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Message from the President

May 2019

Dear University of Houston Graduates:

Congratulations! Without a doubt, this will be the most memorable day 
of your college career. Today you will be awarded a degree that represents 
the tier-one education you have received, a degree that will continue to 
increase in value as the University of Houston continues on its upward 
journey to even greater national and international recognition.

Many were the factors that contributed to your success and brought you to this ceremony. 
A significant part, of course was the invaluable support you enjoyed from your parents, 
families and friends, and the encouragement you received from your UH faculty, advisors 
and staff. 

But in the end, what made it all possible was the personal commitment, drive and resolve 
that helped you cross the finish line. I know these same attributes will serve you very well 
as you make your mark in the world. When you leave here today, you will no longer be 
students, but proud and confident UH alumni, ready and able not just to compete, but to 
succeed and be leaders in your chosen careers. 

Your university has transformed you into the best prepared, best educated and best 
equipped individuals of your generation. In turn, you have also helped change your alma 
mater. The University of Houston is now a richer “powerhouse” institution thanks in great 
part to the example you have set for the next generation of students. 

 With my best wishes for a bright and rewarding future, Go Coogs!

Renu Khator 
President
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University of Houston Deans
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony 
Spring 2019
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The University of Houston was established as the 
Houston Junior College in 1927. As the college grew, 
it prospered and officially became the four-year 
University of Houston in 1934. Two years later, the 
college attained land for a permanent campus, and 
in 1939 it constructed its first building, the Roy 
G. Cullen Building. The University became a state 
institution in 1963.

The University includes 17 academic colleges and 
the multidisciplinary Honors College that teach 
a wide array of subjects – from math, arts and 
engineering to law, pharmacy and business. What 
started as a campus with a single building has grown 
into a world-class university, offering more than 250 
undergraduate and graduate programs to more than 
44,000 students annually.

UH is a Carnegie-designated Tier One public research 
university, and its public service and community 
activities, such as cultural offerings, clinical services, 
policy studies and small business initiatives, serve 
a diverse metropolitan population. Likewise, the 
resources of the Gulf Coast Region complement and 
enrich the University’s academic programs, providing 
students with professional expertise, practical 
experience and career opportunities.

In keeping with the University’s commitment to 
excellence, UH raised the benchmark of academic 
achievement when Phi Beta Kappa, the nation’s oldest 
and most prestigious academic honor society, awarded 
UH the approval to shelter a chapter in 2015. This 
designation welcomed UH to an elite group of the 
nation’s most esteemed colleges and universities.

University of Houston History

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony 
Spring 2019
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony 
Spring 2019

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture and Design

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Violet

Master’s Degree Hood: Violet 
 Tassel: Black

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Brown

Master’s Degree Hood (Art): White 
 Hood (Music): Pink 
 Hood (Theatre): Brown 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Pink 
 Tassel: Red

C. T. Bauer College of Business
Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Dark Blue

Master’s Degree Hood: Drab 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

College of Education
Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Light Blue

Master’s Degree Hood: Light Blue 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood (Ed.D.): Light Blue 
 Hood (Ph.D.): Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Cullen College of Engineering
Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Orange

Master’s Degree Hood: Orange 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Conrad N. Hilton College 
of Hotel and Restaurant 
Management

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Navy

Master’s Degree Hood: Navy, Red and White 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Academic costumes of today have a history of nearly eight centuries. In medieval Europe, all townspeople wore 
long flowing robes and gowns. The materials and colors were governed by royal decree. Gradually, distinctive 
gowns were developed for the various professions, trades and guilds. Scholars wore robes and hoods to protect 
their shaved heads. Later, skullcaps were worn on the head, and the hoods became a cape that could be pulled over 
the head during unpleasant weather.

As additional universities were founded, distinctive forms of the gown and hood were adapted by their faculties 
for bachelor’s (apprentices of the arts), master’s (teachers) and doctoral (teachers who had completed postgraduate 
studies). When caps and hats came into fashion in the 15th century, the hoods became ornamental, draped over the 
shoulders and down the back.

The academic hat was first worn as a symbol of the master’s degree and existed in various forms. The mortarboard 
style comes to us from Oxford University. When academic costumes came to America in 1754, styles were quite 
varied. In Europe, they still are; however, in our country, usage has been standardized by the Intercollegiate Code 
of Academic Costume.

Commencement Traditions
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College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Citron

Master’s Degree Hood: Citron 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

College of Natural Sciences 
and Mathematics

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Golden Yellow

Master’s Degree Hood: Golden Yellow 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Graduate College 
of Social Work

Master’s Degree Hood: Citron 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Citron 
  Tassel: Red 

Hobby School of Public Affairs
Master’s Degree:  Hood: Peacock Blue 
 Tassel: Peacock Blue

College of Nursing
Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Apricot

Master’s Degree Hood: Apricot 
 Tassel: Black

College of Technology
Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Maroon

Master’s Degree Hood: Maroon 
 Tassel: Black

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony 
Spring 2019
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony 
Spring 2019

Ceremonial Symbols

The Seal
Throughout history, seals have been used to authenticate official documents. The 
University of Houston and UH System seals both bear the Official Seal of Arms of General 
Sam Houston, as handed down to him from his noble ancestors. It includes the escutcheon 
in the center of the seal — consisting of checkered chevrons denoting nobility — and three 
martlets, gentle lowland birds that symbolize peace and deliverance. A winged hourglass is 
placed above the shield. Surmounting this is the motto “In Tempore,” meaning “In Time.” 
The greyhounds indicate speed of giving aid. The UH seal was first adopted in 1938 as the 
present campus was established. Although the look of the seal has evolved over the years, 
the first version was etched into the floor of the Roy G. Cullen Building.
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University Mace
The University Mace, which is carried in academic processions, is a staff symbolizing the 
University’s authority and unity. The tradition of the academic mace began in the late 
14th century when two ancient instruments, the royal scepter and the battle mace, were 
combined to form a university president’s symbol of authority.

The Alma Mater

All hail to thee,

Our Houston University.

Our hearts fill with gladness

When we think of thee.

We’ll always adore thee

Dear old varsity.

And to thy memory cherished,

True we’ll ever be.

Words and music by Harmony Class of 1942
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University of Houston 

Commencement Ceremony 
Spring 2019

President’s Medallion

HCA Healthcare, Inc.

HCA Healthcare, Inc., founded in 1968 and based in Nashville, Tennessee, 
is one of the nation’s largest operators of health care facilities. In 2018 it 
managed 178 hospitals and 119 freestanding surgery centers and other 
facilities in the United States and the United Kingdom.

Based in Houston, HCA Houston Healthcare, a division of HCA Healthcare, Inc., is the largest provider of such 
services to the Gulf Coast region, treating over one million patients a year. Its physicians, nurses, caregivers and 
professional serve in 15 hospitals across Houston, in addition to providing access points for emergency, specialty and 
urgent care.

In line with the University of Houston’s expanded healthcare initiatives, most notably in the new College of Medicine 
and the College of Nursing, HCA Houston Healthcare has entered into strong partnerships with UH to improve 
healthcare in the region and the state. 

HCA Houston Healthcare will provide generous support for the new Nursing Simulation Center at the University 
of Houston at Katy, create faculty endowments to increase the number of faculty who provide instructional and/
or clinical supervision of Bachelor of Science in Nursing students training at HCA Healthcare hospitals, and create 
the HCA Healthcare Endowed University Professorship in Undergraduate Programs to provide leadership for the 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing program.

In addition, HCA Houston Healthcare will create almost 400 resident positions in Texas over six years for new 
medical graduates, including those who will graduate from our new College of Medicine, to encourage these new 
doctors to stay in Texas and continue to work in the state’s underserved urban and rural communities.

For its corporate vision, for its commitment to the health of residents of Houston, Texas and the nation, and for its 
generous support of University of Houston healthcare initiatives, President Renu Khator proudly awards the 2019 
President’s Medallion to HCA Healthcare, Inc.

—————

The President’s Medallion is awarded at the sole discretion of the President to organizations  
that have distinguished themselves by their support of the University of Houston. 
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University of Houston 

Commencement Ceremony 
Spring 2019

Honorary Degree

Mrs. Cyvia Grossberg Wolff

Mrs. Cyvia Grossberg Wolff, along with her late husband Melvyn (’53), who 
received the UH Doctor of Humane Letters Degree, honoris causa, in 2015, 
made a generous gift to the C. T. Bauer College of Business in 2008 to establish 
the Cyvia and Melvyn Wolff Center for Entrepreneurship (WCE). That 
legacy has contributed to the WCE being nationally ranked among the top 10 
programs of its kind in the nation since its inception – it ranked No. 1 in 2018, 
2010 and 2011, and is now ranked No. 2.

She is a member of the UH System’s “Here, We Go” fundraising campaign 
executive committee. The campaign recently reached its $1 billion goal, several 
months ahead of schedule. She is also a member of the UH Board of Visitors 

Public Art Task Force and the Ezekiel W. Cullen Society. 

Mrs. Wolff’s love for UH and its students goes beyond her philanthropic support and volunteerism. In years past, she 
was actively involved in arranging week-long field trips to Omaha for selected WCE students that included a private 
meeting with Warren Buffet. She attends the annual WCE induction and graduation ceremonies and co-teaches a 
Bauer course in entrepreneurship. 

Her generosity extends beyond UH and the Bauer College, however. She is a supporter of the M.D. Anderson Cancer 
Center, the Museum of Fine Arts/Houston, and many other health, arts and educational institutions throughout the city.

For her love of the University of Houston, for her charitable work throughout the Houston community and for her 
commitment to student success, the University of Houston is proud to award the Doctor of Humane Letters Degree, 
honoris causa, to Mrs. Cyvia Grossberg Wolff with all the rights, honors and privileges appertaining thereto.

—————

The Doctor of Humane Letters degrees, honoris causa, given for exemplary service  
to the University of Houston or society at large, is the highest honor UH can bestow.
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Academic Honors

Academic honors are based on the requirements of the catalog year students entered the University. The final 
designation for honors is determined by the Provost’s Office upon final completion of all degree requirements.

Undergraduate students will graduate with the stated academic honors if they achieve the following grade point 
averages earned in the last 54 hours completed at the University of Houston.

  3.90 to 4.0 Summa Cum Laude (with Highest Honors)
  3.70 to 3.89 Magna Cum Laude (with High Honors)
  3.50 to 3.69 Cum Laude (with Honors)

The roster of graduates and candidates for graduation does not include the names of those students who chose to 
withhold information under the Federal Education Rights and Privacy Act.

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony 
Spring 2019



Commencement Ceremony – Spring 2019 13

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony 
Spring 2019

4.0 GPA Students

The following undergraduate students are recognized for achieving Summa Cum Laude with a 4.0 cumulative 
grade point average while also completing their degree within four years of starting their first semester in college 
at the University of Houston.

Fall 2018
Emma Fritz 

Bachelor of Arts in Public Relations, College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Anh Ho 
Bachelor of Science in Biology, College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Katerina Irwin 
Bachelor of Arts in History, College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Rida Rangoonwala 
Bachelor of Science in Teaching and Learning, College of Education

James Taravella 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting, C. T. Bauer College of Business

Spring 2019

Rammy Allouche 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Finance, C. T. Bauer College of Business

Itzel Arriaga 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting, C. T. Bauer College of Business

Kayla Doan 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting, C. T. Bauer College of Business

Aaradhana Gupta 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Finance, C. T. Bauer College of Business

Christopher Smith 
Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Engineering, Cullen College of Engineering 

Callan Stevenson 
Bachelor of Science in Hotel and Restaurant Management, Conrad N. Hilton College of Hotel and Restaurant Management

Andrew Teoh 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Finance, C. T. Bauer College of Business

Kayla Vo 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting, C. T. Bauer College of Business 

Emily Watlington 
Bachelor of Science in Psychology, College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences
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Message from the Dean

Dear Honors College Graduates and Friends, 
As we celebrate the class of 2019, we look back on four years of 
significant growth in the size, scope, and standing of the Honors 
College. At the same time, through the University’s “Here, We Go” 
campaign, which raised over $1 billion, we have been able to elevate the 
profile of the University in the Houston community and beyond.
As we look to the future of the Honors College and the over 2,500 

students we serve, we know that dedicated faculty are key to our continued success. In 2017 
we established the Bee and Kee Wong Engagement Awards for faculty whose work with 
students includes learning beyond the classroom. In 2018 we awarded five Lerner Faculty 
Fellowships and eleven Lerner Family Lecture Awards to recognize excellence in teaching 
and academic leadership. The University’s campaign will continue with “Beyond the Billion” 
through August 2020, and during this time we will strive to establish endowments to recruit 
and retain outstanding faculty talent and ensure the continued vitality of our academic and 
co-curricular programs.
Over the next year we hope to propose a new minor in Data Science & Society, building 
on the success of Data Analytics in Student Hands and the Honors in Community Health 
program. This minor would create opportunities for students to gain hands-on experience 
in a growing field, using data analysis to serve our community and to tackle everyday 
challenges. We will also seek to expand our learning abroad and learning away programs into 
a new Global Engagement and Research minor. In the last year, 91 students have received 
a Lerner Family Scholarship to support a learning away or learning abroad experience. 
Finally, through a new honors engagement designation, “Co-Curricular Honors,” we seek 
to recognize and increase the number of students taking advantage of all that the Honors 
College has to offer.
As our newest alumni, your support is vital as we continue to enhance the quality and 
reputation of our nationally-recognized Honors College. As you go out into the world, 
whether to begin graduate or professional school or to launch a promising new career, we 
hope you’ll come back from time to time—to The Great Conversation, an alumni tailgate, or 
the office of your favorite professor. Keep in touch, and keep sharing with us your news and 
accomplishments.
Go Coogs!

Bill Monroe 
Dean  
Nancy O’Connor Abendshein Endowed Professor
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University of Houston
The Honors College

Honorees

The Honors College Honors

The Honors College at the University of Houston offers students special opportunities to develop their academic abilities. Below 
are the Honors College honors designations.

University Honors and University Honors with Honors in Major
Students who complete the Honors College curriculum (36 hours) graduate with University Honors. If students also complete a 
senior honors thesis, they graduate with University Honors with Honors in Major.

Collegiate Honors and Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major
Students who fulfill the requirements for the honors program in the college of their major, including 21 hours of honors courses; 
who complete an Honors College minor, or who complete 21 hours of approved honors courses. If students also complete a 
senior honors thesis, they graduate with Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major.

Membership in The Honors College and Membership in The Honors College with Honors in Major
Students who affiliate with the Honors College during their undergraduate years and complete fewer than 21 hours of honors 
courses. If students also complete a senior honors thesis and fulfill the requirements of their major with distinction, they graduate 
with Membership in The Honors College with Honors in Major.

Honors in Major
Students who complete a senior honors thesis but are not members of the Honors College.
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University of Houston
The Honors College

Honorees

University Honors with Honors in Major

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts
Cydney Pickens
Giulia Schirripa

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Tayler Tonya Hedtke
Thao Vy Vo Nguyen
Christine Esther Stroh
Audrey E. Wang

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Abdulwausay Isaac Ansari
Jeremy Brandt
Saman Essa
Phillip Zachary Kieval
William Jacob Little
Lydia Mousa
Mandana Naviafar
Paul Angus Niziol
Phillip Marcial Pinell
Peter Luke Scamardo
Michelle Quynh Nhu Tran

College of Education
Ila Grace Hyams

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Omar Bassam Abousaway
Praneeth Venkata Kambhampati
Paul Angus Niziol
Devanshi Singh
Michelle Quynh Nhu Tran
Rishi Raj Wagle

Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Jalal Yazji

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Cassandra Adelle Baker
Cassidy Robb Coon
Isaiah Christopher Johnson

Vishaal Ram Kuruvanka
Andrea Pilar Ochoa Lopez
Aubrey Lewis Ward

Conrad N. Hilton 
College of Hotel 
and Restaurant 
Management
Kevin Michael McCaslin

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Vishaal Ram Kuruvanka

College of Technology
Kinza Muzahir

Membership in The Honors College with Honors in Major

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences

Abigale Lynn Ramos

Honors in Major

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture and 
Design

Rocio Alonso
Gabriela Degetau Zanders
Guillermo Gonzalez Rodriguez
Micaela Mendiola

Daniela Olivera-Gomez
Aspen Shariff-Bey
Benjamin Tonthat
Tyler Westry
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University of Houston
The Honors College

Honorees

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences

Kelli Anderson

Honors in Major

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Katy Barger
Micheal Garza
Paige Hill
Mireya Jamal
Layla Kratovic
Lauren Malagon

Ketaki Nair
Syeda Naqvi
Julianna Penso
Gricelda Posada
Catherine Ramos
Timothy Seiter
Melany Vasquez
Emily Watlington

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Maria Angelica Polo Prieto
Anna Sabu Kurian

University Honors

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture and 
Design
Elizabeth Quinn Edgecombe

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts
Grace Elizabeth Deal
Megan Ferrari
Christian Wayne Gill
Gregory Curtis Goedecke
Maureen Lax
Kirstie M. Mccallum
Sidonie P. Sturrock

C. T. Bauer College  
of Business
Hana Saud Ahmed
William Travis Balleza
Armaan Karim Bhimani
Kierra Y. Castleberry
Elizabeth Chau
Sana Chaudhry
Rena A. Cohen-Kurzrock

Katherine A. Corrigan
Kayla R. Epting
Rubi Escamilla
Raveen Joshua Fernando
Kevin .J. Ford
Alexandria Nicole Gay
Adolfo Javier Gracia
Mallory P. Greene
Kathryn Beck Gutierrez
Evelyn Hidalgo
Daniel Hixon
Taylor Holt
Amrit Kathuria
Aaron Michael Knight
Rachel Kay Kuruvila
Andelien M. Lee
Courtney Michelle Ma
Kevin McMachen
Keleen Meagan McNamara
Rachel Marie Meade
Cory Ty Merryman
Dante Christian Milanesi
Sakshi Multani
Alexander D. Nguyen
Kien T. Le

Kosieme Ogorchukwu Njoku
Melisa Nocioni
Paola A. Obispo
Chandni Deepak Patel
Nirmal Ashwin Patel
Victor H. Pham
River Nathaniel Phillips
Anna Catherine M Purcell
Michael Anthony Reyes
Tyler Wade Sanford
James Mark Sappington
Sakshi Ketul Shah
Meera Lynn Shahin
Aurangzeb Mansoor Sheikh
Michael Sherman
Kathryn Ellen Sirrieh
Akshay Soman
Shannon Jennifer Steele
Andrew Zheng Teoh
Hina Farrukh Uddin
Safa Vaid
Wyatt Bradley Vascoe
Muhammad W Vohra
Victor Chi Fung Yau
Kasey Yount
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University of Houston
The Honors College

Honorees

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Kody Anderson
Ameer M. Bacchus
Gerard Barrientos
Morgan Andrew Biscoe
Samantha Nicole Branum
Kiyah Simone Brooks
Edgar Castaneda
Regan Christine Clifton
Phillip Derek Comeaux
Osakpolor Evbuomwan
Felipe D. Hasbun
Ethan Graham Edward Hitchcock
Michael Houston
Brianna Cheyanne Hunter
Heather Renee Juel
Shazia Nameera Khan
Elizabeth Christine Knuppel
Olivia S. Kuligowski
Jordan Andrew Lucas
Monica Elisa Marin
Ross A. Minigutti
Shubh S. Mistry
Max Montefalcon
Syed K. Naqvi
Giaan Khuong Nguyen
Andrea Eleise Pettaway
Thanh-Ha Doan Pham
Nikita M. Prasad
Austin Cole Rickerson
Christopher J. Smith
Ryan Smith
Hannah Lou Solheim
Matthew Buckwalter Spicer
Carlo Celerino Torres
Luke Thomas San Pedro Torres
Ruben Kalani Vargas
Lucas G. Von Ruff
Sasha N. Walker

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Gabriel A. Aguilar

Jessica Erin Ainsworth
Ryan Earl Berkey
Emmett Biffle
Joanna Ming Fung Hawkins Chan
Garrett Dale Clark
Thao M. Doan
Arianne Felicitas
Livia Lee Garza
Kashmeera Rajen Giga
Riley J. Grenader
Lucy Rose Gylling
Katarina G Hamoy
Amy Hat Haokip
Mai Hassan
Tyler J. Hayward
Asia T. Hoang
Brianna Nicole Holder
Samuel Alan Holmes
Adam Honeycutt
Kiran Sonu Thukral Keneally
Tia S. Lal
Maureen Lax
Laura Lay
Zainub Mallick
Mason Caleb Malone
Asha Michelle Marchant
Tucker Crimson May
Ciara Cimone McKenzie
Nellmarie A. Misuela
Nicole Mosley
Helen Dieuhanh Nguyen
Thi Mai Van Nguyen
Leticia Gloria Ntela
Stephanie Nweke
Prince Chinedum Okechukwu Kalu
Deborah Chioma Okoro
Sheraz Pasha
Shelby Lynn Ragsdale
Tahira Raza
Trinity A. Rinear
Jacob Amadeus Roopchand
Anjitha A. Saji
Jahnavi Jacob Schneider
Daniel Maddox Scott
Rachel M. Shenoi

Fatema Taha Shipchandler
Diana Sally Shmoysh
Mariam Siddiqui
Austin Daniel Sinclair
Kirbey Casey Smith
Meredith Darcie Sorensen
Catherine Savannah Turet
Joshua Alessandro Valentino
Timothea Wiratman
Rodolfo Garcia Yamba
Mary Bernade Ycu
Katy Yun Yu
Johnny Zapata
Clarice-Maryam Joseph Zehri

College of Education
Shaha Tariq Aziz
Ricardo Gutierrez
Alya W. Muses
Chelsea Marie Sanchez

Conrad N. Hilton 
College of Hotel 
and Restaurant 
Management
Natalee Veazey

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Baiyinah Iman Abdullah
Eden Syeda Absar
Daniel Alfredo Alcaraz
Hareem Ali
Maryam Ali
Yumna Ali
Zukhruf Ali
Christian Jacob Alonso-Daubney
Zainab Arif
Harshika R. Avula
Krishna Bojja
Nico Luz Carswell
Abigail Elizabeth Chetlain
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Rachel Lynn Clark
Valeria Duran
Ali Akram Elhenawy
Edward Matthew Filice
Sohan A. Gadkari
Andrea Montserrat Garza Elizondo
Stacy Kim Giang
Kashmeera Rajen Giga
Lydia M. Golightly
Justin D. Guillergan
Debopriyo Halder
Marium N. Haq
Julia Marie Hofmeister
Jade Hostetter
Erin Hwang
Raj S. Iyer
Manasa L. Kanukurthy
Rebecca L. Keim
Huda Khan
Aishwarya Kothare
Amur S. Kouka
Kartik Neil Kulkarni
Divya Treesa Kurian
Tia S. Lal
Sydnee Renee Landry

Alexander Le
Jonathan G. Luu
Cassandra Q. Maclaren
Sarah H. Mai
Barbara Liseth Maldonado
Andrew Martin Sulla Mathews
Michael Samuel Mathews
Pareesa N. Mehra
Noelle J. Meinen
Anthony D. Moore
Trisha Mulamreddy
Neelesh C. Mutyala
Christopher N. Nguyen
Elissa Huong Nguyen
Isabelle Tienkhai Nguyen
Kevin M. Nguyen
Nicholas Tri Minh Khoi Nguyen
Trong Thanh Nguyen
Victoria Ngoc Yen Nguyen
Ryan Nowrouzi
Sheraz Pasha
Jil Pratik Patel
Shiv A. Patel
Virag Patel
Anna Y. Pham

Tu Van Uyen Pham
Shelby Lynn Ragsdale
Ammie A. Rupani
Shadaan A. Rupani
Anjitha A. Saji
Daniel Maddox Scott
Rachel M. Shenoi
Anusha Sherwani
Asvini Thulasi Thiviyanathan
Joel Thomas
Sasanka Thupili
John Tran
Timothy Tan Tran
Keilly Solangee Trujillo
Nicholas A Vargas
Sophia L. Vargas
Reshan H. Weerasooriya
Jane Wong
Melissa Yang
Safiyya Tabish Zaidi
Maggie Lumei Zhang

College of Technology
Sarah Y. Jung
Hamza Muhammad

Collegiate Honors

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture and 
Design
Cody Allen King

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts
Micaela R. Cadungog

C. T. Bauer College  
of Business
Praboda Magdalene Perikala

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Muhammad Daniyal
Shayan Hyder Ghani
Ross Guevara
Samir Mohamed
Usayd Ahmed Siddiqi
Kelsey B. Thein
Eugene K. Wan

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Sabrina  Hope Alonzo
Gerardo Botello
Bailey Elizabeth Bradley
Emily Rita Burleson

Brittney Nicole Chapa
Emma Reagan Day
Nicole Christine Henkel
Deirdre Ann Joehl
Alexandra Lambropoulos
James M. Maina
Taeler R. Morris
Danielle Luz Carmona Niangar
Praboda Magdalene Perikala
Mariam Pirzada
Danielle  Geneva Richardson
Yazel A. Sepulveda
Melody Nicole Silva
Lourdes M. Sosa
Sierrah Stallworth
Madison Janette Steele
Christina Haiyu Strohmann
Crystal Tran

University of Houston
The Honors College

Honorees
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Tooba Tukdi
John Robert Wokoun
Aroob Zaheer

College of Education
Cynthia P Banwell
Noor Ismail
Keilan Johnson
Lena Mwape Musoka
Amrit Kaur Sandhu
Evelyn E. Staley

Conrad N. Hilton 
College of Hotel 
and Restaurant 
Management
Cady Lois Calhoun

Jessica Lee Pillow
Adria Michelle Watson

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Shahad Salim Alfartosy
Serein Ghanayem
Jeremy Gonzalez
Nicole Christine Henkel
Danielle N. Jackson
Migara Jayasekera
Sara Kazmi
Tammie Phuong Lam
Abigail Scout Montierth
Nicholas V. Moorman
Maianh V. Nguyen

Tu Van Ngoc Nguyen
Saif Iqbal Rehman
Priscilla Sanchez
Daniel Robert Schuette
Darah Ave Scruggs
Aroob Zaheer
Matthew F. Zakaria
Joe Zubin

College of Technology
Randall William Bratton
Benjamin Perez Martinez
Kenan P. Nerad

Membership in The Honors College

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture and 
Design
Stephanie El-Quran
Winfred Gale Tang

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Rym Benchaabane
Aaron Scott Bennett
Ho Seol Jang

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Zainub Abdullah
Jacob Boyles
Stephanie El-Quran
Brandon Rene Garcia
Eric A. Krebs

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Sean M. Eli
Adam Johnston Howsmon
Eric A. Krebs
Joshua M. Ninan

University of Houston
The Honors College

Honorees
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Message from the Dean

Dear Architecture, Industrial Design, and Interior Architecture 
Graduates:

During my “Coffee with the Dean” hours throughout the semesters, 
I could hear a sense of excitement, a sense that this part of your 
education was over, and an acknowledgement that the next leg of your 
journey was about to begin. Some expressed disappointment that they 
would be graduating before the new lab was built, feeling as though 
they wanted to come back to have that experience. 

My hope is that you will always feel as though you want to come back. You have made it 
through one of the most rigorous programs in the country. You have spent countless hours 
researching, rendering, building models, writing papers, and struggling through the design 
process, only to get up the next day and do it again. And so, every ending becomes a new 
beginning. This is the life we have chosen. And, isn’t it a wonderful life?

When you leave our studios and classrooms and embark on your careers, your professional 
contributions will not only have an impact here in the city of Houston, but around the world. 
You are the thinkers, doers, and creators of the future. You will be the designers, architects, 
problem-solvers, and inventors of our tomorrow. I am confident that if you apply the 
knowledge that you have acquired here, the world will offer you possibilities you have not 
yet imagined. As you move across the stage to accept your diploma, you will be taking the 
first steps in your personal odyssey. We have worked hard to equip you with the tools to 
create the promise of the bright career that awaits you. We know you will make us proud.

Congratulations Class of 2019! I look forward to hearing about your experiences and the 
many ways you will impact our future. Please do come back and share your adventures with 
those about to follow you. We would delight in hearing of your successes.

My very best wishes to you all,

Patricia Belton Oliver, FAIA 
Dean 
ACSA Distinguished Professor
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University of Houston
Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture and Design

Commencement Ceremony 
Friday, May 10, 2019, 2:00 p.m. 
College of Architecture Building

 PROCESSIONAL Professor Shafik Rifaat, FAIA, AICP 
  Grand Marshal

 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION Patricia Belton Oliver, FAIA 
  Dean 
  ACSA Distinguished Professor

 GREETINGS FROM THE UH SYSTEM The Honorable Andrew Z. Teoh 
 BOARD OF REGENTS Member

 ALUMNI ADDRESS Michael Pede (’89) 
  Associate Vice President, Alumni Relations

 RECOGNITION OF TOP GRADUATES Dean Oliver

  Donna Kacmar, FAIA 
  Interim Associate Dean

 OUTSTANDING FACULTY AWARD Dean Oliver

 STUDENT ADDRESSES Aaron Ross McEuen

  Jose P. Molina

 DESIGN AWARDS Dr. EunSook Kwon 
  Director, Industrial Design Program

  William Truitt 
  Co-Director of Honors Thesis Programs 
  Coordinator of Professional Studios

  Alan Bruton 
  Director, Interior Architecture Program

  Rafael Longoria, ACSADP 
  Graduate Coordinator, Module IV

 STUDENT LEADERSHIP AWARDS Trang A. Phan 
  Assistant Dean

 PRESENTATION OF GRADUATE CANDIDATES Gail Peter Borden, FAIA 
  Director of Graduate Studies

 PRESENTATION OF Assistant Dean Phan 
 UNDERGRADUATE CANDIDATES 

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES Dean Oliver

 CLOSING REMARKS Dean Oliver

 EXHIBITS 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
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Spring 2019

Master of Architecture
Reagan S. Cameron
David W. Carlson
Kai-Han Chen
Thomas Ferguson
Brenda J. Garnica
Behnaz Hedayat
Salil Pradeep Keny
Yan Lu
Catalina Morales
Zachary Taylor Motsinger
Madhuri-Rajshekar Patil
Brandon I. Ramon
Luis Anthony Romero
Ryan Absal Samadh
Caroline J. Smith
Jose Guadalupe Vazquez

Master of Arts in 
Architectural Studies
Kelsi Lyn Butow

Master of Science  
in Industrial Design
Kristin A. Bartlett
Sachi Chandrakant Dalwadi
Matilde Di Sparti
Aaron Ross McEuen 4
Andres Felipe Quintero Tarazona

Bachelor of 
Architecture
Adesoji Adeseyoju
Michael Agurcia
Rocio Alonso

Krupaben Bhakta
Gabriela M. Bustamante
Franco Ernesto Camacho
Christopher R. Carr
Claudia Chabokrow
Ariana J. Cuvelier
Gabriela Degetau Zanders 2
Canston Jordan Fitzwater
Joshua J. Garcia
Zixuan Gong
Emily D. Gonzales
Guillermo Gonzalez 3
Otilia Gonzalez3

Nadia Hassan 2
Valeria Hernandez
Dominique K. Khawaja 3
Ellen Martin
Maria I. Martinez
Micaela Marciana Mendiola 3
Samuel Mora
Claudia E. Morles Sosa 3
Shoaib Mohammed Nizami
Trevor L. O’Quinn 3
Daniela Olivera-Gomez 2
Cristobal Piñon 3
Cesar B. Portillo
Sara Pourghaed
Joaquín Enrique Prado
Munaz Prasla
Jainish Hasmukhbhai Radadia 3
Luis C. Rosales
Jennifer Sanchez
Aspen Zelm Chamberlain Shariff-Bey
Winfred Gale Tang
Brian Thomas Thompson 1
Benjamin A. Tonthat

Francisco J. Vera-Garza
Joaquin Sebastian Viera
Tyler Samuel Colt Westry

Bachelor of Science in 
Environmental Design 
Stephanie El-Quran
Raul Alejandro Morin-Arizpe
Timothy S. Nemec

Bachelor of Science  
in Industrial Design
Sandra Xiomara Chacara
Elizabeth Quinn Edgecombe 3
Ronald Allen Finger
Linda Franco
Diego Garcia
Stephan Gomez Mena 2
Timothy Evan Joe 2, 4

Grace Elizabeth Lynch
Joshua Joseph Probst 2
Artemio J. Villegas

Bachelor of Science in 
Interior Architecture
Mayen Bautista-Aguilera 2
Itzayana Benavides
Alexandra Burdett 2
Jose P. Molina 1, 4
Nabihah Muhammedy 3
Milena N. Peterson 3
Megan C. Thomson
Victoria Musgrove Treybig
Eric J. Trudelle
Rachel N. Woods 3

University of Houston
Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture and Design

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Top-Ranked Graduate
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Fall 2018

Master of Architecture
Hunter R. Heft
Danielle Heider
Mason Alan Jackson
Danielle K. Johnson-Hazlewood
Kathryn Petrauskas
Philippe Quach
Izamar Judith Romero
Nathan R. Siems 4
Tanmay Jayendra Thakker
Parimala Venkatesh

Master of Science  
in Architecture
Rafael Araujo Dos Santos

Master of Science  
in Industrial Design
Claude Reyes

Bachelor of 
Architecture
Hadeel  Saif Nasser Al Maskari 1, 4
Juan Andres Chacin Perez-Imaz
Eduardo Enrique Garcia
Paul Randall Garrison 2
John Joseph Gibson 2
Saifelden Mohamed Ahmed Ketana
Cody A. King 2
Collin K. Knight 3
Jose Mario Lopez
Ethan Alexander Michael
Juan Pablo Morales
Negin Nayeri
Wilson Nguyen 2
Daniel Paul Oatman 3
Constanza Pena Nakouzi 1
Thuy-Trung Thi Pham 3
Camilo Reinales 3

Tonya Phann Sok
John Hill Taylor 3
Cristina Trejo
Vilma R. Umanzor
Mustafa S. Zakir

Bachelor of Science in 
Environmental Design
Taylor M. Hickson
Connor Michael Horvath
Nicolas Ortiz

Bachelor of Science  
in Industrial Design
Jared Belz 3
Marcos Alexander Cantu
Benjamin Lee Hickman
Adam Joseph Wiggins

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Top-Ranked Graduate

University of Houston
Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture and Design

Graduates
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University of Houston
Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture and Design

Scholarships

Scholarships For 2018-2019

CRSS/Farfel Scholarship
Danielle Heider

David D. Red Scholarship
Kamilah Bryant

Detering Scholarship
Kristin A. Bartlett

Herman Scholarship
Breana Cassino

Caroline J. Smith

Hines Scholarship
Behnaz Hedayat
Abraham Tanvir

Industrial Design Scholarship
Claude Reyes

Mary Le Johnson Scholarship
Cristobal Pinon

MN Davidson Scholarship
Mayen Bautista-Aguilera

Powers Brown Scholarship
Claudia E. Morles Sosa

Ray Okumura Memorial Scholarship
Claudia E. Morles Sosa

Sharon Sanders Hoover Memorial 
Endowed Scholarship

Rocio Alonso

StudioMET Scholarship 
Ian Atwood

Sundin Scholarship
Jonathan Henning

Texas Architectural Foundation 
Scholarships

George F. Harrell, II  
Memorial Scholarship

Catalina Morales

Texas Architectural Foundation  
AIA Grant
Catalina Morales

Association Administrators 
and Consultants Architecture 

Scholarship
Daniela Olivera-Gomez

Wichita Falls Chapter AIA 
Scholarship

Daniela Olivera-Gomez

Michael Maraldo Sr.,  
Southwest Terrazzo Association 

Architecture Scholarship
Kathryn Nicole Petrauskas

Hugh M. Cunningham Grant
Parimala Venkatesh
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Message from the Dean

Dear Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts Graduates,

Congratulations!

You are here today because of all you have achieved at the University of 
Houston. You have worked tirelessly to master your craft, cultivating 
skills that position you at the forefront of the performing and visual 
arts. You have collectively spent thousands of hours rehearsing, 

researching, performing and designing on the University campus and beyond. You have 
added to our city’s rich and vibrant culture through community-centric projects and 
programs designed to promote Houston’s diverse arts community.

Now, as the next generation of creators, performers, artists and collaborators, the world is 
at your fingertips—just waiting for you to make your mark. My advice to you is to remain 
curious, investigate your environment and reimagine the possibilities of creative practices in 
our complex, 21st century world.

As you leave the Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts to embark on your career and 
the next stage of your life, I know your future is bright. I look forward to seeing the impact 
you will make on our community, our city and our world. Please stay in touch with us! You 
can contact me at adavis@uh.edu.

