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Headquarters Agreement between the Kingdom of Spain and the International Olive Council
The Kingdom of Spain and
The International Olive Council,
Desiring to provide a new legal framework for the regulation of the rights, privileges and 

immunities of the International Olive Council and its staff, in accordance with the provisions 
contained in article 5 of the International Agreement on Olive Oil and Table Olives, which was 
done at Geneva on 29 April 2005 in the framework of the United Nations Conference to negotiate 
the International Agreement on Olive Oil and Table Olives, held from 25 to 29 April 2005,

Taking into account article 3 of that Agreement, which establishes that the headquarters of the 
International Olive Council shall be in Madrid,

Taking into account the need to update the current Headquarters Agreement between the two 
Parties, which was signed at Madrid on 13 July 1989,

Have decided to conclude a new Headquarters Agreement and, to that effect, have agreed as 
follows:

Article 1. Legal personality

The International Olive Council (hereinafter referred to as “the Council”) shall have legal 
personality. In particular, it shall have the capacity to conclude contracts, acquire and dispose of 
movable or immovable property and institute legal proceedings before Spanish courts.

Article 2. Headquarters of the Council

The Kingdom of Spain shall undertake to make available to the Council the premises 
necessary in order for it to carry out its functions. It also undertakes to take the measures necessary 
to enable the Council to use the buildings comprising its headquarters.

The Council’s headquarters are currently located at Calle Príncipe de Vergara No. 154, 28002 
Madrid. The Council shall keep the Kingdom of Spain informed of the location and characteristics 
of the premises comprising its headquarters.

The implementation of this article shall be the subject of such supplementary agreements as 
the Parties deem it appropriate to conclude.

Article 3. Inviolability

1. The premises of the Council’s headquarters shall be inviolable, regardless of who their 
owner may be. No agent of the Spanish authorities shall enter the premises without the consent of 
the Executive Director of the Council or his or her representative.

2. The archives of the Council, its official correspondence, and, in general, all documents 
owned by it or in its possession and intended for its official use shall be inviolable, wherever they 
may be.
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3. The Council’s property and assets in Spain shall be immune from all forms of search, 
requisition, confiscation, expropriation or any other measure of executive, administrative, judicial 
or legislative restraint.

4. The Council shall be responsible for the security of the headquarters premises and for 
maintaining order within them. The Kingdom of Spain shall take all appropriate measures to 
ensure the security of the headquarters.

Article 4. Communications

The Council shall have the right to use codes and to send and receive correspondence by 
couriers or bags which shall enjoy the same privileges and immunities as diplomatic couriers and 
bags. In the event of grave and well-founded suspicion, the Spanish authorities may, in the 
presence of a representative authorized by the Executive Director of the Council, verify whether in 
fact such bags contain official correspondence only.

Article 5. Immunity from legal process and execution

1. The Council shall enjoy immunity from any penal, civil and administrative legal process, 
except insofar as the Executive Director or his or her representative shall have expressly waived 
such immunity, and except concerning civil actions lodged by third parties against the Council for 
damages and harm arising from accidents involving authorized vehicles belonging to the Council 
or operated by one of its staff.

2. The inclusion in a contract to which the Council is a party of a clause in which the 
jurisdiction of an ordinary Spanish court is recognized shall constitute a formal waiver of 
immunity. However, in the absence of a clause expressly providing otherwise, such waiver shall 
not extend to enforcement measures.

3. The institution by the Council of legal proceedings shall imply that it waives immunity 
from legal process in the event of a counterclaim.

Article 6. Tax exemptions granted to the Council

1. The Council shall be exempt from all national, regional and municipal taxes and charges 
on the premises of its headquarters for any purpose, except those constituting payment for services 
rendered. The tax exemption referred to above shall not apply to taxes and charges which, under 
Spanish legislation, are the responsibility of an individual concluding a contract with the Council.

2. The Council shall also be exempt, in respect of its official activities that constitute its 
purpose and specific goal, from any direct taxes on its revenue and income or on its other assets.

3. The provisions in force that are applicable to diplomatic missions shall apply to imports 
or exports of any goods that are imported into or exported from Spanish territory.

4. Concerning the exemption from value added tax, the provisions set forth in article 22, 
paragraphs 8 and 9 of Act No. 37/1992 of 28 December 1992, on the value added tax, 
implemented through Royal Decree No. 3485/2000 of 29 December 2000, on deductions and 
exemptions under the diplomatic, consular and international organization system, and the 
provisions amending the General Regulations on Vehicles, adopted by Royal Decree No. 
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2822/1998 of 23 December 1998, shall apply to the Council. Those internal provisions shall be 
applied with any amendments thereto.

