
SSSAAAWWWFFFIIISSSHHHEEESSS   OOOFFF   TTTHHHEEE   WWWOOORRRLLLDDD   ...   ...   ...   aaannn   IIIDDD   ggguuuiiidddeee 
This guide illustrates the key features unique to each species of sawfish found in the Indian and Pacific Oceans. Features are only listed if they vary  from                                      

the typical form (i.e. dorsal fin above/slightly behind pelvic fins, teeth occur on entirety of the saw, peg/awl shaped teeth on saw, tooth gap at tip of saw                                            

smaller than preceding gap, all teeth similar in length). See www.sawfishconservationsociety.org for further details and to report your encounters with sawfish. 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Narrow/Knifetooth sawfish 

(Anoxypristis cuspidata) 

Green/Longcomb sawfish 

(Pristis zijsron) 

Dwarf sawfish 

(Pristis clavata) 

Largetooth/Freshwater sawfish 

(Pristis pristis) 

No teeth 
on base 
of saw 

Flat 
triangular 

teeth 

Forked tail Forked tail 

Dorsal fin in 
front of 

pelvic fins 

Tooth gaps 
unevenly 
spaced 

tooth gaps 

Tooth gaps 
unevenly 
spaced 

Tooth gaps 
evenly 
spaced 

Tooth gaps 
evenly 
spaced 

Tooth gap at 
tip of saw 

bigger than 
preceding gap 

No fork in tail No fork in tail 

23-37 
teeth per 
side of 

saw 

16-33 
teeth per 
side of 

saw 
18-27 

teeth per 
side of 

saw 

14-24 
teeth per 
side of 

saw 

Pectoral 
fins as 
long as 
they are 

wide 

Pectoral 
fins as 
long as 
they are 

wide 

Pectoral 
fins longer 
than they 
are wide 

Pectoral 
fins longer 
than they 
are wide 
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Teeth at 
base of 

saw 
shorter 
than at 
the tip 

http://www.sawfishconservationsociety.org/