Sincerely,

Andrew Davis 
Founding Dean and Professor of Music 
Cullen Foundation Endowed Dean’s Chair
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University of Houston
Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts

Commencement Ceremony 
Wednesday, May 8, 2019, 7 p.m. 
Fertitta Center

 PROCESSIONAL  Faculty

  Banner Bearers

  Platform Party

  Dean Andrew Davis

  INTRODUCTORY REMARKS David Bertman 
  Associate Dean for Special Initiatives and Director of Bands

 NATIONAL ANTHEM Moores School of Music

 WELCOME Andrew Davis 
  Founding Dean and Professor of Music 
  Cullen Foundation Endowed Dean’s Chair

 GREETINGS FROM THE UH SYSTEM The Honorable Jack B. Moore 
 BOARD OF REGENTS Member

 ALUMNI ADDRESS Michael Pede (’89) 
  Associate Vice President, Alumni Relations

 DANCE PERFORMANCE “Maduro” 
  Performed by Joel Aguilera, BFA, Dance

 RECOGNITION OF ACADEMIC HONORS David Bertman

 COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Chandra Wilson 
  Actor and Director

 PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES David Politzer 
  Interim Director, School of Art

  Fleurette Fernando 
  Director, Master of Arts Program in Arts Leadership

  Courtney Crappell 
  Director, Moores School of Music

  Rob Shimko 
  Director, School of Theatre & Dance

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES Dean Davis

 CLOSING REMARKS David Bertman

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music

 RECESSIONAL Moores School of Music
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University of Houston
Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts

Commencement Speaker

Chandra Wilson

Best known for her role as Dr. Miranda Bailey in “Grey’s Anatomy,” 
Chandra Wilson has been the recipient of numerous awards, including 
the Screen Actors Guild, People’s Choice and the NAACP Image Award, 
and has been nominated for the Emmy for Best Supporting Actress four 
times. She made her New York stage debut in 1991 and made her first 
film appearance in the 1993 film “Philadelphia.” A native of Third Ward, 
Wilson attended Houston’s High School for the Performing and Visual 

Arts before earning a B.F.A. in drama in 1991 from New York University’s Tisch School of 
the Arts. Despite receiving consistently high praise for her work, she admits having struggled 
for many years to gain more prominent roles before landing her breakthrough role on 
“Grey’s Anatomy” in 2005.

Wilson made her television directing debut with the episode “Give Peace a Chance,” the 7th 
episode in season 6 of Grey’s Anatomy. She continues to expand her directing credits with 
work including episodes of ABC TV’s “The Fosters” and “Scandal.” Wilson is also an advocate 
for people with mental and/or substance use disorders. In 2015, she hosted the 10th Annual 
Voice Awards event for the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration.
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Spring 2019

DOCTORAL DEGREES

Moores School of Music

Doctor of Musical Arts
Blas Alberto Canedo

The Spanish Language as a Conceptual 
and Corrective Measure in Classical Vocal 
Technique
Research Chair: Dr. Barbara Rose Lange 

Paul Victor Garza
Toward a Semiotic Approach to 
Analyzing the Trombonist’s Repertoire
Research Chair: Dr. Timothy Koozin

Amanda Albert Hughes
A Narrative Study of Nikolai Medtner’s 
Sonata in E Minor, op. 25, no. 2, “Night 
Wind”
Research Chair: Dr. Andrew Davis

Gerald Massoud
Wayne Shorter’s PEGASUS: A Mythical 
Jazz Narrative
Research Chair:  Dr. Timothy Koozin

Mihai Vatca
Marţian Negrea’s Countryside 
Impressions, Op. 6, for piano: A Narrative 
Analysis
Research Chair: Dr. Timothy Koozin

Jingwen Xu
Fusion of Chinese and Western Musical 
Styles in Chen Yi’s From the Path of Beauty
Research Chair: Dr. John Snyder

MASTER DEGREES

Arts Leadership

Master of Arts
Rachael E. Fernandez
Bobbie Hackett
Mary Michael Karcher
Candace R. Noel
Natalie L. Wells

School of Art

Master of Arts

Art History
Laura Anne Dickey
Madison T. Rendall
Katherine Alaine Schumann
Tracy Cui Yi L. Sung

Master of Fine Arts
Erin Nicole Carty
Angel Castelan
James Phillip Castillo
Jinyong Choi
Dylan DeBock Conner
Sunni N. Forcier
Rafael Simon Gamero
Madison Leigh Luetge
Karen Yesenia Martinez
Melissa Lynn Noble
Robert Redfearn
Amanda P. Schilling
Derek Ryan Witucki
Haoxiang Zhang

Moores School of Music

Master of Music
Jennifer Nwankie Agbu
Katherine Armantrout
Cody Ryan Arthur
Kiersten Joy Baker
Brian James Bires
Ashlee Brooke Burgess
David Michael Catalano
Lok Hin Cheng
Chaz Michael-Allan Corder
Clare Therese Demer
Kanisha Marie Feliciano
April Jean Kath
Yuliy Alexandrovich Leontiev

Grace Elen Lewis
Xinyu Liu
Katherine Louise Love
David Antonio Mach
Kira Marie McDaniel
Elena Murphy
Kaarin Cecilia Phelps
Jonathan Cade Scofield
Jihang Yin
Jason Andrew Zacher

School of Theatre & Dance

Master of Fine Arts
Michael S. Brewer
Dean G. Coutris
Aaron Seth Krohn
Derrick Moore
Victoria Elaine Reibel
Andres Felipe Roa Sarria
Maya R. Schultz
Sarah West
Adam Walter Zarowski

BACHELOR DEGREES

School of Art

Bachelor of Arts

Art
Ashley Nicole Alexander
Alex Jacob Aquino 3
Yinan Chen
Sara Ferrara 3
Tygene J. Fox
Alan Garcia
Jose A. Gonzalez
Irmanelly Dominique Grimaldo 2
Sarah Katherine Johnson3

Courtney A. Khim
Danielle Summer Light
Collin Martin

University of Houston
Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (highest GPA)
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Sindia Martinez
Olga Denise Medrano
Adriane D. Miller
Imelda L. Morales 2
Amy Nguyen 1
Rebecca R. Olmos
Alexandria Victoria Onwuteaka
Evelin Rocio Paz
Catherine Elaine Pruett
Alyssa R. Ramirez 2
Laura C. Ramirez 3
Zehra AliQaiser Rasheed 3
Lucia Rodriguez
Marisa Danielle Rodriguez 1
Bryant J. Rubalcava
Jayde Ruth
Guadalupe Saldivar
Hana Pertiwi Sasongko 1, 4
Kevin B. Segui
Mariah Jean Stafford
Sidonie P. Sturrock
Krystina Nichole Traylor
Angelica Martina Veras
Vanessa Villalon 2
Kyle Sigfre Ildefonso Vito
Andrea Elizabeth Walker
Cameron Dolph Walker
Charles Chen White

Art History
Gregory Dent Allen
Madelyn Arriaga
Ariel Cranford
Gregory Lee Frederick
Ana Patricia Girard 2
Taryn Lorraine Mansour
Cydney Pickens 2
Carla Renteria 3
Sheila Vianey Rodriguez
Giulia Schirripa 1

Bachelor of Fine Arts

Graphic Design
Alexa Giovanna Abad
Karen Noemy Alvarenga
Tamila Amanzholova 3
Esalee Emily Andrade-Guerrero
Jason Daniel Cardenas
Maham H. Choudry
Kristen Genevieve Fernandes 3
Jessica Flores
Lourdes Jazmin Flores
Grant Flowers
Donna Karimian 2
Miryoung Kim
Parichat Kittikornmeta
Camilo Alejandro Monroy Carajal
Julia Michelle Ong 2
Clarisse Baptista Pinto 3
Jaalon Cornelius Pratt
Alejandro Ramos
Meliza Resendiz
Jesse Reyes 3
Devin Michelle Schuhmann 
Ilse Torres
Kristina E. Valladares
Jose Manuel Vazquez
Annette Chi-Wai Wong
Weston C. Woodfin

Painting
Anastasiya S. Bodagovskaya 2
Gladys Cendejas 2
Laura Rebecca Compton 2
Jackelyne Raquel Cordova 1
Grace Elizabeth Deal 1
Cortney Ann Ensey 1
Felix Gerardo Gonzalez
Cheryl Lynn Keene 3
David Louis Mora
Wendy Perez 3
Alexis Pye
Angelina Nyssa Ramirez
Michelle T. Tran 1
Jiawen Tu

Douglas Hoang Vo
Quang Huynh Vu
Karen Leanne Walters 2
Shannon Naomi West 2

Photography/Digital Media
Taylor Danielle Andreozzi
Bradley Lamer Blosser
Rontaye Micquan Butler 3
Micaela Rianne Cadungog 1
Jorge L. Cervantes 3
Jessica Carolina Gonzalez 2
Sabrina Juarez 3
Chequerra Lee
Alexandra C. Luckey
Victoria T. Nguyen
Jessica S. Reyes
Morgan B. Utesch
Erin Elizabeth Wempe

Sculpture
Carissa P. Diaz
Phillip Kyle Glaze
Maureen Lax 1
Alexandra Isabel Lechin
Kristopher Neal Tribe

Moores School of Music

Bachelor of Arts

Music
Rolando Iseas Cruz, Jr.
Niza Melissa Garcia
Fitzroy G. Graham II

Bachelor of Music

Applied Music
Jacqueline Estelle Bartling-John 3
Cameron Bonner
Noah Chojnacki 1
Richard Javon Craig
Jared W. Dees 2
Janine Elizabeth Dworin
Grace Miranda Estrada Zavala 1
Alexander James Gutierrez

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (highest GPA)

University of Houston
Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts

Candidates for Graduation
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1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (highest GPA)

University of Houston
Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts

Candidates for Graduation

Luis E. Gutierrez Fonseca 2
Laneisha Rashad Hale 3
Emily Hardey 2
Avery E. LaRue 1
Isabella Aera Millman
Jonathan Y. Pan
Brian M. Saltikov

Music
Noah B. Adams 2
Jon W. Blouin
Jonathan Daniel Churak-Simpson 2
Megan Dakota Drutar 2
Bethanie A. Eaton 2
Aaron Charles Eddleman 2
Megan Thalia Ferrari
Zachary Ryan Fink 2
Tomas Garcia Duenas 1, 4
Gregory Curtis Goedecke 2
Madeline Jane Gregory 2
Brandon X. Griswold 3
Justin W. Grubbs 3
Jennifer Haro
Monica S. Hernandez
Christina Rae Howell 3
Everett Travis Howell 2
Emmaleigh Frances Kercsmar 1
Jessica Liu 3
Kirstie Mary McCallum 1

Andrea M. Montano Renderos 3
Ryan M. Norwood
Matthew Raymond Oakes 2
Kurt A. Olson 1, 4
Joshua Ramirez
Kyle Richard Rivera 2
Daniel Cason Schaffer
La Shawna Marie Townsel 3
Jimmy Vuong Tran 2
Kelsey Elyse Wells 1

School of Theatre & Dance

Bachelor of Arts

Dance
Costanza Braggiato
Ceronica N. Johnson-Jessie 2
Maria Alexandra Morales Robalino 3
Derek R. Nicholson 2
Gabriela Rosales
Victoria Rose Sweitzer 2
Brittney L. Vargo

Bachelor of Fine Arts

Dance
Joel Aguilera
Bethany R. Garcia 1
Heather Leigh Rodriguez

Theater
Hayley Elizabeth Abbott 3
Alicia Taylor Beard
Tabitha M. Bounds
Kelsey V. Busboom 2
Emily J. Carpenter
Elissa M. Cuellar 2
Christian Wayne Gill 2
Samantha Jaramillo 3
Jeana L. Magallon 2
Alyssa Sandra Marek 2
Mikayla Cassandra Moats
Alexander J. Montoya
Eric Glenn Moore 1, 4
Connor T. Morrow
Paul A. O’Neill
McCoy Warner Rasco
Brandon Craig Smith
Catherine M. Thomas 2
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Message from the Dean

Dear Graduates,

Today, you join the ranks of nearly 60,000 alumni of the C. T. Bauer 
College of Business! I congratulate you on this achievement.

In fulfilling the requirements of your program, you have demonstrated 
your academic capability, and also the personal discipline and 
commitment necessary to complete such an educational endeavor.

As you celebrate your graduation, know that your degree has great value. Know also that 
Bauer College is more than a degree-granting institution. It is a place where we change lives 
and make a difference.

We do this by helping you learn, gain confidence, develop support networks, and create 
opportunity for yourselves and for others—yes, for you and for others around you. I am very 
blessed to have the opportunity to see you learn, grow, succeed and help others grow in the 
process. This is why Bauer College is described as a place “Where Awesome Happens” – you 
make it so. Seeing this happen firsthand is the best part of my job.

This ceremony marks the beginning of a lifelong relationship with the Bauer College of 
Business. The Bauer faculty and staff are proud to join your family and friends in honoring 
your accomplishment.

On behalf of the faculty and staff of the Bauer College, please accept our best wishes for your 
future success!

Sincerely,

Thomas J. George 
Interim Dean and Bauer Professor of Finance
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University of Houston
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Commencement Ceremony I 
Saturday, May 11, 2019, 9:00 a.m. 
Fertitta Center

 PROCESSIONAL Commencement Associate Marshalls

  College Banner Bearer

  Doctoral Degree Candidates

  Master’s Degree Candidates

  Bachelor’s Degree Candidates

  Platform Party

 WELCOME Praveen Kumar, Ph.D. 
  Chair, Department of Finance

 PRESENTATION OF COLORS UH Army ROTC Color Guard

 NATIONAL ANTHEM Moores School of Music

 COMMENCEMENT REMARKS Thomas George, Ph.D. 
  Interim Dean

 GREETINGS FROM THE UH SYSTEM The Honorable Andrew Z. Teoh 
 BOARD OF REGENTS Member

 GREETINGS Renu Khator 
  President

 PRESENTATION OF PRESIDENT’S MEDALLION Stephen J. Spann 
  Vice President for Medical Affairs 
  Founding Dean, College of Medicine

 PRESENTATION OF ACADEMIC HONORS  Richard Scamell, Ph.D. 
  Associate Dean, Student Affairs

 PRESENTATION OF HONORARY DEGREE Interim Dean George

 PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES Chair Kumar

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES  President Khator

 CONCLUDING REMARKS Interim Dean George

 UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON ALMA MATER Moores School of Music

 RECESSIONAL Moores School of Music

The audience may remain seated during the Processional and Recessional. 
Family may take photographs and videos from their seats.
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Candidates for Graduation

Spring 2019

Doctor of Philosophy
Yu Bai 5

Regulation and Opinion Shopping: 
Evidence from the U.S. Broker-Dealer 
Industry
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Yuping Zhao

Don B. Carmichael 5
Essays on Retail Lending
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Praveen Kumar

Shu Hsiu Chen 5
Essays in Empirical Asset Pricing
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Kris Jacobs

Sandrine Docgne Penlap 5
Essays on Financial Contracting
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Praveen Kumar

Yuguo Liu 5
Essays on Option Valuation and 
Empirical Asset Pricing
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Raul Susmel

Connor James Lubokacky 5
Captain at the Helm: How CEO 
Characteristics Drive Firm 
Entrepreneurial Orientation
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Curtis Wesley

Dimuthu Nuwan Ratnadiwakara 5
Essays in Household Finance
Faculty Advisor: Vijay Yerramilli

Lijun Ruan
Does Tightening Auditing Standards 
Improve or Impair Welfare?
Faculty Advisor: Tong Lu

Marina Yordanova Ruseva
Managerial Incentives and Corporate Tax 
Behavior: The Role of Firm Tax Attributes
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Janet Meade

Shashank Vaid 5
Interface of Sales Force with Marketing 
and Digital
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michael Ahearne

Jia Yu 5
Newcomer Entry and Team Creativity: 
The roles of Coworkers, Leader, and 
Newcomers
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Leanne Atwater

Yan Zhang
Prudential Regulation and Bank 
Accounting
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Tong Lu

Zhe Zhang 5
The “Unofficial” Names: Brand 
Nicknames, Their Influences on 
Consumer- Brand Relationships and 
Their Social Consequences in the Digital 
World
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Vanessa Patrick

Executive Masters 
in Business 
Administration
Andre Alexander 5
Andrea Bautista-Gomez 5
Jan Hodges Bendfeldt 5
Travis Anthony Brown 5
Joshua Aaron Carter 5
Summer Ashlee Dobbs
Elga Garcia
Keith Dwayne Haynes 5
Brian Hlavinka 5
Jennifer Erin Horn 5
Justin Kostohryz 5
Laura McWilliams Land 5
Mario Lanton 5
Joseph Massoud 5
Charles Benjamin McGuire 5
Michael B. Mclntyre 5
Sebastian Millan 5
Nick Mirgeaux
Robert Ntume 5
Desmond Ojeda 5
Jonathan Onofre 5
Soumya Sundar Pathi 5
Joshua George Price 5

Marvin Lester Radford, Jr.
Jacob Andrew Rape 5
David Edward Sharbak 5
Stephen M. Sills 5
Wyatt Andrew Smith 5
Christopher Damian Taylor 5
Miguel Geronimo Valdez 5
Sivakumar Veerasakthi 5
Quentin Wiltz 5
Yolanda Valeacia Wright

Master of Business 
Administration
Rashik Aaqif 5
Elizabeth Adams
Gayathri Baburaj 5
Busola M. Bamgbose 5
Darynells Baptista
Christopher Barrera 5
Nicole Patricia Beich 5
Jessica Lee Brand 5
Jerome Brown 5
Sara K. Brown 5
Erik Lee Bruce
Robert S. Buller 5
Joshua L. Camp 5
Mythili Chaganti 5
Panitee Charoenrattanaruk
Carlton Michael Clemens 5
Daniel Coleman 5
Scott Naifu Cui 5
Evan Mark Cunningham
Abbie Deaver 5
Michael Defelice 5
Jon Delos-Reyes 5
Travis Bryant Ethredge 5
Ucheora O. Eziukwu 5
Oluwatomi Morolake Fisher
Jack Patrick Foreman 5
Jason Fung 5
JoAnn Rebecca Gage 5
Jonathan Eric Gold 5

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer (highest GPA) - 5 Dean’s Award
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Hector Sebastian Guerrero Rodriguez
Adam Haavisto 5
Marshall O. Hartman
Jared Allen Harville 5
Jaime Leandro Hincapie 5
Ali Elden Jaafar 5
Ana Thalia Jaguande Valenzuela
Brian Scott Klusman
Ali Mohammad Kasam 5
Steven Daniel Kendall 5
Sameer A. Ketkar 5
Kevin Michael Klingaman 5
Madhur Kohli
Temidayo Kola-Kehinde 5
Ivana Leon
Cara Nicole Lewis 5
Qianwei Liu 5
Bharat Makanji
Maged Medhat Marzouk 5
Tashmit Singh Balwant Singh Matta 5
Andrew T. McClelland 5
Adarsh Menon
Cody Aaron Mitchell 5
Brenton Morneau 5
Trushit K. Nashikkar 5
Kyle R. Navel 5
Victor Manuel Nicholas 5
Shauna Green Ogunseinde
Paige Kiesewetter Perez 5
Breah E. Phillips
Trevor Piccione
Ryan Prater
Juan Manuel Rodriguez Barbosa
Maria Consuelo Rodriguez de Ocando 5
Susan Frost Russell 5
Prashanth Sabbineni 5
Harvinder Singh 5
Jeb Smartt 5
Ricardo Steele
Jonathan David Tari 5
Brandon P. Tiedt 5
Paige Marie Van Wormer 5
Albert Hoang Vu
Dongjie Wan
Jessica Ellen Wright 5

Jenny Wu 5
Chunhui Yin 5
Zhengyuan Zhang
Mayra Rodriguez Zuniga 5
Florentino Zuniga 5

Master of Science 
in Accountancy
Mahnoor Ahmed 5
John Akchar 5
Omar Alakhras 5
Abeer Mahmoud Alshaibani
Jethro Amper
Tyler Michael Appelgate
Xuelichen Bao
Randi Baxter
Noam Belkin 5
Eduardo N. Borja
Chelsea Leighn Boyer
Robert Maxwell Brant 5
Janie Piccheng Bune 5
Clark P Callahan
Yinni Chang 5
Kaira Gissell Chavez
Wenjun Chen
Baiqi Chen
Yi Shan Chen 5
Jie Chen
Adrianna K. Cooke 5
Mario Kevin Cosbert Ducker
Nha Thien Truc Dao
Barrington D’Lloyd Dave
Shelby Davis 5
Alexia Mercedes De Jesus
Miranda Delagarza 5
Lei Du
Emily Dyess 5
Scott P. Falconer 5
Kiana Farokhpour 5
Andrew Felton
Ding Cheng Gong 5
Michelle P. Gonzalez
Rudy Tomas Gonzalez 5
Yujia Guo 5

Mengyan Guo 5
Lilliana Alejandra Gutierrez 5
Lindsay Gutierrez 5
Lindsay Hagmann 5
Reid Higgins
Paige Catherine Hobbs 5
Richard Samuel Hollyer 5
Qian Huang
Laura Ann Huckleby
Khai Quoc Huynh 5
Hira Jawaid 5
Puyao Jiao 5
James Jittiwan
Salman S. Jiwani 5
Jessica Lee Johnson 5
Heera Junaid
Priyanshi Kanabar
Emma Elena Kovar 5
Donald Quang Lam 5
Jacklynn T. Le
Anngellie M Lescano
Sean Levan
Xiang Li 5
Yujie Liang 5
Christian F. Lopez
Joselin Gabriela Lopez
Cuijia Lu 5
Van Luong 5
So Chieh Ma
Meredith Keil McGrath 5
Alicia Nicole Mitchell
Phuong Doan Khanh Nguyen 5
Duc Tam Isaiah Nguyen
Vahe Anthony Ouzounian
Sameer Mehboob Parpia 5
Juhi Patel
Monica Suresh Patel 5
Yongxi Peng
Ashanti Phelps
Peter Pranata 5
Simran Ramzan Punjani 5
Janett Ramos
Abdullatif Razzaq
Maritza Santos Rodriguez
Shannon A. Santos

University of Houston
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer (highest GPA) - 5 Dean’s Award
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Mingzhu Shi 5
Parvez Sohi 5
Dean Robert Suchy
Khang Thanh Nhat To
Thanh Van Ha To
Quyen Thanh Bao To 5
Stevesha Q. Todd
Jimmy Ton
Nghi Phuong Truong
Stephanie Leigh Turcotte 5
Jade Verastegui
Trang T. Vo 5
Michael Brandon Ware
Arianna Washington
Zhenwen Xiong
Wei Xue
Danwei Dawna Zhang

Master of Science 
in Finance
Zohaib Azmat Ali 5
Alberto Luis Cantera 5
Warat Chalermpornpong 5
Christopher M. Clark 5
Desirae Rochelle Fryer 5
Ryan Edward Helle
Kimberly Ann Joseph 5
Connor Joseph Kimberlin 5
Ngoc Minh Tam Lam 5
Siben Li
Priti Mehta
Alison Marie Mills
Anna Panasenko 5
Humberto Perez 5
George Sealy 5
Peter Harris Seureau 5
Avjot Singh Sidhu
Bukhtiar Zafar 5

Master of Science 
in Global Energy 
Management
Scott Lenhart
Zachary Tyler Vaughan

Master of Science 
in Management 
Information Systems
Meiqi Feng
Zhiqun Wang

Master of Science 
in Marketing
Anh Dam Minh Hoang 5
Kristina Anna Knowles
Vishalatha Munukutla 5
Tayla Jade Park
Jessica Luz Solis 5
Donte L. Washington 5

Master of Science 
in Supply Chain 
Management
Brenda Paola Arguello 5
Alisha Barpanda
Tracy Thao Thu Dong
Randy Evan Glynn
Keith Allen Kniskern 5
Annissa Laurent
Hanna Leonova
Krishnan Albert Shivshanker 5

Bachelor of Business 
Administration
Nouran Abouzeid
Noor Ayad Abu Al Tamn
Bertie Lee Acevedo 3
Dorsa Mohtaram Aerabi 3
Helen E. Aihevba 2
Ahmed Jamil Ali Nasser Al Zadjali
Jasmin H. Aldayem 3
Ranea Al Gaood 3
Aldana Almuna
Jacob Paul Alvarado
Leo Alvarado
Omar Enrique Alvarado Chavez
Anthony N. Amador 3

Yesenia Amador
Breana Michelle Amburn
Chloe Marie Andrade 3
John Maurice Arredondo
Lauren Elizabeth Attra 2
Maya Ayoub Agha
Joel Bautista
Brandon Benitez
Jennifer Berrios 1
Tanvir Singh Bhogal 3
Melissa Andrea Borrego 3
Michael P. Brennan
Ashley Nicole Brown
Amy Thanh Bui 3
Morgan Bull
Sarah Michele Burdeos 3
Nyerere Cushan Burgess
Mario Omar Burke
Alexander-O’shea Lee Burros
Anthony David Carvajal 3
Alejandro Castillo
Sana Chaudhry
Yahaira Chaverria 3
Karlie Layne Christian
Ian Cochran 2
Shelby Lynn Coleman
Julian Ray Combong
Ashton Mikel Connely
Keri Ann Cook
Austin T. Cornett
Mallory Vanessa Cortez 3
Courtney J. Cowart
Lynn K. Dang 2
Emmanuel De Leon Gutierrez
Kori Suzanne Degutis
Pranathi Dhulipala
Adan Diaz
Ted Daniel Diaz
Bradley Dieden
Julie Ngoc Dinh
Hoang Minh Chau Do 2
Andrew Harrison Doggett
Jaylon Dontrae Ealey
Karim Robledo Elaouni 3
Veronica R. Emina

University of Houston
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer (highest GPA) - 5 Dean’s Award
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Denise G. Enamorado 3
Kayla R. Epting 3
Rubi Escamilla 3
Duke K. Ezeoke 3
Darla Raye Featherston
Megan Thalia Ferris
Emilce D. Flores
Elyse Saldivar Fonseca
Joshua Robert Foster 3
Alison P. Francis
Briana N. Frank 1
Reyes N. Fuentes III
Madison Leigh Fulp 3
Hector Rafael Galvan
Ashley Gamez
Karina L. Gaona
Angel A. Garcia
Tino Garcia
Alexandria Nicole Gay 2
David Howard Glaze 3
Bronthie Y. Gonzalez
Cassandra Nicole Gonzalez
Paola Cristina Gonzalez Avila 2
Joseph Cole Goodland
Keshav Gopalkrishnan 3
Kymberlee Lynn Gore
Colton W. Gray
ZieZie Greenwood 1
Melissa Grimaldo 3
Demarie Kristine Guerra
Alejandro Guillamon Bozo 3
Lu Guo
Ashley Nicole Guthrie
Amanda Guzman 3
Allison Elizabeth Hale 3
Lois K. Hamburger 3
Farhin Haque 3
Thomas Edward Harris
Savannah Faith Heistad
Brooke Hern
Brianna Paige Herrmann 3
Evelyn Hidalgo 2
Daniel Richard Hixon 1
Erick Hoyos
Feroz Hunaid

Dylan Huynh
Sophie E. Huynh
Hanna Mae Ibrahim 2
Afsheen A. Iqbal 3
Alan Issa
Alejandra Jasso 2
Aashish Sunil Jhangiani
Shumaila U. Jiwani
Dorothy Naomi Jones
Taravia Jones
Laylah Amani Jordan 3
Ajay Sanjay Joshi 1
Allison Crystine Jungman 3
Jacob A. Karcher
Ava Khajeh
Maria Nadeem Khan 2
Ramisa Hoque Khan
Lubna Khattab
Kadidja R. Kone 3
Luke A. Kubosh 1
Joanna Lam 3
Ryan P. Lambright
Anthony R. Large
Celina Esperanza Lazaro
Jada Ledet
Brian Minh Ly
Gabriela Alejandra Marini
Nathali Guadalupe Marroquin Salazar
Helen Ivania Martinez
Claire Petronella McClellan
Kevin McMachen 3
Tristen Mcmillan
Carrigean B. McNabb
Keleen M. McNamara 2
Rebecca Shineth Men
Cory Ty Merryman 3
Tyler M. Najarian
Annie Lam Nguyen 3
Christine Ngoc-Tram Nguyen 2
David Huu Nguyen 2
Mai T. Nguyen 3
Toan Nguyen
Maria Noriega Martinez
Juan Carlos Ortega
Kaila Brianne Overton

Richard Bryce Packard
Michala Ladawn Padgett
Jose Alexander Palacios
Amanda Parris
Navidreza Parsa 3
Cedric Tu Pasco 3
Jonathan Karl Petter
Andre The Pham
River Nathaniel Phillips 1
Ivan Pineda 2
Macy A. Ponzio 2
Kristin K. Powell 2
Jason Bradley Price
Anna Catherine M. Purcell 2
Shaneil Ava-Gay Purcell
Shane O’Neal Quenan
Tasnim Rahman
Zara Rahman
Arun Ramanathan
Krystal A. Ramsey
Ali Rashid
Victoria Qaddomi Rayol 3
Vivek T. Reddy 3
Xiomara Giselle Reyes 2
Isaiah A. Rincon
Casandra C. Riojas
Heather M. Riojas
Ariana V. Rios-Lobo
Syed Yannick H. Rizvi 2
Megan Roberts Loeza
Alexandra Isabelle Rocha 2
Serena C. Rock
Enzo G. Rodriguez
John Rodriguez 2
Kristeen Nicole Rodriguez
Marivi Rodriguez 3
Rubyann Rodriguez
Aldo Everardo Rojas 3
Edward Ruiz 2
Ayoub A. Saber
Ronaldo Salgado
Samantha Roxanne Sanchez 3
James Sappington 3
Carla P. Scerpella 3
Lindsey Sharpless

University of Houston
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer (highest GPA) - 5 Dean’s Award
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Aurangzeb Mansoor Sheikh 1
Janessa Ymanya Silveira 2
Christopher Alan Sims
John Jacob Skok
Brianna Solis
Doris Abigail Sorto
Natali Sorto
Ricardo Soto 3
Felecia Ann Stanley
Martha Eugenia Suarez Chaurand
Jennie Suk 3
Feras Ahmad Suleiman
Tyler Wayne Svetlik
Cassandra Chantalle Sweeck 3
Abeer Maher Tanbouz
Elton Tang
Tiffany Tellez 3

Kobe D. Terrier 3
Leeann Renee Thompson 1
Emre Tichelaar 3
Zina Ardelle Tongee
Dalia Toribio
Cassie M. Tran
Nguyen Anh Tran 2
Mateo Trujillo-Wheeler
Ryan Truocchio
Katie L. Tudor 3
Madison Michelle Tuller 3
Madelin Paola Umanzor 3
Maria Jose Vargas Uribe 2
Jennifer Victoria Uribe
Maria Usmani 3
Jamaal Shedeur Uzziel
Ashley Michelle Villa
Maria Guadalupe Villanueva

Thanh Thi Thanh Vo 2
Asher F. Warriach
Zharia P. Washington 3
Julia Watson
David Weiser 3
Dante Shemar Wheeler
Alexandria R. Wilson
Daniela Raquel Wilson 1
Keirra Charde Woodard 2
Lexus M. Workcuff
Xiaotian Xu 3
Rachel Yang
Yu-Hsuan Yang 2
Victor Chi Fung Yau 1
Hatim Younus
Kyle Zander
Yunjia Zhou
Travis Lee Zimmerman 2

Summer 2019

Doctor of Philosophy
Ming Chen

Two Essays on Consumers’ Point-of-
Purchase Decision Making
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Sam Hui

Min Kyu Joo 5
Formal Mentoring Advantage for 
Leadership Development and Thoughts 
of Quitting: Mediating Roles of 
Leadership Self-Efficacy and Protégé’s 
Network
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Leanne Atwater

Joanna Pishko
When Brands Tease their Rivals on 
Twitter; Consequences for Consumer 
Engagement
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Betsy Gelb

Yue Qiu 5
CEO Extraversion and Management 
Earnings Forecasts
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Gerald Lobo

Hannan Sadjady Naeeni 5
Impacts of Corporate Social 
Responsibility on New Product 
Developmet
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Powell Robinson

Master of Business 
Administration
Saad Mir Ali
Grant Michael Ball 5
Jonathan Bauer 5
Jesus Alfonso Bouzada Martin 5
Bryce Dickens 5
Michael Ha 5
David Michael Halprin 5
Mohamed Hassane 5
Leslie Ann Howard 5
Nicole Ann Hubatch 5
Kasey Humphreys
Ty Jackson 5
Jomon Joseph Kannala 5
Madhu Kasisomayajula
Changgeng Man
Justin Douglas Orta

German Donaldo Ramirez 5
Austin Gregory Smith 5
Chris Toups
Tangen Thang Tran 5
Tiffany Wheeler
Blake Willenborg 5
Syed Waqar Zaidi 5

Master of Science 
in Accountancy
Gretchen Maria Baumann
Connor M. Colorado 5
Victor Cosio 5
Mathew Disalvo
Nancy Gonzalez 5
Oscar Alberto Lara 5
Ruiming Lin 5
Cynthia Alejandra Luevano
Jonathan Munoz
Nash Steven Park 5
Eunice A. Pena
Tuyen My Phan 5
David Yonwoo Sung 5

University of Houston
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer (highest GPA) - 5 Dean’s Award
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Jessica Valdovinos
Angelica M. Valdes 5
Daniel L. White 5
Dong Yu Zhang

Master of Science 
in Marketing
Danielle G. Dolence 5

Bachelor of Business 
Administration
Melanie Rebekah Antony
Noushin Choudhury
Jasmine M. Collins
Karishma Sajjid Dawood 3
Amaka J. Egbe
Elias A. Estrada
John Merritt Franzmann
Diane Galaz 3

Iqra Islam
Reem Hassan Khalil
Caleb L. Morris
Ramsha Naeem
Moulik Sundar Nayak
Jenny Pham 2
John Henry H. Quintano
Valerie Santos Syptak
Ruth Towouh
Isabel Consepcion Urbina

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer (highest GPA) - 5 Dean’s Award

University of Houston
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Candidates for Graduation
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University of Houston
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Commencement Ceremony 2 
Saturday, May 11, 2019, 2:00 p.m. 

