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Special tense-moods

In the core lessons, we learned that we can change a verb root into a verb stem.
And once we have a verb stem, we can add endings to that stem to create a

complete verb.

In the examples below, note the progression from root to stem to verb:

(N
4l - T — T4
ni — naya — nayanti

lead — lead — They lead.

al - IS - 9=y

ni — nesya — nesyami
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We also learned that Sanskrit verbs express five basic kinds of information.

These five are called person, which expresses the verb's perspective:

(aN
“dld |
nayati.

(Someone) leads.
TN |

nayami.

I lead.

number, which expresses how many of something there are:

(N
I |
nayati.

(Someone) leads.
™\

Yl |

nayanti.
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tense-mood, which expresses the verb's tense (time period) and mood
(manner):

(N
q1d |
nayati.
(Someone) leads.
haN o\
aH(d |
nesyati.

(Someone) will lead.

-
aYd |
nayet.

(Someone) might lead.

prayoga, which is hard to explain but easy to understand:
o\
ERIGE
nayati.
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<rad
niyate

(Someone) is led.

(karmani prayoga)

and pada, which is meaningful only for certain roots. We will discuss pada

more in a later lesson, but here is a simple example of it:

N\
ad(d |
nayati.
(Someone) leads (for another's benefit).
(parasmaipada)
=
aJd |
nayate.

(Someone) leads (for their own benefit).

(atmanepada)

Four special tense-moods
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all four of these tense-moods below:

o

4ld

nayati

(Someone) leads.

e

nayatu

(Someone) should lead.

{949

anayat
(Someone) led.

-

T

nayet

(Someone) might or could lead.

Since these four tense-moods use a special stem, they are sometimes called

special tense-moods. They are called “special” only because of the stem they
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We form the stems for these four special tense-moods in ten different patterns.

Generally, each root uses just one of these ten patterns.

The most common pattern is that we strengthen the root vowel and add -a:

l — TG0, 99, $[9d, 79,
ni — nayati, nayatu, anayat, nayet

lead — (someone) leads, should lead, led, might lead

For other roots, we might add a suffix like -aya instead:

I N = > N
cur — corayati, Corayatu, acorayat, corayet

steal — (someone) steals, should steal, stole, might steal

And for a few roots, we might even make a more drastic change:
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hu — juhoti, juhotu, ajuhot, juhuyat
offer — (someone) offers, should offer, offered, might offer

Since roots change in ten different ways, we can sort these roots into ten

different verb classes. Each verb class has its own characteristic change.

In this topic, we will learn about verb classes and the four special tense-moods

that use them.

Review

1. How many special tense-moods are there?

2. How many verb classes are there?
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The present tense

Also known as: the present indicative, vartamanah (“occurring”), lat
p g

The first tense-mood we will study is the present tense. Traditionally, this is the

first tense-mood that Sanskrit students learn.

Basic meaning

The present tense has different meanings in different contexts. Most commonly;,

it what is happening right now:

o\
“dld |
nayati.

(Someone) leads or is leading.

-
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(Someone) walks or is walking.

Notice that the English translation of nayati is either “leads” or “is leading.” In
Sanskrit, we describe both of these with the same verb form. Context makes the

specific sense clear.

In general, the present tense is seen as a “default” tense. So we can also use it

to describe actions that regularly occur:

* [ N N \
e Hidliqd 9=1H |
aham pratidinam pacami.

I cook every day.

. o\ ¢ ° o\
AT HIddY I =31 |
samjayah prativarsam nagaram gacchati.

Sanjaya goes to the city every year.

The present tense also expresses actions that have just finished:
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tvam kada gramam agacchast.
When did you come to the village?

(It is implied that the person has come very recently.)

or are just about to occur:

. [N
g dqH IT=S31H |
aham vanam gacchami.

I (am just about to) go to the forest.

In the first person, it can also have the sense of “let's”:

eI |
gacchamah.
Let's (all) go.

T T=314: |
rajanam prcchavah.
Let's (both) ask the king.
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words. One common example is that we can use sma to express past action:

el TR et &)

simho guhayam nivasati sma.

The lion lived (or, was living) in the cave.

Endings

Here are the endings we use in the present tense. The examples below use the

stem naya:

3rd

2nd

Ist

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-present-tense/

Singular

o

JId

nayati

o

BRI

nayasi

Dual

T9q:

nayatah

EREE
nayathah

Plural

o

BRIGS!

nayantt

Y

nayatha
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The table above has three rows and three columns. Each row corresponds to a
different person, and you can see these persons labeled on the left-hand side.
Each column corresponds to a different number, and you can see these numbers
labeled on the top. For example, we can use this table to learn that the “3rd

person singular” form is nayati.

Why do we put these words in a table? It's not so that we can sit down and
memorize these forms. In our view, that's a waste of time. Mainly, a table lets us

see certain patterns clearly.
Here are some patterns that stand out to us:

e All of the first-person forms have a long a sound in their ending.
e All of the singular forms end in -i.

e The sound tha is used only in the second person.

Review

The present tense is simple and straightforward. In the next lesson, we will

learn about the command mood, which uses similar endings to the present
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The command mood

Also known as: the imperative mood, gjfia (“command”), lot

The present tense and the command mood use similar endings. So, let's learn

about the command mood next.

Basic meaning

The command mood is used for commands. We commonly see the command

mood in the second person:

T

naya
Lead!
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(You all) lead!

But in other persons, the command mood has many more subtle meanings. In

the third person, it can have the sense of a suggestion, a demand, or a request:

haN 3
T e T |
ramo vanam gacchatu.
Rama could go to the forest. (suggestion)

Send Rama to the forest. (demand or request)

The command mood is rarely used in the first person. When it is used, it usually
has the sense of fulfilling another's need:

~ [N
ek FHLATOT d?
kim karavani te?

What may I do for you?

Endings

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-command-mood/ 2/4
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2nd

Ist
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Singular Dual

4d aqdH

nayatu nayatam
e I,
naya nayatam

SR ERIE

nayani nayava

Plural

™

nayantu

qd

nayata

T

nayama

Let's take a moment to compare these endings to the ones used in the present

tense. Notice that the first-person endings still use a long a. There are other

similarities as well: nayati is replaced by nayatu, and nayanti by nayantu.

But there are also some major differences. In particular, notice these five

endings:

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-command-mood/
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2nd aH d

tam ta

1st
va ma

These five endings will repeat in the next two tense-moods.
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The ordinary past tense

Also known as: the imperfect, anadyatana-bhiita (“past action not of today”), lan

Basic meaning

The ordinary past tense technically refers to past actions that occurred before

today. But in practice, it refers to any past action:

-
T HEH ST |
ramo larikam agacchat.

Rama went to Lanka.

TH: T, 1929 |
ramah sttam apasyat.

Rama saw Sita.
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TSl — ST
gacchati — agacchat

goes — went

Many of the tense-moods that describe past events will add this a- sound to the

beginning of the stem.
Endings

Here are the endings of the ordinary past tense as used with the stem naya:

Singular Dual Plural

3rd : ) :

anayat anayatam anayan
2nd : >
anayah anayatam anayata

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-ordinary-past-tense/
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Notice that many of these endings are shortened versions of the present tense

endings. Endings that end with -i lose that -i:

o\
T — .
nayati — anayat

(aN
Y = HAY:
nayasi — anayah

(N
T — I
nayami — anayam

o\
qYled — HAYd

nayanti — anayan

And endings that end with the visarga lose that visarga:

aYTd: — AqYq
nayavah — anayava
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Using verb prefixes

If the verb uses a verb prefix, we add that prefix before the a-:

o o ¢
qRETEB(d — TETesd,
parigacchati — paryagacchat

goes around — went around

Why does this happen? In early Sanskrit, verb prefixes were ordinary
uninflected words that could occur anywhere in the sentence. Here is a simple

example:

(N
QI UTHH =3T3 |
pari gramam agacchat.

He went around the village.
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IR FTesd — T

pari agacchat — paryagacchat.
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The potential mood

Also known as: the optative, vidhih (“injunction”), vidhilin
The potential mood is the last of the four special tense-moods.

