Massie**
Edward & Laureace McCarthy
Cecilia McCormick**
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Elizabeth McIntosh
Barbara McNeillie***
Nicole Merriman**
Jessica Meyers**
Melissa & Clark Nicholson
Andrew Nyberg
Patti Rizio
Sandra & Dick Ross
Arthur & Mary Sachs
Joel & Annette Santolla
Ronald & Michelle Shellenberger
Noel & Martha Sloboda
L.B. Smith Estate Foundation**
Natalie Tichenor
Jeffrey & Deb Wasileski
Tim Bunner & Jonathan Vipond

$100 - $249
Sean Adams
Mark & Allison Barno
Linda Beck
Lawrance Binda
Jacalyn Broadley
Diane Byerly**
Kelly Carli
Pat & Douglas Carmichael
Michelle Camilli
Maryann Coffman***
Craig Cohen
Ralph & Judy Cohen
Anthony Conte**
Peter Shelly & Faith Curran
Coyle Family
Cody Dawson
Carole Desoto
Neal Dow
Linda McKay & Brian Downey
Greg Dreibelbis**
Sumit Dua
Patricia Dubois
Joseph Peifer & Elizabeth Dunlevey
Run Cross Enterprises LLC
Scott Farrell
Emily Fiore
Linda & Andrew Fiscus
June Foster***
Kimberly & Peter Frengel
Anna Friess
Deeter Gallaher Group**
Shawn Glick**
John Grespin
Martha Griffin

Tim Hanlon
John Hayden
Megan Helsley
Hempt Bros Inc.**
William Hereford***
George Himmelreich
Andrew & Christy Hoover
Homeland Center**
Daniel & Patricia Hottenstein
Gail Hutchinson
Andy Isaacs
Michael Kacey
Andrea Koppenhofer
Wayne Landon
Barbara Leary
Greg & Brenda Lee
David Lego**
Sarah Lemanski
Thomas & Susan Magill
Amber Mann***
Phillip Mann
Kimberly Mattappallil
Maryjo McCartney**
Charlotte Flynn Michalski
Kathleen Julian & Nkuchia M’Ikanatha
Patrice Miller
Mridula Mishra
Kirsten Moe
James Moon
Lisa Mowery**
Margaret Mumper
Rachita Nambiar
Helen Nauman
Diane Neiper**
Next Home Capital Realty**
Aleax Olivera
Chris Ondeck
Jeanine Osman
The Panchik Family
Valecia Pierce
IIPT Harrisburg Peace Promenade*
Ian Potter
Margaret Purdy
James Reid
RGS Associates**
Peter Richter
Karen Ruch
Jill Sanborn for The Great Wasileskis
Rebecca Sanderson**
Wendy Schaenen
Carl Schultz**
Paul & Linda Shannon**
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Wendy Simmons
Hilary Simpson
James & Joan Skesavage***
Maryann Skubecz
Michelle K Smith
L.B. Smith**
Joel Snyder
Olivia Susskind
Lisa Tesler
Michael Trephan
Angus Vail
Chandra Valluri
Steven Wassner
Stephen Webb
Bruce Weber
Christopher White
Robert & Janet Willis***
Erin Womer

Capital Campaign Supporters

Reflects donations received from the 
beginning of the campaign through 

Dec. 2020

$100,000 and above
Capital BlueCross
Dauphin County Commissioners
The Alexander Grass Foundation
Lois Lehrman Grass
The Impact Harrisburg Foundation
David & Katharine Newhouse
Select Medical
The Donald B. and Dorothy L. Stabler Stabler 
Foundation

$50,000-$99,999
The William & Virginia Brody Fund*
The Lois Lehrman Grass Foundation
Hershey Foods
The Josiah W. & Bessie H. Kline Foundation
The John Crain Kunkel Foundation
The McCormick Family Foundation
Gary & Sylvie St. Hilaire

$10,000-$49,999
Bill & Marion Alexander
Anonymous
Tom & Susan Coughlin/The Blackway Family
Karen Gasser
Peggy Grove