Article 7. Freedom of exchange and currency

1. The Council may receive and hold funds and foreign currency of any kind and may keep 
its accounts in any currency; it may freely transfer the funds and foreign currency it holds in Spain 
to another country and vice versa.

2. The competent Spanish authorities shall provide their assistance and support to the 
Council in its exchange and transfer operations.

Article 8. Use of public services

The Kingdom of Spain shall provide to the Council treatment similar to that provided to 
diplomatic missions accredited in Spain for its postal, telephone, telegraph and radio 
communications and for the use of all other public services with regard to priority, rates, taxes and 
other aspects.

Article 9. Freedom of access and sojourn

1. The Kingdom of Spain shall take appropriate measures to facilitate the entry into, 
departure from and sojourn in the national territory of persons in the following categories, 
irrespective of their nationality:

(a) Representatives of members of the Council;
(b) The Executive Director and staff of the Council;
(c) Spouses and unmarried children under 23 years of age who live with them, or who 

are dependent on them, and who are not engaged in any gainful activity and, on an 
exceptional basis, other members of the families of the persons referred to in the 
preceding paragraphs residing with them;

(d) Any other persons who, by virtue of their functions, must have access to the 
headquarters of the Council for official reasons, provided that the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation has been duly informed.

2. Visas required by the persons referred to in this article shall be granted without charge 
and as promptly as possible.

3. The persons referred to in this article shall be exempt from all requirements laid down in 
the laws and regulations of the Spanish State concerning the registration of aliens, residence 
permits and working permits, provided that they engage in no other remunerated or professional 
activity in Spain.

Article 10. Status of representatives of members of the Council

Representatives of members of the Council who attend the assemblies, conferences or 
meetings convened by it shall enjoy, during the exercise of their functions in Spain, the following 
privileges and immunities:



I-56939

25

(a) Inviolability of person, place of residence and all articles owned by the person 
concerned;

(b) Immunity from legal process in respect of their spoken or written words and other 
acts performed by them in the exercise of their official functions;

(c) Customs facilities for their personal effects and exemption from inspection of their 
personal baggage on the same terms as are granted to diplomatic agents;

(d) Exemption from immigration restrictions and freedom of movement on the same 
terms as those granted to diplomatic agents.

Article 11. Status of the Executive Director and staff members of the Council

1. The Executive Director of the Council shall enjoy the privileges, immunities and 
facilities that are granted to heads of diplomatic missions accredited in Spain.

2. The senior staff member of the Council who acts on behalf of the Executive Director by 
reason of his or her absence or other impediment shall enjoy the same status as the Executive 
Director and shall receive the same treatment as that granted to the chargés d’affaires ad interim of 
diplomatic missions accredited in Spain.

3. The Executive Director of the Council shall designate those staff members who, by virtue 
of their responsible positions, shall enjoy the privileges, immunities and facilities granted to 
diplomatic agents accredited in Spain. The number of such staff members, which shall be 
established at six, shall be reviewed every two years by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Cooperation and the Council.

4. The Executive Director of the Council shall designate those staff members who, by virtue 
of their functions, shall enjoy those privileges and immunities granted to administrative and 
service staff of diplomatic missions accredited in Spain.

5. The members of the families of the persons referred to in this article, spouses and 
unmarried children under 23 years of age who live with them, or who are dependent on them, and 
who are not engaged in any gainful activity , shall enjoy the same privileges and immunities.

6. Should one of the persons referred to in this article be a Spanish national or a permanent 
resident of Spain, the Kingdom of Spain shall not be required to grant that person privileges and 
immunities more favourable than those laid down for such cases in article 38 of the Vienna 
Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 18 April 1961.

7. The Council shall notify the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of:
(a) Appointments of staff members, their arrival in and final departure from Spain and 

termination of their functions in the Council;
(b) The arrival and the final departure of all persons who are members of a staff 

member’s family and reside with him or her and, where applicable, the fact that a 
person has become or ceased to be a member of that family.

Article 12. Tax exemption on staff members

Staff members of the Council shall enjoy the same exemptions as those applied, under the 
same conditions, to staff members of the European Communities.
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Article 13. Purposes of privileges and immunities

The privileges and immunities provided for in articles 10 and 11 are granted to their 
beneficiaries in the interest of the Council and not for their personal benefit.