Fertitta Center

 PROCESSIONAL Commencement Associate Marshalls

  College Banner Bearer

  Bachelor’s Degree Candidates

  Platform Party

 WELCOME Kaye Newberry, Ph.D. 
  Chair, Department of Accountancy and Taxation

 PRESENTATION OF COLORS UH Army ROTC Color Guard

 NATIONAL ANTHEM Moores School of Music

 COMMENCEMENT REMARKS Thomas George, Ph.D. 
  Interim Dean

 GREETINGS FROM THE UH SYSTEM The Honorable Andrew Z. Teoh 
 BOARD OF REGENTS Member

 PRESENTATION OF ACADEMIC HONORS  Richard Scamell, Ph.D. 
  Associate Dean, Student Affairs

 PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES Chair Newberry

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES  Interim Dean George

 CONCLUDING REMARKS Chair Newberry

 UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON ALMA MATER Moores School of Music

 RECESSIONAL Moores School of Music

The audience may remain seated during the Processional and Recessional. 
Family may take photographs and videos from their seats.
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University of Houston
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer (highest GPA) - 5 Dean’s Award

Spring 2019

Bachelor of Business 
Administration
Kamran M. Abdullah 3
Zabdiel Abeja
David A. Aburto 3
Nebil Nurhassen Adam Omer 2
Virginia Tahia Adkins 3
Afam Joseph Agbu 3
Crystal Marie Aguilar
Jacob P. Aguilera 1
Annie S. Ahmad 3
Bilal Ahmed 3
Hana Saud Ahmed 1
Syed Swaleh Ahmed 2
Angelical J. Aigbokhan 2
Alif Ajani 3
Elsa Esperanza Alberty 1
Karen L. Albineda 3
Damian Seth Aldridge
Biagio J. Alessandrello 2
Ali Hussain Ali 1
Baqir S. Ali 3
Beenish Ali
Kaeem S. Ali 3
Rohail R. Ali 1
Zayaan Ali
Rammy O. Allouche 1
Alhussain Ashraf Almihdhar 2
Ridha Altaf 3
Jocelyn Ines Alvarado
Milwar S. Alvarado 2
Cynthia M. Alvarez Barragan
Jacqueline Vanessa Andrade
Aneel A. Anwar 2
Christopher Aquino 3
Ramiro C. Arenas
Varun Arora 3
Oscar Arredondo III 3
Itzel Guadalupe Arriaga 1
Yolanda Martina Asumu, Jr. 3
Victoria Ka Yan Au-Yeung 3
Erick Avalos

Alejandra Avendano
Paulo Mauricio Avila 1
Xena S. Ayala 3
Hurma M. Ayoob 2
Khaled Azeem 3
Xue Bai 3
Erica Bailey 3
Laura Balcacer 3
William Travis Balleza
Amanda L. Barreto 2
Nellie Bauman
Mustafa Bell
Mohammad Abdullah Beydoun 3
Armaan Karim Bhimani 2
Lauren D. Bo
Zachary Alexander Boyle
Alexander C. Bridges
David Tyler Bridgewater
Cassandra C. Briones
Rachel C. Broderick 2
Alexander K. Brogan 3
Brianna Kelsey Brosch 3
Justin Elliot Brown 2
Kirby Bucker 1
Naveed Karim Budhwani
Sarah Buzzelli 1
Cruz Raquel Cabrales
Andrea Cabrera Moreno
Karla Lizbet Carbajal
Giovanna Giselle Carrera
Tyler J. Carter 3
Clayton A. Castellanos
Jorge Antonio Castillo 1
Kierra Yvette Castleberry 2
Nicole A. Cazares
Maria Guadalupe Cedillo Cruz
Brian Chau 2
Elizabeth Chau 3
Tanya Cheng 2
Vinh Ethan Thanh The Chu
Kwang Won Chung
Clinton Clark

Patrick J. Coale 2
Rena A. Cohen-Kurzrock 1
Letonya Mae Dee Coleman 3
Austin A. Collum 1
Daniel Scott Colon
Shilah Contreras
Phoebe Kathleen Cooper
Samuel L. Cooper 2
Timothy Brennan Cormier
Cristian Cornejo 3
Karen Coronilla 3
Katherine A. Corrigan 3
Jesse Cortez
Filip Douglas Crabbs
Randy Sebastian Cueto Campos 2
Alexander Cuevas 3
Kennedy B. Curry 3
Ivan Curtovic
Ayman A. Dabibi 1
Mohammed H. Dada 3
James R. Daigler
Marie Y. Daly 3
Duy Thanh Dang 2
Rodger B. Davis
Alex De Leon
Sabrina De Leon
Carlos G. Deandar
Johnny Leo Deforest, Jr
Gloria Gabriela Degracia
Jeremiah Deleon
Laura Ashley Delgado
Jadelyn Fernando Delgado-Nava 3
Aly Sohail Dharsey 2
Isidore C. Dibia
Derek Gregory Dickerson 3
Nicole Alissa Dillon
Tiffany Q. Do
Kayla M. Doan 1
Jacqueline Annie Duong 3
Courtney Eck 1
Nello Tseyisan Edematie 3
Alexander Antoine El Kareh
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University of Houston
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer (highest GPA) - 5 Dean’s Award

Sara Assaad El-Loubani 3
Julissa A. Enriquez 2
Isabel Escamilla 2
Andrea Celeste Escobar 3
Anthony Estrada
Santiago Estupinan 3
Emma M. Eyvazian 1
James Edward Ezernack 3
Antonios Fady 1
Peyton Rex Fane 3
Mohammad Oneeb Farooq
Tazeen Fatima
Raveen Joshua Fernando 2
Tristan Mallard Fleming
Justin C. Flint 3
Andrew J. Flores
Karelyn M. Flores 3
Maritza Mariela Flores 2
Alonte Devon Fontenot 3
Anne Helena Ford
Kevin J. Ford
Nicholas Dewayne Foster
Gregory Fraire
Daniel Joseph Frank 3
Raymond Q. Fung 3
Tomas O. Galvan
Viviana Garay
Chelsea A. Garcia
Eduardo Garcia
Jeffrey R. Garcia 1
Jose Armando Garcia
Moises Garcia 3
Nicole Esperanza Garcia 3
Arely V. Garza 3
Timothy Luke Garza
Tiffany Kikuhara George
Shivani Atul Ghadia
Zeydy Gil
Chandler Jean Gonzales
Christopher Carreon Gonzales
Jassiel Johanan Gonzalez
Jessica Gonzalez
Steven Michael Gonzalez
Thomas J. Gonzalez

Sinai De Los Angeles 
Gonzalez Fuentes 3

Justin Daniel Goodall 3
Daniel Anthony Gosselin 2
Adolfo Javier Gracia Escamilla 2
Benjamin Patrick Granger
Keira Gray
Mallory P. Greene 1
Mitchell Alexander Grohmann 3
Isaac P. Gross 2
Gabriel Guillen
Aaradhana Gupta 1
Kathryn B. Gutierrez 3
Xavier Antonio Guzman 3
Dara D. Hall 3
Dalila Saad Hamdi
Natasha Hameed 3
Osama Hanif
Henry Hao 2
Wafeeq Syed Haq 2
Jasim S. Hasan
Mohammad Mahmood Hasan
Zayesha Hasan 2
Kazi Navid Hassan 3
Daniel Heavin 1
Samuel B. Heckman 2
Connor M. Hendricks
Dicari Henry 2
Acxiri Sadai Hernandez
Jenny Alexandra Hernandez
Miguel E. Hernandez
Kafia Ahmed Hersi
Musse Hersi
Thanh Tai Thi Ho 3
Wing Yi Ho
Giao P. Hoang 3
Nhu Thi Quynh Hoang 3
Nicole Elizabeth Hoekstra 2
Taylor Holt 3
Kaleigh Breanne Homminga
Kevin S. Hong
Aaron R. Hurd
Muizz Hussain 2
Stephanie Huynh
Tin T. Huynh 3

Jessica Grace Hyams 3
Shifa Irfan Ibrahim 1
Kabir A. Idrees 3
Odigie Kyle Igene
Marium Imran
Megan Ruth Ingledew 2
Krystal C. Ip 3
Shazib Iqbal 3
Kendall A. Isola
Adrian Jackson 3
Elizabeth K. Jackson
Lalah Jackson 3
Erika Jo Jacobs
Syed Mehdi Jafri
Dhruvit Kamlesh Jain 2
Ian T. Jefferies 3
Vanessa Morales Jerez
Hao Jiang
Kevin Jiang 3
Saul Alexander Jimenez Guevara
Sagar S. Joseph
Aaron James Kane 1
Osama Kaplan 2
Sanif B. Karedia
Amrit Kathuria 3
Kamalpreet K. Kaur 3
Hannah Dawn Keith 3
Augustine Sylvie Kenfack Sonfack
Shannon M. Kennedy
Ali Tanveer Khan
Furqan Ali Khan
Ghanya Khan
Hamza A Khan
Mahnoor Khan 3
Mohammad Waqui Jawad Khan 3
Rimsha Khan
Sana T. Khan
Zain A. Khan 3
Anny Khowaja
Roger Khuu 2
Aaron Michael Knight 3
Betty A. Koshy 2
Gilles Cedric N'Da Kouame
Joseph Youseff Koutani 3
Kayla B. Kraft 3
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University of Houston
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer (highest GPA) - 5 Dean’s Award

Casey L. Kral 3
Benjamin Ambat Kurian
Rachel Kay Kuruvila 2
Tam M. La 2
Linh Nhat Lam 3
Maggie Lam 3
Erica Landaverde-Molinero 2
Dominik A. J. Lara
Kien T. Le 2
Michelle Phuong Uyen Trinh Le
Nha Tuan Le 1
Cassie Marina Leal
Andelien M. Lee 3
Bradley P. Lee
Justin M. Lee 3
Rachel A. Lee 3
Eduardo Leon
Ya Xing Li 2
Sharon Liu 3
Eric A. Lopez 3
Katy Zarai Lopez
Ruth Yajaira Lopez-Hernandez
Kylie Ka Yan Lui 2
Christopher Matthew Lunde 3
Marita May Ling Luo 2
Courtney M. Ma 1
Syed Mohammad Mahdi 2
Hung Duy Mai 1
Thao P. Mai
Hadia S. Makda 3
Muniza S. Maknojiya
Fahmeda Homaira Mannan 2
Soha S. Maradiya 3
Asad A. Maredia
Mayra Marin Benitez
Graciela Marquina Ramirez 1
Carson Alan Marth
David Martin 3
Charles A. Martinez 1
Patricia Martinez 3
Raul Martinez 3
Henry Jesus Mata 3
Aisha Matin 1
Brandon Reed McAlister
Sharlicia Mceachnie

Kiana Kashae McGowan 2
James M. McLeod II
Rachel Marie Meade 1
Kollin K. Meadows 1
Bryan A. Medina 3
Daniela Mejia
Gent Adam Memeti 2
Jorge Nacim Miguel
Dante Christian Milanesi 3
Christina Michelle Minaschek 2
Priscilla Harbert Mlay
Rasul Moaddab 2
Rahmet S. Mohamed 3
Arzishna Momin
Faizaan Amiruddin Momin 3
Justin Anthony Monych 1
Camilo Andres Mora
Nicholas Andrew Mora 3
America Moreno 1
Tyler Morland 2
Brianna G. Mosby 3
Karim M. Motani 1
Ian Kendall Mower
Syeda S. Mubarak 3
Daniel Steven Mueller 3
Sakshi Multani
Sara Muwaqet
Balqees Naseem 3
Jordane L. Navarrete
Alberto Andres Navarro Pastrana 3
Preston Edward Ng 2
Phuong Hanh Ngo
Tien To Ngo 1
Alexander D. Nguyen 2
Aria Tram Nguyen
Daniel P. Nguyen
David H. Nguyen 2
Dylan V. Nguyen 3
Hieu Hanh V. Nguyen 2
Jen Vu Nguyen
Jeremy Andrew Nguyen
Jonathan H. Nguyen 3
Josephine P. Nguyen
Khanhlinh Hoang Nguyen 2
Laura Phuongmi Nguyen

Lisa Vo Nguyen 2
Nathan Nguyen 3
Ngan K. Nguyen 3
Nguyen H. Nguyen 1
Nhan Trung Nguyen 3
Nhi Thi Tuyet Nguyen
Nhu T. Q. Nguyen
Phuc Van Nguyen 3
Sophia Quynh Tram Nguyen 3
Stephanie T. Nguyen 3
Toan Minh Nguyen
Tram Tran Hue Nguyen
Yen Thi Kim Nguyen
Kosieme Ogorchukwu Njoku
William A. Noble
Melisa Nocioni 3
Fahad M. Noormohammed 3
Brian T. Noriega 1
Enock A. Nyaenya
Paola A. Obispo 2
Margaret Obot
Adam J. Ojeda
Shady Blal Omran 2
Adan Organista 2
Anthony R. Ortega
Bonita Kary Ortega
Katrina Ann Ortega
Luis F. Ortiz
Adefunke Azeezat Oshobu
Ajla Palic 3
Enrique Pantoja 1
Sruthi Parameswaran Moothath
Logan E. Parker 3
Avinash Patel 3
Chandni Deepak Patel 2
Himanshu Biren Patel
Nirmal A. Patel 2
Raj P. Patel 2
Vivek V. Patel 1
Emily Patella 1
Jake Kameron Patterson 2
Fatih Y. Pecen 3
Drake Charles Pechous
Jieou Peng
Sofia Andrea Peredo 2
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University of Houston
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer (highest GPA) - 5 Dean’s Award

Jazmin Perez 3
Juan A. Perez
Praboda M. Perikala 1
Jenniffer M. Perkins 2
Mario Enrique Perla 3
Ngoc Nhu Quynh Pham 2
Stephanie Pham 3
Thuy Hang Pham 1
Victor H. Pham 3
Tram B. Phan
Cindy Phung 3
Phuong Thuc Phung 2
Alessandra Pitassi 3
Alishan Prasala
Cole Wilson Price 2
Tionne Symone Price
Krystal D. Punch
Anum Abdul Rahim 3
Akbar Rahim Rahman
Quazi Dipro Sadaquat Rahman 1
Claudia Joemi Ramirez 3
Andres Ramos
Jocelyn Esthephanie Ramos 2
Federico Rangel
Zainab Rashid
Rashelle Shennay Raynor
David A. Reamer
Michael Anthony Reyes 3
Xavier Oscar Reyes 3
Ariana Reyna
Richard Ricondo 2
Richard Anthony Rivas 3
Sadam Missael Rivera 2
Syed Rizvi 3
Zuhare Muhammad Rizvon
Anneke Lauren Robertson 3
Isaias Rodriguez
Jackelin Rodriguez 2
Jose G. Rodriguez
Janet Rocio Rojas 3
Jennifer Romero
Nathaniel Elexander Roper
Francis C. Rosales-Ruiz
Haneen Sada
Samia Asrar Saeed

Crystal Sanchez
Kathleen Marlene Sanchez 3
Steven Sanchez
Blake Ashton Sandoval 3
Tyler Wade Sanford 3
Richard Santana 2
Brandon Joseph Sarahs 3
Najibullah Sarwari 2
Pierre Ernesto Schlaefli Begueria
Shelby Schlueter
Kacey Fay Schoenemann
Jacob T. Scott
Liliana L. Sequera
Kenneth Sessums 3
Rasinie Karen Seunsom 2
Aashi G. Shah 1
Sakshi K. Shah 2
Nadia Abubakr Shaheen
Meera Lynn Shahin 3
Hammad Talat Shaikh
Sadiya Asif Shaikh
Bobby Don Sharp 3
Trey Alexander Shedrick 2
Alan R. Sheppard 1
Robert Arthur Sheppard II 2
Michael Tyler Sherman 3
David A. Silveira 3
Alexis Silverstone
Kathryn E. Sirrieh
Zaid Rafie Smadi
Jacob William Smith 3
Layton R. Smith
Akshay Soman 2
Ying Song
Caleb T. Spencer
Pratana Spradley
Julian N. Staehely
Ethan J. Stanley 2
Shannon Jennifer Steele 2
Simon Allen Causing Su
Paras Sukho
Saniff Jawed Sunesara 2
Talal Muhammad Syed
Nicolay Michael Sysyn 3
Anh Phuong Ta 3

Julio Eduardo Taffinder 2
Kevin Kayvon Taheri 2
Roy Tahtouh 2
Magaly Tapia 3
Andrew Zheng Teoh 1, 4
Cynthia Thai 3
Dang My Hoa Thai 2
Khushaal Deepak Thakkar 2
Kristin Marie Thompson
Viet Hoang To
Brian Ton 2
Jennifer Tong 3
Colby Toralba
Anthony J. Torres 2
Erika Tovar 3
Dylan Duy Tran
Johnny M. Tran 2
Sandra Tran
Thi Xuan Sang Tran 3
Trinh Le Phuong Tran 2
Jose Arturo Treviño 3
Chloe Noel Trevizo
Anna Duyen Truong 3
Minh Quang Truong 3
Hina Farrukh Uddin 2
Efe J. Umaka 1
Tammie M. Urban
Zainab Usmani 3
Safa Vaid 2
Jocelyn Valadez
David Valencia
Samuel T. Vallance 3
Charles Robert Kyle Vance 2
Brooke N. Vannoy 3
Bessie Babu Varghese 3
Wyatt B. Vascoe 3
Nazima A. Veerani
Rabab Vejlani 2
Cathrine Vela
Dakota H. Villarreal
Maricela Villegas 3
Kiran Virani 3
Kayla N. Vo 1
Kiet Van Vo
Muhammad W. Vohra 1
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Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer (highest GPA) - 5 Dean’s Award

Serra Vu 2
Siyu Wang 2
Conner W. Wilburn
Sarah Vaughan Wilburn 1
Grant Addison Willis
Andrea Wu 1

Kelvin M. Yamaguchi
Chase Yates 3
Kasey Yount 3
Abraham M. Yousef 2
Ivan Zamarripa 2
Fernando Zambrano, Jr.
Sol Agustina Zangrandi 2

Catarina Magdalena Zapeta
Cindy Zelaya
Fei Zhang 3
Hongyang Zheng
Wenye Zou 2
Harrison T. Zvonek

Summer 2019
Pedro Celestino Aguirre De La Cruz 2
Shahed M. Alqadi 3
Akif Iqbal Alvi
Christine Arabian
Daniyal Arif
Nancy Melissa Cardona
Seong Min Choi
Judy Nga Dang 2
Hassan Elmasri
Osayuwa Precious Evbayiro
Zechariah Michael Felton

Frankie Golden
Rafael Huerta 2
Jesus A. Ledesma
Michael Ledgerwood
Roberto Lopez 3
Isbah Mehar 1
Vannesa M. Moreno
Mailynn Nguyen
Alex Jamal Nivose
Meena Noor
Elizabeth Ella Peña

Jonathan Thien Pham
Shina Rasooli
Miguel Alexander Serrano 3
Othman Nabil Shahin 1
Sherjeel Ahmed Shaikh
Nadine S. Talje 2
Karen Truong
Christopher William Turner
Ariana McKenzie Welch
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Message from the Dean

Graduation marks a milestone in your educational career. On behalf 
of our faculty and staff, I want to congratulate you on this significant 
achievement. As dean of the College of Education, I am proud of 
your academic success and look forward to seeing your impact in 
our communities — through teaching, leadership, health promotion, 
counseling, research and more.

As an alumnus and donor, I want to encourage you to stay involved and 
to participate with the College of Education Alumni Association. There are multiple ways to 
give back, including supporting scholarships to help future students graduate. I invite you to 
learn more and to stay connected at uh.edu/education.

Thank you for choosing the College of Education. Many of you are the first in your families 
to graduate from college, and I know you will inspire future generations. I’m confident that 
all our graduates will continue to transform lives in Houston and beyond. You are the pride.

Go Coogs!

Robert H. McPherson, Ph.D. 
Dean and Professor 
Elizabeth D. Rockwell Endowed Dean’s Chair
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University of Houston
College of Education

Commencement Ceremony 
Thursday, May 9, 2019, 6 p.m. 
Fertitta Center

 PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music

  Honorary Grand Marshal and Associate Marshals

  College Banner Bearers

  Assistant Marshals

  Faculty

  Candidates for Graduation

  Platform Party

 PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS UH Army ROTC Color Guard

 NATIONAL ANTHEM Moores School of Music

 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION Jonathan P. Schwartz, Ph.D. 
 OF THE PLATFORM PARTY Associate Dean of Graduate Studies

 GREETINGS FROM THE UH SYSTEM  The Honorable Paula M. Mendoza 
 BOARD OF REGENTS Secretary

 ALUMNI ADDRESS Michael Pede (’89) 
  Associate Vice President, Alumni Relations

 COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER Ayodele Shofoluwe 
  Chief Executive Officer and Founder of PeacexPiece, Inc.

 PRESENTATION OF ACADEMIC HONORS Teresa Edgar, Ed.D. 
 AND DEGREE CANDIDATES Associate Dean of Undergraduate Studies

 DOCTORAL CANDIDATES Robert McPherson, Ph.D. 
  Dean and Professor 
  Elizabeth D. Rockwell Endowed Dean’s Chair

 MASTER’S CANDIDATES Assiciate Dean Schwartz

 BACHELOR’S CANDIDATES Teresa Edgar, Ed.D.

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES Dean McPherson 
  AND CLOSING REMARKS

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music

 RECESSIONAL Moores School of Music
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University of Houston
College of Education

Commencement Speaker

Ayodele Shofoluwe

Ayodele Shofoluwe is a 2019 graduate of the University of 
Houston with a Bachelor of Science in teaching and learning. He 
represented the College of Education as a senator in the Student 
Government Association. He is the chief executive officer and 
founder of PeacexPiece, Inc., a philanthropic organization dedicated 
to empowering people through the advancement of the arts and 
bringing awareness to issues of concern in the community. In 2018, 

the organization raised funds to benefit Texas Children’s Hospital Cancer Center and 
also created exposure for young performing artists at the inaugural PeaceXCulture Fest. 
He was selected to participate in the National Black Male Educators Conference in 
Philadelphia in October 2018. Shofoluwe is an advocate for social justice and is committed 
to the education and development of the next generation of exemplary leaders. He is 
currently a first-grade educator in the Lamar Consolidated Independent School District.
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University of Houston
College of Education

Candidates for Graduation

Spring 2019

Doctor of Education

Curriculum and Instruction
Jeffrey Charles Gricar

Faculty Job Satisfaction at a Health 
Science Community College
Advisor: Dr. Bernard Robin

Sofia A. John
Evaluating Student Outcomes for the 
Early Alert System Used For At-Risk 
Nursing Student Remediation
Advisor: Dr. Robert Hausmann

Murat Kalayci
Using 3D Printing as an Instructional 
Tool to Support STEM Education
Advisor: Dr. Bernard Robin

Deborah L. McCrea
Examining the Educational Pathways and 
other Antecedents of Nurse Practitioners 
who work in the Emergency Care Setting 
as Predictors of Future Perceptions of 
Competence and Capability
Advisor: Dr. Robert Hausmann

Johnny T. Morse
Perceptions of Technology Integration
Advisor: Dr. Cameron White

Willette Francine Trotty - Aubrey
Perspectives of Educators on 
Implementing Instructional Coaching in 
an Urban Secondary Science Department: 
A District Study
Advisor: Dr. Cameron White

Ramon Villegas, Jr.
The Effectiveness of a Self-Report Survey 
to Identify At-Risk Students to Provide 
Cognitive and Non-Cognitive Resources 
During their First Year at a Community 
College
Advisor: Dr. Sara McNeil

Educational Leadership 
and Policy Studies
Elizabeth Adams

Access and Information Testimony in the 
Texas Senate Education Committee
Advisor: Dr. Bradley Carpenter

Alexis Saperstein Bare
The Impact of Differentiated Virtual 
Book Clubs on Summer Reading Growth 
for Entering Fourth and Fifth Grade 
Students
Advisor: Dr. Shawn Kent

Donna Lynn Clark
Implementation of College and Career 
Readiness in Texas: A Comparative Case 
Study of How Stake-holders Make Sense 
of House Bill 5
Advisor: Dr. Virginia Snodgrass Rangel

Leticia Guzman
Implementation of a Two-way Dual 
Language Program in a Rural Setting
Advisor: Dr. Ruth López

Sumiko Ykee Hamilton
The Impact of a Capacity Building 
Opportunity for Parents of Children 
with Disabilities on Their Self-reported 
Knowledge and Skill Levels to Support 
their Children to Generalize Behaviors?
Advisor: Dr. Shawn Kent

Deborah Carol Harris
Ten African American Women’s 
Advancement in Public Education: 
Houston Phenomenological Study
Advisor: Dr. Bradley Carpenter

Camedra Loree Jefferson
Leaders Bridging the Opportunity Gap: 
The Implementation of a District-wide 
Literacy Initiative in an Urban School 
District
Advisor: Dr. Keith Butcher

Marina McCormick
An Analysis of Texas’ Professional 
Learning Efforts in Deaf, Blindness and 
the Effect on Teacher Self-Efficacy
Advisor: Dr. Shawn Kent

Gregory A. Meyers
Texas School Accountability: A Blueprint 
For Literacy
Advisor: Dr. Virginia Snodgrass Rangel

Jasmin Peraza
An Examination of Instructional 
Coaching and Teacher Retention: A Case 
Study
Advisor: Dr. Bradley Carpenter

Renee Ann Silliman
Increasing Veteran Teacher Efficacy 
Through Instructional Coaching 
Relationships Using Videotaped 
Observations
Advisor: Dr. Bradley Carpenter

Doctor of Philosophy

Curriculum and Instruction
Natalia A. Bondar

Composition Organization and 
Development Analysis (CODA) 
Scale: Criteria-Referenced Formative 
Assessment for Argumentative Essay 
Revision
Advisor: Dr. Lee Mountain

Educational Leadership 
and Policy Studies
Rickey Frierson

Understanding the Leadership 
Experiences and Competencies Necessary 
to Advance Diversity and Inclusion in 
Higher Education
Advisor: Dr. Lyle McKinney

Marissa R. Moreno
The Impact of Academic Momentum on 
Postsecondary Matriculation and Degree 
Attainment among Early College High 
School Students
Advisor: Dr. Lyle McKinney

Psychological, Health 
and Learning Sciences
(Formerly known as Educational Psychology)

Jacqueline Anderson
The Effects of a School-based Mentoring 
Program on Adolescent’s Well-being: 
A Dual-Factor Model Perspective of 
Mental Health
Advisor: Dr. Jorge Gonzalez

Ayse Balaman
Cognitive Dissonance in College Students
Advisor: Dr. Sascha Hein

Lauren Elizabeth Irwin
The Role of Self-Regulation in STEM 
Student Retention to Graduation
Advisor: Dr. Jacqueline Hawkins
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Amber Kamdar-Sharif
Decision Making and Life Satisfaction in 
Asian and Non-Asian STEM
Advisor: Dr. Margit Wiesner

Nan Li
Why do Achievement Motivation 
Promote Academic Engagement in 
Engineering?  The Role of Identity 
Formation
Advisor: Dr. Weihua Fan

Amanda M. Long
#NoFilter: Examining the Relationship 
Among Online Photo Manipulation 
and Mental Health Variables of African 
American Women
Advisor: Dr. Nicole Coleman

Madeline D. Racine
Identifying Early Concerns about Autism 
Spectrum Disorder: The Influence of 
Ethnicity in Primary Care Decision-
Making
Advisor: Dr. Sarah Mire

Tiffany J. Roosa
Identifying Predictors of Professional 
Master’s Degree Completion at a Highly 
Diverse Research University
Advisor: Dr. Lyle McKinney

Hannah Lynn Samaha
Examining the Effectiveness and Usability 
of Behavioral Consultation Delivered 
Through Videoconferencing
Advisor: Dr. Milena Keller-Margulis

Master of Education

Curriculum and Instruction
Astrid M. Alvarez
Yazan Amin Amin
Fatimat Audu
Kamari Beard
Darvell Bivens
Jaclyn Black
Michelle R. Broussard
Maria P. Calderon Fernandez
Lisa Marie Campbell
Sarah Theresa Christian
Angelica Contreras
Erika V. Cruz

Joseli Cruz-Galera
Elizabeth Michaelle Cummings
Krystal Amber Deshais
Omar Enrique Elizondo
Gabriela Gonzalez
Sofia E. Guerrero
Haley Haavik
Aiman Jafar Hassan
Megan Elizabeth Holland
Annemarie Joyce Howard
Dillon Thomas Kent
Terri Kurpgeweit
Alecmonique A Lawrence
Tiffany Amy Liang
Andrea Krsnak Manka
Trisha L. Odem
Cristina Themis Otero
Maribel Ramirez
Heily Rangel
Ana M. Rejas
Alyson Rhodes
Avis A. Sampson
Laura E. Sandling
Krystal Joy Singh
Jennifer Marie Skinner
Brenda Lisette Tetreault
Sandra J. Therrell
Leslie Chinenye Ukandu
John Wesley Upshaw
Christina Nicole Valencia
Imelda Renee Valencia
Gregory Charles Valentine
Dia E. Vasquez
Zhejun Wang
Brandi Autumn Yu

Educational Leadership 
and Policy Studies
Liza Naomi Abrams
Jennifer Nicole Alvarado 4
Robert Alexander Awkward
Marlo Bitter
Cassandra I. Butcher
Carla Alejandra Castillo
Bianca Dela Vega

Kenzie Drexler
Andrea Eller
Adalia Espinosa
Ashley N. Fontenot
Rachel Gordillo
Yonelly Gutierrez
Stephanie Lorena Hernandez
Melissa Iracheta
Porsha Watford Kwasikpui
Gilberto Lizalde
Lucila Martinez4

Molly Niemczyk
Mosunmola Olusanya
Asia Woods

Psychological, Health 
and Learning Sciences
(Formerly known as Educational Psychology)

Jordan Allison
Madiha Anas
Ellen Rainey Atkinson
Anusha R. Atmakuri
Griselda Barba
Melissa Burks
Madalyn Tierney Crowley
Rosalyn Marie Detranaltes
Europa G. Garcia
Ashley Garcia
Rachel V. Hobbins
Ee Shin Hum
Blaine Hummel
Alison Jordan
Araceli Onofre
Gerranda Poole
Brittany Denise-Helen Rogers
Josephine Geehae Roh
Alexandra Michelle Slaughter
Donald Arthur Snow

Bachelor of Arts

Psychological, Health 
and Learning Sciences
(Formerly known as Educational Psychology)

Samantha Abigail Berumen
Karina Fajardo

University of Houston
College of Education

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (Highest GPA)
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Breslyn Bren McCrory
Yoali Navarro
Juan Felipe Patino 1
Dana M. Rodriguez 2
Laura Karina Vargas 2

Bachelor of Science

Curriculum and Instruction
Yesenia Alberto 2
Carina Alicia Alcantara 2
Mariana Alfaro 2
Haylee Kay Anderson
Lus Elena Arellano 1
Cinthia D. Avila 1
Damaris Banda-Avalos 1
Yadira Banuelos
Melissa M. Barboza 1
Rachel Randi Barnes 2
Astyn Emon Battin 2
Brianna Sierra Baxter
Marcela Berrones
Sarah Rabia Bhanji
Jayson Darren Bijak 1
Vanessa Lynn Birdsong2

Lauren R. Brisbin
Katelynn Brown
Shelby Brown 2
Tonantzin Mabel Castillo
Sophia Chen 1
Kelly Le Chung 2
Remy Tucker Colton
Rusty Cruz
Melissa Nohemi De Leon 2
Brenda Nicole DeLuna
Nicole Ashleigh Drake 2
Damaris Duarte Dueñas
April I. Duran 1
Kirstie Grace Eadeh
Lawrence Ekeke
Nancy Escobar 2
Veronica Anna-Raquel Estimbo
Anna T. Flores
Bianca Flores
Joanna Nicole Flores 2

Johnny I. Flores
Laura Victoria Flores
Tobi Forren
Gabriela Garza
Jeanette Garza 2
Shelly Garza
John Jairo Gaviria
Melissa Giron
Amalia S Gomez
Amanda Veronica Gonzalez
Marissa Loren Gonzalez
Mayra Luisa Guerra 2
Megan Elizabeth Harper
Holli Nicole Hartman 2
Allison Jane Hayes
Hannah Renee Herbst 2
Joselyn Hernandez
Yerali Noemi Hernandez 1
Angela Hoang 1
Kallie Rae Holtkamp 1
Lesley J. Hughes
Emily Hutsen 1, 4
Ila Grace Hyams 2
Asia James
Jordan E. Jensen 2
Noor Kachmar
Krystal Terencio Kennedy 2
Jeanie Suk Kim 1
Verenice Lara
Karen M. Lazcano 2
Alyssa M. Lopez
Caroline Nieves Lopez 2
Daisy Lopez
Yajaira Lopez Conde2
Monica I. Lux2

Alejandrina Martinez 2
Cinthia G. Martinez
Yanely Martinez 1
Maria Lucia Mata 1
Katy N. McGrath
Alejandra Medellin
Karina Jeanette Medrano
Yazmin Mendez 1
Kohleen Mendoza
Ahlem Merchant

Maria Del Rosario Morales 2
Kimberly Moreno
Harlie M. Mudie 2
Angelica Teresa Munoz
Megan LaDelle Naquin
David Nguyen 2
Minh Tu Thi Nguyen 2
Tracy Nguyen
Kimberly Ochoa 2
Alyssa R Palacios
Muhammad S. Parekh 1
Alex Phung 1
Linda Marisol Portillo
Devon Anne Proctor 2
Megan Theresa Proulx1

Elyse Nicole Ramos
Amanda Lyn Ransford 1
Emilee Nicole Reed
Kenia Reyes 1
Karen Rivas
Cesia Aracely Rivera 2
Jennifer Emilleth Rivera
Zoe A. Rivera
Jennifer Ivette Rodas
Eileen Veronica Rodriguez
Maria V. Rodriguez 2
Andrea Susana Rodriguez Tamez
Isabel Ruiz 2
Gabrielle E. Salton
Priscilla Sambrano 1
Chelsea M. Sanchez 2
Cynthia Maria Sarmiento-Arroyo
Rosa Elvia Serrano
Kanwal Shiwani 1
Ayodele A. Shofoluwe
Rachel Elizabeth Sills 2
Rebecca L. Simpkins1
Taylor Fahl Simpson
Marissa Sistrunk1

Andrew Donald Slack
Lauren Raye Smajstrla 2
Mackenzie Smith 2
Morgan Renae Smith 1
Stacey Lauren Stary 2
Emily Nicole Stavinoha

University of Houston
College of Education

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (Highest GPA)
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Alexis Noel Stewart 3
Shea N. Stooksberry 3
Phuong Trinh Tao 3
Taylor Nicole Thiel
Brandon Abraham Thomas 2
Tori Ann Tilghman 1
Thom T. Tran 3
Vanessa Rose Trejo 2
Nayab Shamsuddin Vapiwalla
Marina S. Velazquez
Alejandra Elena Villanueva
Taylor Ann Vinnels 1
Jordin Evalara Wilkins
Jeroy Steven Williams 3
Lee A. Witt 3
Megan Wright 2
Sarah S. Yi 1
Ayse Sevda Yigit 2

Psychological, Health 
and Learning Sciences
(Formerly known as Educational Psychology)

Stephanie Chiamaka Achonye 2
Victoria Faith Adewole
Hufsa Ahmad 1
Dimicho J. Albert, Jr. 1
Chelsy Aledia 3
Safa Ali 2
Sayyeda Maheen Ali
Omer Muhammad Aliuddin
Kajal B. Amin 2
Guadalupe Argueta
Cynthia Ayala 3
Zoya B. Ayaz
Shaha Tariq Aziz 3
Rebecca Eilene Melissa Baker
Cynthia P. Banwell 2
Laura Bedini 2
Alexis Bernal
Iana Rose Bernas
Savannah Elizabeth Block
Zachry D. Boubel 3
Ariel J. Brown 3
Mallory Burns
Artisha R. Bush

Gabrielle Paez Cabangon
Angie Odalis Cabrera
Gabriela Castaneda
Dawn L. Chafin 3
Stephanie Nallely Chavez 3
Amrit K. Chhina 1
Kerrie Ngozi Chikata 2
Jamila Shanay Clay-Arnold
Rebecca Lynn Coleman 2
Dontray J. Crump 2
Corey R. Davis
Latastia Unique Davis
Alessya Monic Delgado 2
Ashley Belen Diaz 3
Gabriela Diaz-Acosta 3
Hannie K. Do 2
Kyle James Dykstra
Omer Ibrahim El Maghraby 1
Tiffany Osaretin Ewere 3
Amanda Paige Ford
Hannah Marie Fritsch 1, 4
Michelle Frymire 2
Lynzi Raye Funk 3
Daniela Garcia 2
Riya Ghosh 2
Lawrence Granger
Ricardo Gutierrez
Sara Lynn Hansen 3
Taylor Marie Horton 2
Taylor R. Hubbard
Monica Hudgins
Deneshia Deshae Isaac
Bismah Ismail 2
Noor Ismail 1
Jerosh Jacob 1
Maryam Jamil
Nabiha Syeda Javeri
Keilan Michael Johnson 2
Trinel Antoinette Jones
Josee Kumba Kahambwe
Auroba Muzaffar Kahlon
Joseph Si Kha
Zainab Iman K-Hafizee
Amna Khan
Mubashra Khan

Srijana Kharel
Sierra Khosla 1
Melisa L. Kowis
Chynna Latson 3
Amere Davion Lattin 3
Christopher Trong Le 2
Hee Jung Lim 2
Angelle Gomez Llave 2
Margarita Enedelia Madrigal
Brielle Karla David Magno 3
Jessica Garcia Martinez 2
Reema M. Mehdi
Carlos Alberto Mendieta 3
Abdulrahman T. Morsi 2
Erica N. Muñoz
Alya W. Muses 2
Lena Musoka Mwape2
Alessandra Napieralski 2
Okwudili L. Nebeolisa 2
Alex Joseph Neiderhofer
Jennifer Holley Nelson 3
Tevin Jawan Nesbit
Vivian T. Nguyen 2
Megan Adelicia Nivens
Maria Walid Noun
Sarah Nunn 3
Piagre Lillian Obijiofor 3
Nadia Leonelle Oukodjeu Djayep 2
Natasha Pearl 2
Daisy Perez
Julian Peters
Genesis Pineda 3
Vivianne Ashley Pineda
Lawrenisha Latasha Pittman
Edith Pizano
Lauren Adele Preston 2
Justin Banderas Puente
Maha Qureshi 3
Mahad Ahmad Rana
Megan Simona Rios
Selenia Y. Rivera
Galen Vondell Robinson
Ascencion Rodarte
Anicia Lavette Rodriguez 3
Wesley Ray Rogers

University of Houston
College of Education

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (Highest GPA)
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Mariana Rojas
Crystal Abarico Salonga
Diana Karina Sanchez 3
Leonel Estrada Santibanez 2
Abdias Sapon 3
Taylor Scaife
Ali A. Shah 3
Giovanny A. Sigaran 2
Lauren A. Simon 2
Ivan S. Skarya 2

Evelyn E. Staley 3
Laayla Muhammad Tariq
Diamond N. Thomas 1
Maya A. Thomas 3
Kele Thompson 1, 4
Quang C. Tran
Simone Giselle Trevas 1
Loren Trujillo
Alina Valle 2
Shafeeq Virani 2

Aarti Walia 2
Megan Diane Whitehead
Jarrid M. Williams
Malari A. Williams 2
Jocelyn Guadalupe Yanez 1
Jahna Marie York 3
Ingrid Iridian Yrra Policarpo 1
Majda Zaied 2
Faiza Zaki 2
Jessica Ariel Zielinski

University of Houston
College of Education

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (Highest GPA)



Commencement Ceremony – Spring 2019 57

Message from the Dean

Dear Engineering Graduates,

By nature of you being here today, you are among the best, brightest 
and hardest working engineers the world has to offer.

You have made it through one of the most rigorous engineering 
programs in the country. During your time as an engineering 
student, you have collectively spent thousands of hours researching, 

volunteering and interning in the city of Houston, adding to the strength and vibrancy of 
our community. When you leave our labs and classrooms to embark on your careers, your 
professional contributions will have a resounding impact here, in the city of Houston and 
around the world.

You are the thinkers, doers and creators of our modern world. You will be the designers, 
builders, problem solvers and inventors of our tomorrow. Although you represent a wide 
variety of backgrounds and disciplines, as you walk across the stage to accept your diploma, 
you all have one thing in common: you are world-class engineers.

From here, the world is at your fingertips. Work hard, give back and trust in the knowledge 
you have acquired during your time as a student at the UH Cullen College of Engineering. 
Everything else will fall into place.

Congratulations, Cougar engineers! I look forward to seeing the impact your bright careers 
will have on our future and our world. Please stay in touch and fill me in on all of your 
successes: dean@egr.uh.edu.