Margaret Hathaway
Jay & Nancy Krevsky
Bill & Beverlee Lehr Fund*
M&T Bank
The M&T Charitable Foundation
Alexander & Carlin Morrison
David & Alice Newhouse
Benjamin Olewine III
PA Department of Education
The Joseph H. & Helen M. Simpson Foundation
David & Erica Taylor
Paul & Lynette Weaver
The Winnick Family

$5000-$9999
Capital Advantage Insurance Company
Commonwealth Charter Academy
Brenda Eppley
Todd & Jeri Kramer
Kelly Lick
Pyramid Construction
Kristine Koontz & Edward Toyer
Anne Yellott

$1000-$4999
Sean & Jennie Adams
The Cast of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland  
 and Through the Looking Glass
The Amendolia-Webb Family
The Auchincloss Fund*
Marvin & Christine Berger
Jim Bush
Craig Cohen
Ed & Lisa Leone Dickerson
Matt & Melissa Dunphy
Deb Gelbaugh
Marla & Scot Gibson
Matthew Mann & Tara Herweg
Jennifer Hirt
Ron & Donna Hoffman
Andy & Christy Hoover
Barbara Gasser Hughes
Richard Johnson
Cast of Journey to the West
Jen & Scott Kilander
The Jim Krahulec Family Foundation
Bill & Beverlee Lehr
Cheryl Wilson & Keith Li
Kim LoGiudice
Robert & Jana MacGinnes
Phillip & Amber Mann
Seth & Amy Mendelsohn
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William Murphey (for Anne Yellott)
Christine Nagorzanski
Clark & Melissa Nicholson
David J. Olmsted
Clem Onukwubiri
Wanda Ortiz
Catherine Lawrence & Eric Papenfuse
Amy Mezoff & Lynne Porter
David & BethAnn Reeser
Kelli Kauterman & David Richwine
Marc Roda & Janet Avcin
Donald Vaughan & Charles Romigh
Karen Ruch
Sandy Hollow Parks & Recreation
Carl & Lisa Schultz
Marilyn Shaver
Jay & Wendy Simmons
Chris Baldrige & David Skerpon
Noel & Martha Sloboda
The Smull Family
TE Connectivity
Brian & Pamela Trowbridge
The Whitmyer Family
Richard & Elizabeth Wingate
Rick & Sara Zentmeyer

$500-$999
Joshua Arnold
Karen Arnold
Scott Balthaser
Chad Barger
Sheridan Barrett
Sharia & William Benn
Barbara Billman
Estate of Bernice Bramson
Zachary Breach
Robert & Alexis Campbell
Christina Closs
Ralph Cohen
The Coyle Family
Matt & Gina Fritzinger
Mindy Goodman
Charles Greenawalt
Michael Greenwald
Barry & Joanna Groebel
Mariah Hale
Linda Ann Hammond
John Hayden
Thomas & Patricia Herweg
The Janus School (for David Newhouse)
Benjamin Koontz
Andrea Koppenhofer
Joseph Kahn & Margery Krevsky
Joanne Krug
Robert Lieblein
Kristi LoGiudice

Rev. George & Phyllis Martz
Elizabeth McIntosh
Frederick & Kristine Miller
Lori Myers
The Original Copy Shop
R. Scott Phillips
Ian Potter
Rachel Ratowsky
Joseph Reilly
Jeffrey Rensch
Mark & Kate Robinson
The Ross Family
Hilary Simpson
Ron & Maryann Skubecz
The Cast of Snow White
Eric & Sue Unger
Thomas Weaver