Basic meaning

The potential mood usually describes what might, could, or should happen:

-
TH: T4 75 |
ramah vanam gacchet.

Rama might go to the forest.
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° 3 ¢ =\
3HEH gq dd dd gz 94 |
aham idam vanam sarvam daheyam.

I could burn all of this forest.

It can be a soft command:

° =\
d¥ 3q dia: |
tvam idam khadeh.
You should eat this.

And there are other subtle uses as well.
Endings

The endings we use with the potential mood are almost identical to the endings
of the ordinary past tense. There are two main differences. The first difference

is that we add an extra -T sound before every ending:
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it itam fyuh
2nd é. : éa
th ftam ita
1st ' ) éa
fyam va ima

And the second is that the third-person plural ending is -uh instead of -an:

Y |

anayan.
They led.

-
T9Y: |
nayeyuh.
They might lead.

Here is how these endings appear when used with a stem like naya:
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N Y Y
3rd N N g
nayet nayetam nayeyuh
= = =
2nd T >
nayeh nayetam nayeta
Y N Y
EREE dYd dYH
Ist
nayeyam nayeva nayema

Note the sandhi between the stem and the ending here:

R
T4 + 5d — 94
naya + it — nayet

(someone) might, could, or should lead
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atmanepada

Also known as: the middle voice

In the previous lesson, we focused on the parasmaipada endings used by the
four special tense-moods. In this lesson, we will focus on the atmanepada

endings.

What is atmanepada?

Sanskrit has two different sets of verb endings: parasmaipada endings and
atmanepada endings. Some roots always use parasmaipada endings, some roots

always use atmanepada endings, and some roots can use both.

For a small number of roots, atmanepada endings imply that the person

performing the action is doing so for their own benefit. Here is the classic

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/atmanepada/
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adq S g |
devadatta odanam pacati.

Devadatta cooks rice (for others).

ha¥ haN ° haN
qdad Hlgd 9 |
devadatta odanam pacate.

Devadatta cooks rice (for himself).

In older Sanskrit, this distinction is more meaningful. But in later Sanskrit,

there is little to no difference in meaning between these two sets of endings.

The present tense

Here are the atmanepada endings of the present tense:

Singular Dual Plural
= S =
3rd
nayate nayete nayante

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/atmanepada/ 2/7
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-

T

naye

Ist

First, notice that all of these endings end in -e in the present tense. Also, notice

that many of these endings are similar to their parasmaipada counterparts. Here

are the similar forms:

Singular

3rd

2nd
nayasi

Ist

The command mood

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/atmanepada/
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ERIGHS

nayavahe

Dual

aYd:

nayatah

T
nayathah

GEICE

nayavah

-

R

nayamahe

Plural

o\

EEIES|

nayanti

CEILE

nayamah
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3rd

2nd

Ist

Singular
nayatam

SRS

nayasva

Q

nayai

atmanepada | Learn Sanskrit Online

Dual

-

THa™

nayetam

-
T
nayetham

‘a

CBICF

nayavahai

Plural

AYH,

nayantam

T,

nayadhvam

Q

CRIL

nayamahai

As before, focus on these five endings, which the next two tense-moods will

mostly reuse:

3rd

2nd

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/atmanepada/
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Dual

Plural
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1st
vahai mahai

The ordinary past tense

As before, the forms of the ordinary past tense have an a- prefix:

Singular Dual Plural
Y
3rd :
anayata anayetam anayanta
=
ond SHAYRT: SHAYJTH, HeAdedH
anayathah anayetham anayadhvam
ha¥ o\ (N
1st
anaye anayavahi anayamahi

The first person uses the endings -vahi and -mahi instead of the -vahai and -

mahai used above.

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/atmanepada/
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tense. And as before, all of these endings start with -1:

Singular Dual Plural
Y Y n
3rd ) :
nayeta nayeyatam nayeran
= > >
oid 4: TIHRH dYedqH
nayeh nayeyatham nayedhvam
n N o S o
1st
nayeya nayevahi nayemahi

As before, the one exception is the third-person plural ending:

HeAYd |

anayanta.
They led.

-
https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/atmanepada/
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They might lead.

Review

1. In later Sanskrit, is there a strong difference in meaning between

parasmaipada and atmanepada endings?
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The bhi, div, tud, and cur classes

We have learned that there are four special tense-moods and that we create
stems for these special tense-moods in ten different patterns. We can sort all
verb roots into ten different lists based on which pattern they use. These lists

are called verb classes.
Four of these verb classes are quite simple to create and use:
H = Hd

bhii — bhava

be, become — (someone) is or becomes

r o8 ~
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gamble — (someone) gambles

dg 2 d=
tud — tuda

strike (someone) strikes

-
I~ A
cur — coraya

steal (someone) steals

Let's call these four classes the simple verb classes. Each class is named after

the first root in its list.

The bhii class

The bhii class is the largest of the ten verb classes and contains almost half of

all verb roots. Here are some examples of this class:

o\
31\—» Hd[d
bhii — bhavati

be, become — (someone) is or becomes

~ r o8
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lead — (someone) leads

haN \
Suc — Socati

grieve — (someone) grieves
\ \ \
nind — nindati

deride — (someone) derides

SICEASICIT

jiv — jivati

live — (someone) lives

For most roots in this class, we create a stem by strengthening the root vowel

and adding the suffix -a. Here are some examples:

-
Tl + 3 - WE
bhii — bho + a — bhava
become

~ -
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lead

it =
A — 3+ 3 - AN
Suc — Soc + a — Soca

grieve

However, there are some roots that don't use a strengthened vowel. For

example, roots whose vowel is a don't change:

e — &
has — hasa

laugh

And if a root's syllable would be heavy even after we add -a, then we don't

strengthen the root. Or to put it another way, there is no change if the root ends

in multiple consonants:

o\ \
nind — ninda
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Or if the root has a long vowel followed by a consonant:

S, — ST

jiv —jiva

live

There are also several roots that form their stems in an unpredictable way. Such

stems are called irregular stems. Here are some common examples of irregular

stems:

Root

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-bhu-div-tud-and-cur-classes/

Verb Basic meaning

~\ ~\
stand
tisthati
\ ~\
drink
pibati
\

RERIL

pasyati

See
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The roots that use irregular stems are all common, and you will see and hear
them many times as you engage with real Sanskrit content. So although you
might be tempted to memorize these forms, you will acquire them naturally as

you continue to read and listen to Sanskrit.

Why is the root drs?

The ancient grammarians decided on verb roots by analyzing all of a verb's
tense-moods and derived forms. Words like pasyati, pasyet, pasyatu, and
apasyat strongly suggest a root like pas. But we must also consider words
like draksyati (“will see”), dadarsa (“saw long ago”), adraksit (“saw”),

drsyate (“is seen”), and so on.

Given a choice between drs and pas, the grammarians chose drs to
represent these verbs. The specific reasons are complicated to explain right
now. But the simple reason is drs makes it easier to talk about certain

general patterns in Sanskrit.

This same logic explains some of the other irregular roots above.
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strengthening occurs:

g — 9
muh — muhya

become confused

This class has a few irregular stems. Usually, these irregular stems lengthen the

root's vowel. Here are a few examples:

Root Verb Basic meaning
S\ gamble
div divyati
=
: be born
jan jayate
(N
*MH EUESI|

be tired or calm
sam samyati

be intoxicated

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-bhu-div-tud-and-cur-classes/
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For roots in the tud class, we form a stem by adding -a to the root. No vowel

strengthening occurs:

dg 2 d=
tud — tuda

strike

The irregular stems in this class usually have an extra nasal sound:

Root

94

muc

d,

krt

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-bhu-div-tud-and-cur-classes/

Stem

g4

munca
i h
krntati

o\ o\

[AH[d

Basic meaning

release

cut

anoint or smear
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Sprinkie
sic sifncati

Why isn't nind in the tud class?

If nind doesn't strengthen its vowel, why isn't it in the tud class? This is a
great question. The answer ultimately has to do with different vowel accents

in Sanskrit.

Old Sanskrit has a feature called pitch accent, where some vowels are
spoken with a higher pitch than others. This pitch accent can still be heard

in Vedic recitation.