Sincerely,

Joseph W. Tedesco 
Dean and Professor 
Elizabeth D. Rockwell Endowed Dean’s Chair
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University of Houston
Cullen College of Engineering

Commencement Ceremony 
Thursday, May 9, 2019, 9 a.m. 
Fertitta Center

 PROCESSIONAL Grand Marshal Chad Wilson 
  Instructional Associate Professor

  Leonard Trombetta 
  Associate Professor

  David Shattuck 
  Associate Professor

  Faculty

  Banner Bearer

  Platform Party

  Joseph W. Tedesco 
  Elizabeth D. Rockwell Endowed Dean and Professor

 PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS UH  Army ROTC Color Guard

 NATIONAL ANTHEM Moores School of Music

 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTORY REMARKS Dean Tedesco

 GREETINGS FROM THE UH SYSTEM The Honorable Durga D. Agrawal 
 BOARD OF REGENTS Member

 ALUMNI ADDRESS Michael Pede (’89) 
  Associate Vice President, Alumni Relations

 COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Chang Oh Turkmani

 PRESENTATION OF OUTSTANDING SENIORS Frank Claydon 
  Director of the Division of Undergraduate Programs  
  and Student Success

 THE HONORS COLLEGE HONORS Professor Claydon

 PRESENTATION AND HOODING OF Suresh Khator 
 DOCTORAL CANDIDATES Associate Dean for Graduate Programs and  
  Computing Faculties

 PRESENTATION OF MASTER’S CANDIDATES Associate Dean Khator

 PRESENTATION OF BACHELOR’S CANDIDATES Professor Claydon

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES Dean Tedesco 
 AND CLOSING REMARKS 

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music

 RECESSIONAL Moores School of Music

A reception will be held in the Engineering Building 1, Commons Area, 1st floor, immediately after the Ceremony.  
Refreshments will be served.
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University of Houston
Cullen College of Engineering

Commencement Speaker

Chang Oh Turkmani

Chang Oh Turkmani, is a member of the Engineering Leadership Board 
of the UH Cullen College of Engineering and a member of the University 
of Houston’s “Here, We Go” Campaign Executive Committee. 

She is the managing director and principal at The Mega Company of 
Washington, D.C., which she owns with her husband, Salah Turkmani 
(BSChE ’77, MSIE, MSChE ’78). She serves as financial advisor and debt 

negotiator to various East European governments and oversees all commercial and financial 
transactions concerning investment, countertrade and export contracts of commodities and 
industrial raw materials.  The company was selected by the U.S. Embassy in Romania as one of 
the most successful U.S. companies doing business in Romania.

Turkmani is also the principal of American Construction Technologies; managing director 
of Crest Energy; and managing director and principal of CDM Global – all in Romania. 
She is the principal and president of Blackwater Power Co., which works with Sargent 
& Lundy – the oldest U.S. engineering firm based in Chicago – and Korea Hydro and 
Nuclear Power Co. Ltd. on the refurbishment and restart of CANDU nuclear power 
plants in Eastern Europe. In addition, Turkmani has been an adjunct professor of law at 
Georgetown Law for 16 years. 

Before embarking on her business ventures, Turkmani practiced as an attorney at Patton, 
Boggs and Blow, where she focused on international trade cases covering anti-dumping, 
countervailing duties, governmental relations and legislative affairs. Previous to that, she 
worked within the Dow, Lohnes and Albertson’s International Trade Regulatory Practice.

Turkmani is a champion of education and is involved with several scholarship endowments: 
the Law Asia Scholarship at Georgetown Law, the Turkmani Family Scholarship at Cornell 
University and the Claudio Grossman Scholarship at the American University Washington 
School of Law. 

She was Alumna of the Year in 2016 at Georgetown and received UH’s Bridgebuilder Award 
in 2014. She is also a Dame in the Order of the Knights Templar.

Born in South Korea, Turkmani speaks seven languages – Korean, English, Spanish, 
Romanian, Portuguese, French and Arabic. She graduated with her Doctor of Jurisprudence 
( J.D.) degree from Georgetown University Law Center and from the Executive Program at 
Harvard University Law School. She earned her master’s and bachelor’s degrees in Spanish 
from Northwestern University.
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University of Houston
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Candidates for Graduation

Spring 2019

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Biomedical 
Engineering
Maya Gough

The Effect of Host Immunological Health 
State on Mycobacterium Infection
Advisor: Elebeoba May

Zohreh Karbaschi 

Milad Khorrami
Fabrication and Characterization 
of Bioactive Conjugated Polymer 
3D Microstructures for Organic 
Bioelectronics
Advisor: Dr. Mohammad Reza Abidian

Chih Hao Liu
Translational Optical Coherence 
Elastography
Advisor: Dr. Kirill Larin

Kian Torabian
Microfluidic Devices for the Diagnosis, 
Monitoring, and Filtration of Red Blood 
Cells by Morphology
Advisor: Dr. Sergey Shevkoplyas

Fan Yun Yen
3D Modeling of Chromosomes 
Territories in Normal and Aneuploid 
Nuclei
Advisor: Dr. Fatima A. Merchant

Chuan Zhang
Evaluation of Global Muscle 
Innervation using High-density Surface 
Electromyography
Advisor: Dr. Yingchun Zhang

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Chemical 
Engineering
Jay R. Adolacion

Quantifying the Kinetics of Immune 
Responses to Cancer: Applications in 
Serum Profiling and Single-Cell Biology
Advisor: Dr. Navin Varadarajan
Co-adviser: Richard Willson

Xingyue An
Single-cell functional profiling of 
lymphocytes for cancer immunotherapy
Advisor: Dr. Navin Varadarajan

Renjie Chen
Simulating Nanoparticle Dynamics in 
Polymer Solutions
Advisor: Dr. Jeremy C. Palmer

Na Park
Phase Behavior and Rheology of Colloids 
with Polymer-Mediated Attractions
Advisor: Dr. Jacinta C. Conrad

Pushpesh Sharma
Non-thermal Recovery of Bitumen using 
Cyclic Surfactant Solubilization
Advisor: Dr. Konstantinos Kostarelos

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Civil Engineering
Mahmoud Reda Thabt Manaa

Flexural Behavior and Design of Post-
tensioned Beams with Prestressing CFRP 
System
Advisor: Dr. Abdeldjelil Belarbi

Mahadi Masud
Non-Contact Lap Splices at 
Geometrically Dissimilar Bridge Column 
to Drilled Shaft Connections
Advisor: Dr. Yi-Lung Mo

Jamshaid Sawab
Composite Steel Plate Concrete (SC) 
Structures: Theory and Experiment
Advisor: Dr. Y. L. Mo

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Electrical 
Engineering

Ran Guo
A Feasible Method to Evaluate RF-
Induced Heating Behavior of Passive 
Orthopedic Implants in Human Body
Advisor: Dr. Ji Chen

Xiaohe Ji
Evaluation of MRI RF-Induced Heating 
Safety of Implanted Metallic Stents
Advisor: Dr. Ji Chen

Rupali Dagdu Mankar
Leveraging Spectra to Improve the 
Resolution and Usability of Mid-Infrared 
Biomedical Microscopy: A Case Study in 
Bone Marrow Grading
Adviser: Dr. David Mayerich

Parthasarathy Nayak
Soft-switched Bi-directional Single-stage 
AC-DC Power Converters for G2V and 
V2G Mode of Operation
Advisor: Dr. Kaushik Rajashekara

JingyiWang
Big Data Privacy Preservation for Cyber-
Physical Systems
Advisor: Dr. Miao Pan

Yibo Wang
Comprehensive Measurement System 
and Characterization for Electrical 
Properties of Composites
Advisor: Dr. Ji Chen

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Environmental 
Engineering
Pasan Chinthana Bandara

Multifunctional Graphene-Based 
Nanomaterials for Removal of Diverse 
Water Contaminants 
Advisor: Dr. Debora Frigi Rodrigues

Bo Cao
Nucleation and Growth of Calcium 
Carbonate and Calcium Sulfate from 
Solutions Close to Equilibrium
Advisor: Dr. Yandi Hu

Pooya Jafari
Simulation of NAPL Source and Plume 
Transport Characteristics Following 
Release of Fuel Alcohols
Advisor: Dr. William G. Rixey
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University of Houston
Cullen College of Engineering

Candidates for Graduation

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Geosensing Systems 
Engineering and 
Sciences
Zhiyue Sun

Estimating Glacier Ice Thickness and 
Mass Balance Using Multiple Spaceborne 
Geodetic Techniques
Advisor: Hyongki Lee

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Industrial 
Engineering
Azin Khabazian

Optimization of Radiation Therapy 
Treatment Planning considering Setup 
Uncertainty and Radiobiological Effects
Advisor: Dr. Gino Lim

Aein Khabazian
Systemic Risk Assessment and Mitigation 
in Financial Networks Based on 
Optimization Modeling and Techniques
Advisor: Dr. Jiming Peng

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Materials 
Engineering

Shaowei Song
Nanomaterials to Enhance the 
Performance of Thermoelectric Materials 
and Catalysts for Water Splitting
Advisor: Dr. Zhifeng Ren

Xu Wang
Flexible electronics: from innovative 
materials to novel devices and 
applications
Advisor: Cunjiang Yu

WenliYang
Low Temperature Synthesis Sapphire and 
Ruby and Their Applications
Advisors:  Dr.Stanko Brankovic and 

Dr. Francisco Robles

Qing Zhu
Characterization of Thermoelectric 
Materials: From Properties to Efficiencies
Advisor: Dr. Zhifeng Ren

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Mechanical 
Engineering
Anis Ben Yahia

AC Losses and Mechanical Propertis 
of Multifilamentary High Temperature 
Superconductor Tapes and Wires
Advisor: Dr. Venkat Selvamanickam

Wenbo Luo
Fabrication and Electromechanical Study 
of Symmetric Tape Round (STAR) ReBCO 
Wires
Advisor: Dr. Venkat Selvamanickam

Yuan Zhang
Development of REBCO Tapes on 
Non-Metallic Flexible Substrates for RF 
Applications
Advisor: Dr. Venkat Selvamanickam

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Petroleum 
Engineering
Mariia Bychina

Model for Linear Flow Observed Before 
Closure in Diagnostic Fracture Injection 
Tests
Advisor: Dr. Christine Ehlig-
Economides

Wenfeng Li
Upscaling the Geomechanical Properties 
of Shale Formations from Drill Cuttings
Advisor: Dr. Ahmad Sakhaee-Pour

Ben Xu
Shale Gas Production Forecasting using 
Reservoir Simulation with Hydraulic 
Fracture Mapping 
Advisor: Dr. Guan Qin

Master of Science in 
Aerospace Engineering
Shahmeer Baweja
Robert Marsch
Abhinav Prakash

Master of Science in 
Biomedical Engineering
Yi-Jun Chen

Hanieh Farhadi
Sindhu Abhimana Gangula
Mashal Kakakhel
Heet Kaku
Sheng Khang
Gabrielle Massoud
Smruti Mirchandani
Riddhi Parekh
Nihir Patel
Kartik Sharma
YifanWu

Master of Chemical 
Engineering
Mark Entezari
John Fortune
Jorge Fragoso
Eric Kacal
Melissa Lau
Tom Malayil
Nazanin Seddighi
Nicholas Van Bemmelen

Master of Science in 
Chemical Engineering
Natalie Anderson
Khoi Vu

Master of Science  
in Civil Engineering
Ahmed Imad Eddine Acheli
Yusuf Adamjee
Nishad Chikodi
Avinash Gautam
Janak Jayakody
Mayank Jeswani
DristiKaphle
Sarah Mehnaj Khan
Jimmy Nguyen
Shalin Sheth
Walter Jefferson Villon Chang
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Master of Science in 
Computer and Systems 
Engineering
Manoj Kumar Cebol Sundarrajan
Maruthi SiddharthChemudupati
Arachana Dash
Frank DePaolo
Cherub Harder
Praneeth Reddy Mosali
Aniket Abhay Nimkar
Teja Pedapati
Adithya Sekar
Sai Kishore Sirangi
Rashmi Suryanarayana Rao
Venkata Sai Sampath Vinayak Vaddadi
Darren Yang

Master of Electrical 
Engineering
GianDeleon

Master of Science in 
Electrical Engineering
Shriya Bhatnagar
Nitin Prakash Bhavsar
Shubham Chakradeo
Sahil Chhabria
Zachery Hernandez
Erin Ibarra
Chetan Kansagara
Byungyeop Kim
Neha Vijay Kulkarni
Joel Mathew Abraham
Shruthi Mohankumar
John Reed
Gayatri Repalle
Rajarsi Roy
RagavendarSathishpriya
Akshay Vikas Soni
Jeremy Townsend
Vivek Vinod Ubale
Xiaobo Wang
Jih-Hao Yeh
Varun Kumar Yellichetty

Master of Science 
in Environmental 
Engineering
Juan Andrade
Krystal Gutierrez
Dana Reed

Masters of Science in 
Geosensing Systems 
Engineering and 
Sciences
Jinkyoo Choi
Leah Hall

Master of Industrial 
Engineering
EmadAlhattami
Nikunj Barche
Amrut Charla
Tolulope Daramola
Jonathan Gold
Yaritza Hernandez
Amanda Herrera
Priyanka Jadhav
Shefali Bansikumar Jariwala
Lilibeth Mata
Vikram Rajesh Nath
Clinton Noronha
Anurag Prajapati
Manpreet Sethi
Abhishek Singh
Ankush Ajay Wawoo

Masters of Science in 
Materials Science and 
Engineering
Jonathan Onyeweli Ufeli

Master of Mechanical 
Engineering
Raj Divyangkumar Barot
Krushnal Dilipkumar Kalathiya
Changliang Peng

Kalyana Chakravarthy 
Reddy Seepareddy

Dheeraj Kumar Tirumalasetty

Master of Science 
in Mechanical 
Engineering
Swasthik Bangera
Shahmeer Baweja
Lawrence Dahunsi
Prasanna Vamsi KrishnaDevulapalli
Phung Do
Ahmed Faraz
Sebastian Grippo
Akhtar Salim Hussain
Chun-Yen Liu
Robert Marsch
Kunal Mhatre
Jordan Misher
Aakash Mishra
Ashwinkumar Ninaiezhilone
AnitaPanda
Ravi Patel
Amir Hossein Rahmati
Johnathan Sandoval
Andrew Smith
Aparna Vakati
Yin Zhang

Master of Petroleum 
Engineering
Shubham Aggarwal
Adan Jordan
Chengyi Lin
Thomas Manning
Kushan Patel
Le Khoa Vu
Jinyang Wei

Master of Science in 
Petroleum Engineering
Nadia Menouar
Xinwei Xiong

University of Houston
Cullen College of Engineering

Candidates for Graduation



Commencement Ceremony – Spring 2019 63

Master of Science in 
Space Architecture
Victor Kitmanyen 
Clare Luckey
Abhinav Prakash

Master of Science in 
Subsea Engineering
Zachary Bruton
Aamir Khan
Daniel Kist
Sri Vathsa Mounaguruswamy
David Murphey
Ndudiri Onyewuche
Rasarasan Tamilpithan
Denver Tsui
Erik Van Mook
Thilakavathi Veerappan

Bachelor of Science in 
Biomedical Engineering
Mayyadah I. Al Sabbagh
Uzair Akhtar Alam
Gaurav Arora 3
Adedamola Abisoye Ayeni
Colton William Broughton 3
Srinandhini Chandran 2
Phillip Derek Comeaux 2
Abdul Tayyeb Datarwala 1
Jerry Z. Gebremichael 3
Ozair Hyder Ghulam 1
Miroslava Gonzalez
Ross Guevara
Kathryn Haynes 1
Michael J. Houston
Wiam Ismail 2
Stephanie Alecia Johnson
Tania Sugey Jones
Obnithi Kanchanaparamapha
Shazia Nameera Khan 3
Joshua Paul Lewis
Pedro M. Lucio
Siminben Manasiya 3

Nancy Marmolejo Bustamante 2
Giaan Khuong Nguyen 2
Kene Ofili
Amy Samantha Pena
Piper Sierra Replogle
Christopher J. Smith 1
Riley A. Strom
Carlo Celerino Torres
Megan Tien Tran
Julianne G. Valdez-Granados
Stephanie Velasco 2
Sasha N Walker 1
Tong Wen

Bachelor of Science in 
Chemical Engineering
Cesar Alberto Aguirre
Anam Ahmed 3
Jairus Matthew Alexander
Diana I. Alfaro Pangtay
Sura Hussein Almallahi
Wissam Alsayed
Fatimah Alshmmasi
Jose Hernandez Amaya
Kody L. Anderson 2
Cynthia Ngum Atanga
Djeinabou Nene Balde
Aaron Scott Bennett 1
Ishan Chakrabarty
Thomas Alexander Chau
Regan Christine Clifton
Muhammad Daniyal 3
Salome W. Dankyi 3
Kevin B. Do
Naji Mohammad Elnassar
Miles C. Emeh
Geoffrey Jay Eppler
Alyana A. Gerra
Carlos D. Giron Da Silva
Tayler Tonya Hedtke 1
Scarlett Oanh Hoang 2
Thuy Thi Thanh Hoang
Wyatt M. Johnston
Heather Renee Juel

Elizabeth Christine Knuppel
Dhwani J. Lad 2
Hoang Bao Le 3
Kevin Trung Thanh Le 3
Nga Thi Hong Le 3
Tai Hong Le
Kaitlyn Marie Leeds
Luisa Leon Mai
Brandon Colby Melendez 2
Rosa K. Moreno
Basel S. Najjar
Fiona Vy Nguyen 3
Hoai T. Nguyen
Thao Vy Vo Nguyen 2
Chidinma F. Nwadialo
Chika Nkem Okoro
Sean M. Orioli
Brian M. Parish 3
Troy A. Pena
Hong Pham 3
Khoa Minh Pham 2
Thinh Quang Pham
David A. Phan
James T. Potts 2
Artur Pratsko 2
Rajeev Ranganath
Joshua Fredrick Ravichandran 3
Michael Peyton Richmond 1
Solomon D. Scurry 2
Rohini Sethi
Usayd Ahmed Siddiqi
Jose M. Silvestre Acuna
Ryan Smith 3
Maria Fernanda Solano Rivas 2
Matthew Buckwalter Spicer
Jonathan Starnes 1
John Taylor Stotko
Christine Esther Stroh 1
Kelsey B. Thein
Mario Alejandro Toro
Angel Luis Torres
Yovani Isaid Trujillo
Cristian A. Villatoro
Lucas G. Von Ruff

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (highest GPA)

University of Houston
Cullen College of Engineering

Candidates for Graduation
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Bachelor of Science in 
Civil Engineering
Aziz Jake Akramovich
Noora K. Al-Jaburi
Ayat Alsheikh-Kassim
Jose Roberto Araguz
Mohamed Ashfaaq
Daniel Eduardo Bastidas
Kiara N. Carriere
Andrea Donine Clay
Rachel J. Collins
Carlos Enrique Conde-Puello
Eduardo Corona Martinez
Alec J. Dahl
Joe F. Duran 3
Byron Alex Flores
Claudia Bianca Gonzalez
Sebastian Felipe Guio
Saif Ullah Hamdani
Patrick B. Hoang 2
Chase R. Holland 3
Brandon Hong
Harry W. Isensee 2
Maximiliano Juarez-Cortes
Majid Maher Kawash 1
Olivia S. Kuligowski 3
Matthew Michael Loth 2
Lesny Mejia
Ross A. Minigutti
Samir Mohamed
Max Montefalcon
Ruth Estefania Montesinos
Alex X. Morales
Louis A. Mui
Alex E. Murillo
Christine Nguyen 2
Javier I. Pena
Jasmine Mae B. Perez
Andrea Eleise Pettaway 3
Christopher B. Pham 2
Hector M. Quintanilla
Shayan Sharifian
Christina A. Sison
Sven A. Sorhus 1

Timothy Michael Sweeney 3
Juliana Tortato De Oliveira 3
Julian Santiago Valencia
Roberto Filipe Lopes Van-Dunem
Sylvia Vazquez
Eugene Kwok Wan 3
Tiffanie Marie Nevette Williams 2

Bachelor of Science in 
Computer Engineering
Abdul Haseeb Asif
Gerard Edouard Barrientos
Andrew Charles Blanchard
Adriana Elizabeth Cantu
Miguel Angelo Lelina Carrera
Alexander B. Crosby 3
Ramsey Rani Daou 1
Jenny G. Duong
Osakpolor Evbuomwan 3
Paola Andrea Hernandez
Ethan Graham Edward Hitchcock 2
Ebrahim Meky
Syed K. Naqvi
Alexander H. Nguyen
Henry Nguyen 2
Jordan L. Perez 3
Ryan C. San Miguel
Juan J. Sanchez
Steban S. Soto 3
Rakshak Talwar 3
Jayson Easo Varughese 3

Bachelor of Science in 
Electrical Engineering
Matthew A. Anguiano
Tobiloba Michael Atewologun
Ben H. Avner
Rym Benchaabane 3
Ashita Bhojwani
Michael Antony Bittar
Kiyah Simone Brooks 3
Thomas Joseph Brzezinski
Shihua Cai
Roger Elias Canales 3

Edgar Castaneda
Vincent John Collier
Lee Matthew Davis
Yash Unmesh Desai
Binh Luong Duong
Enrique Favela
Jon Eric Games
Cameron Gandy
Nisha P Ganeshan
William Owen Gerwin
Shayan Hyder Ghani
Aaron Michael Hollaway
Rhema Olufolake Ike 1
Nicholas Daniel Jagdeo 3
Jaime A. Juarez
Brandon Lee Andrues Kain 2
Marinela Kane
Amirhossein Kashefi 2
Drew M. Lawyer
Farah Diba Binte Luba
Juan Pablo Magana
Christopher John McGinniss
Brian Matthew Metoyer 3
Daniel I. Meza 1
Diego Perez 2
Scott Allen Phillips
Robert A. Phu
Nikhil B. Prajapati
Nikita Mohini Prasad 2
Aditya Raj
Natasha Ariel Roberts
Bryan Thomas Henry Rothschild
Tripi Shrivastava
Martin Sillero 3
Jaskaranpreet Singh 1
Jeffrey J. Sy 3
Matthew H. Van Zuilekom
Audrey E. Wang 2
Sean James White 3

Bachelor of Science in 
Industrial Engineering
Hussain Mohammed H Alabushaheen
Mariamawit Nadew Ambaye 3

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (highest GPA)

University of Houston
Cullen College of Engineering

Candidates for Graduation
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Louis M. Avila 3
Tonia Azar
Rishma Bhat
Morgan A. Biscoe
Gary Alan Dossett
Christian Guzman
Fatema Yousuf Janoowala
Allan John 3
Vatima A. Kablawi 3
Suchit Kasimsetty 3
Amir Yasin Kayani
Abdul Moeez Khan
Deepti Ann Kuriakose
Merynilda Lamus
Elizabeth Lara-Cervantes
Bethlehem Abeshaw Lulseged
Monica Elisa Marin 3
Matthew Mcdonald
Valeria Cristina Morales Peralta 2
Phuong Le Hong Nguyen
Joel Rajan
Alejandra Guadalupe Rangel
Joel N. Scarbrough 3
Noor A. Suleiman
Hoang Thi Tran 2
Guadalupe Valencia 3
Terrence W. Yeow

Bachelor of Science 
in Mechanical 
Engineering
Andrew Martins Advani 2
Edwin Aguilar
Daniel Chimaranaokem Ahumibe
Roberto Axel Aleman
Justin Lee Alonzo
Ahmed Yasen E Alshaikh
Ammar Khujema Anandwala
James A. Arce
Mehdi Aroua
Zaman Azhar
Ameer M. Bacchus 3
Gina M. Bautista
Jaeckel Luis Bautista Pinaud

Sarang Bidwai 2
Samantha Nicole Branum
Maison Broadhead 3
Austin D. Brown
Tomas Heliodoro Cano
Jakelin Marivel Cedillos
Pierre Chamoun
Grecia Chapa
Andres Eduardo Charles Tedesco
Anthony D. Clay
Keegan Correia
Ryan Patrick Craig
Danny Ryan Dagan
Kareem Diabate
Stephen Durham
Omar M. El Gazzar
Quam Elias
Erick J. Enriquez
Miroslav Eror
Sergio Aristoteles Esperanza Bolanos
Oluwatitosin Omotayo Falana
Jared Michael Flynn
Jacob David Frady
Matthew Frahlman
Jose Gallegos
Anthony Galvan-Quintero
Sebastian Geppert 2
Aaron Gonzalez
Carlos Samuel Gonzalez
Dagoberto Gonzalez
Zaul Oziel Gonzalez
Hector Granados 3
Mason B. Gray
Carmen Elizabeth Gutierrez
Adam S. Hare
Evan Haryadi
Felipe D. Hasbun
Mario Sergio Hernandez
Jesus Antonio Hidalgo
Jonathan Robert Hood 2
Juan Alberto Huerta Mendez
Brianna Cheyanne Hunter
Chidinma Claire Igwe 3
Jared Anthony Jones
Russell Griffin Jones

Uzair Hamza Kaleem
Junaid Ahmed Khan
Zeeshan Khawar 2
Wadad C. Lahoud
Brian M. Lara 2
John Le
Javier Lopez
Jordan Andrew Lucas 3
Rachel Linh Khanh Luong
Alison F. Mak
Diana Andrea Marin
Arturo Martinez-Herrera
Daniel D. Medina 3
Guadalupe Mendez
Hector Mario Mendoza
Christian Alfredo Meza
Shubh S. Mistry 2
David Moisiuc 3
Alondra G. Moran
Steven N. Muñoz
Mouhammad Reda Naboulsi
Amani Hisham Nabulsi
Noor Hisham Nabulsi 3
Braven Nguy
Dung T. Nguyen
John Le Nguyen
Nhi N. Nguyen
Carlos Nicasio
Daniel Ochoa
Payam Pakbaz
Jacob Charles Palmer
Heli V. Patel 3
Joseph Ben-David Pauwels
Thanh-Ha Doan Pham
Tuan-Anh Hoang Pham 2
Luke Phillips
Muhammad R. Rahadi
Joshua Chase Reagan
Matthew Alexander Reamer
Jesse Natividad Rios
Cristobal M. Rivas 1
Jesus A. Rodriguez
Fernando Rosales Vargas
Brandon Nguyen Ruf
Cole Eric Salinas 2

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (highest GPA)

University of Houston
Cullen College of Engineering

Candidates for Graduation
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George A. Sayegh
Kameswara Sukesh Sista
Eric Daniel Skinner
Jonah Richard Smith 2
Hannah Lou Solheim 2
Marcus Ebbin Southerland
Yashima Stewart
Brittany A. Swain
Fillip Christoffer Tegnander 3
Joe S. Thomas
Brian Wade Thompson
Amir Nouhad Timani
Luke Thomas San Pedro Torres
Monique N. Tran
Kenley Bryce M. Vargas
Alexis Vences
Esther Ventura 3
Victor L. Viveros
Yvan Thi Vo
Muhammad Faraz Vohra 3
Katlin Walden
Michael D. Walrath
Yesleen Whispell
Kar Wai Wong 2
Forrest Michael Woodward
Jalal Yazji 1
Syed Hamza Zaidi

Bachelor of Science in 
Petroleum Engineering
Yilhak Abiy Abebe 2
Christopher Acosta
Maryam Akbari 1
Lawrence Alanis
Dixit Amit Amin 1
Mark Henry Atwood 2
Mohammed Baban
Samantha Bedoya 3
John Edinson Carmona
Jesus A. Cedeno 3
Aadel Chabane
Teresa Chen
Michael Chiu 3
Lazar Danilovic
Macoura Khadyja Diabate
Samira Awa Diabi 2
Maria Paula Diaz Luengo
Nicholas Dunbar
Mark B. Gerges
Erika Guajardo
Cesar Gutierrez
Christoph Illerhaus 3
Muhammad Owais Iqbal
Mohamed Jalajal 3
Ho Seol Jang
Ayoola O. John-Muyiwa 2
Muhammad Sami Ali Khan 3

Laureine Ahou Lynda Kouassi
Cuong Quoc Le
Vincent Ming Lee
Elitania Martinez
Siddharth S. Naik 2
Anthony Kentler Nowak
Johnson Ikechukwu Okechukwu-Kalu
Bark-Wende Geraldine Ouedraogo
Milan Mahesh Patel
Nabeel Ahmed Patel
Raul A. Paz
Krisbel Pinango Moreno
Eric Ramos
Oscar E. Recinos 3
Austin Cole Rickerson 1
Sergio Ramiro Robledo
Jose A. Rodriguez 2
Steven Rytter
Steven M. Salazar
Navjot Singh
Sean C. Spring 2
Vincent L. Sullivan
Gideon Y. Tegene
Daniela Timaran
Fatou Traore 2
Ruben Kalani Vargas 3
Nathan Villasenor
Charles Timothy White
Jing Cheng Wu 3

University of Houston
Cullen College of Engineering

Graduates

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (highest GPA)
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Outstanding Seniors

Each academic year one graduating senior from each of the eight undergraduate disciplines is chosen by the faculty 
of that department as the outstanding student of the year.  From these eight students, one is chosen by merit of his or 
her superior scholarship and leadership to be the Texas Society of Professional Engineers Outstanding Senior of the 
Year, the highest honor awarded to a student by the college.  The faculty, students, and staff of the Cullen College of 
Engineering congratulate the 2019 recipients of these awards.

Outstanding Senior of the Cullen College of Engineering
Dwight Theriot

Departmental Outstanding Seniors

Outstanding Biomedical Engineering Student
Christopher Smith

Outstanding Chemical Engineering Student
Michael Richmond

Outstanding Civil Engineering Student
Sven Sorhus

Outstanding Computer Engineering Student
Maria Medina

Outstanding Electrical Engineering Student
Audrey Wang

Outstanding Industrial Engineering Student
Britney Shum

Outstanding Mechanical Engineering Student
Dwight Theriot

Outstanding Petroleum Engineering Student
Nicholas Dunbar
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1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (highest GPA)
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Message from the Dean

Dear Graduates,

 Today marks a major milestone in your lives—the day you officially 
transition from students to alumni. You have accomplished so much 
in your time at the Conrad N. Hilton College, and now you will build 
upon those experiences as you launch your careers.

 Several factors have contributed to your success at the University of 
Houston: the support of your families and friends; encouragement from faculty and staff; 
and—most importantly—your own determination to learn, grow and accomplish your goals.

 You are now part of a global network of close to 8,500 Hilton College graduates, and the 
friendships you have made as students will serve as the foundation for great professional 
relationships in the coming years. Wherever your journey takes you, I encourage you to 
stay connected to your College. And always remember that your graduation is particularly 
momentous—2019 is the year we celebrate our 50th Anniversary as a top hospitality 
program!

 The Spring Class of 2019 is among the best the College has ever produced, and I know 
you will continue to serve as outstanding ambassadors for our program in all of your 
professional endeavors. On behalf of the entire Hilton College family, I offer my sincere 
congratulations to all of you.

 Best wishes … and Go Coogs!

Dennis Reynolds 
Dean 
Barron Hilton Distinguished Chair
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University of Houston
Conrad N. Hilton College of Hotel and Restaurant Management

Commencement Ceremony 
Friday, May 10, 2019, 10 a.m. 
Cullen Performance Hall

 PROCESSIONAL College Banner Bearer

  Candidates for Graduation

  Faculty

  Platform Party

 NATIONAL ANTHEM Moores School of Music

 WELCOME AND OPENING ADDRESS Dennis Reynolds, Ph.D. 
  Dean, Barron Hilton Distinguished Chair

 GREETINGS FROM THE UH SYSTEM The Honorable Andrew Doug Brooks (‘75) 
 BOARD OF REGENTS Member

 GREETINGS FROM UH ADMINISTRATION Paula Myrick Short 
  Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

 ALUMNI ADDRESS Michael Pede (’89) 
  Associate Vice President, Alumni Relations

 STUDENT SPEAKER ADDRESS Kevin McCaslin (’19)

 COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Christopher Nassetta 
  President and CEO, Hilton

 PRESENTATION OF DOCTORAL Ki-Joon Back, Ph.D. 
 AND MASTERS DEGREE CANDIDATES Associate Dean for Research and Graduate Studies 
  Eric Hilton Distinguished Chair

 PRESENTATION OF UNDERGRADUATE Mary Dawson, Ed.D. 
 ACADEMIC HONORS AND Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 
 BACHELOR’S DEGREE CANDIDATES Donald H. Hubbs Professorship

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES Provost Short

 ALUMNI ADDRESS AND PRESENTATION Kaitlyn Venable-Valdez (‘12) 
 OF ALUMNI AWARD Board President 
 FOR SCHOLASTIC EXCELLENCE Conrad N. Hilton College Alumni Association

 PRESENTATION OF DEAN’S AWARDS Dean Reynolds 
 AND CLOSING REMARKS

 RECESSIONAL Moores School of Music
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University of Houston
Conrad N. Hilton College of Hotel and Restaurant Management

Commencement Speaker

Christopher J. Nassetta

President and CEO, Hilton 

Christopher Nassetta is President and CEO for Hilton. He joined the 
company in 2007. 

Previously, Mr. Nassetta was President and CEO of Host Hotels and 
Resorts, Inc., a position he held since 2000. He joined Host in 1995 as 
Executive Vice President and was elected Chief Operating Officer in 1997. 

Before joining Host, Mr. Nassetta co-founded Bailey Capital Corporation in 1991, where 
he was responsible for the operations of the real estate investment and advisory firm. Prior 
to founding Bailey Capital Corporation, he spent seven years at The Oliver Carr Company, 
ultimately serving as Chief Development Officer. In this role, he was responsible for all 
development and related activities for one of the largest commercial real estate companies in 
the mid-Atlantic region. 

Mr. Nassetta graduated from the University of Virginia McIntire School of Commerce with 
a degree in finance. He currently serves on McIntire’s Advisory Board. 
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University of Houston
Conrad N. Hilton College of Hotel and Restaurant Management

Candidates for Graduation

Spring 2019

Doctor of Philosophy
Jookyung Kwon
Lindsey H. Lee
So Hee Park
Yue Teng-Vaughan
Xingyu Maxime Wang

Master of Science
Melissa Nicole Bassoo
Veronica Cho
Ziqi Gao
Cara Nicole Lewis
Yiting Liu
Jinghan Lu
Xiangyu Lu
Victoria Gracelyn Moore
Ashley Charlie-Ann Mullings
Thandiwe A. Ngoma
Spencer H. Nguyen
Jeanine A. Panzica
Qiangwei Qu
Laura Resco
Ting-Bing Wu
Yunping Zhong
Jose M. Zuniga

Bachelor of Science
Jad Salim Abouassi 2
Brittany Nicole Adams 2
Christopher Joseph Allen 3
Zachary D. Anderson 
Joseph Aranda 
Travis Langley Bardwil 
Gelma Adalgisa Barillas 
Crystal Barreiro 
Alberto Beiza 
Jasmine Linnaea Black 2
Stephanie Danielle Black 

Quynh N. Bui 2
Christopher Wayne Buish 
Kimberly Helen Butkiewicz 

Brandie Elise Butler 
Cady Lois Calhoun 1
Julia Audrey Grace Cantu 3
Daniel Thomas Cassidy 
Paola Cestellos Aviles 2
Joshua E. Chavez 1
Jialu Chen 
Jacqueline Chong 1
Candy Patricia Cobo 3
Emily Elizabeth Dadeo-Winick 
Michelina T. Darby 2
Jeanette Lynn De La Garza 3
Celine Tamira-Alexis De Leon 
Diana Crystal De Leon 1
Truc Dinh
Megan Grace Dorazil 
Carolyn Duong 3
Korin Nichole Edmonds 
Mohammad El-Haj 
Michel Eloufir 
Rebeca Antonieta Estrada 2
Olivia Claire Fagerman 2
Milischent Fernando 
Baily Kathleen Finn 
Juan D. Galvis 
Crysta Ryan Garza 
Aaron Gonzalez 2
Karen Jennifer Gonzalez 
Navroz Govani 
Samuel Calhoun Greenwood 
Elizabeth Miriam Gross 
Yiying Gu 3
Courtney Renee Guillory 2
Daniel Son Ha 
Owen Brandon Hamilton 
Melanie Hansen 3
Daniel V. Hathuc 
Emily Jean Hayward 2
Austin H. Hill 
Tam Huu Ho 
Emily Celina Holsomback 3
DaHyun Hwang 

Belinda Jackson 1
Ashish Jain 3
Eun Ji Kim 2
Eunice Kim 
Young Jin Ko 3
Jared Austin Kong 
Edlan Kuo 
Bilal Lababidi 3
Brooke M. Laviolette 
Lam Nguyen Phong Le 1
Caitlin M. Ledet 2
Sunhae Lee 2
Diya Li 3
Parmveer S. Lidhar 
Emily Jean Lindauer 3
Manuel Alejandro Loera 
Jonathan Caleb Long 
Jenna Loredo 
Feng Lu 
Allison Dianne Mahlstedt 2
Miguel Andrew Marin 
Veronica Marie Martinez 1
Patrick Lewis McAllister 
Kevin Michael McCaslin 1
Monique Ardella McCloskey 3
Grant Steven McCullough 3
Ali Mehroze 3
Belkis Johana Mejia 3
Darinka Yanset Mejia 3
Ash Stephan Melton 
Briana Marie Miles 2
Julio Monterosa 
Rasham Nasim 
Jennifer Cuevas Navarro 
Cindy A. Nguyen
Haley T. Nguyen 1
Theresa Thien My Nguyen 2
Thien Hoa Nhat Nguyen 1
Thuy Thi Ngoc Nguyen 
Jubana Mae L. Obsuna 
Yoijin Oh 1
Nekisha Nicole Olaya 

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude
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University of Houston
Conrad N. Hilton College of Hotel and Restaurant Management

Candidates for Graduation

Savanah Brooke Oropeza 
Micaela M. Ortega 3
Jessica Lee Pillow 
Alejandro Portal 
Srhawn Powell 
Jenna I. Pyland 
Marina Ramos 3
Muhammad Jaffer Rashid 
Karla Cecilia Romero 
Jordyn Renae Ross 
Mary Katherine Rossiello 3
Natalie Gabrielle Salazar 
Amanda M. Salmon 3
Chelsea Sanders 
Maria F. Sauceda 3
Alina Briana Serrano 
Ervin Janus Shen 3
Sarah Maria Shurbaji 

Gyuchan Sim 2
Amy Marie Smith 
Taylor E. Smith 
Jordan Michelle Snider 
Ryan J. Stephenson 
Callan Elizabeth Stevenson 1
Joanna Erin Sumrall 
Calvin Thai 2
Martin Thomas 
Michelle M. Thomas 3
Cuong Manh To 
Alan Christopher Townsell 2
Hung Vu Tran 
Jessica An Tran 
Quyen My Trang 2
Gabriella Marie Triola 
Siu Cheung Tsang 2
Natalee Veazey 2

Janellis Velador 
Melissa Hilarita Villanueva 
Amanda Villareal 
Gabrielle Necole Villela 
Yen-Chi Elaine Vo 1
Victoria Angeleah Vogt 
Jonathan Vu 
Qinlu Wang 2
Akailah Warner 
Adria Michelle Watson 1
Antonette Darnella Williams-Wright 
Alyssa Anne Wolfe 
Jiwon Yoon 1
Gabrielle Young
Xintong Yu 
Junrong Zhu 2
Patrick William Zisk 
Katherine G. Zudock 1

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude
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Message from the Dean

Dear Graduates:

Congratulations on your graduation from the University of Houston! 
Earning a college degree represents an important milestone in your 
life, one that required dedication, discipline and perseverance. As 
Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences, together 
with the entire faculty and staff of the College, I applaud your 

accomplishment. We are so pleased to recognize and honor all our spring and summer 
graduates in our College Commencement.