$250-$499
Elizabeth Abele
Agia Sophia
William Anderson
Chad Barger
Joy Breach
Dan & Amy Burke
Leigh Chow
Crabtree, Rohrbaugh, & Associates
Michael & Ruby Doub
Jacki Ellenberger
Scott & Susan Farrell
Mike & Laura Garcia
Theresa Guerrisi & Jeffrey Gingerich
Michael Grabauskas
Crystal Hackett
Robert Hankes
Julia Hatmaker
Mary Henninger-Voss
George Himmelreich
Betty Hooker
Jeff & Linda Johns
Marilyn Kauffman
Christine Krahulec
Jude LaVia
Mary Kate Lee
Charles & Holly Leggett
Mike & Jennifer Lieb
Mary Warner & Stephen MacDonald
The Marino Family Foundation
Ed & Laurie McCarthy
L. Joseph & Sandra Minnick
Morgan Nec
The Ned Smith Center for Science & Art
Aleax Olivera
Tim Parsons
Jason & Heather Reardon
Patti Rizio
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The Cast of Robin Hood
Carolyn Stine & Martin Siegel
Alyce & Morton Spector*
Nancy Taylor
Robert & Randi Teplitz
Victoria Velez
Marcie Snyder Warner
Steven & Enid Wassner
Stephen Webb
The Weber Family
Carol Eklund & Lewin Wickes
Collins Wilson

$100-$249
Brent & Kathleen Alford
Gary & JoAnn Alleman
Allen’s Memory Lane
Jake & Amanda Benton
Marcy Brenner
Jim & Ellen Campbell
Michelle Camilli
James & Andrea Catlin
Cultural Enrichment Fund
Frances Daley
Cindy & Paul Dlugolecki
Melissa Jarrett Ewell Dunbar
Thomas Duszak
Michael Einheuser
Brenda Florida
Alan & Cindy Foster
Andrew & Kirsten Giorgione
Lydia Graeff
Karen Gray
Kimberly Greenawalt
Lois Grinstead
Joy Hamsher
James Heckman
John Holohan
Andy Isaacs
Alex & Ann Kaschock
Kelly King
Dana Kinsey
Dr. Jack & Anne Kline
Les Labbauf
Sarah Mae Leahy
Douglas Lockard
Kelly LoGiudice
Jason Maynard
Shannon McCarthy
Darren & Kim McKee
Marni Micek
Kathryn Miller
Kathleen Julian & N’kuchia M’ikanatha
Gina & Nicholas Mistishen
NEMLA (for Renie Abele)
Luke & Marie Nester

Joseph Notarianni
Denise Salazer Parise
Kathleen Powers
Jim Richwine (for Kelli Kauterman)
Mickey Shapiro
Marty Rogoff & Julie Sherman
Frank & Laurel Siemon
Adra Smith-Sparling
Rodney & Maria Snyder
Chad & Anthea Stebbins
Julie Strickland
Matthew Taylor
The Carol H. Toyer Trust
James & Kara Witmer
John Dernbach & Kathryn Yorkievitz
Aimee Zimmerman

*Through The Foundation for Enhancing  
Communities

**Donations made in Memory of 
Lily Jordan

***Donations made in Memory of 
Kent McNeillie



Sankofa african American 
theatre company

PRETTY 
FIRE

by 
Charlayne Woodard

Sankofaaatc.org
for tickets and information

July 30 to August 8

at Gamut Theatre

Presented in 
partnership with



A summer theatre intensive for 
ages 8-16, held at Gamut Theatre 
and taught by experienced teaching 
professionals. Students are 
immersed in the study of theatre, 
dance, voice, improvisation, design, 
and writing. Each week culminates 
in a Friday evening performance!

This camp, taught by the Popcorn 
Hat Players themselves, for ages 
6-11, aims to teach children general 
knowledge of the theatre while 
having lots of fun! Classes are held 
at Gamut Theatre. Students will 
present a performance at the end of 
the summer camp.

GAMUT 
THEATRE  
SUMMER 
ACADEMY

POPCORN HAT  
SUMMER CAMP

Jul. 5 - July 30, 2021

Aug. 3 - Aug.13, 2021







To learn more about Select Medical and  
the causes we support, visit selectmedical.com

Improving the quality of life for  
our patients and our community.

is proud  
to support the

Gamut Theatre  
Group
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GAMUT Theatre Group 
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