The roots in the tud class generally have a high accent on their -a suffix,
and the roots in the bhii class have a low accent. nind uses a low accent for

this -a sound, so it in the bhii class.

The cur class

For most roots in the cur class, we create the stem by strengthening the root

vowel and adding the suffix -aya. Here are some examples:

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-bhu-div-tud-and-cur-classes/ 9/11
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steal — (someone) steals

o (N (N
cint — cintayati

think — (someone) thinks

Notice that the stem of cint is cintayati, not *centayati. (We use the * symbol to
show that this word is not correct Sanskrit.) Since cint ends in multiple
consonants, its vowel does not strengthen. So it behaves in the same way as

nindati above.

The irregular stems in the cur class usually have extra sounds between the roots

and the -aya suffix:

Root Stem Basic meaning
| BIRIR
please
pri prinayati
o\
‘tl E shake
dhiti dhtinayati

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-bhu-div-tud-and-cur-classes/
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2. How do we usually make stems in the div class?
3. How do we usually make stems in the tud class?

4. How do we usually make stems in the cur class?

Home | Grammar | Tools | Resources | Contact
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The su, tan, and krf classes

In the previous lesson, we learned about the four simple verb classes:

Root Stem
H Hd
bhii bhava

\

CE are
div divya
ds ds
tud tud

T I

/
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complex verb classes for short.

In this lesson, we will study three of these classes: the su class, the tan class,
and the krf class. First, we will learn how these classes form their stems. Then,
we will learn how to use these stems with the endings of the four special tense-

moods.

What makes a verb class complex?

Why are these classes called the complex verb class? First, their stems end in
sounds other than -a. As a result, we might have to apply various sandhi

changes to these stems and endings:

=N —\ S aN
g9 + Id — gl
dves + ti — dvesti

hate — (someone) hates

Second, their stems come in two different versions: a strong stem that is used

with certain endings, and a weak ending that is used with the other endings:

- -~ - o~
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hate — (someone) hates

(strong stem)

(N ™\ ™\ [N
68 + 3 — g8
dvis + anti — dvisanti

hate — (someone) hates

(weak stem)

Third, some of these classes use endings that differ from the endings we have

seen already:

¢~
G — dd
kr — kurvate

They all make.

(Note that this is not *kurvante, as we might otherwise expect)

The su class

The su class uses two different stems. Its strong stem uses the suffix -no, and its

weak stem uses the suffix -nu:
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su — sunoti

(Someone) presses out.

ﬁ — Ea|ﬁ|
su — sunvanti

They press out.

One of its important irregular verbs is sru (“hear”). Its strong stem is §rno, and

its weak stem is Srnu:

Nl N
2 — 20
sru — Srnoti

(Someone) hears.

\
A — Wl
sru — srnvanti

They hear.

The tan class
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Y aN
tan — tanoti

expand — (someone) expands

\
dd — de«dld
tan — tanvanti

expand — they expand

The tan class contains only ten roots. But it also contains the root kr (“do,
make”), which is one of the most common roots in all of Sanskrit. The strong

stem of kr is karo-, and the weak stem is kuru-:

N O\
%’, — {([d
kr — karoti

do — (someone) does

C
G — $dld
kr — kurvanti

do — they do

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-su-tan-and-kri-classes/ 5/15



3/9/2022 The su, tan, and kT classes | Learn Sanskrit Online

Sanskrit for beginners ~— | —

The krt class uses -na for its strong stem and -nf for its weak stem:

Sl — SHIUTTI]

kri — krinati

buy — (someone) buys

%l — =H{UM:

krt — krinitah

buy — the two of them buy

kri + na becomes krina due to a sandhi rule. The idea is that r might cause the

n sounds that follow it to become n.

Complex classes with parasmaipada endings

The complex classes use the same parasmaipada endings as the simple classes.

In the tables below, the red words use a strong stem.

First, we have the present tense:

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-su-tan-and-kri-classes/ 6/15
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3rd And d: gedid

sunoti sunutah sunvanti
Nl N
2nd 1 g @Qj{. i gg;[
sunosi sunuthah sunutha
Nl N
1st g g g ’ gg ’
sunomi sunuvah sunumah

Notice the sandhi change in the second-person singular (sunosi becomes

SUnosi).

Next, we have the command mood:

Singular Dual Plural
=
3rd 1 j g a ) g 1
sunotu sunutam sunvantu

2nd 9d qdH qdd

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-su-tan-and-kri-classes/

715



3/9/2022 The su, tan, and kT classes | Learn Sanskrit Online

Sanskrit for beginners

AV AR R R R W

1st S S
sunavani sunavava

Then the ordinary past tense:

Singular Dual
‘\
3rd a ”E]\ ”5@5” L
asunot asunutam
\
2nd i ’ 13 ‘
asunoh asunutam
1st i N i@
asunavam asunuva

And the potential mood:

Singular Dual

https://www.learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-su-tan-and-kri-classes/

\S‘I“Ilﬂ

sunavama

Plural

TG

asunvan

S1gdd

asunuta

SgdH

asunumada

Plural
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sunuyah sunuydatam sunuydata
1st g g ) 1 a g g
sunuyam sunuyava sunuyama

Notice that the ending uses -ya- instead of -i-. But the 3rd person plural ending

is just -yuh.
Complex classes with atmanepada endings

The complex classes generally use the same atmanepada endings as the simple
classes. The major difference is the third-person plural. Although we use -ante

and -anta in the simple classes, we use -ate and -ata here:

-

AHd

labhante
They obtain.

-
https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-su-tan-and-kri-classes/
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They press out.

HAHd

alabhanta

They obtained.

H{d

asunvata

They pressed out.

First, we have the present tense:

Singular Dual Plural

3rd W\ a “‘\l ﬁaﬁ

sunute sunvate sunvate
=~ a =
2nd 1 g 1 i i
sunuse sunvathe sunudhve

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-su-tan-and-kri-classes/

10/15



3/9/2022

Sanskrit for beginners

The su, tan, and kT classes | Learn Sanskrit Online

For the first person, we also have the optional forms sunvahe and sunmahe.

Next is the command mood:

Singular

3rd gg ‘

sunutam

2nd gg

sunusva

<\

1st 1

sunavai

Then the ordinary past tense:
Singular

https://www.learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-su-tan-and-kri-classes/

Dual

e,

sunvatam

Gra™H

sunvatham

<\

SQEIEE

sunavavahai

Dual

Plural

Gt

sunvatam

Gd=H

sunudhvam

N

sunavamahai

Plural
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2nd

Ist
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I G

asunuthah asunvatham
N\ \
asunvi asunuvahi

SIdEH

asunudhvam

o\

S qHTE

asunumahi

Here, too, we have the optional forms asunvahi and asunmahi in the first

person.

Finally, we have the potential mood:

3rd

2nd

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-su-tan-and-kri-classes/

Singular Dual
sunvita sunviyatam
QE‘IQT: gr—oilmam
sunvithah sunviyatham

Plural

SRl

sunviran

Gt

sunvidhvam
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Notice that most of these endings start with -I-.

Endings for the tan and krf classes

The tan class is essentially identical to the su class, including its optional forms.

The krT class also uses the same endings. But the last -7 of its weak stem uses a

special sandhi rule: if the verb ending starts with a, then the -T is removed:

SHIUT + Sfed — HIUT

krint + anti — krinanti

U + 3] — U]

krint + antu — krinantu

ITRIUT + I, — STERIUE,

akrini + an — akrinan

= =
UM + 3T — 0T
krint + ate — krinate

~ ~ ~
https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-su-tan-and-kri-classes/ 13/15
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Also, the second-person singular of the command mood uses the ending -hi:

\
Td IUME |
etat krinthi.

Buy this.

Review

1. What are the strong and weak stems of su?
2. What are the strong and weak stems of $ru?
3. What are the strong and weak stems of tan?
4. What are the strong and weak stems of kr?