The qualities you demonstrated in completing your degree will serve you well as you enter 
this new phase of your life. We hope that your education at the University of Houston and 
in this College forms a solid foundation for your future personal and professional life. 
We have aimed to challenge your thinking, enhance your understanding and deepen your 
appreciation of the world in all its complexity and diversity. As a new graduate, you now 
have the opportunity to contribute to society utilizing the knowledge and skills you have 
acquired here.

The College is delighted to welcome you into the ranks of our alumni. I hope you will keep 
in touch with your classmates and maintain strong ties with the University of Houston. 
We truly need the energy and support of all our graduates as the University of Houston 
joins the ranks of the nation’s leading urban universities.

Please accept my best wishes for your continued success. Now, go forth and…Go Coogs!

Sincerely,

Antonio D. Tillis, Ph.D. 
Dean 
M. D. Anderson Professor in Hispanic Studies
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University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony 1 
Friday, May 10, 2019, 9:00 a.m. 
Fertitta Center

 PRELUDE AND PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music

 PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS UH Army ROTC Color Guard

 NATIONAL ANTHEM Moores School of Music

 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTORY REMARKS Todd Romero 
  Associate Dean, Undergraduate Affairs

 GREETINGS FROM THE UH SYSTEM The Honorable Peter K. Taaffe 
 BOARD OF REGENTS Member

 ALUMNI ADDRESS Michael Pede (’89) 
  Associate Vice President, Alumni Relations

 COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Antonio D. Tillis 
  Dean 
  M.D. Anderson Professor of Hispanic Studies

 HONORS COLLEGE CANDIDATES RECOGNITION Todd Romero

 RECOGNITION OF HONORS Todd Romero

 RECOGNITION OF GRADUATE CANDIDATES Ann Christensen 
  Associate Dean of Graduate Studies

 PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION 

 AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES PROGRAM James L. Conyers 
 JACK J. VALENTI SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION Temple Northup 
 DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS Peggy Blake 
 DEPARTMENT OF COMPARATIVE CULTURAL STUDIES Nicholas De Genova 
 DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS David Papell 
 DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH James Kastely 
 DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN PERFORMANCE Daniel O’Connor

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES Dean Tillis

 CONCLUDING REMARKS Dean Tillis

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music

 RECESSIONAL Moores School of Music
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University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Candidates for Graduation

Spring 2019

Doctor of Philosophy

Department of Economics

Aritri Banerjee
Social Safety Net Programs and 
Household Behavior
Advisor: Dr. Aimee Chin

Yewande Oluwaseyi Olapade
Essays on the Economic Impacts of 
China’s WTO Accession
Advisor: Dr. Kei-Mu Yi

Saumya Rana
Essays on Intergenerational Cultural 
Assimilation
Advisor: Dr. Vikram Maheshri

Department of English

Creative Writing
Jeffrey Ryan Albers
Gallery of Illustrious Americans
Advisor: Professor Peter Turchi

Erika J Brown
Tropical Depression
Advisor: Professor Kevin Prufer

William O’Neil Burns
Couch People
Advisor: Professor Robert Boswell

Joshua Dewain Foster
Jokers Wild
Advisor: Professor Nick Flynn

Michele Paige Nereim
The Palm Cutters
Advisor: Professor Alex Parsons

Brenden Clark Oliva
Testimony of a Jack Mormon
Advisor: Professor Alexander Parsons

Georgia Pearle
Refinery
Advisor: Professor Kevin Prufer

Luisa Tannahill
Wild Dictionary
Advisor: Professor Nick Flynn

Department of Health  
and Human Performance

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Kinesiology
Nadia Agha

The Impact of a 6-Month mission 
to the International Space Station 
(ISS) on Salivary Antimicrobial 
Proteins and the Potential Benefits 
of Pre-Flight Fitness Status
Advisor:   Dr. Richard Simpson

Master of Arts

Jack J. Valenti School 
of Communication

Health Communication
Kenneth L. Gabriel

Mass Communication
Robyn Anne Balaban
Regina R. Dennis
Kristi M. Palmer
Shelby Jade Salisbury
Alaina Renee Spiers

Public Relations
Fakaira Gabriel
Brittany Little
Nikolai K. Robinson
Amanda Sebesta
Kara C. Slaughter

Communication Sciences 
and Disorders
Paula Acevedo
Eshita Anjum
Victoria Atkins
Isha Baheti
Jade Brittin Bailey
Camila Blanc
Taylor A. Boswell
Emily Diane Brown
Caitlin Maureen Calder
Jacey L. Crawford

Meredith A. Daly
Morgan Demers
Alicia Sara Ann Fennemore
Melissa N. Foreman
Ryan Franks
Lindsay Gilmore
Narcissa Yamilet Hernandez
Courtney B. Jennings
Emma Mccarthy
Kelsey L. Mckey
Myrna Molinaro
Neema Patel Parikh 
Caitlyn Pratt
Teresa B. Procter
Julio C. Ramos
Ashley Ramsey
Vanessa R. Ross
Meghan Sharenson
Rachel Pearce Sotelo
Qirat Zahra Taqvi
Carolina Vargas
Kristina Vera
Amanda Rebecca Vieyra

Department of Comparative 
and Cultural Studies
Cynthia D. Ericson
Tieu-Nha Nguyen
Meredith Margaret O’Neal

Department of English

Master of Fine Arts

Creative Writing
Rachel Ballenger
Chelsea B. DesAutels 
Saira Nadeem
Michelle E. Orsi
Timothy Dallas Saylor
Charlotte A. Wyatt
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1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Candidates for Graduation

Master of Arts 
in English
Laura E. Braun
Nathan A. Nance
Elizabeth Ann Stravoski

Department of Health 
and Human Performance

Master of Athletic 
Training
Shianne T. Bonds
Beverly Fowler
Sydney Ann Hayes
Brianna Lajoie
Benjamin Lariviere
Ross Christopher Little
Tara Shapell Neely
Tatum Savoie Neely
Jimmy Vinh Pham
Christian S. Pilola
Meghan Nicolle Shank
Lauren A. Whiteman

Master of Arts

Sport and Fitness Administration
Brian A. Barraza
Brittany Ann Broussard
Harold J. Cornell
Grace E. Crawford
Briana N. Frazier
Phillip Edward Sasser
Riley L Spenningsby

Bachelor of Arts 
Bachelor of Science

African American Studies

Kianna Wright

Jack J. Valenti School 
of Communication
Banner Bearer
Gissell Cortez Cortez 1

Advertising
Jacqueline Nicole Aguilar 3
Oscar Javier Aguilar 1
Nicolas Jesus Amenedo
Claire Alexandra Anderson
Sophia Ruiz Aranda
Amanda Jean Aymes
Julian Clayton Barnett
Victoria L. Batton 2
Jenna Breaux
Ngoc Bui
Sarah E. Conrad 1
Estephanie Cortes
Charles Cruz
Naser U. Din
Rene Marquez Divina, Jr.
Nadira Bethany Dunn
Demi Kaye Featherston
Jonathan Foo
Vikki Leginia Glosson
Nancy Guzman
Daniela Hernandez
Kelly Cooper Howard
Linh Thi Thuy Hua 3
Roya Maswood Karim 3
Ciara R. Longoria
Ana Julia Mata Marcano 3
Justin B. Meschin 3
Evan K. Neuhoff 2
Austin Q. Nguyen
Dominique D. Perkins 3
Kevin V. Pham 2
Adipa Aeida Phavorachit 3
Ruby Pouchet
Leidy Fabiana Villegas Restrepo
Dylan Rowan 3
Dileepa Patrick Ruwanpura
Lynzi Street
Iraj Torabi
Natalie Tatiana Ulloa

Corporate Communication
Scott Monroe Andrews 3
Yasmin V. Balmaceda
Ashley Jewels Cazarez
Michael A. Collazo
Rocio Esparza
Phedenia T. George-Mosbey 3
Courtney N. Goodson 3
Dominique D’Shea Green
Alexandria Brianna Hollowell 3
Sharon Liu 3
Denisse Eliza Martinez 3
Chidinma M. Onwudebe
Leslie R. Perez
Victoria Perez 3
Keith Anthony Raggette, Jr.
Karina Yasmin Rivas 3
Sergio Ervin Silva
Candie Fontenot Sutherland 3
Kaelyn Judith Villatoro

Health Communication
Adriana Alejandra Jovel
Emily Marie Treibel

Integrated Communication
Tala Haitham Allathqani
Brittany Nicole Browand 2
Kristen Canales
Diana Alondra Cordero
Christi Coronado
Priscila Sarai Escamilla 2
Tania Alejandra Hernandez
Mackenzie Allison Kane
Siravuth Leng 2
Christa M. Martinez
Richard Martinez
Alana N. Miller 2
Rebecca Arlene Moreno 3
Tania Roque
Hannah G. Sarvandian
Sarah Renee Supinski

Interpersonal Communication
Kandace Ashli Dobbs 3
Jackson S. Hubbard 3
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Cristal J. Magdaleno 3
Alanna Alexis Robertson 1

Journalism
Edgar Aguilar 3
Johnathan Dewayne Allen
Justin Robert Barbosa
Emily Ngoc Bui
Miranda Elena Burke 2
Emily Rita Burleson 3
Sam R. Byrd 3
Andres Alejandro Chio 2
Anthony Michael Cianciulli
Charnee’ Le’Che’ Collier
Gissell Cortez Cortez 1
Carlos Armando Cruz, Jr.
Sarah A. Damian
Rocio Beatriz De La Fe 3
Gabrielle Deleon
John Alexander Diaz
Thomas P. Dwyer 3
Erin Christina Elston 3
Jade Flury-Spivey
Christian Alexis Galindo
Aisha C. Garrett
Ricacia Karee Gilbert-Dorsey
Laraib Hashmi
Andrew Kendall Jones
Mackenzie Kate Macdougall
Christopher B. McGehee
Jessica Mendoza 3
Karen Alicia Quintanilla 3
Kierra Antwynette Sam 3
Stephanie Sanchez
Lauren Whitney Smith
Janel Elizabeth Strong
Jennifer Gia Buu Trinh 2
Guadalupe Abigail Villarreal
Jiani Zhou 2

Media Production
Natalie A. Amaya
Jeremy D. Amorin 2
Kiyan J. Badkoubeh 2
Cloie Noel Barcelona
Ronel Gabriel Bayawa 2

Mia Rae Benavides
Claire Benson
Jacob Boyles 2
Dalton Louis Chapa
Alyssa M. Dalisay
Meredith Kathryn Ross Delgado
Andreah Rose Frament 2
Josh Garfield 3
Lauren Denise Gaw 1
Michelle Naijulliet Gazzaneo
Andrew Jesse Hawkins 3
Aerie Hsu-Chen
Ghia Azia Hughley 3
Siyou Jin 2
Jimmy Joshua Joseph
Jevh De Las Alas Maravilla
Daniel A. Mata 3
David M. Moparty 3
Christopher James Paul 1
Mercedes Ponce de Leon
Liana Rawley
Ryan Rodriguez
Sarah M. Rolen 2
Fabian O. Sanchez 2
Itza Consuelo Sanchez-Salinas
David A. Sustaita 3
Khalia Rose Terry
Lucas Scott Tribble 3
Cole D. Triplett 2
Tiffany Marie Valdez
Dajon Lee Williams 3

Media Studies
Emmanuella Morounfolu Aina 2
Laura M. Aveidi

Public Relations
Haley Mackenzie Adams
Jasmin Anguiano
Mehreen Arshad 3
Joshua Alan Baird 3
Keyana Lynne Bourda
Mackenzie Lynn Calvert
Mayra Castillo
Garrett Dale Clark 3
Samuel Connor Diaz

Natasha Elaine Edwards
Alyssa Erin Foley
Jazmine Isabel Garcia 3
Emma E. Glen
Roxana I. Guzman 2
Sutton B. Holstein 3
Adriuna Howard
Alexandria Daphine Jack
Rosaura Martinez
Tucker C. May
Nicole Mosley 1
Jenny Nguyen
Aaron Stephen Nieto 3
Urubia Nnenna Nwokorie
Taylor F. Otte
Barbra Somtochukwu Ovuegbe
Aniell Yvonne Parrales
Henry Ellis Price 2
Paulette Quilter
Monica A. Ramos
Clarisa Beryl Rene
Rochelle Russell 3
Jessica Magdalena Sanchez 3
Nayda Selene Sanchez
Courtney Noel Shook
Aivan Ibrianna Traylor 2
Maria Fernanda Varela
Maria Mercedes Varela
Joselyn Velazquez 2
Ana P. Quesnel Vergara
Caitlin T. Wills
Rodolfo Bustos Yanez
Clarice-Maryam Joseph Zehri 2

Department of Communication 
Sciences and Disorders
Banner Bearer
Skyeler Nicole Aguado 1

American Sign Language 
Interpreting
Jessica Erin Ainsworth 3
Sarah R. Bloom
Christian P. Gee
Mallorie E. Howe
Christina N. Martinez

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Katlynn M. McKey
Leah Diane Mueller 2
Katie A. Phillips 2
Michael Alexander Scott 3

Communication Sciences 
and Disorders
Shehzil Aamir 2
Skyeler Nicole Aguado 1
Clarissa Balderas 2
Barbara Ann Grace Baltazar 2
Emmett Biffle 2
Catherine Victoria Goldin Blais
Carli Elizabeth Blue 3
Melissa Bravo 3
Laura Charlotte Byerly
Lailani Carroll 3
Aaron Wesley Cochran
Marilyn Cue
Lynn Thuy Dang 1
Alexis Andrea Doaks
Tahis Gabriela Flores 3
Brooke Allison Foster 2
Alexandra Marie Garza 1
Elizabeth Luna Gonzalez 2
Jennifer Elizabeth Gonzalez 2
Arifa Habib 1
Heather Lynn Hammond
Brooke Kathleen Hitchcock 3
Giuliana A. Iturrino
Yvette Johanna Jimenez
Ikram Larbi
Rebecca Fay Lenzo
Sarah Loya 2
Rosamaria I. Marroquin
Deven L. Martin 1
Marisa Martinez 2
Ann M. Mathew 3
Brittany Michelle McElroy 3
Adriana Breanne Medina 1
Meaghan Metzger
Syeda Raoosa Naqvi 1
Rocio Dejazmin Nuñez 2
Yessenia Irlett Olvera
Sonia Gardenia Peña 2

Victoria Alyse Perez 3
Carina Pereira Pinto
Anika Ramchand 3
Jessica Yvette Reyes
Shelby L. Reyes 3
Tammy Danielle Rosales 1
Ana Guadalupe Salazar
Evelyn Rocha Sanchez
Paola Serrano 2
Rahma Ahmad Shaikh 2
Mariam Siddiqui 1
Emily M. Starling 2
Afra Ebrahimi Tari 1
Kristen Ann Margaret Thomson 3
Brooke Renee Tilton 1
Tooba Tukdi
Alyssa Jade Alicog Ulep 1
Erica Villalta 2
Maria Soledad Villarreal
Yousrah Wasim 2
Elyse M. White
Maritza Yanez

Department of Comparative 
Cultural Studies
Banner Bearer
Nao Kusuzaki 1

Anthropology
Brandy Lee Black
Jerrehl Rayone Charles
Claudiu Antoniu Chioreanu 2
Geraldine Stephanie Crispin
Chloe Allyse DeShazo 3
Amanda Leigh Emerson
Ashlynn E. Foist 3
Tiffany Nicole Gray
Paige Elaine Hill 1
Erika Alexandra Longoria 1
Gladys Palma McMahan
Laura Q. Newland 2
Latesha Lanae Owens
Meagan A. Reilly
Ruben Reyes
Emily Lerah Sass 1
Jade M. Scruggs

Samantha R. Staton 3
Samena Wahab
Evelyn Zuniga

Liberal Studies
Gabriel A. Aguilar 2
Sun N. Bae
Leen M. Basharat
Samantha L. Beane 2
Jefferson Cadavez
Carson Graham Cavner
Beauonika F. Chatman
Paria Ilene Darvish
Maya Alexandria Davis
Paulyne Mylan Duong
Hanan Francis
Livia Lee Garza 1
Thelma Guerrero
Adam Alexander Honeycutt 1
Calvin Lavone Howard, Jr.
Kelsey A. Jackson
Nao Kusuzaki 1
Maureen Lax 1
Deana LeCesne
Mason Caleb Malone 1
Sylvia Karely Martinez 2
Julia Minigutti 3
Megan Leigh Moody
Lydia Mousa
Ana Isabel Hernandez Murillo
Leah Joy Nance
Amanda G. Nardo
Sidra Naveed
Derrick Tien Nguyen
Stephanie Tochukwu Nweke 2
Marisol Ochoa 2
Beatriz Ashley Rosales
Lourdes Maria Sosa
Stacy Anne Wells
Rodolfo Garcia Yamba III 2

Religious Studies
Colt Burnham 3
Kyra Raine Guerrero
Juan Montenegro
Gricelda Posada 2

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Department of Economics
Banner Bearer
Austen D. Barton 1

Oghosasere Rosebeth Aburime
Robert Christopher Aguilera
Aman Ahmed 3
Mohammad-Saqib Hamid Aziz 3
Austen D. Barton 1
Gregory Cameron Beck
Dominic Joseph Blasi
Gerardo Botello 3
Jonathan R. Bradshaw
Mikenzi Korrin Bredehoft
Daniel Elias Broadous
Nicholas John Burke 1
Nishat M. Chawala
Jonathan Coleman
Ryan A. Cooper 1
Dearl F. Croft III
Emily Epps 3
Wahib Fadi
Rikki Olivia Feezor 3
Tyler David Feldmiller
William Daniel Ferguson
Annaissa Flores
Jordan Anthony Flores
Alan Jafet Garcia
Livia Lee Garza 1
Jonathan David Gibson
Isiah L. Glover
Anthony Gonzalez
Roxana I. Guzman 2
Tyler J. Hayward 2
Joel Jesus Henriquez
Perry Liao Huang
Nirav P. Jethva
Johnathan M. Johnson
Anne Josefine Torsvik Krotseng 3
Rohit L. Kumar
Vishaal R. Kuruvanka 3
Shaavir K. Lakhani
Tia S. Lal 1
Joseph Le
Tamia Loreece Lewis

Daisy Lynn Longoria
Anthony Lopez
Christian Aaron Luke
Nhi Luong
Cameron Ashley Lyons
Isidro Maldonado
Lauren R. Mallek 2
Mason Caleb Malone 1
Terry Mark
Diana Laura Martinez 1
Luz Paloma Martinez
Dominique Massey
William H. Mesa-Gaviria 3
Erika Michelle Musaico 1
Danny George Naduparambil
Mariam Nazim
Tristan Allen Niedermeier
Natalie Victoria Noble
Austin Chase O’Connor 2
Anish D. Patel
Kishan S. Patel
Charles M. Peavy
Adam Blaine Prentice
Brittany Jade Randolph
Alfred James Read
Marisol Riddell 3
Jesus Rivera
Murima Rukata
Crescencio Segurareyna
William Foster Shearer
Brittany Sidney
Kelli Jo Sterling
Eric C. Sutton 3
Timothy Swanson
Magaly Tapia 3
Christopher M. Taylor 3
Ashley Thai
Max Jentoft Stallings Tollefsen
Michelle Quynh Nhu Tran 2
Nicholas The-Luan Tran
George Samuel Turner
Cristian Vargas
Jacob Imanuel Veerman
Manisha Vunnam
Gustavo Bacelar Wiggins 3

Cameron James Wilson
Zixing Wu
Jing Zhang

Department of English
Banner Bearer
Tyler Caleb Scott 1

Madiha Wasi Ali
Alyssa Nicole Alvarado
Daniel Alexander Anillo
Virginia Yvonne Barboza
Emma Lucero Hernandez Basurto
Chase A. Battino 2
Aris K. Brown 1
Brandi Celeste Brown
Bria Racquel Bryant 2
Kenisha Lynette Coleman
Tamara J. Coleman
Alexander Phillip Colter
Andrew Joseph Wilks Corban
Gustavo Eduardo Corona
Samantha Nicole Corral
Sarina N. Daniels
Emma Reagan Day 2
Agustin Leandro Dumas
Conor James Egan
Denise A. Escalante 2
Steven Dean Ford 3
Elizabeth G. Gambino 1
Brandon R. Garcia
Cristina Gabriela Garcia
Joelle J. Gnikpingo
Liliana Angeles Romero Gonzalez
Lucas M. Grimsley 3
Alexis Gutierrez
Amy Hat Haokip 2
Brianna Nicole Holder 3
Mariam Imran
Max Gregory James 1
Brandon Christopher Jenkins
Jami W. Jinkins
Deirdre Ann Joehl 3
Hedaya Kelani 2
Moriah Ann Keller 3
Grace E. Lagos-Posey 2

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Trina Thao-Nhi Le 2
My Xuan Mai 3
Daniel Maman
Lydia Mousa
Ketaki Nair 2
Mandana Naviafar 1
Tiffany Jillian Neufeld 3
Son Ngoc Nguyen 2
Thu Ngoc Anh Nguyen 3
Tri Gia Nguyen 2
Juan Carlos Orellana
Pavel Ivaylov Petrov 3
Abigale Ramos
Paula Cecilia Sanchez
Peter L. Scamardo 2
Tyler Caleb Scott 1
Alexis Marie Sosa
Alberto Tadeo Soto
Hailey Kyle Taylor 2
Jacqueline Danielle Taylor
Catherine Turet 1
Hyacinthe Nina-Marige Viceisza
Amy E. Vina
Quinn Waddell 1
Aubrey Lewis Ward III 2
Darien Forbes West
Allison R. Williamson
Amanda M. Willoughby 2
Timothea V. Wiratman 2
Michael Zendejas 3

Department of Health  
and Human Performance
Banner Bearer
Tiffany Negin Sabbaghi 1

Human Nutrition and Foods
Neha Aamir 3
Ayesha Ahmed
Marya H. Ahmed
Eliza S. Alvarado
Michelle Amato
Laetitia Babin
Mania Rehan Bhatti
Brooke Ashley Boatwright
Kaylen Nicole Bonner

James Vinh Buitran
María Fernanda Soto Castillo
Hector Jaime Chapa
Dana Mohamad Chayeb
Jessica Lynne Christian
Gwen N. Co
Bianca N. Daswani
Kayleigh Elizabeth Ellinwood
Natalia Henao Garcia 3
Florencia Goncalves
Katarina G. Hamoy
Mai A. Hassan 1
Asia T. Hoang 1
Jesline Sara Jestine 2
Misbah Jilani 1
Blake Marshall Jorgensen
Aishwarya Juttu 1
Batool Fatima Kazimi 1
Aisha Khan 3
Lamisa Khoja 1
Ok Joo Kim
Laura Lay 1
Thanh Van Le 2
Griselda Leon
Samantha Low 3
Crystal Marcella Lyle 1
Muminah A. Madhobe
Krystal Elizabeth Maldonado
Aemberly Brisette Perang Montilla
Andrea Montoya
Emely Arantxa Morgado
Taeler Rae Morris 2
Sulaydis Capote Moya
Luis Wilson Moyano
Saba Nawaz
Alyssa Marie Newberry 2
Ellen T. Ngo 3
Frank Khiem Nguyen
Khoa Minh Nguyen
Nam D. Nguyen 2
Triet Thi Nha Nguyen
Camilla Janeen Owen
Victoria H. Pham 2
Akilah N. Phillips 3
Rabia Qureshi

Brianna Haley Rivera 3
Nicole Marie Roberts
Cassandra Alexis Rodriguez
Michael Daniel Rodriguez
Mariana Romero-Vergara
Christopher Ruey Rosa 3
Tiffany Negin Sabbaghi 1
Lia C. Santana 2
Fatema Taha Shipchandler 1
Diana Sally Shmoysh 3
Mobeena Noor Siddiqui
Meredith Darcie Sorensen 2
Linsey R. Steele 2
Shuzhen Sun
Loren Nicole Tanchico 3
Julienne Tang
Parth Thakkar
Jessca Moni Thomas 3
Christina A. Tomakin
Tien Thuy Ton 3
Marleen Karina Touk
Tuyet-Nhi Elizabeth Tran
Elizabeth Cristina Leal Vasquez 2
Kayleen Whitley 3
Rachael Wong 3
Mifra Yaseen 2
Brittni C. Zamora
Brittany Denise Zermeno

Kinesiology – Exercise Science
Zainub Abdullah 2
Aubrey N. Adkison 3
Lana Cabalde Advincula 3
Shahnaj A. Alam 3
Sabrina Hope Alonzo
Hekyung An
Tiffany Renee Arriola
Kimberly D. Austria
Joon Yup Baek
Ryanne Paolo Valdez Bamba
Jacob Ray Bautista
Ryan Earl Berkey 1
Grace Christine Biles
Nolan Bond 2
Grace Thu-Lan Tran Bui

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Kevin Quang Bui 3
Francisco Javier Calderon
Sandra G. Cano
Casey Camila Caridad 3
Kenneth Joseph Carni
Iliana Marie Chavez
Christopher O’Neal Cheatham
Reena A. Cherian 3
James Davis Cole
Joseph Minh Dang 3
Leann Dang
Ty A. Darnell 3
Vincent Samuel Davila
Iqra Sharif Dhanani
Brian A. Diaz
Joseph Viet Do
Thao M. Doan 1
Janell Marie Dougherty
Andreece Kenn Duremdes
Sanaa M. Durrani
Cristyan R. Elias
Sofia Echegollen Estrada
Dariane Andrea Evans
Karen Fasoyiro 3
Chi-An Feng 2
Vanesa E. Flores
Zachary Theodore Freeman
Juanita Garcia
Maria Concepcion Garcia
Whitney E. Gee 1
Britani R. Gonzales
Yesenia Adrian Gonzales
Taylor Bree Guerrero
Sarah A. Hamilton
Melissa Hernandez
Sazla Hoang 3
Melvin R. Jenkins
Emma Nicole Johnson
Kendall Ray Jones
Nadeem Khan 2
Matthew Kilburn 3
Layla Claire Kosich
Balu Reghu Kurup
Evelyn Celeste LaBoy
Paolo Guilatco Lacanlale

Amy M. Lam 3
Sean Tuan Lam
Phu Tuan Le
Tiffany K. Le
Moriah Jean Lee 3
Nicholas J. Lee 2
Hunter Aaron Mason Legrange
Elda Marie Lewis
Maya Liddell 2
Alan Rolando Lima
Jesus Alberto Lopez
Emilio Lozano 3
Alexandra Wendy Luna
Ashley B. Luong
Makaylee Ann Madriz 2
Jose Lorenzo Enriquez Manglicmot
Sydney Danielle Mannen
Asha Michelle Marchant 1
Carlos Martinez
Erick Antonio Martinez
Madison N. Maxey
Shane Deontae McEwen
Ciara Cimone McKenzie 3
Jennifer Pauline Mendez
Quentin Mireles
Nellmarie A. Misuela 2
Sammy Morales
Malith Shane Munidasa
Kylie Morgen Napoleon
Jaime Narvaez
Ngum Neh Ngufor 3
Anthony Viet Nguyen 2
Danny Nguyen 3
David Duy Nguyen 3
Diem Xuan Nguyen
Dorothy L. Nguyen
Kevin Nguyen
Steven L. Nguyen
Thi Nguyen 3
Tina H. Nguyen
Casey E. Nwachukwu
Faidat A. Ogunmefun
Deborah Omirin
Glory Omorowa
Noelia Ortiz-Colon

Sara Carolina Padilla 3
Grant Aaron Page
Debbie Ruby Paredes
Alexander Ramos
Brittany Renae Reoh
Denise C. Reyes
Gerardo J. Reyna
Alyssa N. Rios 2
Kevin R. Rizzo
Tara Ann Robinson
Morgan S. Rogers
Alacia C. Sampa
Gardenia Santana
Sheenalyn Tolentino Santos
Jahnavi J. Schneider
Jonathan Segovia
Shaarae Silva 2
Dharia T. Spriggs 2
Christopher Jeffrey Stagg
Nevin Thomas 2
Darius Kareem Thornton
Duy Tong Tran 3
Linh Ngoc Phuong Tran
Minh Richard Tran 3
Mildred Yadira Trejo
Erica Duong Truong 2
Kenny Truong 1
Edwin Alexis Ulloa
Hailey Elizabeth Van Overdam
Victoria Lee Vargas
Daisey Vega 2
Jennifer Pineda Velazquez
Luis Antonio Villa
Mariah Kelly Weise
Ksenia Yuskova
Aroob Zaheer 3

Kinesiology – Fitness and Sports
Ryan Kasey Baker
Presley F. Bell 3
Angelica Renee Gonzales
Yuka Kajiki 3
Damon A. Odgers
Manuel Humberto Porras, Jr.
Michael Anthony Torres, Jr.

University of Houston
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Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Kinesiology – Sports Administration
Nancy Mendoza Arvizu
James-Patrick Genova Awayan
Justin R. Balderas
Kevin Sean Bischof
Justin Chov
Alexis Chanae Christman
Kylie K. Copeland
Joshua Eloy Cortez
Enrique Del Valle
Austin James Denny
Johanan Salvacion Estioko

Michael Dwayne Fulton
Daniel Wilson Gallagher 3
Cristian Michael Garcia
Omar G. Garcia
Rene Rolando Garza
Conor Rayne Glenn
Payton R. Haslam 2
Kennetra Shantavia Hill
Taylor M. Hudson 3
Neil M. Jennings
Joshua Taylor Jones
Rebecca Elaine King

Julia Carmen Maldonado
Marcus Kendrick Dupree McArthur
Jordan Louis Milburn
Daniel I. Muñoz 1
Pablo Jonathan Ortiz
Andres Perez Robles
Lauren Christine Summers
Dylan Tesch
Alexander D. Ticas
Agustin Armando Verdejo 3
Kandice Michele West 1
Jonathan R. Womack

Summer 2019

Doctor of Philosophy

Department of English
Nidhi Rajkumar

Multimodal Textbooks of 1968-73
Advisor: Dr. Nathan Shepley

Master of Arts

Department of Economics 

Applied Economics 
Joshua Taylor Bond
Michael Cali 
Matthew Chilcote
Taylore Coleman 
Mary V. Dang 
Susan Derrick
Christopher W. Evans
Carol Jeanneth JeanLouis
Sachiko Kobayashi
Rui Li
Leo D. Libby
Corey Anne Manion
Christine Varughese 
Mindy Ngoc Vu 
Michael Lewis Wiesenthal

Bachelor of Arts 
Bachelor of Science

Jack J. Valenti School 
of Communication

Advertising
Charlotte Susan Eberle
Hunter S. Hughes
Conley R. Mills

Corporate Communication
Renita Yvette Burks-Columbus
Samuel Garcia
Wajeeha Rashid
Chelsea Rae Ruffino
Michelle Sarahi Sanchez

Integrated Communication
Quincie Charlynn Adams
Diana T. Dinh

Interpersonal Communication
Bailey Ann Brooks

Journalism
Jasmine K. Brown
Gabrielle Breauxique Cruz
Natalie Denise De Los Santos 3
Parker L. Roy 2
Matthew Blake Stell
Sandy Tang

Media Production
Cervando Johansen Acosta
Guillermo Alan Cantu
Stephanie Yvette Cavazos
Talal Abed Delilah Derbas 3
Bradley Alexander Escalante
Justin Paul Massengale
Claudia Nathalie Ramirez
Matthew P. Rauch

Public Relations
Daniel Thomas Clayton
Candace Brooke Donaldson
Alexis Feezel 3
Kitzia G. Garcia
Ana M. Mangandi
Pamela D. Loza Padilla
Emanuel Parra
Karla Marcela Roda
Joan Nicole Stainton
Deondria Lynette Richardson Taylor
Teresa Torres
Paola Consuelo Zaldivar

Department of Communication 
Sciences and Disorders
Verda Butt
Olayemi George
Kimberly Herrera
Brittany Anne King

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Jessica Rae Lopez 2
Cristal Luna
Kiera Shanell Peavy
Daniela Hernandez Rodriguez
Hafsa Salim 3

Department of Comparative 
Cultural Studies

Anthropology
April Marie Emmons
Jose Luis Gonzalez
Christian J. New 2

Liberal Studies
Nimrah Baig
Richard Hughes Brown
Rocio Huerta
Cristian H. Rojas
Megan Nicole Workman 2

Religious Studies
April Marie Emmons

Department of Economics
Edward N. Nonso Anyakwo
Taylor M. Barnett
Joseph John Bertolini III
Jordan Rashad Biggins
Maximillian Niles Braden
Nicholas Randy Broussard
Mouhammad Charara
Barik Irfan Chaudry 2
Jun Jie Chew 3
Farrin Davis
Ronaldo Jose Gaitan
Daniel Benjamin Hysinger
Osama Ahmad Khan
Isbah Mehar 1
Bwalya Chama Musonda
Sira Nubari Ntagha
Jonathan Roy Oggero
Sana Qureshi
Andrew Ramirez
Jeremy Robert Rogers
Walid Taha

Kevin Phat Tran

Department of English
Etse Amewolo
Alina S. Awad
Seth Bane
Ashley Danielle Ivins
Tiffany Perez
Thomas Anthony Roccaforte 3
Alia Ashraf Siddiqui 2
Jorden Nicholas Smith
Krystal J. Turner

Department of Health 
and Human Performance

Human Nutrition and Foods
Eduardo Anzures
Aia M. Arief
Natalia C. Chacon
Genesis Flores
Karen Alexandra Flores 3
Yasmin M. Fuentes
Melissa Marie Hepler 3
Tam H. Hoang
Chia-Hsuan Huang 3
Samantha A. Lynn
Arianna Sophia Menendez
Natasha Mollaei
Jennifer Sarai Ruiz 2
Bianka Jocelyn Sanchez
Emily Josey Smith 2
Brenda Lizeth Velasquez

Kinesiology
Syed Ibtisam Ali Raza

Kinesiology – Exercise Science
Christie Barrera
Sarah P. Basaria
Cameron L. Bayne
Graciel Amaris Benavides
Huy Bui
Mahmoud Mohamed Eissa 3
Norain Shafi Ghulam
Amy G. Godinez 3

Shelby T. Griffin
Diana Guadarrama
Sutipong Panichgoonchorn Hem
Mehdi R. Hindi
Teiwoh Munjei Kandeh
Christian A. Lozano
Ricardo Martinez
Brittney Nicole Medina
Kyle Quinn Mero
Gina Y. Miller
Yesica W. Morales
Madison Susanne Nagy
Tiffany Ngo
Chukwuagozie Onyekwelu
Briana Nicole Ossege
Diamond Parker
Riya Patel
Edward H. Phan 3
George Emmanuel Pollos
Yesenia Pulido
Makayla Shireen Randle
Sharo Rodriguez Rivera

Kinesiology – Fitness and Sports
Alejandro Christian Canchola
Alana Jade Gonzales
Geni Sue Solis

Kinesiology – Sports Administration
Mason Patrick Ankenbruck
Taija Kae-Lin Edwards
Karye Clara Fei
James Jaytheon Jefferson
Aracelee Jimenez
Kwajual Ladaunte Jones
Saif H. Maknojia
Alexander Ronald Mevs
David Eduardo Quevedo 3
Edgar Rahbani-Rodriguez
Darby K. Shaw 2
Elias Taoufik
Cynthia Valencia
Juan Aldair Villanueva
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University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony 2 
Friday, May 10, 2019, 2:00 p.m. 

