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Lessons from the tea master

will never forget the gift of meeting tea master

Genshitsu Sen during my trip to Japan in November.

Not only is Sen the former grand master of
the Urasenke tea tradition, but he is also an
accomplished Rotarian. Those accomplishments

include helping charter the Rotary Club of Kyoto-South,

Japan, serving as president of the Rotary Club of Kyoto and

governor of District 2650, and holding leadership roles in
Rotary International and The Rotary Foundation.

It was an honor to spend time with him. He is a
remarkable human being and a joyful soul. And his
leadership and engagement in Rotary remain strong.

During that same week in Japan, I had the opportunity

to record a video for a 100-year-old World War II naval hero
and two-time Rotary district governor from Park City, Utah.

Sen and the Rotarian from Park City shared similar
stories, though they served on opposing sides of the war.
What was remarkable to me was that each of them chose

Rotary to live lives of peacemaking. It struck me that we are

all on this planet simply trying to do our best, and we are
much more similar than we are different.

I feel incredibly fortunate to be able to witness these
stories and meet such incredible people.

JENNIFER JONES

President, Rotary International

4 ZEikER 20233

Top: Genshitsu Sen, former grand
master of the Urasenke tea tradition,
performs a traditional Japanese tea
ceremony for Jones during her trip to
Japan in November. The tea ceremony,
known as chado, dates back centuries
and embraces the arts, religion,
philosophy, and social life.

Above: Sen stands outside the
Urasenke tearoom compound where
he lives in Kyoto. Rotary magazine
wrote about Sen’s remarkable story

in the August 2022 issue. You can listen
to an audio version of the story at
rotary.org/peace-through-bowl-tea.
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TRUSTEE CHAIR'S MESSAGE

A precious resource
iInaccessible to many

Living in Australia, you think a lot about water.
When you travel to the nation’s vast interior, the
Outback, you can’t help but wonder how such an
arid climate has supported life for millennia. There,
each sip of water feels precious.

Each sip seems to get more precious by the
day as climate change continues to impact water
supply everywhere. Where Juliet and I live, on
the temperate coast not far from Melbourne, I
remember times not long ago when water supplies
were so low that severe usage restrictions were put
into place. We now live on rainwater that falls onto
our roof and is collected in a tank. In many parts of
the world, people don’t have that luxury.

Water is essential for life no matter where we
live. Yet many of us take it for granted. Think of
all the times today you turned on the tap. About
1 in 4 people in the world have quite a different
experience when they do — if they have a tap at
all. Today, 2 billion people lack access to safely
managed drinking water, according to the United
Nations. It is heartbreaking that each year, about
300,000 children under age 5 die from diarrheal
diseases caused by poor sanitation, poor hygiene,
or unsafe drinking water — all preventable
circumstances.

This is where Rotary comes in. Through your
support, The Rotary Foundation provides water

Illustration by Viktor Miller Gausa

S 2023.3

and sanitation for countless communities around
the globe. Foundation global grants have ranged
from providing toilets and hygiene education for
villages in the Philippines to building infrastructure
for year-round access to safe, affordable drinking
water in Brazil.

The water and sanitation problems that we
face are too great for any of us to solve alone. But
whether we work with global grant partner districts
across the world or with large agencies such as
USAID, we are making a difference.

When thinking of teaming up to provide safe
drinking water, sanitation, and hygiene, remember
that one of our greatest partners is right here within
the family of Rotary: Rotaract.

Effective this Rotary year, Rotaract clubs may
apply for global grants. I encourage Rotary and
Rotaract clubs to work together on existing grants
and for Rotary clubs to support grants sponsored by
Rotaract clubs. Together, Rotary and Rotaract clubs
are going to take the power of the Foundation to a
new level.

The Rotary Foundation has more potential
than ever to make a difference in the water and
sanitation challenges we all face, thanks to your
generous support.

AN H.5. RISELEY

Foundation trustee chair
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Plenary Attendance

All the members are “actors”. There is no “seats of audience” in Rotary.
Every activity is always attended by all the members.
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A Bird Came Down the Walk
A Bird came down the Walk,

He did not know I saw.

He bit an Angleworm in halves,
And ate the fellow, raw,

And then he drank a Dew

From a convenient Grass,

And then hopped sidewise to the Wall
To let a Beetle pass.

He glanced with rapid eyes

That hurried all abroad,

He stirred his Velvet Head,

Like one in danger, Cautious.

| offered him a Crumb,

And he unrolled his feathers

And rowed him softer home
Than Oars divide the Ocean,

Too silver for a seam,

Or Butterflies, off Banks of Noon
Leap, plashless as they swim.
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Emily Dickinson — /4 Bord Came Down the Walk

They looked like frightened Beads, I thought.
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