5. What are the strong and weak stems of kri?

Home | Grammar | Tools | Resources | Contact
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The ad and rudh classes

In the previous lesson, we learned about three of the six complex verb classes:

Root Strong stem Weak stem
haN
4 g 9d
su suno sunu
=~
ded, a-l dd
tan tano tanu
krt krina krint

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-ad-and-rudh-classes/
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endings start with consonants, these classes might cause various sandhi

changes:

haN ™\ N aN
g9 + Id — gl
dves + ti — dvesti

(someone) hates

The ad class

Also known as: class 2, adadigana (“the group starting with ad”)

The ad class does not use a suffix. Instead, its strong stem is the root with a

strengthened vowel, and its weak stem is the root itself.

The root ad has ad for its strong stem and the same ad for its weak stem. So, ad
does not demonstrate these changes well. Instead, let's use the root dvis

(“hate”), which has a clearer difference between its strong and weak stems:

N N
ale|
dvesti.

(Someone) hates.

-~ -
https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-ad-and-rudh-classes/
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They hate.

For the word dvesti, notice that the root ends with a consonant (s) and the
ending begins with a consonant (t). By a sandhi change, a t after s becomes ¢,

so we get the result dvesti.

The ad class has many irregular roots. The most important irregular root of the
ad class is as, which means “be” or “exist.” Its strong stem is as, and its weak

stem is s:

\
dqH A |
yanam asti.
There is a forest.

N\ \
dI€{] dd Hld |
vanard vane santi.

Monkeys are in the forest.

The rudh class
Also known as: class 7, rudhadigana (“the group starting with rudh”)
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the strong stem, we insert na. For the weak stem, we insert n:

o\
&Y — &Ug
rudh — runaddhi

(Someone) obstructs.

\
& = Gl
rudh — rundhanti

They obstruct.

Again, notice the sandhi change:

®UT + fd — IR

runadh + ti — runaddhi

And as a reminder, r generally causes nearby n sounds to become n. Hence we
have runaddhi and not *runaddhi. (We use the * symbol to show that this word

is not correct Sanskrit.)
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But since the ad class may cause many sandhi changes, these endings may not

always be clear. We want to show you what these changes are like, so we will

show you all of the forms of dvis in the special tense-moods.

First, here are the parasmaipada forms of dvis in the present tense:

Singular

Sl aN

3rd
dvesti

2nd &l

1st
dvesmi

Next, here is the command mood:

Singular

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-ad-and-rudh-classes/

Dual

\
g8
dvistah

o\

168:
dvisthah

o

[EASE

dvisvah

Dual

Plural

[ NI aN

fgfet

dvisanti

o\
168
dvistha

o

[&6%H:

dvismah

Plural
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dvestu

[N aN

2nd g

dviddhi

= o\

ST

dvesani

Ist

The ad and rudh classes | Learn Sanskrit Online

dvistam

o\

[ELL

dvistam

-

gy1d

dvesava

dvisantu

o\
168
dvista

-

gYH

dvesama

In the second-person singular, we use dhi instead of hi if the root ends in a

consonant. Then dvis + dhi becomes dviddhi due to sandhi.

Next, we have the ordinary past tense:

Singular

3rd

2nd

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-ad-and-rudh-classes/

Dual

o

SHEIE
advistam

o

STIsBH

advistam

Plural

o\

SIEUE
advisan

[N

g

advista
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Why do we use advet? This is due to a complex rule of consonant sandhi.

Read our lessons on consonant sandhi to learn more.

If the root ends in -a, we can also use the ending -uh instead of -an:

g1 — I, HY:
ya — ayan, ayuh
They went.

Finally, we have the the potential mood:

Singular Dual
o\ o\
dvisyat dvisyatam

fes: fesTaq

2nd

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-ad-and-rudh-classes/

Plural
(\ *
6¥:

dvisyuh

FAZIG|
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1st
dvisyam dvisyava dvisyama

Now, here are the atmanepada forms of dvis in the present tense:

Singular

fge

3rd
dviste
[ NN
2nd EX
dvikse
[ aNEaN
1st
dvise
the command mood:
Singular

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-ad-and-rudh-classes/

Dual

o ha

[EXIG]
dvisate
BRI
dvisathe

o\ ha

[EASE

dvisvahe

Dual

Plural

[N =N\
dvisate

[ NIaN

dviddhve

(N N\

dvismahe

Plural
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fged

2nd
dviksva
= 2
1st
dvesai

the ordinary past tense:

Singular

o

STige

advista

3rd

o

SIECIE

advisthah

2nd

[ aNE aN

STE™

advisi

Ist

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-ad-and-rudh-classes/
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o\
[SHTRITH
dvisatham

= 2

ERICES

dvesavahai

Dual

o

SUESIGIES
advisatam
EIECIRIL
advisatham

[ N e

Se™le

advisvahi

o

LA

dviddhvam

= 2

gYHg

dvesamahai

Plural

o

HlgHd

advisata

o

g

adviddhvam

[ N aN

Sg™HlE

advismahi
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Singular Dual Plural
3rd

dvisita dvistyatam dvisiran
2nd alk :

dvisithah dvistyatham dvistdhvam
1st

dvistya dvisivahi dvistimahi

Endings of the rudh class

The rudh class uses the same endings as the krT class. But as before, the rudh

class may cause many different sandhi changes.

Here are the parasmaipada forms of rudh in the present tense:

Singular Dual Plural

3rd

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-ad-and-rudh-classes/
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2nd

Ist

o

LIS

runatsi

o\

QUTH

runadhmi

and the command mood:

3rd

2nd

Ist

https://www.learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-ad-and-rudh-classes/

Singular

BUlg

9
runaddhu

runadhani

The ad and rudh classes | Learn Sanskrit Online

heg:
runddhah

Qe

rundhvah

Dual

GegH

runddham

GegH

runddham

QUTT

runadhava

Geg
runddha

GQeeH:

rundhmah

Plural

b

rundhantu

Geg
runddha

QUTITH

runadhama
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Singular Dual Plural
3rd ) ‘ :
arunat arunddham arundhan
2nd : ‘
arunat arunddham arunddha
1st :
arunadham arundhva arundhma

Why do we use arunat? Again, this is due to a complex rule of consonant

sandhi. Read our lessons on consonant sandhi to learn more.

Finally, we have the potential mood:

Singular Dual Plural

3rd GeAld SeATAH, e

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-ad-and-rudh-classes/
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2nd

Ist

\l‘“l.

rundhyah

HRA

rundhyam

The ad and rudh classes | Learn Sanskrit Online

AR AN A §

rundhyatam

Qe

rundhyava

AN L AN |

rundhyata

Qe lH

rundhyama

Next, we have the atmanepada forms of rudh in the present tense:

3rd

2nd

Ist

Singular

“

Geg
runddhe

-

&

runtse

AN

L

rundhe

the command mood:

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-ad-and-rudh-classes/

Dual

-

Qedld

rundhate

-
QY
rundhathe

-

T

rundhvahe

Plural

-

Qeddd

rundhate

-

Geg
runddhve

-

B

rundhmahe
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3rd

2nd

Ist

GgH

runddham

tectd

runtsva

Q

QT

runadhai

the ordinary past tense:

3rd

2nd

Ist

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-ad-and-rudh-classes/

Singular

SILTA

arunddha

S K
arunddhah

[N

Sl

The ad and rudh classes | Learn Sanskrit Online

Qe (dTH

rundhatam

HRTIH
rundhatham

Q

L BIEES

runadhavahai

Dual

&Y

arundhatam

ITETA

arundhatham

AR

Qe]dlH

rundhatam

begH

runddhvam

Q

QUTHE

runadhamahai

Plural

{oed

arundhata

SToeegH

arunddhvam

TG
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dInda e potential mooda:

Singular
3rd

rundhita
2nd alk

rundhithah

1st

rundhiya

Review

The ad and rudh classes | Learn Sanskrit Online

Dual

EIATA,

rundhiyatam

G,

rundhtyatham

LTSI

rundhivahi

Plural

HINE

rundhiran

Gl

rundhidhvam

X

rundhimahi

The ad and rudh classes cause many different sandhi changes. But we can learn

these forms through exposure over time, and we can understand their meanings

from context.