Fertitta Center

 PRELUDE AND PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music

 PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS UH Army ROTC Color Guard

 NATIONAL ANTHEM Moores School of Music

 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTORY REMARKS Todd Romero 
  Associate Dean, Undergraduate Affairs

 GREETINGS FROM THE UH SYSTEM The Honorable Gerald W. McElvy 
 BOARD OF REGENTS Member

 COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Antonio D. Tillis 
  M.D. Anderson Professor of Hispanic Studies 
  Dean

 HONORS COLLEGE CANDIDATES RECOGNITION Todd Romero 
  Associate Dean, Undergraduate Affairs

 RECOGNITION OF HONORS Todd Romero

 RECOGNITION OF GRADUATE CANDIDATES Ann Christensen 
  Associate Dean of Graduate Studies

 PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION 

 DEPARTMENT OF HISPANIC STUDIES Anadeli Bencomo 
 DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY Philip Howard 
 DEPARTMENT OF MODERN AND CLASSICAL LANGUAGES Hildegard Glass 
 DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY David Phillips 
 DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE Jeffrey Church 
 DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY Jack Fletcher 
 DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY Amanda Baumle 
 WOMEN’S, GENDER & SEXUALITY STUDIES Elizabeth Gregory

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES Dean Tillis

 CONCLUDING REMARKS Dean Tillis

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music

 RECESSIONAL Moores School of Music
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Spring 2019

Doctor of Philosophy

Department of Hispanic Studies
Arielle Lanae Akines

Afro-Latino Language Attitudes and 
Identity in the United States and Latin 
America
Advisor: Dr. Manuel Gutiérrez

Blanca Esther GÓmez
El discurso periodístico de opinión en 
estudiantes hispanos de herencia de 
EE.UU y monolingües de México 
Advisor:  Dr. Manuel Gutierrez

Lilia Cristina Campos González
Cuerpo, nación y mujer: el 
Bildungsroman femenino de la 
Posrevolución mexicana
Advisor:  Dr. José Guillermo de los Reyes

Bruno Rios Martinez De Castro
Escribir sobre la ruina: operaciones 
políticas de la poesía mexicana 
contemporánea 1985-2015
Advisor:  José Ramón Ruisánchez Serra, 

Ph.D.

Department of History
Crescida E. Jacobs

Poison, Power, and Perception: 
A Biography of Mabel of Bellême 
(1030-1082)
Advisor: Dr. Sally Vaughn

Alex Larotta
Young, Gifted, and Brown: The History 
of San Antonio’s West Side Sound
Co-Advisors:  Dr. Mark Goldberg and 

Dr. Monica Perales

Eric J. Mcdonald
Violent Identity: Elite Manhood and 
Power in Early Barbados
Advisor: Dr. Todd Romero

Gianncarlo M. Muschi
From Factory Workers to Owners: 
Informality, Recurseo, and 
Entrepreneurship in the Formation of 
the Peruvian Community of Paterson, 
New Jersey 1960-2001
Advisor: Dr. Natalia Milanesio

Mallory Neil
Curating the Nation: Gender, Class 
and Empire at the 1908 Franco-British 
Exhibition
Advisor: Dr. Karl Ittmann

Ezell L. Wilson
Inhabiting Para: Afro-Brazilians and 
the Remaking and Reimagining of Place 
in Amazonia
Advisor: Dr. Philip Howard

Department of Political Science
Susan Vivian Achury Plaza

The Impact of Formal Authority in Latin 
American Constitutional Justice
Advisor: Dr. Lydia Tiede

Department of Psychology

Clinical Psychology
Nicholas A. Armenti

Dispositional and Contextual Risk 
Factors Associated with Borderline 
Personality Features and Intimate 
Partner Violence
Advisor: Dr. Julia Babcock

Jafar Bakhshaie
Development and Initial Validation of 
a Bio-behavioral Measure of Anxiety 
Sensitivity
Advisor: Dr.Michael J. Zvolensky

Andrew S. Rosenblatt
Relationships Between PTSD Symptoms, 
Blast Exposure, and Neuropsychological 
Outcomes Among OEF/OIF/OND 
Veterans
Advisor: Dr. Paul Massman

Developmental, Cognitive, 
and Behavioral Neuroscience

Joseph W. Pirozzolo
The Testing Effect, Individual Differences, 
and Transfer: An Investigation of 
Learning Strategies Using Educational 
Materials
Co-Advisors:  Dr. David J. Francis and 

Dr. Donald J. Foss

Industrial/Organizational
Cody James Bok

Let My People Go Home Sick: 
Developing a Health-Specific Form of 
Transformational Leadership to Examine 
Employee Presenteeism and Coworker 
Support
Advisor: Dr. James Campion

William Daniel Presson
Toward a Proposed Cross-Cultural 
Core Competency Model: Exploring 
Consensus and Confirmation of 
Competency Model Ratings Across the 
Globe
Advisor: Dr. James Campion

Social Psychology
Zachary Baker

Self-Determination Theory as a 
Framework for Evaluating Within-
Personeffects of Personalized Normative 
Feedback on Drinking
Advisor: Dr. C. Raymond Knee

Celia Yee Wong
Keep Calm and Remain Active:  
A Feasibility Study to Examine the Effect 
of Self-Compassion on Exercise Goal 
Adherence and Related Outcomes
Advisor: Dr. C. Raymond Knee

Master of Arts

Department of Hispanic Studies
Ana Leticia De Leon Hernandez

Department of History
John Anthony Brundrett
Paul Foley

Department of Modern 
and Classical Languages

World Cultures and Literature
Gerald Felix Margoni
Marzieh Naderikonpapagh

Department of Philosophy
Nicole A. Cobb
Hunter R. Gentry
Samuel Ian Ridge

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Candidates for Graduation
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Martin Walczak
Daniel M. Wancowicz
Robert M. Worsham

Department of Political Science
Murad Gafarov
Sarah Halley

Department of Psychology
Michelle Allison Babicz
Hannah Claussenius-Kalman
Johann Mark Dsouza
Shadab Forouzan
Blaine A. Lewis
Kara F. Manning
Jessica Michelle Meers
Elizabeth Raines
Payton Stewart
Stephanie Torres
Kiana Ellen Wall

Department of Sociology
Sarah Elizabeth Castillo
Ben Dreon
Laura Martinez Livesey
Cody S. Paschall
Suezen Salinas

Bachelor of Arts 
Bachelor of Science

Department of Hispanic Studies
Banner Bearer
Mireya Soledad Ponce 2

Spanish
Sara N. Armstrong 3
Mayra Cuenca
Russey Enrique Espinosa 2
Anahi Carolina Garcia
Kashmeera Rajen Giga 2
Tania López 2
Digna Elizabeth Medina
Mireya Soledad Ponce 2
Valentina Jose Rodriguez
Ebone Brooke Vehslage
Romina Villasenor 3

Department of History
Banner Bearer
Kelli A. Anderson 1

Miguel Angel Alvarez
Atsu Jean-Pierre Amewolo
Kelli A. Anderson 1
Steven Michael Anderson
Alexandria Leigh Brewer 3
Jorge Misael Brito
Christian David Calderon
Andreina Campos
Gustavo Cei
Tina Duong 2
Arianne Felicitas 1
Norma P. Garcia
Ian J. Goldberg
Lauren Theresa Gonzales
Justin Christopher Hall
Samantha Micala Houston
Sebastian Antonio Hurtado 3
Harrison Jones
Gabriel Owen LaBounty
Lavan Fredric LeDet
Tanner Lucas Lingbloom 1
Zheng Lyu
William Manchi
Jeffrey Thomas McCutchon
Jason Matthew Mendoza 3
Vanessa Miranda 2
Rebecca Maile Ng
William B. Penman
Maria J. Perez
George Earnest Petagrew 3
Christian Jonathan Rodriguez
Elizabeth Alexandria Rogers 3
Edson Salgado
Lauren Elizabeth Schwartzenburg
Timothy Frederick Seiter 1
Austin Devin Smith
Joshua Alessandro Valentino 3
Grant Everett Waldrop
Mark Willrodt
Benjamin Adam Young 3
Johnny Zapata 3

Jamila Murtaza Zariwala 3

Department of Modern 
and Classical Languages
Banner Bearer
Daniel Maddox Scott 1

Chinese Studies
Janice A. Alfaro
Marina Carmen Gonzalez 3
Lucy R. Gylling
Tytianna Monique Jones
Ilusion R. Rivas
Daniel Maddox Scott 1

French
Isabel Gomez

Italian Studies
Ashlee N. Sisk

World Cultures and Literatures
Krystian Alena Badon
Jessica Carolina Gonzalez 2
Dina Hamadi 3
Katherine Anne Koehler 3
Samantha Anne McKay 3

Department of Philosophy
Banner Bearer
Abdulwausay Isaac Ansari 1

Thuraya Altai
Abdulwausay Isaac Ansari 1
Jeremy Brandt 1
Cassidy Robb Coon 2
Isabela T. Delclos 1
Robert W. Ewell
Phillip Zachary Hintikka Kieval 3
Nora A. Ogbunugafor 3
Hannah Elaine Perepeluk
Phillip Marcial Pinell 1
Alexis Riggs
Daniel Joseph Rivera

Department of Political Science
Banner Bearer
Trinity A. Rinear 1

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Douglas S. Alford
Salman Ali
Marwa Main Al-Qudah
Yanelly Suzeth Atinga
Katie Ann Baker
Mehalet Gebrehiwot Berhe 3
Andres David Blanco
Levi Dillon Borrego 3
Kennedy L. Boston
Benjamin K. Boyd 3
Daniela Galilea Bravo
Kempa Busby
Maria G. Calderon
Christopher Jourdan Caldwell
Darren W. Campbell
Jose Angel Carrillo
Sylvana Castelo
Joanna Ming Fung Hawkins Chan 3
Aaron Sustaita Chavez
William Christopher Chavis
Angela Davila
Chinonyerem Ejim
John W. England
Rodolfo Raul-Santiago Fonseca III 1
Michael Andrew Fore
Luis Rafael Franco
Hanna E. Galindo
Jesus G. Garcia
Jonathan David Gibson
George M. Glaskox
Jacquelyn Andrea Gonzalez
Maria Luisa R. Graves 3
Riley J. Grenader 2
Irina Cristina Alejandro Guardiola 3
Leonela Guzmán
Farwah Haider
Dina Hamadi 3
Shelby N. Harrison
Muhammad Moawaz Hasan 2
Rubi A. Hernandez 2
Dania Higueron
Samuel Alan Holmes 3
Carey Lynn Johnson
Isaiah C. Johnson 2
Roxann L. Jones

Tami A. Jones
Luis Cesar Juarez 3
Justin Michael Kaldas 2
Eric A. Krebs
William Jacob Little 1
Margaret Anne Lynch
Samuel Ray Mansfield 3
Savannah Lee Mireles 3
Nirali P. Mistry
Joan Moores 2
Mikeala L. Morris 2
Idalid P. Navarro
Danielle Luz Carmona Niangar 1
Joseph Nylander 3
Estefani Olguin-Castillo
Grayson James Padgett 3
Kevin Hernán Palacios
Allyson V. Palombo 2
Mohammed Palsani 3
Daniel C. Perez
Phillip Marcial Pinell 1
Angelica Ramirez
Parnia Razinobakht 1
Laura Gabriela Reynoso
Trinity A. Rinear 1
Michelle E. Rivas
Diego Alejandro Ruelas
Madeline Marie Sears
Ajdina Selimovic 3
Yazel A. Sepulveda 2
Raihan Siddiqui 3
Matthew James Simpson
Jasmine Singh 1
Kirbey Casey Smith 2
Daniel Craig Snead
Amy Elizabeth Sovinsky
Alquin Cy Ron Spencer, Jr.
Harrison L. Spexarth 3
Sierrah Stallworth 3
Austin Daniel Stelter
Laura Katherine Stephens 2
Averi Michel Stockton
Christopher Sum
Taylor Matthew Surratt 2
Jonathan Tegegne

Cody Joe Tillman 3
Roxana Tinoco
Kyle V. Tollestrup
Bao Thai Tran
Crystal Tran 1
Trey A. Varner
Marcello Alberto Velasquez
Andrei Volkov 2
William Robert White
Seung Yu 1
Johnny Zapata 3
XianYi Zhao 3

Department of Psychology
Banner Bearer
Emily M. Watlington 1

Raymundo Andres Abarca 3
Ashar Ali Abedi 3
Daniela Aguinaga
Kotoko Ai 2
Katherine Patricia Alexandria Alleyne
Alexandra Bailey Andersen
Haley Elise Anderson
Ave Allison Angus-Peniche
Anthony Artiga
Jacqueline Kay Ascencio
Arshan Nateghi Ataabadi
Cassandra Adelle Baker
Deana Miller Baker 3
Charniece M. Baptiste
Wendy E. Barbadillo 1
Eden Del Rosario Bardos 3
Katy E. Barger 2
Branden Alexander Barley
Shivani Bathla 3
Jazlyn A. Belton
Kassie Lorine Benner 3
Zara R. Bhojwani
Saul Brandon Blair 2
Madeleine Renee Bourgeois
Bailey Elizabeth Bradley 2
Amahra Alexia Browne
Nicholas J. Bufford
Catherine Uyen Bui
Alexa Evelyn Burridge

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Leia-Rae Y. Butuyan
Wesley M. Camet
Maria H. Carballo
Alan Rivera Cardenas
Liliana Fabiola Hernandez Carreon
Emily Claire Cavazos 3
Katie Cerar 3
Alexia A. Cerda
Brittney Chapa 2
Aarti Chauhan
Sandra Michelle Chavira
Taqwanna Tenise Clark
Ebony Lauren Coburn
Monty Shane Cortes 3
Misti Dawn Cox 2
Nia Clarke Crisp
Sabrina Deana Cruz
Skyler Damani
Elizabeth Tuong Vi Dao
Brianna Nicole Davis
Cecori Elise Davis
Brianna Leigh De La Garza
Zachary Richard Della Porta 3
Brittany Kieu-Nhi Do
Kenneth Do 1
Linda W. Donald 2
Kathleen Elizabeth Drake 2
Briana Dunson
Steven Anthony Durand II
Ashley M. Edmisten
Saman Essa 1
Patrick S. Farahvashi 2
Ayesha S. Farooqui
Rashda Fatany 1
Athziri Grissel Favela
Taylor C. Fernandes
Lisandra Thomazetto Finzetto
Jenny Nicole Flick
Joanna Y. Franco 2
Emily Furrh
Riane Gammill
Alyssa Garcia
Angelica Garcia
Mariah Desiree Garcia
Mario Garcia

Maria Silvana Garcia-Mayorca
Alexandria Viviana Garcia-Montes
Yolisma Garibay 2
Alandra Sophia Garza
Micheal Garza 1
Tatyana Garza
Lauren Mae Gatmaitan
Darby Megan Gibbins 2
Alyssa Marge’ Gilbert 3
Diane Frances Gilbert 3
Nathan James Roberts Glassell
Brigitte Gomez
Gabrielle Yesenia Gomez 3
Menelia Gomez
Jessica Yvonne Gonzalez
Yazmin Chernel Goudeau
Sarah Marie Green
Kendall G. Grimm 2
Christian Alec Guerrero
Julissa Marie Guerrero
Trinh Ha 1
Jocelyn Hausler 1
Alicia M. Haywood 1
Nicole Christine Henkel 2
Diana Gonzalez Hernandez 3
Jessica Hernandez
Luis A. Hernandez
Emily Contreras Herrera
Gabriella Isabel Herrera
Paula Yaneth Herrera
Rachel E. Hill 1
Jazmin Kaitlyn Hoffman
Emily N. Howard
Zachary Michael Howell
Samantha B. Hughes 1
Stacia Hunsaker
Kristen Kay Hunt 1
Leah C. Hunt
Melisa Williams Ibora 1
Marie Israel 1
Haelim Jeong 2
Zulema Idaly Jimenez 3
Briana Ajani Johnson 3
Jennifer Marie Jones
Kishon P. Joseph

Lesdy Iveth Rivera Jovel 3
Prince Chinedum Okechukwu Kalu
Amandeep Kaur
Harpreet Kaur
Kiran Sonu Thukral Keneally 3
Jared Jeremiah Nathaniel Kerr
Ayesha Khan
Barira Khan
Juveria S. Khan
Thet Thet Khin
Nimra Khwaja 3
Mohamed Hechmi Kilani
Grace E. Kim
Mary Catherine Koontz
Layla Kratovic 1
Naziya Saheed Kurji 2
Lotenne Ifeyinwa Labrado
Alexandra Lambropoulos
Emily Lejarza
Lindsay Erin Leoni 2
Sophia Paige Leppard 3
Xiaofan Chu Liu 1
Ryan M. Liu-Pham
Andrea Pilar Ochoa Lopez 1
Amanda Leah Lozenich 2
Paul Manuel Lumas III
Tyler A. Luna
Andrea Maribel Magana 1
James M. Maina 2
Golbou Makvandi 3
Zainub Mallick 2
Veronica Alvarado Maman
Justina Bailey Mandell
Stephanie Joselin Mandujano
Aaron Kyle Macaraeg Manio 2
Stephanie Marquez
Brittany Ann Marsik 1
Andrea Martinez
Edith Martinez 1
Elyssa Joella Leon Martinez
Jaime Pena Martinez
Michelle Martinez
Norberto Julian Martinez
Perla Esmeralda Martinez
Yuri Angelica Martinez

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Dilkash Mastoi
Callie Michelle Matthews
Kirk A. Mayor-Valencia
Valentina I. Maza 3
Jessica Fumiko McCallister
Emily Grace McDowell
Lauren Elizabeth Malagón McFarland 3
Pareesa N. Mehra 2
Kathleen Kelly Meine
Jessica L. Melton 2
Fancheng Meng 1
Sanjana Moharir
Karla Judith Molina 2
Kevin Matthew Moore 2
Karla Elimey Morales 2
Adrian Guadalupe Moreno
T’Arien A. Mosquera
Tiffany Nounou Mounchan
Ortwin Josue Barrera Munguia 1
Maria Muñoz 3
Stephanie Najera
Sara A. Narsi 3
Niusha Nayeri
Tiphanie A. Neely
Cenecia Sharmaine Newman
Ivy Hoang Nguyen
Katelynn Nicole Nguyen
Lilian Nhu Nguyen
Thao T. Nguyen
Cecilia M. Nguyen-Do 1
Leticia Gloria Ntela 3
Adaiwu Bernardine Nwaiwu 3
Amaka C. Okeke
Deborah Chioma Okoro 3
Ashley Renae O’Leary
Hannah Olofsson
Ashley Comfort Olupona 2
Marcelle Eugenia Olvera 2
Aubrey Elyse Orozco
Silvia Ortiz
Amalia S. Ostiguin 2
Paige Danielle Oursler
Antonio Padilla
Maria F. Palomino
Yasmin Panahi 1

Natalie Marie Parffrey
Sheraz M. Pasha
Makenna Reann Patrick
Julianna Jota Penso 1
Raquel Flores Perez
Roberto Orozco Perez
Amy T. Pham 1
Mariam Pirzada 3
Taryn Alyssa Portanova
Markus Konstantin Potthast
Joselin Jina Quiroz
Catherine A. Ramos 1
Shonte Randall
Ryan John Mark Randel
Tahira Raza 3
Catherine R. Renderos 2
Alexandria Reyes 2
Ryan Anthony Reyna 2
Melissa Rios 2
Devyn Mackenzee Roberts
Able G. Rodriguez
Donje’-Carrielle Rogers 3
Andrea Rojas-Betanzos
Yoselin Roman
Diana Romero
Oscar Jonael Romero
Jacob Amadeus Roopchand 1
Bernard Rosario
Mickayla Rossing
Norma Rubalcava-Zapata 1
Sierra Faith Rupert 3
Daniel Jacob Salkinder
Annie Lisa Samuel 2
Erika Michelle Sanchez
Gabriela Sanchez
Julius D. Sanchez
Amani Sanders
Samantha Yvette Santillana
Kshipra Sawant
Amir Shabani
Aleenah Farrah Shahzad
Rachel M. Shenoi 1
Kinza A. Siddiqi 3
Melody Nicole Silva
Angeles Astrid Araujo Silvestre

Austin Daniel Sinclair
Madeline Jean Slattery
Justin Slavis
Daryl Dewayne Smith
Mariah Smith
Lidia Solis 3
Macky Soukchanh 3
Shelby Sparacino
Christian M. Speight
Madison Janette Steele
Andrea Monique Stender
Heather Ann Stepanian
Christi Zicao Stone 1
Muneeba Tauseef Syeda 3
Navia Sylvia
Dana Walid Tabbara
Andrea C. Chicchon Torres
Crystal Tran 1
Mary Jo Tran
Tiffany Thuy Tran 1
Uyen To Tran 1
Adriel Geronimo Trujillo
Efrain Valles, Jr.
Melany Alexandra Vasquez
Priscilla Leticia Vasquez 3
Mayda Dalia Vazquez
Jennifer Denise Velez 2
Naylea Villarreal
Nhi Hoang Vu 1
Tai Duy Vu 3
Katie Michaela Walters
Melissa Diane Washington
Emily M. Watlington 1
Sebastian Tyshawn Weaver 2
Camille Patsy West 2
Chaille Renee White
Jasmine Alexzandria Whitehead 3
Leona Kelechi Wilfred
Ayan Fatihah Williams
Savannah Dante Williams 3
Elizabeth-Mary Efua Wilmot
John Robert Wokoun 2
Samantha Wong 3
Rodolfo Garcia Yamba III 2
Saba Yazdi
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Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Fatima Zaidi
Isabella Zakhireh 3
Daniela Guadalupe Castillo Zapata
Huggett De Jesus Gomez Zapata
Virginia Zapien
Sara L. Zare 2
Jennifer Zelicskovics
Taylor Lynn Zimmerman 2
Jessica Zuniga

Department of Sociology
Banner Bearer
Elvena M. Baptiste 1

Elvena M. Baptiste 1
Octavia Ja’Dale Barnes
Christina Carrie Carter 3
Sara E. Corteguera
Kenia Anabel Ferman 3
Andrea Celest Garcia
Ivonne Marie Guevara
Gerardo Gonzalez Guzman 3
Britney Michelle Hall
Sandra Herrera 3
John Mark Leday
Brandon McElvy
Chelsea Miller

Mickey Musil
Danielle Geneva Richardson 2
Brooke L. Sanchez
Paula V. Somoza
Rajal Rajesh Thakor
Michelle Kimberlee Walton
Myyah J. West
Toni Tiara Wheeler
Ally William

Department of Women’s, 
Gender & Sexuality Studies

Taylor Leigh Amador
Sara Rehman

Summer 2019

Doctor of Philosophy

Department of Hispanic Studies
Sabino Luevano Ortega

Políticas de la desposesión; masculinidad 
y neoliberalismo en el cine mexicano 
contemporáneo
Advisor: Dr. Christina Sisk

Department of Political Science
Emilia G. Barreto De Carvalho

An Analysis of the European Union 
Climate Policy: Governance, Member-
States’ Politics and Outcomes
Advisor: Dr. Tanya Bagashka

Department of Psychology

Clinical Psychology
Lorra Lynn Garey

Personalized Feedback for Smokers with 
Elevated Anxiety Sensitivity
Co Advisors:  Dr. Michael Zvolensky 

and Dr.Clayton Neighbors

Daniel Joseph Paulus
Computer-Delivered Personalized 
Feedback Intervention for Hazardous 
Drinkers with Elevated Anxiety 
Sensitivity
Advisor: Dr. Michael J. Zvolensky

Emily A. Warren 
Predictors of Social Adjustment in 
Pediatric Brain Tumor Survivors: A 
Comparison of Proton and Photon 
Radiation Therapy Groups 
Advisor: Dr.Paul Cirino 

Bachelor of Arts 
Bachelor of Science

Department of Hispanic Studies

Spanish
Sabine Marie Meyer Hill 3
David Eduardo Quevedo 3

Department of History
Cameron Garrett Carney
Megan Marie Durtche
Meghan Selke
Justin Smith

Department of Political Science
Jonah J. Baumgarten
Chelsea L. Bradford 3
Juan J. Faragher
Ardit Habili
Gabriela Alejandra Martinez-Zapata
Tiffany Maturi 3
Jessica Rubio Merlan

Gustavy Alberto Niemtschik
Tala Najla Odat
Kelsie Marie Prevost
Fahad Rehan
Jasmine P. Taylor
Maria Vargas

Department of Psychology
Samantha Andujar
Miah Danielle Baker 2
Hannah R. Bashour
Minza Batool 2
Carolina Camarillo
Julia Regina N. Chan 2
Jeanfelix Chavez
Kristin Chbeir
Brooks L. Cook
Lauren Selestine Cooper
Vanessa Estefania Corona
Ana Gabriela De La Cruz
Kabrina Devers
Amaka J. Egbe
Brenda Yamileth Escobar
Jasmine Nicole Evans
Taylor Rene Freeman
Priyanka Gandhi
Kristal Angelis Garcia
Sarah Guarino

University of Houston
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Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Catherina Isabella Zingg Guzman
Angel Milad Hassawi
Vivian Hernandez
Valeria Elena Hinojosa
Christine C. Hughey
Cindy Kay Tristan Ibarra
Maria Imran 3
Melissa Joe
Antonio V. Johnson 2
Alexis Amelia Jones
Keelie Kennedy
Maheen Khan
Sandra Denise Kitchen
Tyna E. Kyriakopoulos
Emily Jasmine Landeros
Irma Rachel Lobo
Fatima Loya 3

Vicky Luong
Nicholas R. Martinez 1
Eric A. Medina 2
Jennifer Mena-Rivera
Inshan Neil Mohammed
Helen Nguyen
Jennifer Marquez Querimit
Emil Eugene Ellorin Revote 2
Lizette Resendez
Samantha Kenzie Rodriguez
Christine Salahuddin
Amanda Isabel Salazar
Leeanna M. Salazar 3
Syeda Fatima Sanaullah
Fernanda Sanchez
Ahnaf Sharar 1
Gurpuneet Singh

Jeffrey S. Swallows
Gabriela I. Torres
Hasan Wazir
Timothy Ray Williams, Jr.
Christianne Michelle Witt
Aslihan N. Yilmaz
Aisha Zaman

Department of Sociology
Brenda J. Avalos 3
Sevilla Delaney Cole 3
Amanda Leigh Cox
Dawn Hunter
Miranda Malone
Omar Moore
Shayna Kaitlyn Powers
Lina Maria Triana
Sara Villareal

University of Houston
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Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Message from the Dean

Dear College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics Graduates,

Congratulations! Today, we celebrate a significant milestone in your 
educational career.

A few years ago, you came to the University of Houston with a personal 
goal. Now, you have attained it. Your degree is more than a testament to 
your hard work; it is the foundation upon which you will build as you 

continue to learn throughout your lifetime.

As a graduate of NSM, you have proven that you are driven by inquiry, exploration 
and innovation. You and your classmates will be the force behind discoveries that will 
revolutionize our lives and impact our state, nation and the entire world.

As you leave UH and NSM, you hold the knowledge your professors shared with you, the 
wisdom you gained as you matured and the benefit of personal experiences, professional 
connections and friendships that will last a lifetime.

The faculty and staff of NSM are proud of your achievements. You have my best wishes for 
much success and happiness. Go Coogs!

Sincerely,

 

Dan E. Wells 
Dean and Distinguished Professor of Science
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University of Houston
College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Commencement Ceremony 
Friday, May 10, 2019, 6 p.m.  
Fertitta Center

 PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music 

 PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS UH Army ROTC Color Guard 

 NATIONAL ANTHEM Moores School of Music

 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTORY REMARKS Dan E. Wells 
  Dean 
  Distinguished Professor of Science

 GREETINGS FROM THE UH SYSTEM  The Honorable Paula M. Mendoza 
 BOARD OF REGENTS Secretary

 GREETINGS FROM THE Kathy O’Keefe Herrin, D.D.S. 
 NSM ALUMNI ASSOCIATION Board Member

 STUDENT ADDRESS Daniel Scott

 AWARD PRESENTATIONS Dean Wells 
 JOHN C. BUTLER EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AWARD 
 JUNIOR FACULTY AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN RESEARCH

 PRESENTATION OF DAN E. WELLS Anne Delcour 
 OUTSTANDING DISSERTATION AWARD Associate Dean, Graduate Studies

 PRESENTATION OF ACADEMIC HONORS Ian Evans 
  Associate Dean, Undergraduate Studies

 RECOGNITION OF 4.0 STUDENTS Associate Dean Evans 

 PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES Dean Wells

  Andrew Hamilton 
  Associate Dean, Student Success

  Associate Dean Delcour

  Department Chairs

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES Dean Wells

 CLOSING REMARKS Dean Wells

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music

 RECESSIONAL Moores School of Music
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University of Houston
College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Candidates for Graduation

Spring 2019

Doctor of Philosophy

Atmospheric Science 

Sing Chun Wang
Advisor: Yuxuan Wang, Ph.D.

Biochemistry

Spencer William Havis
Advisor: Steven Bark, Ph.D.

Yanyun Liu
Advisor: James Briggs, Ph.D.

Patricia Celise Robertson
Advisor: Xiaolian Gao, Ph.D.

Priyanka Srivastava
Advisor: Masaya Fujita, Ph.D.

Rintu Thankam Thomas
Advisor: Zhang Weihua, Ph.D.

Quyen Duc Tran
Advisor: George Fox, Ph.D.

Hiep Thanh Vo
Advisor: Xiaolian Gao, Ph.D.

Biology

Surendra Prasad Chaurasiya
Advisor: Jan-Åke Gustafsson, Ph.D.

Miguel Angel De La Flor, Jr.
Advisor: Brigitte Dauwalder, Ph.D.

Michael Ethan Miller
Advisor: Ricardo Azevedo, Ph.D.

Srijita Mukhopadhyay
Advisor: Jan-Åke Gustafsson, Ph.D.

Kelly N. Phillips
Advisor: Ricardo Azevedo, Ph.D.

Jae Hak Son
Advisor: Richard Meisel, Ph.D.

Neha Tandon
Advisor: Yu Liu, Ph.D.

Chemistry

Ku Sun Choung
Advisor: Thomas Teets, Ph.D.

Daniela Deleon
Advisor: T. Randall Lee, Ph.D.

Michelle Diamond Deleon
Advisor: Steve Baldelli, Ph.D.

Erin Finley
Advisor: Jakoah Brgoch, Ph.D.

Hiroyuki Hattori
Advisor: Jeremy May, Ph.D.

Aria Mansouri Tehrani
Advisor: Jakoah Brgoch, Ph.D.

Hanah Na
Advisor: Thomas Teets, Ph.D.

Anh Ngo
Advisor: Loi Do, Ph.D.

Truong Nhut Nguyen
Advisor: Jeremy May, Ph.D.

Wenqian Shan
Advisor: Karl Kadish, Ph.D.

Lydia Ruth St. Hill
Advisor: T. Randall Lee, Ph.D.

Chengyi Wu
Advisor: Ding-Shyue Yang, Ph.D.

Computer Science

Millad Ghane
Advisor: Margaret Cheung-Wyker, Ph.D.

Mengjun Leng
Advisor: Ioannis Kakadiaris, Ph.D.

Seyyed Hessam Aldin 
Mohammad Moradi
Advisor: Omprakash Gnawali, Ph.D.

Nikolaos Sarafianos
Advisor: Ioannis Kakadiaris, Ph.D.

Kaoji Xu
Advisor: Guoning Chen, Ph.D.

Xiang Xu
Advisor: Ioannis Kakadiaris, Ph.D.

Geology

Deborah Raeann Bradley
Advisor: Thomas Lapen, Ph.D.

Naila Dowla
Advisor: Michael Murphy, Ph.D.

Weihang Yang
Advisor: John Casey, Ph.D.

Geophysics

Elmira Abdyldaevna Chabyshova
Advisor: Evgeni Chesnokov, Ph.D.

Luchen Li
Advisor: Yingcai Zheng, Ph.D.

Zhili Wei
Advisor: Hua-wei Zhou, Ph.D.

Jingjing Zong
Advisor: Robert Stewart, Ph.D.

Mathematics

Meagan Elizabeth Carney
Advisor: Matthew Nicol, Ph.D.

Selahittin Cinar
Advisor: Kresimir Josic, Ph.D.

Junyu Ding
Advisor: Wenjiang Fu, Ph.D.

Kuikui Gao
Advisor: Wenjiang Fu, Ph.D.

Nuray Gul
Advisor: Shanyu Ji, Ph.D.

Mozahid Al Haque
Advisor: Mark Tomforde, Ph.D.

Rasoul Hekmati
Advisor: Robert Azencott, Ph.D.

Daewa Kim
Advisor: Annalisa Quaini, Ph.D.

Krithika Rathinakumar
Advisor: Annalisa Quaini, Ph.D.

Richard Joseph Walden
Advisor: Min Ru, Ph.D.

Zhenhua Wang
Advisor: David Blecher, Ph.D.

Xiao Zhang
Advisor: Wenjiang Fu, Ph.D.
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Physics

Wilder Smith Daza Romero
Advisor: Carlos Ordonez, Ph.D.

Mohammad Mehdi Ezzat Abadi Pour
Advisor: Kevin Bassler, Ph.D.

Mengyao Ji
Advisor: Donald Kouri, Ph.D.

Muqing Jin
Advisor: Anthony Timmins, Ph.D.

Sladjana Maric
Advisor: John Miller, Ph.D.

Paolo Parotto
Advisor: Claudia Ratti, Ph.D.

Israel Portillo Vazquez
Advisor: Claudia Ratti, Ph.D.

Ziping Ye
Advisor: Andrew Renshaw, Ph.D.

Hanming Yuan
Advisor: Paul C. W. Chu, Ph.D.

Weibin Zhang
Advisor: Kevin Bassler, Ph.D.