These privileges and immunities may be waived by the Council, for representatives of its 
members and their families and for the Executive Director of the Council and the members of his 
or her family, and by the Executive Director of the Council, for staff members of the Council and 
their families.

Article 14. Immunity of experts

Experts other than the persons referred to in articles 10 and 11, during the exercise of their 
functions with the Council or while carrying out missions or official travel on its behalf, shall 
enjoy, to the extent necessary for the exercise of those functions, the following privileges and 
immunities:

(a) Immunity from detention and from seizure of their personal baggage, except in cases 
of flagrante delicto. In such cases, the Spanish authorities shall immediately inform 
the Executive Director of the Council of the detention or of the seizure of baggage;

(b) Immunity from legal process in respect of acts performed by them in the exercise of 
their official functions, whether in spoken or written form. The persons concerned 
shall continue to enjoy such immunity even after they have ceased to exercise their 
functions.

The Executive Director of the Council may waive the immunity granted to an expert in cases 
where he or she deems that he or she can do so without prejudice to the interests of the Council.

Article 15. Cooperation in the implementation of the Agreement

The Council and the Spanish authorities shall cooperate at all times to facilitate the proper 
administration of justice, ensure compliance with police regulations and prevent any abuse of the 
immunities and facilities provided for in this Agreement.

Article 16. Identity cards

At the request of the Executive Director of the Council, the appropriate services of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation shall issue identity cards to those persons referred to 
in article 11 of this Agreement.

Article 17. Exemption of Spain from liability

Spain shall incur no international liability, by reason of the Council’s activities in its territory, 
for acts or omissions of the Council or those of its agents acting or failing to act in conformity 
with their functions.
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Article 18. Settlement of conflicts

The Council, by agreement with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, shall take 
steps to ensure the satisfactory settlement of any conflicts in which a staff member of the Council 
enjoying immunity because of his or her official status may become involved, unless such 
immunity has been waived by the Executive Director of the Council under article 13.

The Council has recognized the jurisdiction of the International Labour Organization 
Administrative Tribunal. That Tribunal shall be the venue for disputes between the Council and its 
staff members.

Article 19. Settlement of disputes

Any dispute which it has not been possible to settle through negotiations between the Parties 
concerning the application or interpretation of this Agreement or of any supplementary agreement 
that may be stipulated shall be submitted for final settlement, at the request of either Party, to a 
tribunal composed of three arbitrators.

The arbitrators shall be appointed as follows: one by the Executive Director of the Council; 
another by the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Spain; and the third by the first 
two arbitrators. In the event that one of the Parties has not designated an arbitrator or if agreement 
has not been reached on the designation of the third arbitrator (within three months of the request 
for arbitration), either Party may request the President of the International Court of Justice to 
designate the required arbitrator or arbitrators, as the case may be.

Article 20. Duration of the Agreement

This Agreement shall have the same duration as the International Agreement on Olive Oil and 
Table Olives done at Geneva on 29 April 2005. The renegotiation of that Agreement shall be the 
subject of consultations between Spain and the Council, with a view to renegotiating or modifying 
this Agreement, if both Parties deem it necessary.

Article 21. Amendment of the Agreement

1. This Agreement may be amended in whole or in part as a result of consultations held at 
the request of Spain or the Council. Any amendment shall be decided by mutual agreement and 
shall enter into force as provided by article 23.

2. The Council and the Kingdom of Spain may conclude such supplementary agreements as 
they deem necessary.

Article 22. Denunciation

This Agreement may be denounced by either Party, and shall accordingly cease to have effect 
six months after the date of the denunciation.



I-56939

28

Article 23. Entry into force

1. This Agreement shall be applied provisionally from the date of its signature pending its 
ratification by Spain and its approval by the Council.

2. This Agreement shall enter into force definitively on the date on which the instruments 
certifying that the procedures referred to in the preceding paragraph have been completed are 
exchanged.

3. With the entry into force of this Agreement, the Headquarters Agreement between the 
Kingdom of Spain and the International Olive Oil Council, done at Madrid on 13 July 1989, shall 
cease to have effect.

DONE and signed at Madrid on 20 November 2007, in duplicate in the Spanish and French 
languages, both being equally authentic.

For the Kingdom of Spain:
MIGUEL ÁNGEL MORATINOS CUYAUBÉ

Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation

For the International Olive Council:
HABIB ESSID

Executive Director