1. What are the strong and weak stems of dvis?

2. What are the strong and weak stems of rudh?
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The hu class

Also known as: class 3, juhotyadigana (“the group starting with juhoti”)

The last class we will consider is the hu class. The hu class forms its stems in a
unique way. It does not use a special suffix, and we do not insert any new

sounds. Instead, we double the root in a special way:

g~ 8
hu — juhu

offer

Then the strong stem uses a strengthened vowel and the weak stem has no

extra change:
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4

(Someone) offers.

ed: |
juhutah.
(The two of them) offer.

The hu class is rare, but doubling is not. Many different kinds of Sanskrit

verbs use doubling, and we will see more examples of it in other lessons.

Basic rules of doubling

Long vowels become short:

alal = aqal

da da — dada
Aspirated sounds become unaspirated:
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aha aha — dadha

Sounds pronounced at the soft palate (ka) shift to the hard palate (ca):

[ NI N [Nl aN
ok & — Tt
ki ki — ciki

88 8

hu hu — juhu

There are other minor rules, but these are the common patterns.

Irregular roots

The hu class has many irregular roots. The most important are da (“give”) and

dha (“place”). da uses the strong stem dada and uses weak stem dad:

° <\ [N
{H: b HIATd ZgTid |
ramah phalam sitayai dadati.
Rama gives the fruit to Sita.

- - -~
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They give the fruits to Rama.

It also has the irregular command form dehi:

e N
3f @ weml
dehi me phalam!

Give me a fruit!

dha generally follows the same pattern as da.

Endings of the hu class

The hu class generally uses the same parasmaipada endings as the other

complex classes. In the present tense, we use -ati instead of -anti:

Singular Dual Plural
N al U

3rd ﬁ ﬂg ' @ :
juhoti juhutah juhvati
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N\ O\
It R e TH:
juhomi juhuvah juhumah

The command mood is normal, but we use the ending -dhi instead of -hi:

Singular Dual Plural
N
juhotu juhutam juhvatu
o\
2nd gg @g : @g
juhudhi juhutam juhuta
(N
1st ﬂ a ﬂ
juhavani juhavava

juhavama

The ordinary past tense is normal, but we use the ending -uh instead of -an.

This ending causes a vowel change, so we get ajuhavuh instead of *ajuhuvuh
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2nd

Ist
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Stafeld, StgediH,

ajuhot ajuhutam
ajuhoh ajuhutam
ajuhavam ajuhuva

And the potential mood is normal:

3rd

2nd

Ist

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/the-hu-class/

Singular Dual

Sgdld, ERIRILS

juhuyat juhuyatam
juhuyah juhuyatam

RIS et

StaRd:

ajuhavuh

Sged

ajuhuta

SgEH

ajuhuma

Plural

ded:

juhuyuh

NERIG|

juhuyata

SgaH
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Review

We have now seen all ten of the Sanskrit verb classes. Below, you can see all ten
of these classes in their traditional order. We illustrate the ad class with the root

dvis, and we leave the weak stem blank for roots in the simple verb classes:

Class Strong stem Weak stem
q q —
bhii bhava —
ha¥ (N
3q &Y, [EXS

ad dves dvis

&

hu juho juhu
o\
fa &I —
div divya

H |

4 RSl
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tud tuda —
L3O Q] Q]
rudh runadh rundh
N
d d-l dd
tan tano tanu
krt krina krint
iy
N RIS —
cur coraya —

As you read and listen to more Sanskrit, you will be able to use these classes
instinctively.

1. How do we double the root da?

2. How do we double the root bhi?
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karmani and bhave prayoga

Also known as: patientive and impersonal usage; the “passive voice”

We have now seen all of the ten classes of the special tense moods. We will end

this topic by briefly discussing prayoga.

As a reminder, Sanskrit verbs use one of three prayogas. We have kartari

prayoga (“agent usage”):

=\ * [N
HT A IT=3[d |
ramo nagaram gacchati.

Rama goes to the city.

C [aaN
FRIHUT: F U |
kumbhakarnah svapiti.
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karmani prayoga (“object usage”), which can be used if the verb uses an object:

ha¥ ° =\
THOT TR T |
ramena nagaram gamyate.

The city is gone to by Rama.

And bhave prayoga (“stative usage”), which can be used if the verb doesn't use
an object:

~C I
FETRTA T
kumbhakarnena supyate.

Kumbhakarna sleeps. (“There is sleeping by Kumbhakarna.”)

prayoga does not affect the meaning of the verb or the sentence. Instead, it is a
different way of expressing the same information. It is like the difference

between “I go to the store” and “The store was gone to by me.” Both express the
same information, but their style and emphasis differ.
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prayoga and bhave prayoga:

h \
U §=d
ravano hanyate

Ravana is being killed.

-
AU e«ddH,
ravano hanyatam
May Ravana be killed.

-
0T SE=Td
ravano 'hanyata

Ravana was killed.
h >

& &

ravano hanyeta

Ravana might be killed.

Active, middle, passive voice
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e active voice: kartari prayoga, parasmaipada
e middle voice: kartari prayoga, atmanepada

e passive voice: karmani and bhave prayoga (always atmanepada)
These terms are workable, but they don't fit well with how Sanskrit works.

So in our guide, we prefer to use the terms pada and prayoga.

A new stem

We express karmani prayoga and bhave prayoga in similar ways. First, we add

the suffix ya to the root:

A+ T > a9

ni + ya — niya
lead — be led

Then we use atmanepada endings. In karmani prayoga, the person and number

should agree with the object of the sentence:
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aham gajan nayami.
I lead the elephants.

(Verb is first-person singular like aham)

-
AT AT A9 |
maya gaja niyante.

By me, the elephants are led.
(Verb is third-person plural like gajah)

And in bhave prayoga, we use the third person singular:

-
SRIRSAS Y
maya supyate.

I sleep. (“There is sleeping by me”)

2 ~
R ged |
naraih supyate.

The men sleep. (“There is sleeping by the men”)

Adding the -ya suffix
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|l — |Ed

ni — niyate

lead — is led

But roots that end in short vowels use a long vowel:

\ ~\
N — Sid
ji —jiyate

conquer — is conquered

Roots that end in -a and -ai usually use -T instead:

& — E€id

stha — sthiyate

stand — is stood or stationed

2 ~
T — I
gai — glyate
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da — diyate

give — is given
If the root ends in -r, that -r becomes -ri:

o =\
g:', — Tshdd
kr — kriyate

do — is done

But it becomes -ar if it follows a consonant cluster:

¢~
H = HId
smr — smaryate

remember — is remembered

Roots that end in 7 use -ir, or ar if the root starts with a “lip” consonant:
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tr — tiryate

cross — is crossed

¢~
11 — qga
pr — puryate
fill — is filled

Finally, a few roots undergo an interesting change. Their semivowels become

vowels, and any other vowels they have are removed:

-
99— 3=4d

vac — ucyate

speak — is spoken, is said

-
~ _’ I
svap — supyate

sleep — there is sleeping

TSl — T54d

yaj — ijyate

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-1/karmani-and-bhave-prayoga/ 8/10



3/9/2022 karmani and bhave prayoga | Learn Sanskrit Online

Sanskrit for beginners
| (‘1\ " 1 AT 4 AN |
prach — prcchyate

ask — is asked

This change is called samprasarana in traditional grammar.

The intuition behind samprasarana

There is a clear intuition behind samprasarana. Roughly, roots that use
samprasarana have already been strengthened. But they have all been
strengthened in an unusual way: the a vowel has been added after the root

vowel, not before it.

So when we use samprasarana roots, we often must weaken the root back
to the normal level. We do so by removing the a sound and undoing any

sandhi changes.

Review

karmani prayoga is common in Sanskrit, so it is worth knowing well. bhave

prayoga is much less common, but it still appears occasionally:.
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Other tense-moods

Also known as: ardhadhatuka verbs

This topic depends on some material from Verbs 1. Before you begin, please

read Verbs 1 until the end of the lesson on atmanepada endings.