Master of Arts

Mathematics
Carolyn Righeimer
Makayla Marie Tyree
Park Van
Jhalyssa S. Williams
Carl D. Young

Master of Science

Applied Mathematics
Cuauhtemoc Aguilar
Hao Gao
Thomas Adrian Holland
Chandana Sree Divya Kunam
Jonathan P. Schuba
An Le Thuy Tran
Rosemaria Varghese

Biochemistry
Shravasti Misra

Computer Science
Zhuo Ai
Saikumar Allam
Dana Rajeh M. Alsagheer
Bharka Ramesh Anandani
Shashank Ananthabhotla 

Venkata Subbu
Gustavo Adolfo Arismendi Camero
Anushka Bansal Kachhia
Ravali Basna
Dinesh Reddy Bethi
Justin Michael Brown
Siva Uday Sampreeth Chebolu
Yeh-Wern Chiam
Sai Prashant Chintalapudi
Smeet Bindesh Chitalia
Prativa Devkota
Navya Doddapaneni
Chethana Dukkipati
Maksim Egorov
Amruta Prakash Ghodke
Feng Guo
Priscilla Likhita Roy Imandi
Abheeshta Reddy Jakka
Xin Jiang
Nicholas Joseph Kaminski
Navleen Kaur
Raga Shalini Koka
Deepika Reddy Konreddy
Arun Kuchibotla
Rohitha Reddy Muppidi
Anusha Nemilidinne
Thu Thi Anh Nguyen
Pushpendra Pushpendra
Rajeshwari Ravi
Anirudh Ravishankar
Teja Lakshmi Salapu
Naresh Kumar Saravana 

Shanmugasundaram
Ashna Milind Shah
Pramit Hitesh Shah
Lavanya Shirur Sudhakar

Harshit Singh
Sai Kiran Varma Sirigiri
Akhil Talari
Harshitha Krishna Thallaparthi
Joel Iype Thomas
Hai-Y Michael H. Tran Nguyen
Jyoti Turkhiya
Nivedita Vattipalli
Yashwanth Reddy Venati
Goutam Venkatesh
Bharat Kumar Verma

Geology
Phinphorn Amonpantang
John Patrick Boyle
Hunter Carr
Benjamin W. Cleveland
Preston J. Fleck
Yuan-Ping Lee
Eric Lunn
Mariah Nicole Michie
Britt Mitchell
Diana Catalina Osorio
Keith Schonberger
Leiser Silva
Stephanie Elaine Suarez
John Thomas Teske
Zeyu Ye
Yang Yu
Fandi Zeng

Geophysics
Hilary Oshoano Aipoh
Mohamed Ahmed Mahmoud Gad
Zhen Li
Luis Alejandro Lopezguedez
Carlos Felipe Manrique Perez
Zachary Lawrence Parra
Xiaoyun Peng
Nathan Allen Pitchford
Jackson J. Zerr

University of Houston
College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Candidates for Graduation
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Bachelor of Arts

Chemistry 
Hien Vo 2

Mathematics
Navoda Naomi Perikala 3

Bachelor of Science

Biochemical and 
Biophysical Sciences
Nnamelu Ifesinachi Akunne 
Ali Mahmood Shakir Al Hatem 1
Atif Shaikh Ali 2
Noah Lee Boyd 
Angela Bryant 
Kelly K. Bui 3
Nico L. Carswell 1
Baiwei Chen 
Abigail Elizabeth Chetlain 1
Estela Cias 2
Rachel Lynn Clark 3
Natalie Kay Cornelius 
Phillip Diep 
Salvador J. Donado 1
Jameil J. Dowding 3
Sarah F. Fasanando 2
William Alexander Ferguson 2
Nicole Christine Henkel 2
Kenny Hong 3
Kalki Kathiravan 
Sara A. Kazmi 
Sofia Khan 
Giang Xuan Le 
Christopher K. Le-Vu 
Jonathan G. Luu 2
Phi H. Millspaugh 3
Farhan Mohiuddin 2
Hina Mohiuddin 3
Tala N. Nassar 1
Ai Le Dieu Nguyen 
Anna Thaole Nguyen 
Christina Minhchau Nguyen 
Christopher N. Nguyen 2

Lisa H. Nguyen 
Nicholas Tri M. K. Nguyen 3
Phuong Phuoc Tue Nguyen 3
Tran Huyen Bao Nguyen 3
Laura Marcela Pareja 
Craig Stuart Parker 
Virag Patel 2
Nhat Uyen Nguyen Pham 2
Akash Ramesh 2
Rosa Margarita Reyna 3
Priscilla G. Rodriguez 
Shadaan A. Rupani 2
Jacob D. Storey 
Emily N. Tang 1
Nicholas A. Vargas 
Michelle Vo 
Celine N. Wang 1
Matthew Zakaria 3

Biology
Baiyinah Iman Abdullah 3
Aus Aboushaer 
Eden Syeda Absar 
Opeoluwa O. A. Akerele 3
Ragab M. Al Shayeb 
Dalia Aldin 
Shahad Salim Alfartosy 2
Arushana Amir Ali 1, 4
Hareem Ali 3
Yumna Ali 2
Zukhruf Ali 1
Ali Mohammed Alshabeeb 1
Raymond Alves 
Aurea Andrades 
Wendy Carolina Argueta 
Stephen Arhewoh 3
Zainab Arif 1
Oswaldo Avendano 
Jared Chase Baker 
Dominic Anthony Bertelli 
Sameer Bilal 
Alfredo P. Boyles 
Valentin Galarza Calvillo 
Reneia Carter 
Kimberly Ceron 2

Rebecca Alexis Chagolla 
Josue Chavarria 
Stephanie Nallely Chavez 3
Jeeda Cheweiky 
Jennifer Marie Cruz 
Phillip Lee Cruz 
Ayushi R. Dalal 1
Sarasvati De Araujo Bacellar 
Carter James DeMars 2
Ashley M. Diaz 
Daniela Lucero Diaz Villafan 
Bryan Minh Dieu 2
Kenneth Do 1
Lianne T. Do 
Linh Khanh Do 
Nhat P. Do 3
Brian Duong 
Sarah R. Durham 
Aiah Tisha Malit Ebueng 
Adanma Crystal Egu 
Tiffany Ehsani 
Dina El Achi 3
Ali Akram Elhenawy 3
Shah Faez 
Lama Mohamad Farhoud 
Ryan Farias 2
Kwesi Kierdell Fields 
Samantha Isabel Fonseca 
Rachel George 
Serein Ghanayem 2
Eyad H. Ghazzawi 
Lauren Michelle Gheorghe 
Kashmeera Rajen Giga 2
Rachel Marie Glover 
Lydia M. Golightly 
Jonathon I. Gomez 1
Andrea Gonzalez 
Jeremy Gonzalez 3
Paola Cristina Gonzalez Avila 2
Justin D. Guillergan 
Jose E. Guzman 
Nicholas L. Hanan 
Thanh P. Hoang 
Vincent Minh Hoang 
Ali Hussain 

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearers

University of Houston
College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Candidates for Graduation
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1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearers

Christie M. Huynh 2
Michelle Nguyen Huynh 2
Nancy Huynh 3
Theresa Huynh 
Erin Hwang 1
Hiroshi Isago 2
Amangelin D. Jalbuena 
Migara Jayasekera 1, 4
Juliann E. Johnson 2
Rebecca L. Keim 3
Huda Khan 1
Mary A. Kirollos 
Jean Pierre G. Kochkarian 1
Kadijah K. Kromah 
Jithin V. Kurian 2
Cindy La 
Tammie P. Lam 
Helen T. Le 
Jenny Khanh Le 
Mai P. Le 
Minh Nguyen Uyen Le 
Wenqi Li 
Francisco Octavio Llauger 3
Celine B. Aguinaldo Loriaga 
Lance E. Velasco Lumahan 
Annie Chamimme Lynch 
Cassandra Q. Maclaren 3
Sarah H. Mai 2
Marissa Maldonado 
Neil L. Maredia 
Sabrina M. Marmol 3
Melissa J. Martin 2
Alexandria Sophia Martinez 
Samuel Robert Mascardo 
Edna Mata 
Sharon Mathew 
Michael Mathews 1
Gabrielle Matillano 
Anna Gabriella Matuk 1
Duncan Joseph McNeillie 2
Pareesa N. Mehra 2
David K. Mendonca 2
Ashkon Mobli 
Misaki Monden 

Anthony D. Moore 3
Amrit Kaur Nagi 
Toresa-Goldy E. Ngalle-Mayer 3
Angela Nguyen 
Carolyn Thu Nguyen 
Heather Nguyen 3
Ivy T. Nguyen 
Kaitlyn Tran Nguyen 2
Kara Nguyen 1
Kelly Thu Nguyen 
Maianh V. Nguyen 2
Michaela Thien Hang Nguyen 
My Ngoc Kieu Nguyen 2
Randy Nguyen 1
Stephanie L. Nguyen 
Tien Ngoc Nguyen 
Victoria Ngoc Yen Nguyen 1
Joshua M. Ninan 1
Paul Angus Niziol 1
Princesslin-Felicitas U. Nwaege 
Angel Javier Olivo 
Chinemerem Opara 
Sheraz M. Pasha 
Janki N. Patel 1
Jil P. Patel 1
Niketa Patel 3
Riya V. Patel 2
Sadye J. Peccora 
Isabel Ann Michelle Pen 
Christian B. Pena 
Alan Kha Pham 
Anna Y. Pham 
Caleb Hieu Pham 
Hung Tien Pham 
Angel Phan 3
Sahishnav Pillai 
Abhishekh Pokhrel 1
Maria Angelica Polo Prieto 2
Brandy K. Potter 
Trini M. Quach 
Shelby Lynn Ragsdale 
Saif Iqbal Rehman 
Coraima D. Reyes 
Marlon E. Rivas Garcia 
Zachary Roccaforte 

Genesis Rodriguez 2
Ivonne Ruiz 
Ammie A. Rupani 
Sierra F. Rupert 3
Shahbaz Hasan Saad 2
Anna Sabu Kurian 2
Anjitha A. Saji 1
Justin Salazar 
Priscilla Sanchez 
Darah Scruggs 3
Dhruv Manish Shah 2
Rachel M. Shenoi 1
Jacob Siahaan 
Nyma Ahmed Siddiqui 
Saad A. Sidiq 1
Hayley Alexandra Snider 3
Megan Elizabeth Sullivan 2
Michael Connor Sullivan 
Khusboo P. Surtani 1
Yousra Syed 
Asvini Thulasi Thiviyanathan 2
Raffles Tong 
Anh My Tran 3
Jaceline Tuyet Tran 
Johnny Tran 
Khoa Duc Tran 
Kimberly M. Tran 3
Lauren Tran 
Tiffany Tran 3
Kaisa Trimiar 3
Nam Hoang Trinh 1
Mari Truong 
Sophia L. Vargas 
Joshua E. Velasquez 
Ines Veselinovic 
David B. Vides 
Jonathan Ky-Chau Vu 
Yussuf Welch 
Jane Wong 
Aroob Zaheer 3
Henry Zhang 
Aya Khalil Ziq 2
Joe Zubin3

University of Houston
College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Candidates for Graduation
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1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearers

Chemistry
Jesus Manuel Aguirre 
Hala Zaki A. Al Matrouk 
Sean Hays Bailey 2
Kay Covarrubias 
Kevin T. Du 
Kaitlyn C. Fortenberry 
Makena Kai Janis 3
Joshua D. Marotzke 
Jessica Yomira Mata 
Abigail Montierth 2
Nhien Quang Quynh Nguyen 
Yen Thi Hoang Nguyen 3
Lee Todd Passwaters 
Timothy Tan Tran 2, 4

Trang T. Trinh 3
Tue Huynh-Nhut Vo 
Chau M. Vuong 2
Shao Kang Wu 
John F. Yazbek

Computer Science
Norman Japheth P. Aberin 3
Edward Adams 
Donald R. Aguinaldo 
Edrienne Jennisse B. Agustin 
Md Nabil Ahsan 
Uroosa Z. Ali 
Christian J. Alonso-Daubney 2
Anthony Alvarez 
Monica Alvarez Padilla 
Brian Eric Anderson 
Richard Adam Anderson 
Wesley Andrade 
Carlos A. Araiza 
Suyogya Bhattarai 
Deniz A. Burduroglu 
Martin Cabrera 
Diego Ivan Camacho 
Marc Anthony Cardenas 
Oscar Leonardo Castaneda 
Hui Chen 
Jeremy Brian Chheav 
Christopher Crawford 3
Christopher T. Dang 

Muhammed F. Danka 
Kaif M. Dauwa 3
Jonathan Davis 
Sean A. De Mesa 3
Andres DeJesus 
Brandon Michael Dozier 
Derrick Bernard Ellis 
Oluwakunle Eniola 
Sanaz Farhadi 2
Zachary T. Faust 
Abdon Jose Ferreira Macedo 3
Edward Matthew Filice 
Luis Flores 
Rogelio Flores 
Victor Ranon Florintsev 
Evelyn Esmeralda Galvan 
Julian Garcia 
Leonel Garcia, Jr. 
Nicholas Rohan Ghansyam 
Navin Ghimire 
Stacy K. Giang 2
Graham Scott Gilman 
Mark Christian Gingoyon 
Justin Howard Goodman 
Woodney Emmanuel Guerrier 
Jason Hachach 
Alessandro Heres 2
Christopher Martyn Hill 
Nghia Ho 
Nien-Tai Ho 2
Julia Marie Hofmeister 3
Ethan Y. Hsiao 
Brandon Oliver Hurrington 
Syed D. Jafry 
Daniel M. Jiwani 
Allan Michael Key 
Eric A. Krebs 
Duy K. Lai 1
Patricio Lamacchia 
Chelsea Lee Lappe 3
Anh T. Le 
Brandon Le 
Tony Trong Minh Le 
Vivian Vy Le 1
Chang Jin Lee 1, 4

Haoxian Lin 
Abigail Janette Linden 3
Sebastian Erick Macedonio 
Snehil Maknojia 
Ritika Malhotra 
Daria Saori Martin 
Ryan Matherne 
Cedric L. Mathis 
Lisette Matute 
April Tija McRae 
Hayyaan Merchant 
Isabella Aera Millman 
Christian Michael Mohr 
Safik Tajdin N. Momin 
Shafi Salim Momin 3
Chansik Moon 2
Renzo Gabriel Moran 
Jackson Marshal Murrell 2
Nivetha Natarajan 
Minh Quang Ngo 
Andrew K. Nguyen 
Chien Minh Nguyen 
Duong Thi Thuy Nguyen 1
Phillip T. Nguyen 3
Tu Van Ngoc Nguyen 
Chinemerem N. Njoku 3
Devine Ekemini Nkanga 
Austin Norfleet 
Ijeriedumare I. Omitogun 
Fabian Angel Ornelas 
Michael Elias Panagos 
Joseph J. Park 
Diego J. Perez 3
Israel A. Perez 
Jeffrey Steven Pernia 
Vincent Chung Hei Poon 1, 4
Collin Andrew Potter 
Matthew Potter
Madison Pratt 
Qi Qi 
Xavier Ramirez 
Ahmed Raza 
Tyler James Remmie 2
Brandon C. Robinson 3
Juan Carlos Salazar 

University of Houston
College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Candidates for Graduation
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Jeffry Remberto Sandoval 2
Daniel Robert Schuette 2
Thomas Severson 2
Arjun H. Shah 3
Abubakr Shaik 
Ketan Sinha 
Joe C. Smith 
Morris Tuwa Smith 
Tristen Sprainis 
Zhiyuan Sun 
Fehrin Sunesara 3
Shaneej Sunesara 
Quang Tri W. Thai 2
Akhil Thampy 
Oscar Alberto Tovar 
Bao Quoc Tran 
Khang Quang Tran 3
Ton Nhan Tran 
Michelle T. Truong 
Zengye Tu 
William M. Turner 
Giovanni Vega 
Pablo Velez 
Chuong A. Vu 3
Payne E. Wheat 3
Corbin Matthew Williams 3
Grant A. Williams 
Christopher K. Wong 
Henry Daniel Ying 
Syed A. Zaidi 
Mohammed Zeeshan 
Gonzalo De Jesus Zepeda Galvan

Computer Science – Business
Sai Raghuram Nanduri 
Robert Spratlin

Environmental Sciences
Ruth M. Acosta 
Sandra Victoria Berger 3
Cassandra Jasmin Brayer 
Kennetch Castro 
Sage Robert Damian 
Catalina Guerra 
Alyssa Louise Holler 
Husna Huque 2

Gabriella Anne Jakubowski 
Darling Martinez 
Ythalya Ortuno 
Leslie N. Pham 3
Robert D. Rutz

Geology
Roberto C. Alvarado 
Christine Alice Bax 
Hallie Marie Fowler 
Monica Frances Guerrero 
Dana Michelle Hernandez 
Tyson Herrin 
Payton Lee McCain 3
Benjamin Kyle Niemeyer 
Stanley Kelechukwu Njoku 
Frank Onyebuchukwu Okonkwo 
Hennah-Jean Imperio Pascual 
Trevor D. Russell 
Syed Osman Ali Tirmizi 
Tyler James Wood 2, 4

Geophysics
Aminat Adejola Animashawun 
Zaigham A. Butt 
Nkembi Jevas Egbe Tambe 
Ivan Lerma 
Dustin James McCreight 
Mason Dale Moore 3
Ovie Victor Obada 
Connor David Purcell 
Christopher Bryan Rasmus 
Braxton Lloyd Singletary 
Zeinab Yasmine Soumahoro 
Ellie Sun 
Chad Wesley Walsh

Honors Biomedical Sciences
Omar B. Abousaway 1
Maryam Ali 1
Harshika R. Avula 1
Sohan A. Gadkari 3
Andrea M. Garza Elizondo 2
Debopriyo Halder 1
Jade Hostetter 2
Raj S. Iyer 2

Praneeth V. Kambhampati 2
Manasa L. Kanukurthy1

Aishwarya Kothare 2
Kartik Neil Kulkarni 1
Divya Treesa Kurian 
Alexander Le 2
Trisha Mulamreddy 1
Neelesh C. Mutyala 1
Elissa Huong Nguyen 2
Isabelle T. Nguyen 2
Kevin M. Nguyen 3
Trong Thanh Nguyen 1
Ryan Nowrouzi 1
Anusha K. Sherwani 1
Devanshi Singh 2
Joel Thomas 1
John Tran 2
Keilly Solangee Trujillo 2
Rishi Raj Wagle 1
Reshan Weerasooriya 1
Melissa Yupeng Yang 1
Safiyya Tabish Zaidi 3
Maggie L. Zhang 1

Mathematical Biology
Rachel J. Coleman 
Valeria Duran 3
Amani J. Halawa 3
Ninachristin Espino Josue 2
Amur S. Kouka 
Vishaal R. Kuruvanka 3
Mariyah A. McNeil 
Nhubinh Liza Nguyen 
Ibidolapo Arinola Okedara 
Chuong Pham 1
Reda Syed 2
Jonathan David Tao 1

Mathematics
Muhtasim Ahmed 2
Belinda Veronica Anaya 
Sarah Abigail Anleu 
Mohammed M. M. Bo Khamsin 
Jordan Burell 
Chandel F. Burgess 
Esdras N. Carcamo Quinteros 

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearers

University of Houston
College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Candidates for Graduation
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University of Houston
College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Candidates for Graduation

Karina Cavazos 3
Monica Cavazos 
Ibrahim Chalhoub 
Ryan Y. Chan 2
Erik D. Chavarrieta 
Giovanni Martin Dagher 
Nina Quynh Nhu Dau 
Alexis Nicole De Leon 2
Jessica Dominguez 2
Sean M. Eli 1
Oscar Fraide 
Gary Alan Friend 
Lydia M. Golightly 
Ashly Nicole Heimdal 
Albert James Hernandez 1
Danielle N. Jackson 
Tymothee Dewayne Jones 
Benjamin Franklin Karl 
Maci A. Kelley 
John Kyunghyun Kim 
Prim Krisananuwat 
Tia S. Lal 1, 4
Thuy Le 1

Nelly Nga Tu Ly 
Barbara Liseth Maldonado 
Numa N. Manasiya 2
Justin L. Martin 
Noelle Joanna Meinen 
Amber L. Mixon 
Nicholas A. Mojaver 
Carrie G. Moore 3
Nicholas V. Moorman 2
Youssef Moussa Mroue 
Sara Nafaryeh 3
Huong Thien Nguyen 
Lien Ai Nguyen 
Francis John Obrien 2
Sylvia Anicia Palos 
Jordan A. Robles 2
Jose R. Saldana 
Sean Philip Skowron 3
Dayana Sosa 3
Ruoyu Sun 2
Brittiny An Tran 
Michelle Q. Tran 2
Xuan Thi Thanh Tran 2

Thanh Phan Dan Trinh 3
Joseph Aaron Tucker 
Marilyn Sung Yi

Physics
Jonathon Wyatt Bialas 
Amanda Nicole Emery 
Taylor D. Hill 
Adam Johnston Howsmon 
Samina Afroze Huq 2
Ryan Matthew Lopez 
Anthony Martinez 
Dylan J. Martinez 
Saul Vitalik Martinez 
Andrew Martin S. Mathews 
Erick Nicholas Mayorga 
Samuel Suryaputra Oedi 3
Alejandro Ramirez 2
Sara S. Rojas 
Daniel Maddox Scott 1, 4
Kendall Lizette Sifuentes 
Bhagwan Dass Singh 
Leonel Varvelo 
Andrew B. Wiesen 3

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearers
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Message from the Dean

Dear Nursing Graduates,

You are exemplary nursing graduates from the University of Houston! 
You have earned the BSN or MSN degree and are now UH Nurses 
ready to be pinned with a UH Nursing pin. Thank you for being a 
student at the University of Houston, and thank you for choosing to be 
a nurse!

Your education at the College of Nursing has equipped you to embark upon your career as a 
nurse leader and nurse clinician. During your time at the University of Houston as a nursing 
student, you have collectively spent thousands of hours in clinical, classroom, simulation 
labs and volunteering, thus adding to the strength and vibrancy of our community and 
our profession. I am especially proud of those who volunteered through civic engagement 
opportunities. Thank you.

I look forward to seeing the impact your careers and professional contributions will have on 
the future of health care and nursing. You will have many experiences and opportunities in 
your career, and I look forward to hearing about them all as you practice nursing in the city 
of Houston, our state, the nation and around the world.

As lifelong learners, I invite you to stay connected with your College of Nursing. We 
welcome and invite you to become “life members” of the UH Nursing Alumni Association. 
You will always have a special honor of being a UH Nurse. You will be reminded of this 
distinct honor each time you wear your nursing pin, engage with the College of Nursing or 
the University of Houston.

Congratulations Cougar Nurses!

Sincerely,

Kathryn M. Tart, EdD (’99), MSN, RN 
Founding Dean and Professor 
Humana Endowed Dean’s Chair in Nursing
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University of Houston
College of Nursing

Commencement and Pinning Ceremony 
Friday, May 10, 2019, 3 p.m. 
University of Houston at Sugar Land

 PROCESSIONAL “Four Seasons” by Vivaldi

 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS Kathryn M. Tart, EdD (’99), MSN, RN 
  Founding Dean and Professor 
  Humana Endowed Dean’s Chair in Nursing

 GREETINGS FROM THE UH SYSTEM The Honorable Durga D. Agrawal 
 BOARD OF REGENTS Member

 Speaker Kelli Nations, MHA, BSN, RN, NE-BC 
  Chief Nurse Executive 
  HCA Houston Healthcare Gulf Coast Division

 DESCRIPTION OF PIN Dean Tart

 PINNING OF BACHELOR Kathleen Reeve, DrPH, ANP-BC, FNP-C 
 AND MASTER CANDIDATES Associate Dean and Clinical Professor 
  and College of Nursing Faculty

 PRESENTATION OF BACHELOR Associate Dean Reeve 
 AND MASTER CANDIDATES 

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES Dean Tart

 FAREWELL FROM THE FACULTY Associate Dean Reeve

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music

 RECESSIONAL “Radetzky Waltz” by Strauss
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University of Houston
College of Nursing

Commencement Speaker

Kelli Nations, MHA, BSN, RN, NE-BC

Kelli Nations is the HCA Houston Healthcare Division Chief Nurse 
Executive. Kelli is a graduate of Texas Woman’s University with her 
Masters in Healthcare Administration and Bachelors of Science in 
Nursing.  Kelli is currently completing her Doctorate of Business 
Administration with a focus in Leadership Development from 
Northcentral University.  Kelli is also a Certified Nurse Executive 
through the American Nurses Credentialing Association.  

Kelli’s role serves as the nursing leader for over 8,000 nurses, caring for patients in the 
18 hospitals for HCA Houston Healthcare.  Kelli also serves on the University of Houston 
College of Nursing Advisory Council, National Chi Omega Scholarship Review Board, 
and is a member of Sigma Phi Chi Chapter, American Nurses Association, Texas Nurses 
Association, and Texas Organization of Nurse Executives.  

Kelli and her husband, John, and seventeen-year old daughter, Abigail, reside in 
Shenandoah, Texas. 
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University of Houston
College of Nursing

Graduates

Spring 2019

MSN Graduates
Alida Coromoto Chacon Padilla
Courtney Ann Harris 4
Serena K. Jackson 4
Sarah Makahani

Ruth Muthoni Mburu
Christiana Olubunmi Mobolade
Rose Munuve-Akinnola
Ozny Olvera
Aaron L. Pongvachararak

Kenechukwu S. Ugochukwu
Kimberly Dione Williams

RN to BSN Graduate
Melissa Ceron

Summer 2019

RN to BSN Graduates Sandra Maria Magdaleno
Erin Hitzfeld Shipley

1 Summa Cum Laude Honors - 2 Magna Cum Laude Honors - 3 Cum Laude Honors - 4 Sigma Theta Tau International Member
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University of Houston
College of Nursing

Scholarships

MSN Clinical and Practicum Affiliations
Access Health

Brazos Primary and Urgent Care
Excel Urgent Care

Family First Urgent Care
Fort Bend County Health and Human Services

HCA – Bayshore Medical Center
HCA – Clear Lake Regional Medical Center

Heights Doctors Clinic
Hillcroft Physicians

Hiwet Clinic
Houston Family Physicians

Houston Methodist Primary Care Group - Montgomery
Houston Neurology Clinical & Diagnostic Consultants

Just 4 Kids Pediatrics
Marcos A. Aquino, MD

M.D. Anderson – Texas Medical Center
Matagorda Episcopal Health Outreach Program

Medella Urgent Care
Medical Clinics of Sealy

Medicorp – My Family Doctor
North Houston Birth Center

Northwest Assistance Ministries Children’s Clinic
PCP For Life – Lakewood Family Practice

Reddy Cardiac Wellness & Diabetes Reversal Center
San Martin OB/GYN

Texas Medical and Geriatric Center
UTMB Primary and Specialty Care

WellAid Clinic
The Women’s Health Solution

RN to BSN Clinical Affiliations
Fort Bend County Health and Human Services

Vantage Hospice
HCA – West Houston Medical Center

Evidence-Based Practice Capstone Paper
Behavioral Approach to Improve 

Insomnia in Older Adults
Alida Chacon, BSN, RN

STOPP/START Protocol to Reduce Polypharmacy 
Among Geriatric Population

Courtney Harris, BSN, RN

Engaging Nurse Preceptors for a Positive Student Clinical 
Experience: Implementing a Preceptor Training Program

Serena Jackson, BSN, RN-BC, CVRN-BC

Increasing Interprofessional Education in 
Undergraduate Nursing Programs

Sarah Makahani, BSN, RN, CPN

Vitamin D Supplementation to Decrease 
Respiratory Infections in Adults

Ruth Mburu, BSN, RN

5 A’s Intervention to Increase Smoking 
Cessation in Primary Care

Christiana Mobolade, BSN, RN

Home Health Transitional Care Interventions 
(TCI) to Reduce Rehospitalization

in Geriatric Patients with Heart Failure
Rose Munuve-Akinnola, BSN, RN

Increasing the HPV Vaccination Rates: 
A Primary Care Initiative

Ozny Olvera, BSN, RN

Probiotics to Treat and Prevent 
Antibiotic Associated Diarrhea
Aaron Pongvachararak, BSN, RN

PDMP Utilization to Decrease Prescription 
Opioid Overdose Deaths

Kenechukwu Ugochukwu, BSN, RN

Does Implementation of a Brief Mindfulness 
Intervention Impact Nurse Burnout and Compassion 

Fatigue on a Medical, Surgical Oncology Unit?
Kimberly Williams, BSN, RN
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University of Houston
College of Nursing

Scholarships

Scholarship Donors
Blomstrom Endowed Scholarship

Good Samaritan Foundation
Gulf Coast Medical Foundation

J. Dunn Foundation
The Hamill Foundation

Marjorie Akers Hilty Gurasich Scholarship Endowment
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Message from the Executive Director

Well … you made it! Congratulations! This class of Master of Public 
Policy students is the first one to hold its University Commencement 
ceremony separately from the College of Liberal Arts and Social 
Sciences, as we make our full transition into a separate school in the fall.

Today, we all — family, friends, faculty, administrators, and staff — 
celebrate your accomplishment.

Your hard work paid off. It is my firm belief the “Hobby way” of training you have learned 
provides you with a firm foundation and an advantage to compete with anybody in the 
marketplace.

Looking to the future, and I may have mentioned this to some of you before, there are three 
additional things that will help you in your journey.

First, and consider this rule number one: see things as they are…and not in ways that make 
you feel comfortable. This is the path to constant self-improvement.

Second, don’t make messes for others to clean up. This is the road to personal responsibility.

And finally, always bring your “A” game. A “C” game means you are not living up to your 
potential. If someone else is doing better — learn from them — and then go back to rule 
number one and make changes and adapt.

This three step process of self-improvement never ends. Never. It will serve you well. Trust me.

And now it is time celebrate. You are now members of the Hobby School Alumni. The faculty 
and staff pledge to work with you in all endeavors — great and small.

Wishing you all a rich and rewarding future,

 

Jim Granato, Ph.D. 
Executive Director
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University of Houston
Hobby School of Public Affairs

Commencement Ceremony 
Saturday, May 11, 2019, 9 a.m. 
University of Houston Hilton Hotel

 OPENING PROCESSION 

 PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS UH Army ROTC Color Guard

 NATIONAL ANTHEM Moores School of Music

 WELCOME Jim Granato 
  Executive Director

 GREETINGS FROM THE UH SYSTEM The Honorable Peter K. Taaffe 
 BOARD OF REGENTS Vice Chair

 GREETINGS FROM THE Paula Myrick Short 
 UH ADMINISTRATION Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

 GREETINGS FROM THE Ben Hanna 
 HOBBY SCHOOL OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS Vice President 
 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

 STUDENT ADDRESS Will Janowski

 AWARD PRESENTATION Alan Witt 
  Director of Graduate Studies

  Garnet Coleman Award for Student Excellence: 
  Will Janowski and Laura Rodriguez

 COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS The Honorable Garnet F. Coleman 
  Texas State Representative, District 147

 PRESENTATION OF MPP CANDIDATES Director Witt

 CANDIDATE NAMES READ BY Executive Director Granato

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES Provost Short

 CLOSING REMARKS Executive Director Granato

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music

 RECESSIONAL 
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University of Houston
Hobby School of Public Affairs

Commencement Speaker

The Honorable Garnet F. Coleman 
Texas State Representative, District 147

Garnet F. Coleman has served the people of District 147 in the Texas 
House of Representatives continuously since 1991. Throughout his years 
of service, Representative Coleman has earned a reputation as a diligent 
leader in the areas of health care, economic development and education. 
He is currently the Senior ranking member of the Public Health 
Committee as well as the Chairman of the County Affairs Committee.

Some of his most significant legislative accomplishments include joint authoring 
legislation that simplified access to children’s Medicaid for more than 600,000 
children in Texas who were eligible for the program but were not enrolled because of 
bureaucratic barriers. Representative Coleman also passed the Sandra Bland Act which 
included de-escalation training for officers, improving the process to make a complaint 
or compliment of an officer, jail diversion, jail safety, improved data collection, and 
improvements to mental healthcare.

Representative Coleman’s legislative efforts have been recognized in numerous ways. 
On two occasions, he was named to the prestigious Texas Monthly Ten Best Legislators 
List and in 2005 he received the Eli Lilly Reintegration Award for his efforts to increase 
services and decrease the stigma associated with mental illness.

Striving to increase economic development in Texas, Representative Coleman has been 
instrumental in passing legislation fostering urban redevelopment. He authored and 
passed legislation that created the Greater Southeast Management District, the Downtown 
Management District and the Fourth Ward and East Montrose Improvement Districts. 

Outside of his legislative work, Representative Coleman remains active and involved 
in the Houston community. He serves on the advisory board of the Houston Children’s 
Museum and the Ensemble Theater. In 1991, Representative Coleman founded 
S.M.A.R.T. Kids, a youth development program that provides much-needed tutoring for 
inner-city students.

Raised in Houston, Representative Coleman attended Howard University in 
Washington, D.C. and graduated from the University of St. Thomas cum laude with a 
Bachelor of Arts in 1990. He also completed the prestigious Harvard University Senior 
Executive Program for State and Local Government.

Representative Coleman and his wife, Angelique, reside in Houston’s University Oaks 
neighborhood. They have two children, Austin and Evan.
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Spring 2019

Master of Public Policy
Maribel Burgos
Lauren Erickson
Jamie Hannan
John Ryan Hormell

Will Janowski
Sara Moran
Amber Murray
Mariah Najmuddin
Ja-Nessia Prince

Sarah Rashidi
Laura Rodriguez
Eric Schroeder
Samaree Warner
Tamekia Woods

Pi Alpha Alpha Honor Society Graduates
Pi Alpha Alpha is the global honor society for public affairs and administration. The minimum requirements for graduate students 
to be inducted are to achieve and maintain a 3.7 or above GPA, and the completion of more than 50% of coursework in a public 
policy/public administration degree. 

Maribel Burgos
Lauren Erickson
Jamie Hannan

Will Janowski
Sara Moran
Mariah Najmuddin

Laura Rodriguez
Eric Schroeder

Garnet Coleman Award For Student Excellence
The Garnet Coleman Award for Student Excellence has been created in honor of Texas State Representative Garnet Coleman’s 
support for the Hobby School’s programs and students. This award is presented to outstanding graduating students in the Master 
of Public Policy program.

Will Janowski
Laura Rodriguez

University of Houston
Hobby School of Public Affairs

Candidates for Graduation
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Message from the Dean

Dear Social Work Graduates:

Congratulations on your graduation today from the faculty and staff at 
the Graduate College of Social Work.

This celebration marks the end of your time of hard work and the 
beginning of a career in one of the most honorable professions in the 
world. We would be remiss if we failed to acknowledge not only your 

accomplishments, but also the support of your family, significant others, and classmates who 
have helped along the way. And of course, I hope the encouragement and counsel of our 
incredible faculty and staff have also contributed to your success.

Your motivation and perseverance to complete this degree have prepared you to be of service 
to those who are in need. I hope that you also will use your knowledge and skills to address 
the social, racial, economic, and political injustices that exist in our society and around the 
world. Now more than ever, social workers are needed to confront these injustices and to 
create a society where justice is no longer an aspiration, but a reality.

I, along with the faculty and staff of the Graduate College of Social Work, wish you every 
success in the coming years and we look forward to your continued involvement with our 
College and with our Graduate College of Social Work Alumni Association. We honor you 
today on your achievement and hope that your future is enriched through a successful and 
significant social work career.

Sincerely

,

 

Alan J. Dettlaff, Ph.D., M.S.W. 
Dean  
Maconda Brown O’Connor Endowed Dean’s Chair
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University of Houston 
Graduate College of Social Work

Commencement Ceremony
Wednesday, May 8, 2019, 2 p.m. 
Fertitta Center

 PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music

  Grand Marshal Susan Robbins, Ph.D.

  Candidates for Graduation

  Platform Party

 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION Alan Dettlaff, Ph.D. 
  Dean and Maconda Brown O’ Connor Endowed Dean’s Chair

 GREETINGS FROM THE UH SYSTEM The Honorable Jack B. Moore 
 BOARD OF REGENTS Regent

 PRESENTATION OF AWARDS Stephanie Gomez 
  GCSW Student Association Award Presenter

  Jamie Parker, LMSW 
  Director of Field Education and Clinical Assistant Professor

 SPEAKER Laurie Vignaud 
  Assistant Director 
  City of Houston Housing & Community Development

 PRESENTATION OF PH.D. CANDIDATES Sheara Jennings, Ph.D. 
  Associate Dean for Doctoral Education

 HOODING OF PH.D. CANDIDATES Dissertation Advisors

 PRESENTATION OF M.S.W. CANDIDATES Nicole Bromfield, Ph.D. 
  Associate Dean of Academic Affairs

 CANDIDATE NAMES READ BY Robin Gearing, Ph.D. 
  Associate Professor

  Aabha Brown, LMSW 
  Clinical Assistant Professor

 HOODING OF M.S.W. CANDIDATES Donna Amtsberg, LCSW 
  Clinical Assistant Professor

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES Dean Dettlaff

 CLOSING REMARKS Dean Dettlaff

 RECESSIONAL Moores School of Music
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University of Houston 
Graduate College of Social Work

Candidates for Graduation

Fall 2018

Doctor of Philosophy
Tamara H. Al Rawwad

HIV Knowledge and Testing Behaviors 
Among Middle Eastern and North 
Africans ages 18-35 in the U.S.
Dissertation Committee Chair:  
Luis R. Torres, Ph.D.

Spring 2019

Doctor of Philosophy
Hannah Ashley Davis Kimbrough

Building, Maintaining, and Assessing 
Trusted Influence: A Grounded Theory  
of Clinical Social Workers on Inter-
professional Behavioral Health Teams
Dissertation Committee Chair:  
Susan Robbins, MSW, Ph.D.

Ann Elizabeth Webb, J.D.
Attitudes and Intentions of Social Work 
& Law Students Toward Each Other and 
Practice Together: A Quantitative Study
Dissertation Committee Chair:  
Monit Cheung, MA, MSW, Ph.D.

Miao Yu
A Longitudinal Study of the Stress-
Buffering Effect of Social Support on 
Postpartum Depression
Dissertation Committee Chair:  
Allen Rubin, MSW, Ph.D.

Shu Zhou
Social Work Supervisory Transition: 
From Frontline to Supervisor
Dissertation Committee Chair:  
Monit Cheung, Ph.D.

Fall 2018

Master of Social Work
Amanda Austin
Hayley Brown
Erin Eriksen

Draughn Evans
Aaliyah Holiday
Tekeisha Lewis
Kimley Meredith
Regina Odimegwu 

Bilikisu Ogunboyejo
Mia Sepulveda
Megan Taylor
Hiu Ching Wan 

Spring and Summer 2019 

Master of Social Work
Zafar Abdi
Tiara Abercrombie
Oluwatobiloba Adegoke
Karimat Afinnih
Jordan Aguilar
Angel Akins
Dominique Alexander
Joshua Allbright
Kristin Allen

Julie Alms
Lorena Alvarez
Amber Ansari
Khalia Bailey
Shaniqua Baker 
Natalia Ballon
Heather Barr
Keadra Benford
Marie Best 
Corienne Betts
Betsabeth Beyk

Tiara Bolton
Jessie Boone
Diamond Brantley
Janelle Brinton
Alexis Campbell
Madeline Cardone
Mary Carr
Jamayne Carter-Casey
David Castele
Madeline Castilla
Cristina Castro
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Katherine Chamberlain
Amanda Chapa
Nedra Cheatham
Sara Corey
Natalie Cortes
Eveling Crisostomo
David Cyprus
Eliot Davis
Krystle Davis
Raven Davis
Jessica Del Fierro
Nathan Dentino
Amber DeRamus
Constance Dixon
Ivy Dolf
Cleia Dominguez
Gisela Dominguez
Cassandra Donovan
Lashunte Duncan
Melissa Egland
Janett Espinoza
Kimberly Espinoza
Carley Exiga
Brittany Faller
Devon Fan
Jason Fernandez
Alison Flores
Jenifer Flores
Karla Flores
Michelle Franklin
Molly Freemantle
DeQuita Frost
Tionne Fuller
Andre Galvez
Nathalie Garcia
Melissa Gates
Brandy Gibson
Lydia Giordano
Kaitlyn Glisan
Sophie Gonsoulin
Dominique Gonzalez
Katherine Griffin
Christine Guderian
Oswaldo Gutierrez
Andrea Hanna
LaDreamer Harrison

Monica Heckner
Angel Hernandez
Laura Hernandez
Kevin Ho
Cherie Hoepfl
Lee Holley
Rebecca Jacklin
Arue Jacobo
Justo Jaimes
Roberta Jennings
Lakeltra Jones
Rachael Jones
Taler Jones
Wendy Kardorff
Elyssa Kellogg
Toni Kelly
Stephanie King
Laura Kirkland
Elizabeth Klein
Daniel Knight
Elena Knutson
Esther Kwak
Kelsey Lagus
Joseph Lenhoff
Han Lim
Susan Lingle
Dena Lipper
Jessica Lira
Sandra Lopez
Stephen Lopez
Alesandra Lozano
Rachel Marino
Mariela Martinez
Yesenia Martinez
Christopher McCarthy
Pranee Mclean
Jessica Meaux
Oshira Medina Ramirez
Maura Messer
Lauren Micheletti
Lesley Miller
Ashley Mitchell
Mercedeh Mohagheghi
Christine Molino
Martha Montoya-Sanchez
Angela Moore

Maria Morales
Dennise Moreno
Gabrielle Morton
Mark Muecke
Abigail Murillo
Brenda Navarrete
Melissa Negrete
Jennifer Nelson
Jerriann Nettles
Ashley Nolan
Erlene Norris
Toni Olamigoke
Amina Omar Ali
Kasey Ong
Erin Oropeza
Mariah Owen
Cynthia Parker
Tina Patterson
Jennifer Pearson
Salvador Perez
Stephanie Perrine
Elena Petre-Grigorescu
Breyanna Petrie
Angela Pidala
Virginia Pixley
Serena Promisee
Charlotte Pulitzer
Lina Quintana
Marjorie Ramirez
Joana Rebollo
Sarah Reid
Latosha Rhone
Lolita Robles
Jenny Rodriguez
Laura Rodriguez
Vanessa Romero
Dana Rose
Ashley Rowland
Jasmine Rusk
Karina Salas
Paola Salazar
Jackyline Sanchez
Cari Schroeder
Latrenia Scott
Brittany Sharp
John Shiflet

University of Houston 
Graduate College of Social Work

Candidates for Graduation
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Kelcie Silvio
Harriet Smith
Katherine Smith
Megan Smith
Zvonimir Smith
Sky Soto
Morgan Stafford
Emily Stump
Jonelle Sullivan
Brittney Tan
Rachael Taylor
Sandra Tholiti
Christina Thompson

Charles Tolden, Jr.
Chelsi Torres 
Claire Treacy
Gabriela Trevino
Heidi Tso
Angela Ugboaja
Sarah Uridales
Maria Valencia Hernandez
Valeria Vallejo
Crystal Valmont
Maricela Varela
Marcela Velazquez
Carmen Villanueva

Michael Waldheim
Cecilia Wanga
Kenyatta Washington
Ryan Whitman
 Linda Williams
Summer Williams
La Tesa Williams-Spencer
Svetlana Willoughby
Kamah Wilson
Jasmine Woods
Melanie Ziegler 

University of Houston 
Graduate College of Social Work

Candidates for Graduation
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Agencies for Gerontology Intercultural Field Training Fellowship (AGIFT)
Natalia Ballon

Constance Dixon
Jason Fernandez

Monica Heckner
Amina Omar Ali

Megan Taylor

Ann Parham Scholarship
Roberta Jennings

Austin Legislative Internship Scholarship
Eliot Davis

Merci Mohagheghi
Brittany Sharp

Barbara and Ernest Henley Endowment for Family Health Scholarship
Janelle Brinton

Dr. Barbara G. (Bobbi) & Mr. J. Victor (Vic) Samuels  
Dean’s Advisory Council Scholarship

Stephanie Perrine Jackyline Sanchez

Catherine Tuong So Lam Scholarship
Hiu Ching Wan

C.F. Reibenstein Endowment for Social Work Education
Corienne Betts

Child Welfare Education Project Stipend (CWEP)
Jamayne Carter-Casey

Melissa Egland
LaDreamer Harrison

Toni Kelly
Latosha Rhone

Cari Schroeder
Rachael Taylor

Crystal Valmont
La Tesa Williams-Spencer

Dean’s Advisory Council Scholarship
Oluwatobiloba Adegoke

Karimat Afinnih
Khalia Bailey
Sara Corey

Ivy Dolf
Brittany Faller
Andre Galvez

Dominique Gonzalez
Mariela Martinez

Yesenia Martinez
Martha Montoya-Sanchez

Maria Renee Morales
Gabrielle Morton

Erlene Norris
Toni Olamigoke

Stephanie Perrine
Breyanna Petrie
Lina Quintana

University of Houston 
Graduate College of Social Work

GCSW Scholarships
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University of Houston 
Graduate College of Social Work

GCSW Scholarships

Ashley Rowland
Emily Stump

Jonelle Sullivan
Kenyatta Washington

Linda Williams
Kamah Wilson

Svetlana Willoughby

Florence Clemenger Presidential Fellowship
Hannah Kimbrough

George Foundation Scholarship
Betsabeth Beyk Elena Petre-Grigorescu

GLOBE: Team Training for Behavioral Health Workforce Stipend
Jordan Aguilar
Lorena Alvarez
David Castele
Carley Exiga

Michelle Franklin
Andrea Hanna

Lee Holley

Lakeltra Jones
Christopher McCarthy

Jessica Meaux
Abigail Murillo

Stephanie Perrine
Jenny Rodriguez

Sky Soto

Gulen Institute Scholarship
Hannah Kimbrough

Ann Webb
Miao Yu

Gulen Institute International Social Work Scholarship
La Tesa Williams-Spencer

Michelle Franklin
Jason Fernandez

Khalia Bailey
Krystle Davis

Hamill Foundation Houston Scholarship
Jordan Aguilar
Amanda Austin
Natalie Cortes 

Gisela Dominguez
Cassandra Donovan

Brandy Gibson
Kelsey Lagus

Sandra Lopez
Alesandra Lozano
Ashley Rowland

Kelcie Silvio
Emily Stump

Jonelle Sullivan

Hogg Foundation Scholarship
Lesley Miller
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Isla Carroll Turner Fellowship in Gerontological Social Work 
(In Memory of Bert F. Winston, Jr.) Scholarship

Jason Fernandez
Mariela Martinez

Toni Olamigoke

Linda K. May Scholarship
Claire Treacy

George W. Magner Endowed Scholarship in Social Work 
Alesandra Lozano

Mark Magaziner Fellowship
Hannah Kimbrough

Marjorie L. and Robert R. Jenkins Scholarship
Hiu Ching Wan

Michael and Vickey Daley Scholarship
Alesandra Lozano

R. J. DeBottis Scholarship
DeQuita Frost
Lesley Miller

Heidi Tso

Ruthmary Anderson Durham Goldman Scholarship
Karimat Afinnih

Sandra A. Lopez Scholarship for Excellence in Clinical Practice
Charlotte Pulitzer

SHINE HRSA SDS Scholarship
Amber Ansari 

Diamond Brantley
Nedra Cheatham

Jenifer Flores
Daniel Knight
Ashley Nolan

Serena Promisee

Christina Thompson
Charles Tolden, Jr.

Valeria Vallejo
Cecilia Wanga

Summer Williams
Jasmine Woods

Stella L. Ehrhardt Scholarship
Eveling Crisostomo Nathalie Garcia

University of Houston 
Graduate College of Social Work

GCSW Scholarships
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The Presidential Fellowship
Hannah Kimbrough

Miao Yu
Shou Zhou

Vicki Tidwell Palmer Fellowship
Ashley Mitchell

Wayne B. Duddlesten, Sr. Foundation Scholarship
Constance Dixon Stephanie Perrine 

Barbara Winston Scholarship
Eveling Crisostomo

Jessica Lira
Joana Rebollo

Student Association Awards

Barbara Jordan Unity Award
This award is in the name of the first black woman elected to the Texas Senate and the first U.S. Representative for 
Houston’s 18th District, known for her tenacity and perseverance. The recipient of this award is a part time (face to 
face or Hybrid) student who has demonstrated discipline, determination, and a high standard of excellence.

Jane Addams Award
This award is named for one of the Social Work profession’s founders and examples of conviction put into practice. 
This award is given to the student who best demonstrates service to the GCSW, professionalism, scholastic 
achievement, leadership, and the ability to establish and maintain faculty-student support and rapport.

Malala Yousafzai Peace Award
Malala graces the mural on the second floor of the GCSW and famously said, “When the whole world is silent, even 
one voice becomes powerful.” This award is given to the student who most exemplifies the power of this principle. 
This student is innovative in leadership style, thought, and character and is known as someone who embodies the 
change they work to achieve.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Social Justice Award
This award is named for one of society’s greatest contemporary examples of advocacy, empowerment, and the 
championing of social justice and is given to the student who embodies these same principles. As a leader, this award 
recipient has shown the power to cooperatively determine goals and unite others behind their causes. 

University of Houston 
Graduate College of Social Work

Awards
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Dolores Huerta Service Award
This award is given to the student who has performed exceptional community service beyond employment or field 
practicum. Additionally, the recipient of this award represents the epitome of social work values and ethics and 
supports a traditional casework philosophy.

Outstanding Faculty Award
This award was initiated by the Student Association to honor and recognize a member of the GCSW faculty who 
demonstrates exceptional class performance, supportive student interaction, professional role modeling, and advocacy 
on behalf of students. The faculty members chosen for this award will have the honor of placing Master’s degree 
hoods on candidates and serving as a reader for graduation at today’s ceremony.

Outstanding Staff Award
This award is given to honor a staff member who has provided outstanding friendship and support to students throughout 
the academic year. Although this person may not have instructional interaction with students, they are chosen based on their 
commitment to the GCSW and the promulgation of social work education, values, and ethics.

Humanitarian Award
This award is given to an individual from the community that exemplifies social work through their dedication and efforts to 
promote social justice and equality. This community leader embodies the core components of social work by promoting the well-
being of individuals and communities through social change and honors people’s right to self-determination.

Field Education Awards

Outstanding Field Instructor of the Year
Nominated by students, recipients of this award are social work practitioners who have demonstrated teaching 
excellence, practice competence, commitment to social work values and ethics, professionalism and an ability to serve 
as an effective and inspiring field educator and social work role model. 

University of Houston 
Graduate College of Social Work

Awards
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Message from the Dean

Dear Graduates,

Many congratulations to you on your graduation from the University 
of Houston College of Technology. This is an outstanding achievement 
and one which you, and your families, will be justifiably proud.

But make no mistake, this is just the start of a lifelong process of 
learning as you continue to develop in your chosen careers – careers 

which will have a direct impact on the nation’s economy and the standard of living of people 
worldwide. What we – YOU – will be doing will have an impact that goes beyond those 
around you … and it will continue to excite and interest you throughout your career.

The faculty and staff in the College of Technology are proud of who you are and enjoyed 
the time you spent with us. We hope that you will stay in touch with us personally and 
also through the Alumni Association—we need your feedback as our alums about new 
opportunities and how we may better serve you as you advance in your careers.

Above all, we hope that you will look back with pride at your time here in the College of 
Technology and say “That’s MY College.”

Congratulations – may your achievements in life be many and fulfilling.

Anthony P. Ambler, Ph.D. 
Dean
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University of Houston
College of Technology

Commencement Ceremony 
Thursday, May 9, 2019, 2 p.m. 
Fertitta Center

 PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music

  Honorary Grand Marshal and Associate Marshals

  College Banner Bearer

  Assistant Marshals

  Faculty

  Candidates for Graduation

  Platform Party

 PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS UH Army ROTC Color Guard

 NATIONAL ANTHEM Moores School of Music

 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION OF PLATFORM PARTY Anthony P. Ambler, Ph.D. 
  Dean and Professor

 OPENING ADDRESS Anthony P. Ambler, Ph.D.

 GREETINGS FROM THE UH SYSTEM  The Honorable Durga D. Agrawal 
 BOARD OF REGENTS Member

 ALUMNI ADDRESS Michael Pede (’89) 
  Associate Vice President, Alumni Relations

 COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Eric Starkloff 
  President and Chief Operating Officer 
  National Instruments
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University of Houston
College of Technology

Commencement Ceremony 
Thursday, May 9, 2019, 2 p.m. 

Fertitta Center

 PRESENTATION OF ACADEMIC HONORS Heidar Malki, Ph.D. 
 AND DEGREE CANDIDATES Associate Dean of Academic Affairs

 MASTER’S CANDIDATES George Zouridakis, Ph.D. 
  Associate Dean of Research and Graduate Studies

 BACHELOR’S CANDIDATES Heidar Malki, Ph.D.

  Lingguang Song, Ph.D. 
  Chairperson,  
  Department of Construction Management

  Wajiha Shireen, Ph.D. 
  Chairperson,  
  Department of Engineering Technology

  Holly Hutchins, Ph.D. 
  Chairperson,  
  Department of Human Development & Consumer Sciences 

  Enrique Barbieri, Ph.D. 
  Chairperson,  
  Department of Information & Logistics Technology

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES Dean Ambler 
 AND CLOSING REMARKS

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music

 RECESSIONAL Moores School of Music
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University of Houston
College of Technology

Commencement Speaker

Eric Starkloff

President and Chief Operating Officer 
National Instruments

As president and chief operating officer, Eric Starkloff leads 
National Instruments’ (NI’s) global sales, marketing, and research and 
development organizations. His responsibilities include identifying the 
markets to drive the growth of NI’s leading software-defined platform 
and aligning the teams to execute the strategy. His experience and 
leadership have focused on developing and delivering results driven by 
disruptive technology and informed by customer needs. 

Since joining NI in 1997, Starkloff has held many leadership positions, 
including teams that pioneered industry adoption of systems platforms 
such as PCI eXtensions for Instrumentation (PXI) and CompactRIO. He 
served as executive vice president of global sales and marketing from 

2014 through 2018, leading a global sales evolution and targeted market strategy focused 
on growth opportunities in the semiconductor, transportation, aerospace, defense, and 
government industries. 

Starkloff is a thought leader on topics such as the internet of things, 5G communications, 
and autonomous vehicles. He has served on advisory boards for the Charles L. Brown 
Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering at the University of Virginia, the 
Bradley Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering at Virginia Tech, and the 
Wireless Networking and Communication Group at The University of Texas at Austin. He 
is involved with the Austin community and was a founding board member of Urban Roots, a 
sustainable agriculture program that transforms the lives of young people. 

Starkloff earned a bachelor’s degree with high distinction in electrical engineering from the 
University of Virginia.
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University of Houston
College of Technology

Candidates for Graduation

Spring 2019

Master of Science

Construction Management 
Department

Construction Management
Luciano Briseno, Jr.
Jennifer E. Davenport
Mehrdad Fonooni
Rachel Marie Morey Groat
Michael Keith Johnson
Ayham Khandria
Ysabel Pacheco Millan
Yi Hao Ren
Clayton Edwin John Sparks
Shweta N. Thakur

Supply Chain and Logistics Technology
Kevin T. Hale
Jose Manuel Herrera
Jiyoung Kim
Wenying Liu
Yirong Mo
Damilola Sultan Sanni
Marieth Matewa Siku

Technology Project Management
Hani Allen Abu-okdi
Ebunoluwa K. Akintewe
Yazeed Mohammed I. Al Zamil
James Ralph Arnett
Steven Donald Coker
Adrian Duran
Isaac Edeh
Jimi Gbadamosi
James Pinckney Logan III
Steven Luc Nguyen
Johanna Estefany Palacios Cardenas
Hitaishi Paramashiva
Kyle A. Ray
Venkata Rama Phani Surya 

Kumar Vemuri
Kimberly Shauntai Washington

Engineering Technology Department

Engineering Technology
Ali Asghar
Oluwakemi Adejoke Eleyinafe
Annette Christine Frenk Oquendo
Francisco Jose Grisanti Canozo
Shimona Kavdia
Swetha Kolli
Swathi Manasa Mokkapati
Lokesh Surendra Patel
Tittu Paul
Gaarthick Ravichandran
Franco R. Redi
Alberto Rosas
Avichal Ashok Saxena
Steven Ray Spratford
Mohammed Zabarah

Human Development and 
Consumer Sciences Department

Foresight
Olumadebo Adeniyi Fatunde
Hannah Y. Kim
Joseph H. Murphy
Matthew J. Palubicki
Karen Rosenthal
Collin Robert Sledge

Global Retailing
Syed Aoun Abbas Naqvi
Blake Stevens Mudd
Ashley Renee Watson

Human Resource Development
Shannon Enam Ahmed
Vicky Li-Lan Bui
Sarai Cuevas
Jessica Gonzalez
Courtney Marie Higgins
Sehar Javed
Jordan Jamal Jefferson
Bria C. Johnson
Akhila Katragadda

Theresa Love Kialoa
Madiha Malik
Huyen Thi My Nguyen
Golnaz Torkashvand
Deepak Uniyal
Shironda White
Ronnie J. Williams
Mengdan Zhang

Information and Logistics 
Technology Department

Information Systems Security
Jacqueline Yvette Alvarez
Priyanka De
Andrew Steven Dozier
Juan Carlos Hernandez
Bobby J. Hsu
Muhammad Ahmed Ibrahim
Vaishali Kankane
Harpreeth Kaur
Syed Husnain Khadir
Clinton U. Metu
Scott D. Meunier
Rushabh Umakant Papinwar
Kenny Lee Pyles
Gautam Ramasami
Preethi Ravichandran
Krishna Sejiane
Patrick Seunsom
Venkata Surya Rashmi Tallapragada
Jehoshaphat Tetteh

Bachelor of Science

Construction Management 
Department

Construction Management
Shane Michael Aguilera
Aslan Al Barazi 3
Tariq Nidal Adnan Aladham
Ricardo Alfaro
Syed A. Ali

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer
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Morgan Thomas Alkire
Stevahn Lewis Allen 2
Mursaleen Mohammad Amin
Robert P. Arcement 2
Art Justin Dimaya Aycardo3

Eduardo Bautista 2
Robert S. Benitez
Cameron Michael Blockhus
Zachary A. Branda
Cameron Breland
Leonardo Daniel Castorena Contreras 2
Eugene Hak Chang 1
Jonathan A. Chapa
Valentin Jaime Coronado
Juan Carlos Dawson
Brian Deithorn
Joshua Del Bosque
Brandon C. Dillon
Ubeid Dzanic 3
Adam H. Elwan
Jesus Estupinan
Kara Febles
Cesar Flores
David F. Franklin
Dusty Gloger
Corbie Clarke Goltz
Felipe Gomez, Jr.2
Cristian Hernan Gonzalez 3
Cameron Paul Gros
Mohammad Hashem
Bradley Delos Hayes 1
James Michael Hayes 3
Lucio Daniel Hernandez
Franmanuel Herrera 3
Ryan Franklin Hickman
Andrew Ibe
Raghu Babu Kanithi
Blake Austin Kramer
Edgar Lopez
Curtis Ray Lucas
Ryan James Manchaca 2
John Carlo Marquez
Janet Martinez 2
Kyle A. McCabe
Justin Wade McKinney 3

Kenya L. Medina
Martin Mendez
Jairo Miranda
Juvenal Moctezuma
Omar Mondragon 3
Ryan E. Mooney
Matthew G. Moorhead 1, 4
Hilario Morales
Andres Morales, Jr.
Ernesto Moreno
Paul Anthony Mueller
Muctaru Mujtabah
David Munoz
Keshika Nath Varma 2
David D. Nguyen
Jessica Marie Nino
Kenneth Chuka Offodile 2
Timothy O. Oladute
Kyle Travis Oliver
Daniel Pena
Rowan A. Pinheiro 2
Keith Austin Pinkerton
Fernando Portillo 3
Edward J. Powell
Peter J. Radecki 3
Francisco Javier Ramirez Garcia
Reagan E. Renfro
Hasan M. Rizvi
Cesar Marcel Rodriguez Espejo 3
Jazmin Sanchez 3
Bilal Abdel-Hakim Saniora
Andrew Tyler Seewald 2
Barclay Wayne Sitton
Matthew J. Stanton
Daniel Talavera
Sergio Torres, Jr.
Bryan Ezekiel Tsika
Demetri Paul Tsika 3
Andrew Lee Turnbough
Eduardo Vazquez
Nicholas Phillip Vrakas
Samuel J. Weidert 3
Chase Hunter Whaley
Adam L. Wolf
Ian G. Wooldridge

Meiji Zhang

Supply Chain and Logistics Technology
Joshua Alberts
Peter-Aleksa Sloth Andersen
Ariq Asham
Nicholas Jude Augustine
Dylan Carl Axle
Suhail Ayoube
Aaron Raakib Baksh
Randall William Bratton 2
Rut A. Bustamante 3
Stephanie Jazmine Carrizales 3
Ravik S. Chand
Thanbyr Rashid Choudhury 3
Santiago Cisneros
Katherine Ann Copper 3
Lis Crnobregu
Vinh Quang Doan
Sarah C. Driskill 3
Anh Tu Duong
Chukuemeke Macaulay Egbule
Shareef Fouad El-Saadi 3
Aaron Escamilla 3
Othman Fares
Cayla Rose Fears
Jeran Marc Fisher
Leroy Nnamdi Godfrey
Keifer Eric Greenlief 2
Dayaan Mohammad Hanif 2
Rebecah L. Hawkes 3
Mackenzie Marie Hicks
Caleb Michael Holl
Taylor Lee Huckabay 2
Jessica Ann Humberd
Valarie Michelle Jovel
Christopher L. Kalwick 3
Ryan Joseph Kelly 1
Anas Mohammed Khan 3
Azhar Khan
Shahroze M. Khan
Lilas Jaafar Khashab
Shashank Kuruganti 3
Juan Lara
Dillon M. Leatherwood

University of Houston
College of Technology

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer
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Michael Lee
Michael Stephen Lemke
Kiandra C. Lewis 2
Andy Xiaojun Liu 2
James Bennett Marcum 3
Mariel Marroquin 2
Charles Anthony Martin 2
Gloria Ngole Masiala
Mariela Paula McGee 2
Jordan Devon’Tae McWright
Walter Alexander Mendez
Alberto A. Mishima
Vikas Mohan
Jebina Julfikar Momin 2
Taewoong Moon
Shaheer Motiwala
Karim Bassam Nabulsi
Lisa Anh Kim Nguyen
Mason Man Nguyen
Tri M. Nguyen
Elmira Nizamutdinova 2
Kevin Njau 3
Daniela Goretti Palacios 2
David Phan 3
Lex Potemans
Gizella Rajwany 3
Jesus A. Ramirez
Maritza Resendez
Christopher James Richards
Eugenia Romero Zambrano 3
Chansreyneang Ros
Gloria Nteshie Sackey
Hernan Galih Agung Santiago 3
Ivan Joel Santos
Anais Saucedo 2
Muhammad Siddiqui
Saeed S. Sindawi
Ankit Singh
Maxwell Lee Swift
Uzair Ahmed Syed
Jimmy Tran
Thao Van Nhi Tran 2
Jeremiah James Turner 2
Pathy Jeannet Vargas
Husain Ali Virani

Tran Nguyen Tuyet Vo 2
John Lawrence Waldo 3
Zachary P. Wieder 3
Christopher Ryan Willoughby 1
Lei Yang 2
Syed Muhamad Fowad Ali Zaidi 3
Xi Zhang 3

Engineering Technology Department

Biotechnology
Dhiyaa Omar S. Alsahafi
Alaa Sami Aly
Chet A. Ball IV
Barbara Laloy Bouth 3
Diego Armando Coria
Stephanie Dang 1
Joel E. Eguiza Gonzalez
Corbin Lee Ellis
Eunice Gail Garcia
Marc A. Gebara 2
William Alexander Hester
Leo Van Huynh 3
Aroge Imran
Sarah Y. Jung 2
Muhammad T. Kashif 2
Tylia Kim
Brian David Lawton
Phi Le
Garreth Blake Marchuk
Manaswini Mattegunta
Myra Zia Mirza
Isreal B. Muñoz 2
Hussain M. Naeem
Trent Ryan Nelson 2
Kenan P. Nerad 3
Jennifer Ng
Jeremy Ng
Amy M. Nguyen 2
Ashlie Kay Nguyen
Brandon Ryan Nguyen
Jennie M. Nguyen 2
Mimi Thao Nguyen
Luis Carlos Nieto
Aalmin N. Prasla 2
Murtuza Moiz Ranijiwala 2

Umair M. Rehman 1
Saim Riaz
Maegan L. Rysso 2
Arvand Safarzadeh
Oyindamola I. Salami
Sailakshmn Sanipini
Anissa N. Soto
Sayda X. Soto
Hatim Sulemanji
Maria Alejandra Vargas Vega
Hannah Nicole Ward

Computer Engineering Technology
Cynthia B. Aguilera 2
Hassan Ahmed
Abdulhadi S. Al Rubaye 1
Mark James Aranda 2
Jonathan Arriola
Joshua David Avina
Brenda Xiomara Batres 3
Christopher Bonilla 1
Alex Sallas Dasilva
Kimberley E. Davis
Alessandro De La Garza 2
David Joshua Amistad Elias
Abraham Elizarraras
Claudio Cesar Esquivel 2
Aaron Michael Frazier
Anxhela Hysi
Robert Edward Illig
Zachary A. Jones
Omar Abdulmohsen A Kamal
Neville Siu-Fung Li 2
Ingrid Guadalupe Lopez
Jordan Jacob Mardis 2
Bilal Hanif Mohammad
Haseen Zulfiqar Mohd
Luis Morales
Logan Reid Morris
Roger Muñoz
Kenneth H. Nguyen
Timmy Tri Nguyen
Saulo Olvera
Alec Fernando Ortiz
Eric Ousouphan

University of Houston
College of Technology

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer
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Daryl Edward Paid
Mohammad S. Palwala
Manh Thang Hoang Phung 3
Karine Marie Pitts 1
Luke Charles Ramoutar
Weakon Pello Robinson
Andy Rodriguez
Edgar Mauricio Rodriguez
Pedro Antonio Saiz
Nerib Emmanuel Sanchez
Saul Sanchez
Taylar Brianne Stowers
Ganesh S. Thaker
Saul Tobias
Jonathan Roberto Tolentino
Elliot J. Tomasello
Mi Hai Tran
Preston Turner
Jennifer Nicole Tzoc 2
Walter C. Udeze
Annie Vallejo
Allan Thien Vo
Benny Phi Vu
Syed Ahmed Raza Zaidi

Electrical Power Engineering Technology
Tezarre Gebregzabihe Abraha
Matthew A. Ahearn
Christian Gianni Armijo 3
Maria Isabel Brito Martin
Juan D. Estrada 3
Peter Gia Lau 3
David Ryan Miranda 3
Michael Anthony Morris
Juan Antonio Olivares 3
Miguel Angel Pena
Diane Marielle Phan 2
Melvin Marielle Philip
Colin James Stinson
Victor Villagran 2
Yocelin Emanuel Villasante Martinez

Mechanical Engineering Technology
Osvaldo Aguilar
Ricardo Andrade
Fransheska T. Areche

Daniel J. Bahrt
Colt Jacoby Barnett
Jai Dharmesh Bhakta
Alexander Marvin Bigelow
Matthew Peter Byrne 3
Piero Gilbert Lao Castillo, Jr.
Javier M. Castro
Arbind Chaudhary
Lucas Ezequiel Cobenas
Oscar Contreras
Angel Ali Daher
Christian Brenning Davis
Diana Laura Enriquez Sanchez
Samuel Graham Forrester 3
Bryson Taylor Goebel
Daniel Guerra
Casey Micah Frank Harmeier
Manuel De Jesus Hernandez, Jr.
Nguyen N. Hoang
Altaf Hussain
Nasir J. Khalil
Melissa Oneyda Lazo
Ryan K. Levias
Alexander Rocky Li
Ryan Connor Lilly
Daniel J. Lin
Kevin Ly
Regina Bundu Rosada Marcelo
Thejus-Justi Sheji Mathews
Ahmad O. Mohamad
Hunter Moliver
Nixon O. Nyabuti
Gilberto Emmanuel Perez
Ross Kelley Peters
Todd W. Riegel
Carlos S. Sahagun
Fabian Sanchez
Jozef Ongaco Sanchez
Juan David Sierra
Dyllon J. Templeton
Catherine Valdes
Travis Dial Wernecke
Brandon D. Wright
William Xu

Human Development and 
Consumer Sciences Department

Human Resource Development
Shayian Abdullah
Ope Simisola Akinbiyi
Anil Ali 3
Cynthia Amador
Jonathan Edward Anhaiser 2
Stephen Karl Azbill 3
Loren Ashley Baughman 1
Siraj N. Birch
Rabea Kamila Boubenider 2
Alexa Marie Bruzewski 3
Jazmin Cantu 3
Joseph Tanis Ceballos
Tingyu Chen
Young Sun Cho
Stephanie Contreras
Cindy Leticia Cruz
Mykalea Francisca Cupp-Vasquez
Courtney Elizabeth Dinsdale
Monica Nathalie Elizondo
La’Cryshia Iyan Evans
Alyssa Michelle Garcia
Shelby Nash Harper 2
Zoha Sakina Hasan
Aiyana Chanice Hoyte
Sana Khan
John Connor Lampis
Lauren C. Loeffler 3
Angela Patricia Lopez
Parker Wesley Mack
Diego Armando Maldonado
Saeeda Nasir Malkana
Andrew Kilian Martinez
Monica J. Medina
Oliva Isaura Mendez 3
Tori Patrice Moore
Tammy Kieu Oanh Nguyen 1
Karina Orozco
Maria Eugenia Padilla 2
Chelsea A. Perreau
Halie René Richard
Deby P. Rubio 3

University of Houston
College of Technology

Candidates for Graduation

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer
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Denise Sandoval
Mariam Sibghatullah
Samia Khizar Siddiqui
Haley Nicole Smith 2
Rachel J. Smith 3
Matthew T. Taing 2
Mia Tiana Thomas
Michelle M. Tran 3
Nancy Valles 2
John Ryan Van Rickley
Vanessa Vazquez 1
Maritza Vega 1
Ri Xu

Retailing and Consumer Science
April Acuff
Andrea Nicolle Akunna
Anna Ntoumbi Alemafack-Bate
Deema Alkhattari
Roxanne Andrews
Samantha Patricia Araujo Sanchez 3
Candra Mechelle Brown
Thao-Uyen Phuong Bui
Noemi Esther Bustamante
Mikala N. Campbell 2
Paola Irene Contreras
Alexander Dijak
Destiny N. Duhe
Izet Elizondo
Sebastian Freyre
Joseph Bernard Trinidad Fuentes
Grant Gandy
Cristian Sergio Garza 2
Ryan N. Guillory
Courtney Heinze
Demetria Nelwyn Marie Holmes
Sue Lynn Law
Amy Nicole Liles 2
Kenneth E. Luckett 2
Kelsey Manthei
Adriana Martinez 3
Tatiana Pineda Herrera
Lindsay Louise Provost
Amanda Danielle Ramirez 3
Lauren A. Ramirez 3

Joshua Reyes
D’andrea N. Richmond
Megan Audell Robinson
Carlos E. Rodriguez 1
Kelsey M. Roy
Moghira Saif
Lauryn Lolenza Samples
Demi Wilson Sander
Chelsea Sandles
Vannyda Sar 2
Chanda Shilica Scott
Caius Alexander Selheimer 2
Isabel Marie Sequeira
Sikandar Ali Shah
Latonza Strickland
Doan My Tran
Ronni Breanna Turner
Jessica Vega
Rosario Vera
Rio Zeinah Wade
Ashley Nicole White

Information and Logistics 
Technology Department

Computer Information Systems
Omar Median Abuzaher
Skyler Adams 3
Anthony J. Aguilera
Esteban D. Aguirre 3
Osama Zakir Ahmed 3
Jose Guadalupe Alanis, Jr.
Maha Ali
Lorrie Joy R. Amomoy
Ashley R. Arvizu 3
Tiffany Au
Ryan James Baker
Patricia Basilio 3
Brandon Wayne Berry 3
Floyd Miles Brown
James Edward Bryant
Dominic Canales
Queen Kamillah J. Chambliss
Christian Taesung Cho
John Chun 3
Michael W. Davidson

Ryldonna Lelis De Los Santos
Billy V. Dinh
Lubeina Zuher Dossaji 2
Cassandra L. Eggen
Leona J. Ellankil 2
Abdon Jose Ferreira Macedo 3
Ryan R. Flores 3
Jace Hunter Flournoy 3
Cory James Haney 2
Jose David Herrera
Karla Cecilia Herrera 3
Bryan Weming Hinh 3
Lailah Hoque
Jenika Howard
Rithin J. Jacob
Mohammad S. Jilani 3
Tamia Lanise Johnson
Aadam Jones
Dmitriy Karpunov 1
Akshay Kattukandathil
Niall Eliott Kitching
Jared Robert Klein
Mariya Kolesnikov 3
Vincent Vu Le
Kevin Lee
Daniel F. Lopez 3
Guadalupe Macias 2
Nhat Minh Mai
Benjamin Perez Martinez
Kelsey R. Mickleberry
Usman Abid Mubarak
Marzuq Zuhayr Mujib 2
Sahand Nazari
Maanasa Neralla
Calvin Khang The Nguyen
Vinh Quang Nguyen 2
Marina Araceli Nlang Ondo 3
Abigail Northcutt 3
Christopher Jared Nunn 2
Naushil N. Parasala
Pujan K. Patel 3
Yu On Poon 2
Joshua Lee Ramirez
Miguel Angel Renovato 2
Gensel R. Reyes
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Otilio Rios 2
Jesus Rosas
Daniel F. Ruiz
Zach T. Sandford 1
Wilfredo Abelardo Sandoval Villaran
Brooke Ellen Schapiro 3
Sakina F. Shariff 3
Jazmine Silva
Rajvinder Singh
Ahmad Skaikay 2
Marcus Lorenzo Stiggers, Jr.
Benjamin Sykes
Edward Tello
Jeremy Kenneth Tom 3
Trevor S. Touchet 1
Kevin K. Tran
My-Van T. Truong
Idara Yvonne Ubak-Offiong
Tony Shantel Vines 3
Nathan S. Watts

Digital Media
Liliana Aguilar
Aaron J. Albarran
Benjamin Alexander Alvarez
Ramiro Armendariz 3
Angie D. Arteaga 2
Carlo A. Badayos 2
Adan Matin Baji 2
Caitlyn B. Bowie
Tylar Mattheu Bowker
Emily Grace Burnett
Don Emerson Garcia Cabali
Alejandro Caro Peralta
Matthew Wayne Caycedo
Ada Chan 1
Aarik Ryan Charles
Rosa A. Cornejo 1
Kristopher A. Cortez
Ashley Xuan Dang
Brooke Alexandria Dantzler 3
Michael Denison 2

Heidi N. Fry
Leslie G. Galarreta
Elizabeth Nicole Garcia
Kyle Cosgrove Gold
Gabriela Gonzalez Valle
Ashley N. Guerrero
Brian Michael Gray Hardamon
Miguel Hernandez
Isis Mari Hernandez-Lopez
Bilal Husain 3
Edward Anthony Hymes 3
Vivian Michelle Joskowicz
Kiran Syed Karedia
Ryan Austin Kirkpatrick
Olukolade A. Komolafe
Juan Diego Lanata
Katy Michelle Langston 1
ToKim Le 3
Aaron Loyola
Tin K. Lu 2
Nathan Gabriel Lutz
April Summer Mariveles
Victoria Ann Mata
Ryan Christopher Mathis
Holly Kristen McKenna 2
Jose Antonio Medrano
Angel M. Melendez
Douglas Austin Melis 3
Gilberto Morales 3
Aqsa Munira
Danielle Murakami
Kinza Muzahir 3
Ali Zulfiqar Noorani
Jacob D. Norsworthy
Uchenna Nkemka Ogbonna
Esteban E. Pacheco, Jr.
Steven Nguyen Pham 2
Alicia Porras 2
Jonathan Portillo 2
Estefany Ramon 3
Elizabeth Denise Reyes

Ann A. Romero 3
Parwaan Sohi
Skylar Paige Sportsman
Cayla Nicole Switzer
Paul P. Tran
Romina Vaezian 2
Mariana Lizet Valdes
Jackeline Michelle Velasquez
David Alejandro Villarreal
Connor Voll

Organizational Leadership 
and Supervision
Ryan Wesley Adams
Zachary L. Adriance
Hassan Ziad Al-Haj Jr.
Marlon Javoun Black
Casey Bruce 2
Kelly Jo Cobler
Cameron N. Cocheu
Joseph Davis 2
Francheska Durias
Henry Matthew Enriquez
Andrea Escudero 2
Agozie C. Ezedinma
Stephen Colby Franks
Daniel G. Garcia, Jr.
Adam Gabriel Gasca
Agha S. Haider
Savannah R. Heebner 3
Benjamin Hernandez III
Mehrdad Hosseinia
Kristopher Bennett Mancha
Amy Michelle Martinez 2
Hamza Muhammad 1
Andrea Riggle 3
Arlana Shaunte Roberts
Terrence Dante Roberts
Roberto Rodriguez 3
Michael Brent Salyer 3
Kevin A. Spillman
Zhanna Ann Vanderschoot
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Message from the President, Board of Directors
UH Alumni Association Foundation

Dear University of Houston Graduates,

 Congratulations on your graduation from the University of Houston! 
You now become one of over 293,386 proud UH alumni. You are 
graduating from a University, with nationally recognized programs 
and alumni networks that can help you take the next steps in your life 
and career. 

The University of Houston holds a special place in all of our hearts and as you move 
into your alumni role, please remember that we all need to find our place and our role in 
continuing to help it grow and prosper in the coming years.
I’m often asked by alumni, “What can I do for UH?” I always answer the same way – get 
involved! We have nearly 45 UHAA alumni associations waiting for you. If you’re not 
ready to get involved, show that UH spirit – continue wearing Cougar Red on Fridays. Put 
a “University of Houston Alumni” license plate holder or sticker on your car. The ultimate 
show of pride is to become a Life Member of your Alumni Association. 
But most importantly, congratulations! We are proud of your accomplishments as a 
student at this outstanding university. We look forward to continuing your relationship 
with UH for many years to come as alumni.
True we’ll ever be and Go Coogs!

Brent Chinn (FS ‘82) 
President 
University of Houston Alumni Association Foundation Board
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