In the core lessons, we learned that we can change a verb root into a verb stem.
And once we have a verb stem, we can add endings to that stem to create a
complete verb. In the examples below, note the progression from root to stem to

verb:

al - I - 9=y

ni — nesya — nesyami

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-2/other-tense-moods/
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ni — nini — ninyuh

lead — led (long ago) — they led (long ago)

We also learned that Sanskrit verbs express five basic kinds of information:

person, number, tense-mood, prayoga, and pada.

Sanskrit uses ten different tense-moods. Four of these tense-moods use very
similar stems in kartari prayoga, and the stem depends on which verb class a

root belongs to:

Al — 79 — T4
ni — naya — nayati
(bhii class)

N\ O\
9 = 94 — g-0d
su — sunu — sunoti

(su class)

S — SH{UT — I

kri — krina — krinati
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But the other six tense-moods form their stems in a more general way. We apply
the same steps regardless of which verb class a root belongs to. For example,

consider the three verbs below. They each use verbs from different verb classes,

but they form their stems in an identical way:

Al - 9=l

ni — nesyati

q — 9r=id

su — sogyati

% — HEA

krt — kresyati

In this topic, we will explore these six tense-moods.

Common behavior for the six tense-moods

Recall that for the special tense-moods, we use a special stem in karmani

prayoga and bhave prayoga. This special stem uses the suffix -ya:
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1 LLL.)’ uotL

You lead.
(kartari prayoga)

niyase

You are led.

(karmani prayoga)

But for the other tense-moods, we just use atmanepada endings without using a

different stem:

N\ (e
THd |
nesyati.

You will lead.
7 |
nesyate.

You will be led.
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\ [N —\
¥ — AT (Wa-3-919)
bht — bhavisyasi (bhav-i-syasi)

you will become

N\ (N —\
] - T (H-2-¥N)
smr — smarisyasi (smar-i-syasi)

you will remember

In traditional grammar, this i is called it. Different roots use it in different ways:

e Some roots always use it, and they are called set (sa-it, “with it”) roots.

e Other roots don't use it, and they are called anit (an-it, “without it”) roots.

e A third group of roots uses it optionally, and they are called vet (va-it,

“optional it”) roots.

Finally, roots that end in -e, -ai, or -au will have their last vowel change to -a:

<\

T — I
gai — gasyati
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Review

1. How do we express karmani prayoga for the special tense-moods?
2. How do we express karmani prayoga for the other tense-moods?

3. What is it?
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The simple future tense

Also known as: the s future, the second future, bhavisyan (“future”), lrt
The simple future tense refers to events that have not yet occurred:
o\ o\
IH — ITTHHTH

gam — gamisyami

go — [ will go.

We call this the simple future tense because Sanskrit has another tense-mood

that refers specifically to distant future events.

Making the stem
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R
a — 99
ni — nesya

lead — will lead

and others do:

I — e
vand — vandisya

venerate — will venerate

In these examples, note that -sya becomes -sya due to a sandhi rule. s
becomes s after most vowels and after r and k sounds. For details, see our

lessons on consonant sandhi.

We also add it if the root ends in r:

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-2/the-simple-future-tense/ 2/6



3/9/2022 The simple future tense | Learn Sanskrit Online

Sanskrit for beginners

Kr — karisya

do — will do

(N
G 2 S
smr — smarisya

remember — will remember

And a few other roots use it here as well:

T — S
gam — gamisya

go — will go

Since sya starts with a consonant, it may cause many sandhi changes if the root

ends with a consonant. Here are some examples:

TR - I
labh — lapsya

obtain — will obtain

-
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awaken — will awaken

qe — d&d
dah — dhaksya

burn — will burn

Finally, there are several slightly irregular stems. Here are some common ones:

[ = a&H

drs — draksya

see — will see
Hq — HE
man — mamsya
think — will think

Adding endings

We use the same ending and pada as we would in the present tense. In the

examples below, the first result on the right is in the present tense, and the
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[N o\ o\
SH — IS, IMTHSIT
gam — gacchati, gamisyati

go — goes, will go

= =
AH 2 AHA, AHd
labh — labhate, lapsyate

obtain — obtains, will obtain

N\ O\ —\ —\
% — I, A
kr — karoti, karisyati

do — does, will do

= [ N
% = $Hod, B
kr — kurute, karisyate

do — does, will do

Review

1. What suffix do we use to create the stem of the simple future?

2. Which endings do we use in the simple future?
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The conditional mood

Also known as: samketah (“condition”), lrn

The conditional mood describes situations that would happen or would have
happened. In other words, it is used for hypothetical situations. Here is a classic

example:

oL ~ . C _~
fAT0TA g ST A R, TSI,
daksinena ced ayasyan na $akatam paryabhavisyat

If he would come by the southern road, the cart would not overturn.

To form the conditional, we start with the stem from the simple future:

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-2/the-conditional-mood/
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ni — nesya

lead — will lead

Then we use this stem as if we were using the ordinary past tense:

-

A,

anesyat

would lead, would have led

You can compare the conditional and the ordinary past in the examples below.
In each example, the right side has two results. The first result uses the ordinary

past and the second uses the conditional:

§
Al — I, T,
ni — anayat, anesyat

lead — led, would do

haN [N
G = R, HKHJ
kr — akarot, akarisyat
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N\
% — 3hed, SR
kr — akuruta, akarisyata

do — did, would do

(atmanepada)

The conditional mood is rare. So why are we studying it now? We are studying

it now because it is so similar to the tense-moods we have studied already.
Review

1. What does the conditional mean?
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The distant future tense

Also known as: the periphrastic future, the first future, anadyanate bhavisyan (“future not
of today”), lut

The distant future tense traditionally refers to future actions that will not
happen soon. In Sanskrit, it is called an-adyatana (“not of today”). Here is an

example of the distant future tense:

N 2
{HI AdT
ramo netd.

Rama will (eventually) lead.

Compared to the simple future tense, the distant future tense describes events

that are further away. It also has a more definite sense than the simple future:

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-2/the-distant-future-tense/
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ramo neta.

Rama will (surely and eventually) lead.

Since neta is also a nominal word that means “leader,” we can also interpret this

sentence in a different way:

N D
{HI AT
ramo netda.

Rama is a leader.
Usually, we can choose the correct interpretation if we consider the sentence's
context.

Making the stem

We form the stem by strengthening the root and adding the suffix -ta:

a1 — |

nt — neta
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As usual, some roots will use it:

Jeq — Jleadl

vand — vandita

Since -ta starts with a consonant, many sandhi changes might occur:

g9 — el
budh — boddha

awaken — will awaken

ekl — qBl
drs — drasta

see — will see

Adding endings

Here are the endings we use with parasmaipada roots:
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3rd
neta netarau
ERIIES ERIED|
2nd )
netasi netasthah
S o =
1st :
netasmi netasvah

ERICE
netarah

-

AdI]

netdstha

-

AdIeH:

netasmah

If you have read some of our lessons on nominals, you might recognize the

forms we use here in the third person. neta, netarau, and netarah are the

masculine case 1 forms of the stem netr (“leader”). The distant future is a

combination of this stem and the forms of the root as (“be,

N\ \ =\ ~\
qdl + AEH — 4d-E
neta + asi — netasi

N\ \ =\ \
qdl + HH — ddli™H

neta + asmi — netasmi

https://www learnsanskrit.org/guide/verbs-2/the-distant-future-tense/
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Singular Dual Plural
= N D =
3rd :
neta netarau netarah
SN = ~ = =
ond B IES! ERIESIE qddied
netase netasdathe netadhve
N N Y = Y Y
1st
netahe netasvahe netasmahe
Review

1. What is the difference in meaning between the distant future and the

simple future?
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The distant past tense

Also known as: the perfect, parokse bhiita (“remote past”), lit

The distant past tense usually describes historical or legendary events:

~\
al —
ni — nindya

lead — led (long ago)

Certain types of Sanskrit literature use the distant past tense often. For
example, the Ramayana and the Mahabharata both use the distant past tense

extensively.
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If the information here is overwhelming, skip to the Review at the bottom

to see just the essential information.

Strong and weak stems

The distant past tense has two stems: a strong stem and a weak stem. We use

the strong stem with singular parasmaipada endings:

o (N
(el + 1 — &9
nint + a — nindya

someone led (long ago, parasmaipada)

And the weak stem with all other endings:

o (N

el + 32— ;

nint + uh — ninyuh

they led (long ago, parasmaipada)

- ~ - -~ o~ -
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they led (long ago, atmanepada)

Rules of doubling

Also known as: dvitva

Generally, we make the stem of this tense-mood by doubling the root. Then we

apply some basic rules to simplify the first copy of the root.

Although each of these rules is basic, there are quite a few of them. As usual,
we recommend that you don't waste time memorizing these rules. Instead,
simply get a feel for the kinds of changes that occur. As you read more SansKrit,

you will naturally start to assimilate and internalize them.

When doubling, long vowels become short:

al gl = qql
da da — dada

give

|t - =

ni ni — nini
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Aspirated sounds become unaspirated:

o1 er — gl
dha dha — dadha

place

All consonants after the double's vowel are removed:

I T — I
budh budh — bubudh

awaken

I 39— oY

be, exist

And if a root starts in multiple consonants, only one of them is kept. We usually

keep the second consonant:
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CUeer Ueon corU s
v

praise

S = d&A0
stha stha — tastha

stand

But if the second consonant is nasal, we keep the first:

W& - a9
smr smr — sasmr

remember

Sounds pronounced at the soft palate (ka) shift to the hard palate (ca):

IMTIM — S0
ga ga — jaga
sing
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E 2 TR

kr kr — cakr
do

dd—dd
tF tF — tatr

Cross

&L 989

klp — caklp
be fit for

The distant past tense | Learn Sanskrit Online

Roots that allow samprasarana will use it:

9,39 - 399,

vac vac — uvac

speak

el Il = 951

yaj yaj — iyaj
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'l‘:s ":& " \J'l“R\‘
vad vad — uvad

say

For details on samprasarana, see our lesson on the special tenses in

karmani and bhave prayoga.

Finally, here is a common exception:

1=
bhii — babha

become

There are various other small rules. But these are the basic patterns. Rather
than memorize these changes, read over the examples above and get a basic

feeling for what kinds of sound changes occur.

Making the stem
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% 2 =%
kr — cakr
do

For the weak stem, some roots lose their vowel completely. Here are some

common examples:

-
Sl + § — gl
jajan + e — jajne

was born

T + S — SFY:
jagam + uh — jagmuh

they went

Roots that allow samprasarana will use it again:
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uvac — u + uc — ucuh

the spoke

A — § + 55— 9
tyaj — i+ 1j —Gjuh

they sacrificed

3dg > 3 + 3g 2 g

uvad — u + ud — uduh

they said

Under very specific conditions, we may also get this weak stem:

-
Rl = A
sak — Sekuh

they were able

N N

7q — AR
man — menire

they thought
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2. a has exactly one consonant on either side of it.

3. The doubled root starts with the same sound as the original root.

To make these conditions clear, here are some examples of roots that violate
these conditions. Since they violate these conditions, they use the normal weak

stem we described above:

T~ I
suc — suSucuh
They grieved.

(violates condition 1 because the root vowel is not a.)

c-lrd\ — "|"|"§:
nand — nananduh

They delighted.

(violates condition 2 because a is followed by two consonants)

0T — ST

gan — jaganuh
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A special form for derived roots

For derived roots and roots in the cur class, we use a simple procedure. First, we

add -am to the root:

o i
T = qTIUH
bodhi — bodhayam

wake someone up

Then, we use this result with the roots kr, bhii, or as:

-

EIPREIREAL

bodhayancakara
woke (someone) up

-

EIRRIESE G

bodhayambabhtiva
woke (someone) up

-
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woke (someone) up

You might also see these results written as separate words:

haN °
ATl <hI
bodhayam cakara

woke (someone) up
haN .
bodhayam babhiiva

woke (someone) up

-
ST ST
bodhayam asa

woke (someone) up

Adding parasmaipada endings

The distant past tense uses special parasmaipada endings:
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3rd S 1 : :
a atus us
L F E
tha athus a
< C| q
1st
a va ma

If the parasmaipada ending is singular, we use the strong stem. Otherwise, we

use the weak stem.

The -a endings in the singular cause an unusual change. Roots that end in

vowels usually strengthen to the strongest level:

\
q — A
ni — nindya
lead — led

g:', — N
kr — cakara
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And roots whose second to last sound is a vowel strengthen that vowel to e, o,

or a:

\ [ NBaN
AR — Tdd3l
Vi§ — vivesa
enter — entered

\
Suc — SuSoca

grieve — grieved

[ N _’ [
has — jahasa

laugh — laughed

The first-person singular a has an optional form that uses a medium level of

strengthening:
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Kr — cakara, cakara

do — I did (long ago)

To make these endings clear, here are the forms of the root kr:

Singular Dual Plural

3rd R j ) W

cakara cakratus cakrus
¢
2nd q g ‘
cakartha cakrathus cakra
- ThHI, THT R <FH
cakara, cakara cakrva cakrma

But if the root ends in -a, we use the ending -au in the singular instead of -a. To
make this clear, here are the forms of the root stha. Note that stha also has an

optional version in the second-person singular:
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3rd @: g:

tasthau tasthatuh tasthuh
Lo T, ey aeY: e
tasthatha, tasthitha tasthathuh tastha
2 ~ o
- A&l RIES2E! dI{H
tasthau tasthiva tasthima

Adding atmanepada endings

We generally use the standard atmanepada endings of the present tense. The

exceptions are the new endings e and ire in the third person:

Singular Dual Plural
n Y
3rd S !
e ate ire

2nd

au )
=
I\
§]

se athe dhve
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e vahe mahe

Again, here are the forms of the root kr:

Singular Dual Plural
Y = o
3rd

cakre cakrate cakrire

~ ~ =

2nd i 4 i ‘i
cakrse cakrathe cakrdhve

Y = =

1st i i
cakre cakrvahe cakrmahe

Note the change from dhve to dhve, which is common in the distant past tense.

Review

The distant past tense has many complicated patterns. The best way to get used
to it, as usual, is to read a lot of Sanskrit.
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1. You can usually recognize this tense by its doubled sound. You don't need
to remember the details of how the stem is formed or how the doubling is

done, as long as you can recognize that something has been doubled.

2. This tense is almost always used in the third person, and its singular and
plural forms are by far the most common. You can ignore the other endings

for now.

3. The context of the sentence will help make the meaning of the verb clear.
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The recent past tense

Also known as: the aorist, bhiita (“past”), lun

Traditionally, the recent past tense refers to any past action regardless of time

period:

Hqq

asrausam
I heard.

But recall that Sanskrit has three past tenses. Since the ordinary past tense
traditionally refers to non-recent (anadyatana, “not of today”) events, and since

the distant past tense refers to distant (paroksa, “unwitnessed”) events, only
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The recent past tense often has the sense of having just done something:

AT

asrausam
I have heard.

This tense is rare and complicated. Here, we will focus only on a few of its

common patterns.

Making the stem

We make the stem of the recent past tense in many different patterns. Some

roots use certain patterns, and other roots use other patterns.
Some roots are completely unchanged:
H — ¥

bhii — abhuih

become — you have become
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T — I
gam — agamah

go — you have gone

A third group doubles in a special way:

=] — AR,

nas — aninasat

perish, be destroyed — it has perished

A fourth group strengthens with the suffix -sis:

o ™\
dH = HAHYH
nam — anamsisam

bow — I have bowed

A fifth group uses -sa:
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hear — I have heard

And there are other minor patterns, too.
Adding endings
Generally, these stems use the endings of the ordinary past tense.

The recent past tense without a-

Here is a common pattern worth knowing. We can use the forms of the recent

past tense with a word like ma (“don't”) to state commands:

HIIH:
ma gamabh.

Don't go.

1:I'l‘\i"iﬁzl

ma bhaisth.

Don't fear.
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The blessing mood

Also known as: the benedictive, asth (“hope, wish”), asirlin

This lesson depends on material from the “karmani and bhave prayoga*“

lesson from Verbs 1.

The blessing mood usually expresses a blessing or prayer:

Ssubham bhtyat
May there be welfare (to all).

Like the recent past tense, the blessing mood is rare.
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use in karmani and bhave prayoga for the special tense-moods:

T, - T — TR,
gam — gamya — gamyat

go — go — may (someone) g0

dq = 3= = I=H4Iq
vac — ucya — ucyat

speak — speak — may (someone) speak

But even though these forms use a similar stem, they have the sense of kartari

prayoga.

For atmanepada endings, we strengthen the root but don't add any special

suffixes.
Adding endings

Here are the ends we add for parasmaipada roots:
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3rd : ) a:
yat yatam yasuh
. : I, I
yah yastam yasta
1st )
yasam yasva yasma

These endings are similar to the ones we use for the potential mood. The

difference is that we add -yas- to the beginning of each ending.

Here is an example of how to use these endings:

Singular Dual Plural
3rd ) ) 1
niya niyatam niyasuh

2nd T:ﬁ_q-[: ﬁ'ﬂ]’(?—l"-:[ ﬁWR?I
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1st "k

niyasam niyasva nityasma

The blessing mood is quite rare, and its atmanepada forms are even rarer. Here

are the atmanepada endings we use:

Singular Dual Plural
3rd ) :
sista sTyastam stran
2nd ' ) :
sisthah sTyastham sidhvam
1st
sTya stvahi stmahi

Again, these endings are similar to the ones we use for the potential mood. The
difference is that we add -sis- to the beginning of each ending. This -sis becomes

-sT- if the ending starts with a voiced sound.
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Singular Dual Plural
= i:‘ = ﬂ ~ ﬂ
3rd
nesista nestyastam nesiran
Y ﬂ Y ﬂ Y ﬂ
2nd ’
nesisthah nestyastham nesidhvam
= ﬂ = ﬂ (o =~ i_] (o
1st
nestya nestvahi nestmahi

Note that the first s of these endings changed due to sandhi.

Review

1. How do we form the parasmaipada stem for this tense-mood?
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Causal roots

Also known as: causative roots, nijanta (“ending in the nic affix”)

In the core lessons, we learned that we can create new verb roots from existing
ones. These derived roots modify the root's basic meaning in some way. Once
we have a derived root, we can use it the same way we would use any verb

root.

One of the most common derived roots is the causal root. You can see some

examples of causal roots below:

\ —\
i — T — FEEd
ni — nayi — nayayati
lead — make lead — they make (someone) lead

-~ -~
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walk — make walk — they make (someone) walk

Some causal roots might also have a more idiomatic meaning:

o

ITHAIA

gamayati

makes go; passes (time), leads (someone)

Making the root

We make the causal root by adding -i to the end of the original root.

Roots that end in vowels strengthen to the strongest level:

~\
a1 — d
ni — nayi

lead — make lead
\

31\—» HITd

bhii — bhavi
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1‘ L LA L AN
kr — kari

do — make do

Other vowels often strengthen to e or o:

=\ M\
sSuc — Soci

grieve — make grieve

Roots that end in -a generally use an extra -p- sound. Roots that end in -e, -ai,

or -o have their final vowel changed to -a:

w1 - WY
stha — sthapi

stand — make stand
2 ~

I — MY

gai — gapi
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R TR
da — dapi

give — make give

And there are a few irregular changes:

T - T
gam — gami

go — make go

g — ©1d
han — ghati

kill, strike — make strike

Using the root

We treat this root like a member of the bhii class and can use either

parasmaipada or atmanepada endings:
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kari — karayati
make do — makes do
o\ o\ o\
FIR — R
kari — karayisyati
make do — will make do
o\ °
FHIR — I THN
kari — karayam cakara

make do — made do (long ago)
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Desiderative roots

Also known as: sannanta (“ending in the san affix”)

This lesson depends on material from Verbs 2.

Desiderative roots have a complex name but express a simple idea. Simply,

they express the idea of wanting to do something.

(N o NN N

[SITTHYIH
jigamisami

I want to go.
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o [N aN o
(] — Tdld&Tld
tij — titiksati

be sharp — endures

T~ A
gup — jugupsati

protect — detests, despises

qq\_’ ﬂ o O\

man — mimamsati

think — investigates

Making the root

We double the root and add -s to the root. Some roots will use the connecting it

vowel as well.

When we studied the distant past tense, we learned some of the basic rules of
doubling. The desideradive root follows similar rules but with a few small

changes.
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o\
[ — 1d8IH.
stha — tisthas

stand — want to stand

Roots ending in a short vowel use a long vowel:

= d¥d
stu — tustiis

praise — want to praise

g - Y
sSru — Susris

hear — want to hear; attend or serve (idiomatic meaning)

Roots ending in -r or -7 generally change their final vowel to -ir:

F — P,

kr — cikirs
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tr — titirs

Cross — want to cross

but use -ur if the vowel follows a “lip” consonant (pa):

g - 97

pr — pupurs

fill — want to fill
s

mr — mumirs

die — “want to die”; be about to die

Here are some common irregular roots:

Y — T

ap —1ips
obtain — want to obtain

-
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obtain — want to obtain

Using the root

Desiderative roots generally use the same pada as the original root:

~ [N =
AHY — [AWHH
labhase — lipsase

you obtain — you want to obtain

\r\_’r\a(‘r\

karomi — cikirsami
I do — I want to do

(parasmaipada)

3)‘0_;?_’(\ a\o

kurve — cikirse
I do — I want to do

(atmanepada)
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na(‘r\

cikirsanti
they want to do

o [ NN

jigamiset

(someone) might want to go

For the distant past tense, we use the suffix -am:

[N [N .
jigamisam cakara

(someone) wanted to go (long ago)
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Nominal roots

Also known as: denominative verbs, namadhatu (“nominal roots”)
bl

There are various suffixes that turn a nominal stem into a verb root. Here, we

will share the most common of these suffixes.

First is the suffix -i. This suffix is the most common, and we use it in the same

way as the causal suffix -i:

(@ (@ o
HA — THAY]
misra — misrayati
mixed — mixes

o
miitra — mutrayati
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A AN | R AN I R AN |
vrata — vratayati

VOW — observes a vVOow

Next is the suffix -ya, which generally changes the stem's final a to 1. -ya also

usually lengthens the stem's final vowel:

T —
putra — putriyati

son — wants a son

o\ o\
Fd — A
kavi — kaviyati

poet — wants a poet

We might also consider the suffix -kamya:

T — TEHREId

putra — putrakamyati
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yasas — yasaskamyati

fame — wants fame
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Intensive roots

Also known as: frequentative roots, yarnanta (“ending in the affix yan”)

Intensive roots show that an action was done in an intense or frequent way:

o\ =\
AAld = AlAEd
lapati — lalapyate

laments — repeatedly laments

With verbs of motion, the intensive implies crooked or difficult motion:

TG
jangamyate
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And for certain roots, the intensive implies blameworthy or inept action:

= =

Al

lolupyate
cuts badly

Although intensive roots can be used with parasmaipada endings, such forms

are very rare. Here, we will focus on the form used with atmanepada endings.

Making the root

Generally, roots that start with vowels and roots in the cur class cannot make

intensive roots. But most other roots can.

To make the intensive root, we use a special kind of doubling. First, we add the
suffix -ya, which causes the same changes as the karmani prayoga-ya suffifx we

used for the special tense-moods:

g4~ A
lup — lupya
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gH = 3 gH

lupya — lu lupya

Finally, we strengthen the double's vowel:

3 A - I
lu lupya — lolupya

Here are some other examples:

Y —
bhiti — bobhtiya
repeatedly be

F — Fehi
kr — cekriya

repeatedly do
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gd — ag
Srp — sarisrpya

repeatedly creep; creep along

vrt — varivrtya

repeatedly turn

nrt — narinrtya

repeatedly dance

Using the root

The intensive roots always use atmanepada endings:

ST
janigamyate
goes crookedly
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class:

I \
narinrtyeta

might repeatedly dance

And for the distant past tense, we use the suffix -am:

ha¥ ° N\
AIGQHT d<h
lolupyam cakre

(someone) cut badly (long ago)
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